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PRESENT    SITUATION 


OF    TUK 


United  States  of  America, 


GRAND  DIVISIONS  of  the  UNITED  STATES. 


T, 


HE  American  Republic,  of  which  we  have  in  the  preceding 
volume  given  a  general  account,  ccnfiils  of  three  grand  divifions, 
denominated  the  Northern,  or  more  properly  Eastern,  Middle, 
and  Southern  States. 

Thtfirji  divifion,  the  Northern  or  Eajcrn  States,  comprehends 
Vermont,  Massachusetts, 

Nev/-Hampshire,  Rhode  Island, 

District  of  Main Ej  belonging       Connecticut. 
to  Mafirachufetts, 
Thefe  are  called  the  New-England  States,  and  comprehend  that 
part  of  America,  which,  fmce  the  year  1614,   has  been  known  by  the 
name  of  New-England. 

The  J'econd  diviilon,  the  MulUe  States,  comprehends 
New-York,  Delaware, 

New-Jersev,  TcKRiTORr,  N.W.uf  Ohio- 

Pennsylvania, 

The  thirii  divifion,  the  Southern  States,  comprehends 
Maryland,  Territory  S.  of  Ohio, 

Virginia,  South-Carolina, 

Kentucky,  CLtoRciA. 

North-Carolina, 
Of  each  of  theis  v,'s  fhall  now  treat  particularly  in  their  srder. 

Vol.  IL  B  NEW- 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

NEW-ENGLAND; 

Or  NORTHERN  or  EASTERN  STATES. 

SITUATION,  BOUNDARIES,  &:c. 


EW'E.vGLAND  lies  between  41  and  46  degrees  N.  Lat.  arid 
between  i  degree  30  minutes,  and  8  degrees  E.  Lon,  from  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  is  bounded  north  by  Lower-Canada  j  eaft,  by  the  province 
ot  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  fouth,  by  the  fame 
ocean,  and  Long-Ifland  found;  weft,  by  the  State  of  New-York.  It 
lies  in  the  form  of  a  quarter  of  a  circle.  Its  weft  line,  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Byram  river,  which  empties  into  Long-Iftand  found 
at  the  fuuth-weft  corner  of  Conne6ticut,  lat.  41  degrees,  runs  a 
little  eaft  of  north,  until  it  ftrikes  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and 
then  curves  to  the  eaftward  almoft  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Its  climate  is  very  healthful,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  the  in- 
habitants; for  it  is  eftimated  that  about  one  in  feven  of  them  live  to 
the  age  of  feventy  years ;  and  about  one  in  thirteen  or  fourteen  to 
eighty  years  and  upwards. 

North-weft,  weft,  and  fouth-well  winds,  are  the  moll  prevalent. 
Eaft  and  north-eaft  winds,  which  are  unelaftic  and  difagreeable,  are 
frequent  at  certain  fcafons  of  the  year,  particularly  in  April  and 
May,  on  the  fea  coafts.  The  weather  is  lefs  variable  than  in  the 
Middle  and  efpecially  the  Southern  States,  and  more  fo  than  in  Ca- 
nada. The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  according  to  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  are  from  20"  below,  to  100°  above  o.  The  medium  is 
from  48'"'  to  50°.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England,  on  accotint  of 
the  drynefs  of  their  atmofphere,  can  endure,  without  inconvenience, 
a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  the  inhabitants  of  a  moifter  climate.  It 
is  fjppofed  by  fome  philofophers,  that  the  difference  of  moifture 
in  the  atmofphere  in  Pennfylvania  and  New-England  is  fuch,  as  that 
a  peribn  might  bear  at  lealt  ten  degrees  of  heat  more  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  former. 

The  quantity  of  rr.in  which  falls  in  England  annually,  is  computed 
to  be  twsnty-four  inches;  in  France  eighteen  inches,  and  in  New- 
England  ircai  forty-ciglit  to  tifiy  inches;  and  yet  in  New-England 
they  iutfcr  more  tVoi-n  difnight  than  in  cidier  of  the  foremcntioncd 
rountrics,  although  they  have  more  than  double  the  quantity  of  rain. 
TJ5tfe-fa(fts  evince  the  remarkable  dryncfi  ot  the  atmofphere  in  this 
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NEW-ENGLAND; 
Or  NORTHERN  or  EASTERN  STATES. 

SITUATIOxV,  BOUNDARIES,  &c. 


ew-England  lies  between  41  and  46  degrees  N.  Lat.  and 
between  i  degree  30  minutes,  and  8  degrees  E.  Lon.  from  Philadel- 
phia ;  and  is  bounded  north  by  Lower-Canada  j  eaft,  by  the  province 
ot  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Atlantic  Ocean ;  fouth,  by  the  fame 
ocean,  and  Long-Ifland  found;  weft,  by  the  State  of  New-York.  It 
lies  in  the  form  of  a  quarter  of  a  circle.  Its  weft  line,  beginning  at 
the  mouth  of  Eyram  river,  which  empties  into  Long-Illand  found 
at  the  fuuth-wefl  corner  of  Connefticut,  lat.  41  degrees,  runs  a 
little  eaft  of  north,  until  it  ftrikes  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  and 
then  curves  to  the  eadward  almofi:  to  the  Gulf  of  St.  Lawrence. 
Its  climate  is  very  healthful,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  the  in- 
habitants; for  it  is  eftimated  that  about  one  in  feven  of  them  live  to 
the  age  of  feveniy  years ;  and  about  one  in  thirteen  or  fourteen  to 
eighty  years  and  upu-ards. 

North-weft,  weft,  and  fouth-weil  winds,  are  the  moll  prevalent. 
Eaf^  and  north-eaft  winds,  which  are  unelaftic  and  difagreeable,  are 
frcciuent  at  certain  fcafons  of  the  year,  particularly  in  April  and 
May,  on  the  fca  coafts.  The  weather  is  lefs  variable  than  in  the 
Middle  and  efpccially  the  Southern  States,  and  more  fo  than  in  Ca- 
nada. The  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  according  to  Fahrenheit's 
thermometer,  are  from  20°  below,  to  100°  above  o.  The  medium  i$ 
from  48'"'  to  50°.  The  inhabitants  of  New-England,  on  account  of 
the  dryneis  of  their  atmofphere,  can  endure,  without  inconvenience, 
a  greater  degree  of  heat  than  the  inhabitants  of  a  moift:er  climate.  It 
is  fjppofed  by  fome  philoibphers,  that  the  difference  of  moifture 
in  the  atmcfpiiere  in  Fcnnf)  Ivania  and  New-England  is  fu'ch,  as  that 
a  perfon  mi^lit  bear  at  Icait  ten  degrees  of  heat  more  in  the  latter 
than  in  the  former. 

T iVe  quantity  of  rr.in  which  falls  in  England  annually,  is  computed 
to  be  twsnty-four  inches;  in  France  eighteen  inches,  and  in  New- 
England  from  forty-eight  to  tifty  inches;  and  yet  in  New-England 
tb.cy  lutfcr  more  from  drought  than  in  ciiher  of  the  forementioned 
rountrics,  although  they  have  more  tlian  double  the  quantity  of  rain. 
Tlitfe-tV.ifts  evince  the  remarkable  drynefs  of  the  atmofphere  in  this 
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OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  3 

fcaftern  divifion  of  the  United  States,  and  in  part  account  for  its 
lingular  healthfulnefs.  Winter  commonly  commences,  in  its  feve- 
rity,  about  the  middle  of  December — fometimes  earlier,  and  fomc- 
times  not  till  Chiiftmas.  Cattle  are  fed  or  houfcd,  in  the  northern 
parts  of  New-England,  from  about  the  20th  of  Nov.  to  the  20th  of 
May ;  in  the  fouthern  parts  not  quite  fo  long.  There  have  been 
frofts  in  almoft  every  month  in  the  year,  though  not  in  the  fame 
year  ;  but  not  very  injurious. 
The  difeafcs  moft  prevalent  in  New-England  are  the  following,  viz. 
Alvine  Fluxes,  Inflammatory,  ^ 

St.  Anthony's  Fire,         Slow,  nervous,  and  j- Fevers. 

Afthma,  Mixed  J 

Atrophy,  Pulmonary  Confumption, 

Catarrh,  Quinfy, 

Colic,  Rheumatifm. 

Thefe  difordcrs,  of  which  the  pulmonary  confumption  is  much  the 
moft  deftruftive,  are  commonly  the  effe(5t  of  imprudent  expofures  to 
cold  and  rainy  weather,  evening  air,  and  the  wearing  of  damp  linen  ; 
or  from  frequent  excefles  in  the  ufe  of  ftrong  liquors,  efpecially 
of  frefh  dirtilled  rum,  which  in  too  many  inftances  prove  the  bane  of 
morals,  and  the  ruin  of  families. 

The  fmall  pox,  which  is  a  fpecific,  infeftioijs  difeafe,  is  not  allowed 
at  prefent  to  be  communicated  by  inoculation,  except  in  hofpitals 
erected  for  that  purpofe  in  bye  places,  and  in  cafes  where  there  is  a 
probability  of  a  general  fpread  of  the  infedlion  in  a  town.  Nor  is 
this  difeafe  permitted  to  be  communicated  generally  by  inoculation, 
in  any  of  the  United  States,  except  New -York,  Ncw»Jerfey,  Pennfyl- 
vania,  Delaware,  and  South-Carolina. 

In  populous  towns,  the  prevalent  difeafes  are  more  numerous  and 
complicated,  owing  to  want  of  firefh  air  and  exercife,  and  to  liycurious 
and  fafiiionable  living. 

Dr.  Foulke*  ha«  obferved,  that  **  in  other  countries,  men  a^e 
<iivided  according  to  their  wealth  or  indigence,  into  three  claffes ; 
the  OPULENT,  the  middling,  and  the  poor  ;  the  idlenefs,  luxuries, 
and  debaucheries  of  the  firft,  and  the  mifery  and  too  frequent  in- 
temperance of  the  laft,  deftroy  the  greater  proportion  of  thefe  two. 
The  intermediate  clafs  is  below  thofe  indulgencies  which  prove  fatal 

*  In  a  ^ifcourfc  which  he  lately  read  before  the  Americao  Philofopl.icil  Society. 
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to  the  rich,  and  above  thofe  fufferings  to  which  the  unfortunate  poor 
fall  victims  :  this  is  therefore  the  happieft  divifion  of  the  three. 
Qf  the  rich  and  poor,  the  American  States  furnifti  a  much  fmaller 
proportion  than  any  other  diftri(ft  of  the  known  world.  In  Connec- 
ticut particula;  ly,  the  diftribution  of  weahh  and  its  concomitants 
is  more  equal  than  elfewhere,  and,  therefore,  as  far  as  excefs  or  want 
of  wealth  may  prove  deftruilive  or  falutary  to  life,  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State  may  plead  exemption  from  difeafes."  What  this  writer 
fays  of  Connefticut  in  particular,  will,  with  verj'  few  exceptions, 
apply  to  New-England  at  large. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  MOUNTAINS,  &c. 

New-England  is  a  high,  hilly,  and  in  fome  parts  a  mountainous 
country,  formed  by  nature  to  be  inhabited  by  a  hardy  race  of  free 
independent  republicans. — The  mountains  are  comparatively  fmall, 
running  nearly  north  nnd  fouth  in  ridges  parallel  to  each  other. 
Between  thefe  ridges  flow  the  great  rivers  in  majeftic  meanders,  re- 
ceiving the  innumerable  rivulets  and  larger  ftreams  which  proceed 
from  the  mountains  on  each  fide.  To  a  fpeftator  on  the  top  of  a 
neighbouring  mountain,  the  vales  between  the  ridges,  while  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  exhibit  a  romantic  appearance.  They  feem  an  ocean  of 
woods,  fwelled  and  depreffed  in  its  furface  like  that  of  the  great  ocean 
itfelf,  A  richer  though  lefs  romantic  view  is  prefented,  when  the 
valleys,  by  indudrious  hufbandmen,  have  been  cleared  of  their 
natural  growth ;  and  the  fruit  of  their  labour  appears  in  loaded 
orchards,  extenfive  meadows,  covered  with  large  herds  of  fheep  and 
neat  cattle,^  and  rich  fields  of  flax,  corn,  and  the  various  kinds  of 
grain.  Thefe  valleys,  which  have  received  the  expreffive  name  of 
intervale  latiiJs,  are  of  various  breadths,  from  two  to  twenty  miles  ;  and 
by  the  annual  inundations  of  the  rivers  which  flow  tjirough  them, 
there  is  frequently  an  accumulation  of  rich,  fat  foil,  left  upon  their 
furface  when  the  waters  retire. 

There  are  four  principal  ranges  of  mountains,  pafiing  nearly  from 
north-eaft  to  fouth-wcfl:  through  New-England.  Thefe  confill  of  a 
rnultitude'of  parallel  ridges,  each  having  many  fpurs,  deviating  from 
the  couife  of  the  general  range ;  which  fpurs  are  again  broken  into 
irregular  hilly  land.  The  main  ridges  terminate,  fometimes  in  high 
hlutf  heads,  near  the  fea-coaft,  and  fometimes  by  a  gradual  defcent 
in  the  interior  part  of  the  country.  One  of  the  main  ranges  runs 
between  Connedicut  and  Hudfon  rivers.  This  range  branches  and 
z  bounds 
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bounds  the  vales  through  which  flows  the  Houfatonick  river.  The 
moft  eaftern  ricl^e  of  this  range  terminates  in  a  bluff"  head  at  Meriden; 
a  fecond  ends  in  hke  manner  at  WilUngford,  and  a  third  at 
New-Haven.  In  Lyme,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Conne<5licut  river, 
another  range  of  mountains  commences,  forming  the  eafVern  boun- 
dary of  Connefticut  vale.  This  range  tends  northerly,  at  the  dif- 
tance,  generally,  of  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  eaft  from  the  river, 
and  palTcs  through  Rlailachufetts,  where  the  range  takes  the  name  cf 
Chickabee  Moutitaifi ;  thence  crolhng  into  New-Hampfl)ire,  at  the 
diflance  of  about  f.venty  miJi^'s  from  the  Mafiachufetts  line,  it  runs  up 
into  a  very  high  peak,  called  Monadnick^  which  terminates  tlihs  ridg-: 
of  the  range.  A  weftern  ridge  continues,  and  in  about  latitude  43" 
20'  runs  up  into  Sunipee  mountains.  About  fifty  miles  further,  ia 
the  fame  ridge,  is  Moofcoog  mountain.  A  third  range  begins  near 
Stonington  in  Connedicut.  It  takes  its  courfe  north-cafterly,  and 
is  fometimes  broken  and  diiicontinued  ;  it  then  riles  again,  and  ranges 
in  the  fame  diredion  into  New-Hampfliire,  where,  in  latitude  43°  25', 
it  runs  up  into  a  high  peak  called  Conufa-voajhog.  The  fourth  range 
has  a  humble  beginning  about  Hopkinton  in  Maflachufetts.  The 
eaftern  ridge  of  this  range  runs  north  by  Watertown  and  Concord, 
and  crofTes  Merrimack  river  at  Tantucket-Falls.  In  Kew-Hampfl)ire, 
it  rifes  into  feveral  high  peaks,  of  which  the  White  mountains  are  the 
principal.  From  thefe  White  mountains  a  range  continues  north- 
eafl,  croffing  the  eaft:  boundary  of  New-Hampftiire,  in  latitude 
44°  ^o',  and  forms  the  height  of  land  between  Kennebeck  and  Chau- 
diere  rivers.  Thefe  ranges  of  mountains  are  full  of  lakes,  ponds, 
•and  fprings  of  water,  that  give  rile  to  numberlefs  ftreams  of  various 
fizes,  which,  interlocking  each  other  in  every  direftion,  and  falling 
over  the  rocks  in  romantic  rafcades,  flow  meandeiing  into  the 
rivers  below.  No  country  on  the  globe  is  better  watered  than  New- 
England. 

On  the  fea-coaft  the  land  is  low,  and  in  many  parts  level  and  fandy. 
In  the  valleys,  between  the  forementioned  ranges  of  mountains,  the 
land  is  generally  broken,  and  in  many  places  rocky,  but  of  a  ftrong 
rich  foil,  capable  of  being  cultivated  to  good  advantage,  which  alfo  is 
the  cafe  with  many  fpots  even  on  the  tops  of  the  mountains. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 
The  foil,  as  may  be  collected  from  what  has  been  faid,  muft  be  very 
various.     Each  trad  of  different  foil  is  dillinguiflied  by  its  peculiar 
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vegetation,  and  is  pronounced  good,  middling,  or  bad,  from  tht 
fpecies  of  trees  which  it  produces  ;  and  from  one  fpecies  generalJy 
predominating  in  each  foil,  has  originated  the  defcriptive  names  of 
oak  land,  birch,  beech,  and  chefnut  lands,  pine,  barren,  maple,  afh, 
and  cedar  fwamps,  as  each  fpecies  happens  to  predominate.  Inter- 
mingled with  thofe  predominating  fpecies  are  walnut,  firs,  elm,  hem- 
lock, magnolia,  moofe  wood,  faflafras,  ice.  &c.  The  beft  lands  pro- 
duce walnut  and  chefnut ;  the  next,  beech  and  oak ;  lands  of  the 
third  quality  produce  fir  and  pitch  pine;  the  next,  whortleberry 
and  barberry  bu flies;  and  the  pooreft  produce  nothing  but  marfiiy 
imperfeft  fhrubs.  Among  the  flowering  trees  and  flirubs  in  the 
forefts  are  the  red-flowering  maple,  the  faflafras,  the  locufl:-tree,  the 
tulip-tree,  honeyfuckle,  wild  rofe,  dogwood,  elm,  leather-tree,  laurel, 
hawthorn,  &c.  which  in  the  fpring  of  the  year  give  the  woods  a 
mod  beautiful  appearance,  and  fill  them  with  a  delicious  fragrance. 
Among  the  fruits  which  grow  wild,  are  the  feveral  kinds  of  grapes  ; 
which  are  fmall,  four,  and  thick  fkinned.  The  vines  on  which  they 
grow  are  very  luxuriant,  often  overfpreading  the  higheft  trees  in  the 
forefts ;  and,  without  doubt,  might  be  greatly  meliorated  by  proper 
cultivation.  Befides  thefe,  are  the  wild  cherries,  white  and  red 
mulberries,  cranberries,  walnuts,  hazelnuts,  chefnuts,  butter-nuts, 
beech-nuts,  wild  plumbs  and  pears,  whortle-berries,  bilberries,  goofe- 
berries,  flrawberries,  &c. 

The  foil  in  the  interior  country  is  calculated  for  the  culture  of 
Indian  corn,  rye,  oats,  barley,  flax,  and  hemp  (for  which  the  foil  and 
climate  are  peculiarly  proper)  buck-wheat,  beans,  peas,  &c.  In 
many  of  the  inland  parts  wheat  is  raifed  in  large  quantities ;  but  on 
the  fea-coafl:  it  has  never  been  cultivated  with  fuccefs,  being  fubject 
to  blafts.  The  fruits  which  the  country  yields  from  culture,  are, 
apples  in  the  greateft  plenty ;  of  thefe  cyder  is  made,  which  con- 
flitutes  the  principal  drink  of  the  inhabitants ;  alfo  pears  of  various 
forts,  quinces,  peaches,  plums,  cherries,  apricots,  &c. 

Dr.  Cutler  has  furniftied  the  following  catalogue  of  flowering 
(hrubs  and  plants  in  New- England,  which,  from  the  attention  he 
has  paid  to  natural  hiftory,  we  have  reafon  to  rely  upon  as  accurate. 

Blue  flag.  Iris  'virginlca^ — Globe  Flower,  Cepbalanthus  occhicntalls, 
— Pigeonberry,  Cijfus  Jicyouh's, — Cornel,  Cornus  Cana<hvijli, — Ame- 
rican Honeyfuckle,  Azalea  vlfcofa, — American  Tea,  Ceanolhus  AinC' 
riranus, — Cherry  Honeyfuckle,  I.ojiiccra  dtcrnillla, — Great  Convol- 
vulus, Convohului  arvenfis., — Stag's  horn  Sumach,  Rhus  typhbiutn,—^ 

Mealtrec, 
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"^Icn^Xvtc^Jlhurtnimlantana, — White  flowered  Elder,  Samhucus  nigrciy 

— Red    berried   Elder,   Sambucus    Canadenjis^ — Meadow    Blue-bells, 

Gentiana  ciliata,, — ^Lilies,  feveral  fpecies,   Lilium^ — Bethlem  Star,  Or- 

nithogulum   lutcu?n, — American    Senna,    Rhodora  Canadenjii, — Great 

Laurel,     Kalmia    latifolia^ — Dwarf    Laurel,     Kalmia   angufiifolia — 

White  Pepf)€r  Bufli,  Andromeda  arhorea, — Bog  Evergreen,  Andromeda 

caUculata^ — Sweet  Pepper  Bufli,  Clcthra  alnifolia, — Mountain  Laurel, 

or  Sorbus-tree,  Sorbus  aucuporay — Meadow  Sweet,  Spiraa  fal'uifoUa, 

—Queen   of  the   Meadows,  Spiraa  tormentofa, — Service  Tree,  McJ' 

pilus    CanadenJiSy — Wild  Rofe,    Rofa    Carolina, — Superb  Rafpbcrry, 

Rubusodoratus, — Baneberry,  ASlea  fpicata^ — Side-laddle  Flower,  Sar- 

racena  purpurea^ — Red  Columbine,  Aquilegia  Canadenjis^ — Anemone, 

feveral  fpecies,  Anemone  hepatica^  fylveflris  et  nanorofay — Traveller's 

Joy,  Clematis  f^irginica^ — Dragon's  Head,  Drai-ocephalum  Virginicum^ 

— Snap    Dragon,    Antirrhinum  Canadenjis, — American   Cardaminc, 

Cardamine  f^irginica^ — Lupin,  Lupintis  anguflifolia, — Locuft,  Robinia 

pfeud-acncia, — Beach  Pea,  Fifum  maritimum, — Pied  Pea,  Pifum  ochruiy 

— Wood  Pea,  Orohus  fylvaticus., — Variegated   Pea,  Lathyrm   hetero- 

phyllus, — Meadow  Sunflower,  Ageratum  cHiare^ — American  Amaran- 

thus,    Gfiaphalium    hclian    themifolium, — Ncvv-Englaud    After,    AJicr 

Nova  A/iglicum, — Smooth-leaved   Golden-rod,    SoUdago   altijjima^ — 

New-England  Sunflower,  Heliaathus  di-'aricatus, — American  Piide, 

JLobelia  cardinalisy — Ladies   Plume,  Orchis  py codes, — Ladies  Slijjper, 

Cypripedium  calceolus — Blue  E}'e,  Sifyrinchium  Bermudiauna, — Swamp 

Willow,    or   Dog-wood,  Salix  cinerea, — Red-flowered  Maple,  Au-- 

ruhrum. 

New  England  is  a  fine  grazing  country ;  the  valloys  between  the 
hills  are  generally  interfered  wiih  brooks  of  water,  the  banks  of 
which  are  lined  with  a  tract  of  rich  meadow  or  intervale  land.  The 
high  and  rocky  ground  is,  in  many  parts,  covered  with  clover,  and 
generally  affords  the  flncH  of  pafture.  It  will  not  be  a  matter  of 
wonder,  therefore,  that  New-England  boafts  of  raifing  fome  of  tli« 
lineft  cattle  in  the  world  ;  nor  will  flie  be  envied,  when  the  labour  of 
raifing  them  is  taken  into  view.  Two  months  of  the  hotteft  feafoii 
in  the  year,  the  farmers  are  employed  in  procuring  food  for  their 
cattle,  and  the  cold  winter  is  fpent  in  dealing  it  out  to  them.  The 
pleafure  and  profit  of  doing  this  is,  however,  a  fatisfying  compcnfa- 
tiun  to  the  honeft  and  iadufirious  farmer.  Butter  and  cheefe  are 
made  for  exportation  ;  and  confidcrable  attention  has  lately  becnpnid 
to  the  raifing  of  flieep. 

RIVERS. 
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RIVERS. 

The  principal  risers  in  New-England  are  Penobfcot,  Kennebecfc, 
Androfcoggin,  or  Amerilcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  Pifcataqua, 
and  Connefticut,  befides  many  fmaller  ones,  which  we  fliali  notice 
when  treating  of  the  different  States. 

j» 

PENOESCOT. 

This  river  has  its  fource  in  the  dillrid  of  Maine,  a  fliort  diftance 
weft  of  Union  river  on  the  high  lands ;  it  rifes  in  two  branches,  run- 
aing  for  a  conliderable  diftance,  and  then  uniting  in  ene  noble  and 
roajeftic  ftream.  Between  the  fource  of  the  weft  fork,  and  its  junc- 
tion with  the  eaft,  is  Moofehead  lake,  thirty  or  forty  miles  long, 
and  fifteen  wide.  The  eaftern  branch  pafles  through  feveral  fmailer 
lakes.  From  I'be  Fcrks,  as  they  are  called,  the  Penobfcot  Indians 
pafs  to  Canada,  up  either  branch,  principally  the  weft,  the  fource  of 
which  they  fay  is  not  more  than  twenty  miles  from  the  waters  that 
empty  into  the  river  St.  Lawrence,  At  the  Forks  is  a  remarkable 
high  mountain.  From  the  Forks  down  to  Indian  Old  Town,  fitua- 
ted  on  an  ifland  in  this  river,  is  about  fixty  miles,  forty  of  which  the 
water  flows  in  a  ftill,  fmooth  ftream,  and  in  the  whole  diftance  there 
are  no  falls  to  interrupt  the  palling  of  boats.  In  this  diftance,  the 
river  widens,  and  embraces  a  large  number  of  fmall  iilands  ;  and 
about  half  way  receives  two  confiderable  tributary  ftreams,  one  from 
the  eaft  and  the  other  from  the  weft,  whofe  mpuths  are  nearly  oppo- 
fite  to  each  other.  About  fixty  rods  below  Indian  Old  Town  are  the 
Great  Fall?,  where  is  a  carrying-place  of  about  twenty  rods  ;  thence, 
twelve  miles  to  the  head  of  the  tide,  there  are  no  falls  to  obftrufb 
boats.  Veflels  of  thirty  tons  come  within  a  mile  of  the  head  of  the 
tide.  Thence,  thirty-five  miles  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  to  the  fite  of 
Old  Fort  Povv-nal,  the  river  is  remarkably  ftraight,  and  eafily  navi- 
gated, Palling  by  Majabagadufe  on  the  eaft,  fevcn  miles,  and  OuTs 
Head,  twenty  miles  farthei',  on  the  weft,  it  enters  the  ocean  by 
Penobfcot  Bay. 

KENNEEECK, 

This  is  one  of  the  fineft  rivers  in  this  countr>',  and  has  its  origin, 
like  the  former,  in  the  diftricl  of  Maine  ;  its  lources  are  two  ftream?, 
one  of  which  rifts  in  the  highlands,  a  fliort  diftance  from  a  branch 
of  the  Chaudiere,  which  enjpties  into  the  St.  Lawrence ;  another 
branch  ilfcs  in  l^Joofe  Head  lake.   In  its  couife,  it  receives  Sandy 

river 
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,river  from  the  weft,  and  Seba'Vicnok  and  feveral  others  from  the  eaft, 
aiul  pafl'es  to  the  fea  by  Cape  Small  Point.  It  <s  navigable  lor  veflels 
.pf  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  upwards  of  forty  miles  from  the  iea. 

ANDKOSCOGGIN. 

This  river,  fometimes  called  Amerilcoggln,  properly  fpeaking,  is 
^\ic  the  main  weftern  branch  of  the  Kenncbeck  ;  it  rifcs  near  the 
end  of  the  dividing  line  between  New-Hampfhire  and  the  Old  Pro- 
vince of  Maine.  The  lake  Umbagog,  and  feveral  fmaller  lakes, 
flow  into  it.  From  this  lake  its  courfe  is  fo'itherly,  till  it  approaches 
near  the  White  Mountains,  from  which  it  receives  MooU;  and  Pea* 
body  rivers,  and  then  turns  to  the  eaft,  and  fouth.eaft  through  tht 
province  of  Maine,  in  which  courfe  it  paflTes  within  two  miles  of  the 
lea  coaft,  and  turning  north  runs  over  Pejepfliaeg  Falls,  into  Merry 
Meeting  Bay,  where  it  forms  a  jun6lion  with  the  Kennebeck,  twenty 
miles  from  the  fea,  and  one  hundred  and  forty-lix  from  the  fource. 
Formerly,  from  this  bay  to  the  fea,  the  confluent  ftream  was  for- 
merjy  called  Saggadahock. 

SAGO. 

This  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  rivers  in  the  diilricl:  of  New« 
Hampftiire.  The  principal, .part  of  its  water  falls  in  different  flreams 
from  the  White  Mountains,  which  unite  at  twelve  or  fifteen  miles 
diftance.  Its  courfe,  fome  diftance  from  its  fource,  is  foutherly  ;  it 
then  fuddcniy  bends  to  the  eaft,  and  crofles  into  the  diilri(5t  of 
Maine,  then  makes  a  large  bend  to  the  north-eaft,  eafl,  and  fouth« 
weft,  embracing  the  fine  townftiip  of  Fryeburg,  in  the  county  of 
York.  Its  general  courfe  thence  to  the  fea  is  about  forty-five  miles 
S.  E.  Great  and  Little  Oflapee  rivers  fall  into  it  from  the  weft, 
making  a  great  addition  to  the  original  ftream.  This  river  is  navi" 
gable  for  Ihips  to  Saco  Falls^  about  fix  miles  from  the  fea. 

WEKllUAACK. 

Merrimack  river  is  formed  by  the  confluence  of  Pemigewaflet 
and  Winnipifeogee  rivers  ;  the  former  is  a  very  rapid  river,  and 
fprings  from  a  while  mountain,  weft  of  the  noted  mountains  ot  that 
name ;  and  before  its  junction  with  the  Winnipifeogee  branch,  it 
receives  from  the  weft,  Baker's  river,  a  plealant  ftream,  foi  ty  miles 
in  length,  and  feveral  fmaller  ftrciims.  The  Winnipifeogee  brancii 
rifes  from  the  lake  of  the  fame  name.  The  ftream  winch  ilFues  from 
the  lake  is  fmall,  and  in  its  courfe  paffes  thvough  a  bay  twelve  miles 

Vol.11.  C  long 
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long,  and  from  three  to  five  broad.  A  few  miles  from  its  entrance 
into  the  Pemigewaffet  is  a  place  called  the  Weres,  remarkable  for 
the  number  of  falmon  and  fliad  which  are  there  caught.  The  river  is 
wide,  and  fo  fliallow  that  the  fifhermen  turn  the  courfe  of  the  river 
in  a  fliorttime,  or  comprefs  it  into  a  narrow  channel,  where  they  fix 
their  gill  nets,  and  take  the  fifh  as  they  pafs  up  the  flream.  After 
the  PemigewafTet  receives  the  waters  of  VVinnipifeogee,  it  takes  the 
name  of  Merrimack  ;  and  after  a  courfe  of  about  ninety  miles,  firft 
m  a  foutherly,  and  then  in  an  eallerly  direction,  and  pafhng  over 
Hookfet,  Amufkeag,  and  Pantncket  Falls,  empties  into  the  fea  at 
Newburyport.  From  the  weft  it  receives,  Blackwatcr,  Contoocook, 
Pifcataqyoag,  Souhegan,  Nafiiu,  and  Concord  fivers  ;  from  the  tad, 
Bowcook,  Suncook,  Cohas,  Beav?r,  Spicket,  and  Powow  rivers. 
Contoocook  heads  near  Monadnork  mountain,  is  very  rapid,  and  ten 
or  twelve  miles  from  its  mouth  is  one  hundred  yards  wide.  Juft  be- 
fore its  entrance  into  the  Merrimack  it  branches  and  forms  a  beau- 
tjful  ifiaud  of  five  or  fix  acres. 

PISCATAQtTA. 

This  is  the  only  large  river  whofe  whole  courfe  is  in  New-Hamp* 
ihire.  Its  head  is  a  pond  in  the  N.  E.  corner  of  the  town  of  Wake- 
field, and  its  general  courfe  thence,  to  the  fea,  is  S.  S.  E.  about  forty 
miles.  It  divides  New-Hampfhire  from  York-County,  in  the  dif- 
trift  of  Maine,  and  is  called  Salmon-fall  river,  from  its  head  to  the 
lower  falls  at  Berwick,  where  it  alTumes  the  name  of  Newichawan- 
nock,  which  it  bears  till  it  meets  with  Cocheco  river,  which  comes 
from  Dover,  when  both  run  together  in  one  channel  to  Hilton^s 
Point,  where  the  weflern  branch  meets  it.  From  this  junftion  to 
the  lea,  the  river  is  fo  rapid  that  it  never  freezes  ;  the  dillance  is 
ieven  miles,  and  the  courfe  generally  from  S.  to  S.  E.  The  weftern 
branch  is  formed  by  Swamfcot  river,  which  comes  from  Exeter.  Winr 
nicot  river,  which  comes  through  Greenland,  and  Lamprey  river, 
which  divides  Newmarket  from  Durham  ;  thcfe  empty  into  a  bay, 
four  miles  wide,  called  Great  Bay.  The  water  in  its  further  pro- 
grefs  is  contracted  into  a  lefler  bay,  and  then  it  receives  Oyfter  river, 
which  runs  through  Durham  and  Back  river,  which  comes  from 
Dover,  and  at  length  meets  with  the  main  ftreani  at  Hilton's  Point. 
The  tide  rifes  into  all  thcfe  bays,  and  branches  as  far  as  the  lower 
falls  in  each  river,  and  forms  a  moll:  rapid  current,  efpecially  at  the 
feafon  of  the  frefliets,  when  the  ebb  continues   about  two  hours 

longer 


OF    NEW-ENGLANr*  11 

longer  than  the  flood  ;  nnd  were  it  not  for  the  mimerons  eddies, 
formed  by  the  ndentings  of  the  fliore,  the  ferries  would  then  be 
impafTable. 

At  the  lower  falls  in  the  feveral  branches  of  the  river,  are  land- 
ing places,  whence  lumber  and  other  country  produce  is  tranfportcd. 
and  veflels  or  boats  from  below  difcharge  their  lading  ;  fo  that  in 
each  river  there  is  a  convenient  trading-place,  not  more  than  twelve 
or  fifteen  miles  diftant  from  Portfmouth,  wiih  which  t'.iere  is  con- 
ilant  communication  by  every  tide.  Thus  the  river,  from  its  forra 
and  the  fituation  of  its  branches,  is  extremly  favourable  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  navigation  and  commerce. 

CONNECTICUT. 

This  river  gives  name  to  one  of  the  five  colonies  of  this  province. 
it  rifes  in  a  fwamp  on  the  height  of  land,  in  lat.  45.  10.  W.  long.  71. 
30.  After  a  fleepy  courfe  of  eight  or  ten  miles,  it  tumbles  over  four 
feparate  falls,  and  turning  weft  keeps  clofe  under  the  hills  which  form 
the  northern  boundary  of  the  vale  through  which  it  runs.  The  Amo- 
noofuk  and  Ifrael  rivers,  two  principal  branches  of  Connedicut  river, 
fall  inro  it  from  the  eaft,  between  the  latitudes  44°  and  45".  Be- 
tween the  towrts  of  Walpole  on  the  eaft,  and  Weftminfter  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  river,  are  the  great  Falls.  A  large  rock  divides  the 
ftream  inro  two  channels,  each  about  ninety  feet  wide  on  the  top  of 
the  flielving  bank.  When  the  water  is  low,  the  eaftern  channel  ap- 
pears croflfed  by  a  Bar  of  folid  rock,  ahd  the  whole  ftream  falls  into 
the  weflern  channel,  where  comprefled  between  two  rocks  fcarcely 
thirty  feet  afunder,  it  fiioots  with  amazing  rapidity  into  a  broad  bafoa 
below.  Above Deerfield  in  Maflachufetts  it  receives  Deerfield  river  from 
the  weft,  and  Miller's  river  from  the  eaft,  after  which  it  turns  wefterly  in 
z  finuous  courfe  to  Fighting  Falls,  p.nd  a  little  after  tumbles  over  Deer- 
field Falls,  which  are  impaffable  by  boats.  At  Windfor  in  Cbnnec- 
ticut  it  receives  Farmington  river  from  the  weft;  and  at  Hartford 
meets  the  tide.  From  Hartford  it  pafies  on  in  a  crooked  courfe, 
vintil  it  falls  into  Long-Ifland  found,  between  Saybrook  and 
Lyme. 

The  lewgth  of  this  river,  in  a  ftraight  line,  is  nearly  three  hundred 
jniles.  Its  general  courfe  is  feveral  degrees  weft  of  fouth.  It  is 
from  So  to  100  roods  v/ide,  130  miles  from  its  mouth.  At  its 
mouth  is  a  bar  of  fand  which  conuderably  obftru<!ts  the  navigation. 
'Xen  f?et  water  at  full  tides  is  found  on  this  bar,  and  the  fame  depth 
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to  Midclleton.  The  diftance  of  the  bar  from  this  place,  as  the  rivef 
runs,  is  thirty-fix  miles.  Above  Middleton  are  feveral  fhoals  wifich 
ftretch  quite  acrofs  the  river.  Only  fix  feet  water  is  found  on  the 
flioal  at  high  tide,  and  here  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows  but  about  eight 
inches.  About  three  miles  below  Middleton  the  river  is  contraded 
to  about  forty  roods  in  breadth  by  two  high  mountains.  Almoft 
every  where  elfe  the  banks  are  low,  and  fpread  into  fine  extenfive 
rneadovvs.  In  the  fpring  floods,  which  generally  happen  in  May,  thefc 
Hieadows  are  covered  with  water.  At  Hartford  the  water  fometimea 
rifes  tvventy  feet  above  the  common  (urface  of  the  river,  and  having 
all  to  pafs  through  the  above-mentioned  ftrart,  it  is  fometimes  two 
or  three  weeks  before  it  returns  to  its  ufual  bed;  Thefe  floods  add 
nothing  to  the  depth  of  water  on  the  bar  at  the  mouth  of  the  river; 
this  bar  lying  too  far  off  in  the  found  to  be  affefted  by  them. 

On  this  beautiful  river,  whofe  banks  are  fettled  almoft  to  its 
fource,  are  many  pleafant,  neat,  v«^ell-built  tov/ns,  which  v/e  fliall 
notice  when  treating  of  the  particular  States  on  which  they  ftand. 

This  river  is  navigable  to  Hartford,  upwards  of  fifty  miles  from  its 
'mouth,  and  the  produce  of  the  country  for  two  hundred  miles  above  is 
brought  thither  in  boats.  The  boats  which  are  ufed  in  this  bufiriefs  are 
flat-bottomed,  long,  and  narrovr,  for  the  convenience  of  going  up 
ftream,  and  of  fo  light  a  make  as  to  be  portable  in  carts.  They  are 
taken  out  of  the-  river  at  three  different  carrying  places,  all  of  which 
■jnake  fifteen  miles. 

Sturgeon,  falmon,  and  fliad,  are  caught  in  plenty  in  their  fcnfon,- 
from  the  mouth  of  the  river  upwards,  except  ftiir^eon,  which  do 
not  afcend  the  upper  falls ;  befides  a  variety  of  fmall  fiih,  Inch  aa 
pike,  carp,  peareh,  &c. 

From  this  river  are  employed  feveral  brigs  of  one  hundred  and 
eighty  tons  each,  in  the  European  trade  ;  and  about  fixty  or  fevcnty 
fail  of  from  fixty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons,  in  the  VVeft-lndia 
trade  ;  befidss  a  few  fifliiwg  veffels,  and  fvM-ty  or  fifty  coafiing  veiTcls. 
In  addition  to  thefe,  there  are  in  this  province  many  other  rivers, 
'which,  though  inferior  in  point  of  magnitude,  yet  arc  worthy  of 
notice,  as  they  afford,  in  many  inftances,  either  excellent  inland  na- 
vigation, or  prcfent  the  means  of  improving  of  it.  As  they  add  to 
the  beauty  of  the  country,  and  \alue  of  the  foil ;  and  as  they  furnifli 
fituations  peculiarly  defirable.  for  the  erei5ling  of  mills,  or  the  intro- 
du6i;ioa  of  manufaduves,  thefe  we  fliall  notice  v.'hcn  treating  of  tlie 
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different  States  in  which  they  principally  purfue  their  courfe,  or  take 
their  rife. 

POPULATION,  CHARACTER,  AND  DIVERSIONS. 
New-England  is  the  nioft  populous  part  of  the  United  States.  It 
contained,  accordmg  to  the  cenfus  of  1790,  one  million  nine  thc;- 
fand  five  hundred  and  twenty-two  fouls;  its  prefent  number  of  inhabi- 
tants amounts  Et  Icaft  to  one  million  three  hundred  thoufand.  The 
great  body  of  thefe  are  landholders  and  cultivators  of  the  foil,  and  as 
they  poffefs,  in  fee  fimple,  the  farms  which  they  cultivate,  they  are  na- 
turally all  attached  to  their  country  ;  the  cultivation  of  the  foil  makes 
them  robull:  and  healthy,  and  enables  them  to  defend  it. 

New -England  may  with  propriety  be  called  a  nurfery  of  men, 
whence  are  annually  tranfplanted,  into  other  parts  of  ijie  United 
States/ thoufands  of  its  natives.  Vaft  numbers  of  them,  fi nee  the 
war,  have  emigrated  into  the  northern  parts  of  New- York,  into 
Kentucky,  and  the  Weilern •  Territory,  and  into  Georgia;  and 
fome  are  fcattered  into  every  State,  and  every  town  of  note  jn  the 
Union. 

The  inhabitants  of  New-England  are  almoft  univerfally  of  Englifli 
defcent;  audit  is  owing  to  this  circumftance,  and  to  the  great  and 
general  attention  that  has  been  paid  lo  education,  that  the  Englidi 
language  has  been  preferved  among  them  fo  free  of  corruption. 

The  New-Englanders  are  generally  tall,  ftout,  and  well  built ; 
they  glory,  and  perhaps  with  juflice,  in  poflefiing  that  fpirit  of  free- 
dom which  induced  their  anceftors  to  leave  their  native  country,  to 
brave  the  dangers  of  the  ocean,  and  the  hardxliips  of  fettling  in  a 
tvildernefs.  Their  education,  laws,  and  fituation,  ferve  to  inlpire 
them  v.'ith  high  notions  of  liberty.  Their  jealoufy  is  awakened  at 
the  firft  motion  towards  an  invafion  of  their  rights.  They  ar^,  in- 
deed, often  jealous  to  excefs ;  a  circum{lance  which  is  a  fruitful 
fource  of  imaginary  grievances,  and  of  groundlefs  fufpicions  and 
complaints  againft  government.  But  thefe  ebullitions  of  jealoufy, 
though  cenfarable,  and  procluftive  of  fome  political  evils,  flsew  that 
the  clfence  of  true  liberty  exifis  in  New-England  ;  for  jealoufy  is  a 
guardian  of  liberty,  and  a  charaderiftic  of  free  republicans.  A  chief 
foundd'.ion  of  liberty  and  equali-ty  in  the  New-England  States  is  a  law 
by  vvhich  inteftate  eftates  dcfcend  to  all  the  children,  or  other  heirs,  in 
equal  proportion,  except  to  the  eldeft  fon,  who  has  two  fliares.  In 
1789,  Alafiachufetts  abolidied  this  exception.  In  confequence  of  theie 
laws,  the  people  of  New-England  enjoy  an  equality  of  condition  un- 
known 
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known  in  any  other  part  of  the  wotld  :  and  it  is  in  this  way  that  the 
people  have  preferved  that  happy  mediocrity  among  themfelve?^ 
which,  by  inducing  economy  and  induftry,  removes  from  them 
temptations  to  luxury,  and  forms  them  to  habits  of  fobriety  and 
temperance.  At  the  fame  ti;r.e,  their  induftry  and  frugahty  exempt 
tnem  from  want,  and  from  the  neceffity  of  fubmitting  to  any  en- 
croachments on  their  Hberties. 

In  New-England,  learning  is  more  generally  diffufed  among  ail 
tanks  of  people  than  in  ar:y  other  part  of  the  globe  ;  arifing  from  the 
excellent  eflabliQiment  of  fchools  in  almofl  every  townfliip. — In 
thefe  fchools,  which 'are  generally  fupported  by  a  public  tsx,  and 
tiader  the  direftion  of  a  fchool  committee,  are  taught  the  elements 
or  reading,  writing,  arithmetic,  and  in  the  more  v/ealthy  towns, 
they  have  introduced  the  higher  branches  of  grammar,  geo- 
graphy, &;c. 

A  very  valuable  fource  of  inforiiiation  to  the  people  is  the  newf- 
papers,  of  which  not  lefs  than  thirty  thoufand  are  printed  every 
Week  in  New-England,  and  circulated  in  almoft  every  town  and  viilage 
in  the  country.* 

A  perfon  of  mature  age,'  who  cannot  both  read  and  write,  \i 
rarely  to  be  found.  By  means  of  this  general  eftabliftiment  of 
fchools,  the  extenfive  circulation  of  newfpapers,  and  the  confequent 
Ipread  of  learning,  every  townfliip  throughout  the  country  is  fur= 
luiued  with  men  capable  of  conducing  the  affairs  of  their  town  with 
judgmexit  and  difcretion.  Thefe  men  are  the  channels  of  political 
information  to  the  lower  clafs  of  people;  if  fuch  a  dafs  may  be  faid 
to  exift  in  New-England,  where  every  man  thinks  himfelf  at  leaft  as 
good  as  his  neighbour,  and  believes  that  all  mankind  are,  or  ought 
to  be,  equal.  The  people,  from  their  childhood,  forrri  habits  of 
canvaffing  public  affairs,  and  commence  politicians.  This  natu- 
rally leads  them  to  be  very  Inquifitive.  It  is  with  knowledge  as  witli 
riches,  the  more  a  man  has,  the  more  he  wiflies  to  obtain  ;  his  de- 
fire  has  no  bounds.  This  defire  after  knowledo-e,  in  a  greater  or  lefs 
deg[ee,  prevails  throughout  all  claffes  of  people  in  New-England ; 
and  from  their  various  modes  of  exprefling  it,  fome  of  which  are 
blunt  and  familiar,  bordering  on  impertinence,  ffrangers  have  been 

*  Accordifig  to  an  accurate  cflimate  lately  made,  it  appears  t'lat  no  lefs  than  fevcnty- 
fcvcn  thoiif.iiid  newfpapers  arc  printed  weekly  in  the  American  States,  wliich,  in  a 
year,  would  amount  to  upw.i'ds  of  four  millions^  and  at  iour  cents  cai.h  would  make 
cue  hundred  and  faty  thoufand  dollais. 

in<luced 


OF    NEW-ENGLAND.  l^ 

induced  to  mention  impertinent  inquijitl'venefs  as  a  diftlnguiftiing  cha>» 
raderiftic  oF  the  New-England  people.  But  this  is  true  only  with 
regard  to  that  clafs  of  people,  who,  confined  to  domeftic  life,  have  not 
had  an  opportupity  of  iningling  with  the  world;  and  fuch  pcop!? 
are  not  ptcnliar  to  New-England;  they  compofe  a  great  part  of  the 
community  of  every  ftate  and  country. 

Before  the  late  war,  which  introduced  into  New-England  a  flood 
of  corruptions,  w'ith  many  improvements,  the  Siibbath  was  ob- 
ferved  with  gre.it  ffriiflnels  ;  no  unneceffary  travelling,  no  fecular 
bufinefs,  no  viliting,  no  diverfions  were  permitted  on  that  day. 
They  confuiered  it  as  confecrated  to  divine  worfhip,  and  were  ge- 
nerally piindtnal  and  ferious  in  their  attendance  upon  it.  Their 
jaws  were  flrift  in  guarding  the  Sabbath  againft  every  innovation. 
The  fuppofed  feveriry  with  which  thefe  laws  were  compofcd  and 
executed,  together  with  fome  other  traits  in  their  religious  charac-; 
tcr,  have  acquired  for  the  New-Englanders,  the  name  of  a  fuperfti- 
tious,  bigoted  people.  But  fuperllition  and  bigotry  are  fo  in- 
definite in  their  fignifications,  and  'io  variouily  applied  by  perfcns  of 
different  principles  and  educations,  that  it  is  not  eafy  to  determine 
whether  they  ever  deierved  that  charadler.  Leaving  every  perfon  to 
enjoy  his  own  opinion  in  regard  to  this  matter,  we  only  obferve,  that, 
fince  the  war,  a  catholic  tolerant  spirit,  occafioncd  by  a 
more  enlarged  intercourse  with  mankind,  has  greatly  in- 
creafed,  and  is  becoming  univerfal ;  and  if  they  do  not  break  the 
proper  bound,  and  liberalize  away  all  true  religion,  they  will  coun- 
teraft  that  ftong  propenfity  in  human  nature,  which  leads  men  to 
vibrate  from  one  extreme  to  its  opposite,  and  gain  the  approbation  of 
every  well-wiflier  of  the  rights  of  mankind. 

There  is  one  diftinguifliing  charaderiflic  in  the  religious  charafter 
of  this  people,  which  we  mnft  not  omit  mentioning  ;  and  that  is,  the 
cuftom  of  annually  celebrating  Fafts  and  Thaiikfgivings.  In  the 
fpring,  the  governors  of  the  feveral  New-England  States,  except 
Rhode-llland,  iflue  their  proclamation^  appointing  a  day  to  be  re- 
ligioufly  obferved  in  fafting,  humiliation,  and  prayer  throughout 
their  refpeftive  States,  in  which  the  predominating  vices,  that  par- 
ticularly call  for  humiliation,  are  enumerated.  In  autumn,  after 
harveft,  that  gladfome  era  in  the  hufbandman's  life,  the  governors 
again  iflue  their  proclamations,  appointing  a  day  of  public  thankf- 
giving,  enumerating  the  public  blellings  received  in  the  coqrfe  of  the 
foregoing  year. 

I  The 
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This  pions  ciiftom  originated  with  their  venerable  ancefiors,  th«f 
fiift  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  has  been  handed  down  through 
the  fucceflive  generations  of  their  pofterity.  A  cnftom  fo  rational, 
and  fo  happily  calculated  to  cl.erifli  in  the  minds  of  the  people  a 
ienfs  of  their  dependence  on  the  Great  Ben'efactor  of  the  world 
for  all  the'r  hlelTin^s,  it  is  hoped  will  ever  be  preferved. 

The  people  of  New-Engl'nd  orpneraliy  obtain  their  eftates  by  hard 
and  perfevering  labour :  tliey  of  confequence  know  their  value, 
and  fpend  with  frugality.  Yet  in  no  country  do  the  indigent  and 
■unfortunate  fate  better.  Their  laws  oblige  every  town  to  p:-ovide  a 
competent  maintenance  for  their  poor,  and  the  necetlitons  ftranger  is 
proteded,  and  reheved  by  their  humane  inftitutipns.  It  may  in 
truth  be  faid,  that  m  no  part  of  the  v.'orld  are  the  people  happier, 
better  furniflied  v.'iih  the  necelTaries  and  conveniencies  of  life,  or 
more  independent,  than  the  farmers  of  New-England.  As  the 
great  body  of  the  people  are  hardy,  independent  freeholders,  their 
nianners  are,  as  they  ought  to  be,  congenial  to  their  employment, 
plain,  fimple,  and  unpolillied.  Strangers  are  received  and  enter- 
tained among  them  with  a  great  deal  or  artlefs  fmcerity,  and frieyicilyy 
ti7iformal  hofpltali!-^.  Ther  children,  thofe  imhatin}e  creatures,  to 
whole  education  particular  attention  is  paid,  early  imbibe  the  man- 
ners and  habits  of  thofe  around  them  ;  and  the  flranger,  with  plea- 
lure,  notices  the  honeft  and  decent  refpe£l  that  is  paid  him  by  the 
children  as  he  paffes  through  the  country. 

As  the  people,  by  reprefentation,  make  their  own  laws  and  ap- 
point their  own  ofHcers,  they  cannot  be  opprefled  ;  and  living  under 
governments  which  have  few  lucrative  places,  they  have  few  motives 
to  bribery,  corrupt  canvaffings,  or  intrigue.  Real  abihties  and  a 
moral  chara^er  unblemiflied  are  the  qualifications  requifite  in  the  view 
of  mofl  people,  for  officers  of  public  truft.  The  expreffiun  of  a  wifli 
to  be  promoted,  is,  in  fome  parts  of  New-England,  the  diredt  way  to 
be  dilappoinied- 

The  inhabitant?,  in  fome  parts  of  New  England,  are  generally 
fond  of  the  arts  and  fciences,  and  have  cultivated  them  with  great 
fuccefs.  Their  colleges  have  flouriflied.  The  illuftrious  charaders 
they  have  produced,  who  have  diilinguiflied  themfelves  in  politics, 
law,  divinity,  the  mathematics,  and  philofophy,  natural  and  civil 
liiftory,  and  in  the  fine  arts,  particularly  poetry,  evince  the  truth  of 
thele  obfervations. 

The 
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The  women  in  New-England ,  generally  have  fair,  frefli,  and 
healthful  countenances,  mingled  with  much  female  foftnefs  and  de- 
licacy. Thofe  who  have  had  the  advantages  of  a  good  education, 
and  they  &-e  numerous^  are  genteel,  eafy,  and  agreeable  in  their  man- 
ners, and  are  fprightly  and  fenfible  in  their  conveifation.  They  are 
early  taught  to  manage  domeftic  concerns  with  neatnels  and  economy. 
Women  of  the  firftrank  and  fortune  make  it  a  part  of  their  daily  bii- 
nefstofnperintcnd  the  affairs  of  the  family.  Employment  at  the  needle, 
cookery,  and  at  the  fpinning  wheel,  wnth  them  is  honourable.  Idle- 
nefs,  even  in  thofe  of  independent  fortunes,  is  univerfally  difrepu- 
table.  The  women  in  country  towns  manufafture  the  greateft  part 
cf  the  cloathing  of  their  families.  Their  linen  and  woollen  cloths 
are  ftrong  and  decent.  Their  butter  and  cheefe  is  not  infci  ior  to  any 
in  the  world. 

Dancing  is  the  principal  and  favourite  amufement  in  Nev;-Eng- 
land  ;  and  of  this  the  young  peonle  of  both  fexes  are  extremely  fond. 
Gaming  is  praftifed  by  none  but  thofe  who  cannot,  or  rather  will 
not,  find  a  reputable  employment.  The  gai}:efi€r^  the  horfe  jockey, 
and  the  hia'vc^  are  equally  defpifed,  and  their  company  is  avoided 
by  all  who  v%'ould  fuilain  fair  and  irreproachable  chara61:ers. 

The  athletic  and  healthy  diverfions  of  cricket,  foot  ball^  quoits, 
wreuling,  jumping,  hopping,  foot  races,  and  prifon  bars,  are  uni- 
verfally pradifcd  in  the  country,  and  fome  of  them  in  the  mofl  po- 
pulous places,  and  by  people  of  almoft  all  ranks. 

Squirrel-hunting  is  a  noted  diverfion  in  country  places,  where  this 
kind  of  game  is  plenty :  fom.e  divert  themfelves  with  fox-hunting,  and 
others  with  the  more  profitable  fports  of  fifliing  and  duck-hunting;  and 
in  the  frontier  fettlements  where  deer  and  fur  game  abound,  the  inha- 
bitants make  a  lucrative  fport  of  hunting  them.  In  the  winter 
feafon,  while  the  ground  is  covered  with  fnow%  which  is  commonly 
two  or  three  montlis,  fleighing  is  the  general  diverfion.  A  great 
part  of  the  families  throughout  the  country  are  furniflied  with  horfes 
and  ileighs. 

HISTORY   OF    ITS    SETTLEMENT,  &c. 

New-England  was  dilcovered  in  the  beginning  of  the  laft  centur}*, 
and  called  North-Virginia  ;  the  firfl  European  fettlement  v^as  formed 
in  1608  ;  this  firft  colony,  which  was  weak  and  ill-direfted,  did  not 
fucceed,  and  for  fome  time  after  there  v.-ere  op.ly  a  few  adventureis  v»ho 
went  over  at  times  in  the  fummer,  built  themfelves  temporary  huts 
for  the  purpofe  of  trading  with  the  favages,  and,  like  them,  difap- 

VoL,  II,  D  pcared 
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peared  again  for  the  reft  of  the  year;  but  fanaticifm,  which  had 
depopulated  America  in  the  South,  was  delVined  to  re-people  it  ia 
the  North.  New-England  owes  its  regular  lettlement  to  religions 
perfecution.  Soon  after  the  commencement  of  the  reformation  in 
England,*  which  was  not  until  the  year  1534,  the  Protcftants  were 
divided  into  two  parties,  one  the  followers  of  Luther,  and  the 
other  of  Calvin.  The  former  had  chofen  gradually,  and  almoil  im- 
perceptibly, to  recede  from  the  Church  of  Rome ;  while  the  latter, 
more  zealous,  and  convinced  of  the  importance  of  a  thorough  re- 
formation, and  at  the  fame  time  polleiling  much  firmnefs  and  high 
notions  of  rehgious  liberty,  was  for  eftcding  a  thorough  change 
at  once.  Their  confequent  endeavours  to  expunge  from  the  church 
all  the  inventions  which  had  been  brought  into  it  fince  the  days  of 
the  Apoftles,  and  to  introduce  "  Scripture  purity,"  obtained  for 
them  the  name  of  Puritans. 

A  number  of  thefe  people,  upon  the  borders  of  Nottinghamfnire, 
Lincolnfhire,  and  YorkHiire,  having  fuffered  perfecution  patiently 
for  years,  and  fearched  the  Scriptures  diligently,  were  at  length  fully 
of  opinion,  that  the  cercmofiies  of  the  Englifli  church  were  unla-joful-, 
that  the  lordly  power  of  her  prelates  was  contrary  to  the  freedom  of 
the  gofpel ;  and  that  her  offices,  courts,  and  canons,  had  no  warrant 
in  the  word  of  God.  They  determined,  therefore,  to  fhake  o3' 
human  irnpofitions,  brought  into  the  church  againft  the  fuperior 
law  of  Chriii,  the  genius  of  his  plain  religion  and  Chriltian  liberty. 
They  refolved,  as  the  Lord's  Iree  people,  "  to  join  thcmfcl'ves  ly  covenant 
"  into  a  church  Jlate  ;  and.,  agrccahly  to  prefent  or  future  knoivlcdge, 
"  to  walk  in  all  the  noays  of  God,  according  to  their  lefl  abilities,  ivbat- 
"  ez'er  it  cofl  thetiiy  -^ 

The  affembly,  owing  to  the  dilLance  of  habitations,  was  obliged 
to  form  itielf  into  two  diflmct  religious  focicties ;  the  one,  with 
which  is  our  concern,  foon  had  for  its  pallor  the  famous  IMr.  Jehu 
Robinfon.  The  church  kept  together  about  a  year  ;  but  being  ex- 
tremely haraded  by  perfecution,  concluded  upon  removing  to  Hol- 
land. The  pious  refugees  repaired  to  and  fettled  at  Amfterdam  ;  but 
after  a  while  removed  to  Leyden  ;  where  they  were  highly  re- 
fpefted,  and  would  have  been  allowed  fome  public  favour,  had  it 
not  been  for  fear  of  offending  England.  By  hard  and  continued  la- 
bour 

'■*  Such  was  the  r3)  iJ  growth  of  the  Piottftant  intcrc(l,  tl'.at  in  1363,  only  forty-fix 
ye.irs  after  the  commencement  of  the  reformation  by  Luther,  there  were  in  Inwiicc  alone 
tH-o  tliouf.uid  one  hu'  dred  and  fifty  .iTemblits  of  Proteflants. 

•j-  Prince's  New- England  Chronology,  Part  I.  p.  4. 
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boTir  they  obtained  a  living.  The  Dntch  employed  them  before 
others,  for  their  honeft  and  exemplary  behaviour,  and  readily  trufted 
them  wlien  in  want  of  money.  TiJatters,  however,  were  not  aho- 
gether  to  their  mi..d  ;  and  fome  of  the  moft  leniihle  in  161 7  began 
to  think  of  another  removal.  It  was  imagined,  that  if  a  better  and 
eafier  p'ace  of  living  co  dJ  be  had,  nuaibeis  v^ould  join  them.  The 
morals  of  the  Dutch  were  too  difl'ohite,  and  they  were  afraid  that 
their  ofFi^pring  would  become  irreligious.  Eefide,  they  had  an  ar- 
dent, noble,  and  goily  defire,  of  laying  a  foundation  for  fpreading 
the  religion  of  Jcfus  over  the  remote  regions  of  the  earth,  and  of 
handing  d  .wn  to  futuie  ages,  what  they  thought  to  be  the  pure  and 
unadidierated  worfliip  of  the  great  Jehovah.  They  therefore  di- 
refled  thtir  viev»-s  to  Am  rica.  To  ihofe  who  objefted — the  length 
and  danger  of  the  voyage,  the  oifficulties  and  calamities  to  which 
they  (hould  be  expofed,  the  b.irbarities  and  treacheries  of  the  In- 
dians, and  their  in.ibility  to  fupport  the  expenre — it  was  aniwered, 
**  The  dithcLilties  are  not  invincible,  and  may  be  overcome  bv  for- 
titude and  patience  ;  the  ends  propoied  are  good  and  honourable  ; 
the  calling  lawful  and  urgent  j  the  bleffing  of  God  may  therefore 
be  expefted.  We  live  but  as  exiles  now,  and  are  in  a  poor  condi- 
tion. The  truce  with  the  Spaniards  is  haftening  to  a  clofe.  No- 
thing but  preparations  for  war  are  going  forward.  The  Spaniards 
may  be  as  cruel  as  the  favages  ;  and  iamine  and  peftilence  may  be  as 
fore  in  Holland  as  in  America." 

Alter  ferious  and  foleinn  application  to  God  for  diredion,  they 
concluded  on  carrying  the  propofal  of  croffing  the  Atlantic  into  exe- 
cution, intending  to  live  in  a  diftinft  body  by  themfelves,  under 
the  general  government  of  the  Virginia  Company,  and  to  fue  to  his 
majefty.  King  James^  for  full  lilerty  and  freedom  of  confdcnce. 

The  Virginia  Company  granted  them  a  patent,  with  as  ample 
privileges  as  they  could  ;  but,  notwithftanding  the  great  intereft 
made  by  gentlemen  of  the  firft  charadcr,  and  by  the  chief  fecretary 
of  Irate,  the  king  and  etshops  refufed  to  allow  the  refugees,  though 
2t  the  diftance  of  three  thoufand  miles,  liberty  of  confcience  under 
the  royal  feal.  All  they  could  obtain  from  his  majcfty,  was  a  pro- 
mife  that  he  would  connive  at,  and  not  moleft  them,  provided  they 
carried  themfelves  peaceably  j  but  he  would  not  tolerate  them  by 
his  public  authority.  Upon  this  occafion  it  was  wilely  oblerved, 
<*  If  his  majefty's  promife  is  no  fecurity,  a  further  confirmation 
will  be  of  little  value  j  though  it  has  a  feal  as  broad  as  the  houfe- 
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floor,  it  will  not  ferve  the  turn,  for  there  will  be  means  enc^r- 
found,  when  wanted,  to  recall  or  reverfe  it ;  and  we  niiift  refl 
herein  on  God's  Providence."  This  reafoning,  and  the  hope  of 
being  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  eccleliaftical  courts,  prevailed. 
They  refolved  to  venture ;  and,  after  long  attendance,  much  coll 
and  labour,  obtained  a  patent. 

They  agreed,  that  the  minor  part  of  younger  and  flronger  men, 
with  Mr.  Brewller,  an  elder  of  the  church,  fhould  go  firit,  and 
thaftheir  paftor,  Mr.  Robinfon,  fnould  remain  behind  with  the  ma- 
jority, for  a  future  favourable  opportunity. 

The  colony  deftined  for  America  failed  from  Delft-Haven  for 
Southampton  on  the  22d  of  July,  1620,  and  there  met  a  fliip,  having 
forne  Englifh  friends  on  board,  who  propofed  removing  with  them. 
Both  vefTels  proceeded  to  fca,  but  returned  twice  into  port,  on  ac- 
count of  defects  in  the  one  from  Delft,  which  was  difmifTed. 
Part  of  the  company  returned  to  London,  the  remainder  betook 
themfelves  to  the  fliip,  and  failed  from  Plymouth  the  6th  of  Sep- 
tember. After  many  delays,  difficulties,  and  dangers,  they  made 
Cape  Cod  at  break  of  day  on  the  9th  of  November,  and  entered  the 
harbour  on  the  loth. 

It  was  their  intention  to  have  fettled  at  the  mouth  of  Hudfon's 
river;  but  the  Dutch,  intending  to  plant  a  colony  there  of  their 
own,  privately  hired  the  mailer  of  the  fliip  to  contrive  delays  in 
England,  and  then  to  conduft  them  to  thefe  northern  coalls,  and 
there,  under  pretence  of  flioals  and  winter,  to  difcourage  them  from 
venturing  to  the  ])lace  of  deftination.  This  is  confidently  aflerted 
by  the  hiilorians  of  that  time.  Although  Cape  Cod  Harbour  was 
good,  the  country  around  was  fandy  and  barren.  Thefe  were  dif- 
couraging  circumftances  ;  but  the  feafon  being  far  advanced,  they 
prudently  determined  to  make  the  beft  of  their  prelent  fituation. 

As  they  were  not  within  the  limits  of  their  patent,  and  con- 
fequently  not  under  the  jurildi<5tion  of  the  Virginia  Company, 
they  concluded  it  necelFary  to  eftablifli  a  feparate  government 
for  themfelves.  Accordingly,  before  they  landed,  having  de- 
voutly given  thanks  to  God  for  their  fate  arrival,  they  formed 
themfelves  into  a  body  politic,  by  z/olemn  contract,  to  which  they  all 
fubfcribed,  thereby  making  it  the  balls  of  their  government.  They 
chofe  Mr.  John  Carver,  a  gentleman  of  piety  and  approved  abili^ 
ties,  to  be  their  governor  for  the  firft  year.  This  was  on  the  nth 
of  November,  i6zq. 

Their 
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Their  next  objeft  was  to  fix  on  a  convenient  place  for  fettlement. 
In  doing  this  they  were  obliged  to  encounter  numerous  diliicultie?, 
and  to  fufFer  incredible  hardQiips.  Many  of  them  were  fick  in  con- 
fequence  of  the  fatigues  of  a  long  voyage  ;  their  provifions  were 
bad — the  feafon  was  uncommonly  cold — the  Indians,  though  after- 
wards friendly,  were  now  holWe — and  they  were  unacquainted  with 
the  coaft.  Thefe  difficulties  they  furmounted,  and  on  the  31ft  of 
December  they  were  all  fafely  landed  at  a  place,  which,  in  grateful 
commemoration  of  Plymouth  in  England,  the  town  which  they  laft 
left  in  their  native  land,  they  called  Plymouth.  This  is  the  firft 
En<r'ifli  town  that  was  fettled  in  New-En^land. 

o  ^ 

In  fome  of  their  excurfions  in  fenrch  of  a  fuitable  place  for  fet- 
tlement,  they  found  buried  feveral  balkets  of  Indian  corn,  to  the 
amount  of  ten  bufiiels,  which  fortunately  ferved  them  for  planting 
the  next  fpring,  and  perhaps  was  the  means  of  preferving  them  from 
perifliing  with  hunger.  They  made  diligent  inquiry  for  the  owners, 
whom  they  found,   and  afterwards  paid  the  full  value  of  the  corn. 

Before  the  end  of  November,  Sufanna,  the  Wife  of  William 
White,  was  delivered  of  a  fon,  whom  they  called  Peregrine  ;  he  is 
fuppofed  to  have  been  the  firfl  child  of  European  extradion  born  in 
New-England. 

The  whole  company  that  landed  confifled  of  but  one  hundred 
and  one  fotils ;  their  fituation  was  diftreiling,  and  their  profpeft 
trnly  difmal  and  diicouraging.  Their  nearell  neighbours,  except  the 
natives,  were  a  French  fettlement  at  Port  Royal,  and  one  of  the 
Englifli  at  Virginia.  The  nearefl;  of  thefe  was  five  hundred  miles 
from  them,  and  utterly  incapable  of  affording  them  relief  in  a  time 
of  famine  or  danger.  Wherever  they  turned  their  eyes,  diftrefs 
was  before  them.  Perfecuted  for  religion  in  their  native  land — 
grieved  f(;r  the  profanation  of  the  Sabbath,  and  other  iicentioufnefs 
in  Holland — fatigued  by  their  long  and  boillerous  voyaj^e — difap- 
pointed  through  the  treachery  of  their  commander  of  their  expeded 
country — forced  on  a  dangerous  and  unknown  fliore,  in  the  advance 
of  a  cold  winter — furrounded  by  hoftile  barbarians,  without  any 
hope  of  human  fuccour — denied  the  aid  or  favour  of  the  court  of 
England — without  a  public  promife  of  a.  peaceable  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  liberties — worn  out  with  toil  and  fufferlngs,  and 
without  convenient  Ihelter  from  the  rigours  of  the  we.itlier. — ■ 
Such  were  the  profpefts,  and  fuch  the  fituation  of  ihefe  pious  foil- 
tary  ChriHians  j  and,  to  add  to  their  diilreffes,  a  general  and  very 

mortal 
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mortal  ficIcrTefs  prevailed  among  them,  which  fwept  off  fortj'-Hx  of 
their  number  before  the  opening  of  the  next  fpring.  To  fupport 
^em  wnder  thefe  trials,  they  had  need  of  all  the  aids  and  comforts 
which  Chriftianity  affords ;  and  thefe  were  fufficient.  The  free  and 
■ajiroolefted  enjoynnent  of  their  religion  reconciled  them  to  their 
iiunrible  and  lonely  fituation — they  bore  their  hardfhips  uith  unex- 
an".pled  patience,  and  perfevered  in  their  pilgrimage  of  almoil  un- 
paralleled trials,  with  fiich  refignation  and  calmnefs,  as  gave  proof  of 
great  piety  and  unconquerable  virtue. 

It  would  have  been  aftonifliing,  bad  not  thefe  planters  carried 
with  them  opinions  favourable  to  libt-rty.  The  arbitra-y  proceeding? 
of  Elizabeth  and  James  produced  a  fpirit  of  inquir} ,  and  induced 
the  fufferers  and  others  to  canvafs  the  equity  of  thofe  powers  which 
u-ere  fo  improperly  exerciled.  When  the  film  of  prejudice  was  re- 
moved, it  was  eafy  to  difcern  that  tyranny,  whether  in  church  or 
^at€,  could  not  be  vindicated  by  reafon  or  revelation  ;  and  that 
Heaven's  permitting  it,  was  no  more  a  countenance  to  that  than  any- 
other  wickednefs.  Befidc,  the  Plymouthians  had  lived  for  years 
among  a  people,  who  had  been  engaged  in  a  bloody  war  with  a  cruel 
unrelenting  tyrant,  whofe  fovereignty  they  had  renounced.  The 
frequent  converfation  that  muft  have  paffed  between  the  Dutch  and 
Enghfli  refugees,  muft  have  improved  the  attachment  of  the  laft 
to  the  caufe  of  freedom.  It  might  alfo  have  been  hinted  to  them, 
that  it  began  to  be  the  fentiment  of  fome  Englifh  nobles  and  princi- 
pal cou-»moncrs,  that  in  cafe  of  a  removal  to  America,  peifons, 
u'ilhout  any  charter  from  the  crown,  were  at  liberty  to  eftablilli 
what  form  of  government  they  pleafed,  and  to  fet  up  a  new  ftate, 
as  fully,  to  all  intents  and  purpofes,  as  though  they  were  making 
their  firft  entiance  into  civil  iociety. 

No  Vv-onder  then,  efpecially  confidcring  the  general  equality  pre- 
vailing among  them,  that  the  Plymouthians,  by  their  contract  before 
landing,  formed  thcmi'elves  into  a  proper  democracy  ;  and  that  it  was 
entered  in  the  PiTm,outh  records  of  1636,  "  Finding,  that  as  free- 
born  fu!>ic6ts  of  the  ftate  of  England,  we  hither  came  with  all  and 
fingular  the  privileges  belonging  to  fuch  ;  in  the  firft  place  we  think 
good,  that  it  be  eftabliHied  for  an  ac^V,  that,  according  to  the  rights, 
Juppofid  io  le  ivanthig,  and  due  privileges  of  the  fubjedls  aforelaid, 
no  imposition,  law,  or  ordinance,  be  made  or  impofcd  upon  us  at 
prefent,  or  to  come;  but  fuch  as  fiiall  be  made  and  impofed  by 
confent,  according  to  the  free  liberties  of  free-born  fubjefts  of  the 

ftate 
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flate  and  kingdom  of  England,  and  no  othervvife."  They  meant  to  con- 
tinue  their  allegiance  to  the  crown — to  retain  their  connexion  with  the 
mother  country — to  adopt  the  general  laws  of  England  for  the  rule 
of  governmenr,  wherein  they  fuited — and  to  be  governed  by  their 
own  particular  afts  in  other  inftances. 

A  better  fct  of  emigrants  never  croflcd  the  Atlantic  ;  "  they  were 
a  plain,  frugal,  induftrinis,  confcicntious,  and  loving  people ;  and, 
for  the  (lay  in  which  they  lived,  and  confulering  their  education* 
pofleileJ  a  good  fnare  of  politencis.  The  important  light  in  which 
they  viewed  morality,  led  them,  in  many  inftances,  to  fuch  critical 
exaclnefs,  as  would  be  deemed  by  the  moderns  ridiculous  ;  fioni 
thence,  however,  the  community  derived  l'ubi1;antial  benefits.  They 
have  been  ftigmatifed  as  enthufiafts,  but  nothing  like  enthufiafm  is 
to  be  met  with  in  the  records  of  any  of  their  tranfa£tions,  either 
civil  or  ecclefiailic.  Their  piety  indeed  was  eminent  and  fervent, 
but  it  was  alfo  rational,  and  their  religion  was  that  of  the  Bible,  and 
had  a  proper  influence  upon  their  conduft." 

On  the  3d  of  November,  1620,  King  James  figned  a  patent,  in- 
corporating the  Duke  of  Lenox,  the  jNIarquiifcs  of  Buckingham  and 
Hamilton,  the  Earls  of  Arundel  and  Warwick,  Sir  Francis  Goro-es, 
with  thirty-four  others,  and  their  fucceffors,  filling  them,  '  The 
council  ellabliflied  in  Plymouth,  in  the  county  of  Devon,  for  the 
planting,  ruling,  ordering,  and  governing  of  New-England  in  Ame- 
rica.' To  this  council  he  granted  all  that  part  of  America  which  lies 
between  the  40th  and  48th  degrees  of  north  latitude.  This  patent 
is  the  great  civil  hajis  of  all  the  grants  and  patents  by  which  New- 
England  was  afterwards  divided.  This  council  retained  the  power 
vefted  in  them  by  the  crown  until  the  year  1635,  when  they  refigneJ 
their  charter. 

In  March,  1621,  Mafalfoit,*  one  of  the  moft  powerful  Saga- 
mores of  the  neighbouring  Indians,  with  fixty  attendants,  made  a 
viliL  to  the  Plymouth  fettlers,  and  entered  into  a  formal  and  very-, 
friendly  treaty  with  them,  wherein  they  agreed  to  avoid  injuries  on 
both  fides — to  punifli  offenders — to  reflore  flolen  goods — to  affift 
each  other  in  all  juftifiabie  wars — to  promote  peace  among  their 
neighbours,  &:c. — Mafaffuii;  and  his  fucceffors,  for  fifty  years,  in- 
violably obferved  this  treaty.     The  Englifli  are  much  indebted  to 

'*  The  fent  of  Mafaffoit  was  at  Pakanokit,  on  Namaiket  river,  wbjcb  empties  into 
Narraganfct  Bay. 

bim 
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him  for  his  friendfliip,  and  his  memory  will  ever  be  refpefted  irt 

New-England. 

The  Narraganfets,  difliking  the  conduft  of  IMafalFoit,  declared 
war  againfl  him,  which  occafioned  much  confulion  and  figfiting 
among  the  Indians.  The  Plymouth  colony  interpofed  m  favour  of 
Mafaflbit,  their  good  ally,  and  terminated  the  dif[.u:e,  to  the  terror 
of  their  enemies  :  even  Canonlcus  himfelf,  the  terrific  Sachem  of 
the  Narraganfets,  fued  for  peace. 

The  prudent,  friendly,  and  upright  conduft  of  the  Plymouth  co- 
lony towards  their  neighbours,  the  Indians,  fecured  their  friendfliip 
and  alliance.  On  the  13th  of  September,  1621,  no  lefs  than  nine 
Sachems  declared  allegiance  to  King  James  ;  and  MafalFoit,  with 
many  of  his  Sub-Sachems,  who  lived  around  the  bays  of  Patuxent 
and  Malfachufetts,  fubfcribed  a  writing,  acknowledging  the  King  of 
England  their  majlcr.  Thefe  tianladtions  are  {o  many  proofs  of  the 
peaceful  and  benevolent  difpofition  of  the  Plymouth  fettlers ;  for 
had  they  been  othervvife  difpofed,  they  never  could  have  introduced 
and  maintained  a  friendly  intercourfe  with  the  natives. 

On  the  loth  of  September  this  year,  the  king  granted  to  Sir  Wil- 
liam Alexander  a  patent  of  all  the  traft  of  country  bounded  by  a 
line  drawn  from  Cape  Sables  to  the  Bay  of  St.  Mary ;  thence  to 
the  river  St.  Croix  ;  thence  north  to  Canada  river  j  down  the  river 
Gachepe  ;  thence  fouth-eall:  to  Cape  Breton  ifland  and  Cape  Breton  ; 
thence  round  to  Cape  Sables  ;  with  all  feas  and  iflands  within  fix 
leagues  of  the  weftern  and  eafl:crn  parts,  and  within  forty  leagues 
fouthward  of  Cape  Breton  and  Cape  Sables  j  to  be  called  Nova 
Scotia. 

This  year,  1622,  died  Squanto,  the  friend  of  the  Englifli,  who 
mciits  to  have  his  name  perpetuated  in  hiftory.  Squanto  was  one 
of  the  twenty  Indians  whom  Hunt  perfidioufly  carried  to  S]>ain  ; 
whence  he  came  to  London,  and  afterwards  returned  to  his  native 
country  with  the  Plymouth  colony.  Forgetting  the  perfidy  of  thofc 
who  made  him  a  captive,  he  became  a  warm  friend  to  the  Englifh* 
and  continued  fo  to  the  day  of  his  death.  A  few  days  before  he  died. 
he  defired  the  governor  to  pray  that  he  might  go  to  the  Englifliman's 
God  in  heaven. 

In  March,   1624,    Mr.  Winllow,  agent  for  the  colony,  arrived. 

and,  together  with  a  good  fupply  of  cloathing,  brought  a /^/<// ^z;?^ 

three  beifcrs,  which  wcfe  the   firfi:  cattle  of  the  kind  in  this  part  of 

America.     From  thefe,  and  others  that  were  at-terwai'ds  brought 
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^)ver  from  England,  fprang  ths  prefent  multitude  of  cattle  in  the 
Borthein  flates.  None  of  the  domeftic  animals  were  found  in  Ame- 
rica by  the  firft  European  fcttlers. 

At  the  clofe  of  this  year,  1624,  the  plantation  at  New-Plymouth 
confilled  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  perfons,  who  lived  in  thirty-two 
dwelling  houfes.  Their  flock  was  a  few  cattle  and  goat?,  and  a 
plenty  of  fwine  and  poultry.  Their  town  was  impaled  ^bour  half  a 
hnile  in  compafs.  On  a  high  mount  in  the  town  they  had  ereded  a 
fort  of  wood,  lime,  and  ftone,  and  a  handfome  watch  tower. 

The  year  1625  is  dlilinguiflied  by  the  death  of  the  Rev:  Mr.  Ro- 
binfon  ;  he  died  at  Leyden  in  Anarch,  in  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  age. 
Ke  was  truly  a  great  and  good  man,  and  lived  in  great  love  and  har- 
mony with  his  people ;  he  was  held  in  high  eftimation  by  all  his 
acquaintance,  for  his  learning,  piety,  moderation,  and  excellent  ac- 
compliflimcnts.  His  death  was  lamented  as  a  public  lofs,  and  felt 
by  none  more  than  by  his  beloved  and  far-diftant  people  at  Ply- 
mouth. His  fon  Ifaac  went  over  to  Plymouth,  where  he  lived  to  the 
age  of  ninety  years.  His  defcendants  ftill  live  in  Barnflable  county, 
in  IMaflachufetts. 

After  the  death  of  Mr.  Robinfon,  the  remaining  part  of  his  con- 
gregation were  extremely  defirous  of  going  over  to  their  friends  at 
Plymouth,  and  meafures  were  taken  for  the  purpole;  yet  it  was  not 
until  the  year  1629  that  they  effeded  their  defign. 

T\\Q  PlyKoufl'laas  having  cltaied  the  way  for  other  fufFerers  to  fettle 
in  America,  with  lei's  difficulty  and  danger  than  what  they  had 
experienced  ;  the  faaie  of  their  plantation  fprer.ding  through  the 
weftern  parts  of  England,  and  the  government  in  church  and  (late 
growing  more  and  more  oppreflive ;  the  territory  of  the  MalTachu- 
fetts-Bay  was  purchaied  of  the  Plymouth-Council,  in  the  year  1628, 
and  a  company  foon  formed,  who  coniuked  on  fettling  a  plantation, 
to  which  non-conforming  puritans  might  emigrate  in  order  to  enjoy 
their  own  principles  in  full  fecurity.  Their  fufferings  had  been 
moderated  for  a  few  years  before  Elizabeth's  death.  The  queen  was 
far  advanced  in  life ;  the  next  heir  to  the  crown  was  a  prefryterian, 
who  had  fubfcribed  to  the  Scotch  national  covenant,  and,  with  hands 
uplifted  to  heaven,  had  pronounced,  "  The  Scotch  kirk  the  pureft 
in  the  world,  and  the  fervice  of  the  kirk  of  England  an  evil  faid  mafs 
in  English,  that  wants  nothing  of  the  mafs  but  the  liftings :"  he  had 
interceded  for  fome  of  the  perfecuted  minifters ;  and  the  bidiops 
were  cautious  of  adting  agaiaft  a  party,  for  whom  King  James  had 

Vol.  II.  E  declared; 
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declared:  but  upon  his  afcending  the  throne,  the  fears  of  thchigb 
church.-rien  and  the  hopes  of  the  non  conformifts  vveie  foon  ended. 
It  was  not  long  before  the  king  became  in  the  church  a  furious  per-* 
fecutor  of  the  non-conformifls,  and  in  the  flate  as  errant  a  defpot  as 
his  cowardice  would  allow.  In  fligmatizing  for  puritans,  all  who 
ftood  by  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  oppofed  his  arbitrary  government,, 
though  ftrenuous  churchmen,  he  ftrengthened  the  caufe  of  the 
church-puritans:  the  fornner,  called  by  way  of  di-ftindion  ftafe-puri- 
tans,  joining  the  latter,  both  together  became  at  length  the  majority 
of  the  nation. 

Still  the  times  were  not  mended;  and  the  death  of  James  made- 
way  for  their  becoming  much  worfe.  Charles  took  for  his  bofom 
counfcllor,  in  religious  aifairs,  Biiliop  Laud,  the  moll  nnqualihed 
perfon  for  the  purpofe  of  any  to  be  found  in  the  three  kingdoms ; 
he  alfo  refigned  himfelf  up  to  the  moft  arbitrary  cop.ncils. 

The  lowering  profpeft  th!':k-ened  apace ;  the  X^laflachufctts  Com- 
pany, therefore,  provided  a  fare  retreat  in  feafon.  They  applied 
immediately  to  the  improvement  of  their  purchafed  territory,  and 
fent  out  Captain  John  Endicott  and  others,  with  fervants,  to  begin  a 
plantation,  who  arrived  at,  what  is  now  named,  Salem.  They  foon 
lifter  petitioned  for  a  ?-oyaI  charter^  hoping  that  their  exill:ence  and 
powers  vv'ould  be  thereby  fecured  and  promoted.  They  fucceeded, 
and  on  the  4th  of  J/larch,  1629,  a  charter  of  incorporation  was 
granted,  making  them  a  body  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Go- 
vernor and  Company  of  the  Maffachuietts-Bay  in  New-England/* 
with  as  fall  powers  as  any  other  corporation  in  the  realm  of  Eng- 
land. The  grant  and  fale  of  the  Plymouth-Council  was  confirmed. 
Till  the  annual  eleftion  by  the  company  could  commence,  the 
governor,  deputy-governor,  and  eighteen  affiftants  were  fpecified. 
The  mode  of  governing,  and  of  admitting  freemen  was  prefcribed. 
They  were  empowered  to  cleft:  and  conilitute  fuch  other  officers, 
as  might  be  thought  requiGte  for  the  managing  of  their  affairs;  and 
to  make  laws  and  ordinances,  not  contrary  to  the  laws  and  ftatutea 
of  the  realm,  for  the  good  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  government 
of  their  lands  and  plantation,  and  the  inhabitants  thereof.  They 
were  allowed  to  tranfport  perfons,  whether  fubjeds  or  flrangers, 
weapons,  merchandiie,  &:c.  any  law  to  the  contrary  notwithflanding 
— fuch  was  the  difpenfing  power  the  king  aflumed.  He  alfo  ex- 
empted them  from  paying  cufh)m  or  fubhdy  for  feven  years :  the 
governor  and  company,  their  facTiors  and  affigns,  vvere  to  pay  ncitb.er 
2  that 
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^at  nor  any  taxes  in  New-England  for  the  fame  fpace.  All  were  freed 
from  duties  upon  goods  iinported  or  exported  for  twenty-one  years, 
except  the  old  five  per  cent,  cuftom  upon  impo-rts  after  the  expi- 
ration of  the  feven  years.  All  his  nnajefty's  fubjefts  going  to  and 
inhabiting  tlie  company's  lands,  together  with  their  children,  were 
to  enjoy  all  the  liberties  of  free  and  natural  fubjefts,  within  any  of 
his  dominions,  the  fame  as  though  born  in  England.  Eefide,  the 
governor  and  company  were  entrufted  with  the  power  of  making 
laws,  ordinances,  &c.  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England ;  of  fet- 
tling the  government  and  magiftracy  of"  the  plantation  and  its  inha- 
bitants;  of  naming  all  the  officers  ;  and  of  fetting  forth  their  feverai 
duties,  powers,  and  limits  ;  and  the  king  commanded  that  all  fuch 
laws,  ordinances,  &c.  fliould  be  published,  in  writing,  under  the 
common  feal  of  the  company,  and  thereupon  be  carefully  oblcrved 
snd  put  into  execution,  according  to  their  true  meaning.  The 
charter*  does  not  once  mention  liberty  of  ccnfciefice  or  toleration  ; 
though  one  f  hiftorian  has  inadvertently  advanced,  that  "  free  li- 
berty of  confcience  was  likewife  granted  to  all  who  fliould  iettle  in 
the  Maflachufetts-Bay,  to  worflilp  God  in  their  own  way;"  and 
another,  +  "  the  charter  granted  toleration  to  all  Chriftlans,  except 
papifts."  The  aflertions  apply  only  to  the  charter  granted  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary. 

The  company,  in  the  exercife  of  their  chartered  powers,  deter- 
mined, on  the  30th  of  April,  1629,  that  a  governor  and  council  of 
twelve,  reliding  on  the  plantation,  fliould  have  the  fole  ordering  of 
its  affairs  and  government.  They  appointed  Captain  Endicott  go- 
vernor, and  leven  gentlemen  going  from  England  to  be  counfellors, 
and  direded  how  the  other  five  fli.ould  be  ele<Sted,  together  with  a 
deputy-governor  and  fecrctary. 

MefTrs.  Higginfon,  Skelton,  Bright,  John  and  Samuel  Browne, 
were  of  the  feven  counfellors  nominated  by  the  company.  The 
three  firft,  being  miniflers,  had  declared  themfelves  to  be  of  one 
judgment,  and  to  be  fully  agrfed  in  the  manner  how  to  exercife 
their  miniftry.  The  company's  committee  in  their  letter  to  Gover- 
nor Endicott,  exprefTed  good  hopes  on  account  of  it,  and  at  the 
fame  time  recommended  MefTrs.  John  and  Samuel  Browne  as  men 


*  See  the  Charter  in  Hiitchinfon's  ColkcifHon  of  Papers,  p.  i — 13. 

f    Neale's  Hiftory  of  the  Puritans,  4to.  Vol.  I.  p.  54?. 

\  H-Jtchinfon's  Hirtory  of  the  MafTachufetts-Bay.  Vol.  JI.  j>.  3. 
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whom  they  much  refpeded,  being  fully  perfuaded  of  their  fincere 
affeftions  to  the  good  of  the  plantation.*  The  miniflers  and  pal'- 
fengers  were  epifcopally  inclined  when  they  left  EngUnd,  though 
they  could  not  conform  to  many  ceremonies  and  cufloms,  nor  fub- 
mit  to,  wliat  they  judged,  different  corruptions,  impofed  upon  their 
confciences  by  the  king  and  prelates ;  they  were  alio  ftrongly  pre* 
judiced  agaiaft  the  feparatifts,  in  which  clafs  the  Plymouthians  were 
numbered;  but  long  before  they  arrived,  or  even  failed,  a  Dodtor 
Fuller,  a  deacon  of  the  church  at  Plymouth,  and  well  verfed  in  its 
difcipline,  having  been  fent  for  on  account  of  a  fatal  ficknefs  which 
t-roke  out  among  the  emigrants  after  their  arrival  at  Salem,  had, 
by  his  converfation  with  Captain  Endicott,  taken  off  the  ill  efFedl  of 
common  report,  and  brought  him  to  think  favourably  of  the  outward 
form  of  worfhip  efpoufed  by  the  Plymouthians.  The  influence  of 
the  doctor's  intercourfe  with  the  Salem  fettlers  cannot  be  thought 
to  have  been  confined  to  the  captain.  When  the  bufuiefs  of  orga- 
nizing a  church  was  brought  forvi'ard  after  the  arrival  of  the  coun- 
fellors,  the  matter  was  frequently  canvaiTed,  and  at  length  it  was  de- 
termined to  form  it  nearly  upon  the  plan  of  the  one  at  Plymouth,  and 
-$9  invite  the  latter  to  be  prefent,  by  their  meflengers,  at  the  ordi- 
nation of  :he  xTjiniflers  MefTrs.  Skeiton  and  Higginfon.  Notwith- 
flanding  crofs  winds,  the  Plymouth  meffengers  were  time  enough 
to  give  the  right  hand  of  fellov/fliip,  by  which  ceremony  the  two 
churches  profefieu  mutual  affeftion  and  communion. 

While  things  were  thus  fettling  on  the  continent,  Mr.  Matthew 
Craddock,  the  governor  in  England,  propofed  at  the  general  court, 
that  for  the  advancement  of  the  plantation,  the  encouragement  of 
perfons  of  worth  and  quality  to  tranfplant  themfelves  and  families, 
and  other  weighty  reafons,  the  government  of  the  plantation  fliould 
be  transferred  to  its  inhabitants,  and  not  be  continued  in  fubordi- 
nation  to  !he  company  at  London  :  the  matter  was  debated,  and  it 
was  agreed,  that  the  perfons  prefent  Iliould  ib'ioufly  confider  the 
bi.finefs  againfl  the  next  general  C(^urt ;  it  was  alfo  requefted,  that 
they  would  in  the  mean  while  conduit  themfelves  with  fuch  privacy 
that  the  affair  might  not  be  divulged.  At  a  month's  end  they  met, 
and  agreed,  that  the  government  and  patent  fliould  be  fettled  in  New- 
England,  if  it  could  be  done  legally. 

*  SiitTolk  Record'. 

The 
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The  advice  of  council  was  ordered  to  be  taken,  and  it  was  con- 
iidered  how  to  execute  the  projeded  removal  without  offending 
government. 

On  the  20th  of  Odloberthe  company,  at  a  general  court,  proceeded 
to  a  new  e!eftion  of  officers,  who  were  to  repair  to  and  fettle  in 
New-England.  They  chofe  for  governor  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  of 
Groton,  in  Suffolk,  a  gentleman  well  known  for  his  piety,  liberality, 
wifdom,  and  gravity.  The  bufinefs  of  transferring  the  patent  and 
corporation,  and  of  taking  over  nev/  fettlcrs,  was  profecuted  with 
vigour.  This  entcrprifc  produced  a  general  rumour,  as  its  extent 
and  magnitude,  the  number  and  principles  of  the  perfons  engaged  in 
it,  opened  upon  the  public.  The  intentions  of  the  parties  being 
fufpe6ted,  and  jealoufies  arifing  concerning  them,  Governor  Win- 
throp, and  other  gentlemen,  to  remove  prejudices,  conciliate  the 
,minds  of  the  difaffefted,  and  recommend  themfelves  and  their 
expedition  to  the  favourable  regards  of  all  ferious  Chriftians  of  ths 
epifcopal  perfuafion,  addrefled  their  brethren  in  and  of  th-e  Church 
of  England,  and  afterwards  failed  from  Yarmouth  in  the  IQe  of 
Wight,  to  America,  April  7,   1630. 

The  company  arrived  at  Salem  on  June  12,  and  foon  after  were 
in  number  more  than  fifteen  hundred  perfons,  from  different  coun- 
iies  in  England.  They  applied  themfelves  early  to  the  forming  of 
churches  ;  but  the  Rev.  INlr.  Cotton,  who  went  from  Eollon  in  Lin- 
colnfliire,  to  iake  leave  of  his  departing  friends  at  Southampton, 
having  told  them  to  advife  with  the  Plymouthians,  and  to  do  nothing 
to  otfcnd  them,  and  a  precedent  exifting  in  the  church  at  Salem, 
they  difmiffed  all  the  peculiarities  of  cpifcopacy,  and  preferred  the 
congregational  mode  in  general.  Hov/cver,  they  had  no  fettled 
plan  of  church  difcipline,  till  after  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Cotton  in  1633, 
who  was  confidered  as  a  kind  of  oracle  in  both  civil  and  facred  mat- 
ters, and  gradually  moulded  all  their  church  adminiiirations,  an4 
thus  determined  the  ecclefiaftical  conftitution  of  the  colony. 

From  this  time  New-England  began  to  flourifli.  Settlements  were 
fuccefsfully  enterprized  at  Charlellon,  Bofton,  Dorchefter,  and 
other  places,  fo  that  in  forty  years  from  this  period,  on.e  hundred 
and  twenty  towns  Avere  fettled,  and  forty  churches  were  ga- 
thered. 

The  Laudian  perfecution  v/as  conducted  with  unrelenting  feve- 
rity;  and  while  it  caufed  the  dcftruftion  of  thoufands  in  England^ 
proved  to  be  a  principle  of  life  and  vigour  to  the  infant  fettlemcnts  iti 

America 
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America.  Several  men  of  eminence  in  England,  who  were  the 
friends  and  proteftors  of  the  Puritans,  entertained  defigns  of  fettling 
in  New-England,  if  they  fliould  fail  in  the  meafures  they  were  pur- 
fuing  for  the  eftablifhment  of  the  liberty,  and  the  reformation  of  the 
religion  of  their  own  country.  They  folicited  and  obtained  grants  in 
New-England,  and  were  at  great  pains  in  fettling  them.  Among 
thefe  patentees  were  the  Lords  Brook,  Say  and  Seal,  the  Pelhams, 
the  Hampdens,  and  the  Pyms  ;  names  which  afterwards  appeared 
with  great  eclat.  Sir  Matthew  Boynton,  Sir  William  Conftable,  Sir 
Arthur  Haflerig,  and  Oliver  Cromwell,  were  aftually  upon  the 
point  of  embarking  for  New-England,  when  Archbifliop  Laud,  un- 
willing that  fo  many  objedts  of  his  hatred  fliould  be  removed  out  of 
the  reach  of  his  power,  applied  for,  and  obtained  an  order  from  the 
court  to  put  a  ftop  to  thefe  tranfportations.  However,  he  was  not 
able  to  prevail  fo  far  as  to  hinder  New-England  from  receiving  vaft 
additions,  as  well  of  the  clergy,  who  were  filenced  and  deprived  of 
their  living  for  non-conformity,  as  of  the  laity  who  adhered  to  their 
opinions. 

It  vv'as  in  the  fprlngof  this  year,  163c,  that  the  great  conspi- 
3.ACY  was  entered  into  by  the  Tnflians  in  all  parts,  from  the  Narra- 
ganfets  round  to  the  eaftward,  to  extirpate  the  Englifli.  The  co- 
lony at  Plymouth  was  the  principal  objct't  of  this  confpiracy  ;  they 
well  knew  that  if  they  could  effect  the  deftruftion  of  Plymouth",  the 
infant  fettlement  at  Maffachufetts  would  fall  an  eafy  facrifice.  They 
kid  their  plan  with  much  art.  Under  colour  of  having  fome 
(liverfion  ."it  Plymouth,  they  intended  to  have  fallen  upon  the  inhabi- 
tants,, and  thus  to  have  eftefted  their  dcfign.  But  their  plot  was  dif- 
clofed  to  the  people  of  Charlefton  by  John  Sagamore,  an  Indian, 
who  had  always  been  a  great  friend  to  the  Englifli.  The  treacher- 
ous defign  of  the  Indians  alarmed  the  Englifli,  and  induced  them  to 
ere6t  forts  and  maintain  guan's,  to  prevent  any  fuch  fatal  furprizc 
in  future.  Thefe  preparations,  and  the  firing  of  the  great  guns,  fo 
terrified  the  Indians,  that  they  difj)erfed,  relinquiflied  their  defign, 
and  declared  therafelves  the  friends  of  the  Englifh. 

From  the  beginning  of  the  colony  of  Maflachufetts,  until  the 
e^-nigration  ceafed,  through  a  change  of  affairs  in  England,  in  1640, 
there  arrived  in  two  hundred  and  ninety-eight  vellels,  about' twenty- 
anc  thouland  two  hundred  fettlcrs,  men,  women,  and  children,  or 
four  thoufund  families,  but  they  did  not  all  confine  themlelves  to  the 
I'{iafi;icluiictt5.    Thefe  I'cttlcrs  were  no  lefs  ilrenuous  for  their  own 

particular. 
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j^artiailar  rights  and  advantages  than  the  Plymouthians.  When,  there- 
fore, the  governor  and  company  removed  Irom  Londoti  to  the  Mafla- 
chuietts,  they  renounced  the  appearance  of  a  corporation,  and  ai- 
fumcd  the  form  of  a   commonwealth,  varying,  as  it  fuited  them, 
from  the  direftions  of  the  charter.    The  change  of  place  and  circum 
ftances  prevented  their  keeping  to  ic  in  certain  inftances,  though  not 
iu  others  ;   but  they  could  cafily  f^itisfy  themfelves  as  to  any  viohi- 
tions,  for  "  they  apprehended  themfelves  fubjed  to  no  other  laws 
or  rules  of  government,  than  what  arofe  from  natural  reafon  and  the 
principles  of  equity,    except  any  pofuive  rules  from  the  word  of 
God."*     Perfons  of  influence  among  them  held,  that  birth  was  no 
necelfary  cauTe  of  lubjedion  ;  for  that  the  fubjecl  of  any  prince  or 
{late  had  a  natural  right  to  remove  to   any  other  flace  or  quarter  of 
the  world,  when  deprived  of  liberty  of  confciencc,  and  that  upon 
fijch  removal  his  fubjecftion  ceafed.     They  called  their  own  a  volun- 
tary  civil  fiibjection,     ariling   merely  from  a  mutual    compaft  be- 
tween them  and  the  king,  foxindcd  upon  the  charter.     By  this  com- 
part, they  acknowledged  ihemftlvcs  bound,  fo  tliat  they  could  not 
beiubjed  to,  or  feek  proteflion  from,  any  other  piince,  neither  could 
make  laws  repugnant  to  thole  of  England,  8ic.  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  they  maintained  that  they  were  to  be  governed  by  laws  made: 
by  themfelves,  and  by  officers  of  their  own  elei^ting.-j-     They  meant 
to  be  independent  of  Englifli  parliaments,  and  therefore,  when  their 
intimate  triends  were  become  leading  members  in  the  Hoiile  of  Com- 
mons,   and  they  were  advifed,    on  accoL'.nt  of  the  great  liberty  to 
which  King  Charles  left  the  parliament,  to  fend  over  fome  to  folicit 
lor  them,  and  had  hopes  given  that  they  might  obtain  much,  the  go- 
vernor and   afhftantc,  after  meeting  in   council  upon  the  occafion, 
*'  declined  the  motion,  on  this  conlideration,  that  if  they  Iliould  put 
themfelves  under  the  proteftion  of  the  parliament,  they  rnufl  then  be 
fubjedt  to  all  fuch  laws  as  they  fliould  make,  or  at  leaft  fuch  as  they 
might   impofc   upon    them,  in  which  cafe,  though  they  fnould  in- 
tend their  good,  yet,  it  might  prove  very  prejudicial  to  t,hea)."  + 

Whatever  approbation  Inch  fentiments  may   meet  widi  fr-€fm  the 
iriends  of  liberr%',  thele  mult  regret  the  inconfi^encies  ta  v/hich  hu- 

*  HutchinLn's  Lcrrer  of  Decemlcr  7,   1762. 

f  Hiitchinroii's  Hiitory,  vol,  I.  p.  251,   and  252. 

J  Extrail  from  GcvcrDw  W'i;i:hrjp's  MS.  Hifto  /. 
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man  nature  is  fubje(?t,  in  thofe  very  perfons  whofe  experience 
{hould  have  taught  them,  to  do  unto  others,  as  they  would  that  others 
fliould  have  done  unto  them,  when  they  themfelves  were  iVifFering 
under  the  rehntlefs  hand  of  arbitrary  government.  But  what  is 
man!  So  early  as  the  fecond  general  court  after  the  arrival  of  the 
governor  and  coinpan}^,  held  May  i8,  163  i,  inftead  of  refolving  to 
admit  ail  the  fuitable  and  deferving  to  a  generous  participation  of  their 
freedom,  they  paiTed  the  per?! icious  and  difingmuous  order,  "  For  time 
to  conic,  no  manjhall  he  aJmitfed  to  the  freedom  of  this  body  politic^  hut 
fuch  as  are  members  of  fame  of  the  churches  nvilhin  the  liirits  of  the 
fame.'"*  They  foon  after  concluded,  that  none  but  fuch  fltould  fhare 
in  the  adm/miftration  of  civil  government,  or  have  a  voice  in  any  elec- 
tion. Thus  a  powerful  and  mifchievous  alliance  was  formed  between 
the  churches  and  the  flate.  The  afcendency  of  the  clergy  was  fecured 
and  much  incrcafed,  for  no  one  could  be  proDofed  to  the  church  for 
a  member,  unlefs  the  minifter  allovved  it.  The  minifters  were  con- 
fulted  by  the  general  court  in  all  matters  of  great  moment ;  and  no- 
thing was  determined  in  fuch  cafes,  without  a  formal  reference  to 
them,  who,  as  might  be  expected,  ufed  their  influence  with  the 
people,  to  procure  an  approbation  of  the  meafures  which  they  them- 
felves had  advifed.f 

In  May,  1634,  inftead  of  the  freemen's  appearing  perfona'ly  in 
the  general  court,  they  for  the  firft  time  fent  deputies,  to  the  num- 
ber of  twenty-four.  This  was  a  variation  from  the  charter,  which 
gave  no  power  to  admit  reprefentatives.  Thefe,  with  the  governor, 
deputy  governor,  andailiftants,  formed  the  legiflature  of  the  colony, 
met  and  voted  together  in  one  apartment  till  March  1644,  when  it 
was  ordained,  that  the  governor  and  afiiftants  fliould  fit  apart  : 
and  thus  commenced  the  Houfc  of  Reprefentatives,  as  a  diilinft 
body. 

The  general  court  afTumed  fpiritual  jurifdiiftion.  Being  church 
members,  they  might  fuppofe  they  reprefentcd  the  churches,  no  lefs- 
than  the  colony.  They  would  approve  of  no  churches  after  a  certain 
period,  March  8,  1636,  unlefs  they  had  the  approbation  of  the  ma- 
giftrate?  and  ciders  ofmofi  of  the  churches  within  the  colony,  noir 
would  admit  to  freedom  any  of  their  members.  They  prefied  colo- 
nial uniformity  in  religion,  till  they  became  perfecutor.=.J     What- 

*  MaiTachufetts  Records,  vol.  1. 

f   Ilutchinfon's  Hiilory,  vol.  I.  p.  4^4. 
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ever  apology  may  be  made  for  the  treatment  given  to  Episcoha- 
LiANS,  Baptists,  and  Quakers,  the  colony  cannot  be  cleared  fiom 
the  charge  of  perfecuting  ;  that,  however,  will  not  juftify  thofe  who 
perfecute  with  reproaches  and  ilUwill  the  prefent  generation,  now- 
reprobating  the  intolerance  of  their  forefathem,  which  at  that  period 
was,  more  or  lefs,  the  ftain  of  moil  religious  parties.  "  It  was  not 
peculiar  to  the  Malfachufetts  people  to  think  thcmfelves  bound  incon- 
fcience  to  ufc  the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftrate  to  convince,  or  cut  off 
heretics,  that  fo  they  might  not  infe£l  the  church,  or  injure  the 
public  peace."*  The  true  grounds  of  liberty  of  confcience  were  not 
th»;n  known  or  embraced  by  many  fe£ts  of  Chriftians. 

The  government  of  MalTachufctts  was  in  divers  refpefts  abfolute. 
Both  magillrates  and  general  court  often  judged  and  punifhed,  in  a 
fummary  way,  without  a  jury,  according  to  difcretion,  as  occafions 
occurred.  It  was  four  years  before  it  was  enafted  or  ordered,  that 
no  trial  fhould  pafs  upon  any  for  life  or  banifliment,  but  by  a  jury 
of  freemen  :  and  within  three  years  after,  that  law  was  violated 
even  by  the  general  court.  They  exercifed,  while  fitting,  legilla- 
tive,  judicial,  and  executive  powers — a  pra(5tice  which  muft  ever  be 
dangerous  to  the  rights  of  a  people,  even  when  allowed  to  their  owa 
annual  reprefentatives. 

The  country  at  length  grew  uneafy  at  thefe  proceedings ;  were 
fufpiclous  that  the  general  court  affefted  arbitrary  government,  and 
earneftiy  expefted  a  body  of  laws  to  diredt  and  protect  them  in  all 
their  juft  rights  and  privileges. f  It  was  the  more  neceflary  to  comply 
with  the  prevailing  expectation,  for  the  bufinefs  had  been  long  in 
agitation;  not  only  fo,  but  a  great  majority  of  the  inhabitants  were 
not  freemen,  not  being  members  of  the  congregational  churches,  or 
declining  to  take  up  their  freedom,  in  order  to  lecure  an  exemption 
from  ferving  in  civil  offices.  It  was  not,  till  1648,  that  the  body  of 
laws  were  digefled  and  printed. 

The  conduifl  of  the  colony  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  inveteracy 
of  the  Englifli  adminiftration  on  the  other,  v/ould  certainly  have 
produced  a  revocation  of  the  charter,  and  probably  the  ruin  of  the 
plantation,  had  not  the  difturbances  in  England  prevented.  It  became 
a  favourite,  upon  the  change  that  followed  them ;  and  while  Oliver 
Cromwell  ruled,  met  v/ith  the  utmofl  indulgence.     From  1640,  to 

-  Mr.  John  Ca'.cndni's  Century  Sermon. 

f  Maffachufects  Records  for  the  4th  of  November,  1C46,  V9I.  I, 
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1660,  it  approached  very  near  to  an  independent  commonwealth.*  TH4 
Houie  of  Commons,  in  a  memorable  refolve  of  the  loth  of  March, 
1642,  pafTed  in  favour  of  it,  gives  New-England  the  title  of  kingdom. f 
The  commiffioners  for  New-England,  fent  over  by  King  Chai  les  II. 
affert  in  their  narrative,  J  that  the  colony  folicited  Cromwell  to  be  de- 
clared a  free  ftate,  which  is  not  unlikely. 

It  has  b;;en  already  mentioned,  that  all  the  perfons  palling  over 
to  the  Maffachufetts  did  not  confine  themfelves  to  that  colony. 

In  1635,  feveral  families  removed  to  Connefticut  river,  by  mu- 
tual agreement  v?ith  their  fellow  emigrants  that  remained  behind. 
Plantations  were  formed  at  Hartford,  Windfor,  and  Wea'hersfiek?. 
The  inhabitants  being  foon  after  fully  fatisfied  that  they  were  out  of 
the  Maflachufetts  limits,  and  of  courfe  jurifdiftioii,  entered  into  a 
combination  among  themfelves,  became  a  body  politic,  without  re- 
ftrainingthe  freedom  of  their  civil  government  to  the  memberfliip  of 
their  churches,  and  proceeded  to  the  choice  of  magiftrates  and  repre- 
fentatives.  By  the  articles  of  government,  it  was  determined  that 
there  fliould  be  annually  two  general  courts,  and  that  no  perfon 
fhould  be  chofen  governor  more  than  once  in  two  years.  IBut  it  mult 
be  obferved,  that  the  fame  year,  in  which  the  families  removed  from 
the  Maflachufetts,  Lords  Say  and  Brooke,  with  other  gentlemen, 
having  obtained  a  grant,  John  Winthrop,  Elq.  was  appointed  gover- 
nor, took  polTeffion  of  Connefticut  river,  and  began  to  eredl  a  fort, 
which  he  called  Say-Brooke,  to  fecure  the  mouth  of  it.  He  was  fup- 
plied  with  men,  provifions,  and  all  things  necefiary,  by  a  veflel  from 
England,  fent  by  the  grantees,  which  arrived  the  latter  end  of  No- 
vember. Some  of  the  grantees  had  in  contemplation  the  tran1pc.-t- 
ing  themfelves,  families,  and  cffedis,  to  the  territory  they  had  ob- 
tained ;  but  the  defign  of  emigrating  was  laid  alide,  when  matters 
began  to  take  a  new  turn  in  their  native  country,  and  at  length  the 
agent,  Mr.  Fenwick,  was  authorized  to  difpofe  of  their  lands,  which 
were  purchafed  by  the  people  who  had  removed  from  the  Mafla- 
chufetts. 

Two  large  fhips  arrived  at  the  Maflachufetts  Bay  in  1637,  with 
paflengers  from  London.  Great  pains  were  taken  to  prevail  upon 
them  to  remain  in  the  colonv  ;  but  they  hoped  by  removing  to  a  con- 
fidcrai)le  diftanco,  to  be  out  of  the  reach  of  a  'jcneral  governor,  with 
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^•hom  the  coxintry  was  then  threatened.  They  fent  to  their  friends 
in  Conne.'iicut  to  purchafe  of  the  natives  the  lands  lying  between 
them  and  Hudfon's  river.  They  laid  the  foundation  of  a  flcurifli- 
ing  colony,  of  which  New-Haven  was  the  capital.  They,  as  Con- 
ncifticut,  formed  a  government,  ijiuch  like  the  IMaflachufctts,  by  a. 
voluntary  agreement,  without  any  charter,  orcommiffion,  or  autho- 
rity whatfoever,  from  the  crown  or  other  powers  in  England.  They 
admitted  no  one  to  any  ofHce,  civil  or  military,  or  to  have  a  voice  in 
any  election,  except  he  was  a  member  of  one  of  the  churches  in  New- 
England.     They  had  no  jury,  either  in  civil  or  criminal  cafes. 

Connefticut  and  New-Haven  continued  two  diftinft  colonies  for 
many  years.  At  length  the  general  court  of  Connecticut  determined 
ro  prefer  an  addrefs  and  petition  to  Charles  II.  profeffing  their  fub- 
jedion  and  loyalty  to  his  Majefty,  and  foliciting  a  royal  charter, 
and  John  Winthrop,  Efq.  u-lio  had  been  chofcn  governor,  was  ap- 
pointed to  negociate  the  aftair  with  the  king.  He  fucceeded,  and  a 
royal  charter  was  obtained,  April  23,  1662,  conflituting  the  two 
colonies  for  ever  one  bodv  corporate  and  politic.  New-Haven  took 
the  affair  ill,  and  for  fome  time  declined  the  union.  But  difh- 
cnlti.es  were  amicably  fettled  at  lall,  and  the  colonics  united  by 
agi'iecmcnt. 

The  royal  charter  eftabliflied  a  kind  of  democracy  ;  every  power, 
as  wcK  deliberate  as  active,  was  inverted  in  the  freemen  of  the  cor- 
poration of  their  delegates,  and  the  colony  was  under  no  obligation 
to  communicate  the  acts  of  their  local  legillature  to  the  king.  It  was 
the  fame  as  to  the  royal  charter,  granted  the  next  year  to  Rhodc- 
Ifiand  and  Providence  Plantations. 

Thus  the  peopling  of  thefe  colonies  was  owing  chiefly  to  the  Pu- 
ritan Minifters,  who,  being  filenced  at  home,  repaired  to  New- 
England,  that  they  might  enjoy  liberty  of  confcience,  and  drew 
after  them  vaft  numbers  of  their  friends  and  favourers.  They 
amounted  to  feventy-feven  before  1641,  and  though  all  were  not 
perfons  of  the  greateft  learning  and  abilities,  they  had  a  better  fliare 
of  each  than  moft  of  their  neighbouring  clergy  at  that  period,  and 
were  men  of  eminent  fobriety  and  virtue,  plain,  ferious,  aflec- 
tionate  preachers,  exadly  conformable  to  the  do6trines  ot  the 
Church  of  England,  and  laboured  much  to  promote  a  reformation  of 
manners  in  their  feveral  pariflies.  Many  planters,  who  accompa- 
nied or  followed  them,  were  gentlemen  of  confiderable  fortunes, 
and  of  no  mean  education,  who  ipent  their  tltatcs  in  Ncw-Englapd, 

Y  2  and 


36  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

and  were  at  the  charge  of  carrying  oyer  many  poor  families,  that 
were  not  able  of  themlelves  to  bear  the  expence.*  The  body  of 
laity  and  clergy,  collectively  confidered,  furniflaes  fuch  a  glorious  con- 
ilellation  ot  characters,  as  would  employ  the  pen  of  a  firft-rate  writer 
to  do  them  juflice,  notwithftanding  what  has  been  above  remarked  of 
their governmeniai  miftakes. 

1  he  dangers  to  which  the  New -England  colonies  were  early  ex- 
pofed,  indiKcd  them  to  thin<  o'i  confederating  for  their  mutual 
fafety.  Articles  were  drawn  up  in  1638,  but  they  were  not  finifhed 
and  ratified  till  the  feventh  of  September,  1643,  from  which  time  we 
are  to  look  upon  Plymouth,  Maffachufetts,  Conne(5licut,  and  New- 
Haven,  as  one  body,  in  regard  to  all  public  tranfaclions  with  their 
neighbours,  though  the  private  affairs  of  each  colony  were  {till  ma- 
naged by  their  own  courts  and  magiftrates. 

By  thefe  articles  of  confederation,  a  Congrefs  was  formed,  confiiling 
of  two  ccmmifTioners  Irom  etch  colony,  who  were  chofen  annuail)',, 
and  when  met,  ^\ere  confidered  as  the  reprefentativcs  of  "  The 
United  Colonies  of  Neu-Engbnd."  The  powers  delegated  to  the 
commiffioners  were  much  the  fame  as  thofe  vefted  in  Congrefs  by 
the  articles  of  confederation,  agreed  upon  by  the  United  States  in 
1778.  The  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  would  gladly  have  joined  in  this 
confederacy,  but  Maflachufet.ts  refufed  to  admit  their  commiffioners. 
This  union  fubfll^ed,  with  fome  few  alterations,  until  the  year  i686j 
when  all  the  charters,  except  that  of  Conne6ticut,  were,  in  effeft, 
vacated  by  a  commiffion  from  James  11. 

We  now  proceed  to  confider  the  fettlement  of  the  other  New- 
England  colonies. 

Mr.  Roger  William?,  who  fucceeded  Mr.  Skelton  upon  his  de- 
ceafe,  as  paftor  of  the  church  at  Salem,  having  been  banifhed  from 
the  MsfTachufetts,  repaired  with  twelve  companions  to  the  Narra- 
ganfet  country  in  1635,  and  had  land  given  him  by  the  Indian 
Sachem  Canonicu?,  of  whom  he  afterwards  purchafed  the  large 
tratl,  lying  between  Pavvtucket  and  Pawtuxet  rivers,  the  Great 
Falls  and  the  l.ittle  Falls,  as  the  Indian  names  fignify,  and  ftiled  it 
Providence,  "  from  a  ftnfe  of  God's  merciful  Providence  to  him  in 
his  diftrefs."  The  authority  and  power  of  Miantonomy,  another 
Sachem,  and  his  uncle  Canonicu?,  awed  all  the  Indians  round  to 
aflill:  him  and  his  few  aflbciatcs.     When  the  determinations  of  the 

*  Ncal's  Iliftory  of  New-England,  vol.  I.  p.  214  and  217. 
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MaHachiifetts  general  court,  occafioned  by  what  they  called  antinor 
mian  difputes,  baniflied  many,  and  induced  others  to  leave  the  co- 
lony, the  heads  of  the  party  were  entertained  in  a  friendly  manner 
by  Mr.  Williams,  who  adviied  them  to  feek  a  fettlement  on 
Rhode-Ifland,  and  was  very  inftrumental  in  procuring  it  from  the  In- 
dian Sachems. 

They,  to  the  number  of  eighteen,  incorporated  themfeh'es,  and 
began    fettling    the  iiland.      The   plantations  there   and  at  Provi- 
jdence  increafed  apace,  owing  to  the  liberal  fentiments  of  the  firfl: 
fettlers ;  ai'.d  in  16+3,  Mr.  Williams  came  to  England  as  agent,  and 
obtained  an  ablolute    charter  of  incorporation   of  Providence   and 
P^hode-lfland   p  anrations,  empowering  them  to  govern  themfelves 
by  that  form   they  might   voluntarily  agree  upon.     They   agreed 
upon  a  democratic.     Mr.  Williams  juftly  claims  the  honour  of  hav- 
ing been  the  firft  legiflator  in  the  world,  in  its  latter  ages,  who  ef- 
fedually  provided  for,  and  eilabliflied  a  free,  full,  and  abfolute  li- 
berty of  confcience.     This  was  the  chief  caufe  that  united  the  inha- 
bitants of  Rhode-lfland  and  thole  of  Providence,  and  made  them 
one  people,  and  one  colony.     The  foundation  principle  on  which 
this  colony  was  firfl  fettled,   was,  that  "  every  man  who  fubmits 
peaceably  to  the  civil  authority,  may  peaceably  worlhip  God  accor- 
<iincr  to  the  dictates  of  his  own  confcience  without  moleflation."    And 
when  the  colony  was  applied  to  in  1656,  by  the  four  United  Colo- 
nies,   "  to  join  them  in  taking  effeftual  methods  to  fupprefs  the 
Quakers,  and  prevent  their  doftrines  being  propagated  in  the  coun- 
try ;"  the  affcmbly  returned  for  anfwer,    "  We  fliall  flriftly  adhere 
to  the  foundation  principle  on  which  this  colony  was  firft  fettled." 

In  July  8th,  1663,  Charles  II.  granted  an  ample  charter,  whereby 
the  colony  was  ma^e  a  body  corporate  and  politic,  by  the  name  of 
the  Governor  arul  Coiv.pany  of  the  En^Up}  Colony  of  Rhode-IJland  and 
Providence  Plantations  in  Nc^v-England  in  America.  The  charter  re  ^ 
ferved  only  allegiance  to  the  king,  without  the  fmalleft  Ihare  of  the 
legiflative  or  executive  pov/er;. 

A  writ  of  quo  zvarranto  was  ilTued  out  againft  the  colony,  wh;ch 
was  brought  June  26,  1686.  The  affembly  determined  not  to  ftand 
fuit  After  the  revolution,  they  were  allowed  by  government  to  re- 
fume  their  charter,  no  judgment  having  been  given  againft  it. 

New-Hampftiire  and  the  Main  were  fettled  about  the  fame  time 
with  the  Maira:hufctts,  the  former  by  Captain  John  Mafon,  and 
the  latter  by  Sir  P..  Gorges,  who  had  obtained  grants  of  land  from 
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the  Plymouth  Council,  and  whofe  views  were  to  enrich  themfelves, 
by  the  fifliing  trade  at  fea,  and  the  beriver  trade  on  fhore.  Religion 
had  little  concern  in  the  fettlements ;  but  it  had  fome  in  the  planta- 
tion of  E:xeter,  on  the  river  P.nfcataqua,  which  was  began  by  Mr. 
Wheehvright,  a  minifter  banifaed  from  the  Maffachufects,  on  ac- 
count of  the  antinoraian  difienfions  with  which  the  colony  was  con* 
yulfed,and  by  a  number  of  his  adherents.  They  formed  themfelves  into 
a  body  politic.  Three  other  diftincTt  governments  were  alfo  eftab- 
liflved  on  the  branches  of  the  faid  river.  Thefe  governments  being 
altogpther  voluntary,  had  no  fecurity  as  to  their  continuance  ;  and  the 
feveral  fettlers  were  too  divided  in  opinion  to  form  any  good  general  plan 
of  permanent  adminiftration.  Therefore  the  more  confiderate  among 
them  treated  with  the  MafTachufetts  about  taking  them  under  its 
protection,  which  fully  fuited  the  wifhes  of  that  colony,  as  it  af- 
forded the  heads  of  it  the  opportunity  of  realizing  the  conilruftion 
they  had  put  upon  a  claufe  of  their  charter,  by  which  they  extended 
their  line  fo  as  to  comprehend  both  Nevv-Hampfliire  and  the  Maine. 
The  hufinefs  terminated  in  the  incorporation  of  the  two  colonies,  on 
condition  that  the  inhabitants  of  each  fliould  enjoy  equal  privileges  : 
they  continued  long  united,  and  were  of  one  heart  and  mind  in  civil 
and  'religious  atfairs.*  V.'hen  feparated  by  the  king's  commilhon 
for  the  government  of  New-Kampfliire,  the  new  aiTembly  at  their 
firfi:  meeting,  in  a  letter  of  March  25,  1680,  to  the  governor  of  the 
MafTichufetts,  to  be  communicated  to  the  general  court,  expreifed 
their  full  fatisfaftion  in  the  paft  connection,  a  grateful  fenfe  of  the 
care  that  had  been  exercifed  over  them,  and  of  their  having  been 
well  governed,  and  an  unfeigned  defire  that  a  mutual  correfpon- 
dence  between  them  might  be  fjttled.f 

The  tovvnb  in  th-e  province  of  Maine,  after  a  time,  fell  irrto  a  Hate 
of  confufion.  The  Maffachufetts  took  that  opportunity  for  encou- 
raging the  difpofition  which  prevailed  in  mrmy  of  the  inhabitants  to 
fubmit  to  their  j  arifdidion  ;  and  to  forwai  d  their  compliance,  granted 
the  people  larger  privileges  than  were  enjoyed  by  their  own,  for  they 
were  all  freemen  upon  taking  the  oath,  whereas  every  where  elfe  no 
one  Gould  be  made  free,  unlefs  he  was  a  chun:h  member.  The  pro* 
v'ince  was  made  a  county  by  the  name  ol  Yorkfliire  ;  and  the  towns 
fent  reprefentatives  to  the  general  court  at  Bofton.  Though  the  ma- 
jor j)art  of  the  inhabitants  were  brought  to  confentto  this  regulation, 

*  Hutcliinfon's  Iliiloiy,  vcl.  I.  p.  ;6S.         f  IbLi.  p.  3zS. 
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grtat  oppofition  was  made  by  fome  principal  perfons,  who  feverely 
reproached  the  Maflachufett?,  for  ufing  force  in  order  to  reduce  the 
province ;  but  the  people  experienced  the  benefit  of  it,  and  were 
contented.  They  continued  in  union  with  the  Maflachufetts  until 
166^,  when  a  fliort  feparation  commenced  ;  after  which  they  w^ere 
again  united. 

Having  thus  given  a  fketch  of  the  fettlement  of  New-England,  and 
the  remainder  of  its  hiitory  being  conne£led  with  that  of  the  general 
confederacy,  we  fliall  proceed  to  give  a  concife  view  of  its  different 
States  as  they  now  fland,  attaching  to  each  a  narration  of  fuch  parti- 
culars as  are  not  interwoven  in  the  general  hiltory  of  the  union.  * 

*  If  the  reader  viihes  to  obtain  3  more  extenfive  knowledge  of  the  hiftory  of  New- 
England,  he  is  referred  to  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  MaiTachufetts — Hazard's  Hiftorical 
Colleftions,  4ro.  2  vols — Belknap's  Hil^ory  of  New  Hamplhire — The  fiift   letter  in 

Dr.  Gordon's  Hiftory  of  the  American  Revolution — Governor  Winthrop's  Journal 

ChaliTicr's  Polit'cal  Annals — and  Gookins*  Hiftorical  Colleflions  of  the  Indians  in 
New-England,  publiihed  in  Boflon  hy  the  Hiftorical  Society,  jn  the  American 
ApcUo,  1792. 
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VERMONT. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &Co 


HIS  State  IS  fituated  between  42°  44' and  45°  N.  latitude,  and  1® 
35' and  3° 30' E.  longitude  from  Philadelphia;  its  length  is  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  leventy :  it  io 
bounded  on  the  north  by  Lower-Canada,  call  by  Connefticut  river, 
which  divides  it  from  Nevv-Hampfliire,  fouth  by  MafTachufettSji 
and  weft  by  New-York  ;  the  Green  Mountain  runs  from  fouth  by 
north  through  it,  and  divides  the  State  nearly  in  the  middle. 

This  tra£t  of  country,  called  Vermont,  before  the  late  war,  was 
claimed  both  byNew-YorkandNew-Kampfaire;  and  thefe  interfering 
claims  have  been  the  occafion  of  n)uch  warm  altercation,  the  parti- 
culars of  which  it  would  be  neither  entertaining  nor  ufeful  to  detail- 
Thefe  claims  were  not  finally  adjufted  till  fince  the  peace.  On  the 
commencement  of  hoflilities  between  Great  Britain  and  her  colonies, 
the  inhabitants  of  this  diftrift,  confidering  thernfelves  as  in  a  flat&- 
of  nature,  and  not  within  the  jurifdiftion  either  of  New- York  or 
New-Hampfiiire,  afTociated  and  formed  for  thernfelves  a  conftitution, 
under  which  they  have  continued  to  exercife  all  the  powers  of  an 
independent  flate,  and  have  profpered.  On  the  4th  of  JMarch,  1791, 
agreeably  to  a£l  of  Congrefs  of  December  6th,  1790,  this  State  be- 
came one  of  the  United  States,  and  conflitutes  the  fourteenth,  and 
not  the  leafl  refpeftablc  pillar  in  the  American  Union. 

AIR    AND    CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  State  is  in  a  very  confiderable  degree  favoura- 
ble both  to  man  and  vegetation.  The  winter  feafon  commonly  lalls 
from  the  beginning  of  November  to  the  middle  of  April,  during 
which  the  inhabitants  enjoy  a  ferene  flcy  and  a  keen  cold  air.  Snow 
begins  to  fall,  comnmnly,  by  the  ift  of  November;  but  the  perma- 
nent fnows  do  not  fall  till  about  the  loth  of  December,  which  pre- 
vent 
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Vrnt  the  ground  freezing  to  any  confiderablc  depth. — In  April  the 
lri«w  is  graduUy  diffolved  by  the  warm  influences  of  the  fun,  which 
moiftens  and  enriches  the  earth,  and  vegetation  advances  with  fur- 
priling  rapidity. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  hilly,  but  not  rocky;  northward 
to  the  Canada  line  it  is  fiat :  the  country  at  large  is  well  watered, 
having  Michifcoui,  Lamoille,  Onion,  and  Otter  Creek  rivers,  which 
run  acrofs  it  from  eaft  to  weft  into  Lake  Champlain  ;  Weft,  Sexton*?, 
Black,  Waterquechee,  White,  Ompompanoot"uck,  Weld's,  Wait's, 
Paflumfick,  and  feveral  fmaller  rivers,  which  run  from  weft  to  eaft 
into  Connecticut  river.  Over  the  river  Lamoille  is  a  natural  ftona 
bridge,  feven  or  eight  rods  in  length.  Otter  Creek  is  navigable  for 
boats  fifty  miles  ;  the  banks  of  this  river  are  excellent  land,  being 
annually  overflowed  and  enriched.  White  river  takes  its  name  from 
the  peculiar  whitenefs  of  its  water,  caufed  by  the  clear  white  Hones 
and  gravel  which  conftitute  the  bed  of  this  river  quite  to  its  fource. 
This  peculiarity  deceives  people  in  regard  to  its  depth.  It  rifes  in 
the  center  of  the  ftate,  flows  through  a  rich  traft  of  country  free 
from  fwamps,  and  empties  into  the  Conne£licut  four  miles  below 
t)artmouth  College,  and  is  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  arid 
fifty  yards  wide,  fome  diftance  from  its  mouth.  Ompompanoofuck 
is  a  ftiort,  furious  river,  not  more  than  forty  or  fifty  yards  widcj 
emptying  into  the  Connedlicut  at  Norwich.  Weld's  is  alfo  a  fliorr 
and  rapid  river,  forty  yat-ds  acrofs.  Fafliimfick  is  one  hundred  yards 
wide,  and  noted  for  the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  falmon  it  pro- 
duces :  on  this  river,  which  is  fettled  twenty  miles  up,  are  fome  of 
the  beft  townftiips  in  the  State. 

Lakes  Memphremagog,  Willoughby  and  BombazoHj  are  alfo 
in  this  State.  The  former  is  the  reiervoir  of  three  confulerable; 
ftreams.  Black,  Barton,  and  Clyde  rivers.  One  of  thefe  riles  in 
Willoughby  lake,  and  forms  a  communication  between  that  and 
Jake  St*  Peter's,  in  the  ri/er  St.  Lawrence  ;  iffuing  from  Wil- 
loughby's  lake,  it  empties  into  Memphremagog,  and  thence,  by 
the  name  of  St.  Francis,  err,pties  into  the  St.  Peter.  This  river  is 
not  all  the  way  navigable,  otherwife  it  would  afford  a  communica- 
tion of  very  great  importance  to  the  northern  part  of  this  State,  as 
the  fettlers  might  tranlport  their  produce  with  great  eafe  to  Mon- 
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treal  or  Quebec.  Willoughby's  lake  furniHies  fifli  refembling  huC^i 
of  an  excellent  flavciir,  weighing  from  ten  to  thirty  pounds.  r% 
form  a  moji  delicious  feaft  for  the  new  fettlcrs  :  people  travel  twenty 
miles  to  this  lake  to  procure  a  winter's  flock  of  this  fifli.  Lake 
Bcmbazon,  in  the  county  of  Kucland,  gives  rife  to  a  branch  of 
Poultney  River. 

Befides  thefe  rivers  and  lakes  there  are  feveral  other  fpring",  ponds, 
and  other  cofeftions  of  water,  which  are,  in  general,   remarkably 
clear,  and  afford  abundance  of  trout,  perch,  and  other  frefii  water  fill). 
The  principal  mountain  in  this  State  is  the  one  we  have  already 
mentioned,  which  divides  the  State  nearly  in  the  center,  between 
Connefticut  river  and  lakeChamplain.     The  afcent  from  the  eaft  to 
the  top  of  this  mountain  is  much  eaiier  than  from  the  wed,  till  you 
get  to  Onion  river,  where  the  mountain  terminates.     The  height  of 
land  is   generally  from  twenty  to  thirty  miles  from  the  river,  and 
about  the  fame  diftance  from  the  New-York  line.     The  natural 
growth  upon  this  mountain  is  hemlock,    pine,    fpruce,  and  other 
evergreens  ;  hence  it  has  always  a  green  appearance,  and  on  this  ac- 
count has  obtained  the  defcriptive  name  of  Ver  Mons,  or  Green 
Mountain.     On  fome  high  parts  of  this  mountain  fnow  lies  till  May, 
and  fometimes  till  June.    This  chain  of  mountains  palTes  through 
MalTachufetts  and  Connetflicut,  and  terminates  in  New-Haven. 

Another  noted  mountain  in  this  State  is  Afchutney,  bordering  on 
Connedicut  river,  in  the  tov/nfliips  of  Windfor  and  Weathersfield, 
and  Upper  Great  Monadnock,  quite  in  the  north-eaii  corner  of  the 
State. 

It  is  remarkable,  that  the  hills  and  mountains  are  generally  co- 
vered on  the  eaft  fides  with  what  is  called  hard  wood,  fnch  as  birch, 
beech,  maple,  afli,  ehn,  and  butternut;  and  the  weft  fide  is  gene- 
rally covered  with  evergreens. 

son.,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

The  foil  of  Vermont  affords  the  beft  of  paftur-ge ;  fome  of  the 
fineft  betf  cattle  in  the  world  are  driven  from  this  State  ;  horfes  alfd 
are  raifed  for  exportation.  The  natural  growth  upon  the  rivers  is 
white  pines  of  feveral  kinds,  intermingled  with  low  intervales  of 
beech,  elm,  and  v/hice  oak.  Back  from  the  rivers  the  land  is  thickly 
timbered  with  birch,  fugar  maple,  afli,  butternut,  and  white  oak 
of  an  excellent  quality  :  a  great  part  is  well  adapted  for  tillage,  and 
fche  foil  is  natural  for  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  flax,  hemp,  &c. 
2  Indian 
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Indian  corn,  back  from  the  river,  is  frequently  injured  by  the  froft  ; 

but  on  tiic  river  it  is  raifed  in  as  great  perfection  as  in  any  part  of 

New-England,  owing  in  a  great  meafure  to  the  fogs  arifing  from  the 

river,  which  either  prevent  or  cxtraft  the  froft :  thefe  fogs  begin  as 

foon  as  the  corn   is  in  danger  from  frolts,  and  lafl  till  mild  weather 

commences.     Fruit  trees,  in  the  northern  counties  of  this  State,  do 

j:ot  proiper. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  feven  counties,  viz.  Addison,  Ben^- 
IJixGTON-,  Chittendox,  Rutland,  Orance,  Windsor,  and 
Windham  ;  the  four  firft  of  thtfe  are  on  the  weft  (idc  of  the  Gr.ea 
Mountain,  and  the  three  latter  on  the  ealT:. 

Thefe  counties  are  divided  into  upwards  of  two  hundred  town- 
fliips,  which  are  generally  fix  miles  fqnare  ;  in  every  to'.vnfhip  is  a 
referve  of  two  rights  of  land,  of  three  hundred  and  fifty  acres 
each,  one  to  be  appropriated  for  the  fupport  of  public  fchools,  the 
other  to  be  given  in  fee  to  the  firft  minifter  who  fettles  in  the 
townfhip.  A  part  of  the  townfliips  was  granted  by  the  govern- 
ment of  New-Hampfliire,  and  the  other  by  that  of  Vermont.  In 
thofe  townfliips  granted  by  the  former,,  a  right  of  land  is  refervcd 
for  the  fupport  of  the  golpcl  in  foreign  parts ;  in  thofe  granted  by 
the  latter,  a  college  right,  and  a  right  for  the  fupport  of  county 
grammar  Ichoojs,  are  referved  :  in  thefe  refervations  liberal  provi- 
fion-is  made  for  the  fupport  of  the  gofpel,  and  for  the  promotion 
pf  common  and  collegiate  education. 

CHIEF  TOV/NS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 
In  a  new  and  interior  country,  large,  populous  towns  are  not  to  be 
cxpefted.  Bennington,  fituated  near  the  S.W.  corner  of  the  State,  is  one 
of  the  largeft  ;  it  contains  a  number  of  handfome  houfes,  a  congrega- 
tional chuich,  a  court  houfe  and  g"<>l'  A  famous  battle  was  fought  in 
or  near  this  town,  during  the  late  war  in  1777,  between  Brigadier- 
general  Starke,  at  the  head  of  eight  hundred  undifciplined  militia, 
and  a  detachment  of  General  Burgoyne's  army,  commanded  by 
Colonel  Baum  ;  in  this  action,  and  the  one  that  fucceeded  it,  in  the 
fame  place,  and  on  the  fame  day,  between  a  reinforcement  of  the 
Bi-itifii,  under  Colonel  Breymen,  and  General  Starke,  who  was  re 
inforced  by  Colonel  Warner,  with  a  continental  regiment,  v/ere 
taken  four  brafs  field  pieces,  and  other  military  (lores,  and  feven 
^,i?ndred  prifoners.  The  overthrow  of  thefe  detachments  was  the  firft 
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link  in  a  grand  chain  of  caufes,  which  finally  proved  the  rain  of 
the  royal  army.  This  is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  State,  being 
firft  fettled  about  the  year  1764,  and  was  till  lately  the  feat  of  go- 
vernment. 

Windfor  and  Rutland,  by  a  late  aiTc  of  the  legiflature,  are  alter- 
nately to  be  the  feat  of  government  for  eight  years.  The  former  is 
iituated  on  Connefticut  river;  the  latter  lies  upon  Otter  Creek: 
both  are  flourifliing  towns.  Guilford,  Brattelborough,  Putney, 
Wellminder,  Weathersfield,  Hartland,  Norwich,  and  Newbury,  are 
confiderable  towns,  lying  from  fouth  to  north,  on  Connedicut  river, 
Newbury  is  the  fhire  town  of  Orange  county,  which  comprehends 
about  three-eighths  of  the  whole  State  ;"*  it  has  a  court-houfe,  and  a 
very  elegant  meeting-houfe  for  Congregational  ills,  with  a  fteeple, 
the  firft  erefted  in  the  State.  Newbury  court-lioufe  (lands  on  the 
high  lands  back  from  the  river,  and  commands  a  fine  view  of  what 
is  called  the  groat  Ox  Bow,  which  is  formed  by  a  curious  bend  in  the 
river  ;  it  is  one  of  the  mofl:  beautiful  and  fertile  meadows  in  New- 
England;  the  circumference  of  this  bow  is  abo\it  four  miles  and  a 
Jialf ;  its  greateft  depth  is  feven-eighths  of  a  mile,  containing  about 
four  hundred  and  fifty  acres :  at  the  feafon  when  nature  is  dreffed  in 
her  green  attire,  a  view  of  this  meadow  from  the  high  lands  is  truly 
luxuriant. 

Shaftlbury,  Pownal,  Manchefler,  Clarendon,  Poultney,  Pawlet, 
Danby,  and  Charlotte,  are  confiderable  and  flourifliing  towns,  weft 
of  the  mountain.  In  the  town  of  Orwell  is  Mount  Independence, 
at  the  fouthern  extremity  of  lake  Champlain,  oppofite  to  which  ia 
Ticonderoga,  in  the  State  of  New-York, 

There  is  a  very  remarkably  ledge  of  rocks  in  the  town  of  Brad- 
ford,  in  the  county  of  Orange  ;  it  lies  on  the  weft  bank  of  Con- 
nefticut  river,  and  is  as  much  as  200  feet  high  ;  it  appears  to  hang 
over  and  threaten  the  traveller  as  he  pafil-s :  the  fpace  between  this 
ledge  and  the  river  is  fcarcely  wide  enough  for  a  road. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Tinmcuth,  on  the  fide  of  a  finall  hill,  is  a 
very  cqrious  cave  ;  the  chafin  at  its  entrance  is  about  four  feet  in 
circumference  :  entering  this  you  defccnd  one  hundred  and  four  feet, 
gnd  then  opens  a  ipacious  room,  twenty  feet  in  breadth,  and  one 

'■'■  General  Baylcy  and  Colonel  Thomas  Johnfon  cntcrprifcd  the  firft  fcttlAments  into 
this  part  of  the  country,  aliout  the  year  1762.  At  this  period  there  was  no  road  nor 
human  inhabitant  for  feventy  miles  down  the  river,  nor  for  a^  mrny  miles  cartward — • 
\t  is  now  (hiekly  inhabited  by  thriving  farmers. 
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liMndrcd  feet  in  length;  the  angle  of  defcent  is  about  45  degrees. 
The  roof  of  this  cavern  is  of  rock,  through  which  the  water  is  con- 
tinually  percolating.  The  ftalaftites  which  hang  from  the  roof  ap- 
pear like  icicles  on  the  eves  of  houlcs,  and  are  continually  incrcafintr 
in  number  and  magnitude.  The  bottom  and  fides  are  daily  incruft-. 
ing  with  fpar  and  other  mineral  fubftances.  On  the  fides  of  this 
fubterraneous  hall  are  tables,  chairs,  benches,  &c.  which  appear  to 
have  been  artificially  carved.  This  richly  ornamented  room,  when 
illuminated  with  the  candles  of  the  guides,  has  an  enchaiiLing  ea'edt 
■upon  the  eye  of  the  fpeftator.  The  general  caul'e  of  thefe  aftonifu- 
jng  appearances,  we  conclude,  from  the  various  circumilances  ac-r 
companying  them,  is  the  water  filtrating  llowly  through  the  incurn-. 
bent  Jlrata  ;  and  taking  up  in  its  paiTage  a  variety  of  mineral  fub- 
flanceF,  thus  becoming  faturated  with  metallic  particles,  gradually 
cxfnding  on  the  furface  of  the  caverns  and  fifl^ures,  in  a  quiefcent 
ftate,  the  aqueous  particles  evaporate,  and  leave  the  mineral  fub>« 
(lances  to  unite  according  to  their  affinities. 

At  the  end  of  this  cave  is  a  circular  hole,  fifteen  feet  deep,  appa- 
j'ently  hewn  out  in  a  conical  form,  enlarging  gradually  as  you  de- 
,i"cend,  in  the  form  of  a  fugar  loaf;  at  the  bottom  is  a  fpring  of 
frefli  water  in  continual  motion,  like  the  boiling  of  a  pot ;  its  depth 
Jias  never  been  founded. 

In  fome  low  lands  over  agaiiift  the  great  Ox  Bow,  a  remarkable 
fpring  was  difcovered  about  twenty  years  fince  ;  it  dries  up  once  in 
two  or  three  years,  and  burfts  out  in  another  place  ;  it  has  a  ftrong 
fmell  of  fulphur,  and  throws  up  continually  a  peculiar  kitid  of  white 
fand,  and  when  the  water  is  left  to  fettle,  a  thick  yellow  fcum  rifes  on 
its  top. 

POPULATION, 

The  population  of  Vermont,  according  to  the  cenfus  taken  ii5 
?790>  was  as  follows  \ 
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This  population  is  now,  no  doubt,  increafed,  but,  as  no  returns 
have  fince  been  made,  it  is  iinpoflible  to  ftate  the  increafe  with  any 
accuracy  ;  but  we  cannot  deviate  far  from  truth  in  ftating  theprefent 
number  of  male  inhabitants  above  fixteen  years  of  age,  at  about 
twenty-three  thoufand,  thofe  under  at  nearly  the  fame,  and  the  total 
number  of  females  at  forty-two  thoufand  :  this  calculation  poflefTes, 
at  lead,  the  merit  of  not  over-rating  the  numbers,  and  is  warranted 
by  the  account  which  Mr.  Belknap  has  given  of  the  population  of 
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a  neighbouring  State.  As  a  proof  that  the  population  of  this  State 
has  rapidly  increafed,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  town  of  Danville, 
which,  according  to  the  preceding  account,  contained  in  1790,  five 
hundred  and  feventy-four  inhabitants,  was  five  years  before  a  wil- 
dernefs  without  a  fingle  family. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  &c. 

The  principal  body  oi  the  people  are  Congregationalifls  and  Bap- 
tifls ;  the  other  denominations  are  Prelbyterians  and  Epifcopalians  ; 
their  charafter  and  manners,  as  might  be  expefted,  various,  being  an  , 
affemblage  of  people  from  various  places,  of  different  fentiments 
and  habits,  who  have  not  lived  together  long  enough  to  aflimilate 
and  form  a  general  character ;  afiemble  together  in  imagination^  a 
number  of  individuals  of  different  nations — confider  them  as  living 
together  amicably,  and  alTifting  each  other  through  the  toils  and  dif- 
ficulties of  life ;  and  yet  rigoroufly  oppofed  in  particular  religious 
and  political  tenets;  jealous  of  their  rulers,  and  tenacious  of  their 
liberties,  difpojitions  i\:bich  originate  naturally  fro-m  the  dread  of  r*-» 
fcricnccd  Dpprrjfion^  and  the  habit  of  liming  under  a  free  gO'vcrnment^ 
and  you  have  a  pretty  juft  idea  of  the  charadter  of  the  people  of 
Vermont.  Indolence  is  never  a  chara^eriftical  feature  of  the  fettlers 
of  a  nev/  country ;  emigrants  in  general  are  aftive  and  induftrious  ; 
the  oppofite  characters  have  neither  fpirit  nor  inclination  to  quit 
their  native  fpot.  The  inference  is,  that  Vermont  is  peopled  with 
an  active,  induflrious,  hardy,  frugal  race  ;  as  is  really  the  cafe.  And 
as  it  is  a  maxim  that  the  inhabitants  of  all  new  countries,  grow  vir- 
tuous before  they  degenerate,  it  will  moH  probably  be  lo  in  Ver* 
mont. 

The  military  ftrength  of  this  State  is  truly  refptjdable ;  as 
far  back  qs  1788,  there  were  upwards  of  fcvtrnteen  thoufand  citi- 
zens upon  the  militia  rolls  ;  thefe  confifted  of  two  divifions,  one 
on  the  wefi:,  the  other  on  the  eafl  fide  of  the  mountain  ;  in  thefe 
two  divifions  were  feven  brigades,  confiiling  of  twenty-two  regi- 
ments. The  bravery  of  the  Vermonieers,  or  Green  Mountain:-» 
boys,  is  proverbial. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

Th?  inhabitants  of  Vermont  trade  principally  with  Boflon,  Nwv- 
York,  and  Hartford.  The  articles  of  export  are  chiefly  ppt  anci 
pearl  afliea,  heefj  hqrfes,  grayi,  fooae  buttef'and  cheefet  luaiber»  &c. 
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The  inhabitants  generally  inanufafturc  their  own  clothing,  in  the 
family  way.  Grain  has  been  raifed  in  fuch  plenty  within  a  tew  years 
paft,  that  they  have  been  induced  to  attempt  the  manufadture  of 
corn  fpirits  :  for  this  piirpofe  fix  or  feven  ftills  have  already  been 
ereifted,  which  yield  a  iufiicient  fupply  for  the  people,  and  a  profit  to 
the  owners.  Vai^  quantises  of  pot  and  pearl  aflies  are  made  ia 
every  part  of  the  State  ;  but  one  of  the  moft  important  manufadures 
in  this  State  is  that  of  maple  fugar ;  it  has  been  eftlmated  by  a  com- 
petent judge,  that  the  average  quantity  made  by  every  family  fitu- 
ated  on  the  back  of  Connedicut  river  is  two  hundred  pounds  a 
year:  one  man,  with  but  ordinary  advantages,  in  one  month,  made 
five  hundred  and  fifty  pounds,  of  a  quality  equal  to  imported  brown 
fugar.  In  two  towns,  in  Orange  county,  containing  no  more  than 
fortv  families,  thirteen  thoufand  pounds  of  fugar  were  made  in  the 
year  1791.  The  probability  is,  that  in  a  few  years  maple  fugar  will 
become  an  article  of  export.  In  fome  part  of  the  State  the  inhabi- 
tants are  beginning  to  line  the  ronds  with  maple  trees;  and  it  would 
certainly  be  a  wife  meafure  if  this  practice  fhould  become  general 
throughout  the  States  ;  orchards  of  thefe  trees,  planted  on  floping 
hill?,  fo  as  to  reader  it  eafy  to  collect  the  jpice,  might  be  attended 
with  peculiar  advantages  to  the  owners. 

LITERATURE  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Much  cannot  be  faid  in  favour  of  the  prefent  Hate  of  literaturq 
in  this  State ;  but  their  profpefts  in  this  regard  are  good.  In  every 
charter  of  a  town,  as  we  have  mentioned,  provifion  is  made  for 
fchools,  by  relerving  a  certain  quantity  of  land  folely  for  their  fup- 
port.  The  afTembly  of  this  State,  in  their  06tober  feffion  in  1791, 
pafFed  an  acft  for  the  eftabliihment  of  a  college  in  the  town  of  Bur- 
lington, on  lake  Champlain,  on  the  foiith  fide  of  Onion  river,  and 
appointed  ten  trullees.  General  Ira  Allen,  one  of  the  trullees,  on 
certain  conditions,  has  offered  lands,  Src,  to  the  amount  of  four  thou- 
fand pounds  towards  this  eftabliflunent. 

The  expediency  of  opening  a  communication  between  the  waters 
of  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  river  ;  and  of  rendering  the  navi- 
gation of  Connefticut  river  more  eafy  and  advantageous,  has  beerj 
difcufled  by  the  legiilature  of  this  State  ;  and  meaUues  have  been 
adopted  to  efFeft  the  latter,  by  incorporating  a  company  for  the  pur- 
pofe  of  locking  Bellow's  falls-,  who  are  to  complete  the  work  witb.in 
four  years  from  the  paiTiDg  of  the  ad,  and  to  receive  a  toll  for  all 

boats 
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boats  that  pafs ;  the  toll  to  be  a  fubjefl  of  regulation.  The  worl(S 
are  already  begun,  and  when  completed  will  be  of  great  advantage 
to  the  State,  by  facilitating  the  exportation  of  their  produce.  The 
other  propofed  canal  between  lake  Champlain  and  Hudfon's  river 
woidd  alfo  be  important,  but  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  will,  at  pre- 
fent,  be  accomplifhed. 

Having  thus  given  a  concife  account  of  this  State,  and  nothing  ma- 
terial  occurring  in  its  hiflory  to  entitle  it  to  a  feparate  difculTion,  we 
/hall  clofe  it  with  a  view  of  its  conftitution  and  government. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  inhabitants  of  Vermont,  by  their  reprefentatives  in  conven- 
tion, at  Windfor,  on  the  25th  of  December,  1777,  declared  that 
the  territory  called  Vermont  was,  and  of  right  ought  to  be,  a  free 
and  independent  State  ;  and  for  the  purpofe  of  maintaining  regular 
government  in  the  fame,  they  made  a  folemn  declaration  of  their 
rights,  and  ratified  a  conllitution,  of  which  the  following  is  an 
abltraa : 

DECLARATION    OF    RIGHTS. 

The  declaration,  which  makes  a  part  of  their  conflitution,  aflerts 
that  all  men  are  born  equally  free — with  equal  rights,  and  ought  to 
enjoy  liberty  of  confciencc — freedom  of  the  prefs — trial  by  jury— • 
power  to  form  new  frates  in  vacant  countries,  and  to  regulate  their 
own  internal'police — that  all  eleftions  ought  to  be  free — that  all  power 
is  originally  in  the  people — that  government  ought  to  be  inftituted 
for  the  common  benefit  of  the  community — and  that  the  community 
have  a  right  to  reform  or  abolifli  government — that  every  member 
of  fociety  hath  a  right  to  proteftion  of  life,  liberty,  and  property — 
and"  in  return  is  bound  to  contribute  his  proportion  of  the  expence 
of  tliat  proteftion,  and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceirary-— 
tliat  he  fliall  not  be  obliged  to  give  evidence  ngaintl:  himfelf — that  the 
people  have  a  right  to  bear  arms — but  no  ftanding  .armies  fliall  be 
maintaiticd  in  time  of  peace — that  the  people  have  a  right  to  hold 
themfelve«,  their  houfcs,  paper?,  nnd  pofi'cffions,  free  from  fearch  or 
ftizure — and  therefore  warrants  without  oaths  firft  made,  affording 
fuihcient  foundation  for  them,  arc  conti'ary  to  that  right,  and  ouglit 
not  to  be  granted — that  no  perfon  fliall  be  liable  to  be  tranfported 
out  cf  this  flate  for  trial  for  any  offence  committed  within  this 
State,  &;c,  ' 

Vermont, 
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FRAME   OF    GOVERNMENT. 

By  the  frame  of  government,  the  fupreme  legiflative  power  Jj 
veiled  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of 
Vermont,  to  be  chofcn  annually  by  the  freemen  on  the  firft  Tuefday 
in  September,  and  to  meet  the  iecond  Thurfday  of  the  fucceeding 
Oiftober. — This  body  is  veiled  with  all  the  powers  neceflary  for  the 
legiflatiire  of  a  free  (late. — Two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  of  repre- 
fentatives elcfted  make  a  quorum. 

Each  inhabited  town  throughout  the  State  has  a  right  to  fend  one 
reprefentative  to  the  aifembly. 

The  fupreme  executive  power  is  veiled  in  a  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, and  twelve  counfellors,  to  be  chofcn  annually 
in  the  fame  manner,  and  veiled  with  the  fame  powers  as  in  Con. 
nedicut. 

Every  perfon  of  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  v/ho  has  refiJed  in 
the  State  one  whole  year  next  before  the  election  of  reprefentatives, 
and  is  of  a  quiet,  peaceable  behaviour,  and  will  bind  himfelf  bv  his 
oath,  to  do  what  he  fliall  in  confcience  judge  to  be  mod  conducive 
to  the  befl  good  of  the  State,  fliall  be  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  of  a 
freeman  of  this  State. 

Each  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  before  he  takes  his 
feat,  mull  declare  his  belief  in  one  God,  in  future  rewards  and  pu- 
rifliments,  and  in  the  divinity  of  the  fcriptures  of  the  Old  and  Nov/ 
Teflament,  and  mufl  profefs  the  proteftant  religion. 

Courts  of  juftice  are  to  be  eftabliflied  in  every  county  throughout 
the  State. 

The  fupreme  court,  and  the  feveral  courts  of  common  plejis  of 
this  State,  befides  the  powers  ufually  exercifed  by  fuch  courts,  have 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  perpetuating 
teilimony,  obtaining  evidence  from  places  not  within  the  State,  and 
the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eflates  of  thofe  who  are  non  co??ipotes 
mentis,  &c.  All  profecutions  are  to  be  commenced  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  freemen  of  the  State  of  Vermont.  The  le- 
giflature  are  to  regulate  entails  fo  as  to  prevent  perpetuities. 

All  field  and  flaff  officers,  and  commiffioned  officers  of  the 
army,  and  all  general  officers  of  the  militia,  fliall  be  chofcn  by  the 
general  aflembly,  and  be  commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

Every  feventh  year,  beginning  with  the  year  1785,  thirteen  per- 
fons, none  of  whom  are  to  be  of  the  council  or  alfembly,  fliall  be 
chofen  by  the  freemen,  and  be  called  "  the  council  cf  cenfors," 
3  whyfe 
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vvhofe  duty  it  fliall  be  to  inquire  whether  the  conftitution  has  bcca 
preferved  inviolate  in  every  part — whether  the  legillative  and  execu- 
tive powers  have  been  properly  exercifed — taxes  juftly  laid  and  col- 
le£led — the  public  monies  rightly  dilpofed  of — and  the  laws  duly 
executed. — For  thefe  purpofes  they  fliall  have  power  to  fend  for 
perfons,  papers,  &c. — to  pafs  public  cenfures — to  order  impeach- 
ments, and  to  recommend  the  repeal  of  all  laws  enacted  contrary  to 
the  principles  of  the  conflitution.  They  are  to  be  veiled  with  thefc 
powers  for  one  year  only,  after  the  day  of  their  eleftion. 

The  council  of  cenfors,  when  neceffary,  may  call  a  convention, 
to  mef't  two  years  after  their  fitting — to  alter  the  conflitution — the 
propofed  alterations  to  be  publiflied  at  leaft  fix  months  before  the 
eledion  of  delegates  to  fuch  convention. 


STATE 
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STATE    OF 


NEW-HAMPSHIRE. 


SITUATION,   EXTENT,   AND  BOUNDARIES. 


T. 


HIS  State  is  fitiuted  between  42'^  41'' and  45°  11'  N.  latitude, 
find  4°  30'  and  6°  17'  E.  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length 
from  the  northern  to  the  fouthern  extremity  is  one  hundred  and 
(ixty-eight  miles ;  its  greateft  breadth,  mealured  from  the  entrance 
of  Palcataqua  harbour,  to  the  mouth  of  Welt  river,  which  falls  into 
Connefticut  river,  oppofite  the  town  of  Chefterfield,  is  ninety  miles. 
This  line  crolfes  the  43d  degree  of  latitude.  From  this  line  north- 
erly, New-Hampfhire  decreafes  in  breadth.  On  the  44th  degree 
of  latitude,  it  is  lifty-five  aiiles,  and  on  the  4^th  degree,  nineteen 
Hiiles  wide. 

It  is  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  from 
which  it  is  divided  by  a  line,  beginning  on  the  fea  fliore,  at  a  point 
three  miles  northward  of  the  mouth  of  the  river  Merrimack,  pur- 
fuing  a  courfe  fimilar  to  the  curvature  of  that  river,  at  the  fame  dif- 
tance,  and  ending  at  a  point,  three  miles  north  of  Patucket  fall,  in 
the  town  of  Dracut.  From  this  point,  the  line  extends  on  a  fup- 
pofed  due  weft  courfe,  till  it  croffes  Coniiedlicut  river,  and  ends  on 
its  weftern  bank,  the  diitance  being  fifry-five  miles. 

From  the  point  where  this  line  ftrikes  Connefticut  river,  up  to  the 
forty-fifth  degree  of  latitude,  the  weftern  bank  of  that  river  is  the 
weftern  boundary  of  New-Hampfliire,  and  the  eaftern  boundary  of 
Vermont. 

On  its  eaftern  fide,  New-Hampfliire  is  bounded  by  the  Atlantic 
ocean,  from  the  aforementioned  point,  three  miles  northward  of  the 
mouth  of  iVlerrimack  river,  along  the  fliore,  to  the  middle  of  the 
m  iin  entrance  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  which  diftance  is  computed  to 
be  about  eightekn  miles.     Thence  the  boundary  line  runs  up  the 
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rtiiddle  of  the  river,  to  its  moft  northerly  head,  which  is  a  pond, 
fituated  partly  in  the  town  of  Wakefield,  and  partly  in  the  town  of 
Shapley,  in  the  county  of  York  ;  a  diftance  from  the  mouth  of  the 
harbour,  of  about  forty  miles,  in  N.  N.  W.  courfe.  From  the  head 
of  this  pond,  according  to  the  royal  determination,-  in  1740,  the  di- 
viding line  was  to  rim  "  north,  two  degrees  weft,  till  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  were  finiflied,  from  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  har- 
bour, or  until  it  meet  with  his  Majefiy's  other  governments."  The 
reafon  for  mentioning  this  fpecific  diffance  in  the  decree,  was,  that 
one  htindred  and  twenty  miles  were  the  extent  of  the  province  of 
Maine.  At  that  time,  no  other  government  fubjeft  to  the  Britiflr 
crown  lay  in  that  direftion.  In  1765,  the  new  province  of  Quebec 
was  erefted,  and  its  fouthern  boundary  was  "  a  line  paffing  along 
the  high  lands,  whiclr  divide  the  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the 
river  St.  Lawrence,  from  thofe  which  fall  into  the  fea."  By  the 
treaty  of  peace  between  America  and  Britain,  in  1783,  all  the  lands 
fouthward  of  that  line,  reckoning  it  from  the  eaftward  "  to  the 
north- wefV  head  of  Conneifticut  river,  and  thence  down  along  the 
middle  of  that  river,  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of  north  latitude," 
were  ceded  to  the  United  States.  Thefe  deterrriinations  have  been 
fo  conftrued,  as  to  favour  an  extenfion  of  tl>e  line  between  New- 
Hampfliire  and  Maine,  to  the  high  lanck  Avhich  bound  the  pro- 
vince of  Quebec;  a  diliance  of  twenty-five  miles  beyond  the  norlhcFit 
limits  of  the  province  of  Maine. 

New-Hampftiire  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Britifh  province  of 
Quebec.  The  north-eallern  extremity  of  this  Iwundary  line  is  a 
birch  tree,  marked  N.  E.  Ncw-Hampfliire,  1789.  This  line  ex- 
tends along  the  high  lauds,  fcventeen-  miles  and  two  hundred  and 
feven  rods,  to  the  head  of  the  north-weftern  branch  of  Connecticut 
river;  at  which  extremity  is  a  fir  tree,  infcribed  N.  H.  N.  Vr. 
T789.  Thence  the  boundary  defcends  to  the  forty-fifth  degree  of 
latitude,  along  the  middle  of  the  north-wcftern  branch,  which  there 
\initcs  with  the  north-eaftern,  or  main  branch  of  the  river. 

AIR,    pLIMATE,  AND  SEASONS. 

The  air  of  New-Hampfliire  is  generally  pure  and  falubrious. 
During  the  winter  months,  the  prevailing  wind  is  from  the  north- 
weft,  which  is  dry,  cold,  and  bracing  ;  it  rarely  brings  fnow,  but 
when  it  does,  the  degree  of  cold  is  increafcd.  That  the  coldnefs  of 
the  north-weft  wind  is  owing  to  the  great^  lakes,  is  a  vulgar  error, 
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©ften  retailed  by  geographical  writer?,  and  adopted  by  unthinking 
people.  All  the  great  lakes  lie  weftward  of  the  N.  W.  point,  and 
iome  of  them  Ibuthward  of  W.  It  is  more  natural  to  fuppofc  that 
the  immenfe  wildernefs,  butefpecially  the  mountains,  when  corered 
with  fnow,  give  a  keennefs  to  the  air,  as  a  cake  of  ice  to  a  quantity 
of  liquor  in  which  it  floats ;  and  that  this  air,  put  in  motion,  con- 
veys its  cold  as  far  as  it  extends. 

The  deepeft  fnows  fall  with  a  north-eaft  wind,  and  ftorms  from 
that  quarter  are  moil  violent,  and  of  longeft  duration  ;  after  which, 
the  wind  commonly  changes  to  the  N.  W.  and  blovv's  brilkly  for  a  da/ 
or  two,  driving  the  fnow  into  heaps.  This  effeG  is  produced  only  ia 
the  open  grounds ;  in  the  forell,  the  fnow  lies  level,  from  two  to 
four  feet  in  depth  throughout  the  winter.  On  the  mountains,  the 
fnow  falls  earlier,  and  remains  later  than  in  the  low  grounds.  Oa 
thofe  elevated  fummits,  the  winds  alfo  have  greater  force,  driving 
the  fnow  into  the  long  and  deep  gullies  of  the  mountains,  where  il 
is  fo  confolidated,  as  not  to  be  eallly  diflblved  by  the  vernal  fun.. 
Spots  of  fnow  are  feen  on  the  fouth  fides  of  the  mountains  as  late  as 
May,  and  ou  the  higheft  till  July. 

Light  frofts  begin  in  September ;  in  Oftober  they  are  mare  fre- 
quent, and  by  the  end  of  that  month,  ice  is  made  in  fmall  collec- 
tions of  water,  but  tl:,e  weaher  is  mollly  ferene.  November  is  a  va- 
riable month,  alternately  wet  and  dry  ;  the  furface  of  the  ground  is 
frequently  frozen  and  thav.ed.  The  fame  weather  continues  through 
a  part  of  December,  but  commonly,  in  the  courfe  of  thi^  mouth, 
the  rivers  and  the  earth  are  thoroughly  frozen,  and  well  prepared  to 
receive  and  retain  the  fnow.  January  often  prod\ices  a  thaw,  which 
is  fucceeded  by  a  fevere  froft.  In  February,  the  deepcft  fnows  and 
the  coldeft  weather  prevails  j  but  the  lowed  depreffion  of  the  ther- 
mometer is  generally  followed  by  wet  and  mild  weather.  March  is 
bluftering  and  cold,  with  freqiient  flights  of  fnow ;  but  the  fnn  is 
then  fo  high  as  to  melt  the  fnow  at  noon.  In  April,  the  open. 
<x»untry  is  generally  cleared  of  fnow,  but  it  commonly  lies  in  the 
woods  till  May.  This  is  the  ufual  routine  of  the  wintry  feafon,  but 
there  are  fometimes  variations.  In  1771,  the  fnow  did  not  fall  till  the 
end  of  January;  in  1786,  it  was  very  deep  in  the  beginning  of  De- 
cember. When  the  fnow  comes  early,  it  preferves  the  ground  from 
being  deeply  frozen,  otherwife  the  froft  penetrates  to  the  depth  qf  ■ 
three  feet  or  more. 
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From  the  middle  of  September,  the  mornings  and  evenings  oegin 
to  be  fo  chill,  that  a  fmall  fire  becomes  a  defirable  companion.  In 
Oftober,  the  weather  requires  one  to  be  kept  more  fteadily  ;  frorri 
the  time  that  the  autumnal  rains  come  on  in  November,  it  is  in- 
rariably  necefTary  to  the  end  of  March  ;  in  April  it  is  intermitted  at 
noon  ;  a  ftorm  is  always  expe(!^ed  in  May,  and,  till  that  is  paft,  the 
chimney  is  not  clofed  ;  they  therefore  reckon  eight  months  of  cold 
weather  in  the  year. 

It  has  often  been  obferved,  that  thunder  clouds,  when  near  the 
earth,  feem  to  be  attracted  by  large  collections  of  water.  In  the 
neighbourhood  of  lakes  and  ponds,  the  thunder  is  reverberated  from 
the  furrounding  mountains  in  a  grand  and  folem.n  echo  of  long  conti- 
nuance. 

A  fouth-weft  breeze  in  fummer  is  accompanied  with  a  ferene  fky, 
and  this  is  the  warmeft  of  their  winds.  The  N.  W.  wind  does  not 
blow  in  fummer,  but  after  a  thunder  fiiower,  when  its  elafticity  and 
coolnefs  arc  as  refrefliing  as  the  preceding  heat  is  tedious. 

In  the  neighbourhood  of  frefii  rivers  and  ponds,  a  whitifh  fog  ir^ 
the  morning,  lying  over  the  water,  is  a  fure  indication  of  fair  wea- 
ther for  that  day,  and  when  no  fog  is  feen,  rain  is  expefted  before 
night.  In  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  the  afcent  of  va- 
pours, and  their  formation  into  clouds,  is  a  curious  and  entertaining 
objed.  Tl:e  vapours  are  feen  rifing  in  fmall  columns,  like  fmoke 
from  chimneys  ;  when  rifen  to  a  certain  height,  they  fpread,  meet, 
condenfe,  and  are  attracted  by  the  mountains,  \vhere  they  either 
diftil  in  gentle  dews,  and  replenifli  the  fprings,  or  defcend  in  fliowers, 
accompanied  with  thunder.  After  fliort  intermiilions,  the  procefs 
is  repeated  many  times  in  the  courfe  of  a  fummer  day,  affording  to 
travellers  a  live!}-  illuftration  of  what  is  obferved  in  the  book  of  Job, 
"  they  are  wet  with  the  fliowers  of  the  mountain."* 

The  aurora  horealis  was  firll  noticed  in  New-Hampfliire,  in  the 
year   lyig.-j-     The  elder  people  fay  it  is  much  more  frequent  now 

than 

■•'*  Job.  yxiv.  8. 

■f-  The  foUowin;^  account  of  this  appearance  Is  taken  from  the  Bofton  News  Letter 
of  March  14,   1720. 

"  The  late  extr;>ordinary  appearance  ia  the  heavens,  of  December  it,  is  the  firft  of 
the  kind  that  is  known  to  have  been  fccn  in  New-Eiigiand,  and  was  at  tlie  fame  tirac 
obferved  throuijliout  the  countiy.  Some  fay  it  was  feen  at  tlirec  fevcral  times  ^'iz-  at 
eight,  twchc,  and  ai^ain  toward  morninij.     Tlic  account  cf  fome  is,  of  a  cloud  lying 
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than  formerly.  It  fometimcs  appears  in  the  form  cf  a  luminous 
arch,  extending  from  eail  to  weft,  but  more  commonly  rifes  from  a 
dark  convexity  in  the  noith,  and  flaihes  upward  toward  the  zenith. 
In  a  calm  night,  and  in  the  intervals  between  gentle  flaws  of  wind,- 
an  attentive  ear,  in  a  retired  fituation,  may  perceive  it  to  be  accom- 
panied with  a  found.*  This  luminous  appearance  has  beea  oblerved 
in  all  feafons  of  the  year,  in  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold,  and  in  all 
tiie  intermediate  degrees.  The  colour  of  the  ftreams  is  fometiraes 
variegated,  white,  blue,  yellow  and  red,  the  luilre  of  which, 
reflected  from  the  fnow,  is  an  appearance  highly  pic^urefque  and  en- 
tertainuig. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    SEA  COAST, 
MOUNTAINS,    &c. 

The  whole  extent  of  the  fea  coaft,  from  the  fouthern  boundary, 
to  the  mouth  of  Pafcataqua  harbour,  is  about  eighteen  mile?.  The 
ihore  is  modly  a  fandy  beech,  within  which  are  fait  marflies,  inter- 
fered by  creeks.  There  are  feveral  coves  for  fifliing  rebels,  but  the 
only  harbour  for  fliips,  aud  the  only  fea  ])ort  in  New-Hampfhire,  is 
Pafcataqua,  where  the  fhore  is  rocky  ;  its  latitude  is  43°  5'  N.  and 
its  longitude  70°  41'  VV.  from  the  royal  obfcrvatory  at  Green- 
Tvich. 

In  the  middle  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  lies  Great-Tfland,  on  which 
the  town  of  Newcaflle  is  built.  On  the  N.  E.  ])oint  of  this  ifland  a 
light  houfe  was  erefted  in  1771,  at  the  expence  of  the  province,  but 
it  is  now  ceded  to  the  United  States.  The  diredions  for  entering  the 
harbour  are  thefe :  "  Ships  coming  from  the  Eafl,  fhould  keep  ia 
twelve  fathom,  till  the  light  bears  N.  half  a  point  E.  or  W.  diftant 
three  miles,  to  avoid  a  ledge  of  rocks  which  lies  off  the  mouth  of 
the  harbour,    th^n  bear  away  for  the  light,   keeping  the  weftera 

Jengthway,  toward  the  north-v/cft  anJ  noith-eaft  ;  from  the  cnJs  of  wliich  srfctw;) 
clouds,  afcending  toward  the  middle  of  the  licavens,  of  4  deep  red  colour,  and  almoll 
nieethig  each  other,  then  dtfccnding  toward  the  place  whence  they  arofe.  The  air  was 
light  in  the  time  of  it,  as  a  little  after  fun  fet,  or  before  fun  rife  ;  and  fome  taw  Vv^hu, 
fomelhing  li'vc  ihooting  flars,  ftreaming  upwards  from  the  clouds.  It  was  fccn  in  our 
towns  all  along  :  and  ihegicat  variety  of  accounts  may  in  part  proceed' fram  this,  that 
fome  faw  only  one,  others  another  of  its  appearances." 

'■*  If  any  pcrfon  would  have  a  prcclfe  idea  of  the  fo^md,  caufcd  by  the  fl.'.Hiing  i.f  t'le 
aurcra  ioreaJis,  let  him  hold  a  filk  handkerchief  by  the  corner,  in  oHj  Iiatid,  and  with 
the  thumb  and  finger  of  the  other  hand,  maV.<  a  quick  ftrokc  along  its  edge. 
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fhore  en  board,  and  coming  no  nearer  that  fliore  than  the  depth  of 
nine  fathoms,  giving  the  light  a  proper  birth,  and  ftanding  over  to 
the  northern  fliore  of  the  river,  where  they  may  anchor  in  nine  fa- 
thoms, abreaft  of  Sparha\vk's  point.  Ships  coming  from  the  fouth- 
ward,  fliould  obferve  the  fame  diredlions  refpe£ting  the  hght,  and 
keep  in  nine  fathoms  on  the  weftern  fliore.'' 

Between  the  north  fide  of  Great-lfland  and  Kittery  fliore,  is  the 
main  entrance,  about  a  mile  wide,  nine  and  ten  fathoms  deep.  The 
anchorage  is  good  ;  the  fliore  is  lined  with  rocks  ;  the  harbour  is 
land-locked  on  all  fides,  and  perfedtly  fafe.  The  tides  rife  from  tea 
to  fourteen  feet.  The  other  entrance  on  the  fouth  fide  of  Great- 
lfland  is  called  Little  Harbour ;  the  water  here  is  flioal,  and  the 
bottom  fandy. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  in  the  river,  between  which  and  the 
fliores  are  channels  for  fmall  veflels  and  boats.  Between  the  upper 
end  of  Great-lfland,  and  the  town  of  Portfmouth,  on  the  fouthern 
fide  of  the  river,  is  a  broad,  deep,  liill  water,  called  the  Foo!, 
where  the  largeft  fliips  may  lie  very  conveniently  and  fecurely.  This 
was  the  ufual  flation  for  the  maft  fliips,  of  which  feven  have  been 
loading  at  one  time. 

The  main  channel  lies  between  Pierce's  ifland  and  Seavey's,  on 
each  of  which,  batteries  of  cannon  were  planted,  and  entrenchments 
formed  in  1775.  Here  the  Itream  is  contracted  to  a  very  narrow  paf- 
fage,  and  the  tide  is  extremely  rapid,  but  the  water  is  deep,  with  a 
bold  rocky  fliore  on  each  fide.  The  rapidity  of  the  current  prevents 
the  river  from  freezing  in  the  feverefl:  winters. 

Three  leagues  from  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  lie  the  ifles  of 
Shoals,  which  are  {even  in  number.  On  Star-Ifland,  the  town 
of  Gofport  is  built,  which  belongs  to  New-Hampfliire.  The 
dividing  line  runs  between  that  and  the  next  ifland  to  the  northward, 
which  belongs  to  ]Mafl[achufetts  ;  here  is  a  good  road  with  moorings, 
^nd  an  artificial  dock  has  been  conftrufted,  with  great  labour  and  ex- 
pence,  by  Mr.  Haley,  for  fifliing  veflels.  Ships  fometimes  take 
flicker  here  in  bad  weather,  but  it  is  not  then  fafe  for  thofe  of  large 
bulk.  Thefe  iflands  being  of  folid  rock,  with  but  little  earth,  are 
incapable  of  any  improvement  by  tillage,  thoqgh  they  afford  fomc 
pafturage  and  gardens.  The  inhabitants  have  formerly  carried  on 
the  cod  fifliery  to  great  advantage,  but  it  has  been  for  fome  years 
declining.      Salt-works  have  been  ereded  on   one  of  the  iflands, 

I  which 


OF    NliW-IIAMPSHIRE.  6^ 

which  have  yielded  fult  of  a  fuperior  quahty,  excellently  adapted  to 
the  curing  of  fifli. 

The  remarkable  mcuntaiii,  Agamenticiis,  lies  about  four  leagues 
north  of  the  entrance  of  Pafcataqun,  and  there  are  three  inferior  fum- 
mits,  known  by  the  name  of  Frofl's  Hills,  at  a  lefs  diftancc  on  the 
N.  W.  Thefe  are  fituate  within  the  county  of  York,  formerly  called 
the  province  of  Maine ;  but  from  the  fea,  no  remarkable  high  lands 
appear,  which  are  within  the  limits  of  New-Hampfliire,  nearer  thaa 
twenty  or  tliirty  miles.  The  lirft  ridge  is  continued  through  the 
towns  of  Rochefter^  Barrington,  and  Nottingham,  and  the  leveral 
fummits  are  diftinguiflied  by  difterent  names,  as  TenerifFc,  Saddle- 
back, Tuckaway,  &c.  but  the  general  name  is  the  Blue  Hills.  Beyond 
thefe  are  feveral  higher  ones,  as  Mount  Major,  Moofe  Mountain, 
&c.  thefe  are  not  in  a  continued  range^  but  detached  ;  between  them 
are  many  fmaller  elevations,  fome  of  which  are,  and  others  are  not^ 
diiTmdly  named.  Farther  back  .the  mountains  rife  higher,  and 
among  the  third  range,  Chocorua,  OlFapy,  and  Kyarflirge,  claim 
the  pre-eminence.  Beyond  thefe,  is  the  lofty  ridge,  which  is  com- 
itionly  called  the  height  of  land,  becaufe  it  feparates  the  branches  of 
the  river  Connecticut  from  thofe  of  Merrimack.  In  this  ridge  is 
the  Grand  Monadnock,  twenty-two  miles  eaft  of  the  river  Connec- 
ticut, and  ten  miles  north  of  the  fouthern  boundary  line.  Thirty 
jnlles  north  of  this,  lies  Sunnapee  Mountain,  and  forty-eight  miles 
farther  in  the  fame  direftion  is  Moofhelock.  The  ridge  then  is  con- 
tinued north-eallerly,  dividing  the  waters  of  the  river  Connefticut 
from  thofe  of  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin.  Here  the  mountains  rife 
much  higher,  and  the  mofl  elevated  fummits  in  this  range  are  the 
White  Mountains. 

Mountains  appear  of  different  colours,  according  to  the  nature  of 
their  exterior  furface,  the  ieafon  of  the  year,  and  the  diflance  of  the 
obferver.  They  are  all  covered  with  wood,  the  fmaller  ones  wholly, 
the  larger  have  bald  fummits,  which  appear  white,  as  long  as  the 
Inow  remains  ;  but  at  otlKir  times  vary  their  colour  according  to  the 
diflance  of  the  obferver.  If  he  is  very  nigh,  they  appear  of  the  grey 
colour  of  the  ro.k,  and  the  farther  he  recedes,  their  appearance  is 
a  paler  blue,  till  it  becomes  nearly  of  the  colour  of  the  fky.  The 
woody  parts  of  mountains,  when  viewed  at  a  fmall  diftance,  are 
green,  at  a  gieater  diflance,  blue.  From  fome  favourable  fitua- 
tions,  all  thefe  vr.rieti«s  may  be  feen  at  once  ;  mountains  of  different 
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ihacies,  tixlures,  arid  elevations,  are  prefented  to  the  eye  of  the  cu- 
rious obferver. 

The  wood  on  thefe  mountains  is  of  various  kinds,  but  they  have 
all  more  or  lefs  of  the  evergreens,  as  pine,  fpruce,  hemlock,  and 
fir,  intermixed  ^ith  fhrubs  and  vines.  It  is  univerfally  obferved, 
that  trees  of  every  kind  diminiih  in  their  fize  toward  the  fummit ; 
many  of  them,  though  fhort,  appear  to  be  very  aged.  On  fome 
mountains  we  find  a  flirubbery  of  hemlock  and  fpruce,  wliol'e 
branches  are  knit  together  fo  as  to  be  impenetrable  ;  the  fnow  lodges 
on  their  tops,  and  a  cavity  is  formed  underneath  ;  thefe  are  called  by 
the  Indians,  Hakmantaks. 

On  the  tops  of  feveral  of  tht  highed  mountains,  are  fmall  collec- 
tions of  water,  and  on  others,  marfliy  fpots,  which  are  frequented  by 
aquatic  birds.  The  roads  over  thole  mountains  which  are  pafTablej 
are  frequently  wet  and  miry,  while  the  valleys  below  are  dry. 
About  two  or  three  feet  under  the  furface  of  the  mountain,  is  a  firm 
earth,  called  the  pan>  which  is  impenetrable  by  water  ;  the  rains  and 
dews  are  therefore  retained  in  the  fofter  foil,  or  formed  into  fprings 
and  brooks.  This  foil  is  made  by  the  rotting  of  fallen  leaves  and 
wood,  tliC  growth  of  pad  ages. 

Mountainous  countries  are  obferved  to  be  moH;  fubjeft  to  earth- 
quakes, and  the  nearer  any  lands  are  to  mountains,  it  may  be  ex- 
pefted  that  thefe  commotions  will  be  more  frequent.  New-England 
has  never  been  vifited  with  deftructive  earthquakes,  but  more  fliocks 
have  been  obferved  in  irs  northern  than  in  its  fouthern  parts.  After 
the  great  fliocks  in  1727  and  175.5,  ^^'^^'^h  were  perceived  through 
a  great  part  of  the  continent,  fmaller  fliocks  were  more  frequent 
in  New-Hampfhire  than  at  Boflon.  From  1755  to  1774,  fcarcely  a 
year  palled  without  fome  repetition}  from  tliat  time  to  1783,  none 
were  obferved,  and  there  have  been  but  two  or  three  lince. 

Several  phenomena  refpefting  the  larger  mountains,  afford  mat- 
ter of  amufement,  and  fome  are  of  real  ufe.  People  who  live  near 
them,  humouroufly  flile  the  mountains  their  almanack,  becaufe  by 
the  afcent  and  attraction  of  vapours,  they  can  form  a  judgment  of  the 
veather.  If  a  cloud  is  attraded  by  a  mountain,  and  hovers  on  its 
top,  they  prcdift  r-ain;  and  if,  after  rain,  the  mountain  continues  cap- 
ped, they  expc6t  a  repetition  of  fliowcrs.  A  fiorm  is  preceded  for 
feveral  hours  by  a  roaring  of  the  mountain,  which  may  be  heard  tt>n 
or  twelve  miles.  This  is  frequently  obferved  by  people  who  live  near 
the  grand  JMonadnock.     It  is  alfo  fiaci,  that  when  there  is  a  perfect 
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calm  on  the  fouth  fide,  there  is  fometimes  a  furious  wind  on  the 
horih,  \vhich  drives  the  fnow,  i'o  that  it  is  feen  whirling  far  above 
the  trees.* 

The  town  of  Moultcnborough  lies  under  the  S.  W.  fide  of  the 
gr-at  Oflapy  mountain,  and  it  is  there  obferved,  that  in  a  N.  E.  itorm, 
*'  the  wind  falls  over  the  mountain  like  water  over  a  dam,  and  with 
fuch  a  force  as  frequently  to  unroof  the  houfes."-}- 

The  altitude  of  this  mountain  has  not  been  afcertained,  but  that 
of  the  grand  Monadnock  was  meafured  in  i  780,  by  James  Winthrop, 
Efq.  by  means  of  a  barometer,  and  the  table  of  correfponding 
heights,  in  Martin's  Philofcphka  Britannica.\  At  the  bafe,  on  the 
north  lide,  the  barometer  being  at  28,4,  gave  an  elevation  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  ninety-five  feet.  At  the  upper  edge. 
of  the  wood  it  was  at  27,0,  which  denoted  two  thoufand  fix  hundred 
eighty-two  feet ;  and  at  the  higheft  point  of  the  rock  26,4,  which 
announced  an  elevation  of  three  thoxifand  two  hundred  and  fifty-four 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  fea. 

The  baf;;  of  this  mountain  is  about  five  miles  in  diameter,  from 
norih  to  fouth,  and  about  three  from  eaft  to  vvefi;.     Its  fummit  is  a ' 
bald  rock;  on  fome  parts  of  it  are  large  piles  of  broken  rocks,  and  on 
the  fides  are  fome  appearances  of  the  explofion  of  fubterraneous 
fires. 

A  fimilar  phenomenon  has  been  obferved  on  a  mountain,  in  the 
tovvnfliip  of  Chefterfield,  adjoining  Connefticut  river,  calL'd  Weft 
river  mountain.  About  the  year  1730,  the  garrifon  of  Fort  Dum- 
mer,  dift^ant  four  miles,  vms  alarmed  witli  frequent  explolions,  and 
wi'.h  columns  of  fire,  and  fmoke  emitted  from  the  mountain.  The  like 
appearances  have  been  obferved  at  various  times  fince,  particularly 
one  in  1752,  which  was  the  moft  violent  of  any.  There  are  two  places 
where  the  rocks  bear  marks  of  having  been  heated  and  calcined.  A 
company  of  perfon^  having  conceived  a  notion  of  precious  metals 
being  contained  in  this  mountain,  have  penetrated  it  in  vai'ious  di- 
rections, and  have  found  further  evidences  of  internal  fires,  parti- 
cularly a  large  quantity  of  fcoriae,  in  fome  parts  loofe,  in  others  ad- 
hering to  the  rocks.  The  only  valuable  effeft  of  their  induftry  is 
the  difcovery  of  a  fine,  foft,  yellow  earth,  which  when  burned,  is 
changed  into  a  brown  pigment,  and  another  of  the  colour  of  the 
peach  blofibm.     There  is  alfo  obferved  on  the  earth,  which  has  beea 
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thrown  out,  a  white  incniftation,  which  has  the  tafte  of  nitre.  The 
top  of  the  mountain  is  an  area  of  about  twenty  rods  fquare,  which  is 
hollow,  and  in  a  wet  feafon  is  filled  with  water,  as  is  common  on  the 
tops  of  mountains,  but  there  is  no  appearance  of  fuch  a  crater  as  is  pe- 
ciiliar  to  volcanos.  Under  the  mountain  are  many  fragments  of  rock 
which  have  fallen  from  it,  but  whether  by  explofions,  or  any  other  con- 
••uliloris,  or  by  force  of  the  froit,  cannot  be  afceitained.  An  account  of 
thefe  Appearances  was  fent  to  the  Academy  of  Arts  and  Sciences,  by 
the  late  Daniel  Jones,  Efq.  of  Kinfdale.*  Since  which,  it  is  faid, 
that  the  noile  has  been  again  heard ;  but  in  a  late  vifit  to  the  moun- 
tain, by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Gay,  no  fign  of  any  recent  explofion  could 
be  difcovered  ;  nor  can  any  thing  be  added  to  what  Mr.  Jones  has 
written  on  the  fubjed.-j- 

The  White  Mountains  are  by  far  the  moft  flupendous  of  any 
in  this  State,  or  in  New-England,  and  perhaps  are  the  moft  remark- 
able of  any  within  the  United  States  ;  they  therefore  merit  particu- 
lar notice.     Mr.  Belknap  elegantly  defcribes  them  as  follows  : 

From  the  earlicft  iettlement  of  the  country,  the  White  Moun- 
tains have  attrafted  the  attention  of  all  forts  of  perfons.  They  arc 
undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  in  New-England,  and  in  clear  weather 
are  discovered  before  any  other  land,  by  velTels  coming  in  to  the 
eaftern  coaft ;  but,  by  reafon  of  their  white  appearance,  are  fre- 
quently miifaktn  for  clouds.  They  are  vifible  on  the  land  at  the 
diilance  of  eighty  miles,  on  the  fouth  and  fouth-eafl  fides  ;  they 
appear  higher  when  viewed  from  the  north- eaft,  and  it  is  faid,  they 
are  feen  from  the  neighbourhood  of  Chamblc  and  Quebec.  The 
Indians  gave  thein  the  name  of  Aglochook  :  they  hirve  a  very  ancient 
tradition  that  their  country  was  once  drowned,  with  all  its  inhabi- 
tants, except  one  I'owaw  and  his  wife,  who,  forefeeing  the  flood, 
fied  to  thefe  mountains,  where  they  were  preferved,  and  that  from 
them  the  country  was  re-peopled. i  They  had  a  fuperftitiotis  vene- 
ration for  the  fummit,  as  the  habitation  of  invifible  beings ;  they 
never  ventured  to  afcend  it,  and  always  endeavoured  to  dilluade 
every  one  from  the  attempt.  From  them,  and  the  captives,  whom 
they  fometimes  led  to  Canada,  through  the  paifcs  of  thefe  moun- 
tains, many  tl>^lion3  have  been  propagated,  which  have  given  rife  to 
'"  marvellous   and   incredible  flories ;    particularly,    it  has  been  rc- 

*  Mtiuoiis,  Vol.  I.  p.  3ii.  f  Gay's  MS,  Letter,  OiH.  29,  1790. 

'\  Joffelyn's  Voyage  to  Ncw-Ensland,  p.  135. 
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ported,  that  at  immenfe  and  inacceffible  heights,  there  have  been 
feen  carbuncles,  whicli  are  luppolcd  to  appear  luminous  in  the 
niglit.  Some  writers,  who  have  attempted  to  give  an  account  of 
thefe  mountains,  have  alcribed  the  whitenefs  of  them  to  fliining 
rocks,  or  a  kind  of  w^hite  mofs ;  and  the  higheft  fummit  has  been 
deemed  inacceflible,  on  account  of  the  extreme  cold,  which  threatens 
to  freeze  the  traveller  in  the  midft  of  fummer. 

Nature  has,  indeed,  in  that  region,  formed  her  works  on  a  large 
fcaie,  and  prcfented  to  view  many  objedts  which  do  not  ordinarily 
occur.  A  perfon  who  is  unacquainted  with  a  mountainous  country, 
cannot,  upon  his  firft  coming  into  it,  make  an  adequate  judgment 
of  heights  and  diflances  ;  he  will  imagine  every  thing  to  be  nearer 
and  lefs  than  it  really  is,  until,  by  experience,  he  learns  to  correi^t 
his  apprehenlions,  and  accommodate  his  eye  to  the  magnitude  and 
lituation  of  the  objed  around  him.  When  amazement  is  excited  by 
the  grandeur  and  fublimity  of  the  fcenes  prefented  to  view,  it  is  ne- 
cefTary  to  curb  the  imagination,  and  exercife  judgment  with  mathe- 
matical precifion ;  or  the  temptation  to  romance  will  be  invincible. 

The  White  Mountains  are  the  moft  elevated  part  of  a  ridge,  which 
extends  N.  E.  and  S.  W.  to  an  immenfe  diftance.  The  area  of  their 
bafe  is  an  irregular  figure,  the  whole  circuit  of  which  is  not  lels 
than  fixty  miles.  The  number  of  fummits  within  this  area  cannot 
at  prefent  be  afcertained,  the  country  round  them  being  a  thick  wil- 
dernels.  The  greateft  number  which  can  be  feen  at  once  is  at  Dart- 
niouth,  on  the  N.  W.  fide,  where  feven  fummits  appear  at  one 
view,  of  which  four  are  bald  ;  of  thefe,  the  three  highell:  are  the 
moft  diftant,  being  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  the  cluftcr ;  one  of  thefe 
is  the  mountain  which  makes  fo  majeftic  an  appearance  all  along  the 
fliore  of  the  eaftern  counties  of  Maffachufetts ;  it  has  lately  been 
diftinguiflied  by  the  name  of  Mount  IVaJhlngtoii. 

To  arrive  at  the  foot  of  this  mountain  there  is  a  continual  afcent 
of  twelve  miles  from  the  plain  of  Pigwacket,  which  brings  the  tra- 
veller to  the  height  of  land  between  Saco  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers. 
At  this  height  there  is  a  level  of  about  a  mile  fquare,  part  of  which 
is  a  meadow,  formerly  a  beaver  pond,  with  a  dam  at  each  end  ; 
here,  though  elevated  more  than  three  thoufand  feet  above  the  level 
of  the  fea,  the  traveller  finds  himfelf  ii\  a  deep  valley.  On  the  eaft 
is  a  fteep  mountain,  out  of  which  iflue  feveral  fprings,  one  of  which 
is  the  fountain  of  Ellis  river,  a  branch  of  Saco,  which  runs  fouth  ; 
another,  of  Feabody  river,  a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin,  which  runs 
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north  :  fi'om  this  meadow,  towards  the  weft,  there  is  an  uninter- 
rupted af:ent  on  a  ridge  between  two  deep  gullies  to  the  fumxnit 
of  Mount  Wafhington. 

The  lower  part  of  the  mountain  is  fliaded  by  a  thick  growth  of 
fprr.ce  and  fir.  The  furface  is  compofed  of  rocks,  covered  with 
very  long  green  mofs,  which  extends  from  one  rock  to  another,  and 
is,  in  many  places,  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  bear  a  man's  weight. 
This  immenfe  bed  of  mofs  ferves  ns  a  fpnnge  to  retain  the  moifture 
brought  by  the  clouds  and  vapours,  which  are  frequently  rifing  and 
gathering  round  the  mountains  ;  the  thick  growth  of  wood  prevents 
the  rays  of  the  fun  from  penetrating  to  exhale  it,  {o  that  there  is  a 
conftant  fupply  of  water  depofited  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  and 
ifTuing  in  the  form  of  fprings  from  every  part  of  the  mountain. 

The  rocks  which  compofe  the  furface  of  the  miOuntain  are,  iii 
fome  parts,  flate,  in  others  flint;  fome  fpecimcns  of  rock  chryftal 
have  been  found,  but  of  no  great  value  :  no  lime-Hone  has  yet  been 
difcovered,  though  the  mofl:  likely  rocks  have  been  tried  with  aqua- 
fortis. There  is  one  precipice  on  the  eaftern  fide,  not  only  com- 
pletely perpendicular,  but  compofed  of  fquare  ftones,  as  regular  as 
a  piece  of  mafonry ;  it  is  about  five  feet  high,  and  from  rifteen  to 
twenty  in  length.  The  uppermoft  rocks  of  the  mountain  are  the 
common  quartz,  of  a  dark  grey  colour ;  when  broken,  they  Ihcw 
very  fmall  fliining  fpecks,  but  there  is  no  fuch  appearance  on  the 
exterior  part.  The  eaftern  fide  of  the  mountain  rifes  in  an  angle  of 
forty-five  degrees,  and  requires  fix  or  feven  hours  of  hard  labour  to 
afcend  it.  Many  of  the  precipices  are  fo  fteep  as  to  oblige  the  tra- 
veller to  ufe  his  hands  as  well  as  feet,  and  to  hold  by  the  trees,  which 
diminifh  in  fize  till  they  degenerate  into  fhrubs  and  buflies  ;  above 
thefe  are  low  vines,  fome  bearing  red  and  others  blue  berries,  and 
the  uppermoft  vegetation  is  a  fpecies  of  grafs,  called  winter  graft, 
mixed  with  the  niofs  qf  the  rocks.* 

Havmg 

*  '  At  the  ba!e  of  the  fummit  of  ^fount  \Vafhington  the  limits  of  vegetation  m'ly 
■with  propriety  be  fixed  ;  there  .nre,  indeed,  on  fome  of  the  rocks,  even  to  ihdr 
apices,  fcattcred  fpecks  of  n  mofly  appearance,  but  I  conceive  them  to  be  extraneoub 
fubftancrs  accidcntnHy  adhciini;  to  the  rocks,  for  I  could  not  difcover,  with  my  bo- 
tanical microfcope,  :\ny  part  of  that  pLint  regularly  formed.  The  limits  of  vegeta- 
tion at  the  bafc  of  this  fummit  are  as  well  defined  as  that  between  the  woods  and  the 
hald  or  moTy  part.  So  ftriking  is  the  appearance,  tjiat  at  a  confidcrable  diftance  the 
mind  is  imprcfltd   with  an  idea,  th^t  vegetation    extends   no  farther  than  a  line,  as 

wall 


OF    NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  69 

Having  furmounted  the  iipper  and  fteepeft  precipice,  there  is  a 
large  area,  called  the  plain  ;  it  is  a  dry  heath,  compofcd  of  rocks 
covered  with  mols,  and  bearing  the  appearance  of  a  part  11  re  in  the 
beginning  of  the  winter  feafon.  In  fome  openings,  between  the 
rocks,  there  are  fprings  of  water,  in  others,  dr}-  gravel ;  here  the 
grous,  or  heath  bird,  reforts,  and  is  generally  out  of  danger ;  feveral 
of  them  were  Ihot  by  fome  travellers  in  Oftober,  1774.  The  extent 
of  this  plain  is  uncertain ;  from  the  eaftern  fide  to  the  foot  of  the 
pinnacle,  or  fugar  loaf,  it  is  nearly  level,  and  it  may  be  walked  over 
in  kfs  than  an  hour.  The  fiigar  loaf  is  a  pyramidal  heap  of  grey 
rocks,  which,  in  fome  places,  arc  formed  like  winding  fteps  ;  this 
pinnacle  has  been  afcended  in  one  hour  and  a  half.  The  traveller 
having  gained  the  fummit,  is  rccompenfed  for  his  toil,  if  the  fky  be 
fei-ene,  with  a  mofl  noble  and  cxtenfive  profpe^h  On  the  fouth-ea(t 
fide  tht'jre  is  a  view  of  the  Atlantic  ocean,  the  nearefl  part  of  which  is 
fisty-five  miles  in  a  direifl  line  ;  on  the  weft  and  north  the  profpeft 
is  bounded  by  the  high  lands,  which  feparate  the  waters  of  Con- 
ne*ilicut  and  Amarifcoggin  rivers,  from  thofe  of  lake  Champlaia 
and  St.  Lawrence.  On  the  foiith,  it  extends  to  the  fouthernmoft 
mountains  of  New-Kampfliire,  cojaaprehending  a  view  of  the  lake 
Winipifeogee.  On  every  lide  of  thefe  mountains  are  long  winding 
gullies,  beginning  at  the  precipice  below  the  plain,  and  deepening  ia 
the  defcent.     In  winter  the  fnow  lodges  in  thefe  gullies,  and  being 

•wsU  defined  as  the  penumbra  and  Ihndow  in  a  lunar  eclipfe.  The  ftoncs  I  hnve  by 
me,  from  the   fummit,  have  not  the  fmalleft  appenrnnce  of  mofs  upon  them. 

'  There  is  evidently  the  ajipearance  of  three  zones — I,  the  woods — 2,  the  bald 
mofly  part — 3,  the  part  above  vegetation.  The  fame  appearance  has  been  obfcrved  on 
the  Alps,  and  all  other  high  mountains. 

'  I  recoUedt  no  grafs  on  the  plain.  The  fpaces  betwccit  the  rocks  in  the  fccond  zone 
and  on  the  plain,  are  filled  with  fpruce  and  fir,  whicli,  perhaps,  have  been  growing 
ever  fince  the  creation,  and  yet  many  of  them  have  not  attained  a  greater  height  than 
three  or  four  inches,  but  their  fprcading  tops  are  fo  thick  and  ftrong,  as  to  fupport 
the  weight  of  a  man,  without  yielding  in  the  fmallcft  degree  ;  the  fnowsand  svinds 
keeping  the  furfacc  even  with  the  general  fnrfrxe  of  the  rocks.  In  many  places,  on 
the  fides,  we  could  get  glades  of  this  growth,  fome  rods  in  extent,  when  we  could,  by 
fitting  down,  Aide  the  whole  length.  The  tops  of  the  growth  of  wood  were  fo  thick 
and  firm,  as  to  bear  us  currently  a  confidcrable  diftance  before  we  arrived  at  the  ut- 
mofl:  boundaries,  which  were  almoft  as  well  defined  as  the  water  on  the  fliore  of  a 
pond.  The  tops  of  the  wood  had  the  appearance  of  having  been  (horn  off, exhibiting  a 
fmooth  furfacc  from  their  upper  limits  to  a  great  u:itancc  down  the  mountain.'  J\1S. 
cf  Dr.  CutUr. 

driven 
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driven  by  the?  north-weft  and  north-eaft  wind,  from  the  top,  is  iecvc& 
in  thofe  which  are  fituated  on  the  foutherly  fide.  It  is  obferved  to 
lie  longer  in  the  fpring  on  the  fouth  than  on  the  north-wef'  fide, 
v/hich  is  the  cafe  with  many  other  hills  in  New-Hampfhire. 

A  ranging  company,  who  afcendcd  the  higheft  mountain,  :.n  the 
N.  W.  part,  April  29th,  1725,  found  the  fnow  four  feet  deep  on  that 
ifide  ;  the  fummit  was  almoft  bare  of  fnow,  though  covered  with 
white  froil  and  ice,  aad  a  fmall  pond  of  water  near  the  top  was  hard 
frozen. 

In  1774,  fome  men  who  were  making  a  road  through  the  eaftern 
pafs  of  the  mountains,  afcended  the  mountain  to  the  fummit,  on  the 
6th  of  June,  and  on  the  fouth  iide,  in  one  of  the  deep  gullies,  found 
a  body  of  fnow  thirteen  feet  deep,,  and  fo  hard  as  to  bear  them.  On 
the  19th  of  the  fame  month  fome  of  the  party  afcended  again,  and 
in  the  iame  fpot  the  fnow  was  five  feet  deep.  In  the  firil  week  of 
September,  1783,  two  men,  who  attempted  to  afcend  the  moun- 
tain, found  the  bald  top  fo  covered  with  fnow  and  ice,  then  newly 
formed,  that  they  could  not  reach  the  fummit ;  but  this  does  not 
happen  every  year  fo  foon,  for  the  mountain  has  been  afcended  as 
Iste  as  the  firft  week  in  0£lober,  when  no  fnow  was  upon  it ;  and 
though  the  mountains  begin  to  be  covered,  at  times,  with  fnovv', 
as  early  as  September,  yet  it  goes  oiF  again,  and  feklom  gets 
fixed  till  the  end  of  Oi^ober,  or  the  beginning  of  November ;  but 
from  that  time  it  remains  till  July.  In  the  year  1784,  fnow  was 
feen  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  largeft  mountain  till  the  12th  of  July  ; 
in  1790,  it  lay  till  the  month  of  Auguil. 

During  this  period,  of  nine  or  ten  months,  the  mountains  exhibit 
more  or  lefs  of  that  bright  appearance  from  which  they  are  deno- 
minated white.  In  the  fpring,  when  the  fnow  is  partly  diflblved, 
ihey  appear  of  a  palfe  blue,  ftreaked  with  white;  and  after  it  is 
wholly  gone,  at  the  diflance  of  fixty  miles,  they  are  altogether  of 
the  fame  pale  blue,  nearly  approaching  a  fky  colour  ;  while,  at  the 
fame  time,  viewed  at  the  diftance  of  eight  miles  or  lefs,  they  appear 
jp{  the  proper  colour  of  the  rock.  Thefe  changes  are  obferved  by 
people  who  live  within  conftant  view  of  them  ;  and  frcm  thef^-  fads 
and  obfcrvations  it  may  with  certainty  be  concluded,  that  the  'ih'te- 
nefs  of  them  is  wholly  caufed  by  the  fnow,  and  not  by  a;  y  other 
white  lubftancc,  for,  in  fad:,  there  is  none  ;  there  are,  indcT'',  in  the 
fiimmer  months,  feme  ftreaks  which  appear  brighter  than  other 
parts :    but  thcfc,  when  viewed  attentively  with  u  twiefcope,  are 

plainly 
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pLiinly  obferved  to  be  the  edges  or  fides  of  the  long  deep  gullies 
enlightened  by  the  fun,  and  the  dark  parts  are  the  fliaded  fides  ot" 
the  fame  ,•  in  the  courfe  of  a  day  thcfe  fpots  may  be  fcen  to  vary 
according  to  the  pofition  of  the  fun, 

A  coinpany  of  gentlemen  vifited  thefe  mountains  in  July,  1784, 
with  a  view  to  make  particular  obfervations  on  thefeverai  phenomena 
nhich  might  occur ;   it  happened,  unfortunately,  that  thick  clouds 
covered  the  mountains  almoft  the  whole  time,  fo  that  fome  of  the 
inftruments,  which  with  much  l.tbour  they  carried  up,  were  rendered 
ufelefs ;  thefe  were  a  fextant,  a  telefcope,  an  inftrument  for  afcer- 
taining  the  bearings  of  diflant  objects,  a  barometer,  a  thermometer, 
and  feveral  others  for  different  purpofes.     In  the  barometer  the  mer- 
cury ranged  at  22,6,  and  the  thermometer  flood  at  44  degrees.     It 
was   their  intention   to  have  placed  one  of  each  at  the  foot  of  thcs 
mountain,  at  the  fame  time  that  the  others  were  carried  to  the  top, 
for  the  purpofe  of  making  correfponding  obfervations ;  but  they 
were  unhappily  broken  in  the  courfe  of  the  journey,  through  the 
rugged  roads  and  thick  woods ;    and  the  barometer,  which  was  car- 
ried to  the  fummit,  had  fuffered  fo  much  agitation,  that  an  allowance 
was  neceffary  to  be  made  in  calculating  the  height  of  the  mountain, 
which  v/as  computed,  in   round  numbers,  at  five  thoufand  and  five 
hundred  feet  above  the  meadow  in  the  valley  below,  and  nearly  ten 
thoufand  feet  above  tie  level  of  the  fea.*     They  intended  to  liave 
made  a  geometrical  menfuration  of  the  altitude  ;  but  in  the  meadovsrf 
they  could   not  obtain  a  bafe  of  fufticient  length,  nor  fee  the  fum- 
mit of  the  fugar  lo;;f;  and  in  another  place,  where  thefe  inconve- 
niences were  removed,  they  were  prevented  by  the  almoft  continual 
obfcuration  of  the  mountains  by  clouds. 

Their  exercife  in  afcending  the  mountain  was  fo  violent,  thatwhea 
Dr.  Cutler,  who  carried  the  thermometer,  took  it  out  of  his  bofom, 
the  mercury  ftcod  at  fever  heat,  but  it  foon  fell  to  44',  and  by  the 
time  that  he  had  adju (led  his  barometer  and  thermometer,  the  cold 
had  nearly  deprived  him  of  the  ufe  of  his  fingers.  On  the  upper- 
moft  rock,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Little  began  to  engrave  the  letters  N.  H. 
but  was  io  chilled  with  the  cold,  that  he  gave  the  inftruments  to 

••"^  This  computation  was  made  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler.  Subfequent  obfervations  and 
calculations  have  induced  the  Mr.  Belknap  to  believe  the  computation  of  his  ingenious 
friend  too  moderate,  and  he  Is  petfuaced,  that  whenever  the  niountaiu  can  be  mea- 
f'.ircd  wi:h  the  requifite  precifion,  it  will  be  fo.ind  to  Mr«ri  ten  thoufand  feet  of  per- 
pendicular altitude  above  the  level  of  the  ocean, 

Col 
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Cbl.  Whipple,  who  finiflied  rtie  letters.  Under  a  {tone  they  left  a 
plate  of  lead,  on  which  their  names  were  engraven.  The  lun  ihone 
clear  while  they  were  palling  over  the  plain,  but  immediately  after 
tlieir  an-ival  at  the  hiv'ieft  fummit,  they  had  the  mortification  to  be 
enveloped  in  a  denfe  cloud,  which  came  up  the  oppofite  fide  of  the 
mountain  :  this  unfortunate  circumflance  prevented  their  making 
any  farther  ufe  of  their  inftruments.  Being  thus  involved,  as  they 
were  defcending  from  the  plain,  in  one  of  the  long  deep  gullies,  not 
being  able  to  fee  to  the  bottom,  on  a  fudden  their  pilot  Hipped,  and 
Vi'as  gone  out  of  fight,  though  happily  without  any  other  damage 
than  tearing  his  clothes.  This  accident  obliged  them  to  fi:op.  When 
they  turned  their  eyes  upward,  they  were  aftonifhed  at  the  immenfe. 
depth  and  fleepneis  of  the  place,  which  they  had  defcended  by  fixing 
their  heels  on  the  prominent  parts  of  the  rock,  and  found  it  imprac- 
ticable to  re-afcend  the  fame  way  ;  but  having  difcovered  a  winding 
gUUy  of  a  m.ore  gradual  afcent,  in  this  they  got  up  to  the  plain, 
and  then  came  down  on  the  ealtern  fiJe ;  this  deep  gully  was  on 
the  fouth-eaft.  From  thefe  circumifances  it  may  be  inferred,  that  it  is 
more  practicable  and  fafe  to  afcend  or  defcend  on  the  ridges  than  in 
the  gullies  of  the  mountain. 

Thefe  vail  and  irregular  heights,  being  copioudy  replenifiied  with 
water,  exhibit  a  great  variety  of  beauaful  cafcades,  fome  of  which 
fall  in  a  perpendicular  flieet  or  fpout,  others  are  winding  and  (loping, 
others  fpread  and  form  a  balon  in  the  rock,  and  then  gufli  in  a  cata- 
T3.£t  over  its  edge.  A  poetic  fancy  might  find  full  gratification  amidfl 
thefe  wild  and  rugged  fcenes,  if  its  ardor  be  not  checked  by  the  fa- 
tigue of  the  approach  ;  almofl  every  thing  in  nature  which  can  be 
fuppofcd  capable  of  infpiring  ideas  of  the  fublime  and  beautiful  is 
here  realifed ;  aged  mountains,  ftupendous  elevations,  rolling  clouds, 
impending  rocks,  verdant  woods,  chryftal  ftreams,  the  gentle  i  ill, 
and  the  roaring  torrent,  all  confpire  to  amaze,  to  foothe,  and  to  en- 
rapture. 

.  On  the  weftcrn  part  of  thefe  mountains  is  a  pafs,  commonly 
called  The  Notch,  which,  in  the  narroweft  part,  meafures  but 
twenty-two  feet,  between  two  perpendicular  rocks.  From  the  height 
above  it  a  brook  defcends,  and  meanders  through  a  meadow,  for- 
merly a  beaver  pond.  It  'u  fvu'rounded  by  rocks,  which  on  one  fide 
are  perpendicular,  and  on  the  others  rife  in  an  angle  of  forty-five 
tlcgrecs — a  flrikingly  pi6lurcfque  fcenc  !  This  defile  was  known  to 
the  Indians,  who  formerly  led  their  captives  through  it  t-o  Canada  -, 
■2  but 
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Wt  It  had  been  forgotten  or  neglcfted  till  the  year  177 1,  when  two 
hunters  pafled  through  it,  and  from  their  report  the  proprietors  of 
lands  on  the  northern  parts  of  Connefticut  river  formed  the  plaii 
of  a  road  through  it  to  the  Upper  Cohos,  from  which  it  is  dilbnt 
twenty-five  miles.  Along  ihe  caltcrn  fide  of  the  meadow,  under 
tile  perpendicular  rock,  is  a  caufeway  of  large  logs  funk  into  the 
mud  by  rocks  blown  with  gunpowder  from  the  mountain.  On  this 
foundation  is  conftrui^l:ed  a  road,  which  pafles  through  the  narrow 
defile  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  meadow,  leaving  a  paflage  for  the  ri- 
vulet which  glides  along  the  wellern  fide.  This  rivulet  is  the  head 
of  the  river  Saco  ;  and  on  the  north  fide  of  the  meadow,  at  a  little 
diflance,  is  another  t)rook,  which  is  the  head  of  Amonoofuck,  a 
large  branch  of  Conneifricut  river.  The  latitude  of  this  place  li 
40"  12'  N. 

The  rivulet  which  gives  rife  to  Saco  defcends  towards  the  fouth, 
and  at  a  little  diftance  from  the  defile  its  waters  are  augmented  by 
two  ftreams  from  the  left,  one  of  which  defcends  in  a  trench  of  two 
feet  wide,  and  is  called  the  Fhime,  from  the  near  refemblance 
which  it  bears  to  an  artificial  fiume ;  over  thefe  are  throvv-ti  ftrong 
bridges,  and  the  whole  conftruclion  of  this  road  is  firm  and  durable; 
much  labour  has  been  expended  upon  it,  and  the  nctt  proceeds  of  a 
confifcatei  eflate  were  applied  to  del  ray  the  expence.  In  the  defcent 
the  pals  widens,  and  the  ftream  increaftS;  but  for  eight  or  ten  miles 
from  the  Notch,  the  nnjuntains  on  each  fide  are  fo  near,  as  to  leave 
room  only  for  the  river  and  its  intervales,  which  are  not  more  than 
haiV  a  mile  wide.  In.  the  courfe  of  this  delcent  feVeral  curious  ob- 
jeftj  prefent  thcmfclves  to  view ;  on  the  fide  of  one  mountain  is  a. 
projection  refeiiibling  a  flielf,  on  which  ftand  four  large  fquare 
rocks,  in  a  form  refembling  as  many  huge  folio  volumes.  In  two 
or  three  places^  at  immenfe  heights,  and  perfeftly  inacceiiible,  ap- 
pear rocks  of  a  white  and  red  hue;  the  furfice  of  which  is  polifl^ed^ 
like  a  mirror,  by  the  conftant  tiickling  of  water  over  them.  TheB 
being  expofed  to  the  w'eft  and  fouth,  arc  capnble,  in  the  night,  of 
vefleftin'?  the  n  con  and  flar  beams  to  the  wondering  traveller  in  the 
deep,  dark  valley  below,  and  by  the  help  of  ihaagination,  are  fuf-* 
ficient  to  gi\'-  rile  to  the  fiction  of  carbuncles. 

To  encornpafs  thefe  mountains  as  the  roads  are  laid  out,  thro\igh 
the  eaftern  and  weftern  palTcs,  hnd  round  the  northern  fide  of  the 
whole  clufter,  it  is  neccfiary  to  travel  more  than  feventy  miles,  ar.ci 
to  ford  eight  confiderablc  rivers,  befide  many  fmaller  flreams.  The 
^iiftance  between  the  heads  of  rivers,   which  purfue  fuch  different 
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couifes  from  this  immenfe  elevation,  and  which  fall  into  the  fea  {& 
many  hundred  miles  afunder,  is  fo  fmall,  that  a  traveller  may,  in  the 
courfe  of  one  day,  drink  the  waters  of  Saco,  Amarifcoggin,  and 
Connefticut  rivers.  Thefe  waters  are  all  perfedly  limpid  and  fweet, 
excepting  one  brook  on  the  eaftern  fide  of  Mount  Wafliington, 
which  has  a  f-aponaceoiis  tafte,  and  is  covered  with  a  very  thick  and 
flrong  froth.  It  is  faid,  that  there  is  a  part  of  the  mountain  where 
the  magnetic  needle  refufes  to  traverfe ;  this  is  probably  caufed  by  a 
body  of  iron  ore.  It  is  alfo  faid,  that  a  mineral,  fuppofed  to  be  lead, 
has  been  difcovered  near  the  eaftern  pafs,  but  that  fpot  cannot  now 
be  found.  What  ftores  the  bowels  of  the  mountains  contain,  time 
muft  unfold  ;  all  fearches  for  fubterraneous  treafures  having  hitherta 
proved  fruitlefs.  The  mofl:  certain  riches  which  they  yield  are  the 
frefhets,  whi^^.  bring  down  the  foil  to  the  intervales  below,  and  form 
a  fine  mould,  producing,  by  the  aid  of  cultivation,  corn  and  herbage 
in  the  mofl  luxuriant  plenty. 

Nature  has  formed  fuch  a  connexion  between,  mountains  and 
rivers,  that  in  defcribing  one,  we  are  unavoidably  led  to  Ipeak  of  the 
other. 

New-Hampfliire  is  fo  fituated,  that  five  of  the  largefl  rivers  in. 
New-England,  either  take  their  rife  within  its  limits,  or  receive  much 
of  their  water  from  its  mountains.  Thefe  are  the  Connecticut, 
Amarifcoggin,  Saco,  Merrimack,  and  Pafcataqua.  Thefe  have  been 
before  noticed  in  our  general  view  of  New-England  ;  we  fliall,  there- 
fore, only  add  fuch  obfervations  to  what  has  been  already  faid  con- 
cerning them  as  immediately  refpeft  this  State. 

A  large  branch  of  the  Saco,  called  Ellis  river,  rifes  at  the  eaftern 
pafs  of  the  White  Mountains,  where  alfo  originates  Peabody  river, 
a  branch  of  Amarifcoggin.  The  fountain  heads  of  thefe  two  rivers 
are  fo  near,  that  a  man  may  fet  his  foot  in  one  and  reach  with  his 
hand  to  the  other.  In  lefs  than  half  a  mile  fouthward  from  this 
fountain,  a  large  llream  which  runs  down  the  higheft  of  the  White 
Mountains  falls  into  Ellis  river,  and  in  ab'out  the  fame  diftance  from 
this  another  falls  fi-om  the  fame  mountain ;  the  former  of  thofe 
flreams  is  Cutler's  river,  the  latter  New-river.  The  New  river  firft 
niade  its  appearance  during  a  long  rain  in  Oclobt-r,  1775;  it  bore 
down  many  rocks  and  trees,  forming  a  fccne  of  ruin  for  a  long 
courfe  :  it  has  ever  fincebec^i  a  conftant  ftream,  and  where  it  falls  into 
Ellis  river,  prefcnts  to  viqw  a  noble  cafcade  of  about  one  hundred 
feet,  above  which  it  is  divided  into  three  llreams,  which  iflue  out  of 
llic  bowels  of  the  mountain.    Several  other  branches  of  Saco  river 
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fall  from  difFerent  parts  of  this  immenfe  clufter  of  mountains,  and 
unite  about  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  the  fourcc,  at  the  jjlain  of 
Pigwacket. 

Winipifeogee  river  comes  from  the  Ifike  of  that  name,  and  unites 
its  waters  with  Femigewaflet,  at  the  loiver  end  of  Srinborntown, 
Froin  this  junLtion,  the  coallucnt  ilream  bears  the  name  of  Merri- 
mack to  the  fea. 

In  its  courfe  throuj^h  New-Hampfliirc,  it  j^ailcs  over  feveral  falls, 
the  moft  beautiful  of  which  is  called  the  ifle  of  Hookfet,  but  the 
grandelt  is  Amulkeag.  Hookfet  is  about  eight  miles  below  the  town 
of  Concord ;  the  defcent  of  the  Water  is  not  more  than  fifteen  feet 
perpendicular  in  thirty  rods  ;  a  high  rock  divides  the  fircam,  and  a 
fmaller  rock  lies  between  that  and  the  weftern  fliore.  From  an  emi- 
nence on  the  welfern  fide  there  is  a  delightful  landfcape  ;  the  water 
above  and  below  the  fall,  the  verdant  banks,  the  cultivated  fields,  and 
the  diftant  hills  in  the  back  ground,  form  a  pifturefque  fcene,  which 
relieves  the  eye  of  the  traveller  from  the  dull  uniformity  of  a  road 
through  the  woods. 

Eight  miles  below  Hookfet  lies  Amufkeag  fall ;  it  confifts  of  three 
large  pitches  one  below  the  other,  and  the  water  is  fuppofed  to  fall 
about  eighty  feet  in  the  courfe  of  half  a  mile.  The  river  here  is 
fo  crooked  that  the  whole  of  the  fiill  cannot  be  viewed  at  once, 
though  the  fecond  pitch,  which  may  be  ken  from  the  road,  on  the 
weftern  fide,  appears  truly  majeftic.  In  the  middle  of  the  upper  part 
of  the  fall,  is  a  high,  rocky  ifiand,  on  fome  part  of  which  are  feveral 
holes  of  various  depths,  made  by  the  circular  motion  of  fmall  Hones, 
impelled  by  the  force  of  the  defcending  water.* 

At  Walpole  are  thofe  remarkable  falls  in  Connefticut  river,  f 
which  we  have  before  noticed,  formerly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
Great  Falls;  the  depth  of  the  water  is  not  known,  nor  have  the 

*  The  following  account  of  thcfc  cavities  was  formerly  fent  to  tlic  Royal  Society, 
and  printed  in  their  Philofophical  Tianfa<flions,  vol.  xxix.  p.  70.  , 

«  A  little  above  one  of  the  falls  of  this  river,  at  a  place  called  Amuflvca?,  is  a  huge 
rock  in  the  miJft:  of  the  flrcam,  on  the  top  of  \vhich  are  a  great  !:>urnbcr  of  pitr,  made 
exaftly  round,  like  barrels  or  hoglheads  of  dUTcrent  capacities;,  feme  of  which  are  capable 
of  holding  feveral  tuna.  The  nati\es  know  nothing^of  the  making  of  them  ;  hut  the 
neighbouring  Indians  ufed  to  hide  their  fiovifions  here  in  the  war;  v.ith  the  M.quas, 
affirming,  that  God  had  cut  them  out  for  that  purpofej  but  they  fecm  plainly  to  be 
artificial." 

f  Thcfe  falls  have  been  defcribcd  in  the  raoft  extravagant  terms  in  an  anonymous 
publication,  entitled,  "  The  Hiftory  of  Conncaicut  ;"  and  the  dcfcriptioti  has  been 
frequently  retailed  in  newfpapers,  and  other  periodical  works. 
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perpendicular  height  of  the  falls  been  afcertained ;  they  are  fevcFal 
pitches,  ori'^  above  another,  in  the  length  of  h::.lf  a  mile,  the  largeil: 
of  wh'.ch  ib  that  where  the  rock  divides  the  ftream. 

In  the  rocks  of  this  fall  are  many  cavities  like  thofe  at  Amufkeag, 
fome  o.  which  are  eighteen  inches  wide,  and  froin  two  to  four  feet 
deep.  On  the  fteep  fuies  of  the  ifland  rock  hang  feveral  arm-chairs, 
faftened  to  ladders,  and  fecured  by  a  counterpoue,  in  which  fifiiermsn 
fit  to  catch  falmon  and  fiiad  with  dipping  nets. 

Over  this  fall,  in  the  year  1785,  a  ftrong  bridge  of  timber  w&s 
conftru£led  by  Colonel  Enoch  H.ile  ;  its  length  is  three  hundred  and 
fixty-five  feet,  and  it  is  fupported  in  the  middle  by  the  great  rock. 
The  expenfe  of  it  was  eight  hundred  pounds  ;  and  by  a  law  of  the 
State,  a  toll  is  collefled  from  paflengers.  This  is  the  only  bridge 
acrois  Connefticut  riyer ;  but  it  is  in  contemplation  to  erect  one 
thirty-fix  miles  above,  at  the  middle  bar  of  Whue-river  fall,  where 
the  pafTage  for  the  water,  between  the  rocks,  is  about  one  hundred 
feet  wide.  This  place  is  in  the  townfliip  of  Lebanon,  two  mdes  be- 
low Dartmouth  college. 

It  would  be  endlefs  to  defcribe,  particularly,  the  numerous  falls, 
which,  in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country,  exhibit  a  great 
variety  of  curious  appearances,  many  of  which  have  been  reprefented 
in  the  language  of  fidion  and  romance.  But  there  is  one  in  Salmon- 
fall  river  which,  not  for  its  magnitude,  but  for  its  fingularity,  deferves 
notice;  it  is  called  the  Flume,  and  is  fituated  between  the  townfhips 
of  Rochefter  and  Lebanon.  The  river  is  confined  between  two 
rocks  about  twenty-five  feet  high;  the  breadth,  at  the  top  of  the 
bank,  is  not  more  than  three  rods.  The  Flume  is  about  four  rods  ia 
length,  and  its  breadth  is  various,  not  more  in  any  part  than  two  feet 
and  a  half,  and  in  one  part  fcarcely  an  hand  breadth  ;  but  here  the 
water  has  a  fubterraneous  pailage. 

Mr.  Belknap,  who  vifited  this  place  in  1782,  obferves,  that  in  the 

flat  rock  there  are  divers  cavities  like  thofe  above  mentioned;  lome 

of  them  cylindrical,  and  others  globular ;   all  of  them  he   found  to. 

contain  a  quantity  of  fmall  liones  and  gravel,  and  in  one  of  them  v;^ 

a  large  turtle  and  feveral  frogs.     The  dimenUous  of  five  of  thcf;; 

holes  were  as  follows ; 
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The  largeft  of  thefe  cavities  is  confiderably  higher  than  where  the 
water  now  flows,  uiilefs  in  a  great  tVelhet. 

From  a  leries  of  ohfervations  made  by  James  Winthrop,  Efq.  o^ 
the  rivers  of  New-Hampfliiie  and  Vermont,  he  deduces  this  con- 
clufion,  "  that  the  defcent  of  their  rivers  is  much  lefs  than  Euro- 
pean theorifts  have  fuppofed  to  be  rjeceirary  to  give  a  current  tp 
ivater.  In  the  laft  hundred  and  fifty  miles  of  Connedlicut  river,  it 
defcends  not  more  than  two  feet  in  a  mile.  Onion  river,  for  forty- 
three  miles  from  its  mouth,  falls  four  feet  in  a  mile,  and  is  exceed- 
ingly rapki  between  the  catarafts.  We  may  reckon  the  fliore  at 
Quebec  to  be  at  the  level  of  the  fea,  and  two  hundred  miles  from 
that  part  of  lake  Champlain^  where  the  current  begins.  The  dif- 
ference of  e'evation  will  be  three  hundred  and  foi  ty-two  feet,  or 
twentv  inches  to  a  mile.  If  we  extend  our  comparifon  from  Quebec 
to  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains,  at  Wiliiamllon,  the  elevation 
will  be  one  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fixty-fix  feet,  and  the  ditcance 
about  three  hundred  and  twenty  miles  ;  which  is  five  feet  two  inches 
and  a  half  to  a  mile."* 

It  is  a  work  of  great  curiofity.  but  attended  with  much  fatigue  tn 
trace  rivers  up  to  their  foiirces,  and  obferve  the  uniting  of  fprings  and 
rivulets  to  form  thofe  ftreams  which  are  dignified  by  majeftic  names, 
and  have  been  revered  as  deities  by  favage  and  luperftitious  people. 
Rivers  originate  in  mountains,  and  find  their  way  through  the  cre- 
vices of  rocks  to  the  plains  below,  where  they  glide  through  natural 
meadows,  often  overflowing  them  with  their  frefliets,  bringing  down 
from  the  upper  grounds  a  fat  flime,  and  depofiting  it  on  the  lower, 
which  renews  and  fertihzes  the  foil,  and  renders  thefe  intervale  lands 
cxtrem.ely  valuable,  as  no  other  manure  is  needed  on  them  lor  the 
purpofes  of  agriculture. 

There  is  an  important  remark  concerning  the  rivers  of  this  part 
ofAnierica;  and  that  is,  that  they  often  change  their  courfcs,  and 
leave  their  ancient  channels  dry.  Many  places  may  be  (ecu  in  the 
wildernefs  in  this  State,  where  rivers  have  rolled  for  ages,  and  where 
floncs  are  worn  fmooth  as  on  the  fca  fliore,  which  are  now  at  a  coii- 
iiderable  difl:ance  from  the  prefent  beds  of  the  rivers.  In  io:\:c 
places  thefe  ancient  channels  are  converted  into  ponds,  which,  fi'oin 
their  curved  form,  are  cnlled  horfe-fllioe  ponds ;  in  others,  they  arc 
overgrown  with  bufhcs  and  trees.  Thefe  appearances  are  frequent 
in  the  mountainous  parts  of  the  country.    Connecticut  river,  wliich 

*  MS,  Witcr  of  J-iracs  Win;hrop,  Ef<}. 
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divides  two  States,  has  in  fome  places  changed  its  eourfe.  Manv 
acres  have  been  thus  made  in  a  few  years,  and  the  land  is  of  an  ezicei- 
ient  quality. 

There  are  'generally  two  flrata  of  intervale  lands  on  the  borders 
of  the  large  rivers,  one  is  overflowed  every  year,  the  other,  which  is> 
feveral  feet  higher,  and  further  removed  from  the  water,  is  over- 
flowed only  in  very  high  frefhets.  In  iome  places  a  third  is  found, 
but  this  is  rare.  The  banks  of  the  upper  and  lower  intervales  arc 
often  parallel  to  each  other,  and  when  vievved  from  the  oppofite  fide, 
appear  like  the  terraces  of  an  artificiaJ  garden. 

Thefe  intervale  land's  are  of  various  breadths,  according  to  the 
nearer  remote  fituation  of  the  hills.  On  Connefticut  river  they  are 
from  a  ciuarter  of  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  half  on  each  fide:  in  digging 
into  them  large  found  trunks  of  trees  are  found  at  various  depths. 
■  The  frefnets  are  not  equally  high  every  year.  IMalls  have  Iain  in 
the  riv^er  above  Amufkeag  fall  two  or  three  years,  waiting  for  a 
iufF.ciency  of  water  to  float  them  over:  they  fomctimes  fall  athwart 
the  fii'eam  and  are  broken;  fometimes,  in  a  narrow  paiThge,  they  are 
Jodged  fo  lirmly  acrofs,  as  to  be  removed  only  by  cutting  ;  and  fome- 
times they  are  fo  galled  by  the  rocks  in  their  pafTage,  as  to  leifen  their 
diameter,  and  confequently  their  value. 

Every  fpring  there  is  more  or  lefs  of  a  frefiiet,  caufed  by  tlie 
tlifiblving  of  the  fnow  in  the  woods  and  mountains  ;  if  it  be  gradual, 
as  it  alwavs  is  when  not  accelerated  by  a  heavy  rain,  no  damage  is 
done  by  the  rihng  of  the  w.Uer. 

Immenfe  quantities  of  drit't  wood  are  brought  down  by  thefe 
frefhets,  from  which  the  inhabitants  of  the  lower  towns  contiguous, 
to  the  rivers,  are  fupplied  with  fuel,  and  they  have  learned  to  be  ex- 
tremely dextrous  in  towing  oh  fhore  whole  trees  with  their  branches. 
"Bntnotwithiknding  their  adivity,  much  efcapes  them,  and  is  driven, 
out  to  fca,  and  fome  of  it  is  thrown  back  on  the  coafi. 

Saco  river  has  rifen  twenty-five  feet  in  a  great  frefiiet;  its  common 
rile  is  ten  feet.  Pemigewafiet  river  has  alio  been  known  to  rife 
twenty-five  feet.  Connefticut  river,  in  a  common  frefliet,  is  ten 
feet  higher  than  its  ufual  fummer  level:  its  greateft  elevation  does 
not  exceed  twenty  icct. 

Winijfifcogee  lake  is  the  largcft  colleclion  of  water  in  Ncw-Hamp- 
lliirc  :  it  is  twenty-two  miles  in  length  from  S.  E.  to  N.  W.  and  of 
very  unequal  breadth,  but  no  whore  more  than  eight  miles.  Some 
very  long  necks  of  land  project  into  it,  and  it  contains  feveral  ifiands, 
large  and  final!.     The  mountains   which  furround  it,   give  rife  to 

many 
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m:iny  ftre:\ms  which  flow  into  it,  and  between  it  and  the  mountains 
are  ievernl  lefTcr  ponds  which  communicate  with  it.  Conti;^uous  to 
this  lake  are  the  townfhips  of  Moultonborough  on  the  N.  W. ;  Tuf- 
tonborough  awd  VVoIfborough  on  the  N.  E.  ;  Meredith  and  Gilman- 
town  on  the  S.  W.  ;  and  a  trart  of  land  called  the  Gore,  on  the  S,  E; 
From  the  S.  E.  extremity  of  this  lake,  called  Merry-meeting  bay,  to 
the  N.  W.  part,  called  Senter-harbour,  there  is  good  navigation  in 
the  fummer,  and  generally  a  good  road  in  the  wititer ;  the  lake  is 
frozen  about  three  months,  and  many  fleighs  and  teams,  from  the 
circumjacent  towns,  crofs  it  on  the  ice. 

The  next  largeft  lake  is  Umbagog,  in  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  State  :  it  is  but  little  known,  and  no  other  furvey  has  been  made 
of  it  than  was  necefiarv  for  extending  the  divilional  line  between 
New-Hampfliire  and  Maine,  in  1789.  Next  to  this,  are  Squam, 
ki  the  townfliip  of  HolderneiTe ;  Sunnapee,  in  the  townfliips  of 
Wendel  and  Fiihersfield;  and  Great  Offapy;  in  ttie  ungianted  land 
of  the  Mafoiiian  purchafe.  Smaller  ponds  are  very  numerous, 
fcarcely  any  town  being  without  one  or  more  ;  there  is  generally  a 
current  through  them,  but  fome  have  no  vifible  outlet ;  their  waters 
are  limpid  and  fweet. 

A  remarkable  circumftance  is  mentioned  refpedling  Mafcomy  pond, 
which  lies  partly  in  Lebanon  and  partly  in  Elnfield,  and  vents  into.. 
Connecticut  river.  It  is  about  liv-e  miles  in  length  and  one  in 
breadth,  its  depth  is  from  thirty  to  forty  fathoms.  The  furroundin?" 
land  bears  evident  marks  that  the  iurface  of  this  pond  was  once  thirtv 
or  forty  feet  higher  than  its  prefent  level.  By  what  caufe  the  altera- 
tion was  made,  and  at  what  time,  is  unknown  ;  but  appearances 
indicate  a  fudden  njpture,  there  being  no  fign  of  anv  margin  between 
its  former  and  p-efent  height.  About  a  mile  dillant  froin  its  outlet, 
there  is  a  declivity  of  rocks  forty  feet  higher  than  the  Ilream  as  it 
now  runs:  by  the  fituation  of  theie  recks,  it  appears  that  they  were' 
once  a  fall  over  which  the  water  flowed;  but  it  has  now  made  for 
itfelf  a  very  deep  channel  through  Iblid  earth,  nearly  a  mile  in  length, 
where  it  feems  confined  for  futurity.* 

In  the  townfhip  of  Atkinfon,  "  in  a  large  meadow,  tliere  is  an 
ifland  containing  feven  or  eight  acres,  which  was  fornierly  loaded 
with  valuable  pine  timber,  and  other  foreft  wood.  When  the  meadow 
is  overflowed,  by  means  of  an  artificial  dam,  this  ifland  rifes  in  the 
fame  degree  as  the  water  rifes,  which  is  fometimes  fix  feet.  Near 
£hs  middle  of  this  illand  is  a  fmall  pond,  which  has  been  gradually 

kfleninij 
*   MS.  Letter  of  th^  Ho.".  Eiiiha  Payne,  Er^. 
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leflening  ever  fince  it  was  known,  and  is  now  almoft  covered  vvitii 
'Verdure.  In  this  place  a  pole  of  fifty  feet  has  difappeared  without 
finding  a  bottom :  in  the  water  of  that  porid  there  have  been  fifli 
in  plenty,  which,  when  the  liicadow  hath  been  flowed,  have  appeared 
thelT,  and  when  the  water  hath  been  drawn  off",  have  been  left  on  the 
iTleadow^  at  \i'hich  time  the  ifland  fettles  to  its  ufual  ftate."* 

In  the  town  of  Rye  there  was  formerly  a  frefh  pond,  covering 
gboul:  one  hundred  and  fifty  acres,  fituate  within  ten  or  fifteen  rods 
of  the  fea,  being  feparated  fi-om  it  by  a  bank  of  fand.  A  commu- 
nication was  opened  between  this  pond  and  the  fea,  in  the  year  1719^ 
by  which  means  the  freftl  water  was  drawn  oft",  and  the  place  is  re- 
gularly overflovred  by  the  tide,  and  yields  large  crops  of  fait  hay.-j- 

Within  this  prefcht  veaf,  lyQi,  a  canal  has  been  cut  through  the 
marflies,  which  opens  an  inland  navigation  from  Hampton,  through 
Salifbury,  into  Merrimack  river,  for  about  eight  miles.  By  this  paf- 
fage  loaded  boats  may  be  conducTred  v,ith  the  utmoft  eafe  and 
fafety. 

Another  objcff  crn  the  face  of  this  country  worthy  of  obfervation, 
is  the  aged  and  maieflic  appearance  of  the  foreft  trees,  of  which  the 
fnoft  noble  is  the  niaft  pine.  This  tree  often  grows  to  the  height 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  and  fometimes  two  hundred  feet ;  it  is 
ftraight  as  an  arrow,  and  has  no  branches  but  very  near  the  top  ;  it 
is  from  twenty  to  forty  inches  in  diameter  at  its  bafe,  and  appears 
like  a  ftately  pillar  adorned  with  a  verdant  capital  in  form  ot  a  cone, 
lnterfi)erled  among  theft;  are  the  common  foreft  trees  ot  various 
iiinds,  whofe  height  is  generally  about  fixty  or  eighty  feet.  In 
IwampSj  and  r.ear  riveis,  there  is  a  thick  growth  of  underwood,  which 
renders  travelling  difficult:  on  highland  it  is  not  fo  troubieiome  j 
and  on  dry  plains  it  is  quite  inconfiderable. 

Amidft  thefe  wild  and  rugged  icencs,  it  is  pjeafing  to  obferve  the 
luxuriiuit  iportings  of  nature :  trees  are  iecn  growing  on  a  naked 
rock  ;  their  roots  either  penetrate  feme  of  its  crevices,  or  run  over 
its'  furlace  and  flioot  into  the  ground*  When  a  tree  is  contiguous  to' 
a  fmall  rock,  its  bark  will  frequently  inclofe  and  cover  it.  Branches' 
of  diiTerrnt  trees,  but  of  the  fame  fpeciesj  fometimes  intertwine  and 
even  ingrait  themfclves  fo  as  to  grow  together  in  one.  On  fome  treeS 
are  found  large  protuberant  .warts,  capable  of  being  formed  into' 
bowls,  which  are  very  lough  and  durable.  On  rocks,  as  well  as  oil 
trees,  we  find  varieties  of  muls  ;  it  ibmclimcs  alfumes  a  grotefqu^ 

appearance^ 

*  MS.  ktt;r  of  the  Rev.  Steplicn  PcaboJy. 
f  MS.  Icticr  ot"  llcv.  Mr.  Poitcu 


OF    NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  8 1 

appearance,  hanging  in  tufts  like  long  hair  from  the  branches,  or 
inclofing  the  trunks,  or  fpreading  over  rocks  like  a  carpet,  and  ex- 
tending from  one  rock  to  another.  It  is  obferved  that  mofs  is  thickeft^ 
on  the  north  fides  of  trees.  By  this  mark  the  favages  know  their 
courfe  in  cloudy  weather,  and  many  of  our  hunters  have  learned  ot 
them  to  travel  without  a  compafs. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

There  is  a  great  variety  of  foil  in  New-Hampfliire  :  the  intervale 
lands  on  the  large  rivers  are  accounted  the  moll:  valuable,  becaufe 
they  are  overtlown  and  recruited  every  year  by  the  water  from  the 
uplands,  which  brings  down  a  fat  flime  or  fediment  of  the  confiftence 
of  foap.  Thefe  lands  produce  every  kind  of  grain  in  the  utmoft 
perfection,  but  are  not  fo  good  for  pafture  as  the  uplands  of  a 
proper  quality.  The  wide-fpreading  hills  of  a  moderate  elevation,' 
are  generally  much  efteenied  as  warm  and  rich ;  rocky  moifl;  land 
is  accounted  good  for  pafture  ;  drained  fwamps  have  a  deep  mel- 
low foil,  and  the  valleys  between  hills  are  generally  very  produftive. 

In  the  new  and  uncultivated  parts,  the  foil  is  diftinguiflied  by  the 
various  kinds  of  woods  which  grow  upon  it;  thus:  white  oak  land 
is  hard  and  ftony,  the  undergrowth  confiiting  of  brakes  and  fern; 
this  kind  of  foil  will  not  bear  grafs  till  it  has  been  ploughed  and  hoed  ; 
but  it  is  good  for  Indian  corn,  and  rauft  be  fubdued  by  planting  be- 
fore it  c:;n  be  converted  into  mowing  or  paiiure.  The  fame  may  be 
faid  of  chcfnut  land. 

Pitch  pine  land  is  dry  and  fandy ;  it  will  bear  corn  and  rye  with 
ploughing,  but  is  foon  worn  out,  and  needs  to  lie  fallow  two  or  three 
years  to  recruit. 

White  pine  land  is  alfo  light  and  dry,  but  has  a  deeper  foil,  and  iiS 
of  courfe  better,-  both  thefe  kinds  of  land  bear  brakes  and  fern;  and 
wherever  thefe  grow  in  large  quantities,  it  is  an  indication  that 
ploughing  is  neceffary  to  prepare  the  land  for  grafs. 

Spruce  and  hemlock,  in  the  eaflern  parts  of  the  State,  denote  a 
thin,  cold'foi!,  v/hich,  after  much  labour  in  the  clearing,  will,  indeed, 
bear  grafs  without  ploughing,  but  tb.e  crops  are  fmall,  and  there  is  a 
natural  tough  fward,  commonly  called  a  rug,  which  mud  either  rot 
or  be  burned  before  any  cultivation  can  be  made.  But  in  the  weflera 
parts,  the  fpruce  and  hemlock,  with  a  mix:ure  of  birch,  denote  a 
moifl  foil,  v.-hich  is  excellent  for  grafs. 

Vol.  II.  ivi  When 
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When  the  white  pine  and  the  oil-nut  are  found  in  the  fame  laitcf, 
it  is  commonly  a  deep  moilt  loam,  and  is  accounted  ver)'  rich  and 
profitable. 

Beech  and  raaple  land  is  generally  efteemcd  the  mofl  eafy  and  ad- 
vantageous for  eultivation,  as  it  is  a  warn^,  rich,  loamy  foil,  which 
eafily  takes  grafs,  corn,  and  grain  without  ploughing ;  and  not  only 
bears  good  crops  the  firft  year^  but  turns  immediately  to  mowing  and 
pafture ;  that  foil  which  is  deepefl  and  of  the  darkeft  colour,  is 
efteemed  tl>€  belh 

Black  and  yellow  birch,  white  afii,  elm,  and  alder,  are  indications 
of  good  foil,  deep,  rich,  and  moift,  which  will  admit  grafs  and  grain 
without  ploughing. 

Red  oak  and  white  birch  are  figns  of  Itrong  land,  and  generally 
the  llrength  c^f  land  is  judged  of  by  the  largenefs  of  the  trees  which 
it  produces. 

There  are  evident  figns  of  a  change  in  the  growth  on  the  fam< 
foil  in  a  courfe  of  time,  for  which  no  caufes  can  be  affigned.  In 
fame  places,  the  old  {landing  trees,  and  the  fallen  decayed  trees,  ap- 
pear to  be  the  iame,  whilft  the  moft  thriving  trees  are  of  a  different 
kind  :  far  infi:ance,  the  old  growth  in  fome  places  is  red  oak,  or 
white  afli,  whilft  th?  other  trees  are  beech  and  maple,  without  any 
young  oak  or  afli  among  them.  It  is  probable  that  the  growth  is 
thus  changed  in  many  places ;  the  only  conclulion  which  can  be 
drawn  from  this  circumllance,  is,  that  the  fame  foil  is  capable  of 
bcaiing  divers  kinds  o-f  trees;  but  ftiU  there  is  a  difference  fuificient 
to  denominate  the  foil  from  the  gi'outh. 

Several  ways  of  raifing  a  crop  on  new  land  have  been  praftifed. 
The  eafieft  and  chcapclt  method  was  originally  learned  of  the  Indians^ 
who  never  looked  very  far  forward  in  their  improvements.  The 
method  is  that  of  girdling  the  trees  ;  which  is  done  by  making  a  cir- 
cular iiicifioa  through  the  bark,  and  leaving  them  to  die  landing. — 
This  operation  is  performed  in  the  fummer,  and  the  grouml  is  fowed 
in  Augull  with  winter-rye,  intermixed  with  grafs ;  the  next  year 
the  trees  do  not  put  forth  baves,  and  the  land  having  yielded  a  crop» 
becomes  fit  for  paflure.  This  method  helps  poor  fettlcrs  a  little 
the  firfl  year  ;  but  the  inconvenience  of  it  is,  that  if  the  trees  are  left 
ilanding,  they  arc  continually  breaking  and  falling  with  the  wind, 
which  endangers  the  lives  of  cattle  ;  and  the  ground  being  conftanily 
encumbered  by  the  falling  trees,  is  Ids  fit  for  mowing ;  fo  that  if  the- 

labour 
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labour  be  not  effeftually  done  at  once,  it  muft  be  done  in  a  fucceffion 
of  time. 

In  the  intervale  land  on  Conne<3icut  river,  wheat  often  yieida 
forty,  and  fometimes  fifty  bufhels  to  the  acre  ;  but  in  common  np- 
jand,  if  it  produce  twenty  bufliels,  it  is  reckoned  profitable,  though 
it  often  falls  fhort  of  that.  Indian  corn  \vill  lometimes  avcjage  tliirty 
or  forty,  but  it  is  to  be  obferved  tlvat  this  lacter  grain  docs  not  pro- 
duce fo  largely,  nor  is  the  g;;ain  fo  heavy  on  new  as  on  the  old  lands 
well  cultivated.  This,  however,  is  ov/ing  much  to  the  latenefs  of 
the  feafoH  in  which  it  is  planted  ;  if  planted  as  early  on  the  newly 
burnt  land  as  on  the  old,  it  will  be  nearly  as  good.  Of  all  grains, 
winter  rye  thrives  bell  on  new  lands,  and  Indian  corn  or  barley  on  the 
old.  Barley  does  not  fuccecd  well  in  the  new  land,  nor  is  flax  raifed 
with  any  advantage,  until  the  land  has  been  cultivated  for  fome 
years.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  oats  and  peas,  but  all  kinds  ol 
efculent  roots  are  much  larger  and  fweeter  in  the  virgin  foil  than  in 
any  other. 

The  mode  of  clearing  and  cultivating  new  lands  has  been  much 
improved  within  the  laft  thirty  years.  Forty  years  ago  it  was 
thought  impoffibl*  to  raife  Indian  corn  without  the  plough  and  the 
hoe.  The  mode  of  planting  it  among  the  burnt  logs,  was  prafti- 
fed  with  great  fuccefs  at  Gilmantown,  about  the  year  1762,  and  this 
eafy  method  of  cultivating  foon  became  univerfal  in  the  new  planta- 
tions. It  is  now  accounted  more  profitable  for  a  young  man  to  go 
iipon  new,  than  to  remain  on  the  old  lands.  In  the  early  part  of 
life,  eveiy  dav's  labour  employed  in  fubduing  the  wildernefs,  lays 
a  foundation  for  future  profit :  befides  the  mode  of  fubduing  ne\r 
land,  there  has  been  no  improvement  made  in  the  art  of  huibandry. 
The  feafon  of  vegetation  is  fhort,  and  is  almoil  wholly  employed 
in  preparing,  planting,  and  tilling  the  land,  in  cutting  and  houfing 
fodder,  and  gathering  in  the  crops.  Thefe  labours  fucceed  invariably, 
and  mufl  be  attended  to  in  their  proper  feafon  ;  fo  that  little  time 
can  be  fpared  for  experiments,  if  the  people  in  general  were  difpo- 
fed  to  make  them.  Indeed,  fo  fudden  is  the  fucceffion  of  labours, 
that  upon  any  irregularity  in  the  weather,  they  run  into  one  another, 
and,  if  help  be  fcarce,  one  cannot  be  completed  before  the  other 
fuffers  for  want  of  being  done.  Thus  hay  is  often  fpoiled  for  want 
of  being  cut  in  feafon,  when  the  harveft  is  plentiful.  It  is  partly 
from  this  caufe,  partly  from  the  ideas  of  equality  with 
which  the  minds  of  hulbandmen  are  early   imprefled,    and  partly 
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frcm  a  want  of  education,  that  no  fpirit  of  improvement  is  (ccn 
among  them,  but  every  one  purfues  the  bufmefs  of  fowing,  plant- 
ing, mowing,  and  raifing  cattle,  with  unremitting  labour  and  unde- 
viating  uniformity. 

Very  little  ufc  is  made  of  any  manure  except  barn  dung,  tliouglx 
marl  may  be  had  in  many  places,  with  or  without  digging.  The 
mixing  of  difierent  ftrata  is  never  attended  to,  though  nature 
often  gives  the  hint  by  the  rain  bringing  down  fand  from  a  hill 
on  a  clay  bottom,  and  the  grafs  growing  there  in  greater  beauty 
and  luxuriance  than  elfewhcre.  Dung  is  feldom  luffered  to  re- 
main in  heap  over  the  fummer,  but  is  taken  every  fpring  from  the 
barn,  and  either  fpread  over  the  field  and  ploughed  in,  or  laid  in 
heaps,  and  put  into  the  holes  where  corn  and  potatoes  are  planted. 

Gardens  in  the  country  towns  are  chiefly  left  to  the  management 
of  women,  the  men  contenting  themfelves  with   fencing  and  dig- 
ging them  ;  and  it  muft  be  faid,  to  the  honour  of  the  female  fex, 
.that  the  fcanty  portion  of  earth  committed  to  their  care,  is  often  made 
productive  of  no  fmall  benefit  to  their  families. 

As  the  firft  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfiiire  came  chiefly  from  the 
fouth-vveftern  counties  of  England,  where  cyder  and  perry  were  made 
in  great  quantities,  they  took  care  to  ftock  their  plantations  with 
apple  trees  and  pear  trees,  which  throve  well,  and  grew  to  a  great 
fize.  The  firft  growth  is  now  decayed  or  periflied,  but  a  fucceffion 
has  been  preferved,  and  no  good  hulbandman  thinks  his  farm  com- 
plete without  an  orchard.  Ferry  is  ftill  made  in  the  old  towns,  bor- 
dering on  Pafcataqua  river,  but  in  the  interior  country  the  apple  tree 
is  chiefly  cultivated.  In  many  of  the  townfliips  which  have  been 
fettled  fince  the  conqueft  of  Canada,  young  orchards  bear  well,  and 
cyder  is  yearly  becoming  more  plentiful. 

Other  fruits  are  not  much  cultivated ;  but  from  the  fpecimens 
which  fonie  gardens  produce,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  cherry, 
the  mulberry,  the  plum,  and  the  quince,  might  be  multiplied  to  any 
degree.  Tiic  peacii  does  not  thrive  well,  the  trees  being  very  fliort- 
lived.  The  apricot  is  fcarcely  known.  The  white  and  red  currant 
grow  luxuriantly,  if  properly  fituated  and  cultivated.  The  barberry, 
though  an  exotic,  is  thoroughly  naturalised,  and  grows  fpontaneoully 
in  liedges  or  paflurcs. 

It  has  often  been  in  this  State  a  fubjca  of  complaint,  that  grain, 
flax  and  efcnlcnt  vegetables,  degenerate.  This  may  be  aieribed  to 
(he  feed  not  being  changed,  but  fown  fucceflively  on  the  lame  foil. 

Of 
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I 
or  in  the  fame  neighbourhood,  for  too  long  a  time.     "  The  Siberian 

wheat  for  feveral  years  prockiccd  good  crops  ;  bnt  becoming  at 
length  naturalized  to  the  climate,  it  fliared  the  fate  of  the  common 
kind  of  wheat,  and  difappointed  the  expcftations  of  the  farmer. 
Were  the  feed  renewed  every  five  or  fix  years,  by  importations  front 
Siberia,  it  might  be  cultivated  to  advantage."  Jt  muft  be  ob- 
•ferved,  that  the  Siberian  wheat  which  was  fown  in  New-Hampfliire, 
about  twelve  years  ago,  was  carried  from  England,  where  it  had 
been  fown  for  feveral  preceding  years.  Whether  an  intermediate 
flage  is  favourable  to  the  tranfplantation  ot  feed  from  north  to 
fouth,  and  the  fuccefs  of  its  cultivation,  may  be  worthy  of  inquiry. 
With  refpe(5t  to  plants,  which  require'the  whole  feal'on  to  grow  in,  it 
is  obfcrved,  that  "  the  removal  of  them  from  fouth  to  north,  ought 
to  be  by  fhort  ftages  ;  in  which  cafe  they  accommodate  themfelves 
by  infenfible  degrees  to  the  tfe^nperature  and  length  of  the  vegcta» 
ting  term,  and  frequently  acquire  as  good  a  degree  of  perfeftion  in 
foreign  climes  as  in  their  native  foil.  Such  are  the  refources  of  na- 
ture !" 

Agriculture  is,  and  always  will  be,  the  chief  bufmefs  of  the  people 
of  New-Hampfliire,  if  they  attend  to  their  true  intereft.  Every  tree 
which  is  cut  down  in  the  foreil,  opens  to  the  fun  a  new  fpot  of  earth, 
which,  with  cultivation,  will  produce  food  for  man  and  bead.  It  is 
impoffihle  to  conceive  what  quantities  may  be  produced  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  poultry,  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  barley,  pulfe,  butter  and 
cheefe,  articles  which  will  always  find  a  market.  Flax  and  hemp 
may  alfobe  cultivated  to  great  advantage,  efpeciaily  on  the  intervale 
lands  of  the  large  rivers.  The  barley  of  New-England  is  much  ef- 
teemed  in  the  middle  States,  and  the  demand  for  it  is  fo  great,  as  to 
encourage  its  cultivation  ;  it  is,  belides,  a  kind  of  grain  which  is  not 
liable  to  blait.  Hops  will  grow  on  alraoft  any  foil,  and  the  labour 
attending  them  is  fo  inconfiderable,  that  there  can  be  no  excufe  for 
negledting  the  univerfal  cultivation  of  them.  The  confumption  of 
them,  and  confequently  the  demand  for  them  as  an  article  of  com- 
merce, is  continually  increaling. 

The  firfl  neat  cattle  imported  from  Europe  into  New-Hampfliire, 
were  lent  by  Captain  John  Mafon  and  his  alfociates,  about  the  year 
1633,  to  flock  their  plantations,  and  to  be  employed  in  drawing  lum- 
ber. Thefe  cattle  were  of  a  large  breed,  and  a  yellow  colour,  procu- 
red from  Denmark.    Whilll  the  bulijtefs  of  getting  lumber  was  the 

chief 


86  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

chief  employment  of  the  people,  the  breeding  of  large  cattle  was  more 
attended  to  than  it  is  now.  Calves  were  allowed  to  fun  with  the 
cows,  and  fuck  at  their  pleafure.  Men  were  anibitious  to  be  diflin- 
guiflied  by  the  fize  and  ftrength  of  their  oxen.  Bets  were  frequently 
laid  on  the  exertions  of  their  ftrength,  and  the  prize  was  contended  for 
as  earneilly  as  the  laurel  at  the  Olympic  games.  This  ardour  is  not  yet 
wholly  extinguiflied  in  fome  places;  but  as  hufbandry  hath  gained 
ground,  lefs  attention  is  paid  ta  the  ftrength,  and  more  to  the  fatnefs 
of  cattle  for  the  market,  and  calves  are  deprived  of  part  of  their  na- 
tural food,  for  the  advantage  of  making  butter  and  cheefe. 

As  the  country  becomes  mora  and  more  cleared,  paflure  for 
cattle  increafes,  and  the  number  is  continually  multiplied.  From 
the  upper  parts  ofNew-Hampfliire,  great  herds  of  fat  cattle  are  driven 
to  the  Bofton  market,  whence  the  beef  is  exported  freili  to  Xova- 
Scotia,  and  faked  to  the  Weft  and  EaK-Indies. 

At  what  time  and  by  whom  the  horfe  was  firfr  imported,  does  nob 
appear.  No  particular  care  is  taken  by  the  people  in  general  to  im- 
prove the  breed  of  this  majcftic  and  ufeful  animal,  and  bring  it  to 
that  perfection  of  which  it  is  capable.  The  raifing  of  colts  is 
rot  accounted  a  profitable  part  of  hulbandry,  as  the  horfe  is  but 
little  ufed  for  draught,  and  his  flefli  is  of  no  value.  The  proportion 
of  horfes  to  neat  cattle  is  not  more  than  one  to  twenty.  Few  live 
and  die  on  the  plantations  where  they  are  bred  ;  fome  are  exported  to 
the  Weft-India  iflands,  but  the  moft  are  continually  fliifted  from  one 
owner  to  another,  by  means  of  a  fct  of  contemptible  wretches  called 
horfe-jockies. 

AiTcs  have  been  lately  introduced  into  the  country.  The  raifing 
of  mules  deferves  encouiagement,  as  the  exportation  of  them  to  the 
V/eft-Indics  is  more  profitable  than  that  of  horfc-s,  and  they  m.ay  be 
iilfd  to  advantage  in  travelling  or  carrying  burthens  in  the  rough 
and  mountainous  parts  of  tlic  vviWcrnefs. 

Sheep,  goats,  and  fwinc,  were  at  firfl  fent  over  from  England,  by 
the  ailociates  of  Laconia.  Sheep  have  greatly  multiplied,  and  arc  ac- 
counted the  moft  profitable  ftock  which  can  be  raifed  on  a  farm.  The 
breed  might  be  renewed  and  improved  by  importing  from  Barbary, 
the  nuiiflon,  which  is  faid  to  be  the  parent  ftock  of  the  European, 
and  confequently  of  the  American  flieep.  Goats  are  not  much  pro- 
pagated, chiefly  becaufe  it  is  difficult  to  confine  them  in  paftures. 
Switie  are  very  prolific,  and  fcarccly  a  family  is  without  them.     Du- 
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ring  the  fummer,  they  are  either  fed  on  the  xvafte  of  the  dairy  and 
kitchen,  or  ringed  and  turned  into  fields  of  clover,  or  permitted  ti> 
run  at  large  in  the  woods,  where  they  pick  up  nuts  and  acorns,  or 
grub  the  roots  of  fern  ;  but  after  harveft  they  are  fliut  up,  and  fatted 
on  Indian  corn.  The  pork  of  New-England  is  not  inferior  to  any  in 
the  world. 

Domeftic  poultry  of  all  kinds  are  raifcd  in  great  plenty  and  per- 
fection in  New-Hampfliire.  In  fome  of  the  lower  tov\ns  they  have 
a  large  breed  of  dunghill  fowls,  which  were  exported  from  England 
about  twenty  years  pad ;  but  this  breed  is  permitted  to  mix  with 
the  common  fort,  by  which  means  it  will,  in  time,  degenerate.  The 
ock  of  all  domeftic  animals  ought  frequently  to  be  changed,  if  it  is 
the  wifli  to  prcfcrve  them  uniiiij)aired,  or  reftore  them  to  their  ori- 
ginal pcfeL^ion. 

CAVERNS,    STOxNES,   FOSSILS,   AND  MINERALS. 

Among  the  many  rocky  mountains  and  precipices,  fome  openings 
appear,  which  are  generally  fuppofed  to  be  the  haunts  of  bears  and 
rattle-fnakes,  and  are  rather  objects  of  dread  than  of  curiofity.  A  par- 
ticular defcription  of  one  of  thefe  caverns  in  the  townfliipof  Chefter, 
by  Peter  French,  an  ingenious  young  gentleman,  dcceafed,  iliali  be 
given  in  his  own  v.ords. 

*'  At  about  five  miles  diilance  from  Chefler  meeting-houfe,  and 
veiy  near  the  road  leading  to  Concord,  is  an  eminence  called  Rattle- 
fnake  Hill.  Its  bafe  is  nearly  circular,  and  about  half  a  mile  in 
diameter.  It  is  very  rugged,  efpecially  on  the  fouthern  fide,  where- 
k  is  almoft  perpendicular,  and  its  fummit  frowns  tremendous,  about 
four  hundred  feet  .high.  In  this  fide,  at  the  height  of  ten  yards,  is 
an  aperture  in  the  rocks,  of  about  five  fcQt  high,  and  twenty  inches 
broad,  v,liich  is  the  entrance  to  what  is  called  the  Devil's  Den,  cor,* 
cerning  which,  many  frightful  ftories  are  told,  to  incrcafe  the  ter^ 
rors  of  the  evening,  among  the  children  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages ;  and,  indeed,  I  have  obferved  the  eyes  of  men  alFume  a  pecu- 
liar brightnefs,  while  recounting  the  imaginary  dangers  which  they 
had  there  fortunately  efcaped. 

*'  This  entrance  is  about  fix  feet  long,  it  then  cOntrafts  its  height 
to  two  feet  and  a  half,  and  difplays  its  breadth  horizontally  on 
the  right,  fifteen  feet,  where  it  is  irregularly  loft  among  the  contigu- 
ous rock$>    This  form  of  the  cavity  continue*  about  tea  feet,  when 
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it  fadclenly  becomes  about  eight  feet  high,  and  three  wide,  thd 
fides  nearly  perpendicular,  contniuing  thus  about  nine  feet.  In  the 
midway  of  which,  on  tat  fame  plane,  and  nearly  at  right  angles 
on  the  left,  is  an  aperture  of  five  feet  high  and  four  wide,  which  con- 
tinues ten  or  twelve  feet,  where  it  is  loft  irregularly  among  the 
rocks.  Oppofite  to  this,  on  the  right,  lies  a  fpacious  chamber,  paral-* 
lei  to  the  faid  plane,  elevated  about  four  feet,  fifteen  or  twenty  feet 
fcjuare,  and  about  three  feet  high,  iioored  and  ceiled  by  a  regular 
rock,  from  the  upper  part  of  which  are  dependent  many  ex- 
crefctnces,  nearly  in  the  form  of  a  pear,  fome  of  which  are  more  than 
an  inch  long;  but  there  is  a  much  grester  number  of  every  poffible 
inferior  dze  ;  thefe  are  eafily  feparable  from  the  rock,  and  feveral 
of  them  are  depofited  in  the  mufeum  at  Cambridge,  where  they 
are  fliewn  for  petrified  water.  Their  colour  and  confidence  are- 
thofe  of  a  common  ftone,  but  when  approached  in  the  cave  with 
a  flambeaux,  they  throw  about  a  fparkling  luure  of  almofl  every  hue. 
This  apjiearance  is  caufed  by  a  large  drop  of  water,  which  hangs 
about  the  end  of  each,  and  when  the  echo  of  its  fall  has  reverberated 
round  the  vault,  another  begins  to  kindle  in  fucceflion. 

"  At  the  end  of  the  above  mentioned  nine  feet  is  a  perpendicular 
defcent  of  about  four  feet;  where  the  pafi^age  becoming  not  more 
than  eighteen  inches  wide,  but  at  lead  fifteen  feet  high,  and  ftill 
nearly  perpendicular,  bends  gently  to  the  right  in  an  arch  of  a  very 
brge  circle,  for  about  thirty  feet,  where  eight  or  nine  feet  of  the 
height  falls  into  breadth,  and  all  in  feven  or  eight  feet  more  is  loil 
among  the  rocks,  in  inconfiderable  chinks. 

"  The  general  direftionof  this  cave  is  nearly  north,  and  upon  an 
afcent  of  about  three  degrees.  The  cavity  is  terminated  by  rock.-* 
on  all  fides,  fave  that  the  above-mentioned  thirty  feet  has  a  gra- 
velly bottom,  at  the  farther  end  of  which  rifes  afmall  rivulet* 
flrongly  impregnated  with  fuli)hur.  This  rivulet  increafes  imper- 
ceptibly in  its  delcent  along  the  thirty  feet ;  when  it  falls  fuddenly 
into  atranfverfe  chink,  about  three  inches  wide,  which  receives  it 
perpendicularly  about  ten  feet,  when  the  little  fubterraneous  calcadc 
is  intercepted  by  fome  thin  lip  of  a  rock,  and  thrown  about  in  quite 
a  merry  ftrain  foi-  fuch  a  folitary  manfion. 

"  The  rocks  which  wall  this  narrow  paflage,  are  cafcd  with  a  fiicU 
of  a  redJuh  colour,  about  half  an  inch  thick,  which  is  eafily  fepa- 
rable from  tlie  luck,  in  iUkcs  as  large  as  a  man's  hand.    Thefe 
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■fiakes  emit  ailroag  fcent  of  iulphur,  when  thrown  into  the  tire  ;  r.r.d 
this  ciroiiinflance  has  given  riie  to  a  conjeftnrc  that  fubterraneoiis  fires 
have  formerly  raged  hefe  ;  biit  whatever  Truth  there  may  be  intliis 
opinion,  the  cave  is  now  exceedingly  C(jld,  and  a  more  glo(  ir.y  litua- 
tion  is  Scarcely  ima;jinablc." 

In  the  town  of  Durham  there  is  a  rock,  which  is  compiKCi.!  to 
weigh  fixty  or  fevenry  tons.  It  lies  fo  exaclly  poifed  on  nnot'j'.-f 
rock,  as  to  be  eaiily  moved  by  one  finger.  It  is  on  the  top  of  a  hiJL, 
and  its  fituation  appears  to  bj  natural.  Many  other  fingular  ap- 
pearances am.ong  the  rocks  and  mountains  attract  the  attcntioji  of  t!;e 
tAiriou3,  and  ferve  us  objefts  of  amazement  to  the  mlinfurmeii. 

Of  the  different  kinds  of  eartlis  and  clays  which  are  found  in 
New-Hampflurc,  it  uould  be  endlcfs  to  give  an  acco'ant.  The 
towns  of  Exeter,  Newmarket,  Durham  and  Dover,  abound  itl 
clays.  The  fame  may  be  faid  of  feveral  towns  on  Connecticut  river. 
In  many  of  the  new  toVi-nfliips,  clay  doei  not  appear  till  after  the 
earth  has  been  opsn-ed  and  cultivated.  Maries,  though  found  in 
great  plenty  in  fiome  places,  are  feldom  ufcd  :  imn^.enfe  trcafurcs  of 
this  precious  manure  will  be  rckrved  for  future  gciicratioiis. 

Red  and  yellow  ochres  are  found  in  Somnierfworth,  Chefcer- 
field,  Rindge  and  Jaffrey.  It  is  obfcrvabie  that  in  fevefal  places,  a 
ftratum  of  ycilovv  is  found  under  one  of  red  och;-e,  without  any  in- 
tervening lubilance  :  thefe  have  been  purified  and  ufjd  with  hiceefs 
in  painting. 

At  Orford,  on  Conneiflicut  river,  is  l*o;nid  the  fonp-rock,  F.tc.^f'.'s'. 
It  has  the  nr.Mpcrty  of  fuller's  earth  in  cleanfing  cloths  ;  it  is  of  a  co:;- 
fiftence  between  earth  and  Itone  ;  it  miy  be  fiwn  or  cut  with  carpen- 
ter's tools  into  any  form  whatever.  To  de'cr:nine  it;  opacity  of  en- 
during hear,  Mr.  Belknap  caiefully  mcafured  and  weii,!  ed  a  piece 
of  it ;  and  having  kept  it  tor  one  hour  in  a  glowing  fire  of  coal;-, 
and  cooled  it  gradually,  be  fcvnd  it;  fize  was  not  in  the  leail  dimi- 
nifhed  ;  it  loil:  a  fixty-fifth  part  of  its  weight;  it  was  evidently  cracked, 
and  was  eafily  broken  by  tiie  hand  ;  it  was  equally  fofc  as  before, 
and  as  capable  of  being  cut  or  iLraped  ;  its  col.-.ur  was  changed  froin 
a  light  grey  to  a  micaceous  yellow.  The  piece  on  which  tliis  experi- 
ment was  made,  weighed  between  feven  and  eight  ounce'. 

In  Various  parts  of  the  coui  try  is  fovind  th.at  tranfjjarent  fuhllanra 
which  is  Comtnonly  called  iliiig'gla.'s,  f  a/>!s  ffculmis.  It  is  a 
fpecies  of  talc,  and  is  foui.d  adhering  to  rocks  of  v/hiie  or  yellow 
quartz^    and  lying  in  ln.m-n^^    like  llieets  of   p:4  er ;    .moft   of   it 
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is  white,  fbmc  is  yellow,  and  fome  has  a  purple  hue.  The  largcil: 
leaves  of  this  curious  fubftance  are  found  in  a  mountain,  in  the 
townfliip  of  Grafton,  about  tvcnty  miles  eaftward  of  Dartmouth 
college.  It  was  firft  difcovered  in  the  following  m.anner :  a  hur?- 
ter  took  (lielter  for  the  night  in  a  cavern  of  the  mountain,  and  in  the 
morning  found  himfelf  furrounded  with  this  tranfparcnt  fub- 
llance ;  a  large  leaf  of  which  he  faftened  to  the  branch  of  a  tree 
near  the  cave,  as  a  mark  by  which  he  might  again  find  the  place. 
This  happened  during  the  late  war,  when  window-glafs  could  not 
be  imported.  The  fcarcify  of  that  convenient  article  brought  the 
talc  into  repute.  Many  perions  employed  their  time  in  blowing 
the  rocks,  fepirating  the  lamina;,  cutting  them  into  fcjuarcs,  and 
vending  them  about  the  country.  This  fubftance  is  particularly 
■Valuable  for  the  windows  of  fliips,  as  it  is  not  brittle,  butelaftic,  and 
will  Hand  the  explofion  of  cannon.  It  is  alfo  ufed  to  cover  miniature 
paintings,  and  to  preferve  minute  cbjefl:?  for  the  microfcope.  The 
difadvantage  of  it  for  windows  is,  that  it  contrafts  duit,  and  is  not 
e.ifily  cleaned ;  but  for  lanterns  it  is  preferable  to  glafs. 

Chryftals  and  chryflalline  fpars  have  been  found  at  Northwood, 
Kindgc  and  Conway.  They  are  of  various  fizes,  generally  hexago- 
nal, and  terminating  in  a  point.  The  largelt  which  has  fallen  under 
our  knowledge  Vv-as  found  at  Conway  ;  if  u'as  fix  inches  in  length, 
eight  in  circumference,  and  weighed  thirty-two  ounces,  but  it  vva* 
not  throughout  pellucid. 

Allum  ore  has  been  found  at  Barrington,  Orford  and  Jaffrey 
Vitiiolat  Jaffrey,  Brentwood  and  Rindge  :  it  is  generally  combined  in- 
tlie  fame  flone  withfulphur.  Thofe  flones  which  hive  been  fcen  am 
ihelly,  and  the  vitriol  exu.les  at  the  fiiiures.  Mr.  Belknap  has  out; 
which  has  been  kcj)t  pcrfedly  dry  for  above  twelve  years,  and  it 
produces  the  white  efliorefcence  as  plentifully  as  ever.  It  was 
taken  from  Lebanon  in  the  county  of  York,  where  there  was  an 
jmmenfe  quantity, 

Free-ftonc  h:\-  been  difcovered  at  Hanover  and  Picrmotit.  At  Or- 
ford are  many  fiatc  rocks,  and  a  grey  ftone,  which  may  be  wiought 
to  great  pcrfci'Tion,  either  for  building  or  for  mill-flones  j  it  is  faid  to 
be  nearly  equal  to  the  im])ortcd  burr  Itones,  and  is  in  gCeat  de- 
mand. 

Iron  ore  is  found  in  mary  })laccs,  moil:  commonly  in  fwamps* 
it  generally  diicovers  itfc'f  by  the  colour  and  talle  of  the  water, 
which  runs  througlv  \t  ^  and  there  arc  .many  Ipriugs  in  ahuoft  every 
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^p:\rt  of  the  country  which  are  impregnated  in  different  degrees 
with  it.  Bhck  lead,  phvuha^^o,  is  found  in  large  quantities  about 
the  grand  IMonadnock,  in  the  townHiip  of  Jaifrey.  -In  the  f;;me 
jielghboiirhood,  foine  fmall  fpeciniens  of  copper  and  lead  liave 
been  feen,  There  is  alfo  an  apptarance  of  copper  in  fome  rocks 
at  Orford  ;  but  \\o  metal  except  iron,  has  been  wrought  to  any  ad- 
vantage. 

Foffil  (hells  have  been  found  near  Lamprey  river  In  Newmarket, 
nt  the  depih  of  feventeen  feet,  and  in  inch  a  fitution  as  that  the  bed 
of  the  river  could  never  have  been  there.  The  fliells  were  of 
oyfters,  niufcles  and  clams,  intermixed.  Clam  flrells  have  alfo 
been  difcovered  at  the  depth  of  twenty  feet,  in  the  neighbourhood 
of  Dartmouth  college. 

Foffil  trees  are  fometimes  found  in  the  intervale  lands,  adjoining 
the  great  rivers. 

INIineralogy  is  a  branch  of  fcicnce  which  is  but  little  cultivated. 
Men  of  genius  and  fcience  have  not  yet  had  leifure  to  purfue  objects 
from  v.hich  prefent  advantages  cannot  be  drawn.  The  difappointnients 
which  have  attended  fome  expenfive  attempts  ;  the  air  of  myflery 
thrown  over  the  fubjeft  by  ignorant  pretenders  ;  and  the  facility 
with  which  every  mineral  may  be  imported  from  abroad,  have  like- 
wife  difcouraged  inquiries.  But  from  the  fpecimens  which  have  ap- 
peared, there  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  exiftence  of  mineral  and  fof- 
fd  treafures,  in  the  fearch  of  which,  future  generations  will  find  em- 
ployment. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

"  This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Rockingham,  Straf- 
ford, Cbcfliire,  Hillfborough  and  Grafton ;  thefe  arc  fub-dividcd 
into  one  hundred  and  niiietv-three  townfliips,  and  thirteen  locations, 
moft  of  which  are  about  hx  miles  kpiare.  In  all  thefe  townfliips 
a  fliare  iias  been  referved  eqiial  to  that  of  any  other  grantee  for 
the  firfl  fettled  minifler,  as  his  own  right,  beiides  the  paiionage  lot. 
This  has  proved  a  great  encouragement  to  the  Icttlcment  of  mmifters 
in  the  new  towns ;  and  where  the  choice  has  been  pruclenr,  many 
advantages  have  been  derived  from  it. 

The  chief  towns  in  this  State  are  rorlfinonth,  Exe'cr  and  Con- 
cord, in  Rockingham  county;  Dover  and  Durh.am,  in  S rra ifo rd  ; 
Keen  and  Charlefton,  in  Chefhlre  j  Amhcrft,  in  Hillfborough  ;  and 
Haverhall  and  riymouth,  in  Grafton. 
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rORTSMOUTH. 

This  is  the  largefl:  town  in  the  State,  its  longitude  is  70°  40'  frona 
the  obfcrvatory  at  Greenwich  ;  it  is  about  two  miles  from  the  fea,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  Paicataqua  river  ;  it  contains  about  fix  hundred  and 
forty  dwelling  houfes,  and  nearly  as  many  other  buildings,  bcfides 
thofc  for  pxiblic  ufes,  which  are  three  congregational  churches,  ons 
epifcopal,  and  one  univeifiHft  ;  a  flate  houfe,  market  houfe,  four 
fjhool  houfes,  and  a  work  honfe. 

Its  harbour  is  one  of  the  fiaeOion  the  continent,  having  a  fufficien' 
depth  of  water  for  veiTeh  of  any  burthen.  It  is  defended  againli 
flocms  by  the  adjacent  land,  in  fuch  a  manner,  as  that  lliips  may 
fecurely  ride  there  in  any  feafon  of  the  year.  -Befides,  the  harbour 
is  fo  well  fortified  by  nature,  tl^at  very  little  art  will  be  neceflary  to 
render  it  impregnable.  Its  vicinity  to  the  fea  renders  it  very  conve- 
nient for  naval  trade.  A  liglit  houfe,  with  a  fingle  light,  ilands  ac 
the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  Ships  of  war  have  been  built  here  ; 
among  others,  the  America,  of  feventy-four  guns,  launched  No- 
vember, 1782,  and  prefented  to  the  King  of  France  by  the  Congrefs 
of  the  United  States. 

EXETER. 

Exeter  is  fifteen  miles  S.  W,  from  Portfmouth,  fituated  at  the  head 
of  the  Pxavigation  upon  Swamfcot,  or  Exeter  river.  The  tide  rifes 
here  eleven  feet;  it  is  well  fituated  for  a  matiufacturing  town,  and  1  as 
a' ready  a  duck  manufacfory,  in  its  infancy — fix  favv  nulls,  a  fullmg 
mill,  flitting  mill,  paper  mill,  fnuffmill,  two  chocolate  and  ten  gr ill 
iriil!?,  iron  works,  and  a  printing  office.  The  public  buildings  are 
two  congregational  churches,  an  academy,  a  new  and  handfoxr.e 
court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  The  public  offices  of  State  are  kept  here.- 
Foi  merly  this  town  was  famous  for  fliip  building,  but  this  bufinefs 
h:is  not  fi(juriihcd  tincc  it:  interruption  by  the  war. 

C0??C>.RD. 

This  is  a  plcafant,  fiouriihing,  inland  tov/n,  fituated  on  the  weft 
bank  of  Merrimack  river,  fifty-four  miles  W.  N.  W.  from  Foftt 
mouth.  The  general  court,  of  lite,  have  commonly  held  their  fel- 
fions  here  ;  and  fn-m  its  centr  il  fituation,  and  a  thriving  back 
country,  it  v.'iH '  probably  fooii  become  the  permanent  feat  of  go- 
vci'un.ent.  Much  of  tlie  trade  of  the  upper  country  centers  in  this 
touu. 
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Dover,  Durham,  Amherft,  Keen,  Cliarlefton,  Plymouth  aud 
Haverhili,  are  the  other  moft  confulerable  towns  in  this  State. 
Haverhiil  is  a  neu-,  thriving  town,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  Conne£ticut 
river,  in  Lower  Coos.  It  is  the  mofl:  conruicrable  town  in  the  county 
of  Grafton,  and  has  a  well-confir.icted  court-hoiife  and  a  congrega- 
tional church.  In  it  is  a  bed  of  iron  ore,  which  has  yielded  fonne 
profit  to  the  proprietor — alfo  a  quarry  of  free  ftone,  from  which  the 
people  are  fupplied  with  chimney  pieces,  hearth  itones,  &c.  It 
has  aifo  a  fulling  mill  and  an  oil  mill,  and  many  other  excellent 
inill  feats. 

POPULATION. 

Attempts  have  been  made  at  feveral  times  to  afcertain  the  number 
of  people  in  New-Hampfhire.  The  la'e  Governor  Wcntwor;h  was 
ordered  by  the  Britifli  minillry  to  take  an  exaft  furvey  ;  hut  *'  hav- 
ing no  fund  to  pay  the  expenfe,  and  no  law  to  compel  obedience** 
to  the  order,  he  u-ns  fubjetfted  to  the  inconvenience  of  delay  and 
difappointment.  The  number  of  the  people,  however,  in  1767, 
was  eftimated  at  fifty-two  thoufand  feven  hundred.  Another  efri- 
mate  was  made  in  1774,  of  which  we  have  met  with  no  official  ac- 
count, but  have  been  informed  that  it  was  eighty-five  thoufand. 
This  was  too  high.  The  eftimate  given  to  Congrefs  by  the  delegates 
of  New-HampihLre,  at  the  commencement  of  tlie  revolution,  was 
ftill  more  extravagant.  A  furvey  taken  in  1775,  partly  by  enume- 
ration, and  partly  by  eflimation,  for  the  purpole  of  eftabliflaing  an 
adequate  raprefcntation  of  the  people,  made  the  whole  number 
eighty-two  thoufand  two  hundred. 

The  cenfus  taken  by  order  of  Congrefs  in  1790,  is  the  moft  cor- 
re<fl  account  which  has  ever  been  made,  according  to  this,  the  num- 
bers were  as  follows; 


ROCKING- 


f4 


GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


ROCKINGHAM  COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 


6  ? 


Portfrnourh,  . 
Exeter,  .  .  . 
Gofport,onStar 
Greenland,  .  . 
Rye,  .... 
Snatham,  .  . 
Hampton  Falls, 
Hampton,  .  . 
Northampton, 
Newington, 
Newcafile,   .    . 

. Scabrook,     .    . 
Newmarket,    . 
Brentwood, 
Pop'in,     .    .    . 

Londonderry, 

Southampton, 

Pla{l,nv,   .    . 

Hampfiead, 

Atkinlon, 

ICingfton, 

Havvke,    .    . 

Sandovvn, 

Newtown, 

Eall-Kin-fion, 

Salem,      .    . 
:Kcnrington, 

Dccrticld,     . 

Nottingham, 

London, 

Pitts  field,     . 

Northwood, 
.Epfom,     .    . 

Epping,    .    . 

Northficld, 

Canterbury, 

Chichefter, 

Pembrook, 

Coacortl,     . 


Ifl 


1 158 

437 

3- 
170 

226 
229 
150 
238 
1 84 
132 


2h-4 

137 
677 
12 1^ 

J  95 
129 

243 
10 1 

126 

90 
287 
222 

452 

275 
272 
214 
188 
200 
318 

lU 
285 

240 


973 

24S7 

343 

859 

22 

39 

141 

309 

189 

436 

158 

486 

96 

291 

174 

436 

^^8 

333 

109 

285 

ii7 

292 

178 

357 

235 

610 

zz^ 

490 

103 

251 

576 

1339 

81 

241 

129 

257 

156 

370 

102 

246 

189 

471 

94 

224 

115 

308 

1^3 

^71 

87 

179 

294 

626 

M7 

431 

3S8 

806 

249 

529 

287 

518 

221 

449 

181 

374 

^75 

424 

254 

654 

Lv'; 

295 

22^ 

526 

118 

236 

245 

469 

408 

8^3 

76  26 

81  2 


12 
8 

8 

3 

4'  I 

21 

2jI4 


411 

5 
4 


472Q 
172a 

93 

634 
865 
882 

541 
853 
657 
542 
534 
715 
1137 
976 

493 

2622 

44S 
521 
724 

479 
906 

420 

01 

530 

358 

1218 

800 

1619 

1068 


2 

1084 

888 

I 

744 

799 

^i 

1233 

606 

3 

1038 

491 

2 

956 

4 

1747 
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^ 

o    ^ 

-3 

^ 

c 

o  "S 

0 

"S 

p- 

n    > 

rt 

c 

cj 

TOWNS. 

e  a. 

a 

^ 

a  . 

a 

t. 

^   c 

^  u. 

^ 

_C 

CJ      -« 

0  >, 

0 

;, 

u-  >> 

ui 

< 

(75 

0 
H 

Bow, 

149 

i=;i 

268 

568 

Allenftown, 

^7 

63 

123 

I 

254 

Chefter,        .    . 

494 

447 

960 

I 

1902 

Candia,        .    . 

246 

273 

521 

1040 

Pclhaiu,    .    .    . 

216 

I()0 

385 

791 

Raymfiiid,    .    . 

177 

181 

361 

8 

727 

Windham,  .    .    . 

156 

173 

328 

I 

5 

663 

1  ^ — 

1 1 148 

9654 

21296 

29398 

43169 

STRATFORD    COUNTY. 


Dover,      .    .    . 

Someiiworth, 

Rochefter,    .    . 

New-Durham, 

Middleton, 

Wolfborough, 

Mou'tonborough 

Sandwich,    .    . 

Oflipee,  .  .  . 
1  Wakefield,  .  . 
;  Tnft;)nboro-cis?;h, 

Tamworth, 

Bariirtead,    .    , 

Eaton,     .    .    . 

Effingham, 

Conway,      .    . 

Durham,  .  . 
j  Barrington, 

Madbuiy,    .    . 

Lee,     .... 

New-Durham  G 

Sanborntown, 

New-Hampton, 

Mrridlth,     .    . 

Gihiiantown, 

Stark's  and  Sterling's  "[ 
Locations,  ...  J 


549 

248 

730 
139 


133 

216 
86 

158 
29 
67 

19Z 
60 
42 

T49 

330 
605 

167 

277 

108 

415 

^7^ 
247 
614 

12 


419 
211 

740 

162 

120 
1 48 

243 
82 

193 
20 

72 

2!4 

/  ^ 

43 
146 
^^2 
646 
126 
224 
118 
423 

^73 
21 1 
682 

^3 


1004 

478 

1386 

275 

304 
217 
2S3 
446 
17^ 

2Q5 

60 

126 

ACQ 
12  I 

68 
279 

634 
1217 

295 

526 

212 

749 
306 
419 

1294 

26 


2  3 


1908 

943 

2857 

554 

617 

44T 

905 

339 
646 
109 
266 
•  807 

253 
154 

S74 
1247 
2470 

592 
1029 

445 

1587 

6,-2 

881 

zdi  -^ 

51 


^Ql  I 


$913     i     I  1591     i    63*23      23601 
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GEl^ERAL    DESCRIPTION 


CHESHIRE    COUNTY. 


■      ■       4    ■  ' 

■o 

J. 

r 

- ..  ._i 

-? 

. 

c 

-  „^ 

3 

'^ 

tj    ■" 

CJ 

J3 

'n    > 

"^   y 

E 

c_ 

TOWNS. 

fi    0 

J 

4J     :^ 

^ 

0      ^ 

^ 

^  1 

0 

Charkrton,      .    .    .    . 

3 '-'7 

254 

530 

'i  ' 

1093 

Keene,     .    .    . 

318 

3t8 

671 

5   2 

1314 

Ackvvorth,   .    . 

1^9 

197 

348 

704 

Alftead,    .    .    . 

268 

285 

55S 

1  I  I  I 

Chefterfield,     .    . 

441 

532 

930 

2 

1905 

Claremonr,      .    . 

34S 

391 

692 

2I  2 

1 

i-t35 

Cc.rnifli,       .    . 

238 

253 

484 

i!  1 

982 

Croydon,     .    . 

12  [ 

151 

262 

3 

537 

Dublin,    .    .    . 

227 

223 

446 

5 

gor 

Fitzvvilliam,     . 

25^ 

278 

505 

1038 

Gihom,    .    .    . 

70 

64 

16+ 

298 

!-Jinldale,     .    . 

127 

142 

251 

2 

522 

Jaffre^',     .    .    . 

2S,- 

336 

603 

1 1 

^235 

Langdon,     .    . 

5« 

76 

ic8 

2 

244 

Leiripfter,    .    . 

no 

95 

207 

3 

415 

f  Mail  borough, 

175 

219 

392 

786 

!  Marlow,       .    . 

1         73 

80 

160 

3^3 

Newport,     .    . 

187 

198 

390 

4 

1 

780 

Packerifield,     . 

1&7 

208 

343 

3 

721 

Richmond, 

332 

368 

680 

i-,So 

Rindge,    .    .    , 

276 

326 

554 

7 

1 1 43 

Sroddarr,     .    . 

162 

194 

344 

I 

701 

Surry,       .    .    . 

117 

II I 

220 

448 

SuUiv.m,       .    . 

!          48 

68 

103 

:! 

220 

Swan  icy,     .    . 

1        293 

287 

57' 

6 

1 1 57 

Unity,      .    .    . 

1        ^■^■' 

139 

265 

I 

538 

Walpole,      .    . 

I       327 

335 

580 

I 

2 

1245 

Wafliin'^ton,    . 

^37 

^35 

273 

545 

Wendell,      .    . 

70 

64 

133 

267 

Weft  morel  and, 

472 

543 

998 

4 

I 

2018 

Winchtlbjr,      . 

1       2q8 

311 

595 

4 

1 

1209 

Ncu-(irantham, 

1          90 

88 

^53 

I 

I 

333 

Plainticid,     .    . 

2;q 

« -  - 

486 

2 

1024 

Protedwortb, 

c6 

49 

T04 

I 

210 

— — 

1    7001 

7680 

14105 

69 

16 

THsTTi 
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HILLSBOROUGH    COUNTY. 


TOWNS. 


•  -  -o 


Amheift, 

Duxbnry  Mile 

Bed, 'bid, 

Derryfield  Goi 

Wilton,    . 

Dunftable, 

Nottingham  Weft, 

Neu'-Tpfwich, 

Merrimack, 

Hillfborough, 

GofFstown, 

Litchfield,    . 
New-Bofton, 
Antrim,    .    . 
Heniker, 
Peterborough, 
Fifhertield, 
Lyndborough, 
Lyndborough  Gor 
Bradford,      .    . 
Sutton,     .    .    . 
New-London, 
Warner,       .    . 
Kiarferge  Gore, 
Andover,      .    . 
Bofcawen,    .    . 
Societv,    .    .    . 
Hancock,     .    . 
Sharon,     .    .    . 
Campbell's  Gore 
Salifbiiry,     . 
Temple, 
Mafon,     .    . 
Raby,       .    . 
Weare,     .    . 
Hopkinton, 
Franceftown, 
Dunbarton, 
Bearing, 


^h 


39 

2IO 
lO 

179 

267 

338 
209 

J  93 

324 

97 

313 
138 
269 
220 
68 

313 
1 1 

56 
1^2 

69 

220 

27 
166 
282 

84 
1^6 

68 

28 

345 
177 

21S 
86 

491 

44$ 
232 
209 
213 


576 

45 
240 

4 
278 
146 
246 
285 
207 
211 

3°3 
83 

146 

325 
214 
105 

349 
8 

60 
122 

90 

^95 

27 

167 

274 

89 

160 

63 

35 

385 

196 

242 

89 

500 

417 

233 

244 

25+ 


1204 

85 
A40 

'16 
562 
306 

544 
614 

393 
393 
614 
160 
576 
244 
525 
423 
158 
618 

19 

lOI 

266 

152 

44S 

49 
312 

146 

3^^ 
12S 

57 
640 
368 
462 
160 
931 
852 

5'7 
444 
459 


18 

23°9 

169 

8 

898 

30 

.J  2 

1 105 

I 

632 

7 

1064 

4 

J241 

10 

819 

I 

798 

34 

1275 

J? 

357 

10 

1202 

528 

8 

J 127 

4 

861 

33X 

1280 

38 

217 

520 

311 

863 

103 

645 

I 

1108 

3^9 

3 

634 

259 

120 

2 

1372 

6 

747 

3 

922 

3 

338 

2 

1924 

I 

1715 

9S2 

20 

917 

2 

1   928 

VoL.IL 
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GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 


HILLSBOROUGH  COUNTY,    CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


.-  -a 


Holiis,     . 
Derryfield, 


?4o 

02 


37^ 


8[ 


17? 


5  5  I     -3389      1&250  J177      I  3 


1441 


GRAFTON    COUNTY. 


Haverhill,  . 
Pivmouth,  . 
Alexandria, 
Bartlett,  .  . 
Bath,    ,    .    . 


Bridgevvater,    .    .    .    . 

Burton, 

Cambridge,  r\ot  inhab, 

Campton, 

Canaan, 

Chitham, 

Cockburne,  .  ,  .  . 
Cockermouth,     .    .    . 

Colburne, 

Concord,  alias  Gun-  "| 
thvvaite,    .    .    .    .  / 

Coventry, 

Dal  ton,  ' 

Dartmovith,  .  .  .  . 
Dorcheftcr,  .  .  .  . 
Duni'iicr,  not  inhab.  . 
Enfield,  alias  Relhan, 
Errol,  not  inhaaVited,  . 

Franconin, 

Grafctn, 


Han()\cr,  including"] 
152  ftudeiits  at  ■ 
Dart,  College,     .  J 

Kilkenny, not  inhabited, 

Lancalrer, 

Lnndaff,    

Lebanon,      

Lincoln,       I 


1 03 

182 

79 

55 

117 

84 

34 

"3 

L37 

17 

9 

94 

10 

91 

21 

3 
34 
48 

1G8 

22 
99 

476 


45 

7  5 

375 

8 


118 

142 

87 

57 

L3^ 
62 

45 

79 
123 

13 

5 
IC4 

6 

75 
20 
4 
25 
45 

173 

18 
1 10 

298 


4  5 

So 

282 


266 

297 
132 

L35 

239 

134 

62 


223 
28 
12 

175 
13 

147 

47 
7 

52 
82 

^61 


194 
596 


7  ^ 

1^7 

5' 5 

9 


81  2 


552 
62  s 

298 

248 

493 
281 
141 

395 

4^3 

.  5^ 
26 

373 
29 

313 

88 

14 
1 1 1 

175 
724 


403 
1380 

161 

292 

1 180 
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GRAFTON  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 


c 

11 

1' 

6 

u 

'H 

^ 

^ 

J^ 

o 

u 

> 

iM 

< 

'J-l 

Littleton, 

Lyman, 

Lyme, 

Milfield,  not  inhabited, 
Neu--Cbefter,  .  .  . 
New-Holdernefs,  .  . 
Northumberland,    .    . 

Orange, 

Orford, 

Peeling,  not  inhabited, 

Perc}',       

Piermont, 

Rumney, 

Shelburne, 

Stratford,  .  ,  .  .  . 
Succefs,  not  inhabited, 

Thornton, 

Trecothick,  not  inhab. 

Warren,       

Wentwortb,     .... 
("Hales's,    .... 

.   j  Dames's,      .    .    . 

g  I  Hart's,  .... 
•z:  \  Senter's    .... 

S      Stark's,    .... 

>A      Sterling's,    .    .    . 

_ Wales's,   .  .  . 


28 

57 

231 

70 
96 

34 

32 

140 

14 
103 

97 
44 
96 

52 
56 
3 
4 
3 
5 
8 

3 
I 


26 

39 
189 

103 

73 
27 

37 
12^- 

1 1 

^13 

113 

5 

3B 

98 

64 
73 

8 

4 

5 
2 

3 


3768  )  3315 


42 

106 

392 

4 

139 

160 

56 

61 

272 

23 

206 

I 

201 

18 

64 

191 

86 

4 

1 12 

4 

9 

5 

3 
16 

4 

2 

6340 

28 

96 

202 
816 

312 

329 
^17 
131 
540 

48 
426 
411 

35 
146 

385 

206 

241 

9 
21 
12 

8 
29 

9 
6 


13472 


SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION. 


Rockingham  County, 
Strafford  do.    .    .    . 
Chefliire  do.    .    .    . 
Hiillborough  do.     . 
Grafton  do.     .    .    . 


1 1 148 
601 1 
7004 
8155 
3768 


360S6 


96^4 

21976 

293 

98  43169 

5913 

II59I 

63 

23  2360 1 

7680 

I4I03 

69 

16  28872 

8389 

16150 

177 

32871 

3315 

6340 

21 

281  13472 

34851  I  70160  J630JI58    I4I985 
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i60  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

If  this  number  is  compared  with  the  number  in  i^y^,  and  th* 

difference  divided  by  the  number  of  intervenirfg  year?,  without  any 

reference   to  the  lofs  fuitained  by  the  war,  the  average  of  increafc 

<vill  be  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eight-live  per  annum  ibr  the 

lafl  fifteen  years. 

This  rapid  increafe  of  population  is  partly  natural  and  partly  ad- 
ventitious. The  diftindion  between  thefe  two  caufes  is  e\  ident ; 
but  to  afcertain  the  precife  limits  of  their  refpee'tive  operations  is 
impradicable,  without  a  more  minute  furvev  than  has  ever  yet  been 
taken.  Large  emigrations  have  been  made  fince  the  peace  of  1 763  from 
the  neighbouring  States,  into  the  nev/  townfliips  of  New-Kampfiiire, 
Thofe  from  the  old  towns  to  the  new  have  been  alfo  very  confidera- 
ble  ;  and  though  at  firft  view  thefe  latter  may  not  feem  to  have  aug- 
mented the  number  of  the  people  ;  yet,  upon  a  more  clofe  attention^ 
of  the  fubje^t,  it  will  be  found,  that  even  in  them  there  is  a  pro- 
duAive  caufe  of  increafe.  Where  land  is  cheap,  and  the  means  of 
fubfiftence  may  be  acquired  in  fuch  plenty,  and  in  fo  fliort  a  time,  as 
is  evidently  the  cafe  in  the  new  plantations,  encouragement  is  given 
to  early  marriage.  A  young  man  who  has  cleared  a  piece  of  land, 
and  built  a  hut  for  his  prefent  accommodation,  foon  begins  to  expe- 
rience the  truth  of  that  old  adage,  It  is  not  good  for  man  to  be  alotie. 
Having  a  profpeiSt  of  increafing  his  fubftance  by  labour,  which  he 
knows  himfelf  able  to  perform,  he  attaches  himfeJf  to  a  femala 
earlier  than  prudence  would  diftate  if  he  had  not  fuch  a  profpeft. 
Nor  are  the  young  females  of  the-country  averfe  to  a  fettlement  in-^ 
the  new  plantations,  where,  after  the  fecond  year's  labour,  by  which- 
the  land  is  brought  into  pafture,  there  is  a  neceffity  for  beginning. 
the  work  of  a  dairy,  an  employment  which  always  fails  to  their 
lot,  and  is  an  obje£l  of  their  ambition  as  well  as  intereft* 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  GENIUS,  &c. 

The  principal  denominations  of  Chriftians  in  this  State  are  Con- 
gregationalift?,  Baptifts,  Frelbytcrians,  Epifcopalians,  and  Quakers;  of- 
thefe  the  CongregatioEalifls  are  the  moil  numerous,  as  they  are  in 
inolt  of  the  New-England  States  ;  there  is,  likewife,  a  fmall  fociety 
of  Sandemonians  and  another  of  Univerfalifts  in  Portfmouth,  but  of 
no  great  extent. 

In  the  character  of  the  people  of  this  State,  like  the  inhabitants 
of  Vermont,  there  arc  various  fliadcs ;  the  revolution,  which  called 
the  democratic  power  into  adion,  has  reprellld  the  arillocratic  fpirit. 
The  people  enjoy  aiore  equal  privileges,  and,  after  a  long  dillcnfion, 

are 
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afc  better  united.  Government  is  a  fdcnce^  and  requires  education 
and  informatioa  as  well  as  judgment  and  prudence.  Indeed  there 
are  fome  who  have  ftruggled  through  all  the  difad vantages  arifing 
from  the  want  of  early  education,  and,  by  force  of  native  genius 
and  induftry,  have  acquired  thofe  qualifications  which  have  enabled 
them  to  render  eminent  lervice  to  the  community  ;  and  there  are 
ethers  who  have  been  favoured  with  early  education,  and  have  im- 
proved their  opportunity  to  good  purpofe  ;  notwithftanding  which, 
the  deficiency  of  pcrfons  qualified  for  the  various  departments  ia 
government  has  been  much  regretted,  and  by  none  more  than  by 
fhofe  few,  who  know  how  public  bufinefs  ought  to  be  conducted  ; 
this  deficiency  is  daily  decreafing  ;  the  means  of  knowledge  are  ex- 
pending ;  prejudices  are  wearing  away,  and  the  political  clura<5ler  of 
the  people  is  manifcill}-  improving. 

But  however  late  the  inhabitants  of  New-Hampfliire  may  be  in 
political  improvement,  yet  they  have  long  pofleffed  other  valuable 
qualities,  which  have  rendered  them  an  important  branch  of  the 
American  union  ;  firmnefs,  patience  irr  fatigue,  intrepidity  in  dan- 
ger, and  alertnefs  in  aftion,  are  to  be  numbered  among  their  nativii 
and  eflential  charafteriftics. 

Men  who  are  concerned  in  travelling,  hunting,  cutting  timber, 
making  roads,  and  other  employments  in  the  forelf,  are  inured  to^ 
hardfliips.  They  frequently  lie  out  in  the  woods  feveral  days  or 
■H'eeks  together,  in  all  feafons  of  the  year.  A  hut  compofed  of  poles 
and  bark  fuffices  them  for  fnelter,  and  on  the  open  fide  of  it  a  large 
f.re  fecures  them  from  the  feverity  of  the  weather.  Wrapt  in  a. 
blanket  with  their  feet  next  the  fire,  tiiey  pafs  the  longefl:  and  coldeft 
nights,  and  awake  vigorous  for  labour  the  fucceeding  day.  Their 
food,  v.hen  thus  employed,  is  falted  pork  or  beef,  with  potatoes  and 
bread  of  Indian  corn,  and  their  beft  drink  is  water  mixed  with  fin- 
ger, though  many  of  them  are  fond  of  diflilled  fpirits,  which,  how- 
ever, are  lei's  noxious  in  fuch  a  fituation  than  at  home.  Thofe 
-vvho  begin  a  new  fettlement  live,  at  firll,  in  a  ftyle  not  lefs  fimple  j 
they  erecl  a  fquare  building  of  poles  notched  at  the  ends  to  keep  them 
faft  together;  the  crevices  are  plaiftered  with  clay,  or  the  lliifefl: 
eaith  which  can  be  had,  mixed  with  mofs  or  ftraw  ;  the  roof  ia 
either  bark  or  fplit  boards;  the  chimney  a  pile  of  ftones,  within 
which  a  fire  is  made  on  the  gi-ound,  and  a  hole  is  left  in  the  roof 
for  the  fmoke  to  pafs  out ;  another  hole  is  made  in  the  fide  of  the 
houfe  for  a  window,  which  is  occafonally  clofed  with  a  woodea 

fliutt^r. 
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fluitter.  In  winter  a  conlbnt  fire  is  kept  by  night  as  well  as  by  da/, 
and  in  fummer  it  is  neceflary  to  have  a  continual  finoke  on  account: 
of  the  mulquetos  and  other  infeits  with  which  the  woods  abound. 
The  fame  defence  is  ufed  for  the  cattle  ;  fmokes  of  leaves  and  brufli 
are  made  in  the  paftures  where  they  feed  by  day^  and  in  the  pens 
where  they  are  folded  by  night.  Ovens  are  built  at  a  fmall  diftancc 
from  the  houfes  of  the  bell  flones  which  can  be  found,  cemented 
and  plaiflered  with  clay  or  11  iff  earth.  Many  of  thefe  firft  elfays  in 
houfekecping  are  to  be  met  with  in  the  new  plantations,  which  fervc 
to  lodge  whole  families,  till  their  induftry  can  furnifli  them  with 
materials  for  a  more  regular  and  comfortable  houfe,  and  till  their 
land  is  fo  well  cleared,  as  that  a  proper  fituation  for  it  can  be  chofen. 
By  thefe  methods  of  living  the  people  are  famiiiarifed  to  hardlhips ; 
their  children  are  early  ufed  to  coarfe  food  and  hard  lodging  ;  and 
to  be  without  ftioes  in  all  feafons  of  the  year  is  fcarcely  accounted  a 
want.  By  fuch  hard  fare,  and  the  labour  which  accompanies  i*, 
many  young  men  have  raifed  up  families,  and  in  a  few  years  have 
acquired  property  fufficient  to  render  themfelves  independent  free- 
holders; and  they  feel  all  the  pride  and  importance,  which  arifes  from 
a  confcioufnefs  of  having  well  earned  their  eftates. 

They  have  alfo  been  accuftomed  to  hear  their  parents  relate  the 
dangers  and  hardfliips,  the  fcenes  of  blood  and  defolation,  through 
which  they  and  their  anceftors  have  pafled;  and  they  have  an  ambi- 
tion to  emulate  their  hardy  virtues.  New-Hampfliire  may  therefore 
hs  confidered  as  a  nurfery  of  flern  heroiim,  producing  men  of 
lirmnefs  and  valour,  who  can  traverfe  mountains  and  deferts,  en- 
counter hardfliips,  and  face  an  enemy  without  terror.  Their  martial 
fpirit  needs  only  opportunity  to  draw  it  into  aftion  ;  and  when  pro- 
perly trained  to  regular  military  dutyV  and  commanded  by  officers 
in  whom  they  can  place  conuc'ence,  they  form  a  militia  fully  equal  to 
the  defence  of  their  country. 

They  arc  alfo  very  dexterous  in  the  ufe  of  edge  tools,  and  in 
applying  mechanical  powers  to  the  elevation  and  removal  of  heavy 
bodies,  in  the  management  of  cattle  they  are  excelled  by  none. 
Moll  of  their  labour  is  performed  by  the  help  of  oxen ;  horfes  are 
feidom  employed  in  the  team,  but  arc  ufed  chiefly  in  the  faddle,  or 
in  the  winter  Icafon  in  fleighs. 

Land  being  eafily  obtained,  and  labour  of  every  kind  being  fami- 
liar, there  is  great  encouragement  to  population.  A  good  hulband- 
niaii,  with  the  favin^s  of  a  few  years,  can  piir^hafe  new  land  enough 
I  td 
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to  give  his  elder  fons  a  fettlement,  and  affiil:  them  in  clearing  a  lot 
and  building  a  hut ;  after  which  they  foon  learn  to  fupport  them- 
felves.  The  homeftead  is  generally  given  to  the  youngeft  fon,  who 
provides  for  his  parents  when  age  or  infirmity  incapacitates  them  for 
labour.  An  unmarried  man  of  thirty  years  years  old  is  rarely  to  be 
found  in  the  country  towns.  The  women  are  grandmothers  at 
forty,  and  it  is  not  uncommon  for  a  mother  and  daughter  to  have 
each  a  child  at  the  bread  at  the  fame  time;  nor  for  a  father,  fon, 
and  grandfon,  to  be  at  work  together  in  the  fame  field.  Thus  po- 
pulation and  cultivation  proceed  together,  and  a  vigorous  race  of 
inhabitants  grov>.s  up,  on  a  foil  which  labour  vies  v/ith  nature  to  ren- 
der productive. 

T'.iole  perfons  who  attend  chiefly  to  hufbandry  are  the  moft 
thriving  and  fubftantial ;  thofe  who  make  the  gettir.g  of  lumber 
their  principrsl  bufmels  generally  work  hard  for  little  profit  ;  this  kind 
of  employment  interferes  tco  much  with  huflsandry.  The  beft  fca- 
fon  for  fawing  logs  is  the  fpring,  when  the  rivers  are  high  ;  this  i^ 
alfo  the  time  for  ploughing  and  planting.  He  who  works  in  the  faw- 
mill  at  that  time  muft  buy  his  bread  and  clothing,  and  the  hay  for 
his  cattle,  with  his  lumber  3  and  he  generally  anticipates  the  profit 
of  his  labor.  Long  credit  is  a  difadvautage  to  him  ;  and  the  too  free 
indulgence  of  fpirituous  lic|uors,  to  v.'hich  this  clafs  of  people  are 
imich  addidled,  hurts  their  health,  their  morals,  and  their  intereft. 
They  are  always  in  debt,  and  frequently  at  law.  Their  families 
are  ill  provided  with  necefTaries,  and  their  children  are  v/ithout  edu- 
cation cr  morals.  When  a  man  makes  hufbandry  his  principal  em- 
ployment, and  attends  to  lumber  only  at  feafons  of  leifure,  and  can 
afford  to  keep  it  for  a  market,  and  be  his  own  factor,  then  it  be- 
comes profitable.  The  profits  of  the  other  generally  go  into  the 
hands  of  the  trader,  who  fuppjies  him  with  necefTaries  at  an  advanced 
price,   and  keeps  him  in  a  itate  of  dependance. 

Where  hufbandry  is  the  employment  of  the  men,  domeflic  manu- 
fatlures  are  carried  on  by  the  women  ;  they  fpin  and  weave  their 
own  flax  and  wool,  and  their  families  are  clad  in  cloth  of  their 
own  making.  The  people  of  Londonderry,  and  the  towns  which 
are  made  up  of  emigrants  from  it,  attend  largely  to  the  manufafture 
of  linen  cloth  and  thread,  and  make  great  quantities  tor  iale.  Thefe 
people  are  induiliious,  frugal,  and  hofpitable  ;'  the  men  arc  fanguinc 
and  robufl ;  the  women  are  of  lively  difpofitions,  and  the  native 
white  and  red  complcAion  of  Ireland  is  not  loft  ia  New-Hampfliire. 

"  The 
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"  Ths  town  is  much  indebted  to  them  for  its  wealth  and  conffe- 
quence."* 

The  people  of  New-Hampfliire,  in  general,  are  induflrious,  and 
allow  themfelves  very  little  time  for  diverlion  :  one  who  indulges 
himfelf  in  idlenefs  and  play,  is  ftigmatifed  according  to  his  demerit. 
At  military  muders,  at  judicial  courts,  at  the  railing  of  houfes,  at 
tlie  launching  of  fliips,  and  at  the  ordination  of  minifters,  which 
are  feafons  of  public  concourfe,  the  young  people  amufj  themfelves 
with  dancing.  In  fome  towns  they  have  a  pradice  at  Chriilmas  of 
■  fliooting  geefe  for  wagers  ;  and  on  many  other  occafions  the  diver- 
fion  of  firing  at  marks  is  very  common,  and  has  an  eiLcellent  effefl; 
ill  forming  young  m.en  to  a  dexterous  ufe  of  arras.  The  time  of  ga- 
thering the  Indian  corn  is  always  a  feafon  of  feilivity  ;  the  ears  arc 
gathered  and  brought  home  by  day,  and  in  the  evening  a  company 
of  neighbours  join  in  huflcing  them,  and  conclude  their  labour  with 
a  fupper  and  a  dance.  In  the  capital  towns  they  have  regular  af- 
iemblies  for  dancing  ;  and  fometimes  theatrical  entertainments  have 
been  given  by  the  young  gentlemen  and  ladies.  In  Portfmouth 
there  is  as  much  elegance  and  politenefs  of  manners  as  in  any  of  the 
capital  towns  of  Neu -England.  It  is  often  vifited  by  Grangers,  who 
alwavs  meet  with  a  friendly  and  hofpitable  reception. 

The  free  indulgence  of  fpirituous  liquors  has  been,  and  is  now, 
one  of  the  greatell  faults  of  many  of  the  people  of  New-Hampfliire, 
efpecialb/  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  river  Pafcataqua,  and  its 
branches,  and  wherever  the  bufiaelb  of  getting  lumber  forms  the 
principal  employment  of  the  people. 

In  travelling  up  the  country,  it  auords  pleafure  to  obferve  the 
various  articles  of  produce  and  manufafture,  coming  to  market ; 
but  in  travelling  down  the  country,  it  is  equally  difguftful  to  meet 
the  fame  teams  returning,  loaded  with  caflis  of  rum,  along  with 
iiih,  fait  and  other  ncceilary  articles. 

Among  huibandmen  cyder  is  their  principal  drinl^;  malt  liquor  is 
not  fo  common  as  its  v.diolefomencfs  deferves,  and  as  the  tacllity 
with  which  barley  and  hops  may  be  raifed  feems  to  require.  In 
fome  of  the  new  towns  a  liqx^or  is  made  of  fpruce  twigs  boiled  ip 
maple  fap.  But  after  all,  there  are  no  peribns  more  robuft  and 
healthy,  than  thofe  whofe  only  or  principal  drink  is  the  fimple  cle- 

*   MS.  letter  of  ib.c  Rev.  Wlllinm  Moniron  of  Londonderry. 
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ment  with  which" Nature  has  univerfaJly  and  bountifully  fupplied 
ttiis  happy  land. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

For  feveral  years  fucceeding  the  late  war  the  partial  impofts  and 
impolitic  reftrieiions  of  their  own  governaient,  prevented  foreign 
veflels  from  loading  in  their  port,  and  a  want  of  capital  or  of  enter- 
prife  in  th-i  merchants  of  ra.cataqua  has  hitherto  kept  them  from 
exploring  the  new  fources  c, :  commerce,  which  are  opened  to  Ame- 
rica by  her  in^xper^lence.  and  which  the  merchants  of  other  Ame- 
rican ports  are  feeking  with  avidity.  Since  the  operation  of  the 
general  government,  an  equal  fyiVem  of  impoil:  has  been  introduced, 
and  trade  is  regulated  i'o  as  to  ferve  the  general  intereft  of  the  Union. 
The  officers  of  the  cuitoms  are  appointed  by  the  Executive  of  the 
United  States  ;  and  the  revenue  arifuig  from  trade  and  iKivigation  is 
applied  to  national  purpofes. 

That  fuch  an  alteration  was  wife  and  falutary,  naay  be  evident 
from  co'ifidering  the  fit\iation  of  New-Hampfhire,  as  well  as  of 
fome  other  States  in  the  Union. 

New-Hampfhire  is  fcated  in  the  bofom  of  Maflachufetts,  with  a 
narrow  ftrip  of  fea  coaft,  and  one  only  port.  Her  inland  country 
extends  fb  widely  as  to  cover  a  great  part  of  the  neighbouring  States, 
and  render  a  commercial  connexion  with  them  abfolutely  necefTary. 
All  the  towns  which  are  fituate  on  the  fouthern,  and  many  of  thofe 
en  the  weftern  borders  of  New-Hamplhire,  find  it  more  convenient 
to  carry  their  produce  to  market,  either  at  Newbury-port,  Salem, 
Eofton  or  Hartford.  The  towns  on  Saco  and  the  northern  parts  of 
Connc(fticut  river  will  neceflarily  communicate  with  the  ports,  in 
the  eailern  divifion  of  Maflachtifetts.  The  lumber  which  is  cut  on 
the  upper  part  of  the  Merrimack  is  rafted  down  that  river,  and  is 
exported  from  Newbury-port,  whilll:  that  ivhich  is  cut  on  Connedi- 
cut  river  is  carried  down  to  Hartford.  The  greater  part  of  New- 
Hampfliire  is  by  nature  cut  off  from  any  commercial  intercourfe 
xvith  the  only  port  in  the  State.  Luniber  being  a  bulky  article, 
muft  be  tranfported  to  the  moft  convenient  landing.  Waggons,  or 
(leighs,  carrying  pot  or  pearl  aflies,  pork,  beef,  butter,  cheefe,  flax, 
and  other  lels  bulky  commodities,  and  droves  of  cattle,  flieep  and 
fvvine,  will  always  be  conveyed  to  thofe  places  where  the  vender  can 
fjnd  the  moft  advantageous  market. 

Vol.  II.  P  Foi 
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For  thefe  reafons  it  never  was  in  the  power  of  the  government  of 
New-Hampfhire,  either  before  or  fince  the  revolution,  to  reap  the 
proper  advantage,  or  even  alcertain  the  value  of  its  own  produiTtions. 

To  attempt  a  particular  detail  of  the  number  and  value  of  ar- 
ticles of  commerce  produced  in  New-Hampfliirc,  and  exported  from 
the  various  ports  of  Maflachufetts  and  Connefticut,  is  impra*ftica- 
ble.  To  confine  the  detail  to  the  port  of  Pafcataqua  alone,  gives 
but  an  imperfeft  idea  of  the  produce  of  the  whole  State ;  befides, 
a,part  of  what  is  exported  thence  is  produced  in  the  adjoini;ig 
county  of  York,  which  belongs  to  Malfachufetts.  Such  accounts, 
however,  as  have  been  obtained  from  the  cuftom-houfe,  and  from 
the  merchants  of  Portfmouth,  are  here  exhibited,  and  alfo  the  cur- 
rent prices  of  the  moit  material  articles,  as  they  ftood  at  the  time, 
together  with  tables  of  the  value  of  gold  and  filvcr,  according  la 
the  currency  of  this  State, 
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EXPORTS    FROM    THE  PORT  OF  PASCATAQUA, 
from  O Holer  i,  1789,   to  Oclohcr  i,  17 91. 


ARTICLES  EXPORTED 

to  Europe. 

W.  Ind. 

N.Sco 

Africa. 

Total. 

1000  feet  of  pine  boards    . 

6247 

1 1,622 

96 

69 

18,034 

Do.  feet  of  oak  plank 

37'' 

26 

404 

Ditto  Haves  and  heading   . 

i3'7 

1608 

44 

2969 

Do.  clapboards 

2 

19 

21 

Do.  fli ingles 

3689 

2689 

Do.  hoops 

79l 

7 

86i 

Feet  of  oar  rafters 

47,000 

9^0 

47'95Q 

Tons  of  pine  timber 

88| 

86 

174I 

Do.  oak  timber 

251' 

20 

271 

Frames  of  houfes 

13 

12 

Pine  mafls 

41 

4 

45 

Sprnce  fpars 

13 

72 

85 

Shook  hogflieads 

2079 

2079 

iWaggnns 

2 

2 

Pairs  of  cart  wheels 

14 

H 

Sets  of  yokes  and  bows 

28 

28 

Boats 

30 

30 

Handfpikes 

80 

80 

Quintals  of  dry  fi(h 

250 

26,207 

^6,457 

Barrels  of  pickled  fiHi 

501 

501 

Do.  whale  oil           .          :* 

120 

120 

Do.  tar           .            .           . 

1613 

60 

1673 

Cafks  of  flax  feed 

179S 

1798 

barrels  of  beef 

2775 

2 

2777 

Do.  pork 

9 

I 

10 

Do.  rice 

2 

2 

Biifliels  of  Indian  com      . 

391 

2COO 

2391 

Oxen  and  cows 

577 

33 

610 

Horf.^s 

207 

2 

209 

^heep 

261 

229 

490 

Gallons  of  N.  Eng.  rum    . 

150 

1449 

1 599 

Do.  Madeira  wine 

S45 

845 

Tho.fands  of  bricks         . 

129 

129 

Tons  of  pot  afh 

884 

. 

884 

Do.  pearl  afli 

30I 

30I 

Boxes  of  candles 

28 

28 

Total  value  of  exportation  1       /  o       j  ?/ 

(  r.  .  ,      „      ^  ^2965810  dollars  ci  cents, 

tor  two  years  j     7  >  0  ^  :> 
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IMPORTS    INTO    THE    TORT    OF    PASCATAQUA, 
OSloier  i,  1789,  to  Ofiolcr  i,  1791. 


ARTICLES  IMPORTED 

from 
Europe 

W.Indies 

N'ovn  Scotl": 

Tut.il. 

Gallons  of  rum 

138,911 

138,911 

Do.  gin 

T 

22| 

T 

22|, 

Do.  molafTes 

270,785 

270,785 

Do.  wine  from  Madeira    . 

4721 

Do.  porter 

457 

457 

lbs.  of  unrefinecl  fugar 

546,648 

546,648 

Do.  loaf  fiigar 

77 

77 

Do.  coffee 

68,633 

68,633 

Do.  cotton 

17    564 

1 7' 564 

Do.  cocoa       .          . 

275944 

27'944 

Do.  cheeie 

1056 

1056 

Do.  tea          ,           .          . 

2696 

86 

27S2 

Do.  twine 

2204 

2204 

Do.  nails 

16,890 

16,890 

Hundreds  of  cordage 

17,107 

175107 

Do.  hemp 

94,000 

94,000 

Bufliels  of  fait 

(part) 

(part) 

98*336 

Do.  fea  coal 

3 13 1 

3 13 1 

lbs.  of  ftcel  unwrought 

16,527 

16,527 

Do.  bar  and  flieet  lead 

4336 

4336 

Grindllones 

fa  jeiv  not 

r.p  crtaincd)  '                        \ 

"N-B.  "  What  comes  coaft  ways  from  any  of  the  United  States 
cannot  be  afcertained,  as  no  regular  entries  are  made  where  only  the 
produce  of  the  United  States  is  on  board,  except  accompanied  with 
Biore  than  two  hundred  dollars  value  of  foreign  articles.  The  value 
«f  imported  articles  iS  generally  governed  by  the  Bofton  market," 
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ENTRIES  AND  CLEARANCES,    from  OBoUr  i,   1789,    to 
OSloler  I,  1791. 


ENTRIES  FROM 

0 

c 

0 

C- 

0 

0 

0 

"73 

0 
H 

American 
tonnage 

0 

c 
264 

34 

0 
-5 

a 

Z   c 

a    c 

H  S 

France 

French  Weft-Indies 

St.  Peters  and  Miquelon 

I 

12 

3 
42 

13 

5 

4 
72 

1 

732 

9402 

192 

732 

9666 

226 

England 

Scotland 

Ireland 

Britidi  Weft-Indies 

12 

I 

6 

'5 
4 
4 
2 

I 

I 

27 
4 
5 

10 

4II9 
464 
859 

570 

2005 

4689 
464 
859 

2001; 

Nova  Scotia 
Portugal 
Portuguefe  Iflands 

I 
I 

I 
I 

14 

^5 

I 

3 

^93 

34^ 

856 

856 

293 
341 

Holland  &  Plantations     . 
Denmark  &  Illands 

'5 

9 
I 

1 

^5 
2 

299b 

^55 

2996 

Africa 

Coafting  Sc  Cod  Fifliery 
Total 

40 

ro 

22:? 

1166 

2071Q 

298 

1 166 

U87S4 

3431 

24448 

CLEARANCES  TO 

0 

c 
IS 

C3 

3 

to 

0" 

CO 

0 

3 
0 

.t-c 

i  i 

1 

0 

-5 
c 

u 

pi; 

0 

CO 

.^1 

France 

French  Weft:-Indies        17 

70 

?Q 

10 

ic;6 

16616 

264 

16880 

St.  Peter's  &  Miquelon 

England 

Scotland 

16 

25 

4 

8 

I 

I 

9 

42 

4 

428 

6725 

6t6 

34 

441 

462 

7166 

616 

Ireland 

I 

^ 

4 

666 

666 

Britifii  Weft-Indies 
Nova  Scotia 

8 

3 

4 
12 

I 

16 
12 

3134 

502 

3'34 
502 

Portugal 

Portuguefe  Iflands  . 

1 

1 

162 

i6z 

Holland  &:  Plantations 

2 

2 

^33 

2^7, 

Denmark  &  Iflands        1 

Africa           .            .      j 

I 

I 

no 

I  10 

Coafting  &  Cod  Fifhery 

40 

10 

50 

1 166 

1166 

Total        .       43 

107 

105 

22! 

277 

'26560 

298 

4077 

1 

I62J3I097 

no 
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PRICES  CURRENT  AT  PASCATAQLTA,  A.  0.1791. 


SPR.UCE  and  PIXE  YARDS,  hev/n 

PiNE  BOWS 

PRITS, 

PINE  MASTS,   hewn. 

,        .    ^ 

'                                              in  b  ):ju.ire. 

l-:ewn  in  b  iqiiarCi 

Inches.                     trice. 

Inches.                        Price. 

I.icr.es. 

Price. 

3^          /-H? 

r24            /■■34 

38 

£M 

35              117 

23                 27 

37 

5f^ 

3+                9^ 

22                 23 

36 

48 

33                 75 

U 

21                 20 

35 

44 

3^                60 

i:-  <(  20           ]  6 

34 

42 

31                47 

^     1    IQ                           22 

33 

32 

3*3                3^ 

18                              9-10 

32 

31 

29                30 

17                   8 

31 

27 

28                25 

ti6                   6 

30 

21 

27                20 

fis                       I-IO 

2C) 

16 

20                 17 

74                    1-8 

2  0 

9 

25                 H 

13                    1-6 

0  - 

•      7 

24                 12 

^  ^  ia                    1-4 

26 

'  6 

23                 10 

£1- 

II                             1-2 

25 

2i                            9 

10                             I- 

and  all  tclo-zv 

21                              8 

.  9                    -^8 

at  %/ P^r 

mch. 

20                            6 

rt«.-/  <j//  i5^7ow  20  at 

bfper  hicb.. 

LUMBER. 

Timber. 

N.  B.  The  price  of  thefe  articles 

Oak  from  1 5  to  50  feet  in  length 

is  frequently  varying. 

and    from     10    to    20   inches 

Oak  plank,  per  ton 

/.8 

fquare,  each  40  cubic  feet 
r  white         .          20/"  to  24/" 
Oak  J  red             .                      12/ 
[black          ,          16/ to  18/" 

Sundry  Lumber. 

Clapboards,  per  thoufand 

48/ 

Shingles,  ditto 

10/ 

Maple             .             .              20/* 

Hoops,  ditto 

£-\ 

Beech             .              .               ibf 

White  oak  pipe  flaves,  pei 

Black  birch           .          1 5/ to  18/ 

thoui'r^nd 

;C-30 

White  pine           .          12/ to  13/' 

Ditto  hogfhead,  ditto 

£'\ 

Oak  fliip limber  meafurcd  |  \fpir 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto 

£•  2 

at  end  of  the  arm           j  inch. 

Red  oak  hogfliead,  ditto 

£'  2 

Aflr  timber,  per  cord         .       24/^ 

Ditto  barrel,  ditto             £ 

.1  10/ 

Lath  wood,  per  cord         .       24/ 

Anchor-ftocks  per  inch  at 

Boards,  Pj-ank  ii«^/ Joist, 

diameter  of  the  nut 

1/ 

Hahdfpikes  in  the  rough 

1/ 

Each  fuperficial  fquare  foot,  one 
inch  in   thlcknefs,  is  called  a 

Shook  hhds.^^'';,'^j.f^^ 

[  red  ditto 

3/ 

foot 

Spruce  fpars,  per  inch 

4./ 

Pine,  per  loco  feet        36/to  42/^ 

Oar  ralters,  per  looo  feet 

/•  4 

Hemlock  generally 

2/  hfs 

Sundry 
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PRICES  CURRENT   CONTINUED. 


SUN'DRY    ArTICLF.S. 

r-n              f  INlercn.                    ib, 
Filli,  per       ,        .                 ^       J 
.  '    ,       <    famaica        17  to  14/- 
quintal           ■'     ,                  -5         t/ 
^                  [  ^cale                        I  Of 

Cows 

Horfes 

Sheep 

/•2  8/ 
j^.b  to  30 

6/ to  Qf 

Pork,  per  barrel 

£.-\     12/ 

Bricks,  per  thouf 

and                 20/" 

Beet,  ditto 

^•2     2/ 

Cyder,  per  bar  re 

5/ 

Corn,  per  biiflicl 

■}f 

Seamen's  wages. 

5er  month 

Rye,  ditto 

3/^ 

7  iloUars 

Barley,  ditto 

4y- 

Cbarterirg  of  velTels  per  ton,        | 

Flax  feed,  ditto 

3/"f^  4/" 

per  month 

I  </(?//<?;■ 

Oxen,  each 

;^'4  10/ 

Table  of  the  V 

ALUE  of  Silver 

in  the  Currency 

of  New-Hamp- 

fliire,   from  i 

7C0  to  1750. 

Silver  pei-  oz. 

Silver  per  oz. 

Silver  per  oz. 

Silvcr  per  oz. 

years.          vaUie. 

years.           v.il\ie. 

years.          value. 

years.         value. 

S.    n'. 

S.  J, 

r29  0 

J.   d. 

lyco     10  0 

'      1  1-  0 

1/391  29  6 

'  53  0 

1704       7  0 

I  29  0 

5^  0 

170;     10  0 
1710       8  0 

1729  \      '   , 

'   ^1  19  6 

rsS  6 
1  29  0 

1747' 

58  0 

bo  0 

171 1  84 

1712  8  6 

r  20  0 

'74o^  28  0 
1 29  0 

,   58   0 

1713  0  6 

1714  9  0 

.73.1 "''' 

'■^  [  19  0 

[28  6 
^74^  {.80 

56  0 

55  0 

1715  90 

1716  100 

1717  10  0 

r  10  6 
^732 1, 06 

("21    0 

pS  0 
27  6 

1748-1 

54  0 

55  0 

56  0 

1718     1 1  0 

2  C    0 

29  0 

58  0 

1719     12  0 

r  30  0 

..  56  0 

1720     12  4 

I27  0 

7^3  1  ^2  0 

r  56  0 

J  c8  0 

-  58  0 

f  5^  6 
1750%    (;o  0 

.54  0 

[  12  6 

I  721 i         , 

/       [  13  6 

'24  0 

1701J  "5  0 

^7j4^    26  0 

,  27  c 

r  32  0 

1744 -^  33  0 
I  34  0 
I' 35  0 

r  14  0 
1722  i  ^  . 

f  14  6 

173;     27  6 

1745^  36  0 
I  37  0 

'^.30  {:n 

i^..  J  i^"'  ° 

r37  "^ 

'^^•^1  16  5 

[26  6 
1738  f',^  ^ 

1  ^8  0 

1726      16   0 

4'^  0 
L50  0 

1727      16   0 

I 
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VALUE  OF  DOLLARS,  from  175010  1776. 


years. 

value. 

vearj.          value. 

years.          value. 

s.  d. 

s.  d. 

'                  s.  d. 

175I 

51  6 

(  lOQ    0 

i757i       to 
[  1 10  0 

'■  120  0 

17.1* 

55  0 

1761 

to 

1753 

57  " 

1762^ 

130  0 

1754 

60  c 

1758     120  0 

1763 

& 

1755 

70  0 

17^9     120  0 

L140  0 

1756- 

80  0 

1760     120  0 

1764      120  0 

90  0 

17&5I 

100  0 

to     ^     6  0 

1776. 

) 

SCALE  OF  DEPRECL^TION  OF  ONE  HUxVDRED  DOLLARS 

durins:  the  War.  0 


vear3,        men.        equal  to.      year?. 


equal  to.     years.       mon.        equal  to. 


1777-^ 


ll^i 


rjan. 
Feb. 

March 
Ap,-:1 

May 
)une 

Augufl 
Sept. 

Od. 

Nov. 
Dec. 

■Jnn. 
Feb. 
I\']aich 
April 
?>lav 
fune 

July 

Aiig\ifl- 

Sept. 

Oct. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


100 

104 
106 
1 10 

114 
120 
125 

15^ 
175 

275 

300 
310 

3?  5 

350 

37^: 

4c  o 
400 
400 

425 
450 

475 

500 

545 
634 


^779"^ 


i78o<! 


,-Jan. 

Feb. 

Mar.:h 
I  April 
1  May 

June 

July 

Aiiguft 

Sept. 

06t. 

Nov. 
I  Dec. 

flan. 
i  Feb. 

March 

April 

May  • 

June 

Inly 

Aug. 

Jiept. 

Od. 

Nov. 

Dec. 


742 
863 
1000 
1 1C4 
1215 
1342 

1477 
1630 
1800 
2030 
2308 

^393 

2934 
3322 
3736 
4000 
4800 
57C0 
6000 
630a 
6500 
6700 
7000 
7300 


r-Jan. 

7500 

Feb. 

7500 

I78K 

March 
April 

7500 
7500 

May 

7500 

^June 

12,000 

Value  to  the 

pre- 

fent  time. 

dol. 

valuo. 

1781  ' 

to 

\  ' 

¥ 

1794, 

1 

In  American  national 
currency,  one  dol- 
lar is  equal  to  100 
cents. 
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Table  of  the  Weight  and  Value  of  Gold  and  Silver  as  eflabliflied 
by  Law  in  1785. 


COINS. 


Engliflior]^ 
French      ]  ^'^^'' 
Spanifli  Dollar 
tnglifh  Guinea 
French  ditto 
Johannes 
Half  ditto 
Moidore 
Doubloon 
Piftole       . 


U'ci' 

ht. 

^'IVt 

^"''• 

<; 

6 

=; 

6 

iB 

^ 

Value. 

£.  s.  d. 


16  12 
4     3 


6  8 

6  o 
8  o 

7  4 
16  o 

8  o 
16  o 

8  o 
2  o 


£-sJ, 


Gold,  per  ounce      1568 


Silver,  per  ounce 

r3  far-   ^ 

Cop-J  things       I 

per.    I  of  Eng-    j 

I  liflx  coin  J 
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Statement  of  the  Fishery  at  Pafcataqua  and  its  neighbourhood. 

Schooners  27  ^  •  f     . 

Boats  20  I  employed  in  the  Cod  and 

Tonnage  630  j      Scale  Fiftiery  annually,  * 

Seamen  250J 


Produ6t  of  the  Fishery  in  the  year  i79i.t 


(Merchantable  filh 
Jamaica  ditto 
Scale  ditto  « 


Total 


14,217 
6,463 

25,850 


Eftimate  of  Seamen  belonging  to  New-Hampfliire  in  i79i.§ 


In  foreign  trade 
Coafting  ditto 
Fifliery 


;oo 
50 


*  The  fchooners,  boats,  and  fcamen^  belonging  to  the  Ifles  of  Shoals  are  not  in- 
daded  in  the  above  eftimation. 

-f-  The  fifh  made  at  the  Ifles  of  Shoals  are  included  in  this  ftatemcnt.  The  fuccefi 
of  the  fifhery  in  this  fcafon  has  been  uncommonly  good. 

§  Some  of  the  feamcn  who  in  fiimmer  are  employed  in  the  fithery,  arc  in  the  winter 
employed  in  the  coaAing  bufmcfs,  or  in  foreign  voyages.  ^ 
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The  ftaple  commodities  of  New-Hampfliire  may  be  reduced  to 
the  following  articles,  viz.  fhips,  lumber,  provifions,  fifli,  horfes,  pot 
and  pearl  aflies,  and  flax-feed. 

Ships  are  built  in  all  the  towns  contiguous  to  the  river  Pafcataqua, 
and  its  branches.  They  are  generally  fet  up  on  the  banks  of  the 
river,  but  fometimes  vefiels  of  an  hundred  tons  and  upwards  have 
been  built  at  the  diftince  of  one  or  two  miles  from  the  water,  and 
drawn  on  ftrong  fledges  of  timber  on  the  fnow  by  teams  of  two 
hundred  oxen,  and  placed  on  the  ice  of  the  rivers  fo  as  to  float  in  the 
fpring.  They  have  alfo  been  built  at  the  diftance  of  feven  or  eight 
miles,  then  taken  to  pieces  and  conveyed  in  common  team  loads  to 
the  fea.  Fifliing  fchooners  and  whale  boats  are  often  built  at  the 
dirtance  of  two  or  three  miles  from  the  water. 

There  are  no  workmen  more  capable  of  conftrufting  good  fhips 
than  the  carpenters  of  New-Hampfliire.  But  the  goodnefs  of  a  fhip 
ever  did  and  will  depend  on  the  quality  of  the  materials,  the  nature 
and  promptitude  of  the  pay,  and  the  conftant  attention  of  the  perfon 
whofe  interefl  it  is  that  the  fliip  lliould  be  good. 

The  number  of  fhips  built  in  the  river  in  1790,  was  eight;  in 
1791,  twenty.  The  price  of  building  is  generally  from  eleven  to 
twelve  dollars  per  ton  for  the  carpenter's  work,  and  lei's  than  one 
third  more  for  iron  and  other  work. 

The  number  of  fliips  and  other  vefTels  belonging  to  the  port  of 
Pafcataqua  in  1791  was  eighty-three,  of  thefe  there  were  of  above 
one  hundred  tons,  thirty-three,  and  under  one  hundred  tons,  fifty. 

The  white  pine  of  the  forefl  is  the  flrongefl  and  mofl  durable  tim- 
ber which  America  affords  for  malls.  It  is  often  advanced  by  Euro- 
pea\is,  that  the  pines  of  Norway  exceed  thofe  of  America  in  ftrength. 
This  is  acknowledged  to  be  true  whilft  the  Norway  wood  retains  its 
natural  juices ;  but  thefe  being  foon  exhaufled  by  the  heat  and  dry- 
nefs  of  the  air,  leave  the  wood  lefs  firm,  and  a  decay  commences 
much  fooner'than  in  the  white  pine  of  America,  The  Norway  pine 
begins  to  decay  in  five  or  fix  years;  but  the  American,  with  proper 
care  to  defend  the  mait-head  from  moiflure,  will  lafl  unimpaired  for 
twenty  years. 

When  proper  pcrfons  are  employed,  and  fufficient  time  is  given  to 
provide  fnital)le  materials,  the  forells  of  America  can  fupply  any  de- 
mands v.hich  may  be  made  of  timber,  either  for  building,  for  naval 
(lores  or  cabinet  work.  But  a  cargo  prepared  in  an  injudicious, 
h.idy,  or  fraudulent  manner,  niuy  give  a  bad  name  to  the  Ameri- 
can 
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can  timber  in  foreign  markets,  and  prejudice  whole  nations  againft 
it. 

Contra6ls  for  timber  fliould  always  be  made  {o  as  to  give  time  to 
look  for  the  requifite  flicks,  and  cut  them  in  the  proper  feafon  of  the 
year.  If  the  trees  were  girdled  and  left  to  die  ftanding,  the  timber 
would  be  much  fuperior  to  any  which  is  cut  whilft  alive.  Trees  cut 
in  the  fap  fliould  be  flripped  of  their  bark  as  foon  as  polfible,  or  ihey 
will  be  damaged  by  the  worm  ;  but  after  all  the  care  and  attention 
which  can  be  bellowed  on  them,  many  trees  which  are  intended  for 
mafts,  on  the  ftrift  examination  which  they  mulT:  pafs,  prove  imfit 
for  fervice,  and  fometimes  the  labour  of  a  whole  feafon  is  loll:. 

It  is  therefore  accounted  more  profitable  to  get  the  fmaller  fpecies 
of  lumber,  and  efpecially  thofe  which  do  not  interfere  with  hufban- 
dry,  which,  after  all,  is  much  preferable  to  the  lumber  bufmefs,  both 
in  point  of  gain,  contentment,  and  morals. 

Nothing  is  more  convincing  than  faft  and  experiment.  During 
the  late  war  the  trade  in  lumber  was  fufpended,  and  the  people  were 
obliged  to  attend  to  hufbandry  ;  they  were  then  able  to  export  large 
quantities  of  corn,  though  for  feveral  years  before  the  war,  it  was 
imported  for  necefTary  confumption. 

The  following  flatement,  obtained  from  the  naval-office,  will  place 
this  matter  in  its  juft  view. 


Corn   imported  into  the 
river  Pafcataqua. 

Corn  exported  from  the 
river  Pafcataqua. 

Bujyels. 

In    1765  6498 

—  1769  4097 

—  1770 i^sS; 

__  1772. 4096 

4)31^78 
^^•^'■''^§"1    7819-^ 

p.  ann.     J       '      ^" 

In   1776  2510 

—  1777  1915 

"—  1778  5306 

—  1779  3097 

—  1780  ■ 6711 

—  1781  5587 

6)25126 
Average  per  ann.        4187! 

To  the  above  account  of  exports,  the  following  note  is  added  by  a 
naval  officer:  "  It  is  likely  near  half  as  much  has  been  fmuggleti* 


*  The  fmuggled  com  during  the  war  went  chiefly  to  Nova-Scoria  ,  the  country 
V.l.lch,  by  Lord  Sh-.meld'o  calculation,  was  to  fupply  the  Weft  Indies  with  provifions! 

Q^a  out 
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out  of  the  State  and  not  accounted  for."  It  muft  alfo  be  remeni^ 
bered,  that  great  quantities  were  carried  out  by  land  into  the  eaftera 
countries  of  Maflachufetts.  If  thefe  be  added  to  the  lift  of  exports, 
the  average  will  come  very  little  fliort  of  the  average  of  corn  im- 
ported before  the  war ;  and  thus  it  is  demonftrable  that  even  thofe 
towns  adjoining  the  river,  in  which  lumbering  was  formerly  the 
chief  employment,  and  into  which  much  corn  was  imported,  are  fully 
capable  of  raifing,  not  only  a  fufficiency  of  provifions  for  their  own 
fupport,  but,  a  furplus  for  exportation  equal  to  what  they  formerly 
imported,  and  paid  for  in  the  hard,  dangerous,  and  unprofitable  la- 
bour which  always  attends  the  getting  of  lumber. 

At  the  clofe  of  the  war  the  high  price  of  lumber  induced  many 
people  to  refume  their  old  employments;  but  there  has  been  ib 
much  fluctuation  in  the  demand  for  that  article  of  late,  that  no  de- 
pendence can  be  placed  on  it,  and  for  this  reafon  as  well  as  others, 
hufbandry  is  daily  growing  more  into  ufe.  A  careful  infpe€tion  of 
provifions  falted  for  exportation  would  tend  to  eftablifli  the  charafter 
of  them  in  foreign  ports,  and  greatly  encounige  the  labours  of  the 
hufbandman. 

Tlie  cod  fifiiery  is  carried  on  either  by  boats  or  fchooners.  The 
boats,  in  the  winter  fealon,  go  out  in  the  morning  and  return  at 
night;  in  the  fpriiig  and ■  fummer,  they  do  not  return  till  they  are 
filled.  The  fchooners  make  three  trips  to  the  Banks  in  a  feafon.  The 
firfl,  or  fpring  fare,  produces  large  thick  fifh,  which^  after  being 
properly  falted  and  dried,  is  kept  alternately  above  and  under  ground, 
till  it  becomes  fo  mellow  as  to  be  denominated  dumb  fifli.  This 
fifli,  when  boiled,  is  red,  and  is  eaten,  generally  on  Saturdays,  at  the 
beft  tables  in  New-England. 

The  fiili  of  the  fummer  and  fall  fares  is  divided  into  two  fees, 
the  one  called  merchantable,  and  the  other  Jamaic;.  fifii.  Thefe  forts 
are  white,  thin,  and  lefs  firm.  The  Jamaica  fifii  is  the  fmalleft, 
thinneft,  and  moft  broken.  The  former  is  exported  to  Europe,  the 
latter  to  the  Weft  India  Ifiands. 

The  pbces  where  the  cod  fifiiery  is  chiefly  attended  to  arc  the  ifles 
of  Shoals,  Newcaitlc,  Rye  and  Hampton  ;  but  all  the  towns  adjoin- 
ing the  rivci  arc  more  or  lefs  concerned  in  it.  The  boats  employed 
m  this  filhery  arc  of  that  light  and  fwift  kind  called  whale  boats ; 
they  are  rowed  cither  with  two  or  four  oars,  and  fteered  v/ith  another, 
and  being  equally  fiiarp  at  each  end,  move  with  the  utmoft  celerity, 
on  the  furface  of  the  oceun. 

Schooners 
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Schooners  are  generally  from  twenty  to  fifty  tons,  and  carry  fix  or 
fcven  men,  and  one  or  two  boys.  When  they  make  a  tolerable  fare, 
they  bring  home  five  or  fix  hundred  quintals  of  fifli,  fplit,  falted,  and 
flowed  in  bulk.  At  their  arrival  the  fifli  is  rinled  in  fait  water, 
and  fpread  on  hurdles  compofed  of  brufli,  and  raifed  on  flakes  about 
three  or  four  feet  from  the  ground  ;  thefe  are  called  flakes.  Here 
tlie  fifli  is  dried  in  clear  weather,  and  in  foul  weather  it  is  put  under 
cover.  It  ought  never  to  be  wet  from  the  time  that  it  is  firfl  fpread 
til!  it  is  boiled  for  the  table. 

Befides  the  flefiiy  parts  of  the  cod,  its  liver  is  preferved  in  cafks 
and  boiled  down  to  oil,  which  is  ufed  by  curriers  of  leather.  The 
tongues  and  founds  are  pickled  in  fmall  kegs,  and  make  a  luxurious) 
vifcid  food.  Tiie  heads  are  fat  and  juicy  ;  but  moft  of  thofe  which 
are  caught  at  fea  are  thrown  away;  of  thofe  which  are  caught  near 
home,  the  greater  part  become  the  food  of  Iwine. 

The  fifliery  has  not  of  late  years  been  profecuted  with  the  fame 
fpirit  as  formerly  :  fifty  or  fixty  years,  ago  the  fliores  of  the  rivers, 
creeks,  and  iilands  were  covered  with  fiili-flakes ;  and  feven  or  eight 
fliips  were  loaded  annually  for  Spain  and  Portugal,  befides  what  was 
carried  to  the  Wefl  Indies  ;  afterwards  they  found  it  more  convenient 
to  make  the  fifli  at  Canfeau,  which  is  nearer  to  the  Banks ;  it  was 
continued  there  to  great  advantage  till  1744,  when  it  was  broken  up 
by  the  Frencli  vvar.  After  the  peace  it  revived,  but  not  in  fo  great 
a  degree  as  before.  Fifli  was  frequently  cured  in  the  fummer  on 
tlie  eaflern  fliores  and  iflands,  and  in  the  fpring  and  fa]\  at  home. 
Previoufly  to  the  late  revolution,  the  greater  part  of  remittances  to 
Europe  was  made  by  the  fiflieries  ;  but  it  has  not  yet  recovered  from 
thefl^^ck  which  it  received  by  the  vvar  with  Britain. 

It  is,  however,  in  the  power  of  the  Americans  to  make  more  ad- 
vantage of  the  cod  fifliery  than  any  .of  the  European  nations :  they 
can  fit  out  veflels  at  lefs  expence,  and  by  reafon  oi  the  weilerly  winds, 
v.hich  prevail  on  their  coafts  in  February  and  March,  they  can  go 
to  the  Banks  earlier  in  the  Icafon  than  the  Europeans,  and  take  the 
beft  fifli ;  they  can  dry  it  in  a  clearer  air  than  the  foggy  fliores  of 
Newfoundland  and  Nova-Scotia ;  they  can  fupply  every  necefihry 
from  among  themfelves,  vcfTels,  fpars,  fails,  cordage,  anchors,  line"?, 
liooks,  and  provifioas ;  fait  can  be  imported  from  abroad  cheaper  than 
tiiey  can  make  it  at  home,  if  it  be  not  too  much  loaded  with  duties ; 
men  can  always  be  had  to  go  on  fhares,  which  is  by  far  the  mofl 
profit-aktle  method  both  to  the  employers  and  the  fifliermen.     The 
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fifhing  banks  are  an  inexhaiiftible  fource  of  wealth  ;  and  the  fifliing 
Dufineis  is  a  moft  excellent  nuffery  for  feamen  ;  it  therefore  deferves 
every  encouragement  and  indulgence  from  an  enlightened  national 
legiflature. 

The  manufasflure  of  pot  and  pearl  allies  affords  a  valuable  artick 
of  exportation.  In  the  new  townfliips,  where  vail  quantities  of 
wood  are  burnt  on  the  land,  the  afnes  are  colleded  and  boiled,  and 
the  falts  are  conveyed  to  certain  places,  where  works  are  erected,  and 
the  manufadure  is  perfecfted.  This,  like  many  other  of  their  articles 
of  exportation,  has  futfered  mxich  in  its  reputation,  from  an  injudi- 
cious or  fraudulent  furvey.  It  is  a  leflbh  which  ought  to  be  deeplv 
engraven  on  the  minds  of  legillators  as  well  as  manufacturers  and 
trierchants,  that  honefly  at  home  is  the  only  foundation  for  credit 
abroad. 

An  attempt  has  been  made  to  mannfafture  fail-cloth  ;  and  the 
proprietor  of  the  works,  Thomas  Odiorne,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  has  re° 
ceived  iome  fmall  encouragement  from  the  legiflature  of  the  State. 
iSach  a  bounty  as  is  allowed  in  IMairachufetts  would  give  a  fpring  to 
this  bufmefs,  and  encourage  the  creftion  of  other  works  of  the  fame 
kind. 

The  manuf-.clure  of  iron,  both  in  forges  and  furnaces,  might  be 
rendered  vaftly  more  profit^abie  than  it  is  at  prefent.  This  necef- 
fary  metal,  inftead  of  being  imported,  might  become  an  article  of  ex- 
portation,      uri;    ;    :;.•.::.,  -■..■,.13;.   •••,    .ii'vi.    ■,;ja>'vl,   -.. 

Flax  feed  is  produced  in  large  q\irintitics  ;  fome  of  it  is  manufac- 
tured into  oil,  and  fome  is  exported. 

The  manufacture  of  leather  and  llioes  is  not  fo  extenfive  as  to 
produce  articles  of  exportation,  but  may  be  confideted  among  the 
tlomeftic  manufaftures. 

In  moft  of  the  country  towns  confiderable  quantities  of  tow-cloth 
are  made,  fo)ne  of  which  is  exported  to  the  fouthern  States  to  clothe 
the  negroes  who  labour  on  the  plantations. 

The  manufacture  of  bricks  and  potter's  ware  may  be  extended  to 
any  degree,  fevcral  fpecies  of  clay  being  found  in  great  abundance 
in  the  towns  at  the  heads  of  the  feveral  branches  of  the  riter  Paf- 
cataqua,  in  places  which  lie  very  convenient  for  water  carriage. 
Uricks  might  be  carried  as  ballaft  in  every  veffel  which  goes  to  the 
ports  where  they  are  faleable.  In  this  article,  however,  as  well  as 
many  other?,  a  regulation  is  needed;  moft  of  the  bricks  which  are 
made  are  deficicat  in  iizc,  and  much  of  the  clay  which  is  ufed  ih 
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pinkincthem  is  not  fufticienUy  raellov.'cd  by  the  fivift  of  winter,  or  by 
the  labour  of  the  artificer. 

BAN  K. 

By  acl  of  affembly  of  January,  1792,  a  bank,  by  the  name  of 
,*'  The  Bank  of  New-Hampfliire,"  was  cilal)liflied,  to  continue  fifry 
years,  under  the  management  of  a  prefident  and  feven  direftors. — 
The  capital  ftock  is  fixty  thoufand  dollars  ;  and  the  ftockholders 
have  hberty  to  increafe  it  to  two  hunared  thoufand  dollars  in  fpecic, 
and  one  hundred  thoufand  dollars  in  any  other  flate.  This  inftitu- 
tion  will  prove  a  great  aid  to  the  commerce  and  nianufaflures  of  this 
State. 

EDUCATION  AND  LITERATURE. 

The  old  laws  of  New-Hampfhire  required  every  town  of  one 
Jiundred  families  to  keep  a  grammar  fchool ;  by  which  was  meant 
a  fchool  in  which  the  learned  languages  fliould  be  taught,  and  youth 
might  be  prepared  for  admiflion  to  a  univerfity.  The  fame  pre- 
ceptor was  obliged  to  teach  reading,  WM'iting,  and  arithmetic,  unlefs 
the  town  was  of  fuHicient  ability  to  keep  two  or  more  fchools,  one  of 
which  was  called  a  grammar  fchool  by  way  of  diftin<5lion. 

Several  inftances  occur  in  the  public  records,  as  far  back  as  the  year 
1722,  juft  at  the  beginning  of  an  Indian  war,  that  the  frontier  towns 
petitioned  the  aflembly  for  a  fpecial  ad  to  exempt  them  from  the 
obligation  to  maintain  a  grammar  fchool  during  the  war.  The  in- 
dulgence was  granted  them,  but  only  on  this  condition,  "  that  they 
fliould  keep  a  fchool  for  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic  ;"  to  which 
all  towns  of  fifty  families  were  obliged.  In  later  times  the  conduct 
of  the  fame  towns  has  been  very  different.  During  the  iate  war  with 
Britain,  not  only  thofe,  but  many  other  towns,  large  and  opulent 
and  far  removed  from  any  danger  by  the  enemy,  were  for  a  great 
part  of  the  time  deftitute  of  any  public  fchools,  not  only  vvithout 
applying  to  the  legiflature  for  permiffion,  but  contrary  to  the  exprels 
requirements  of  law,  and  notvvithfranding  courts  of  jul^ice  were  fre- 
quently holden,  and  grand  jurors  folemnly  fworn  and  charged  to 
prefent  all  breaches  of  law,  and  the  want  of  fchools  in  particular. 
This  negligence  was  one  among  many  evidences  of  a  moft  unhappy 
proflration  of  morals  during  that  period ;  it  afforded  a  melancholy 
profped  to  the  friends  of  icience  and  of  virtue,  and  e>;cited  fome 
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ge.n,erous  and  philunthropic  perfons  to  devife  other  methods  of  edi}, 
cation. 
-  Among  thefe  John  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Exeter,  was  the  firft  to  diftin, 
guifli  himftilf,  by  founding  and  endowing  a  feminary  of  learning  in 
that  town  ;  which,  in  the  year  1781,  wa?  by  an  a6t  of  aflembly  in- 
corporated by  the  name  of  "  Phillips's  Exeter  Academy."  It  is 
placed  under  the  infpeftion  of  a  board  of  trullees,  J^nd  is  governed  by 
a  preceptor  and  an  airiflant.  In  this  academy  are  taught  the  learned 
languages,  the  principles  of  geography,  aftronomy,  mathematics, 
and  logic,  befides  writing,  mufic,  compolition,  orator}',  and  virtue. 
The  fund  belonging  to  this  inftitution  is  valued  at  nearly  ten  thou- 
fand  pounds.  About  one  fifth  part  of  this  fund,  lying  in  lands,  is 
atprefent  iinproduftive,  bu*;  the  adnal  income  amounts  to  four  hun- 
dred and  eighty  pornds  per  annum. 

Since  the  eftablifliment  of  this  academy  feveral  others  have  been 
erefted;  one  of  which  is  at  New-Ipfwich;  it  was  incorporated  in 
i;;89;  it>s  fund  is  about  one  thoufand  pounds;  the  number  of  ftu- 
dents  is  generally  between  forty  and  fifty;  the  price  of  tuition  is  one 
Ihilling  per  week,  and  of  boarding  five  fliillings. 

There  is  another  academy  at  Atkinfon,  founded  by  Nathaniel  Pea- 
body,  Efq.  and  incorporated  by  the  general  court  in  the  year  1790. 
The  preceptor  has  been  chiefly  fupported  by  Mr.  Peabody ;  and  he 
has  endowed  the  academy  with  a  donation  of  one  thoufand  acres  of 
land. 

Similar  inftitutions  have  been  begun  at  Amherfl-,,at  Charleftown, 
and  at  Concord  ;  which  though  at  prefent  in  a  Hate  of  infancy,  yet 
afford  a  pleafing  profpe<fb  of  the  increafe  of  literature  in  various  parts 
of  the  State. 

A  law  has  been  lately  made,  which  enforces  the  maintenance  of 
fchools  by  a  peculiar  fanftion ;  the  felect  men  of  the  feveral  towns 
arc  liable  to  have  the  fame  fum  diftrained  out  of  their  eflates,  which 
would  bofuilicicnt  to  fupport  a  fchool  during  the  whole  time  in  which 
they  negleft  to  make  that  provifion.  This  law  is  fo  recent  that  no 
judgment  can  us  yet  be  formed  of  its  operation.  It  fliews,  however, 
that  the  legiflature  are  attentive  to  this  moft  important  branch  of 
their  duty,  the  education  of  the  rifing  generation. 

As  a   farther  evidence   of  the  progrcfs   of  fclencc,   focial  libra- 
ries  are  eftablillicd  in  feveral  towns   in  this  State;  and  in  the  year 
1791a  medical  focicty  was  incorporated  by  an  aft  of  AlFembly.   The 
I  pvefident 
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pt  efiderit  of  the  State  being  &  gentleman  of  the  faculty,  is  at  the  head 
of  this  fociety. 

By  an  article  in  the  conflitution  of  the  State,  it  is  declared  to  be 
*'  the  duty  of  Icgiflators  and  magiftrates  to  cherifli  the  intereft  of 
literature  and  the  fcience?,  and  all  feminaries  aind  public  fchools ; 
to  encourage  private  and  public  inftitutions,  rewards,  and  immuni- 
ties tor  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fcicnces,  commerce, 
trades,  manufactures,  and  the  natural  hillory  of  the  country  j  to 
countenance  and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general 
benevolence,  public  and  private  charity,  induftry  and  economy, 
honefty  and  punduality,  finccrity,  fobricty,  and  all  fecial  affcdions 
and  generous  fcnliments  among  the  people."  As  far  as  public  rulers 
conform  to  this  article,  they  promote,  in  the  moll  effectual  manner, 
the  true  intereft  and  profperity  of  their  country. 

The  eiiabliflnncnt  of  Dartmouth  College  in  the  weftern  border 
of  the  State,  has  proved  a  great  benefit  to  the  new  fettlements,  and 
to  the  neighbouring  State  of  Vermont.  During  the  late  war,  like  all 
bther  feminaries  of  literature,  it  lay  under  difcouragement ;  but  fince 
the  peace  it  is  in  a  more  flourifliing  fituation. 

Its  landed  intereft  amounts  to  about  eighty  thoufand  acres,  of 
\vhich  twelve  hundred  lie  contiguous,  and  are  capable  Of  the  belt 
improvement.  Twelve  thoufand  acres  are  fituate  in  Vermont.  A 
traft  of  eight  miles  fquare  beyond  the  northern  line  of  Stuart  town 
ivas  gfarited  by  the  Aflembly  of  New-Hampfhire  in  1789,  and  in  the 
a'61  by  which  this  grant  was  made,  "  the  p-efidcnt  and  coimcil  of 
the  State  for  the  time  being  are  incorporated  wiih  the  truftees  of  ths 
college,  fo  far  as  to  aft  with  them  in  regard  to  the  expenditures 
and  application  of  this  grant,  and  df.all  others  which  have  been  or 
haay  be  hereafter  made  by  New-Hampfliire." 

The  revenue  of  the  college  arifing  from  the  lands,  arhounts  to  one 
hundred  and  forty  pounds  per  annum.  By  contrafts  already  made  it 
will  amount  in  four  years  to  four  luindred  and  fifty  ;  and  in  twelve 
years  to  fix  hundred  and  fifty  poundji  The  income  arifing  tVoui 
tuition  money  is  about  fix  hundred  pounds  per  annum  more. 

The  firfl:  building  erefted  for  the  accommodation  of  the  ftudents 
was  a  few  years  fince  burned.  A  lottery  was  granted  by  the 
State  for  raifing  the  fum  of  feven  hundred  pounds,  which  has  been 
applied  to  the  erection  of  a  nev.'  building,  much  more  convenient 
than  the  former  ;  it  was  conftrudted  of  wood,  and  ftands  in  an  eleva- 
ted fituation,  about  half  a  mile  eaftward  of  Connecticut  river  in  the 
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townfliip  of  Hanover,  commanding  aa  extenfive  and  pleafant  prol- 
ped  to  the  weft.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long,  fifty  feet 
wide,  and  thirty-fix  feet  high,  and  contains  thirty-fix  chambers  for 
ftudents.  The  number  of  iludents  who  were  graduated  in  the  firil 
nineteen  years,  amounts  to  two  hundred  and  fifty-two,  among  whom 
were  two  Indians.  In  the  year  1790,  the  number  of  undergraduates 
was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty. 

The  fludents  are  divided  into  four  clafTes.  The  frefli  men  ftudy 
the  learned  languages,  the  rules  of  fpeaking  and  writing,  and  the 
elejnents  of  mathematics. 

The  fophomores  attend  to  the  languages,  geography,  logic  and 
mathematics. 

The  junior  fophifters,  befide  the  languages,  enter  on  natural  and 
moral  philofophy  and  compofition. 

The  fcnior  clafs  compofe  in  Englifla  and  Latin  ;  fludy  metaphy- 
lics,  the  elements  of  natural  and  political  law. 

The  principal  books  ufed  by  the  fludents  are  Lowth's  Englifli 
Grammar,  Perry's  Difrionary,  Pike's  Arithmetic,  Guthrie's  Geogra- 
phy, Ward's  Mathematics,  Atkinfon's  Epitome,  Hammond's  Algebra, 
IMartiu's  and  Enfield's  Natural  philofophy,  Fcrgufon's  Aftronomy, 
Locke's  ElTay,  Montefquieu's  Spirit  of  Laws,  and  Burlemaqui's  Na- 
tural and  Political  Law. 

Befides  thefc  ftudies,  leftures  are  read  to  the  fcholars  in  theology 
and  ecclcfiallical  hiftory. 

There  is  aa  e.xan-;ination  of  each  clafs  once  in  the  year,  and  thofe 
who  are  not  found  qualified  for  their  ftanding  are  put  into  a  lower 
clais.  ,      . 

.  The  annual  comtnencement  is  held  on  the  fourth  Wednefday  in 
Auguft.  There  are  two  vacations,  one  following  commencement 
and  continuing  fix  weeks  and  tv/o  days ;  the  other  beginning  on  the 
fourth  Monday  in  February,  and  continuing  five  weeks  and  five 
days. 

.    CONSTITUTION. 

The  conftitution  of  the  State  which  was  adopted  in  1784,  is  taken, 
almoil  verbatim,  from  that  of  Maffachufetts.  The  principal  dif- 
ference?, except  fuch  as  arife  from  local  circumfl:ances,  are  the  fol- 
lowing :  the  flilcs  of  the  conflitutions,  and  of  the  fupreme  magll- 
tiatcs  in  each  State,  are  different.  In  one  it  is  "  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Mailachufctts,"   in  the  othei,,  *' Prefident  of  the 

State 
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State  of  New-Hampfliire."  In  each  State,  the  fupremc  magiftrate 
has  the  title  of  "  His  Excellency." 

The  Prefident  of  Neu-Hampfliire,  hke  the  Governor  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  has  not  the  power  of  negativing  all  bills  and  refolvcs  of 
the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  of  preventing  their 
palling  into  laws,  unlefs  approved  of  by  two-thirds  of  the  members 
prefent.  In  New-Hampfliire  "  the  Prefident  of  State  prefides  in  the 
fenate,"  in  INIafiachufetts  the  fenate  choole  their  own  Prefident. 

There  are  no  other  differences  worth  mentioning,  except  it  be  in 
the  mode  of  appointing  militia  officers,  in  which  New-Hampfliire  has 
greatly  the  advantage  of  Mafiachufetts. 

To  prefers  e  an  adherence  to  the  principles  of  the  confiltution,  and 
to  make  fuch  alterations  as  experience  might  point  out,  and  render 
Eeceflary,  provifion  was  made,  that  at  the  end  of  feven  years  a  con- 
vention fliould  be  called  to  revife  the  form  of  government,  agreeably 
to  which,  ia  1791,  a  convention  was  called,  who  fettled  the  confti- 
tution  on  the  fame  general  plan  ;  for  which,— y^e  MnJJachnJ'jcttu 
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STATE    OF 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND?  BOUNDARIES. 

JLVI  AssAcHusETTS,  which  may  be  confidered  as  the  parent  StatG 
of  Neu'-England,  is  fituated  between  41°  30'  and  43^  north  latitude, 
and  1^30'  and  5*^  40' longitude,  eall  of  Philadelphia :  its  length  is 
about  one  hiindred  and  twenty-five  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  fifty; 
it  is  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  States  of  Vermont  and  New- 
liampfliire,  on  the  eaft  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  on  the  fouth  by  the 
Atlantic,  Rhode  Lland,  and  Connecticut,  and  on  the  weft  by  New- 
York  ;  its  air  and  climate  the  fame  as  already  delcribed  in  the  gene- 
ral account  of  New-England.* 

V 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA-COAST,  &c. ' 

This  State,  like  the  other  States  of  New-England,  is  high  anc| 
hilly:  Wackhurft  mountain,  in  Prince-Town,  is  at  its  top  two 
thoufand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-nine  feet  from  the  level  of  the  fea, 
and  the  town  itfelf  one  thoufand  three  hundred  and  thirty- two  feet. 
The  whole  ftate  is  well  watered  with  numerous  rivers  and  fprings ; 
many  of  the  former  are  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  inhabitants, 
by  the  ready  and  eafy  carriage  they  aflford  for  their  different  articles 
of  produce. 

Houfcitonick  river  rifes  from  feveral  fources  in  the  weftern  parts  of 
this  State,  and  flows  foutherly  through  Conne^icut  into  Long  Ifland 
found.  Peerfield  river  falls  into  Connefticut  river,  from  the  weft, 
between  Deerfield  and  Greenfield.  A  moft  excellent  and  beautiful 
traft  of  meadow  lies  on  its  banks.  Weilfield  river  empties  into  the 
Connedicut  at  Weft- Springfield.  Conne6licut  river  palfes  through 
this  State,  and  interfe6ls  the  county  of  Hampfliire:  in  its  courfe  it 
runs  over  the  falls  above  Deerfield,  and  between  Northampton  and 
Springfield.     A  company,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Proprietors  of  the 
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Locks  and  Canals  on  Connefticut  river,"  was  incorpornted  by  the 
general  court  in  1792,  for  tht;  pu'pofe  of  rendering  Connetfticu^ 
river  paliable  for  bo;us  and  other  things,  from  Chicapee  river  north- 
ward to  New-Hampdiire.  Millci's  and  Chicaijee  rivers  fall  into 
Connediciit  on  the  eaft  fide  ;  the  foi-iTiCr  at  Northhcki,  the  latter  at 
Springfield. 

In  the  eaftern  part  of  the  State  is  the  Merrimack,  ^\hich  we  have 
already  in  part  defcribed.  It  is  navigab'e  lor  vtlTels  of  burden  about 
twenty  miles  from  its  mouth,  where  it  is  ubftrurted  by  the  Hrfl  falls, 
or  rapids,  called  IMitchell's  E.ddy,  between  Bradford  and  Haverhill. 
Vaft  quantities  of  lliip  timber,  ranging  timber,  plank,  deals,  clap- 
boards, fliingles,  ftaves,  and  other  lumber,  are  brought  down  in 
rafts,  fo  conitruded  as  to  pals  all  the  falls  in  the  river  except  thofc 
of  Amufkaeg  and  Pantucket.  In  the  fpring  and  fummer  confidera- 
ble  quantities  of  fa'mon,  fliad,  and  alewives  are  caught,  which  are 
either  ufed  as  bait  in  the  cod  fifl'.ery,  or  pickled  and  fliipped  to  the 
Wcfl  Indies.  There  are  twelve  ferries  acrofs  this  river  in  the  countv 
of  Effex.  The  bar  acrois  the  mouth  of  this  river  is  a  very  great 
incumbrance  to  the  navigation,  and  is  efpecially  terrible  to  flrangeis. 
There  are  fixteen  feet  water  upon  it  at  common  tides.  In  1787  the 
general  court  granted  a  fnm  of  rhoney  for  the  ereftion  of  two  fuffi- 
cient  light-houfes,  and  made  the  maintenance  of  them  a  public 
charge.  The  houfes  are  of  wood,  and  contrived  to  be  removed  at 
pleafure,  fo  as  to  be  always  conformed  to  the  fliifting  of  the  bar  ; 
and  thus  the  fingle  rule  of  bringing  them  in  a  line  will  be  the  only 
necelTary  diredlion  for  veflels  approaching  the  harbour,  and  by  this 
direction  they  may  fail  with  fafety  until  they  are  abreafi  of  the  lights, 
where  is  a  bold  fliore  and  good  anchoring  ground.  The  bridges  over 
this  river  will  be  mentioned  under  that  head. 

Nafhua,  Concord,  and  Shawflieen  rivers  rife  in  this  State,  and  run 
a  north-eafterly  courfe  into  the  Merrimack.  Parker's  river  takes  its 
rife  in  Rowley,  and  after  a  courfe  of  a  few  miles,  partes  into  the 
found  which  feparates  Plum  Ifland  from  the  main  land.  It  is  navi- 
gable  about  two  miles  from  its  mouth.  Ipfwich  and  Chebacco 
rivers  pafs  through  the  town  of  Ipfwich  into  Ipfwich  bay.  Miflick 
river  falls  into  Bofton  harbour,  eaft  of  the  pcninfula  of  Charleflown  : 
it  is  navigable  three  miles  to  Medford. 

Charles  river  is  a  confiderable  flream,  the  principal  branch  of 
which  rifes  from  a  pond  bordering  on  Ilopkinton  :  it  palfes  through 
HoUifton  and  Bellingham,    and    divides   Medway  from  Medfield, 

Wrentham, 
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Wientham  and  Franklin,  and  thence  into  Dedham,  where,  by  a 
curious  bend,  it  forms  a  pcninfula  of  nine  hundred  acres  of  land  ; 
and  what  is  very  fingular,  a  ftream  called  Mother  Brook,  runs  out  of 
this  river,  in  this  town,  and  falls  into  Neponfet  river,  which  anfwers 
to  a  canal  uniting  the  two  rivers,  and  affords  a  number  of  excellent 
mill  ieats.  From  Dedham  the  courfe  of  the  river  is  northerly  through 
Newton,  palling  over  romantic  falls — it  then  bends  to  the  north-eaft 
and  eaft,  through  Watertown  and  Cambridge,  and  pafTes  into  Bofton 
harbour,  between  Cbarleftown  and  Eofloa  :  it  is  navigable  for  boats 
to  Watertown  feven  miles. 

Neponfet  river  originates  chiefly  from  J.Iuddy  and  Pnnkapog 
Ponds  in  Stoughton,  and  Mafliapog  Pond  in  Sharon,  and  after  paffing 
over  fails  fufficient  to  carry  mills,  unites  with  other  fmall  ftreams, 
and  forms  a  very  conllant  fupply  of  water  for  the  many  mills  fituated 
on  the  river  below,  until  it  meets  the  tide  in  Milton,  from  whence  it 
is  navigable  for  veiTels  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  tons  burthen  to  the 
bav,  diflant  about  four  miles.  Neponfet  river,  from  Milton  to  the 
Bay,  forms  a  regular  and  beautiful  fei*{:>entine,  interfperfed  with  hil- 
locks of  wood  fo  regularly  placed,  that  from  Milton  Hill  it  affords 
one  of  the  finefl:  profpeds  in  the  world.  Faffing  Fore  and  Back  rivers 
in  Weymouth,  you  come  to  North  river,  which  rifes  in  Indian-Head 
pond,  in  Pembroke,  and  running  in  a  ferpentine  courfe  between  Sci- 
tuate  and  IMarflifield,  pafles  to  the  fea.  This  river  for  its  fize  is 
remarkable  for  its  great  depth  of  water,  it  being  in  fome  places  not 
tnore  than  forty  or  fifty  feet  wide,  and  yet  veffels  of  three  hundred 
tons  are  built  at  Pembroke,  eighteen  miles,  as  the  river  runs,  from 
its  mouth.  This  river  is  navigable  for  boats  to  the  firft  fall,  five 
iniles  from  its  fource  in  Indian-Head  pond  ;  thence  to  the  neareft 
waters  which  run  into  Taunton  river  is  only  three  miles.  A  canal 
to  connecl  the  waters  of  thefe  two  rivers,  which  communicate  with 
Narraganfet  and  Malfachufetts  bays,  would  be  of  great  utility,  as  it 
would  lave  a  long  and  dangerous  navigation  round  Cape  Cod. 

Taunton  river  is  made  up  of  feverai  ftreanis  which  unite  in  or 
near  the  town  of  Bridgwater.  Its  courfe  is  from  N.  E.  to  S.  W.  till 
it  falls  into  Narraganfet  bsy  at  Tiverton,  oppofite  the  north  end  of 
J^hode  llland.  Ii  receives  a  confiderable  tributary  ftream  at  Taunton 
from  the  north-wefl.  The  head  waters  of  Pantucket  and  Providence 
rivers  in  Rhode  llland,  and  ofQuinnabaug  and  Shetucket  rivers  in 
Connefticut,  and  feverai  other  inferior  llrcams,  which  run  in  va- 
rious clireflions  and  anfwcr  various  purposes,  are  in  this  State. 

The 
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The  only  capes  of  note  on  the  coaft  of  this  State,  are  Cape  Ann 
on  the  north  fide  of  Malfachufctts  bay,  and  Cape  Cod  on  the  fouth. 
Cape  Cod,  fo  called  from  the  quami'y  of  cod  fifli  which  are 
found  oh  its  coafi:,  is  the  fouth-eafterly  part  of  the  commonwealth 
of  IMafTacIuifetts :  in  fla.ipe  it  refembles  a  man's  arm  when  bended 
with  the  hand  turned  inwaid  towards  the  body.  The  Cape  com- 
prehends the  county  of  Barnftable,  and  is  between  feventy  and  eighty 
iniles  in  length. 

Province-town  is  the  hook  of  the  Cape,  and  is  generally  narrow, 
the  wideft  place  not  being  more  than  three  miles  in  extent.  The 
harbour,  which  is  one  of  the  beft  in  the  State,  opens  to  the  fouthward, 
and  has  depth  of  water  for  any  Ihips.  This  place  has  often  been 
in  a  rtate  of  rapid  improvement,  and  as  often  gone  to  decay ;  it  is 
now  rifing.  It  contains  about  ninety  families,  whofe  whole  depen- 
dence is  upon  the  fea  for  their  fupport :  they  employ  abxnit  twentv 
fail  of  veflels,  great  and  fmall,  in  the  cod  fifliery  :  they  have  been  re- 
markably fuccelsful  of  late.  Ten  of  their  vefiels  employed  in  1790 
upon  the  grand  Bank,  took  eleven  thoufand  quintals  of  cod  fifli. 
They  have  fcarce  lolla  veifel  or  a  man  in  the  bufmefs  fince  the  war. 

The  houfes  ftand  upon  the  inner  fide  of  the  hook  of  the  Cane, 
fronting  fouth-eaft,  and  looking  into  the  harbour  :  they  are  fuiali, 
one  flory  high,  and  fet  up  on  blocks  or  piles,  tliat  the  driving  fuids 
may  pafs  under  them,  otherwife  they  would  be  buried  in  fand.  The 
houfes  ftand  in  one  range  upon  the  beach  ;  the  flakes  on  which  they 
^ijy  their  fijli  are  round  them ;  the  veflels  run  in  upon  the  faore, 
which  is  a  foft  fand,  throw  their  fifli  over,  where  they  are  waflied 
from  the  fait,  and  carried  up  to  the  flakes  on  hand-barrows. 

They  raife  nothing  from  their  land?,  but  arc  wholly  dependent 
upon  Bofion  market  and  other  places  for  every  kind  of  vegetable  pro- 
duction. 

There  are  but  two  horfes  and  two  yoke  of  oxen  kept  in  the  town  : 
they  have  about  fifty  cows,  which  feed  in  the  fpring  upon  beach 
gfafs,  which  grows  here  and  there  upon  the  fliore ;  and  in  fummer 
they  feed  in  the  funken  ponds  and  marfliy  places,  that  are  found  be- 
tween the  fand  hills.  Here  the  cows  are  feen  wading,  and  even 
fvvimming,  plunging  their  heads  into  the  water  up  to  their  horns, 
picking  a  fcanty  fubfiftence  from  the  roots  and  herbs  produced 
in  the  water.  They  are  fed  in  the  winter  on  fedge  cut  upon  the 
£ats. 

Exvept 
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Except  a  border  of  loofe  land,  which  runs  round  the  v<^hote  place^ 
it  is  ve'-y  broken  and  hilly.  Thele  hills  aie  white  fand,  and  their 
produce  is  whortleberry  bufiies,  and  fmall  pitch  pine  flirubs.  The 
pines  next  the  villnge  have  been  much  cut  off  for  fi;e-\vood.  Cut- 
ting away  the  wood  expoles  the  hills  to  be  torn  away  by  the  violence 
of  rhe  winds,  and,  in  i'omc  inftances,  perlons  have  been  obliged  to 
remove  their  houfes  to  prevent  being  covered  up.  Thefe  hills  and 
f;ind  henps  are  C;>n{lantly  llnfting ;  and  when  torn  away  in  one 
place,  are  piled  up  on  another:  it  is  not  unfrequent  for  the  inhabi- 
tants to  have  their  fiQi-flakes  covered  with  banks  of  fand  like  fnow. 
Immediately  in  flepping  from  any  houfe,  *:he  foot  finks  in  fand  to 
the  depth  of  rhe  flioe.  The  mofl:  foufherly  poxnt  of  this  place, 
called  Wood-End,  is  five  miles  foiiih  weft  from  the  village.  What 
is  called  Race- I'oint,  known  to  all  leamen,  is  the  north-wefterly  ex- 
tremity of  the  Cape,  and  lies  north-well  from  the  village,  diftant 
tiii-ee  miles. 

A  traveller  in  paSng  from  the  village  over  to  Race  Point,  about 
mid-Wi-y,  tra\rels  feme  diftance  through  a  pine  wood,  the  trees  about 
twenty  feet  in  height,  at>  length  he  finds  the  path  obftru6led  with  a 
mound  of  fand,  almoft  perpendicular,  rifing  among  the  trees  to  their 
tops :  his  horfe  with  difficulty  mounts  this  precipice,  his  feet  linking 
almoU  to  the  knees  in  the  fand.  This  volume  of  fand  is  gradually 
rolling  in:o  the  woods  with  the  winds,  and  as  it  covers  the  trees  to  the 
tops  they  die.  As  foon  as  a  traveller  mounts  this  bank,  a  curious 
fpeflacle  prefcnts  to  view,  a  defart  of  white  fand  five  miles  in  length, 
parallel  with  the  fea,  and  one  mile  and  an  half  in  breadth.  The 
tops  of  the  irees  appear  above  the  fand,  but  they  are  all  dead  j  where 
they  have  been  lately  coVered,  the  bark  and  twigs  are  ftill  remain- 
ing, from  others  they  are  fallen  off;  fome  have  been  folong  v.hipped 
and  worn  out  with  the  fands  and  winds,  that  there  is  nothing  remain^ 
ing  but  the  hearts  and  knots  of  the  trees.  But  over  the  greater  part 
of  this  defert,  the  trees  have  long  fince  difappeared. 

After  ciolfing  this  wildcrnefs,  where  the  horfe  finks  to  his  fetlocks 
at  every  ftep,  you  arrive  at  Race-Point;  Here  are  a  number  of  huts, 
ere(fted  by  the  perfons  who  come  over  from  the  village  to  fifli  int 
boats  :  here  they  keep  their  fifliing  apparatus  and  lodge.  At  the 
diftaiwre  of  fifteen  rods  from  the  Point  the  water  is  thirty  fathoms  in 
depth,  and  cod,  hadvlock,  and  other  kinds  of  fifli,  are  taken  in  plenty, 
whenever  the  weather  will  permit.  71) ey  take  many  kinds  of  fiftv 
with  kins,  fuch  as  pollock,  mackarci,  and  herrings :  the  two  httet 
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Sre  often  taken  in  that  harbour  in  great  abundancei  At  this 
place  are  feen,  at  fome  times,  hundreds  of  lliarks  lying  on  the 
ihore,  which  have  been  caught  by  the  boats  when  fiHiing  For  cod i 
they  weigh  t'lom  three  to  fix  hundred  Weight:  their  livers,  which 
pioducc  oil,  are  the  only  pfjts  of  them  of  which  any  ufe  is  made. 
They  are  taken  by  a  large  hook  baited  with  a  cod  filh,  and  faftened 
to  an  iron  chain  with  a  fvvivel,  to  prevent  theiri  fioni  biting  or  twill* 
ing  it  oft'.  When  the  fhark  has  feized  the  hook,  they  drag  him  up 
to  the  ilern  of  the  boat,  and  being  too  large  to  take  on  board  the 
boats  there  made  ufe  of,  they  row  afliore  with  him,  drag  him  up  oil 
the  beach,  rip  him  open,  take  out  his  liver,  and  the  tarcafs  is  left 
to  pcridi.  Filhing,  either  at  lea  in  velTels,  or  round  the  fliore  in 
boats,  is  the  whole  employment  of  all  the  inhabitants.  There  is 
no  other  belides,  to  which  they  can  turn  their  attention :  and  the 
boys,  as  foon  as  they  have  ftrength  to  pull  a  codhih,  are  put  on  board 
a  boat  or  a  veiTel* 

As  this  harbour  is  of  fo  much  confequence,  often  affording  a  flicltt^t* 
from  ilorms  to  vellels,  both  inward  and  outward  bound,  ir  is  of 
importance  that  there  fhould  always  be  a  fettlelnent  there.  Tha 
Province  formerly  afforded  thf;m  fome  encouragement,  befides  ex- 
empting them  from  taxation.  TKat  encouragement  is  now  with- 
holden,  and  a  poll-tax  has  been  required,  whether  with  good  policy^ 
has  been  doubted  by  many  :  the  inhabitants  complain  of  it,  as  an 
unreafonable  burthen.  Their  employment  is  a  great  public  benefit, 
and  what  they  acquire  is  through  many  perils  and  the  hardeft 
labour. 

The  extent  of  Cape  Cod,  on  the  outer  fliorC)  beginning  at  Wood 
End,  round  td  Buzzard's  Bay,  or  to  the  line  between  Sandwich  and 
\Vareham,  is  about  one  hundred  and  thii  ty  miler;.  The  inner  fliore 
on  Maffachufetts  bay  is  about  feventy-live  miles.  The  road  that 
is  commonly  travelled  on  to  the  Cape  is  on  the  inner  fide^  and  mcd- 
fured  by  this,  the  extent  of  the  Cape  v/ill  i)e  as  firll  mentioned. — > 
Cape  Cod,  in  general,  ii  a  thin,  barren  foil,  by  far  the  moft  fo  of  any 
part  of  New-England:  but  the  fea  air  impregnates  all  vegetablca 
with  a  quality  v;hich  renders  them  far  more  nutritive  to  tattle  than 
the  fame  quanrity  far  inland  ;  it  being  an  undoubted  fact,  that  cattle 
will  do  well  on  the  fea  coafr  in  iuch  paftures,  v.'hich,  if  far  up  in  thd 
country,  would  Itarve  them  at  once.  Their  fait  hay,  which  is  afmoft 
their  only  forage,  affords  a  manure  v.-hich  is  alio  far  fuperior  to  that 
which  is  made  at  a  diftante  f;om  the  fea  :  tlii?  greatly  aliifls  their 
Vot,  II,  S  c;jops 
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crops  of  corfi  and  rye,  beyond  what  the  land  promifea  in  ifS 
appearance.  But  after  nil  that  has  been  or  that  can  be  done^ 
tiiC  Imds  of  Cape  Cod  can  never  fupport  its  inhabitants,  which 
are  nearly  feventeen  thoufaud.  A  great  part  of  the  men  and 
boys  are  conftantly  employed  at  fea.  In  this  bufinefs  they  fupport 
ihemfelves  and  families  j  and  it  is  oblervcd,  that  the  young  people 
form  family  connections  earlier  in  life  than  in  any  other  part  of  the 
country;  which,  perhaps,  is  one  evidence  that  the  means  of  fub- 
liflence  are  eafily  obtainable.  Cape  Cod  is  a  nuifery  for  feamen, 
dnd,  in  this  view,  one  of  the  moft  important  places  in  this  State,  or 
in  America.  If  the  fupporting  of  a  navy,  extending  foreign  com- 
merce, or  bringing  forth  from  the  bowels  of  the  ocean  the  riches  ic 
(Contain?,  are  blcffings  to  any  nation,  the  Americans  may  confider  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Cape  as  the  moft  valuable  among  thtir  countrymen. 
The  Cape  abounds  with  clear  frefli  ponds,  generally  flocked  with 
fifli :  there  is  little  funken  land  ;  the  wood  on  the  Cape  is  generally 
pitch  pine  :  there  are  few  or  no  ftones  below  Barnftable  :  the  cellars 
are  walled  with  brick,  in  a  circular  form,  to  prevent  the  loofe  fand 
from  caving  in  ;  the  wells  arc  fecured  in  the  fame  manner,  and  they~ 
are  obliged  to  keep  them  covered  to  prevent  the  iand  from  blow- 
ing in  and  fpoiling  the  water.  Formerly,  the  inhabitants  took  many 
whales  round  the  Cape,  chiefly  in  IMairachufetts  Bay ;  but  that 
bufinefs  is  alraofl-  at  an  end.  The  manner  of  taking  black  fifli  is 
fomewhat  fingular  ;  they  are  a  fifli  of  the  v/hale  kind,  of  about  five 
tons  weight,  and  produce  oil  in  the  fame  manner  as  a  whale.  When 
a  fl^oal  of  them  is  dilcovered,  which  fometirae?  confifls  of  feveral 
hundreds,  the  inhabitants  put  off  in  boat?,  get  without  them,  and 
drive  them  like  fo  many  circle  on  to  tlic  fliorc  and  flats,  where  they 
.are  left  by  the  tide  and  fall  an  eafy  pruy.  The  Ihore  of  the  Cape  is 
in  many  places  covered  with  the  huge  bones  of  thefe  fifli  and  of 
whales,  which  remain  unconfum(.:d  ror  mr.ny  years.  IMany  peribns 
conjertiire,  that  the  Cape  is  gradually  wearing  away,  and  that  it  will 
j'nally  fall  a  facrifice  to  the  ravages  of  the  m  in'.'.s  and  the  feas,  and 
many  circtnnilances  favour  fuch  an  opinion.  At  Province-Town 
Harbourj  ftumps  of  trees  are  feen,  which  the  fea  now  covers  in  com- 
»noh  tide;;.  When  the  Engliih  firft  fettled  upon  the  Cape,  there 
was  an  ifiand  oft"  Chatham,  at  three  leagn-rs  diftance,  called  Webb's 
If  and,  containing  twenty  acres,  covered  with  red  cedar  or  favin  i 
the  inhabitants  of  Nantucket  ufed  to  fetch  wood  from  it.  This 
iii-nd  iwd  been  whoHy  wor;:  arvay  for  ahnuft  a  century.     A  iarga 

rock 
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rock  tint  was  upon  the  ifland,  nnd  which  fctticd  as  the  earth  Waflie4 
away,  now  marks  the  pl.icc ;  it  riles  as  imich  above  the  bottom  of 
the  lea,  as  it  uied  to  rile  above  the  furfacc  of  the  ground :  the  water 
is  fix  fathoms  deep  on  this  fpot  :  and  in  many  places  on  the  Cap? 
the  lea  is  evidently  encroaching  on  the  land. 

The  Cape  is  fo  cxpofed  to  winds  in  every  direction,  that  fruit  trees 
do  not  thrive  :  there  are  few  orchards  of  any  confequence  below 
Barnl^able  :  there  is  not  a  cyder  mill  in  the  country.  In  many 
places,  their  forefl  trees  have  more  the  appearance  of  a  prim  hedge 
than  of  timber. 

The  Cape,  however,  is  an  healthy  fitiiation,  except  for  thofeconfti- 
tutlons  which  are  too  delicate  for  the  piercing  winds  that  come  from 
the  lea,  and  the  inhabitant;:  in  general  live  as  long  as  in  the  other  parts 
of  the  northern  States. 

The  winds,  in  every  diredion,  come  from  the  fea  ;  and  invalids, 
by  vifiting  the  Cape,  fometimes  experience  the  fame  b^nefifas  from 
going  to  fea."* 

The  principal  bays  on  the  coaft  of  MafTachiifetts  are,  Ipfwich, 
Bofton,  Plymouth,  Barnllable,  and  Buzzard's  bays.  Many  iilands  are 
fcattered  along  the  coaft,  and  the  moit  noted  of  which  is  riuixj 
Ifland,  which  is  about  nine  mJes  in  length,  extending  from  Merri- 
mack river  on  the  north,  to  tiie  entrance  of  Ipluich  river  ot\  the 
louth,  and  is  ieparated  from  the  niain  land  by  a  narrow  found,  called 
Plum  Ifland  river,  fordable  in  feveral  places  at  lov/  water.  It  con- 
fiits  principally  of  land,  blown  into  curious  heaps,  and  crowned  with 
bullies  bearing  the  beach  plum.  There  is,  however,  a  valuable 
property  of  fait  marlli,  and  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  iri;uid  are  two  or 
three  good  farms  :  on  the  north  end  are  the  light-houfes  before 
mentioned:  on  the  fea  fliorc  of  this  ifland,  and  on  Salilbury  beach, 
the  Marine  Society,  and  other  gentlemen  of  Newbury  Port,  have 
humanely  erefted  feveral  fmall  houfes,  furnifliLd  with  fuel  and  other 
conveniencies,  for  the  relief  of  the  mariners  v.-ho  may  be  lliipwrecked 
on  this  coaft. 

ISLANDS. 

There  are  feveral  iflands  dependent  on  this  State,  the  principal  of 

which  is  Nantucket  Ifland  :  it  lies  foiith  of  Cape  Cod,   and  contains 

twenty-th.ree  thoufand  acres,  including  the  beach.     As  the  illand  is 

low  and  fandy,  it  is  calculated  only  for  thofe  people  who  are  wiliiuij 

'-*  See  MafTach'.ifeUs  Ma^aiine  for  March,  1791. 


132  GENERAX    DESCRIPTION 

to  depend  almoft  entirely   on  the   watery  element  for  fubfiftence* 
The  ifland  of  itfelf  conftitutes  one  county  by  the  name  of  Nantucket. 

,:It  has  but  one  town,  called  Sherborne,  and  fends  one  reprefentativeto 
the  General  Aflembly  :  Sherborne  confifts  of  about  five  hundred  and 
thirty  houfes,  that  have  been  framed  on  the  jnain ;  they  are  lathed 
and  plaftered  within,  handfomely  painted  and  boarded  without ;  each 
has  a  cellar  underneath,  built  with  ftones  fetched  alfo  from  the 
main  :  they  are  all  of  a  fimilar  conftruftion  and  appearance  ;  plain 
and  entirely  devoid  of  exterior  or  interior  ornament.  It  ftands  on  a 
rifing  fand-bank,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  harbour,  which  is  very  fafe 
from  all  winds,  and  regularly  afcends  toward  the  country,  and  in 
its  vicinage  there  are  feveral  fmall  fields  and  gardens,  (yearly  manured 
with  the  dung  of  the  cows  and  the  foil  of  the  ftreets)  in  which  there 
are  a  good  many  cherry  and  peach  trees  planted,  as  well  as  in  many 
other  places ;  the  apple-tree  does,  not  thrive  well,  and  therefore 
but  few  are  planted.  The  idand  contains  no  mountains,  yet  is  very 
uneven  ;  and  the  many  rifmg  grounds  and  eminences,  with  which  it 
is  filled,  have  formed  in  the  feveral  vallies  a  great  variety  of  fwamps, 
where  thelndian-grafs  and  the  blue-bent,  peculiar  to  fuch  foils,  grow 
with  tolerable  luxuriancy.  Some  of  the  fwamps  sbound  with  peat, 
which  ferves  the  poor  inftead  of  fire-wood.  There  are  fourteen 
ponds  on  this  illand,  all  extremely  ufeful,  fon>e  lying  tranfverfely 
almoft  acrofs  it,  which  greatly  help  to  divide  it  into  partitions  for  the 
iii'e  of  the  cattle  ;  others  abound  with  pecoliar  fifh  and  fea  fowl. — 
The  flreets  are  not  paved,  but  this  is  attended  with  little  inconve- 
nience, as  it  is  never  crowded  with  country  carriages ;  and  thofe  they 
have  in  the  town  are  feldom  made  ufe  of  but  in  the  time  of  coming 
in,  and  before  the  failing,  of  their  fleets. 

The  inhabitants  formerly  cai  ried  on  the  moft  confiderable  whale 
fifhery  on  the  coaft,  but  the  war  almoll  ruined  this  bufineis.  They 
ha\e  fince,  hcwever,  revived  it  again,  and  purfue  the  whales  even 
into  the  great  Pacific  Ocean. 

There  are  near  the  wharfs  a  great  many  ftorehoufes,  whore  th.c 
ftaple  commodity  is  depofited,  as  well  as  the  innumerable  materials 
which  are  always  wanted  to  repair  and  fit  out  fo  many  whalemen. 
They  have  three  docks,  each  three  hundred  feet  long,  and  extremely 
convenient;  at  the  head  of  which  there  are  ten  feet  of  water. — 
Thefe  docks  are  built,  like  thofe  in  Bofl:t)n,with  logs  fetched  from  the 
continent,  filled  with  ftonc;,  and  covcretl  with  fuid.  Between  thefe 
clocks  and  the  town  there  is  room  fuiiicicnt  for  the  landing  of  good?, 

and 

/ 
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and  for  the  pafTage  of  their  numerous  carts;  for  ahnofl:  every  man 
here  has  one  :  the  whaifs,  to  the  north  and  fouth  of  the  docks,  arc 
hiiilt  of  the  fame  materials,  and  give  a  ftranger,  at  his  fni\  hinding, 
a  high  idea  of  the  profpcrity  of  thefe  people:  there  is  room 
around  thefe  three  docks  for  three  hundred  fail  of  velFels.  When 
their  fleets  have  been  furceftful,  the  buftle  and  hurry  of  bufincfs  on  this 
fpct  for  fome  days  after  their  arrival,  would  make  a  ftranger  imagine 
that  Sherborne  was  the  capital  of  a  very  opulent  and  i-rge  province. 
On  that  point  of  land,  which  forms  the  weft  fide  of  the  harbour, 
flands  a  very  neat  light-houfc;  the  oppohte  peninfula,  called  Coitou, 
iecures  it  from  the  mort  dangerous  winds.  There  are  but  few 
arable  fields  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  town,  for  nothing 
can  be  more  fterilc  and  fandy  than  this  part  of  the  illand  ;  the 
inhabitants  have,  however,  with  unwearied  perfeverance,  by  bringing 
a  variety  of  manure,  and  by  cow-penning,  enriched  feveral  fpot?# 
where  they  raife  Indian  corn,  potatoes,  pompions,  turnips,  Sjc.  On 
the  higheft  part  of  this  fandy  eminence  four  windmills  grind  the 
grain  they  raife  and  import ;  and  contiguous  to  them  a  rope-walk  is 
to  be  fecn,  where  full  half  of  the  cordage  ufed  in  their  fidiing  is 
manufatTiured.  Between  the  fliores  of  the  harbour,  the  docks,  and 
the  town,  there  is  a  mofl:  excellent  piece  of  meadow,  inclofcd  and 
manured  with  fuch  coft  and  pains  as  fiiew  how  necelTary  and  pre- 
cious grafs  is  at  Nantucket.  Towards  the  point  of  Shcmah  the 
jfland  is  more  level  and  the  foil  better  ;  and  there  the  inhabitanta 
have  confiderable  lots  well  fenced  and  richly  manured.  There  are 
but  very  few  farms  on  this  ifland,  becaufe  there  are  but  very  few 
fpots  that  will  admit  of  cultivation  without  the  affiftance  of  dung  and 
other  manure,  which  is  very  expenfive  to  fetch  from  the  main. 
This  ifland  was  patented  in  the  year  1671  by  twenty-fevcn  pro- 
prietors, under  the  province  of  New-York,  which  then  claimed  al| 
the  iflands  from  the  Newny  Sink  to  Cape  Cod.  They  found  it  fo 
univerfally  barren,  and  fo  unfit  for  cultivation,  that  they  mutually 
agreed  not  to  divide  it,  as  rarh  could  neither  live  on,  nor  improve 
that  lot  which  might  fall  to  his  fliare:  they  then  caft  their  eyes  or\ 
the  fea,  and  finding  (hemrtlves  obliged  to  bccouie  Hflicrmcn,  they 
looked  for  a  harbour,  and  having  found  one,  they  determined  to 
build  a  town  in  its  neighbourhood  and  to  dwell  together  ;  for  that 
purpofe  they  furv eyed  as  much  ground  as  would  atTord  to  e;ich,  what 
is  generally  called  here,  a  home-lot.  Forfy  air;;s  were  thought 
fufficient  to  anfwcr  this  purpofe;    for  to  v;hat  end  Ihould   they 

covet 
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fovtt  more  land  than  they  could  improve,  or  even  inclofe  ?  not 
being  poireffed  of  a  iingle  tree  in  the  whole  extent  of  their  new  do- 
minion. -•■.',. 

This  idand  furniflies  the  naturalifts  with  few  or  no  objefts  worthy 
obfervation  :  it  appears  to  be  the  uneven  iummit  of  a  fandy  fubma- 
rine  mountain,  covered  here  and  there  with  foncl,  grafs,  a  few  cedar 
bnflic?,    and  fcrubby  oaks  ;  the   fwamps  are   much    more   valuable 
for  the  peat  they  contain  than  for  the  trifling  pailure  of  their  furface  ; 
thofe   declining  grounds  which  lead  to  the  fea  fliorcs  abound  with 
beach  graf^,  a  light  fodder  when  cut  and  cured,  but  very  good  when 
fed  green.     On  the  call:  fide   of  the  ifland  there  are  feveral  tracks 
of  fait   graflcs,  v/hich  being  carefully  fenced,  yield  a  confideiable 
quantity  of  that  wholtfome  fjdder.     Among  the   m  my  pjonds   or 
lakes  with  which  this  iiland  abounds,  there  are  iome  which  have  been 
made  by  the  intrufion  cf  the  fea,  fuch  as  Wiwidiah,  the  Long,  the 
Narrow,  and  feveral  others,  confequently  thofe  are  fait ;  at  peculiar 
high  tides  a  great  number  of  iiili  enter  into  them,  where  they  feed 
and   grow  l-rge,    pnd  at  fome  feafons   of    the  year,     the   inhabi-- 
tants  affembie  and  cut  down  the  fmall  bars  which  the  waves  always 
throw  up.     By  thefe   eaiy  means  the  waters  of  the  pond    aie    let 
out,  and  a^  the  fiili  foiJow  their  native  element,  the  inhabitants   with 
proper  nets   catuh  as  many  as  they  want  in  their  way  out  without 
any  other  trouble.     Thofe  which  are  moll:  common  are  the  llreaked 
bafs,  the  blue-fifli,   the  tom-cod,    the   mackai-cl,    the   tevv-tag,   the 
herring,  the  flounder,  eel,  &c.     f  ifhing  is  one  of  the  greatetl  dlver- 
fions  the  ifland  affords.      At  the  weft  end  lies  the  harbour  of  Mar- 
diket,   formed  by  Smith  Point  on  the  fouth-wcft,  by  Eel  Point  on 
the  nonh,  and  Tuckanut  Ifland  on  the  north-weft;  but  it  is  neither 
io  fafe  nor  fo  good  anchoring  ground  as  that  near  which  the  town 
{lands:  three  fmall  creeks   run   into  it,  which  yield  eels  of  a  bitter 
tafte.    Not  far  from  Shemah  Point  there  is  a  conflcierablc  track  of  even 
ground,  being  the  leaft  fandy  on  the  ifland.     It  is  divided  into  feveti 
iieldi-,  one  of  which  is  planted  by  that  part  of  the  comnnmity  whiclj 
are  eiitit!ed  to  it.     This  is  called  the  common  plantation,  a  Ample 
but  ufeful  expedient ;  for  were  each  holder  of  this  track  to  fence  his 
property,  it  would  require  a  prodigious  quantity  ot   pofts  and  rails, 
which  arc  to  be  purehaicd  and  i'ctched  from   the  nrnn.     Initead  oi 
thofe    private   fubdiviflons,  each  man's  allotment  of  land  is  throwrt 
uito  the  general  field,  which  is  fenced  at  the  expenie  of  the  parties; 
witlijn  it  every  one  does  with  his  own  portion  of  the.  ground  what- 
ever 
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fever  he  pkifes.  This  apparent  community  laves  a  very  marcrial 
cxpenfe,  a  grtat  deal  of  labour,  and,  perhaps,  raifes  a  fort  of  emula- 
tion among  them  which  urges  everyone  to  fertilize  his:  fl5arc  v>ith 
the  greatelt  care  and  attention.  Thus  every  feven  years  the  whole 
of  this  track  is  under  cultivation,  and  enriched  by  manure  ami 
ploughing,  yields  sftervvardfi  excellent  pafliire  ;  to  which  the  town 
cows,  amounting  to  five-hundred  or  more,  are  daily  led  by  the 
town  fliepherd,  andas  regularly  driven  back  in  the  evening,  -'ilie 
beit  land  on  the  ifland  is  at  Palpus,  remarkable  for  nothing  but  a 
houfe  of  entertainment.  Quayes  is  a  fmall  but  valuable  track,  long 
fincc  purchafed  by  a  Mr.  Coffin,  who  has  erected  the  bcfl:  houfe 
nn  the  illand.  By  long  attention,  proximity  of  the  fea,  &c.  this 
fertile  fpot  has  been  v.rll  manured,  and  is  now  the  garden  of  Nan- 
tucket. Adjoining  to  ir,  on  the  weft  hdc,  there  is  a  fmall  flream, 
on  which  there  is  erecled  a  fulling-mill ;  on  the  eaft  fide  is  the  lot, 
known  by  t!:t-  name  of  Squam,  watered  likevv-ife  by  a  Imajil  rivulet, 
on  which  frauds  another  fulling-mill.  Here  is  a  fine  loomv  foil, 
pi-oducing  excellent  clover,  which  is  mowed  twice  a  year.  Thele 
mills  prepare  all  the  cloth  which  is  made  here  :  having  fo  large  a 
flock  of  fhecp  the  inhabitants;  abound  in  wool ;  part  of  this  they 
export,  and  the  reft  is  fpun  by  their  induflrious  wives,  and  converted 
into  fubftantial  garments.  To  the  foiUh-ealT:  is  a  great  divifion  of 
the  iiland  fenced  by  itielf,  knou'n  by  the  name  of  Siafconcet  lot:  it 
is  a  very  uneven  track  of  ground  abounding  with  fwamps  ;  here  the 
inhabitants  turn  in  tlieii-  fat  cattle,  cr  fuch  as.  they  intend  to  ftalj- 
feed  for  their  winter  proviiions.  It  is  on  the  lliores  of  this  part  of 
the  ifland,  near  Pochick  Rip,  where  they  catch  their  beft  fifli,  fuch  as 
fea  bais,  tew-tag,  or  black  fifli,  cod,  fmelt,  perch,  flndine,  pike,  &c. 
They  have  erei::ted  a  few  fifliing-houfes  on  this  faore,  as  well  as 
at  Sankate'<!  Head  and  Sufl^akatche  Beach,  w-here  the  fifliermen 
dwell  in  the  fifinng  feafon.  Many  red  cedar  bulhes  and  beach  crafs 
grow  on  tb.e  penini'ula  of  CoitoU  ;  the  foil  is  light  and  fandv,  and 
lerves  as  a  receptacle  for  rabbits.  It  is  here  that  fhcdr  ihcep  find 
ftxelter  in  the  (now  ftorms  of  the  winter.  At  the  north  end  of  \an- 
tucket,  there  is  a  long  point  of  land  projeding  far  into  tho  fea, 
called  Sandy  Point ;  nothing  grows  on  it  but  plain  grafs ;  and  thiol 
is  the  place  where  the  inhabitants  often  catch  porpoilcs  and  flnrks, 
On  this  point  they  com'noniy  drive  their  hoifes  iii  the  foring  <>i  the 
year,  in  order  to  feed  on  the  grafs  it  beajs,  which  is  uielcls  wheh 
arrived  at  maturity.     Between  this  poiiit  and  the  main  illand  theye 


i^6  GENERAL    DESCRIFTTON' 

is  a  valuable  fait  meadow,  called  Crofkaty,  with  a  pond  of  the  fam* 
name,  famous  for  black  ducks.  Squam  abounds  in  clover  and  herds* 
grafs ;  thofe  who  poffefs  it  follow  no  maritime  occupation,  and 
therefore  neglett  nothing  that  can  render  it  fertile  and  profitable. 
The  reft  of  the  undefcribtd  part  of  the  ifland  is  open,  and  ferves  as 
a  common  pallure  for  their  flieep.  To  the  weft  of  the  ifland  is 
Tackanuck,  where^  in  the  fpring,  their  young  cattle  are  driven  to 
feeci ;  it  has  a  few  oak  bullies,  and  two  frelh  water  pondsj  abounding 
with  teals,  brandts,  and  many  other  lea  fowls,  brought  to  this  ifland 
by  the  proximity  of  their  flind  banks  and  fliallows  ;  where  thou- 
fands  are  feen  feeding  at  low  water.  Here  they  have  neither  wolves 
nor  foxes ;  thofe  inhabitants,  therefore,  who  live  out  of  town,  raifej 
with  all  fecurity,  as  much  poultry  as  they  want*  In  fummer  this 
climate  is  extremely  pleafant,  the  heats  being  tempered  by  the  lea 
breezes,  with  which  it  is  perpetually  refreflied.  In  the  wintcrj  how- 
ever, the  inhabitants  pay  feverely  for  thofe  advantages ;  it  is  ex- 
tremely cold  ;  the  north-weft  wind,  after  having  efcaped  from  the 
mountains  and  forefts,  free  from  all  impediment  in  its  fliort  paflagej 
blows  with  redoubled  force,  and  renders  this  ifland  bleak  and  un- 
comfortable. On  the  other  hand,  the  goodnefs  of  the  houfes,  the 
ibcial  hofpitality  of  their  inhabitants,  and  their  good  cheer,  make 
ample  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  feafon. 

This  ifland,  as  has  been  already  hinted,  appears  to  be  the  fummit 
of  fome  huge  fandy  mountain,  affording  fome  acres  of  dry  land 
for  the  habitation  of  man  ;  other  fubmarine  ones  lie  to  the  fouthward 
of  this,  at  different  depths  and  different  diftances.  This  dangerous 
region  is  well  known  to  the  mariners  by  the  name  of  Nantucket 
Shoals :  thefe  are  the  bulwarks  which  lb  powerfully  defend  this  ifland 
from  the  impulfe  of  the  mighty  ocean,  and  repel  the  force  of  iti 
waves,  which,  but  for  thefe  accumulated  barriers,  would  eie  now  have 
difl"olved  its  foundations,  and  torn  it  in  pieces.  Thefe  are  the  banks 
which  afforded  to  the  tirft  inhabitants  of  xMantucket  their  daily  fub- 
fiftence  ;  it  was  from  thefe  flioals  that  they  drew  the  origin  of  that 
wealth  wliicli  they  now  poflefs ;  and  it  was  the  fchool  where  they 
lirft  learned  how  to  venture  farther,  as  the  fifli  of  their  coaft  receded. 
The  fl)orts  of  this  ifland  abound  with  the  foft-flielled,  the  hard, 
flielled,  and  the  gieat  fca  chsms,  a  iiiofr  nutritious  fhell-fifli :  their 
fandb,  their  Ihalluus,  are  covtrtd  with  tlicm  ;  they  multiply  fo  faft 
that  they  arc  a  never-failing  refourre.  Thefe,  and  the  great  variety 
©f  flfli  they  ci'.tch,  cui;lVuutc  the  t:»rinc)nal  food  o:  the  inhabitants. 
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it  was  likewlfe  that  of  the  aborigines,  whom  the  firft  fettlers  found 
here  ;  the  pofterily  of  whom  ilill  live  together  ia  d-'cent  houics  along 
the  ftiores  of  Miacomet  pond^  on  the  fouth  fide  of  the  illand  :  they 
are  an  induftrious,  harmlcfs  race,  as  expert  and  as  fond  of  a  fcafaring 
life  as  their  fellow  inhabitants,  the,whii.e3. 

This  iflarid  is  become  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  known  by 
the  name  of  Nantucket.  The  inhabitants  enjoy  here  the  fame  mu- 
nicipal eftablifhment  in  common  with  the  reft  ;  and,  therefore,  every 
requifite  officer,  fuch  as  flieriff,  juftice  of  the  peace,  fupervifors, 
afleflbrs,  conftables,  overfeers  of  the  poor,  &c.  The  taxes  are  pro- 
portioned to  thofe  of  the  m.etropolis ;  they  are  levied  by  valuations, 
agreed  on  and  fixed  acconling  to  the  laws  of  the  province,  and  by 
afllffments  formed  by  the  adeflbrs,  who  are  yearly  chofen  by  the 
people,  and  whofe  office  obliges  them  to  take  either  an  oath  or  an 
affirmation.  Two-thirds  of  the  magilfrates  they  have  here,  are  of  the 
fociety  of  Friends. 

The  inhabitants,  efpecially  the  fem.ales,  are  fondly  attached  to 
the  illand,  and  few  wilh  to  migrate  to  a  more  dcfirabie  fituation. 

They  are  principally  Quakers  ;  but  there  is  one  fociety  of  Con- 
gregationalifts.  Forty  years  ago  there  were  three  congregations  of 
Indians,  each  of  which  had  a  houfe  for  worfliip  and  a  teacher  :  their 
laft  Indian  paftor  died  ten  years  fince,  and  was  a  worthy,  refpeclable 
charafter. 

Ifland  of  Martha's  Vineyard,  which  lies  a  little  to  the  weftward  of 
Nantucket,  is  about  twenty-one  miles  in  length  and  from  feven  to 
eight  miles  in  breadth  :  it  lies  nine  miles  from  the  continent,  and, 
with  the  Elizabeth  Iflands,  forms  one  of  the  counties  of  Maffachufetts 
bay,  known  by  the  name  of  Duke's  County.  Thofe  latter^  which 
are  fix  in  number,  are  about  nine  miles  diflant  from  the  Vineyard, 
and  are  all  famous  for  excellent  dairies.  A  good  ferry  is  eftabliflied 
between  Edgar-Town  and  Falmouth  on  the  main,  the  diilance  be- 
ing nine  miles.  Martha's  Vineyard  is  divided  into  three  townfliips; 
viz.  Edgar,  Chilmark,  and  Tifbury.  Edgar  is  the  beil  fea-port,  and 
the  fliire  town  ;  and  as  its  foil  is  light  and  fandy,  many  of  its 
inhabitants  follow  the  examp'e  of  the  people  of  Nantucket.  The 
town  of  Chilmark  has  no  good  harbour,  but  the  land  is  excellent, 
and  no  way  inferior  to  any  on  the  continent:  it  contains  excellent 
paftures,  convenient  brooks  for  mills,  ftone  for  fencing,  &.'c.  The 
town  of  Tifbury  is  remarkable  for  the  excellence  of  its  timber,  and 
has  a  harbour  v^here  the  water  is  deep  enough  for  fhips  of  the  line. 

Vol,  II,  T  The 


138  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

Ths  flock  of  the  ifland  is  more  than  twenty  thoufand  iheep,  t\^e 
thoiifand  neat  rattle,  befides  horfes  and  goats  ;  they  have  alfo  fom?? 
deer,  and  abundance  ol"  fea-fowls.  This  has  been  from  the  begin- 
ning, and  is  to  this  day  the  principal  feminary  of  the  Indians  ;  they 
live  on  that  part  of  the  ifland  which  is  called  Chapoquidick,  and 
were  very  early  chriftianifed  by  the  refpet^table  family  of  the  Mahews^ 
the  firft  proprietors  of  it.  The  firfl  fettler  of  that  name  conveyed 
by  will  to  a  favourite  daughter  a  certain  part  of  It,  on  which  there 
grew  matiy  wild  vines  j  thence  it  was  called  Martha's  Vineyard,  after 
he'r  name,  which  in  procefs  of  tifne  extended  to  the  whole  ifland. 
The  pofterity  of  theancrent  Aborigines,  remain  here  on  lands  which 
their  forefathers  referved  for  themfelves,  and  which  are  religioufly 
kept  from  any  incroachments.  The  Indians  here  appear  by  the 
decency  of  their  manners,  their  induftry,  and  neatnefs,  to  be  no  way 
inferior  to  many  of  the  inhabitants  ; — like  them,  they  are  labo- 
rious and  religious,  which  are  the  principal  charafteriftics  of  the 
four  New-England  provinces  ;  they  often  go,  like  the  young  men  ot 
the  Vineyard,  to  Nantucket,  and  hire  themfelves  for  v;halemen  or 
fifliermen  ;  and,  indeed,  their  fkill  and  dexterity  in  all  fca  affairs  is 
nothing  inferior  to  that  of  the  whites.  The  latter  are  divided  into 
tv/o  claifes;  the  firfl  occupy  the.  land,  which  they  till  with  admirdble 
care  and  knowledge  ;  the  fecond,  who  are  poiTeired  of  none,  appl)- 
themfelves  to  the  fca,  the  general  refoiu'ce  of  mankind  in  this  part 
of  the  world.  This  illand,  therefore,  like  Nantucket,  is  become  a 
great  nurfen.^,  which  fupplies  with  pilots  and  feam.en,  the  numerous 
coafiers  with  which  this  extended  part  of  America  abounds.  Go 
where  you  will,  from  Nova  Scotia  to  the  Mifllflippi,  you  will  find 
almofc  every  Vvhcre  lome  natives  of  thefe  two  iflands  employed  in 
f^afaring  occupations.  Their  climate  is  fo  favourable  to  population, 
that  marriage  is  the  object  of  every  man's  earliefl  wifli  ;  and  it  is  a 
bleffing  fo  eafily  obtained,  that  great  numbers  arc  obliged  to  quit 
their  native  land  r.nd  go  to  fome  other  countries  in  quell  of  fub- 
fiflence. 

Here  are  to  be  found  the  mofl  expert  pilots  either  for  the  great 
bay,  their  found,  Nantucket  flioals,  or  the  dificrent  ports  in  their 
neighbourhood.  In  ftormy  weather  they  arc  always  at  fea  looking 
out  for  vefTcls,  which  they  board  with  fmgular  dexterity,  and  hardly 
ever  fail  to  bring  fafe  to  their  intended  harbour. 

Gayhead,  the  wcflcrmofl  part  of  the  illand,  containing  about  twa 
thoufand  four  hundred  acres,  is  ve:y  gocd  tillage  land,  rnd  is  wholly 
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occupied  by  Indians,  but  not  well  cultivated.  One-third  of  this  traift 
is  the  property  of  the  Enghfli  fociety  for  propagating  the  gofpcl  ia 
New-England.  The  piincipal  prodmftions  of  the  illand  are  corn, 
rye,  and  oats.  They  raife  flicep  and  cattle  in  confiderable  numberi., 
The  inhabitants  of  this  county  fend  three  reprefentativcs,  and, 
in  conjunftion  with  Nantucket,  oncfenator  to  the  General  Court. 

The  other  iflands  of  confideration  are  in  r.IafTlichufetts  Bay,  which 
is  agreeably  diverfified  by  about  forty  of  various  fizes :  fevcn  of  theixi 
only  are  within  the  jurifdiction  of  the  town  of  Boflon,  and  taxed 
with  it.  Caftle  liland  is  about  three  miles  from  Boiton,  and  contains 
about  eighteen  acres  of  land.  The  buildings  arc  the  Govcrnor.'s 
houfe,  a  magazine,  gaol,  barracks,  and  workfliops.  In  June,  1792, 
there  were  confined  on  this  illand  feventy-feven  convicts,  who  were 
employed  in  the  manufadure  of  nails,  and  guarded  by  a  company  of 
between  (ixty  and  feventy  foldiers.  The  fort  on  this  illand  com- 
mands the  entrance  of  the  harbour  :  here  were  mounted  in  1792  fifty 
pieces  of  cannon,  and  forty-four  others  difmounted;  fince  that  period 
the  fortifications  have  been  much  improved. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

In  Maflachufetts  are  to  be  found  all  the  varieties  of  foil,  from  very 
good  to  very  bad,  capable  of  yielding  all  the  different  produdions 
common  to  the  climate,  fuch  as  Indian  corn,  rye,  wheat,  barley,  oats, 
hemp,  flax,  hops,  potatoes,  field  beans  and  peas — apples,  pears, 
peaches,  plums,  cherries,  &c.  It  has  been  obferved,  that  the  efFcfts 
of  the  eaft  winds  extend  farther  inland  than  formerly,  and  injure  the 
tender  fruits,  particularly  the  peach,  and  even  the  more  hardy  apple. 
The  average  produce  of  the  good  lands,  well  cultivated,  has  been 
eftimated  as  follows :  forty  bufliels  of  corn  on  an  acre — thirty  of 
barley — twenty  of  wheat — thirty  of  rye — one  hundred  of  potatoes. 
The  flaple  commodities  of  this  State  arc  filli,  beef,  and  lumber. 

Iron  ore  in  immenfe  quantities  is  found  in  various  parts  of  this 
State,  particularly  in  the  old  colony  of  Plymouth. 

Copper  ore  is  found  at  Leverett,  in  the  county  of  Hampfliire,  and 
at  Attleborough,  in  the  county  of  Briftol.  Several  mines  of  blaek 
lead  have  been  difcovered  in  Brimfield,  in  Hampfliire  county;  and 
white  pipe-clay,  and  yellow  and  red  ochre,  at  Martha's  Vineyard. 
AUum  date,  or  llone,  has  been  found  in  fome  parts  ;  and  alfo  rud- 
dle, or  a  red  earth,  which  has  been  ufed  as  a  ground  colour  for  prim- 
ing, inftead  of  Spanifli-brown.     In  a  quarry  of  lime-ftone,  in  the 
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parifli  of  Byefield,  in  the  county  of  EfTex,  is  found,  ihc  JforJIo!,  or 
incombuftible  cotton,  as  it  has  been  called.  Marble  has  been  found 
in  the  fame  vicinity,  and  it  is  conje6tured  thai  there  are  coi  fiderable 
beds  of  it.  The  fpecimens  of  it  already  exhibited  have  b:en  beauti- 
fully variegated  in  colour,  p.nd  ad:riit  an  admirable  poiiili.  A  marble 
quarry  at  Lanefborough  aftbrds  very  good  marble. 

Several  mineral  fprings  have  been  found  In  different  parts  of  the 
State,  particularly  at  Lynn,  Wrentham,  Menotom.y  Parifli  in  Cam- 
bridge, &:c,  but  none  are  celebrated  as  places  cf  refort  for  invalids. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  eleven  counties;  viz.  Suffolk,  Effex, 
Middlefex,  Hampfhire,  Plymouth,  Briflol,  Barnftable,  Worcefler, 
and  Berkfliire,  on  the  continent,  and  Duke's  and  Nantucket  counties 
in  the  iflands  of  Nantucket.  Martha's  Vineyard,  &c.  Tliefe  counties 
contain  two  hundi'ed  and  fixty-five  towns,  the  principal  of  which  are 
as  follow : 

I;osTO^r.    ^     .      >.        :'■  •■  :■ 

This  is  the  chief  town  of  tfie  county  of  Suffolk,  and  the  capital 
jiot  only  of  MafTachufetts,  but  ot  New-England,  and  lies  in  latitude 
42"  23'  N.  It  is  built  on  a  peninfula  of  an  irregular  form,  at  the 
bottom  of  Maflachufetts  i3ay.  The  neck  or  ifthmus  which  joins  the 
peninfula  to  the  continent,  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  town,  and  leads 
to  R'oxbuiy;  the  length  of  the  town  itfelf  is  not  quite  "two  niiies, 
its  breadth  is  various ;  at  the  entrance  from  Roxbury  it  is  narrow  ; 
the  greateft  breadth  is  one  mile  and  one  hundred  and  thirty-nine 
yards ;  the  buildings  in  the  town  cover  about  one  thoufand  acres. 

In  this  town  there  are  feventy-nine  ftreets,  thirty-eight  lanes,  and 
twenty-one  alltvs,  exclufive  of  fquares  and  courts ;  and  about  eighty 
wharfs  and  qiinys  very  convenient  for  vefFels ;  the  principal  wharf 
extends  fix  hundred  yards  into  the  fea,  and  is  covered  on  the  north 
fide  with  large  and  convenient  llores ;  it  far  exceeds  any  other  wharf 
in  the  United  States. 

In'Bofton  are  fevcnteen  houfes  for  public  worfliip  ;  of  which  nine 
are  for  Congrcgationalilis,  three  for  Epifcopalians,  two  for  Baptifls, 
one  for  the  Friends,  one  for  Lniverfalift?,  and  one  for  Roman  Catho- 
lics :  there  are  alio  fe\'eral  public  fchools,  llatc  banks,  &c.  which  we 
Ihall  notice  under  their  reij;ciftive  heatis.  The  other  public  build- 
ings are  the  flatc  houle,  court  houfe,  goal,  Faneuil  hall,  ;;n  alms 
houfe,  a  workhoufe,  a  bridewell,  and  powder  magazine,  Sec.  SiC, 
1  That 
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That  building  which  was  formerly  the  /overnor's  houfc,  is  now  oc- 
cupiea  m  its  leveral  aDartments,  by  the  council,  the  treafurer,  and 
the  lecrerary ;  the  two  latter  hold  their  offices  in  it.  Moil  of  the 
public  b'.iil  '<ngs  are  handfome,  and  iome  of  them  are  elegant.  The 
town  is  irregularly  built,  but,  as  it  lies  in  a  circular  form  around  the 
harbour,  it  exhibits  a  very  handfome  view  as  you  approach  it  from 
t-he  fea.  On  the  weft  fide  of  the  town  is  the  mall,  a  vcr}'  beautiful 
public  walk,  adorned  with  rows  of  trees,  and  in  view  of  the  com- 
mon, which  is  always  open  to  refrefliing  breezes-  Beacon  hill,  on 
which  a  handfome  monument,  commemorative  of  fome  (of  the 
unoft  important  events  of  the  late  war,  has  lately  been  erected, 
overlooks  the  town  from  the  weit,  and  atfords  a  fine  variegated 
prolpeift. 

The  harbour  of  Boilon  is  fafe,  and  large  enough  to  contain  five 
hundred  fliips  at  anchor,  in  a  good  depth  of  water ;  while  the  en- 
trance is  fo  narrow  as  fcarcely  to  admit  two  fliips  abreaft.  It  is  di- 
verfified,  as  we  have  already  obferved,  with  forty  iflands,  which  af- 
ford rich  pafturage,  hay,  and  grain.  About  three  miles  from  the 
town  is  the  caftle,  which  commands  the  entrance  of  the  harbo\ir. 

The  market  in  this  town  isfupplied  with  abundance  of  beef,  pork, 
mutton,  lamb,  veal,  and  poultry,  and  of  a  quality  equal  to  any  in  the 
world,  and  alfo  with  meal,  butter,  cheeie,  roots,  vegetables,  and  fruits 
of  various  kinds,  in  great  plenty.  The  lifh  market  is  alfo  excellent, 
and  not  only  furnilhes  the  tables  of  the  rich  with  fome  of  the  greatelt 
dainties,  but  is  alfo  a  fingukr  bleffing  to  the  poor. 

At  an  annual  meeting  in  March,  (even  feleft  men  are  chofen  for 
the  more  immediate  government  of  the  town;  al  the  fame  time  arc 
elefted  a  town  clerk,  a  town  treafurer,  twelve  overfeers  of  the  poor, 
twelve  firewards,  twelve  clerks  of  the  market,  twelve  fcavengers, 
and  twelve  conftables,  befides  a  number  of  other  officers.  Attempts 
have  been  made  to  change  the  government  of  the  town  from  its  pre- 
fent  form  to  that  of  a  city,  but  the  propofed  form  not  being  confo- 
nant  to  the  democratic  fpirit  of  the  body  of  the  peoplq,  it  has  been 
rejected. 

Bofton  was  fettled  as  early  as  the  year  1630,  from  Charlef^on. 
The  peninfula  was  called,  by  the  natives,  Shawmut ;  but  the  inha- 
bitants of  Charlefton,  from  the  view  they  had  of  three  hilk,  called  it 
Trimountain.  The  new  inhabitants,  however,  named  it  Boflon, 
out  of  rcfpe£t  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Cotton,  formerly  a  minifter  of  Bofton, 
in  England,  who  was  expefted  to  come  over  to  New -England.  He  was 
afterwards  miniftfr  of  the  firfi  ckioch. 

Jt 


142  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

It  has  been  computed,  that  daring  the  fiege  in  1773,  as  many 
houfes  were  deftroyed  in  Bofton  by  the  Britifti  troops,  as  were  burnt 
in  Charleflon.  Since  the  peace  a  fpirit  of  repairs  and  improvement 
has  difFufed  itfelf  among  the  inhabitants.  The  ftieets  of  late  have 
been  lighted  with  lamps,  at  the  expenfe  of  the  town  ;  and  fome  fmall 
beginnings  have  been  made  towards  improving  the  ftreets  by  new 
paving  them,  which  it  is  hoped  will  ftimulate  to  like  improvements 
throu '^h  the  town.  The  principal  maaufaftures  here,  are,  rum, 
beer,  paper  hangings,  of  which  twenty-four  thoufand  pieces  are  an- 
nually made,  loaf  fiigar,  cordage,  cards,  fail  cloth,  fpermaceti  and 
tallow  candles,  glafs ; — there  are  thirty  diftillqries,  two  breweries, 
eight  fugar  houfes,  and  eleven  rope  walks.  A  few  years  may  render 
the  metropolis  of  Maflachufetts  as  famed  for  arts,  manufadures  and 
commerce,  as  any  city  in  the  United  States. 

SALEM. 

This  is  the  fecond  town  for  fize  in  the  Commonwealth,  and  tl-ve 
capital  of  the  county  of  Eilex,  containing  nine  hundred  and  twen^y- 
ei-^ht  houfes,  and  except  Plymouth,  the  oldeft  ;  it  was  fettled  iq 
1628,  by  Governor  Endicot,  and  was  called  by  the  Indians,  Naum- 
kea-f .  Here  are  a  meeting  of  Quakers,  an  epifcopal  church  and  five 
congregational  focieties.  The  town  is  fituated  on  a  peninfula, 
formed  by  two  fmall  inlets  of  the  fea,  called  North  and  South  ri- 
vers. The  former  of  thefe  palfes  into  Beverly  Harbour,  and  has  a 
draw-bridge  acrofs  it,  built  many  years  ago  at  private  expenfe. — At 
this  place  fome  part  of  the  fliippingof  the  town  is  fitted  out ;  but  the 
principal  harbour  and  place  for  bufinefs  is  on  the  other  fide  of  the 
tov/n,  at  South  river,  if  that  may  be  properly  called  a  river,  which 
depends  on  the  flowing  of  the  fea  for  the  vv-ater  it  contains.  So 
fhoal  is  this  harbour,  that  vellels  which  draw  more  than  ten  or  twelve 
feet  of  water,  mutt  be  laden  and  unladen  at  a  diftance  from  the  uharfs 
by  the  afiiftance  of  lighters.  Notwithfranding  this  inconvenience, 
more  navigation  is  owned,  and  more  trade  carried  on  in  Salem  than 
in  any  port  in' the  Commonwealth,  Bofton  excepted.  The  fifliery, 
the  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies,  to  Europe,  to  the  coafi:  of  Africa,  to 
the  Eail-Indics,  and  the  freighting  bufiiiefs  from  the  fouthern  States, 
are  here  all  purfiied  with  energy  and  fpirit.  The  enterprise  of 
the  merchants  of  this  place  is  equalled  by  nothing  but  their  indetati- 
jable  induftry  and  feve  re  economy.  This  latter  virtue  forms  a  dif- 
•  tinguiHiing  feature  in  the  chavador  of  the  people  of  this  town.  Some 
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pcrron>  of  rnnk,  in  former  times,  having  Ccirried  it  to  an  unbe- 
coming length,  gave  a  charac'^er  to  the  people  in  general  of  a  dif- 
gracefvil  pailimony.  But,  whether  this  reproach  was  ever  jiiftly 
applied  in  i"o  extenfive  a  meafiue  or  not,  nothing  can  be  more  inju- 
rious than  to  continue  it  at  the  prcfent  time  ;  for  it  may  juftly  be 
laid  of  the  inhabitants  of  Salem  at  this  day,  that,  with  a  laudable  at- 
tention to  the  ncquifition  of  property,  they  exhibit  a  public  fpirit 
and  hofpitality,  alike  honourable  to  themfelves  and  their  country.  A 
general  plainnefs  and  neatnefs  in  drefs,  buildings  and  equipage,  and 
a  certain  ftillnefs  and  gravity  of  manner,  perhaps  in  fome  degree 
peculiar  to  commercial  people,  diftinguiih  them  from  the  citizens 
of  the  metropolis.  Ic  is  indeed  to  be  w  fliod  that  the  fober  induftry 
here  fo  univerfally  pradifed,  may  become  more  extenfive  through 
the  Union,  and  form  the  national  character  of  the  federal  Ame- 
ricans. 

A  court  houfe,  built  in  1786,  at  the  joint  expenfe  ofthecountv 
and  tou'n,  forms  a  principal  ornament,  and  is  executed  in  a  llyle  of 
archite£lure  that  would  add  to  the  elegance  of  any  city  in  the  Union. 
The  Supreme  Judicial  Court  holds  a  term  here  the  fecond  Tueiday 
of  November,  the  Courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Sellions,  the  fe- 
cond Tuefday  of  March  and  September. 

A  manufaftory  of  duck  and  fail  cloth  has  been  lately  instituted 
here,  and  is  profecuted  with  much  fpirit. 

MARBLEHEAD. 

Sonth-eaft  from  Salem,  and  four  miles  diftance  from  it,  in  the 
fame  counry,  lies  Marblehead,  containing  one  epifcopal,  and  two 
congregational  churches,  befides  a  fmall  fociety  of  feparatifts.  The 
chief  attention  of  this  town  is  devoted  to  the  bank  filhery,  and  more 
is  done  in  that  line  than  in  any  port  in  the  government.  The  late 
war  putting  a  total  flop  to  this  bufinefs,  and  vafl:  numbers  of  the 
men  before  employed  in  it  being  loft  by  land  and  water,  the  peace 
found  thofe  who  furvived  in  circumflances  of  great  diftrefs.  Great 
exertions  were  made  to  revive  the  former  courfe  of  bufinefs,  and  it  i? 
lamented  by  every  friend  to  induftry  and  the  profperity  of  the 
country',  that  thefe  exertions  have  not  been  crovvned  with  more  fuc- 
ccfs  ;  every  thing  here  has  more  and  more  the  fymptoms  of  decay. 
The  great  number  of  widows  and  orphans  caufed  by  the  war,  and 
left  at  the  clofe  of  it  to  the  charge  of  the  town,  are  a  melancholy 
burthen  which  nothing  lefs  than  governmental  aid  caa  relieve.     A 

lottery 


144  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

lottery  has  been  granted  by  the  legiflature  for  the  double  purpofe  of 
leffeiiing  the  weight  of  this  burthen,  and  repairing  the  fea  wal,  which 
protefts  the  harbour,  and  which  was  in  imminent  danger  of  giving 
way,  to  the  great  detrimentj  if  not  utter  ruin  of  the  port. 

A  pecuHarity  obfervable  in  this^  as  well  as  other  fifliing  towns, 
may  be  worthy  mentioning.  The  Ipring,  fummer,  and  autumn, 
being  entirely  occupied  in  the  laborious  purfait  of  their  employment, 
leaves  no  time  for  amufement.  In  winter^  every  thing  is  different, 
.There  are  few  calls  to  labour,  and  all  are  devoted  to  mirth  and  jol= 
lity.  A  continual  round  of  gaiety  and  diliipation  occupies  the  fiflier- 
man's  time,  until  returning  fp:ing  calls  him  to  returning  labour^ 
which  he  then  purfues  as  eagerly  as  he  did  juft  before  his  amufe- 
tucnts. 

kew'bury  port. 

Newbury  Port,  in  EiTex,  originally  part  of  Newbury,  from  which 
its  incorporation  detached  it  in  1764,  and  by  which,  and  Merri- 
mack, river,  it  is  wholly  encircled,  is  perhaps  the  moft  limited  in  its 
extent  of  land,  of  any  townfliip  in  the  Commonwealth,  containing 
but  about  fix  hundred  and  forty  acres.  Here  are  four  houfes  for  pub- 
lic worfliipj  viz.  one  Epifcopalian,  one  Prelbytenan,  and  two  Con- 
gregational. It  was  formerly  rtmarkablc  for  the  number  of  vefi'eU 
annually  built  here  ;  but  fince  the  commencement  of  the  late  vvari 
this  buiinefs  has  in  a  great  degree  failed,  and  no  manufaclure  of  con- 
fcquencc  has  yet  fupplied  its  place.  The  continental  ft igates,  the 
Bor.TON  and  Ha.vcock,  were  built  here,  befides  many  large  private 
armed  ilups,  during  the  war.  The  trade  to  the  Weft-Indies  is  carried 
on  here  with  much  fpirit  and  to  great  amount.  Large  quantities  of  rum 
are  diftilled,  which  is  principally  exported  to  the  louthern  States. 
Some  veflelsare  employed  in  the  freighting  bufinefs,  and  a  few  in  the 
filhery.  In  November,  1790,  there  were  owned  in  this  port  fix 
fliips,  forty-five  brigantines,  thirty-nine  Ichconers,  and  twenty-eight 
{loops,  in  the  whole  eleven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  feventy  tons. 
A  term  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  General  Scfiions  is  held 
here  on  the  iaft  Tuclday  in  September. 


irswiCH. 


Ipfvvich,  by  the  Indians  called  Agawam,  in  the  county  of  Effex, 
is  thirty-two  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Bofton,  i,s  divided  into  five  pa- 
rifhfs.  An  excellent  ftoae  bi  idge,  acrofi  Ipfwich  river,  compofed 
ot"  two  arches,  with  one  iolid  pier  in  the  bed  of  the  river,  conucds 

tiic 
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tKe  two  parts  of  the  town,  aad  was  executed  under  the  diredion  of 
the  late  Honoural^le  Judge  C  ho  ate,  in  a  ftyk  of  ftrength  and  neat- 
uefs  hitherto  unequalled  in  this  country.  This  was  heretofore  a 
place  of  much  more  confideration  than  at  prefect.  Its  decline  is  at- 
tributed to  a  barred  harbour  and  fhoal  rivers.  Its  natural  fituatioii 
is  very  pleafant,  and  on  all  accounts  excellently  well  calculated  to  be 
a  large  manufacfturing  town.  The  fupreme  judicial  court,  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Seffions,  are  held  here  once  in  a  year  ; 
and  from  its  central  fituatlon,  appears  to  be  the  molt  convenient, 
place,  for  ail  the  courts  and  public  ofrices.of  the  county. 

CHARLESTON. 

Charlefton,  called  by  the  aboriginal  inhabitants,  Mifhawum,  lies 
north  of  Bofton,  with  which  it  is  connected  by  Charles  river  bridge, 
and  is  the  principal  town  in  Middlcfex  county.  The  town,  pro- 
perly 10  called,  is  built  on  a  peninfula,  formed  by  Myftic  river,  on 
the  eaft,  and  a  bay,  fetting  up  from  Charles  river  on  the  weft.  It  is 
very  advantageoxiUy  fituated  for  health,  -  navigation,  trade,  and  ma- 
imfafturee  of  almoft  all  the  various  kinds.  A  dam  acrofs  the  mouth 
of  the  bay,  which  fets  up  from  Charles  river,  wefl  of  the  tov/n, 
would  afford  a  great  number  of  mill  feats  for  manufa£lurers.  Bunker, 
Breed's,  and  Cobble,  now  Barrel's,  hills,  are  celebrated  in  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  American  Revolution  ;  and  no  lefs  fo  for  the  elegant  and 
delightful  profpccls  which  they  afford  of  Boflon,  and  its  charmingly 
variegated  harbour — of  Cambridge  and  its  colleges,  and  of  an  ex- 
tenfive  tracl  of  highly  cultivated  country. 

The  deftniftion  of  this  town  by  the  Britifli,  in  1775,  we  have 
mentioned  in  the  hiftorical  iketch  we  have  given  of  the  war.  Before 
its  deftruclion,  feveral  branches  of  manufadures  were  carried  on  to 
great  advantage,  fome  of  which  have  been  lince  revived;  particu- 
larly the  manu&iSlure  of  ;ot  and  pearl  afh,  rum,  fliips,  leather  in  all 
its  branches,  fllver,  tin,  brafs  and  pewter. 

CAMBRIDGE    AND    CONCORD. 

Thefe  are  the  moft  conliderable  inland  towns  in  the  county  of 
Middlefex,  the  former  is  four  miles  from  Bofton,  and  is  a  pleafant 
town,  and  the  feat  of  the  univerfity.     The  latter  is  nineteen  miles 

*  In  three  years,  ending  I79r,  cishty  pcrfjns  died,  nineteen  of  whom  were  upwards 
«f  fixty  years  old  j  ten  were  upwards  of  fevcnr\-  ;  four  upwards  o{  eighty,  and  one 
ninety. 

Vol.  II,  U  N.W. 
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N.  W.  of  Boflron,  and  is  alfo  a  pleafant,  healthy,  thriving  town. 
The  Provincial  Congrefs  fat  in  Concord  in  1774,  and  the  general 
court  have  frequently  held  their  feflions  here  uhen contagious  difeafes 
have  prevailed  in  the  capital.  This  town  is  rendered  famous  in  hif- 
tory  by  its  being  the  place  where  the  firft  oppofition  was  made  to  the 
Britifli  troop-s,  on  the  memorable  19th  of  April,  1775.  The  public 
buildings  are,  a  congregational  church,  a  fpacious  Hone  gaol,  the 
befl  in  New-England^  and  a  county  court  houfe.  The  town  is  ac- 
commodated with  three  handfome  bridges,  one  of  which  is  two  hun- 
dred and  eight  feet  long,  and  eighteen  feet  wide,  fupported  by  twelve 
piers,  built  after  the  manner  of  Charles  river  bridge  ;  in  1791,  there 
were  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and  ninety  inhabitants  in  this  town, 
eighty  of  whom  were  upwards  of  feventy  years  old.  for  thirteen 
years  paft,  the  average  number  of  deaths  has  been  feventeen,  one  m 
four  of  whom  were  feventy  years  old  and  upwards. 

PLYMOUTH. 

Plymouth,  the  principal  town  in  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  and 
the  capital  of  the  old  colony,  fo  called,  is  forty-two  miles  S.  E.  of 
Bollon,  and  contains  about  three  hundred  houfes.  Before  the  war,  the 
inhabitants  of  this  town  employed  ninety  fail  of  veflcls,  chiefly  in  the 
fifliing  bulinels.  But  in  the  courfe  of  the  war,  they  were  moftly 
taken  or  dertroyed  by  the  enemy,  and  their  feamera  captured,  and 
many  of  the  inhabitants  reduced  to  indigence*  They  have  fince, 
in  a  great  meafure,  emerged  from  their  diftreffed  ftate.  The  har- 
bour is  fpacious,  but  the  water  is  not  deep.  The  town  is  famoua 
for  being  the  firfl  place  fettled  by  the  pious  anceftors  of  the  New^ 
Englanders,  in  1620. 

WORCESTER. 

Worcefter,  the  fliire  town  of  the  county  of  the  fame  name,  is  the 
largeft  inland  town  in  New-England,  and  is  fituated  about  fort\'- 
feven  miles  wedward  of  Bofton.  The  public  buildings  in  this  town, 
are  two  congregational  churches,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  ftrong  ftone 
gaol.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  large  inland  trade,  and  manu- 
fadure  pit  and  pearl  afh,  cotton  and  linen  goods,  bcfides  fome 
other  articles. 

IVinting,  in  its  various  branches,  is  carried  on  very  cxtenfively  in 

this  town,    by  Ifiiah  Thomas,    who,    in  the  year   1791,   carried 

through  his  preifes  two  editions  of  the  Bible,  the  one  the  large  royal 

<iuarto,  the  firft  of  that  kind  publifued  in  America,  the  other  a  large 

2  ""  *  folio, 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  I47 

folio,  with  fifty  copper  plntes,  befides  feveral  other  books  of  confe- 
quence.  His  printing  apparatus  coniifts  of  ten  printing  prelles, 
with  types  in  proportion  ;  and  he  is  now  making  preparations  for  the 
printing  of  bibles  of  various  fmaller  kinds,  which  will  caufe  him  to 
make  a  great  addition  to  his  works,  of  both  prelfes  and  types.  This 
printing  apparatus  is  now  the  largeft  in  America. 

On  Connedicut  river  in  the  county  of  Hampfliire,  there  are  a 
number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  among  which  are  Springfield  and 
Hadley,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  river ;  Northampton,  Hatfield  and 
Deerfield  on  the  weft.  Courts  are  held  in  all  thefe  places  in  their 
turn,  except  Hatfield.  Springfield  is  the  oldeft  of  thefe  towns, 
having  been  fettled  as  early  as  1636.  Its  public  buildings  are  a  con- 
gregational church,  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  A  large  proportion  of 
the  military  ftores  of  the  Commouwealth  are  lodgec^  here.  A  clear 
meandring  brook  runs  through  the  town  from  north  to  fouth,  and 
adds  much  to  its  beauty  and  pleafantnefs. 

Stockbridge,  Great  Barrington,  and  Lenox,  are  the  principal 
towns  in  Berkfhire  county,  and  lie  from  forty-five  to  fifty-miles 
W.  N.  W.  from  Springfield.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  many  other  towns 
in  Maflachufetts  that  are  in  a  rapid  flate  of  improvement,  to  enurne« 
rate  the  particulars  of  which  would  extend  this  work  far  beyond  the 
bounds  propofed.  A  pretty  correct  idea  of  their  magnitude  and  im- 
portance will,  however,  be  formed  by  the  following  account  of 
their  population,  trade,  &c, 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants,  &c.  in  this  State,  according  to  th.e 
«nfus  taken  in  1 790,  was  as  follows  : 


U  *  •  POPULA. 
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POPULATION. 
.       SUFFOLK      COUNTY. 
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TOWNS. 
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MIDDLESEX  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 


TOWNS. 
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15  1 19 

I5OI2 

29099 

45' 

59681! 

Plymouth  do.    1  5 

4240 

517^ 

7500 

^^534 

14998 

50.^ 

29535I 

Briftol  do.      .15 

4514 

5541 

7964 

6942 

16074 

7^S 

>   3170CJ 

Barnftable  do.  ;io 

2343 

2889 

4200 

4097 

8685 

372 

1 73541 

Dukes  do.       .  |  3  ] 
Nantucket  do.  |   i  J 

1013 

J55« 
1  872 

f    8.. 

1    I  193 

j    7H 

[  lOIO 

/  1696 
[  2301 

{x?^!|7885 

Worcefter  do.  49 

1  8613 

9729 

I4615 

13D79 

28104 

409J  56807 

Berkfliire  do.    26 

!  4476 

4899 
65779 

7366 

7793 

14809 

323J  30291J 

—T- 

265 

543 

.v' 

95453, 

87289 

1901:82 

5463 

1378787! 

J"iom 
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From  the  foregoing  account  of  the  population  of  this  State,  it  ap- 
pears to  its  honour,  that  it  does  not  contain  a  iinglc  (lave. 

The  population  of  this  State  is  rapidiy  on  the  increafe,  and  we 
have  every  reafon  to  believe,  that  were  a  frefli  cenfus  to  be  taken,  the 
total  amount  of  the  inhabitants  would  be  found  to  be  near  three 
hundred  and  ninety  thoufand. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

From  a  view  of  the  foregoing  number  of  inhabitants,  it  is  evident 
that  in  cafes  of  emergency,  this  State  can  bring  a  very  large  military 
force  into  adion,  more  efpecially  when  it  is  confidered  that  their 
adTtive  militia  is  compofed  of  all  the  able-bodied,  white  male  citizens 
from  fixteen  to  forty  years  of  age,  excepting  officers  of  government, 
2nd  thofe  who  have  held  commilTions,  Sec.  The  whole  is  com- 
pletely armed  and  organized,  and  U  formed  into  nine  divifions,  each 
commanded  by  a  major-geiieral ;  nineteen  brigades,  confifting  of  fe- 
venty-nine  regiments  of  infantry  ;  eleven  battalions  of  cavaliy,  and 
eight  battalions  of  artillery  ;  together  forming  a  well-regulated  body  of 
more  than  fifty  thoufand  infantry,  two  thoufand  cavalry,  and  one 
thoufand  five  hundred  artillery  men,  with  fixfy  pieces  of  field  artil- 
lery. This  acflive  military  corps  is  afiembled  by  companies  for  dif- 
cipiine,  in  their  refpei51:ive  diibidls,  four  times  a  year;  and  once  a 
year  by  regiments  or  brigades ;  at  which  time  they  are  reviewed  and 
infpe£ted. 

Befides  the  military  flrength  above  mentioned,  which  may  be 
confidered  as  the  aftive  militia  of  the  State,  there  are  enrolled  about 
rwenty-five  thoufand  men,  from  forty  to  fixty  years  of  age,  who  arc 
obliged  always  to  keep  themfelves  completely  armed  ;  and  they  are 
ycquircd,  under  penalty  by  law,  to  exhibit  their  arms  once  a  year  to 
their  refpe<Stive  captains,  who  make  returns  thereof.  This  laft  corps 
is  called  the  alarm  lift,  and  may  be  properly  diftinguiilied  as  the 
Corps  ^e  Refcr've  of  the  Commonwealth. 

RELIGION,  CHARACTER,  AND  MANNERS. 

I 
The  religion  of  this   State  or  Commonwealth  is  eftablifiied,  by 

their  excellent  conftitution,  on  a  moft  liberal  and  tolerant  plan.     All 

perfons  of  whatever  religious  profeflion   or  fentiments,  may  worfliip 

(}od  agreeably  to  the  didates  of  their  own  confciences,  unmoleftcd, 

provided  they  do  not  dilliub  the  peace. 

The 
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The  fo]Io\Vlng  ftatement  fliews  what  are  the  feveral  religious  de- 
nominations in  this  State,  and  their  proportional  numbers,  agreeable 
to  the  foregoing  cenlus. 


Denominations. 

Number  of 

Suppofed  mimbcr  of 

Congregstions. 

each  denomination. 

Congregationalifts, 

400 

287,600 

B;)ptilh, 

.            .            84           . 

63,296 

Epifcopalians, 

16 

14,104 

Friends  or  Quakers, 

10 

7' 940 

Prefbyterians, 

4 

3.765 

Univerfalifts, 

2 

1,388 

Roman  Catholics, 

I 

694 

Total  517  378,787 

In  this  ftatement,  it  is  fuppofed  that  all  the  inhabitants  in  the  State 
confider  themfelves  as  belonging  to  one  or  the  other  of  the  religious 
denominations  mentioned. 

Although  this  may  not  be  an  exa£i  apportionment  of  the  different 
feds,  yet  it  is  perhaps  as  accurate  as  the  nature  of  the  fubjeft  will 
allow,  and  fufficient  to  give  a  general  idea  of  the  proportion  which 
the  feveral  denominations  bear  to  each  other. 

The  number  of  congregational  churches  in  1749,  vvas  tu-o  hun- 
dred and  fifty. 

In  1760,  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State  was  about  two 
hundred  and  fixty-e'ght  thouiand  eight  hundred  and  hky,  and  the 
proportion  of  the  fecfcs  v/as  then  nearly  as  follows,  viz. 

Sefls.  Congregations.        SuppofcJ  number  of 

fouls  of  each  feft. 

"Congrcgationaliils,  , 

Friends  meetings, 
Baptilts, 
Epilcopalians, 
Prefbyterians,         .    ■ 

Total  365   ,  268,8(;o 

The  character  and  manners  of  the  people  of  this  State  are,  as  has 
been  dcfcribed  in  the  general  account  of  New-England.* 


306 

225,426 

22 

16,192 

20 

H»723 

M 

9»S68 

4 

2,944 

*  See  png;5  13  :o  17. 
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COMIVIERCE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  following  abftraft  of  goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  ex- 
ported from  this  State,  from  the  firft  of  Odober,  1790,  tothe3ifl 
of  September,  1791,  will  give  the  beftideaof  the  articles  of  export 
from  this  State. 


EXPORTS  from  Massachusetts; 

,    front 

O^Iobcr  I, 

1790,  to  S 

te?nher  3  r , 

1791. 

Afh,  Pot 

• 

783 

tons 

,  Pearl 

• 

1. 159 

do. 

Apples 

. 

1^131 

brrls. 

Bricks                 .                  * 

. 

33o>25o 

Smith's  bellows 

. 

2 

pairs 

Boats 

. 

75 

Beer,  ale,  and  porter, 

i5'53^ 

gal. 

Boots                 .                 , 

. 

339 

pairs 

Brimftone 

m 

3,280 

lbs. 

Blacking  or  Lampblack, 

, 

158 

kegs 

Cider 

. 

.29a 

brrls. 

. 

310 

doz. 

Chalk 

. 

10 

tons 

Cotton             .             ■    . 

. 

i3'37i 

lbs. 

Coffee 

. 

60,044. 

do. 

Cocoa                 , 

. 

2,804 

do. 

Chocolate 

. 

331 

boxes 

Candles — Myrtle 

• 

348 

do. 

Wax 

. 

169 

do. 

1,106 

32 
18 

16 

20 

do. 

tons 

cwt. 

coils 

cwt. 

Cables  and  cordage 

• 

Copper — ore 

— — —  Manufaftured 

. 

1,480 

do. 

Coals 

. 

1,548 

bufhels 

Cranberries 

. 

688 

do. 

Canes  and  walking-fticks 

• 

96 

Cards,  cotton  and  wool 

. 

•      25 

doz. 

Coaches,  chaifcs,  phaetons, 

4^ 

16 

Cards 
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Exports //•o;w  Massachusetts,  continued. 

Carts  and  waggons 

4 

Duck,  American 

288 

bolts 

Druzs — Glauber  Salts 

1,220 

lbs. 

SaiFafras  root 

17 

tons 

Eartben-iiiare—YtWov:^  or  queen's 

92 

crates 

Stone 

25 

doz. 

Flaxfeed                .             .             .   ^^ 

6,0 1;6 

hhds. 

Flax                .                 .             ,      ' 

2,700 

lbs. 

Feathers 

100 

do. 

Flints     .           .                .              . 

40,000 

Frames  of — Boats 

10 

Houfcs 

180 

-   '    Windows  and  doors 

30 

HoufeboU  furniture— 

Tables 

37 

Deflvs 

23 

Bureaus 

16 

Sophas 

5 

Chefts 

705 

Windfor  and  rufli  chairs 

54 

Flf)cries — Fidi  dj'ied 

326,560 

cwt. 

Ditto  pickled 

20,177 

brrls. 

Oil,  Whale 

270,810 

gal. 

Oil,  Spermaceti 

70,266 

do. 

'         Spermaceti  Candles 

2,927 

boxes 

Whalebone 

85,161 

lbs. 

Genfing 

3'096 

do. 

Grindllones 

104 

Glafs—\NzxQ 

21 

crates 

Window 

^3 

boxes 

Groceries — Caffiaand  cinnamon 

1,17s 

lbs. 

Pimento 

5'S5i 

do. 

Pepper 

92 

do. 

Brown  fugar             .                  , 

3»904 

do. 

Raifins 

100 

do. 

Grain  ami  pulfe—- 

Wheat             .              .          -. 

5^ 

bufli. 

'     Rye 

2^350 

do. 

Barky 

32 

do. 

."or.  IT.                                   Y 

E2.PORTS 
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Exports />-o/«  Massachusetts,  continued. 
Grain  and pulfe — Indian  corn  . 

Oats 

Peas  and  beans  ,  , 

Horns  and  horntips  .  * 

Hats 

Hops  .  .  , 

Hay  .... 

Jron'nfjrought'—h.'^^'S 

Scythes 

Locks  and  bolts 

Shovels  . 

Skimmers  and  ladles  » 

Anchors  .  . 

Mufkefs 

Ciitlafles 

Knives  and  forks  »  , 

Chefls  of  carpenter's  tools 
^ron-caft — Pots,  kettles,  &c. 

Cannon 

Shot  for  cannon 
Iron  the  tan — Pig  „  . 

Bar 

Nail  rods 

Hoops  e  . 

Indigo  .  .  . 

Leather,  tanned  and  drefTed  ^ 


Lime 
Shot 
Live  Jlock 

Horned  cattle 

Horfes 

Sheep  . 

Hogs  , 

Poultry  « 

Merchandize,  foreign 
Molafles 
Millftones 
Muftard  • 


69,064 

biifli. 

447 

do. 

3'746 

do. 

71,281 

376 

650 

lbs. 

63 

tons 

66z 

48 

2,000 

247 

H 

pr. 

66 

60 

ja 

^ 

240 

4 

102, 

25 

1,000 

173! 

tons 

36.  I 

8  do. 

I 

do.  1 

I 

do. 

1,238 

lbs. 

1,240 

do. 

19 

fides 

456 

bufh. 

2'S53 

lbs. 

652 

3*4 

5,140 

619 

999 

doz. 

179 

packages 

11,421 

gal. 

40 

780 

lbs. 

Exports 
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Exports /row  Massachusetts,  continued. 
Madder  .  ♦ 

Nails 

Nankeens  •  . 

Nuts 

ti  aval  ft  ores — ^Pitch 
Tar 

Turpentine 
Rofin 
Oil,  Linfeed 
Powder,  Gun 

. Hair 

Pomatum  .  '   • 

Paints  .  •  • 

ProviJ:o7ts — Rice 

Flour  .  •  • 

Ship  ftuff 

Indian  meal  .  • 

Rye  ditto 

Bread 

Beef 

Poik 

Crackers 

Hams  and  bacon         .  . 

Venifon  and  mutton  hams 

Cheefe 

Lard  • 

Butter 

Saufages  • 

Frefli  beef  .  • 

• ■  pork  • 

Carcafes  of  mutton  • 

Neats  tongues  .  • 

Oyfters,  pickled  • 

Potatoes  .  • 

Onions  •  • 

Spirits — Rum,  American  • 

— — ,  Weft  Indian 
Brandy  .  • 

Gift  •  •  • 

Y  z 
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1.034 

lbs. 

20)000 

do. 

3o94 

pieces 

692 

bufli. 

552 

brrb. 

^,824 

do. 

4,266 

do. 

*3 

do. 

90 

gal. 

13,814 

lbs. 

166 

do. 

4> 

do. 

840 

do. 

■''     810 

tierces 

21,236 

lbs. 

214 

do. 

7,000 

bibs. 

252 

do. 

2,285 

do. 

30.499 

do. 

3.174 

do. 

1,812 

kegs 

3^^946 

lbs. 

200 

do. 

23»^S5 

do. 

4,860 

do. 

3.873 

firkins 

2i;o 

bibs. 

92,269 

do. 

a9»334 

do. 

561 

154 

lbs. 

»i4 

kegs 

3,808 

buflu 

5.497 

do. 

298.357 

gal. 

2.734 

do. 

188 

do. 

«»ii3 

cafes 

Exports 
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Exports /row  Massachusetts,  continued. 


Spirits — Cordials 

69 

cafes 

isaMery — Saddles  and  bridles 

70 

Carriage  harnefs 
Shoes 

Soap                 ,                  , 
SnufF 
Steel 

14 

479 

1.939 

27 

fets 

pairs 

boxes 

lbs. 

bundlea 

Spruce,  Eflence  of 

31 

cafes 

Salt 

Seeds,  Hay  ■  .               , 

Skins  and  furs — 

3.647 
60 

bufli, 
lbs. 

Morocco  '^             , 

132 

Calf  in  hair 
Deer  and  moofe 

Bears,  &c. 

290 

^4 

<■' 

Deer  and  other  fkins  unknown 
Tobacco 

1,190 

hhds.  cafks, 
packages 

hhds. 

Ditto,  manufactured 

71,108 

lbs. 

Tallow 

275,641 

do. 

Twine              ,                . 

Tow  cloth             .              .                  , 

Toys  for  children          "   ,'              , 

1,900 

4,548 

I2| 

cwt. 

yards 

doz. 

Tin  manufailured 
Teas—V>o\it2i             .              , 

14 

6i 

do. 
chefts 

Souchong                 .  ■               ,  ' 

io8| 

do. 

Green                 ,               '    . 

■        i7« 

do. 

Hyfon 

628I 

do. 

Vinegar             ,                  ,               . 
Wines — Madeira                 ,              , " 

2,098 

4,622 

gaU 
do; 

Other  wines             ,             \ 
Bottled                 ♦  ^                 •  ', "  ■ 

3.940 
6 

do. 
doz. 

Wax,  Bees                 .                  '. 

10,254 

lbs. 

Myrtle             .              ... 

Whips                 .              .            _      ,' 
Wood — Staves  and  headings 

Shingles                 .              , 

S  hooks  and  cafks 

1,946 

144 

5,456,041 

12,325,600 

29,895 

do, 

l^^th§                ,                 ,^ 

i5»Soo 

ExpoaTa 
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Exports /ro/«  Massachusetts,  continued. 
^'^ood— Hoops  and  hop-poles  .  5 1  • :  7^4 

Mafts  .  .  219 

Bovvfprits  .  •  A^ 

Booms  •  •  74 

Spars  »  •  3'^43 

Handfpikes  .        ^     •  135^26 

Pumps  .  •  ^3 

Boxes  and  brakes  .  •  5<^  • 

Blocks  .  .  S»^^* 

Oars  and  rafters  .  ♦  33»92^ 

Trunnels  .  .  35'9°5 

Cedar  and  oak  knees  .  ijO^i 

Carvings  .  .  •  ^3 

Anchor-llocks  .  .  375 

Oak  boards  and  planks  .  5^^' 5^3*         feet 

Pine  boards  and  planks,  21,136,101         do. 

Other  do.  .  .  3^448,369         '^o- 

Scantling  .  •  516,681      .     •, 

Oak  and  pine  timber  .  68,238 

Oak  and  pine  do.  .  13^36^         ^^^^ 

Oak  pine  .  .  6,436         pieces 

Oak,  pifte,  and  hick'ry  .  494         '^^^^^ 

Oak  bark  .  .  ^3         ^^^ 

Oak  ditto  ground  .  .  6         hhds. 

M aft  hoops  ,  .  110         doz. 

Yokes  for  oxen  .  .  9^ 

Befides  a  variety  of  fmaller  articles. 

Value  of  goods,  wares  and  merchandize  1       Dolls.         a. 
exported  in  the  above-mentioned  year         J  2,445,975.    53 

It  muft  be  noted,  that  the  foregoing  abflraft  comprehends  thofe  ar- 
ticles only  which  were-  exported  to  forcgn  ports  ;  the  domeftic  trade 
is  not  taken  into  the  account.  Shoes,  cards,  hats,  faddleiy,  and  va- 
rious other  manufaftures,  and  feveral  articles  of  produce  of  the 
country,  to  a  great  amount,  were  the  fame  year  exported  to  the 
fouthern  States. 

This  State  owns  more  than  three  times  as  many  tons  of  fliipping 

es  any  other  of  the  States,  and  more  than  one  third  part  of  the  whole 

^  that 
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that  belongs  to  the  United  States.*  At  this  period  up^vards  of  thirty- 
five  thoufanJ  tons  are  employed  in  carrying  on  the  fifherles  ;  fifty-fix 
thoufand  in  the  coafling  bufinefs,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
I'and  five  hundred  and  fixty  in  trading  with  almoft  all  parts  of  the 
world.  Pot  and  pearl  aflies,  ftaves,  flax-feed,  bees-wax,  &c.  are 
carried  chiefly  to  Great-Britain,  in  remittance  for  their  manufaftures; 
mafts  and  provifions  to  the  Eaft-Indies  ;  fifli,  oil,  beef,  pork,  lumber, 
candles,  &c.  are  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  for  their  produce  ;  and 
the  *tvvo  firft  articles,  fifli  and  oil,  to  France,  Spain,  and  Portugal  ; 
roots,  vegetables,  fruits,  and  fmall  meats,  to  Nova-Scotia  and  Nevv- 
Brunfwick;  hats,  faddlery,  cabinet-work,  men's  and  women*s 
ihoes,  nails,  tow-cloth,  barley,  hops,  butrer,  cheefe,  Sic.  to  the 
fouthern  States.  The  Negro  trade  was  prohibited  by  law  in  1778, 
and  there  is  not,  as  before  obferved,  a  Ungle  JIave  belonging  to  the 
Commonwealth. 

With  regard  to  manufa6lures,  if  we  except  printing  types,  fione 
wares,  pitch,  tar  and  turpentine,  and  wine,  moft,  if  not  all  the  other 
articles  enumerated  in  the  preceding  pages,  are  manufaftured  in  a 
greater  or  lefs  degree  in  this  State.  There  is  a  duck  manufadlory  at 
Boflon,  from  which  more  than  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  bolts,  of 
forty  yards  each,  faid  to  be  the  belt  duck  ever  before  feen  in  Ame- 
rica, have  been  fold  in  one  year.  Manufat'tories  of  this  kind  have 
been  begun  in  Salem,  Haverhill,  and  Springfield,  and  are  in  a  pro- 
niiling  way.  Manufactories  of  cotton  goods  have  been  eftabliflied  at 
Beverley  and  Worcefter  ;  and  much  credit  is  due  to  the  patriotic  cha- 
racters who  began  them ;  although  by  their  perfcvering  exertions, 
they  have  not  been  al  le  to  furmount  the  various  obflacles  in  the  way 
of  fuccefs.  At  Taunton,  Biidgc-.ater,  IMiddleborough,  and  fome 
other  places,  nails  have  been  made  in  fuch  Cjuantides  as  to  prevent, 
in  a  great  meafure,  the  importation  of  them  from  Britain.  In  this  State 
there  are  thirteen  paper  mill?,  five  on  Neponfet  river,  five  on  Charles 
river,  one  at  Andover,  on  Shav.-flieen  river,  one  at  Springfield,  and 
the  other  at  Sutton,  in  Worcefcer  county.  Ten  of  thefe  mills  have 
two  vp.ts  each,  and  when  in  action,  em])loy  ten  men,  and  as  many 
girls  and  boys,  and  produce  at  the  rate  of  fixty  thoufand  reams  of 
writing,  printing,  and  wrapping  paper,  annually.  It  is  eftimated 
that  twenty  thouiand  pounds  worth  of  paper  is  yearly  made  by 
thefe  mills  ;  and  the  quantity  and  quality  is  annually  and  rapidly  in- 
creafing. 

■■'►'  Sec  £1:150  179,  vol.  i. 

ThQ 
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The  principal  card  manufadoiy  is  in  Bofton,  and  belongs  to  Mr, 
Giles  Richards,  and  Co.  in  which  are  made  yearly  about  fevcn  thou- 
fand  dozen  of  cotton  and  wool  cards,  of  the  various  kinds  or  num- 
bers, which  conlume  about  a  hundred  calks  of  wire,  averaged  at 
thirty  pounds  a  calk,  and  about  twenty  thoufand  tanned  calf,  flicep, 
and  lannb  Ikins,  at  two  fliillings  each.  The  flicking  of  thefe  cards 
employs  not  lefs  than  one  thoufand  people,  chiefly  children,  and 
about  fixty  men  are  fully  occupied  in  manufaduring  card  boards,  card 
tacks,  and  finifliing  the  cards.  It  is  efamated  that  about  two 
thoufand  dozen  cards  are  made  at  the  other  manufadories  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State. 

There  is  a  flioe  manufaftory  at  Lynn,  eight  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  Bofton,  in  the  county  of  Eilex.  It  is  not  eafy  to  fix  the 
number  of  flioes  annually  made  by  the  induftrious  inhabitants  of 
this  town,  but  it  has  been  eftimatcd  by  thofe  mofl  competent  to  form 
an  accurate  judgment,  that,  befidts  the  home  confumption,  and  the 
large  numbers  fent  every  week  to  Bofton  and  other  places,  feveral 
hundred  thoufand  pair  are  fliipped  to  the  different  parts  of  the  United 
States.  One  man,  Mr.  B.  Johnfon,  from  his  own  workfliop,  ia 
the  courfe  of  feven  months,  fhipped  twenty  thoufand  fix  hundred 
pair  of  fhoes,  valued  at  four  thoufand  nine  hundred  and  feventy- 
nine  pounds  fix  fhillings,  exclufive  of  large  numbers  fold  in  the  vi- 
cinity. 

Silk  and  thread  lace,  of  an  elegant  texture,  ^re  manufaftured  by 
women  and  children,  in  large  quantities,  in  the  town  of  Ipfwich,  in 
EfTex  county,  and  fold  for  home  confumption  and  exportation  in 
Boflon,  and  other  mercantile  towns.  This  manufaftory,  if  properly 
regulated  and  encouraged,  might  be  produftive  of  great  and  exten  • 
five  advantages.  In  the  year  1790,  no  lefs  than  forty-one  thoufand 
nine  hundred  and  feventy-nine  yards  were  made  in  this  town  ; 
and  the  quantity,  it  is  fuppofed,  has  fince  been  confiderably  increafed. 

A  wire  manufa£lor\'  has  lately  been  eredled  at  a  confiderable  cx- 
pence  in  Dedham,  in  Suffolk  county,  for  the  purpofe  of  drawing 
wire  for  the  ufe  of  the  filli-hook  and  card  manufadurers  in  Bofton. 
The  effays  which  have  already  been  made  promife  fuccefs. 

There  are  feveral  fnuff,  oil,  chocolate,  and  powder  mills  in  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  State;  and  a  number  of  iron  works  and  flitting 
mills.  Thofe  in  the  towns  of  Middleborough,  Brldgv/atcr,  Taun- 
ton, Attleborough,  Stoughton,  and  that  neighbourhood,  which,  in 
confequence  of  the  great  quantity  of  iron  ore  found  in  that  di{tri<f!V, 

are 
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are  become  the  feat  of  the  iron  manufiiclures,  are  faid  to  flit  annually 
fix  hundred  tons ;  and  one  company  has  lately  been  formed  which 
will  annually  manufafture  into  nails  of  a  quality  equal  to  thofe  ex- 
ported from  Europe,  five  hundred  tons — The  number  of  fpikes  and 
nails  made  in  this  State  is  almoft  treble  the  quantity  made 
in  17BS,  and  is  frill  increafing  ;  and  from  the  great  abundance  of  the 
raw  materials,  will  probably  foon  preclude  all  foreign  fupply,  if  not 
become  an  article  of  export.  Befidcs  thefc  there  are  other  mills,  in 
common  ufe,  in  great  abundance,  for  fusing  lumber,  grinding  grain, 
fulling  cloth,  &;c. 

There  are  fixty-two  diftilleries  in  this  State,  employed  in  diftillingj 
from  foreign  materials.  In  theie  diftilleries  are  one  hundred  and 
fifty-eight  iVills,  which  together  contain  one  hundred  and  two  thou- 
fand  one  inmdred  and  feventy-three  gallons.  Belides  thefe,  there  are 
twelve  country  Hills  employed  in  diftilling  domeilic  materials;  but 
thefe  are  fmall,  and  the  mod  of  them  very  lately  erected.  One  mil- 
lion nine  hundred  thoufand  gallons  have  been  diftilled  in  one  year, 
which,  at  a  duty  of  eleven  cents  a  gallon,  yields  a  revenue  to  the 
eovernment  of  two  hundred  nine  thoufand  dollars. 

o 

A  brick  pyramidical  glafs-houfe  was  erecT:ed  in  Bofton  by  a  com- 
pany of  gentlemen  in  1789J  but  for  want  of  workmen  fliilled  in  the 
bulinefs,  their  works  were  not  put  in  operation  efFeClually  till  No- 
vember 1792;  and  although  feveral  of  the  firll  effays  or  meltings 
proved  unfuccefsful,  later  eifays  give  the  fulleft  ground  to  believe 
that  this  very  important  manufafture  may  be  profecuted  to  the  ad- 
vantage of  the  proprietors,  as  well  as  to  the  great  benefit  of  the 
public.  From  the  fpecimens  of  glafs  exhibited,  it  appears  to  be  of 
the  beft  quality  for  clearnefs  and  goodnefs ;  and  as  there  is  an  abun- 
dance of  the  materials  for  this  manufafture  at  command,  there  can  be 
little  doubt  of  its  being  carried  to  fuch  an  extent,  in  the  courfe  of  a 
few  years,  as  to  preclude  foreign  importations,  which  will  make  a 
vail  faving  to  America  in  general,  and  to  this  State  in  particular. 
Every  fi  icnd  to  the  United  States  muft  wilh  that  the  patriotic  company 
which  have  eilablilhed  this  manufafture,  may  meet  with  fuch  fuccefa 
as  to  have  their  cxpcnfes  reimburfed,  which  have  already  exceeded 
the  fum  of  lixteen  thoufand  dollars. 

BANKS. 

Connefted  with  the  commerce  and  manufactures,  are  the  banks 
cftablilhcd  in  this  State;  we  have  already  noticed  the  utility  of  theie 
eftabliflimcnts,  we  faall  therefore  only  briefly  mention  them  here. 

3  .  There 
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There  are  four  incorporated  banks  in  this  Commonwealth,  of 
Which  the  Branch  Bank  in  Bofton,  which  is  a  part  of  the  National 
Bank,  is  one. 

The  Maffiichufetts  Bank  in  Bofton  was  incorporated  in  1784.  It 
was  defigned  as  a  public  benefit,  and  mere  particularly  to  accoinmo- 
datethe  mercantile  intertit.  Its  prefent  capital  conlifts  of  oiL'ht  hun- 
red  fliares,  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  making  in  ail  four  hun- 
dred thouland  dollars.  It  is  kept  open  every  d^y  in  the  year,  except 
public  days.  The  annual  meeting  for  the  choice  of  nine  direflors 
is  on  the  firfi:  Wednefciuy  in  January. 

ElTex  Bank,  at  Salem,  was  incorporated  in  1792,  and  is  under  the 
management  of  a  prefident  and  fix  diredors. 

Union  Bank,  in  Bofton,  was  alfo  incorporated  in  1792,  and  has  a 
prefident  and  eleven  direftors.  Its  capital  confiits  of  one  hundred 
thoufand  fliares,  of  eight  dollars  each,  fo  th;it  when  the  payment  of  the 
lliares  fliall  be  completed,  the  whole  ftock  will  amount  to  eight  hun- 
dred thoufand  dollars. 

PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Among  the'  foremoft  of  thefe,  we  mnft  confider  thofe  that  refpecl 
navigation  ;  in  this  clafs  we  muft  reckon  the  ere»5tion  of 

LIGHT   HOUSES. 

Thefe  within  this  State  are  as  follow:  on  Plum-lfland,  near 
Newbury,  are  two,  which  we  have  already  mentioned  :  on  Thatcher's- 
Ifland,  otf  Cape  Ann,  two  lights  of  equal  height ;  another  ftands 
on  a  rock  on  the  north  fide  of  the  entrance  of  Bofton  harbour,  with 
one  fingle  light  ;  on  the  north  point  of  Plymouth  harbour  are  two 
lights :  on  a  point  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour  on  the  illand  of 
Nantucket,  is  one  with  a  fingle  light ;  this  light  may  be  feen  as  far 
as  Nantucket  fiioals  extend  ;  the  illand  being  low,  the  light  appears 
over  it.  • 

Next  to  thefe  we  muft  rank  thofe  which  add  to  the  convenience 
of  the  inhabitants,  and  operate  to  the  advantage  of  commerce ;  fucli 
are, 

BRIDGES    AND    CANALS. 

The  bridges  that  merit  notice  in  this  State  are  the  following,  viz. 
Charles  river  bridge,  built  in  1786-7,  one  thoufand  five  hundred  and 
three  feet  long,  andconneftingBofiion  and  Charlefton.  It  is  built  on 
feventy-five  piers,  with  a  convenient  draw  in  the  middle,  for  the 
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palTage  of  vefTels.  Each  pier  is  compofed  of  feven  flicks  of  oak 
timber,  united  by  a  cap  piece,  ftrong  braces  and  girts,  and  after- 
wards driven  into  the  bed  of  the  river,  and  firmly  fecured  by  a  fingle 
pile  on  each  fide,  driven  obliquely  to  a  folid  bottom.  The  piers  are 
conneftcd  (o  each  other  by  large  firing  pieces,  which  are  covered 
with  four  inch  plank.  The  bridge  is  forty-three  feet  in  width,  and 
on  each  ficl'j  is  accommodated  with  a  paflage  fix  feet  wide,  railed  in  for 
the  fafety  of  the  people  on  foot.  The  bridge  has  a  gradual  rife  from 
each  end,  fo  as  to  be  two  feet  higher  in  the  middle  than  at  the  ex- 
tremities. Forty  elegant  lamps  are  erefted,  at  a  fuitable  diflance 
from  each  otjier,  to  illuminate  it  when  neceflary.  There  are  four 
flrong  ftone  wharfs  connected  with  it,  and  fupported  by  three  piers 
each,  funk  in  the  river.  The  machinery  of  the  draw  is  fimple,  and 
requires  but  two  men  to  raife  it.  At  the  highefl  tides  the  water  rifes 
twelve  or  fourteen  feet ;  the  floor  of  the  bridge  is  then  about  four 
feet  above  the  water.  The  depth  of  the  water  in  the  channel  at  low 
tide  is  twenty -feven  feet.  This  bridge  was  completed  in  thirteen 
months ;  and  while  it  exhibits  the  greatefl  efFe6t  of  private  enter- 
prize  of  this  kind  in  the  United  States,  it  being  the  firft  bridge  of 
confidei-able  magnitude  that  has  been  erefted,  prefents  a  raoft 
plealing  proof,  how  certainly  objeds  of  naagnitude  may  be  attained 
by  fpirited  exertions. 

The  fuccefs  which  atterided  this  experiment  led  others  to  engage' in 
•fimilar  works  of  enterprize.  Maiden  bridge  acrofs  Myilic  river,  con- 
necting Charleilon  with  Maiden,  was  begun  in  April  1787,  and  was 
opened  for  paiTengers  the  September  following.  This  bridge,  in- 
cluding the  abutments,  is  two  thouiand  four  hundred  and  twenty  feet 
•long,  and  thirty-two  feet  wide,  it  has  a  draw  thirty  feet  wide.  The 
deepefl  water  at  full  tide  is  twenty-three  feet.  The  expenfe  of  this 
bridge  was  eftimated  at  five  thoidand  three  hundred  pounds. 

Eflex  bridge,  upwards  of  one  thoufand  five  hundred  feet  in  length, 
with  a  well-contrived  draw,  v/as  erefted  in  1789,  and  connefts  Sa- 
•lem  with  Beverley.  The  expenfe  of  this  bridge  is  faid  not  to  have 
exceeded  one  third  part  of  that  of  Charles  river  bridge,  yet  it  is  ef- 
teemed  quite  e<jual  in  ftrength,  and  is  thought  by  travellers  to  be 
fuperior  in  point  of  beatitv. 

■lu'Rowky,  on  the  poft  road  between. Bofton  and  Newburyport,  is 
a  bridge  acrofs  Parker's  river,  eight  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long, 
and  twenty-fix  feet  wide,  confiding  of  nine  folid  piers,  and  ei;ght 
wowicn  arclies.    This  bridge  was  built  in  the  year  1758. 

A  bridge 
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A  bridge  over  Merrimack  river,  in  the  county  of  EfTcx,  about  two 
miles  above  Neuburyport,  is  nearly,  if  not  quite  completed.  At 
the  place  where  this  bridge  is  ereded,  an  iiland  divides  the  river  into 
two  branches.  An  arch  of  one  hundi'ed  and  fixty  feet  diameter,  antl 
forty  feet  above  the  level  of  high  water,  connedts  this  ifland  with  the 
main  on  one  fide  j  the  channel  on  the  other  fide  is  wider,  but  the 
center  arch  is  but  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  diameter.  Greater  in- 
genuity is  difcovered  in  the  conftaidtion  of  this  bridge,  than  in  any 
that  have  hitherto  been  built;  and  it  is  one  among  the  vaft  number 
of  ftupendous  and  ufeful  works  which  owe  their  origin  to  that  confi- 
dence between  man  and  man,  which  has  been  created  or  rellored  by 
the  meafures  of  the  general  government. 

Another  ingenioufly  conftiuded  bridge  has  lately  been  completed 
over  this  river  at  Pautucket  Falls,  between  Chelmsford  and  Dracut, 
in  the  county  of  Middlefex.  Thefe  bridges  are  all  iupported  by  ii 
toll. 

Several  other  bridges  are  contemplated  in  different  parts  of  the 
State,  and  one  is  actually  begun,  and  confiderable  progrefs  made  in 
it,  which,  when  completed,  will  conned^  the  weft  part  of  Bofton 
■with  Cambridge,  over  Charles  river,  and  will  be  more  than  twice  as 
long,  and  attended  with  nearly  twice  the  expenfe  of  any  other  that  has 
yet  been  built  in  this  or  in  any  of  the  United  States. 

The  legiflature,  in  February  1792,  were  petitioned  by  a  company 
for  liberty  to  build  a  bridge  over  Connedicut  river,  at  Montague  ; 
which  was  granted. 

The  only  canals  of  importance  which  have  been  contemplated  in 
this  Commonwealth,  are  one  between  Barnftable  and  Buzzartl's  Bay, 
and  thofe  neceflary  to  render  Connefticut  river  navigable,  both  of 
which  we  have  mentioned,  and  one  which  fliall  open  a  communica- 
tion between  the  town  of  Bofton  and  fome  part  of  Conncfticut 
river,  for  which  purpofe  General  Knox  and  others  were  incorpo- 
rated in  1 792,  by  the  name  of  "  The  proprietors  of  the  Maflachu- 
fetrs  canal." 

Great  improvements  have  alfo  of  late  been  made  in  feveral  manu- 
fafturing  machines,  by  which  thofe  fpecies  of  manufacture  in  which 
they  are  employed  have  been  greatly  facilitated  in  the  execution,  and 
fewer  hands  required.  But  the  moft  ingenious  improvement  or  in- 
vention, and  which  nrvpft  deferves  notice,  is  a  complete  and  elegant 
Planetarium,  fix  feet  in  diameter,  conftrufted  by  Mr.  Jofeph  Pope, 
of  Bofton.    Thii  is  entirely  a  work  of  original  genius  and  afliduous 
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application,  as  Mr.  Pope  never  faw  a  machine  ot  the  kind  till  his 
own  was  completed.  It  exhibits  a  proof  of  great  ftrength  of  mind, 
and  really  does  him  much  honour,  both  as  a  philofopher  and  a  me- 
chanic. This  machine  has  been  purchafed  for  the  Univerfity  at 
Cambridge,  and  is  a  very  ufeful  and  ornamental  addition  to  the 
philofophical  apparatus, 

NATURAL  CURIOSITIES. 

Tn  the  north  part  of  the  townfliip  of  Adams,  in  Berkfliire  county, 
not  half  a  mile  from  Stamford,  in  Verniont,  is  a  natural  cnriofity 
which  merits  a  defcription.  A  mill  ftream,  called  Hudfon's  Brook, 
which  rifes  in- Vermont,  and  falls  into  the  north  branch  of  Hoofuck 
river,  has,  for  thirty  or  forty  rods,  formed  a  very  deep  channel 
through  a  quarry  of  white  marble.  The  hill,  gradually  dcicending 
towaicisthe  fouth,  terminates  in  a  fteep  precipice,  down  which  pro- 
bably the  water  once  tumbled.  But  finding  ui  fome  places  a  natural, 
chafm  in  the  rocks,  and  in  others  wearing  them  away,  as  is  evident 
from  their  appearance,  it  has  formed  a  channel  which  in  fome  places 
is  more  than  fixty  feet  deep.  Over  this  channel,  where  deepeft» 
fome  of  the  rocks  remain,  and  form  a  natural  bridge.  From  the  top. 
of  this  bridge  to  the  water  it  is  fixty-two  feet ;  its  length  is  about 
twelve  or  fifteen,  and  its  breadth  about  ten.  Partly  under  thi^ 
bridge,  and  about  ten  or  twelve  feet  below  it,  is  another,  which  is 
\vider,  bin  not  fo  long  ;  for  at  the  eaft  end  they  forni  on?  body  of 
rock,  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick,  and  under  this  the  water  flows. 
It  is  evident,  from  the  appearance  of  the  rocks,  that  the  water  ia 
fome  places  formerly  flowed  forty  or  fifty  feet  above  its  prefent  bed, 
IMany  cavities,  of  ditTercnt  figures  and  dimenfions,  but  generally 
circular,  are  worn  out  in  the  rocks.  One  of  thefe,  in  the  folid  roc  , 
is  about  four  feet  in  diameter,  and  four  or  five  feet  deep  ;  the  rock  is 
on  one  fide  worn  through  at  the  bottom.  A  little  above  the 
bridge,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  chafm,  is  a  cave  or  little  room,  which 
has  a  convenient  entrance  at  the  north,  and  a  paflagc  out  at  the 
ealt.  From  the  weft  fide  of  this  cave  a  chafm  extends  into  the  hill, 
but  foon  becomes  too  narrow  to  pa-fs.  The  rocks  here  which  are 
nioftly  white,  though  ia  fome  places  clouded  or  llreaked  with  other 
colours,  appear  to  be  of  that  fpecies  of  coarfc  while  marble 
which  is  common  at  Lancfburough,  and  in  other  towns  in  Berkfliire 
»;ounty. 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  I  73 

In  the  town  ofWrentham,  about  two  miles  S.  E.  of  the  meeting 
hoiiie,  is  a  curious  cavern  called  ]Vampoms  Rock,  from  an  Indian  la- 
mily  of  that  name  who  relided  in  it  lor  a  number  of  years.  It  is  fuuatcd 
on  the  fouth  fide  of  a  hill,  and  is  furrounded  by  a  number  of  broktn 
rocks.  It  is  nearly  fquare,  each  lule  meafuring  about  nine  feet.- 
The  height  is  about  eight  feet  in  front,  but  from  the  center  it  lellens 
to  about  four  feet.  At  prefent  it  ferves  only  as  a  flicker  for  cattle 
and  flieep,  as  do  one  or  two  other  rocks  or  caves  ia  the  town,  for- 
merly inhabited  by  Indians. 

Under  this  article  we  mention  the  falls, of  I'owow  river,  which 
rife  in  New-Hampfliire,  and  fall  into  the  Merrimack  between  Sa- 
Ihbury  and  Ameiluirv,  in  the  county  of  Eifcx.  At  thefe  falls,  the 
defcent  of  the  water,  in  the  dillance  of  fifty  rods,  is  one  hundred 
feet,  and  in  its  paflage  carries  one  bloomery,  five  faw  mills,  {even 
grifl  mills,  two  linleed  oil  mills,  one  fulling  mill,  and  one  fnuffmill, 
befides  feveral  wheels,  auxiliary  to  different  labours.  The  rapid  fall 
of  the  water — the  dams  at  very  fliort  diftances  croffing  the  river — the 
various  wheels  and  mills  arifing  almoft  immediately  one  over  ano- 
ther— and  the  very  irregular  and  grotefque  fituation  of  the  houfcs  and 
other  buildings  on  the  adjoining  grounds,  give  this  place  a  romantic 
appearance,  and  afford  in  the  whole,  one  of  the  mofl  lingular  views 
to  be  found  in  this  country. 

Lynn  beach  may  be  reckoned  a  curiofity.  It  is  one  mile  in  length, 
and  connects  the  peninfula,  called  Naha^if,  with  the  main  land. 
This  is  a  place  of  much  refoit  for  parties  of  pleafure  from  BoH-on, 
Charlefton,  Salem,  and  Marblehead,  in  the  fummer  feafon.  The 
beach  is  ufed  as  a  race  ground,  for  which  it  is  well  calculated,  being 
level,  fmooth,  and  hard. 

PUBLIC    SOCIETIES. 

The  focieties  formed  in  MafTachufetts  with  a  view  co  promote  the 
"  benefit  of  mankind,  exhibit  a  fair  trait  in  the  charader  of  its  inh-abi- 
^ants.    Among  the  firft  literar)'  inftitutions  in  this  State,  is  the 

AMERICAN    ACADEMY    OF    ARTS    AND   SCIENCES. 

This  fociety  v.as  incorporated  May  the  4th,  1780.  It  is  declared 
in  the  a£l,  that  the  end  and  defign  of  the  inllitution  is  to  promote 
and  encourage  the  knowledge  of  the  antiquities  of  America,  and  of 
the  natural  hiflory  of  the  country,  and  to  determine  the  ufes  to  which 
the  various  natural  produdions  of  the  country  may  be  applied  j  alfo 

to 
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to  promote  and  encourage  medical  difcoveries,  mathematical  difqui- 
fitions,  philofophical  inquiries  and  experiments  ;  aftronomical,  me- 
teorological, and  geographical  obfervations  ;  improvements  in  agri- 
culture, arts,  manufai^ure,  commerce,  and  the  cultivation  of  every 
fcience  that  may  tend  to  advance  a  free,  independent,  and  virtuous 
people.  There  are  never  to  be  more  than  two  hundred  members,  nor 
lefs  than  forty.     This  fociety  has  four  llated  annual  meetings, 

MASSACHUSETTS    CHARITABLE    SOCIETY. 

This  fociety,  incorporated  December  i6th,  1779,  is  intended  for 
the  mutual  aid  of  themfelves  and  families,  who  may  be  diftrefleu  by 
anv  of  the  adverfe  accidents  of  life,  and  for  the  comforting  and  re- 
lieving of  widows  and  orphans  of  their  deceafed  members.  The 
members  of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  an 
hundred  in  number. 

BOSTON    EPISCOPAL    CHARITABLE    SOCIETY, 

Firfl  inftituted  in  1724,  and  incorporated  February  12,  17S4,  has 
for  its  objeft,  charity  to  fuch  as  are  of  the  epifcopal  church,  and  to 
fuch  others  as  the  fociety  fliall  think  fit ;  but  more  efpocially  the  re- 
lief of  thofe  who  are  members  of,  and  benefaftors  to,  the  fociety, 
and  afterwards  become  fuitable  objeds  of  its  charity.  The  mem- 
bers of  this  fociety  meet  annually,  and  are  not  to  exceed  one  huRr 
died  in  number. 

MASSACHUSETTS    MEDICAL    SOCIETY. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  November  111:,  1781.  The  defign 
of  it  is,  to  prouiote  medical  and  fui'gical  knowledge,  inquiries  into 
the  animal  economy,  and  the  properties  and  effects  of  medicine,  by 
encouraging  a  free  inrercourfe  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  faculty 
throughout  the  United  States  of  America,  and  a  friendly  correfpon- 
dence  with  the  eminent  in  thofe  profcfiions  throughout  the  worldt 
The  number  of  fellows  who  are  inhabitants  of  the  State,  cannot  ex- 
ceed feventy.  The  prefent  number  is  fixty-one,  and  thirteen  have 
died  ijnce  its  eflabliflnnent.  The  powers  veiled  in  the  fociety  are — 
To  choofe  their  officers,  and  enatt  any  laws  for  their  own  govern- 
ment which  is  not  repugnant  to  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth — 
To  ufe  a  common  fcal — To  fue  and  be  fued — To  hold  real  eftate  of 
the  annual  income  of  two  hundred  poun«ls,  and  perfonal  eflatcof  the 
annual  income  of  fix  hundred  pounds — To  elct.'^t,  fufpend,  expel  or 

disfran- 
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disfranchife  any  fellows  of  the  fociety — To  dcfcribe  and  point  out, 
from  time  to  time,  fuch  a  mode  of  medical  inftrudion  or  education 
as  they  fliall  judge  requifite  for  candidates  for  the  practice  of  phytic 
and  Airgery — To  examine  all  candidates  who  fliall  offer  themlelves 
for  examination,  relpeding  their  fkill  in  the  proftflion — And  to  give 
■letters  tellimonial  of  their  approbation  to  all  fuch  as  may  be  duK  qua- 
lified to  pradife.'^ 

Committees  are  appointed  in  each  county  to  receive  communica- 
tions from,  and  to  correfpond  with,  their  medical  brethren  who  are 
not  fellows  of  this  fociety;   and  this  has  led  to  the  formation  of  i'e 
veral  medical  aflbciations,  whole  views  are  to  aid  the  laudable  dcfigns 
.of  this  important  inilitution. 

HUMANE     SOCIETY. 

To  evidence  their  humanity  and  benevolence,  a  number  of  th^ 
medical  and  other  gentlemen,  in  the  town  of  Bollon,  in  1785, 
formed  a  fociety,  by  the  name  of  the  Humane  Society,  for  the 
purpofe  of  recovering  perfons  apparently  dead,  from  drov;ning,  fuf- 
focation,  flrangling,  and  other  accidents.  This  fociety,  which  was 
incorporated  in  1791,  have  erefted  fev^en  huts,  furnifhed  with  wood, 
ftraw,  cabbins,  tinder  boxes,  blankets,  &c.  two  on  Level's  ifland, 
ne  on  Calf  ifland  in  Bofton  harbour,  two  on  Nantafkct  beach,  and 
another  on  Scituate  beach  near  Alarflifield,  for  tlie  comfort  of  fliip- 
wrecked  feamen.  Huts  of  the  fame  kuul  arc  erected  on  Plum- 
lUand,  near  Newbury,  by  the  marine  fociety  of  that  place,  already 
mentioned  ;  and  there  are  alfo  fome  contiruous  to  Hampton  and  S.a- 
lifbuiy  Beach. 

At  their  femi-annual  meetings,  a  public  difcourfe  is  delivered  by 
fome  perion  appointed  by  the  trullees  for  that  purpofe,  on  fome  me- 
dical lubjecl  connetfled  with  the  principal  objetft  of  the  fociety;  and 
as  a  ftimulus  to  inveftigation,  and  a  reward  of  merit,  a  medal  is  ad- 
judged annually  by  the  prelident  and  trudees  to  the  pcrfon  who  ex- 
hibits the  raofl  approved  difl'crtation. 

SOCIETY    FOR    PROPAGATING    THE    COSPEL. 

This  fociety,  formed  for  the  exprefs  purpofe  ^of  propagating  tlic 
Gofpel  among  the  Indians,  and  others  in  North-America,  was  incor- 

'•'■  The  qUAlific?.tion'.  re<juircd  of  canJidatrs  for  exnminntion,  arul  the  books  re- 
commend d    by     the    fociety,     are    publiihod    in    Fleet's    MaffociufoU's    Rc^ilicr, 

A,  D.  1791. 
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porated  November  ig,  1787.  They  are  enabled  to  receive  fubfcrip- 
tions  of  charitably  difpoled  perfons,  and  may  take  any  perfonal  eftate 
in  lucceffion.  All  donations  to  the  fociety,  either  by  fubfcriptions, 
legacy,  or  othervvile,  excepting  fuch  as  may  be  differently  appro- 
priated by  the  donors,  to  make  a  part  of,  or  be  put  into  the  ca- 
pital ftock  of  the  fociety,  which  is  to  be  put  out  on  intereft  on  good 
fecuritv,  or  othervvife  improved  to  the  beft  advantage,  and  the  in- 
come and  profits  are  to  be  applied  to  the  purpofes  aforefaid,  in  fuch 
manner  as  the  fociety  fliall  judge  moft  conducive  to  anf'.ver  thedefign 
of  their  inftitution.  For  feveral  years  paft  miffionaries  have  been  ap- 
pointed and  fupported  by  the  fociety  to  vifit  the  eaftern  parts  of  the 
diflrict  of  Maine,  where  the  people  are  generally  deftitute  of  the 
means  of  religious  inftruftion,  and  to  fpend  the  fummer  months 
with  them.  The  fuccefs  of  thefe  miffions  have  been  highly  fatisfac- 
tory  to  the  fociety.  Several  thoufand  books  of  different  kinds, 
fuited  to  the  ffate  of  the  people,  have  been  purchafed  by  the  fociety's 
funds,  and  diftributed  among  them  and  the  Oneida  Indians. 

A  part  of  this  fociety  are  a  board  of  commiffioners  from  the 
Scot's  fociety  for  promoting  Chriltian  knowledge  aniong  the  Indians 
in  America. 

MASSACHUSETTS    SOCIETY    FOR    PROMOTING    AGRICULTURE. 

This  fociety  was  incorporated  in  1792,  in  confequence  of  which 
the  agricultural  committee  of  the  academy  is  dilTolvcd.  At  a  late 
meeting  of  this  fociety,  in  Boflon,  a  very  confiderable  fum  of  mo- 
ney was  fubfcribed  for  eftablifliing  a  fund  to  defray  the  expenfe  of 
premiunis  and  bounties,  which  may  be  voted  by  the  fociety. 

HISTORICAL    SOCIETY. 

A  fociety  was  eflablifiied  in  this  State  in  1791,  called  the  Histo- 
rical Society,  the  profefTed  delign  of  which  is  to  coUecf,  pre- 
ferve,  and  comm.unicate  materials  for  a  coniplete  hiflory  of  this  country 
from  the  beginning  of  its  ietrlement. 

Next  to  i'ennlylvania,  this  State  has  the  greateft  num.ber  of  fo- 
cieties  for  the  promotion  of  ufeful  knowledge  and  human  happinefs ; 
and  as  they  are  founded  on  the  broad  balls  of  eene\  olence,  i-a- 
iRioTisM,  and  cHARiry,  they  cannot  fail  to  profper.  Thefe  in- 
flitutions,  which  arc  fait  increafing  in  almoft  every  State  in  the 
Union,  are  fo  many  evidences  of  the  advanced  and  advancing  ftate  of 
civihzatioii  and  improvement  in  this  country,  and  of  the  excellence 
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of  our  national  government.  They  prove  likewlfe  that  a  free  repub- 
lican government,  like  that  of  America,  is  the  mod  happily  calcu- 
lated to  promote  a  general  ditfulion  of  ufeful  knowledge,  and  the 
xnoft  favourable  to  the  benevolent  and  humane  feelings  of  the  hu- 
man heart. 

LITERATURE,    COLLEGES,    ACADEMIES,    &-C. 

According  to  the  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  every  town  having 
fifty  houfeholders  or  upwards,  is  to  be  provided  with  one  or  more 
fchool-maftei's,  to  teach  children  and  youth  to  read  and  write,  and 
inftruft  them  in  the  EngliQi  language,  arithmetic,  orthography,  and 
decent  behaviour ;  and  where  any  tov.-n  has  two  hundred  families, 
there  is  alfo  to  be  a  grammar  fchool  fet  up  therein,  and  fome  dif- 
creet  perfon,  well  inftructed  in  the  Latin,  Greek  and  Englifli  lan- 
guages, procured  to  keep  the  fame,  and  be  fuitably  paid  by  the  inha- 
bitants. The  penalty  for  neglefl  of  fchools  in  towns  of  fifry  fami- 
lies is  ten  pounds, — thofe  of  one  hundred  families  twenty  pounds, — 
of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  thirty  pounds. 

Thefe  laws  refpefting  fchools  are  not  fo  well  regarded  in  many 
parts  of  the  State,  as  the  wife  purpofes  which  they  were  intended  to 
anfvver,  and  the  happinefs  of  the  people  require. 

In  Bolton  there  are  feven  public  fchools,  fupported  wholly  at  the 
expenfe  of  the  town,  and  in  which  the  children  o^  every  clafs  of  citi- 
zens freely  afTociate.  In  the  Latin  grammar  fchool  the  rudiments  of 
the  Latin  and  Greek  languages  are  taught,  and  boys  qualified  for 
the  univerfities  ;  into  this  fchool  none  are  admitted  till  ten  years  of 
age,  having  been  previoufly  well  inftrufted  in  Englifli  grammar.  la 
the  three  Englifli  grammar  fchools,  the  children  of  both  fexes,  from 
feven  to  fourteen  years  of  age,  are  inftrufted  in  fpelling,  accenting 
and  reading  the  Englifli  language,  both  profe  and  verfe,  with  pro- 
priety, alfo  in  Englifli  grammar  and  compofition,  together  with  the 
rudiments  of  geography  ;  in  the  other  three  the  fame  children  are 
taught  writing  and  arithmetic.  Thefe  fchools  are  attended  alter- 
nately, and  each  of  them  is  furniflied  with  an  uflier  or  aflilfant.  The 
mafters  of  thefe  fchools  have  each  a  falary  of  fix  hundred  and  fixty- 
f.x  and  two-thirds  dollars  per  aimum,  payable  quarterly. 

They  are  all  under  the  immediate  care  of  a  committee  of  twenty-one 
gentlemen,  for  the  time  being,  chofen  annually,  whofe  duty  it  is 
"  to  vifit  the  fchools  at  leaft  once  in  three  months,  to  examine  the 
fchoiars  in  the  various  branches  in  which  they  are  taught,  to  devife 
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the  befl  methods  for  the  inftruftion  and  government  of  the  fchoors, 
to  give  fiich  advice  to  the  mafters  as  they  fliall  think  expedient,  and 
by  all  proper  methods  to  excite  in  children  a  laudable  ambition  to 
excel  in  a  virtuous,  amiable  deportment,  and  in  every  branch  of 
tifeful  knowledge."  At  the  annual  vifitation  in  July  1792,  there  were 
prefent  four  hundred  and  feventy  girls,  and  feven  hundred  and 
twenty  boys.  Befides  thefe  there  are  feveral  private  fchools,  for 
inftruftion  in  the  Englifh,  Latin,  and  French  languages — in  writing, 
aiithmetic,  and  the  higher  branches  of  the  mathemjatics — and  alfo  in 
mufic  and  d.nncing.  Perhaps  there  is  not  a  town  in  the  world, 
the  youth  of  which  more  fully  enjoy  the  benefits  of  fchool  educa- 
tion, than  at  Bofron.  And  when  we  confider  how  infeparably  the 
happinefs  and  profperity  of  America,  and  the  exiftence  of  its 
prelent  happy  government,  are  connefted  with  the  education  of 
children,  too  much  credit  cannot  be  given  to  the  enlightened  ci- 
tizens of  this  town,  for  the  attention  they  have  paid  to  this  impor- 
tant bufinefs,  and  the  worthy  example  they  have  exhibited  for  the 
imitation  of  otherj. 

Next  in  importance  to  the  grammar  fchools  are  the  academies,  In 
which,  as  well  as  in  the  grammar  fchools,  young  gentlemen  are  fitted 
for  ndmiCion  to  the  univeriity. 

DUMMER    ACADEMY, 

Dummer  academy,  at  Newbury,  was  founded  as  early  as  1756,  by 
means  of  a  liberal  donation  from  the  Honourable  William  Dummer, 
formerly  Lieutenant-governor,  and  a  worthy  man,  whofe  name  it  has' 
ever  fince  retained.  It  was  opened  in  1763,  and  incorporated  by  an 
aft  of  the  general  court,  in  1782.  By  the  aft  the  number  of  truf- 
tees  is  not  to  exceed  fifteen,  who  are  to  manage  the  funds  for  the 
iupport  of  the  inftruftors.  This  academy  is  at  prefent  in  aflourifiiing- 
ftate.  "  I 

PHILLIPS   ACADEMY. 

This  inflitution,  fituated  in  Andover,  was  founded  and  handfomely 
endowed,  April  21,  1778,  by  the  Honourable  Samuel  Thillips, 
Efq.  of  Andover,  in  the  county  of  EfTcx,  and  Commonwealth  of  Maf- 
fachufetts,  lately  dcceafed,  and  his  brother,  the  Honourable  John 
Phillips,  L.  L.  D.  of  Exeter,  in  the  State  of  New-Hampfliire.  It 
was  incorporated  Odober  4,  1780.  It  is  under  the  direftion  of 
thirteen  truftees  of  refpe6Vable  charadlers,  and  the  immediate  care  of 
ft  principal,  who  is  one  of  the  truftees  ^.v  officio^  aa  aiirilant,  and  a 
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writing  mafter.  They  are  accommodated  with  a  large  and  elegant 
building,  erc£led  at  the  expenfe  of  the  founders,  and  their  brother, 
the  Honourable  William  Phillips,  Efq.  of  Bofton.  It  is  fituated  on  a 
delightful  eminence,  near  the  manfion  houfe  of  the  Honourable  Sa- 
muel Phillips,  Efq.  its  diftinguiflied  patron,  and  fon  of  the  deceafed 
founder — is  encompaffcd  with  a  falubrious  air,  and  commands  an 
cxtenfive  profped.  The  lower  ftory  contains  a  large  fchool-room, 
with  ample  accommodations  for  an  hundred  ftudents,  and  two  other 
apartments  for  a  library,  and  other  purpofes  :  the  upper  ftory  con- 
fifts  of  a  fpacious  hall,  fixty-four  feet  in  length,  and  thirty-three  feet 
in  breadth,  defigned  for  exhibitions  and  other  public  occafions. 

The  defign  of  this  foundation,  according  to  its  conftitution,  is, 
"  The  promotion  of  true  piety  and  virtue,  the  inftrudion  of  youth 
in  the  tinglifli,  Latin,  and  Greek,  languages  ;  together  with  writing, 
arithmetic,  ])ra6tical  geometry,  mufic  and  oratory,  logic  and  -geo- 
graphy ;  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal  arts  and  fciences,  or  lan- 
guages, as  opportunity  and  ability  may  hereafter  admit,  and  the 
truftees  fliall  direft." 

LEICESTTR    ACADEMY. 

This  academy,  in  the  townfliip  of  Leicefter,  and  county  of  Wor- 
cefter,  was  incorporated  in  1784.  For  the  encouragement  of  this 
inftitution,  Ebenezer  Crafts  and  Jacob  Davis,  Efquires,  generoufly 
gave  a  large  anck  commodious  manlion  houfe,  lands  and  appurte- 
nances, in  Leicefter. 

In  Williamftown,  in  Berkfliire  coumy,  is  another  academy.  Col. 
Ephraim  Williams  laid  the  foundation  of  it  by  a  handfome  donation 
inlands.  In  xyqo,  partly  by  lottery,  and  partly  by  the  liberal  do- 
nation of  gentlemen  in  the  town,  a  brick  edifice  was  erefted,  eighty- 
two  feet  by  forty-two,  and  four  ftories  high,  containing  twenty-four 
rooms  for  ftudents,  a  large  f:hoo!-room,  a  dining- hall,  and  a  room 
for  public  fpeaking.  It  has  a  preceptor,  an  uflier,  and  a  niaiter  of 
the  Enghfti  fchool.  The  number  of  ftudents  is  at  prefent  befeen 
fifty  and  fixty,  befides  the  fcholars  of  the  free  fchool.  The  lan- 
guages and  fciences  uiually  taught  in  the  American  colleges  are 
taught  here.  Board,  tuition,  and  other  expeni^es  of  education  are 
very  low  ;  and  from  its  iituation,  and  other  circumftanccs,  it  is 
likely,  in  a  ftiort  time,  to  become  an  inftitution  of  confiderable  uti- 
lity and  importance. 

An  academy  at  Taunton  was  incorporated  in  1792, 
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At  Hingham  is  a  well-enclowed  fchool,  which,  in  honour  of  its 
principal  donor  and  tounder,  is  called  Derby  Schooi,. 

Thefe  academies  are  defigned  to  diffsminate  virtue  and  true  piety, 
to  proraotp  the  education  of  youth  in  the  Englifli,  Latin,  Greek,  and 
Freiich  langnagts,  in  writing,  arithmetic,  oratory,  geography, 
praftical  geometry,  logic,  philofophy,  and  fuch  other  of  the  liberal 
arts  and  fciences,  or  languages,  as  may  be  thought  expedient. 

HARVARD    UMIVERSIT'/. 

This  inflltution  takes  its  date  from  the  year  1638.  Two  years 
before,  the  general  court  gave  four  hundred  pounds  for  the  fupport 
of  a  public  fchool  at  Newtown,  which  has  iince  been  called  Cam- 
bridge. This  year  (1638)  the  Rev.  iVIr.  John  Harvard,  a  worthy 
minifler  refuling  in  Charlefton,  died,  and  left  a  donation  of  feven 
hundred  and  feventy-nine  pounds,  for  the  rife  of  the  forementioned 
public  fchool.  In  honour  to  the  memory  of  fo  liberal  a  benefador, 
the  general  court,  the  fame  year,  ordered  that  the  fchool  fliould  take 
the  name  of  Harvard  College.     .    '  , 

In  1642,  the  college  was  put  upon  a  more  refpeftable  footing,  and 
the  governor,  deputy  governor,  and  magiftrates,  and  the  minifters 
of  the  fix  next  adjacent  towns,  with  the  prefident,  were  erefted  into 
a  corporation  for  the  ordering  and  managing  its  concerns.  It  re- 
ceived its  firfi:  charter  in  16^0. 

Cambridge,  in  which  the  univerfity  is  fituated,  is  a  pleafant  vil- 
lage, four  miles  weflvvard  from  Boflon,  containing  a  number  of  gen- 
tlemen's feats,  which  are  neat  and  well-built.  The  univerfity  con- 
lifts  of  four  elegant  brick  edifices,  handfomely  enclofed.  They  ftand 
on  a  beautiful  green,  which  fpreads  to  the  north-weft,  and  exhibit  9. 
pkafing  view. 

The  names  of  the  feveral  buildings  are,  Harvard  Hall,  Maffachu- 
fetts  Hall,  Hollis  Hall  and  Holden  Chapel.  Harvard  Hall  is  divided 
into  fix  apartments;  one  of  which  is  appropriated  for  the  librar}', 
one  tor  the  m.ufeum,  two  for  the  philofophical  apparatus  ;  one  is 
uff  d  for  a  rhnpel,  and  the  other  for  a  dining  hall.  The  library,  io 
1791,  confined  of  upwajds  of  thirteen  thoufand  volumes ;  and  is 
continually  increafing  from  the  intcrcfl  of  permanent  funds,  as 
well  as  from  calual  benefadVions.  The  philofophical  apparatus  be- 
io-ging  to  this  univerfuy,  coft  between  one  thoufand  four  hundred, 
and  one  thoufand  five  hundied  pounds  llerling,  and  is  the  moft 
ekgant  and  compkte  of  any  in  America.  '" 
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Agreeable  to  the  prefcnt  conftitution  of  ^Nlaffachufett?,  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor,  Lieutenant-governor,  the  Council  and  Senate, 
the  Prefident  of  the  xmiverfity,  and  the  minifters  of  the  congrega- 
tional churches  in  the  towns  of  Boflon,  Charlefton,  Cambridge,  Wa- 
tcrtown,  Roxbury,  and  Dorchefter,  are,  c.v  oj/iciis,  overfcers  of  the 
univerlity. 

The  corporation  is  a  diftinftbody,  confiding  of  feven  members,  ia 
whom  is  vefted  the  property  of  the  univerfity. 

Harvard  univerfity  has  a  I'reftdent,  Emeritus  Profeflbr  of  Divi- 
nity— Hollifian  Profeflbr  of  Divinity — Hancock  Profeflbr  of  Hebrew 
and  other  Oiiental  languages — HoHis  ProfelTor  of  Mathematics  and 
Natural  Philofophy — Herfey  Profeflbr  of  Anatomy  and  Surgery — 
Herfey  Profeffor  of  the  theory  and  praftice  of  Phyfic — Erving  Pro- 
feflbr of  Chymifl:ry  and  Materia  Medica — four  tutors,  who  teach 
the  Greek  and  Latin  languages,  logic,  metaphyfics,  and  ethics, 
geography,  and  the  elements  of  geometry,  natural  philofophy,  aflro- 
nomy,  and  hiflory  ;  and  a  preceptor  of  the  French  language. 

This  univerfity,  as  to  its  library,  philofophical  apparatus  and 
profeflbrfliips,  is  at  prefent  the  firfl  literary  inftitution  on  the  Ameri- 
can continent.  Since  its  firft  eflablifliment,  upwards  of  three  thoufand 
three  hundred  ftudents  have  received  honorary  degrees  from  its  fuc- 
cefiive  ofhcers ;  about  one  third  of  whom  have  been  ordained  to  the 
work  of  the  gofpel  miniilr}'.  It  has  generally  from  one  hundred  and 
thirty  to  one  hundred  and  flxty  ftudents. 

This  univerfity  is  liberally  endowed,  and  is  frequently  receiving 
donations  for  the  eftabliftiment  of  new  profeflorftiips.  Formerly 
there  was  an  annual  grant  made  by  the  legiflature  to  the  prefident 
nnd  profeflbrs,  of  from  four  to  five  hundred  pounds,  which  for 
ieveral  years  paft  has  been  difcontinued. 

RE.VENUE   AND    TA::eS. 

The  principal  fources  of  revenue  arc  land  and  poll  taxes,  and 
the  fales  of  new  lands.  Taxes  are  levied  on  all  males  between 
fixteen  and  fifty,  except  fucli  as  are  exempted  by  law— alfo  on  the 
number  of  acres  of  improved  and  unimproved  land — on  dwell ing- 
houfes  and  barns,  warehoufes,  ftores,  &c.  Thefe  are  all  valued, 
and  upon  this  valuation  taxes  are  laid,  {o  many  pounds  for  every 
one  thoufand  pounds, 

CONSTI- 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conflitution  agreed  upon  by  the  delegates  of  the  people  of  the 
State  of  MafTachufetts  Bay,  in  convention,  begun  and  held  at  Cam- 
bridge, on  the  firft  of  September,  1779,  and  continued  by  adjourn- 
ments to  the  fecond  of  March,   1780. 

PREAMBLE. 

The  end  of  the  inftitution,  maintenance  and  adminiftration  of  go- 
vernmenr,  is  to  fecure  the  exillence  of  the  body  politic,  to  protecft 
it,  and  to  furnifli  the  individuals  who  compofe  it  with  the  power  of 
enjoying,  in  iafety  and  tranquillity,  their  natural  rights  and  the 
blefiings  of  life  ;  and  whenever  thefe  great  objects  are  not  attained,  the 
people  have  a  right  to  alter  the  government,  and  to  take  meafures 
iiecefiary  for  their  fafety,  profperity  and  happinefs. 

The  body  politic  is  formed  by  a  voluntary  aflbciation  of  indivi- 
duals ;  it  is  a  focial  compaft,  by  which  the  whole  people  covenants 
with  each  citizen,  and  each  citizen  with  the  whole  people,  that  all 
fliall  be  governed  by  certain  laws  for  the  common  good.  It  is  the 
duty  of  the  people,  therefore,  in  framing  a  conflitution  of  govern- 
jnent,  to  provide  for  an  equitable  mode  of  making  laws,  as  well  as 
for  an  impartial  interpretation  and  a  faithful  execution  of  them,  that 
every  man  may  at  all  times  find  his  fecurity  in  them. 

We,  therefore,  the  people  of  MafTachufetts,  acknowledging  with 
grateful  hearts  the  goodnefs  of  the  Great  Legiflature  of  the  univerfe, 
in  affording  us,  in  the  courfe  of  his  providence,  an  opportunity, 
dtlibcrately  and  peaceably,  without  fraud,  violence  or  furprize,  of 
entering  into  an  original,  explicit,  and  folemn  compaft  with  each 
other;  and  of  forming  a  new  conftitution  of  civil  government  for 
oiirfelves  and  poflerity  ;  and  devoutly  imploring  his  direction  in  fo 
interefling  a  defign,  DO  agree  upon,  ordain  and  eflablifli  the  fol- 
lowing Declaration  of  Rights,  and  Frame  of  Govern- 
ment, as  the  Constitution  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts. 

declaration  of  rights. 

I.  All  men  are  born  free  and  equal,  and  have  certain  natural,  ef- 
fential  and  unalienable  rights ;  among  which  may  be  reckoned  the 
right  of  enjoyhig  and  defending  their  lives  and  liberties ;  that  of  ac- 
quiring, 
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<lTiit'ing,  pollefling  and  prote^ing  property  j  in  fine,  that  of  feeking 
and  obtaining  their  lafety  and  happinefs. 

II.  It  is  the  right  as  well  as  the  duty  of  all  men  in  fociety,  publicly, 
and  at  ftated  feafons,  to  worihip  the  Supreme  Being,  the  Great  Crea- 
tor and  Preferver  of  the  univerie.  And  no  fubjeft  fliall  be  hurt, 
molefled,  or  reftrained  in  his  perfon,  liberty,  or  eftate,  for  wor- 
fliipping  God  in  the  manner  and  fcalon  niofi:  agreeable  to  the  didates 
of  his  own  confcience,  or  for  his  religious  profeffion  or  fcntiments, 
provided  he  doth  not  difturb  the  public  peace,  or  obflrud  others  in 
their  religious  worfhip. 

III.  As  the  happinefs  of  a  people,  and  the  good  order  and  prefer- 
vatiou  of  civil  government,  eflentially  depend  upon  piety,  religion, 
and  morality ;  and  as  thefe  cannot  be  generally  diifufed  through  & 
community,  but  by  tiie  inllitution  of  the  public  worfliip  of  God,  and 
of  public  inftrudions  in  piety,  religion,  and  morality ;  therefore, 
to  promote  their  happinefs,  and  to  fecure  the  good  order  and  pre- 
fervation  of  their  government,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have 
a  right  to  invelt  their  legiflature  with  power  to  authorife  and  require, 
and  the  legiflature  Thai!,  from  time  to  time,  authorife  and  require 
the  feveral  towns,  pariflies,  precinfts,  and  other  bodies  politic,  or 
religious  focieties,  to  make  fuitable  provifion,  at  their  own  expenfe, 
for  the  inftitution  of  the  public  worfhip  of  God,  and  for  the  fupport 
and  maintenance  of  public  Proteftant  teachers  of  piety,  religion,  and 
morality,  in  all  cafes  where  fuch  provifion  fliall  not  be  made  volun- 
tarily. 

And  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  have  alfo  a  right  to,  and  do 
inveft  their  legiflature  with  authority  to  enjoin  upon  all  the  fubje6l:s, 
an  attendance  upon  the  inftrudions  of  the  public  teachers  as  afore- 
fiaid,  at  ftated  times  and  feafons,  if  there  be  any  onwhofe  inftrudions 
they  can  confcientioufly  and  conveniently  attend. 

Provided  notvvitbftanding,  that  the  feveral  towns,  pariflies,  pre- 
cincts, and  other  bodies  politic,  or  religious  focieties,  fliall,  at  all 
times,  have  the  excluflve  right  of  eleding  their  public  teachers,  and 
of  contracting  with  them  for  their  fupport  and  maintenance. 

And  all  monies  paid  by  the  fubject  to  the  fupport  of  public  wor- 
fliip, and  of  the  public  teachers  aforefaid,  fliall,  if  he  require  it,  be 
uniformly  applied  to  the  fuppo,;t  of  the  public  teacher  or  teachers  of 
Iiis  own  religious  fedt  or  denomination,  provided  there  be  any  on 
vvhofe  iaftructions  he  attends,  othervvifc  it  may  be  paid  towards  the 

fupport 
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fupport  of  the  teacher  or  teachers  of  the  parifli  or  precinct  in  vvhicli 
the  fnid  monies  are  raifed. 

And  every  dfenoniination  of  Chriilians  demesning  themfelves 
peaceably,  and  as  good  fubjefts  of  the  Commonwealth,  fhall  be 
equally  \inder  the  protection  of  the  law :  and  no  fubordination 
of  any  one  fecft  or  denomination  to  another  fliali  ever  be  ellabhflied 
by  law. 

IV.  The  people  of  this  Cominonwealth  have  the  fole  and  exclufive 
right  of  governing  then^,fi:!ves  as  a  free,  fovereign,  and  independent 
State  ;  and  do,  and  for  ever  hereafter  fiiall,  exercife  and  enjoy  every 
power,  juriidiiStion,  and  right,  which  is  not,  or  may  not  hereafter  be 
by  them  exprefsly  delegated  to  the  United  States  of  America,  in 
Congrefs  afi'embled. 

V.  All  power  refiding  original'y  in  the  people,  and  being  de- 
rived from  them,  the  leveral  magiilrates  and  officers  of  govern- 
iTient,  vefted  with  authority,  whether  legifiative,  executive,  or  judi- 
cial, are  their  fubftitutes  and  agents,  and  are  at  all  times  accountable 
to  them. 

VI.  No  man,  or  corporation,  or  affociation  of  men,  have  any  other- 
title  to  obtain  advantages,  or  particular  and  exclufive  privileges, 
diftinft  from  thofe  of  the  community,  than  what  arifes  from  the 
Goniideration  of  fervices  rendered  to  the  public ;  and  this  title  being  in 
nature  neither  hereditary  nor  trahfmifFible  to  children,  or  defcendants, 
or  relations  by  blood,  the  idea  of  a  man  born  a  magiftrate,  lawgiver, 
or  judge,  is  abfurd  and  unnatural. 

VII.  Government  is  inftituted  for  the  common  good  ;  for  the 
protection,  fafety,  profperity,  and  happinefs  of  the  people,  and 
not  for  the  profit,  honour,  or  prr/ate  intereft  of  any  one  man,  fa- 
mily, or  clafs  of  men  :  therefore,  rht-  people  alone  h?A'e  an  incontef- 
table,  unalienable,  and  indefeafible  rigl.t  to  inftitute  government;  and 
to  reform,  alter,  or  totally  change  tlie  fame,  when  their  proteftion, 
fafety,  profperity,  and  happinefs  require  it. 

VIIT.  in  order  to  prevent  thofe  who  aie  veded  with  authority  from- 
becoming  oppiellbr?,  the  people  have  a  right,  at  fuch  periods,  and 
in  fiKh  manner  as  they  Ihall  eftabh.lh  by  their  frame  of  govern- 
ment, to  caufe  their  public  officers  to  return  to  private  lile,  and 
to  fill  up  vacant  places  by  certain  and  reguiar  elections  and  appoint- 
ment';. 

IX.  All  clefllous  ought  to  be  free,  and  all  the  inhabitants  of  this 
Ccmmoiuve.iUh    luving  U'.rh  qnalifaaUous  as  ihey  fliall  eilablifli  by 

their 
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their  frame  of  government,  have  nn  equal  right  to  e'left  officers,  and 
to  be  elefted  for  public  employments. 

X.  Each  individual  of  the  fociety  has  a  right  to  be  protefted  by  it, 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  life,  liberty,  and  property,  according  to  {land- 
ing laws.  He  is  obliged,  confequently,  to  contribute  his  fliare  to 
the  expenfe  of  this  protection  ;  to  give  his  perfonal  fervice,  or  aii 
equivalent,  when  neceffary  :  but  no  part  of  the  property  of  any 
individual  can,  with  juftice,  be  taken  from  him,  or  applied  to  public 
ufes,  without  his  own  confent  or  that  of  the  reprefentativc  body  of 
the  people  :  in  fine,  the  people  of  this  Commonwealth  are  not  con- 
troulable  by  any  other  laws  than  thofe  to  which  their  conftitutional 
reprefentative  body  have  given  their  confent.  Arwi  whenever  the 
public  exigencies  require  that  the  property  of  any  individual  fliould 
be  appropriated  to  public  ufes,  he  fliall  receive  a  reafonable  compcn- 
fation  therefor. 

XI.  Every  fubjeft  of  the  Commonwealth  ought  to  find  a  certain 
remedy,  by  having  recourfe  to  the  laws  for  all  injuries  or  wrongs 
which  he  may  receive  in  his  perfon,  property,  or  charafter.  He 
ought  to  obtain  right  and  juftice  freely,  and  without  being  obliged  to 
purchafe  it,  completely  and  without  any  denial,  promptly  and  with- 
out delay,  conformably  to  the  laws. 

XII.  No  fubjeft  fliall  be  held  to  anfwer  for  any  crime  or  offence, 
Until  the  fame  is  fully  and  plainly,  fubftantially  and  formally,  defcribed 
to  him  ;  or  be  compelled  to  acciife,  or  furnifli  evidence  againfl  him- 
felf.  And  every  fubjeft  fliall  have  a  right  to  produce  all  proofs  that 
may  be  favourable  to  him  ;  to  meet  the  witneffes  againfl  him  face  to 
face,  and  to  be  fully  heard  in  his  defence  by  himfelf  or  his  coun- 
fel,  at  his  eledion.  And  no  fubjeft  fliall  be  arrefted,  imprifoned, 
defpoiled,  or  deprived  of  his  property,  immunities,  or  privileges,  put 
out  of  the  protedion  of  the  law,  exiled,  or  deprived  of  his  life,  li- 
berty, or  eftate,  but  by  the  judgment  of  *his  peers,  or  the  law  of  the 
land. 

And  the  legiflature  fliall  not  make  any  law  that  fliall  fubje£t  any  per- 
fon to  a  capital  or  infamous  punifliment,  excepting  for  the  govcrn- 
rnent  of  the  army  and  navy,  without  trial  by  jury. 

XIII.  In  criminal  profccutions,  the  verification  of  fafts  in  the  vici- 
nity where  they  happen,  is  one  of  the  greateft  fecurities  of  the  life, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizen. 

XIV.  Every  fubjetfl  has  a  right  to  be  fecure  from  all  unreafonable 
fearches,  andfcizures  of  his  perfon,  his  houfes,  hii  papers,  and  all  his 

Vol,  11,  B  b  pof- 
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pofleffions.  All  warrants,  therefore,  are  contrary  to  tjjis  right,  if 
the  caufe  or  foundation  of  them  be  not  previoufly  fupported  by  oath 
or  affirmatioQ  ;  and  if  the  order  in  a  warrant  to  a  civil  officer,  to 
rriakc  fearch  ia  all  fufpefted  places,  or  to  arreft  one  or  more  fuf- 
pefted  perfona,  or  to  feize  their  property,  be  not  accompanied  with 
a  i'pecial  defignation  of  the  perfons  or  objefts  of  fearch,  arreft,  or  fei- 
zure  ;  and  no  warrant  ought  to  be  ifliied,  but  in  cafes  and  with  the 
formalities  prefcribed  by  the  laws. 

XV.  In  all  controverfies  concerning  property,  and  in  all  fuits  be- 
tween two  or  more  perfons,  except  in  cafes  in  which  it  has  heretofore 
been  otherways  ufed  and  praftifed,  the  parties  hav^e  a  right  to  a  trial 
by  a  jury;  and  this  method  of  procedure  iliall  be  held  fucred,  un- 
lefs,  in  caufes  arifing  on  the  high  feas,  and  fuch  as  relate  to  ma- 
riners wages,  the  legiflature  flnll  hereafter  find  it  neceiTary  to 
alter  it. 

XVI.  The  liberty  of  the  prefs  is  eflential  to  the  fecurity  of  freedom 
in  a  State  ;  it  ought  not,  therefore,  to  be  reilraincd  in  this  Com- 
monwealth. 

XVII.  The  people  have  a  right  to  keep  and  to  bear  arms  for  the 
common  defence.  And  as  in  time  of  peace  armies  are  dangerous  to 
liberty,  they  ought  not  to  be  maintained  without  the  ccnfent  of  the 
legiflature  ;  and  the  military  power  fliali  always  be  held  in  exa£l  fub- 
ordination  to  the  civil  authority,  and  be  governed  by  it. 

XVIII.  A  frequent  recurrence  to  the  fundamental  principles  of  the 
eonflitution,  and  a  conftant  adherence  to  thofe  of  piety,  juftice,  mode- 
ration, temperance,  induilry,  and  frugality,  are  abfolutely  necelTary 
to  preierve  the  advantages  of  liberty,  and  to  maintain  a  free  govern- 
ment. The  people  ought,  confequently,  to  liave  a  particular  atten- 
tion to  uU  thofe  principles  in  the  choice  of  their  oilieers  and  repre- 
fentatives:  and  they  have  a  right  to  requu'e  of  their  lawgivers  and 
magifrrates  an  exact  and  conftant  obfervance  of  them,  in  the  forma- 
tion and  execution  of  all  lav/s  necelFary  for  the  good  adminiftration  of 
the  Commonwealth. 

XIX.  The  peoj'le  have  a  right,  in  an  orderly  and  peaceable  manner, 
to  aflemble  to  confult  upon  the  common  good  ;  give  inftruiStions  to 
their  reprefentatives,  and  to  reqmeft  of  the  legiflative  body,  by  the 
way  of  addrclii-s,  petitions  or  remonftranccs,  redrefs  of  the  wrongs 
done  them,  and  of  the  grievances  they  fufter. 

XX.  The  power  of  fufpending  the  laws,  or  the  execution  of  the 
laws,  oujj;ht  never  to  bs  exercifed  but  by  the  legiiluture,  or  by  au- 

^.  thority 
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thority  derived  from  iij  to  be  exerclfed  in  fuch  particular  cafjs  only 
as  the  legiflature  fliaU  cxprefsly  provide  for. 

XXI.  The  freec.'om  of  deliberation,  fpeech,  and  debate,  in  either 
Houfe  of  the  L.'giflature,  is  fo  eflential  to  the  rights  of  the  peo- 
ple, that  it  (V.nnot  be  the  foundation  of  any  accufation  or  pro- 
fecution,  aO^on.  or  complaint,  in  any  other  court  or  place  whatfo- 
ever. 

XXII  The  legiflature  ought  frequently  to  aflemble  for  the  re- 
drefs  *f  grievances,  for  corrcding,  ftrengthening,  and  confirming 
the  lAvs,  and  for  making  new  laws,  as  the  common  good  may  re- 

qui«- 
XXTIT.    No  fubfidy,    charge,    tax,    impoft,    or  duties,    ought  to 

le  eftabliflied,  fixed,  laid,  or  levied,  under  any  pretext  whatfoever, 
^vitl»out  the  confent  of  the  people,  or  their  reprefentatives  in  the 
legiflature. 

XXIV.  Laws  made  to  punifli  for  a£lions  done  before  the  exiftence 
of  fuch  laws,  and  which  have  not  been  declared  crimes  by  pre- 
ceding laws,  are  unjuft,  oppreffive,  and  inconfiftent  with  the  fun- 
damental principles  of  a  free  government. 

XXV.  No  fubje£l  ought,  in  any  cafe,  or  in  any  time,  to  be  de- 
clared guilty  of  treafon  or  felony  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVI.  No  magifl;rate  or  court  of  law  fliall  demand  exceflive 
bail  or  fureties,  impofe  exceffive  fines,  or  infli6l  cruel  or  unulual  pu- 
nifliments. 

XXVII.  In  time  of  peace,  no  foldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any 
houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner;  and  in  time  of  war,  fuch 
quarters  ought  not  to  be  made  but  by  the  civil  magiilrate,  in  a  man# 
ner  ordained  by  the  legiflature. 

XXVIII.  No  perfon  can  in  any  cafe  be  fubje^^ed  to  law  martial, 
or  to  any  penalties  or  pains  by  virtue  of  that  law,  except  thofe  em- 
ployed in  the  army  or  navy,  and  except  the  militia  in  aftual  fervice, 
but  by  authority  of  the  legiflature. 

XXIX.  It  is  eflential  to  the  prefervation  of  the  rights  of  every  in- 
dividual, his  life,  liberty,  property,  and  character,  that  there  be  an 
impartial  interpretation  of  the  laws,  and  adminiftratiun  of  juftice.  Jt 
is  the  right  of  every,  citizen  to  be  tried  by  judges  as  free,  impartial, 
and  independent,  as  the  lot  of  humanity  will  admit.  It  is  therefore 
not  only  the  bed  policy,  but  for  the  fccurity  of  the  rights  of  the 
people,  and  of  every  citizen,  that  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  judicial 
court  fliould  hold  their  offices  as  long  as  they  behave  thcmfelves  well; 

£  b  s(  and 
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and  that  they  fhould  have  honourable  falaries,  afcertained  and  eilab- 
liflied  by  ftanding  laws, 

XXX.  In  the  goverm-nent  of  this  Commonwealth,  the  legiflative 
department  fliall  never  exercife  the  executive  and  judicial  powers,  or 
either  of  them  :  the  executive  fliall  never  exercife  the  legiflative  and 
judicial  powers,  or  either  of  them  ;  the  judicial  fliall  never  exercife 
the  legiflative  and  executive  powers,  or  either  of  them,  to  the  end 
it  may  be  a  government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men.  .,.- .     ._  ^r-,-.'- 

THE    GENERAL    COURT. 

I.  The  department  of  legiflation  fliall  be  formed  by  two  branches, 
aSENATE,  and  House  OF  Representatives,  each  of  which  fll^di 
have  a  negative  on  the  other. 

The  legiflative  body  fliall  aflemble  every  year  on  the  lafl:  Wednef- 
day  in  May,  and  at  fuch  other  times  as  they  fliall  judge  neceflary ;  and 
fliall  difl!blve  and  be  dllfolved  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  faid  lafl: 
Wednefday  in  May,  and  fliall  be  ftiled  The  General  Court  of 
Massachusetts. 

II.  No  bill  or  refolve  of  the  Senate  or  IToufe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall 
become  a  law,  and  have  force  as  fuch,  until  it  fliall  have  been  laid 
before  the  governor  for  his  revifal ;  and  if  he,  upon  fuch  revifion, 
npprove  thereof,  he  fliall  fignify  his  approbation  by  figning  the  fame. 
But  if  he  have  any  objedion  to  the  paffing  of  fuch  bill  or  refolve,  he 
fliall  return  the  fame,  together  with  his  objcftions  thereto,  in  writing, 
to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  which  foever  the  fame 
^lall  have  originated  ;  who  fliall  enter  the  objeftions  fent  down  by 
the  governor  at  large  on  their  records,  and  proceed  to  re-confider 
the  faid  bill  or  refolve.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideration,  two-thirds 
of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall,  notwithilanding 
the  faid  objecfcions,  agree  to  pafs  the  lame,  it  fliall,  together  with  the 
objeftions,  be  fent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where  it 
fliall  alfo  be  j"e-confldered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers prej'ent,  it  fliall  have  the  force  of  a  lav/.  But  in  all  fuch 
cafes,  the  votes  of  both  Hoiifcs  fliall  be  determined  by  yeas  and 
nays ;  and  the  names  of  the  perfons  voting  for  or  againfl:  the  faid 
bill  or  refolve,  fliall  be  entered  upon  the  public  records  of  the  Com* 
nionwealth. 

And  in  Older  to  prevent  unnccelTary  delays,  if  any  bill  or  refolve 
fliall  net  be   returned    by  the  governor  within  five  days  after  if 
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fliall  have  been  prefented,    the   fame  fliall  have    the   force  of  a 
law. 

III.  The  general  court  fliall  for  ever  have  full  power  and  autho- 
rity to  ereft  and  coniVitute  judicatories  and  courts  of  record,  or  other 
courts,  to  be  held  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  for  the 
hearing,  trying,  and  determining  all  manner  of  crimes,  offences, 
pleas,  procefles,  plaints,  aftions,  matters,  caules,  and  things  what- 
foever,  arifing  or  happening  within  the  Commonwealth,  or  be- 
tween or  concerning  perfons  inhabiting,  or  refiding,  or  brought 
within  the  fame,  whether  the  fame  be  criminal  or  civil,  or  whether  the 
faid  crimes  be  capital  or  not  capital,  and  whether  the  faid  pleas  be 
real,  perfonal,  or  mixed ;  and  for  the  awarding  and  making  out  of 
execution  thereupon;  to  which  courts  and  judicatories  are  hereby 
given  and  granted  full  power  and  authority  from  time  to  time  to  ad- 
niinifter  oaths  or  affirmations,  for  the  better  difcovery  of  truth  in  any 
matter  in  controverly  or  depending  before  them. 

IV.  And  further,  full  power  and  authority  are  hereby  given  and 
granted  to  the  faid  General  Court  from  time  to  time  to  make,  ordain, 
and  eftablifli  all  manner  of  wholefome   and  reafonable  orders,  laws, 
xlatutes  and  ordinances,  direftions  and  inilruftions,  either  with  pe- 
nalties or  without,  fo  as  the  fame  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to 
this  conftitution,  as  they  fliall  judge  to  be  for  the  good  and  welfare  of 
this  Commonwealth,  and  tor  the  government  and  ordering  thereof, 
and  of  the  fubjefts  of  the  fame,  and  for  the  neceflTary  fupport  and 
defence  of  the   government   thereof ;    and  to   name  and  fettle  an- 
nually, or  provide  by  fixed  laws,  for  the  naming  and  fettling  all  civil 
oflicers  within  the  faid  Commonwealth,  the  eleftion  and  conftitutiou 
of  whom  are  not  hereafter  in  this  form  of  government  otherwife  pro- 
vided for  ;  and  to  fet  forth  the  feveral  duties,  powers,  and  limits, 
of  the  feveral  civil  and  military  officers  of  this  Commonwealth,  and 
the  forms  of  fuch  oaths  or  affirmations  as  fliall  be  refpe6i:ively  admi- 
nifliered  unto  them  for  the  execution  of  their  feveral  offices  and  places, 
fo  as  the  fiime  be  not  repugnant  or  contrary  to  this  conftitutiou;  and 
to   impofe  and  levy  proportional  and  reafonable  afleffinents,  rates, 
and  taxes,    upon,  all  the  inhabitants  of,  and  perfons  refident,  and 
eftates  lying  within  the  faid  Commonwealth;  and  alfo  to  impofe  and 
jevy    reafonable    duties  and    excifes   upon   any  produce,     goods, 
Wires,  merchandizes,  and  commodities    whatfoever,    brought  into, 
prt(.!uced,  manufactured,  or  being  within  the  fame,  to  be  iflued  and 
difp^fed  of  by  warrant  under  the  hand  of  the  governor  of  this  Com- 
monwealth 
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monwealih  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the 
council,  for  the  public  fervice,  in  the  neceffary  defence  and  fupport 
of  the  government  of  the  faid  Commonwealth,  and  the  prote£tion  and 
prefervation  of  the  fubjecls  thereof,  according  to  fuch  ads  as  are  or 
fliall  be  in  force  within  the  fame. 

And  while  the  public  charges  of  government,  or  any  part  thereof, 
fliall  be  afTcfled  on  polls  and  eflates,  in  the  manner  that  has  hitherto 
been  pra61ifed ;  in  order  that  fuch  affeffinents  may  be  made  with 
equality,  there  fhall  be  a  valuation  of  eftates  within  the  Common- 
wealth taken  anew  once  in  every  ten  years  at  the  leaft,  and  as 
much  oftener  as  the  general  court  fliall  order. 

SENATE. 

I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elected  by  the  freeholders  and  other  in- 
habitants of  this  Commonwealth,  qualified  ns  in  thisconftitution  is  pro- 
vided, forty  perfons  to  be  counfellors  and  fenators  for  the  year  enfu- 
mg  their  eleftion,  to  be  chofcn  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  diftrids 
into  which  the  Commonwealth  may  from  time  to  time  be  divided  by 
the  general  court  for  that  purpofe.  And  the  general  court,  in 
?ffigning  the  numbers  to  be  eleded  by  the  refpedtive  dil1:ritT:s,  fliall 
govern  themfelves  by  the  proportion  of  the  public  taxes  paid  by  the 
faid  diftrids,  and  timely  make  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  Com- 
monxvealth,  the  limits  of  each  diilri^l,  and  the  number  of  counfellors 
3.nd  fenators  to  be  chofen  therein,  provided  that  the  number  of  fuch 
diftri^lo  fliall  be  never  lefs  than  thirteen,  and  that  no  diftrid  be  fa 
iarge  as  to  entitle  the  fame  to  chufe  more  than  fix  fenators. 

Andthe  feveral  counties  in  this  Commonwealth  fliall,  until  the 
general  court  fliall  determine  it  necefl"ary  to  alter  the  faid  diftrifts, 
be  diflirlcts  for  the  choice  of  counfellors  and  fenators  (except  that  the 
counties  of  Dukes  county  and  Nantucket,  fliall  form  one  difl:ri£l:  for 
that  purpofe)  and  fliall  ele6l  the  following  number  for  counfellors 
and  fenators,  viz. 
Suffolk 6  1  York .a 


Efll'x 6 

Middlefex 5 

Hampfliire 4 

Plymouth 3 

Barnftable i 

Briftol \ 


Dukes  county  and  Nantucket  .    r 

Worcefter 5 

Cumberland      • 

Lincoln I 

Berkfliire •  » 

II  The 
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11.  The  fenate  fliall  be  the  firft  branch  of  the  legiflaturc  ;  and  the 
fenators  fliall  bechoien  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  there  fliall  be  a 
meeting  on  the  firfl  Monday  in  April  annually,  for  ever,  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  each  town  in  the  feveral  counties  of  this  Commonwealth,  to 
be  called  by  the  felecl  men,  and  warned  in  due  courfe  of  law,  at  Icafl: 
feven  days  before  the  fiift  Monday  in  April,  for  the  purpofe  of  clcft- 
ing  perfons  to  be  fenntors  and  counfellors  :  and  at  fuch  meetings 
every  male  inhabitant  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards,  having 
a  freehold  eflate  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  annual  income  of 
three  pounds,  or  any  eftate  of  the  value  of  fixty  pounds,  fliall  have 
a  right  to  give  his  vote  for  the  fenators  for  the  diftri(fl  of  which  he  is 
an  inhabitant.  And  to  remove  all  doubts  concerning  the  meaning  of 
the  word  *'  inhabitant,"  in  this  conftitution,  every  perfon  fliall  be 
confldered  as  an  inhabitant,  for  the  purpofe  of  ele(^ing  and  being 
eleded  into  any  office  or  place  within  this  State,  in  that  town,  diftri£l, 
or  plantation,  where  he  dwelleth,  or  hath  his  home. 

The  feleft  men  of  the  feveral  towns  fliall  prefide  at  fiich  meetings 
impartially,  and  fliall  receive  the  votes  of  all  the  inhabitants  of  fuch 
towns  prefent,  and  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators,  and  fliall  fort  and 
count  them  in  open  town  meeting,  and  in  prefence  of  the  town  clerk, 
who  fliall  make  a  fair  record,  in  prefence  of  the  feleft  men,  and  in 
open  town  meeting,  of  the  name  of  every  perfon  voted  for,  and  of 
the  number  of  votes  againft  his  name  ;  and  a  fair  copy  of  this  record 
fliall  be  attefled  by  the  feled  men  and  the  town  clerk,  and  fliall  be 
fealed  up,  directed  to  the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth  for  the 
time  being,  with  a  fuperfcription  exprefling  the  purport  of  the  con- 
tents thereof,  and  delivered  by  the  town  clerk  of  fuch  towns  to  the 
flieriff  of  the  county  in  which  fuch  town  lies,  thirty  days  at  leafi:  be- 
fore the  lafl:  Wednefday  in  May  annually  ;  or  it  fliall  be  delivered  into 
the'fecretary's  office  feventeen  days  at  leall  before  the  faid  lafl;  Wed- 
nefday in  May  ;  and  the  flierifF  of  each  county  fliall  deliver  all  fuch 
tertificates  by  him  received  into  the  fecretary's  office  feventeen  days 
before  the  faid  laft  Wednefday  in  Maf. 

And  the  inhabitants  of  plantations  unincorporated,  qualified  as  this 
conftitution  provides,  who  are  or  fliall  be  impowered  or  required  to 
aflefs  taxes  upon  themfelves  towards  the  fupport  of  government, 
fliall  have  the  lame  privilege  of  voting  for  counfellors  and  fenators  in 
the  plantations  where  they  refide,  as  town  inhabitants  have  in  their  re- 
fpeftive  towns;  and  the  plantation  me;gtings  for  that  purpofe  fliall  be 
held  annually  on  the  fame  firft  Monday  in  April,  at  fuch  place  in  the 
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Plantations  refpeftively  as  the  afleflbrs  thereof  fliall  direct  ;  which 
aflefTors  fliali  have  like  authority  for  notifying  the  electors,  collefting 
and  returning  the  votes,  as  the  fele£t  men  and  town  clerks  have  in  their" 
feveral  towns  by  this  conftitution.  And  all  other  perfons  living  in 
places  unincorporated  (qualified  as  aforefaid)  who  fhall  be  afleffed  to 
the  fupport  of  government  by  the  afleflbrs  of  an  adjacent  town,  fhall 
have  the  privilege  of  giving  in  their  votes  for  counfellors  and  fenators, 
in  the  town  vvhere  they  fliall  be  afTelfed,  and  be  notified  of  the  place  of 
meeting  by  the  felec^  men  of  the  town  where  they  fliall  be  afl'efTed, 
for  that  purpofe  accordingly. 

III.  And  that  there  may  be  a  due  convention  of  fenators  on  the  lafl 
Wednefday  in  May,  annually,  the  governor  and  live  of  the  council 
for  the  time  being  fhall,  as  foon  as  may  be,  examine  the  returned 
copies  of  fuch  records  ;  and  fourteen  days  before  the  faid  day  he  fliall 
ilfue  his  fummons  to  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  appear  to  be  chofen  by  the 
majority  of  voters,  to  attend  on  that  day  and  take  their  feats  accor- 
dingly; provided  neverthelefs,  that  for  the  firfl  year  the  faid  returned 
copies  fliall  be  examined  by  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the 
former  conflitution  of  government ;  and  the  faid  prefident  fliall,  in 
like  manner,  iflue  his  fummons  to  the  perfons  fo  elefted,  that  they 
may  take  their  feats  as  aforefaid. 

IV.  The  Senate  fliall  be  the  final  judge  of  the  elections,  return?, 
and  qualifications  of  their  own  members,  as  pointed  out  in  the  conftitu- 
tion, and  fliall,  on  the  faid  lafl  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  deter- 
mine and  declare  who  are  elefted  by  each  diflri£l  to  be  fenators  by  a 
majority  of  votes  :  and  in  cafe  there  fhall  not  appear  to  be  the  full 
number  of  fenators  elefled  by  a  majority  of  votes  for  any  diftrift, 
the  deficiency  fliall  be  fupplied  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  The 
members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  fuch  fenators  as  fliall 
be  declared  elected,  fliall  take  the  names  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  be 
found  to  have  the  highefl  number  of  votes  in  fuch  diflrift,  and  not 
elefted,  amounting  to  twice  the  number  of  fenators  wanting,  if 
there  be  fo  many  voted  for  ;  and  out  of  thefe  fliall  eleft  by  ballot  a 
number  of  fenators  fufficient  to  fill  up  the  vacancies  in  fuch  diftrift 
and  in  this  manner  all  fuch  vacancies  fliall  be  filled  in  every  diflrift 
of  the  Commonwealth;  and  in  like  manner  all  vacancies  in  the 
Senate,  arifing  by  death,  removal  out  of  the  State,  or  other- 
wife,  fliall  be  fupplied  as  foon  as  may  be,  after  fuch  vacancies  fliall 
happen, 

V.  Provided 


/ 

'of  iviassachusetts.  193 

V.  Provided  neverthelefs,  that  no  perfon  fliall  be  capable  of  being 
elefted  as  a  fenator,  who  is  not  feifed  in  his  own  right  of  a  freehold 
within  this  Commonwealth  of  the  value  of  three  hundred  pounds  at 
leaft,  or  pofTcffcd  of  perfonal  eftate  to  the  value  of  fix  hundred 
pounds  at  leaft,  or  of  both  to  the  amount  of  the  fame  fum,  and  who 
has  not  been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  ipace  of  , 
five  years  immediately  preceding  his  election,  and  at  the  time  of 
his  eleflion  he  fliall  be  an  inhabitant  in  the  diib'ift  for  which  he  fliall 
be  chofen. 

VI.  The  Senate  fliall  have  power  to  adjourn  themfelves,  provided 
fuch  adjournments  do  not  exceed  two  days  at  a  time. 

VII.  The  Senate  fliall  chiife  its  own  pit  fidcnt,  appoint  its  own  of- 
ficers, and  determine  ijs  own  rules  of  proceedings. 

VliJ.  The  Senate  fliali  be  a  court  with  full  authority  to  hear  and  de- 
termine all  impeachments  made  by  tiie  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
againft  any  officer  or  officers  of  the  Commoir.vealrh,  for  mifcon- 
du(5t  and  mal-adminiflration  in  their  ofHces.  But  previous  to  the  trial 
of  every  impeachment,  the  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  refpeftively 
be  fvvorn,  truly  and  impartially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  ii> 
tjueflion  according  to  evidence.  Their  judgment,  however,  fliall 
not  extend  further  than  to  removal  from  office,  and  difqualification  to 
hold  or  enjoy  any  place  or  honour,  truft,  or  profit,  under  this  Com- 
monwealth :  but  the  party  fo  convicted  fliall  be,  neverthelefs,  liable 
to  indictment,  trial,  judgment,  and  punifliment,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

IX.  Not  lels  than  fixteen  members  of  the  Senate  fliall  conftitute 
a  quorum  for  doing  bufinefs. 

HOUSE    OF    REPRESENTATIVES. 

I.  There  fliall  be  in  the  leglflature  of  this  Commonvv-ealth  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  people  annually  elcdled,  and  founded  upon  the  prin- 
ciple of  equality. 

II.  And  in  order  to  provide  for  a  reprefentation  of  the  citizens  of 
this  Commonwealth  founded  on  the  "principle  of  equality,  every 
corporate  town  containing  one  hundred  and  fifty  rateable  polls,  may 
eleft  one  reprefentstive  :  every  corporate  town  containing  three  hun- 
dred and  feventy-fivG  rateable  polls,  may  elc(5l  two  reprefentatives  : 
every-  corporate  tov.-n  containing  fix  hundred  rateable  polls,  may 
cleA  three  reprefentatives ;  and  proceeding  in  that  manner,  making 

Vol.  II.  C  c  ,  two 
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two  hundred  and  twenty-five  rateable  polls,  the  mean  increafmg 
number  for  every  additional  reprefentative. 

Provided  neverthelefs,  that  each  town  now  incorporated,  not  hav- 
ing one  hundred  and  fitty  rateable  polls,  may  eleft  one  reprefentative: 
but  no  place  fliall  hereafter  be  incorporated  wich  the  privilege  of 
elefting  a  reprefentative,  unlefs  there  are  within  the  fame  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  rateable  polls. 

And  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  have  power  from  time 
to  time  to  impole  fines  upon  fuch  towns  as  fliall  negleft  to  chufe 
and  return  menibers  to  the  fame,  agreeably  to  this  couftitution. 

The  expences  of  travelling  to  the  general  aflembly,  and  returning 
home  once  in  every  feffion  and  no  more,  fliall  be  paid  by  the  go- 
vernment out  of  the  public  treafury,  to  every  member  who  fliall  at. 
tend  as  feafonably  as  he  can,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Houfe,  and  does 
not  depart  without  leave. 

III.  Every  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  chofen 
by  written  votes ;  and  for  one  year  at  lead  next  preceding  the  elec- 
tion fliall  have  been  an  inhabitant  of,  and  have  been  feifed  in  his 
own  right  of  a  freehold  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  within 
the  town  he  fliall  be  chofen  to  reprefent,  or  any  rateable  eftate  to 
the  value  of  two  hundred  pounds  ;  and  he  fliall  ceafe  to  reprefent 
the  faid  town,  immediately  on  his  ceafing  to  be  qualified  as  afore- 
iaid. 

IV.  Every  male  perfun,  being  twenty-one  years  of  age,  and  refi- 
dent  in  any  particular  town  in  this  Commonwealth  for  the  fpace  of 
one  year  next  preceding,  having  a  freehold  eftate  within  the  fame 
town,  of  the  annual  income  of  three  pounds,  or  any  eilate  of  ihe  value 
of  fixty  pound?,  fliall  have  a  right  to  vote  in  the  choice  of  a  reprefen- 
tative or  reprefentatives  for  the  faid  town. 

V.  The  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  chofen 
annually  in  the  month  of  May,  ten  days  at  leaft  before  the  laft  Wed- 
nefday  of  that  month. 

VI.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  the  grand  inqueft  of  this 
Commonwealth  ;  and  all  impeachments  made  by  them  fliall  be  heard 
and  tried  by  the  Senate. 

VII.  All  money-bills  fluiU  originate  in  the  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives_,  but  the  Senate  nuiy  propofe  or  concur  with  amendments  ag  oa 
Cither  bills. 

VIII.  The 
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VIII.  The  Honfc  of  Reprefentatives  Ihall  have  power  to  adjoura 
themfelves,  provided  fuch  adjournment  fliall  not  exceed  two  days  at 
a  time. 

IX.  Not  lefs  than  fixty  members  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives 
fliall  conflitute  a  quorum  for  doing  bufincfs. 

X.  The  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliall  be  the  judge  of  the  re- 
turns, eledions,  and  qualifications  of  its  own  members,  as  pointfrd 
out  in  the  conltitution  ;  fliall  chufc  their  own  fpeaker,  appoint  their 
own  officers,  and  fettle  the  rules  and  orders  of  proceeding  in  their 
own  Houfe.  They  fliall  have  authority  to  punifli  by  imprilonment 
every  perfon,  not  a  member,  who  fliall  be  guilty  ot  difrefpert  to  the 
Houfe,  by  any  diforderly  or  contemptuous  behaviour  in  its  pre- 
fence ;  or  who,  in  the  town  where  the  general  court  is  fitting,  and 
during  the  time  of  its  fitting,  fliall  threaten  harm  to  the  body  or 
eftate  of  any  of  its  members,  for  any  thing  faid  or  done  in  the  Houfe; 
or  who  fliall  affault  any  of  them  therefor,  or  who  fliall  affault  or 
arreft  any  witnefs  or  other  perfon  ordered  to  attend  the  Houfe,  in  his 
way  in  going  or  returning,  or  who  fliall  refcue  any  perfon  arrefted 
by  the  order  of  the  Houfe. 

And  no  member  of  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fhall  be  arretted  or 
held  to  bail  on  mefne  procefs,  during  his  going  unto,  returning  from, 
or  his  attending  the  general  alfembly. 

XI.  The  Senate  fhall  have  the  fame  powers  in  the  like  cafes ;  and 
the  governor  and  council  fliall  have  the  fame  authority  to  punifli  i 
like  cafes.  Provided,  that  no  imprifonment  on  the  warrant  or 
order  of  the  Governor,  Council,  Senate,  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives, 
for  either  of  the  above  defcribed  offences,  be  for  a  term  exceeding 
thirty  days. 

And  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  may  try  and  deter- 
mine all  cafes  where  their  rights  and  privileges  are  concerned,  and 
which  by  the  conflitution  they  have  authority  to  try  and  determine 
by  committees  of  their  own  members,  or  in  fuch  other  way  as  they 
may  refpedively  think  beft. 

GOVERNOR. 

I.  There  fhall  be  a  fupreme  executive  magiftrate,  who  fliall  be 
filled  The  Governor  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Massachu- 
setts, and  whofe  title  fliall  be,  His  Excellency. 

II.  The  governor  fliall  be  chofen  annually;  and  no  perfon  fhall  be 
eligible  to  this  office,  unlefs  at  the  time  of  his  election  he  fliall  have 
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been  an  inhabitant  of  this  Commonwealth  for  feven  years  next  pre- 
ceding ;  and  unlefs  he  fhall  at  che  fame  time  be  feifed  in  his  own 
rigiit  of  a  freehold  within  the  Commonwealth  of  the  value  of  one 
thoLifand  pounds ;  and  unlefs  he  fiiall  declare  himftlf  to  be  of  the 
Chriflian  religion. 

III.  Thofe  perfons  who  fliall  be  qualified  to  vote  for  fenators  and 
reprefentatives  within  the  feveral  towns  of  this  Commonwealth, 
Ilia!],  at  a  meeting  to  be  called  for  that  purpofe  on  the  firft  Monday 
of  April  annually,  give  in  their  votes  for  a  governor,  to  the  fe- 
\zdi  men  who  fliaU  prefide  at  fuch  meetings  ;  and  the  town-clerk,  in 
the  prefence,  and  with  the  affilbnce  of  the  fele£t  men,  fhall,  in  open 
town  meeting,  fort  and  count  the  votes,  and  form  a  lift  of  the  per- 
fons voted  for,  with  the  number  of  votes  for  each  perfon  againfl  his 
name  ;  and  fhall  make  a  fair  record  of  the  fame  in  the  town  books, 
and  a  public  declaration  thereof  in  the  faid  meeting ;  and  fliall, 
in  the  prefence  of  the  inhabitants,  feal  up  copies  of  the  faid  life,  at- 
tefted  by  him  and  the  fele6l  men,  and  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  flierifF 
of  the  county,  thirty  days  at  leafl:  before  the  laft  VVednefday  in  May, 
and  the  flieriif  fliall  tranfmit  the  fame  to  the  fecretary's  office,  feven- 
teen  days  at  leaft  before  the  faid  laft  V/ednefday  in  May  ;  or  the  fe- 
le£l  men  may  caufe  returns  of  the  fame  to  be  made  to  the  ofKce  of 
the  fecretary  of  the  Commonwealth,  feventeen  days  at  leafl:  before 
the  faid  day;  and  the  fecretary  fliall  lay  the  fame  before  the  Senate, 
and  the  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  on  the  laft  Wedneiday  in  May, 
to  be  by  them  examined  ;  and  in  cafe  of  an  eleftion  by  the  majority 
of  all  the  votes  re'mrned,  the  choice  fliall  be  by  them  declared  and 
publilbed  ;  but  if  no  perfon  fliall  have  a  majority  of  votes,  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives  fliali,  by  ballot,  eleft  two  out  of  four  per- 
fons who  had  the  highefl  number  of  votes,  if  fo  many  fliall  have  been 
voted  forf  but  if  otherwifc,  out  of  the  number  voted  for,  and 
make  return  to  the  Senate  of  the  two  perfons  io  eleded,  on  which  the 
Senate  fliall  proceed  by  ballot,  to  eleft  one,  who  fliall  be  declared 
governor. 

IV.  The  governor  fliall  have  authority  from  time  to  time,  at  his 
difcretion,  to  aflTemble  and  call  together  the  counfcllors  of  this  Com- 
monwealth for  the  time  being;  and  the  governor,  with  the  faid 
counfcllors,  or  five  of  them  at  leaft,  fliall  and  may,  from  time  to 
time,  hold  and  ke^p  a  council  for  the  ordering  and  direfting  the  af- 
fairs of  the  Commonwealth,  agreeably  to  the  confdtution  and  the 
laws  of  the  land. 

V.Thc 
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V.  The  governor,^  with  advice  of  council,  flmll  have  full  power 
and  authority,  during  the  feffion  of  the  general  court,  to  adjourn  or 
prorogue  the  fame,  to  any  time  the  two  Houfes  fliall  defire ;  and  to 
diflblve  the  fame,  on  the  day  next  preceding  the  laft  Wedncfday  in 
May ;  and,  in  the  recefs  of  the  faid  court,  to  prorogue  the  lame, 
from  time  to  time,  not  exceeding  ninety  days  in  any  one  recefs :  and  to 
call  it  together  fooner  than  the  time  to  which  it  may  be  adjourned  or 
prorogued,  if  the  welfare  of  the  Commonwealth  fliall  require  the 
fame.  And  in  cafe  of  any  infectious  diftemper  prevailing  in  the  place 
where  the  faid  court  is  next  at  any  time  to  convene,  or  any  other 
caufe  happening  whereby  danger  may  arife  to  the  health  or  lives  of 
the 'members  from  their  attendance,  he  may  direft  the  IcfTion  to  be 
held  at  fome  other  the  moil:  convenient  place  within  the  State. 

And  the  governor  ihall  diflblve  the  faid  general  court  on  the  day 
next  preceding  the  laft  Wednelciay  in  Mav. 

VI.  In  cafes  of  difiigreement  between  the  two  Houfes,  with  regard 
to  the  necelfity,  expediency,  or  time  of  adjournment  or  prorogation, 
the  governor,  with  the  advice  of  the  council,  fliall  have  a  right  to 
adjourn  or  prorogue  the  general  court,  not  exceeding  ninety  days,  as 
he  fliall  determine  the  public  good  fliall  require. 

VII.  The  governor  of  this  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being 
fliall  be  the  commander  in  chief  of  the  army  and  navy,  and  of  all 
the  military  forces  of  thG  State  by  lea  and  land  ;  and  fliall  have  full 
power  by  himfelf,  or  by  any  commandei",  or  other  ofHcer  or  oflicers, 
from  time  to  time  to  train,  inflruc%  exercife  and  govern  the  militia  and 
navy,  and  for  the  fpecial  defence  and  I'afety  of  the  Commonwealrh,  to 
afTemble  in  martial  array,  and  put  in  warlike  pofture,  the  inhabitants 
thereof  ;  and  to  lead  and  conduct  them,  and  with  them  to  encounter, 
repel,  refifl,  expel,  and  purfue,  by  force  of  arms,  as  well  by  lea  as 
by  land,  within  or  without  the  lin^.irs  of  this  Commonwealth ;  and 
alfo  to  kill,  flay,  and  deftroy,  if  neceflary,  and  conquer,  by  all  fit- 
ting ways,  enterprizcs,  and  means  wh  ttloever,  all  and  evciy  fuch 
perfon  and  perfons  as  fliall,  at  any  time  hereafter,  in  a  hollile  man- 
ner attempt  or  enterprife  the  deftrijiftiori,  invafion,  detnnienr,  or 
annoyance  of  this  Commonwealth  ;  and  to  ufe  and  excrciie,  over 
the  army  and  navy,  and  over  the  militia  in  actual  fervice,  the  law- 
martial,  in  time  of  war  or  invafion,  and  alio  in  time  of  rebellion, 
declared  by  the  legiflature  to  exift,  as  occafion  fliall  neceflarily  re- 
quire ;  and  to  take  and  lurprife  by  all  ways  and  ;r.ean3  vvhatfoever, 
all  and  every  fuch  perfon  or  perlons,  v.ich  their  fliips,  arms,  am- 
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munition,  and  other  goods,  as  flialj  in  a  hoftile  manner  invade,  or 
attempjt  the  invading,  conquering,  or  annoying  this  Commonwealth; 
and  that  the  governor  be  entrufted  xvith  all  thefe  and  other  powers 
incident  to  the  offices  of  captain-general  and  commander  in  chief, 
and  admiral,  to  be  exercifed  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  confritution,  and  the  laws  of  the  land,   and  not  otherwife. 

Provided,  that  the  faid  governor  Ihall  not,  at  any  time  hereafter, 
by  virtue  of  any  power  by  this  conftitution  granted,  or  hereafter  to 
be  granted  to  him  by  the  legillature,  tranfi)ort  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  this  Commonivealth,  or  oblige  them  to  march  out  of  the 
limits  of  the  fame,  without  their  free  and  voluntary  confent,  or  the 
confent  of  the  general  court ;  except  fo  far  as  may  be  neceflary"  to 
march  or  tranfport  them  by  land,  or  water,  for  the  defence  of  luch 
part  of  the  State  to  which  they  cannot  otherwife  conveniently  have 
accefs. 

VIII.  The  power  of  pardoning  offences,  except  fuch  as  perfons 
may  be  convifted  of  before  the  Senate  by  an  impeachment  of  the 
Houfe,  fliall  be  in  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
council :  but  no  charter  of  pardon  granted  by  the  governor,  with 
the  advice  of  the  council,  before  conviction,  fliall  avail  the  party 
pleading  the  fame,  notwithllanding  any  general  or  particular  expref- 
iions  contained  therein  defcriptive  of  the  offence  or  ofiences  intended 
to  be  pardoned. 

IX.  All  judicial  officers,  the  attorney-general,  folicitor-general, 
all  flieriff?,  coroners,  and  regifters  of  probate,  fliall  be  nominated 
and  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council  ;  and  every  fuch  nomination  fliall  be  made  by  the  go- 
vernor, and  made  at  leaft  feven  days  prior  to  fuch  appointment. 

X.  The  captains  and  fubaUerns  of  the  militia  lliall  be  eleded  by 
the  written  votes  of  the  train-band  and  alarm-iift  of  their  refpeftive 
companies  of  twenty-one  years  of  age  and  upwards :  the  field  offi- 
cers of  regiments  fliall  be  eledled  by  the  written  votes  of  the  captains 
and  fubakerns  of  their  lefpedive  regiments  :  the  brigadiers  flial  be 
elcded  in  like  maimer  by  the  field  officers  of  their  refpeftive  bri- 
gades :  and  fuch  officers  fo  eleded  fliall  be  commiflioned  by  the  go- 
vernor, who  fliall  determine  their  rank. 

The  legiflature  fliall,  by  {landing  laws,  direft  the  time  and  man- 
ner of  convening  the  elcftors,  and  of  coUcfting  votes,  and  o  cer- 
tif\  ine  to  the  t'ovcrnor  the  officers  clcfted. 
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The  major-generals  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  Senate  and  Hon fe 
of  Reprelentatives,  each  having  a  negative  upon  the  other  j  and  be 
commiffioned  by  the  governor. 

And  if  the  eleftors  of  brigadiers,  freld  officers,  captains,  or  fub- 
alterns,  ftiall  negkft  or  refufe  to  make  fuch  ele(ftions,  after  being  dulv 
notified,  according  to  the  hiws  for  the  time  being,  then  tb.e  gover- 
nor, with  advice  of  council,  fliall  appoint  fuitable  perfons  to  fill  fuch 
offices. 

And  no  officer,  duly  commiffioned  to  command  in  the  militia,  fli;)U 
be  removed  from  his  office,  but  by  the  addrel's  of  both  Houfes  to 
the  governor,  or  by  fair  trial  in  court-martial,  purfuant  to  the  laws 
of  the  Commonwealth  for  the  time  being. 

The  commanding  officers  of  regiments  fliall  appoint  their  adju- 
tants and  quarter-mafl:ers  j  the  brigadiers  their  brigade-majors  ;  and 
the  major-generals  their  aids;  and  the  governor  fliall  appoint  the 
adjutant-general. 

The  governor,  with  advice  of  council,  fliall  appoint  all  officers  of 
the  continental  army,  whom,  by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States,  it  is  provided,  that  this  Commonwealth  fliall  appoint,  as  alfo 
all  officers  of  forts  and  garrifons. 

The  divifions  of  the  militia  into  brigades,  regiments  and  compa- 
nies, made  in  puriuance  of  the  militia  laws  now  in  force,  flia'I  bo 
confidered  as  the  proper  divifions  of  the  militia  of  this  Common- 
wealth, until  the  fame  fliall  be  altered  in  purfuance  of  fome  future 
3  aw. 

XI.  No  monies  fliall  be  iffiued  out  of  the  treafury  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  difpofed  of  (except  fuch  funis  as  may  be  appropri- 
ated for  the  redemption  of  bills  of  credit  or  treafurers  notes,  or  for 
the  payment  of  intercfls  arifing  thereon)  but  by  warrant  under  the 
hand  of  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  with  the  advice  and  confent 
of  the  council,  for  the  neceflary  defence  and  fupport  of  the  Com- 
monwealth; and  for  the  protection  and  prefervation  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  agreeably  to  the  ads  and  refolves  of  the  general  court. 

XII.  All  public  boards,  the  commiflary-general,  all  fupcrintend- 
ing  officers  of  public  magazines  and  ftores  belonging  to  this  Com- 
monwealth, and  all  commanding  officers  of  forts  and  garrifons  within 
the  fame,  fliall  once  in  every  three  months,  officially,  and  without 
requifition,  and  at  other  times  v.'hen  required  by  tlie  governor,  de- 
fiver  to  him  an  account  of  ail  goods,  ftores,  provifions,  ammunition, 
cannon  with  their  appendages,  and  finall-arnis  with  their  accoutre- 
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inents,  and  of  all  other  public  property  whatever  under  their  care 
refpeftively ;  diftinguifliing  the  quantity,  number,  quality  and  kind 
of  each,  as  particularly  as  may  be ;  together  with  the  condition  of 
fuch  forts  and  garrilons  :  and  the  faid  commanding  officer  fliall  ex- 
hibit to  the  governor,  when  required  by  him,  true  and  exa(St  plans 
<)f  fuch  forts,  and  of  the  land  and  Tea,  or  harbour  or  harbours  ad- 
jacent. 

And  the  faid  boards,  and  all  public  officers,  fliall  communicate  to 
the  governor,  as  foon  as  may  be  after  receiving  the  fame,  all  letters, 
difpatches,  and  intelligence  of  a  public  nature,  which  fliall  be  di- 
refted  to  them  refpeflivtiy. 

XIII.  As  the  pviblic  good  requires  that  the  governor  fliould  not 
be  under  the  \indue  influence  of  any  of  the  members  of  the  general 
court,  by  a  dependence  on  them  for  his  fupport — that  he  fl.iould  in 
all  cafts  act  with  freedom  for  the  benefit  of  the  public — that  he 
flioukl  not  have  his  attention  necelTarily  diverted  from  that  object  to 
his  private  concerns — and  that  he  fliould  maintain  the  dignity  of  the 
Commonwealth  in  the  charafler  of  its  chief  mag'ftrate,  it  is  necef- 
faiy  that  he  fliould  have  an  honourable  ftated  falary,  of  a  fixed  and 
permanent  value,  amply' fufficient  for  thofe  purpofes,  and  eftabliflied 
by  {landing  laws ;  and  it  fliall  be  among  the  firil  acts  of  the  general 
court,  after  the  commencement  of  this  conftltution,  to  eftablifli  fuch 
falary  by  law  accordingly. 

Permanent  and  honourable  falaries  fliall  alfo  be  efl:ablifiied  by  law 
for  the  jufliccs  of  the  fupreme  judicial  court. 

And  if  it  fiiall  be  found  that  any  of  the  falaries  aforefaid,  fo  efla- 
tliflied,  are  infuilicient,  they  fliall  from  time  to  time  be  enlarged  as 
the  general  court  fliall  judge  proper. 

LIEUT  EN  ANT-GOVERN' OR. 

I.  There  fliall  be  annually  elected  a  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts,  whofe  title  fliall  be.  His  Honour  ; 
and  who  fliali  be  qualified,  in  point  of  religion,  property,  and  refi- 
dcnce  in  the  Coinmonwealth,  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  gover- 
nor:  and  the  day  and  manner  of  his  eleftion,  !ind  the  qualifications 
of  the  eleclors,  fliall  be  the  fame  as  are  required  in  the  election  of 
a  governor.  The  return  of  the  v'otes  for  this  officer,  and  the  decla- 
ration of  his  election,  fliall  be  in  the  fame  manner:  ^nd  if  no  one 
perfon  fliall  be  found  to  have  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  returned, 
the  vacancy  (hall  be  filled  by  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
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lives,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  governor  is  to  be  cIciSlcd,  in  cafe  no  one 
perfon  fliall  have  a  majority  of  the  votes  of  the  people  to  be  governor. 

II.  The  governor,  and  in  his  abfence  the  lieutcnant*governor, 
fliall  be  prelident  of  the  council,  but  fliall  have  no  vote  in  council  j 
and  the  lieutenant-governor  fhall  always  be  a  member  of  the  coun- 
cil, except  when  the  chair  of  the  governor  fliall  be  vacant. 

III.  Whenever  the  chair  of  the  governor  fliall  be  vacant,  by  rea- 
fon  of  his  death,  or  abfence  from  the  Commonwealth,  or  othervvife, 
the  lieutenant-governor  for  the  time  being  fnall,  during  fuch  va- 
cancy, perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  upon  the  governor,  and  flaall 
have  and  exercife  all  the  powers  and  authorities  which  by  this  con- 
flitucion  the  governor  is  vefted  with  when  perfonally  prcfent. 

COUNCIL. 

I.  There  fliall  be  a  council  for  advifing  the  governor  in  the  exe- 
cutive part  of  government,  to  confift  of  nine  perfons  befides  the 
lieutenant-sfovernor,  whom  the  governor  for  the  time  being  fliall  have 
full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  at  his  difcretion,  to 
aflemble  and  call  together.  And  the  governor,  with  the  faid  coun- 
fellors,  or  five  of  them  at  leaft,  fliall  and  may,  from  time  to  time, 
hold  and  keep  a  council,  for  the  ordering  and  direfting  the  affairs  of 
the  Commonwealth  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

II.  Nine  counfellors  fliall  be  annually  chofen  from  among  the 
perfons  returned  for  counfellors  and  fenators,  on  the  laft  Wednefday 
in  May,  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  af- 
fembled  in  one  room  ;  and  in  cafe  there  fliall  not  be  found,  upon 
the  firft  choice,  the  whole  number  of  n.ne  perfons  who  will  accept  a 
feat  in  the  council,  the  deficiency  fliall  be  made  up  by  the  eleclors 
aforefaid  from  among  the  people  at  large,  and  the  number  of  fena- 
tors left  fliall  conftitute  the  Senate  for  the  year.  The  feats  of  the  per- 
fons thus  elected  from  the  Senate,  and  accepting  the  truft,  fliall  be 
vacated  in  the  Senate. 

III.  The  counfellors,  in  the  civil  arrangements  of  the  Common- 
wealth, fliall  have  rank  next  after  the  lieutenant-governor. 

IV.  Not  more  than  two  counfellors  fliall  be  chofen  out  of  any  one 
diftricl  of  t*his  Commonwealth. 

V.  The  refolutions  and  advice  of  the  council  fhall  be  recorded  in 
a  regifter,  and  figned  by  the  members  prefent,  and  this  record  may 
be  called  for  at  any  time  by  either  Houfe  of  the  legiflature,  and  any 
member  of  the  council  may  infert  his  opinion  contrary-  to  the  refo- 
lution  of  the  majority. 

Vol.  II.  Dd  VI.  When- 
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VI.  Whenever  the  office  of  the  governor  and  lieutenant-governor 
fliall  be  vacant,  by  reafon  of  death,  abfence,  or  otherwife,  then  the 
council,  or  the  major  part  of  them,  fliall,  during  fuch  vacancy,  have 
full  power  and  authority  to  do,  and  execute,  all  and  every  fuch  afb 
matters  and  things,  as  the  governor,  or  the  lieutenant-governor, 
might  or  could,  by  virtue  of  this  conftitution,  do  or  execute,  if  they 
or  either  of  them  were  perfonally  prefent. 

VII.  And  whereas  the  elections  appointed  to  be  made  by  this 
conftitution,  on  the  laft  Wednefday  in  May  annually,  by  the  two 
Houfes  of  the  legiflature,  may  not  be  completed  on  that  day,  the 
faid  elections  may  be  adjourned  from  day  to  day  until  the  fame  fliall 
be  completed.  And  the  order  of  elections  fhall  be  as  follows :  The 
vacancies  in  the  Senate,  if  any,  fliall  firft  be  filled  up  ;  the  governor 
and  lieutenant-governor  ft>all  then  be  elecfted,  provided  there  fliould 
be  no  choice  of  them  by  the  people  ;  and  afterwards  the  two  Houfej 
fhall  proceed  to  the  eleftion  of  the  council. 

SECRETARY,    TREASURER,    COMMISSARY,   &:C. 

I.  The  fecretary,  treafurer  and  receiver-general,  and  the  commii^ 
fary-general,  notaries  public,  and  naval  officers,  fliall  be  chofen  an- 
nually, by  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives,  in  one 
room.  And  that  the  citizens  of  this  Commonwealth  may  be  aflured, 
from  time  to  time,  that  the  monies  remaining  in  the  public  treafury, 
upon  the  fettlement  and  liquidation  of  the  public  accounts,  are  their 
property,  no  man  fliall  be  eligible  as  treafurer  and  receiver-general 
more  than  five  years  fuccellively. 

II.  The  records  of  the  Commonwealth  fltall  be  kept  in  the  office 
of  the  fecretary,  who  may  appoint  his  deputies,  for  whofe  conduct 
he  fliall  be  accountable ;  and  he  fltiall  attend  the  governor  and  coun- 
cil, the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  in  perfon,  or  by  his 
deputies,  as  they  fliall  refpeftively  require. 

JUDICIARY     POWER. 

I.  The  tenure  that  all  commiffion  officers  fliall  by  law  have  in  their 
offices  fliall  be  exprefled  in  their  refpeftive  commiffions.  All  judi- 
cial officers,  duly  appointed,  commiffioned  and  fworn,  fliall  hold 
their  offices  during  good  behaviour,  excepting  fuch  concerning  whorrj 
there  is  different  provifion  made  in  this  conftitution  ;  provided,  ne- 
verthelefs,  the  governor,  with  confent  of  the  council,  may  remove 
them  upon  the  addrefs  of  both  Houfes  of  the  Legiflature. 

4  U.  Each 
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II.  Each  branch  of  the  Legiflature,  as  well  as  the  governor  and 
<30uncil,  fliall  have  authority  to  require  the  opinions  of  the  juftices 
of  the  fuprcme  judicial  court  upon  important  queftions  of  law,  and 
upon  folemn  occafions. 

III.  In  order  that  the  people  may  not  fuffer  from  the  long  con- 
tinuance in  place  of  any  juftice  of  the  peace,  who  fliall  fail  of  dif- 
charging  the  important  duties  of  his  office  with  ability  or  fidelity, 
all  commiffions  of  juftices  of  the  peace  fiiall  expire  and  become  void 
in  the  term  of  feven  years  from  their  refpeftive  dates ;  and  upon  the 
expiration  of  any  commiffion,  the  fame  niay,  if  necefTiry,  be  re- 
newed, or  another  perfon  appointed,  as  fliall  moll  conduce  to  the 
well-being  of  the  Commonwealth. 

IV.  The  judges  of  probate  of  wills,  and  for  granting  letters  of 
adminiftiation,  fliall  hold  their  courts  at  fiich  place  or  places,  on 
fixed  days,  as  the  convenience  of  the  people  fliall  require  ;  and  the 
Legiflature  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  hereafter  appoint  fuch  times  and 
places ;  until  which  appointments,  the  faid  courts  fliall  be  holden  at 
the  times  and  places  which  the  refpeftive  judges  fliall  dire£l. 

V.  All  caufes  of  marriage,  divorce  and  alimony,  and  all  appeals 
from  the  judges  of  probate,  fliall  be  heard  and  determined  by  the 
governor  and  council,  until  the  Legiflature  fliall  by  law  make  other 
provifion. 

DELEGATES    TO    CONGRESS. 

The  delegates  of  this  Commonwealth  to  the  Congrefs  of  the 
United  States  fliall,  fome  time  in  the  month  of  June  annually,  be 
elected  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  Senate  and  Houfe  of  Reprefenta- 
tives,  alfembled  together  in  one  room,  to  ferve  in  Congrefs  for  one 
year,  to  commence  on  the  firfl:  Monday  in  November  then  next  en- 
fuing.  They  fliall  have  commiflions  under  the  hand  of  the  governor 
and  the  great  feal  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  may  be  recalled  at  any 
time  within  the  year,  and  others  chofen  and  commiiTioned,  in  the 
fame  manner,  in  their  flead, 

UNIVERSITY    OF    CAMBRIDGE. 

L  Whereas  our  wife  and  pious  anceftors,  fo  early  as  the  year 
1636,  laid  the  foundation  of  Harvard  College,  in  which  univerfity 
many  perfons  of  great  eminence  have,  by  the  bleffing  of  God,  been 
initiated  in  thofe  arts  and  fciences  which  qualified  them  for  public 
employments,  both  in  church  and  ilate  :  and  whereas  the  encourage- 
ment of  arts  and  fciences,  and  all  good  literature,  tends  to  tl)e  ho- 
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nour  of  God,  the  advantage  of  the  Chriflian  religion,  and  the  great 
benefit  of  this  and  the  other  United  States  of  America  ;  it  is  declared, 
that  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  in  their  corpo- 
rate capacity,  and  their  fucceflbrs  in  that  capacity,  their  officers  and 
fervants,  fhall  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife  and  enjoy  all  the  powers, 
authorities,  rights,  liberties,  privileges,  immunities  and  franchifes, 
which  they  now  have,  or  are  entitled  to  have,  hold,  ufe,  exercife 
and  enjoy  :  and  the  fame  are  hereby  ratified  and  confirmed  xinto 
them,  the  faid  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  College,  and  to  their 
fucceffors,  and  to  their  officers  and  fervants,  refpeclively,  for  ever. 

II.  And  whereas  there  have  been  at  fiindry  times,  by  divers  per- 
fons,  gifts,  grants,  devifes  of  houfes,  lands,  tenements,  goods,  chat- 
tels, legacies  and  conveyances,  heretofore  made,  either  to  Harvard 
College,  in  Cambridge,  in  New-England,  or  to  the  prefident  and 
fellows  of  Harvard  College,  or  to  the  faid  college  by  fome  other 
defcription,  under  fcveral  charters  fuccefiively  ;  it  is  declared,  that 
all  the  faid  gifts,  grants,  devifes,  legacies  and  conveyances,  are  hereby 
for  ever  coniirmed  unto  the  prefident  and  fellows  of  Harvard  Col- 
lege, and  to  their  fucceffors  in  the  capacity  aforefaid,  according  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  donor  or  donors,  grantor  or 
grantors,  devifor  or  devifors. 

III.  And  whereas,  by  an  aft  of  the  general  court  of  the  colony  of 
1>.iaflachuft:tts  bay,  pafTed  in  the  year  1642,  the  governor  and  deputy- 
governor  for  the  time  being,  and  all  the  magiltrates  of  that  jurif- 
d  clion,  were,  with  the  prefident,  and  a  number  of  the  clergy  in  the 
iaid  aft  defcribed,  conflituted  the  ovcrfeers  of  Harvard  College  :  and 
it  being  necefTary,  in  this  new  conftitution  of  government,  to  afcer- 
tain  who  fliall  be  deemed  fuccelTors  to  the  faid  governor,  deputy- 
governor,  and  magiflrates:  it  is  declared,  that  the  governor,  lieu- 
tenant-governor, council,  and  Senate  of  this  Commonwealth  arc, 
and  fhall  be  deemed  their  fucceffors  ;  who,  with  the  prefident  of 
Harvard  College  for  the  time  being,  together  with  the  minifters  of 
the  congregational  churches  in  the  towns  of  Cambridge,  Water- 
town,  Charlcflon,  Bofion,  Roxbury  and  Dorcheftcr,  mentioned  in 
the  faid  aft,  flmll  be,  and  hereby  are,  vefted  with  all  the  powers  and 
authority  belonging,  or  in  any  way  appertaining,  to  the  overfeers  of 
Harvard  College  ;  provided,  that  nothing  herein  fliall  be  conflrued 
to  prevent  the  Lcgiflature  of  this  Commonwealth  from  nnking  fuch 
alterations  in  the  government  of  the  h'.d  univerlitv,  a?  fliall  be^  con- 
ducive to  its  advantage,  and  the  intcrcft  of  the  republic  of  letters,  in 

■    '  '■'*,•  as 


OF    MASSACHUSETTS.  205 

as  full  a  manner  as  might  have  been  done  by  the  Leglflaturc  of  the 
late  province  of  the  JMalliichufetts  bay. 

ENCOURAGEMENT  OF  LITERATURE. 

Wifdom  and  knowledge,  as  well  as  virtue,  diifufcd  generally 
among  the  body  of  the  people,  being  neceflary  for  the  prefervation 
of  their  rights  and  libcities;  and  as  thefe  depend  on  fpreading  the 
opportunities  and  advantages  of  education  in  the  various  parts  of 
the  country,  nnd  among  the  different  orders  of  the  people  ;  it  fliall 
be  the  duty  of  the  Icghlatures  and  magiftrates,  in  all  future  periods 
of  this  Commonwealth,  to  cherifli  the  interefts  of  literature  and  the 
faiences,  and  all  feminaries  of  them  ;  efpecially  the  univerlity  at 
Cambridge,  public  fchools  and  grammar  fchools  in  the  towns ;  to 
encourage  private  focieties  and  public  inftitutions,  rewards  and  im- 
munities, for  the  promotion  of  agriculture,  arts,  fciences,  commerce, 
trades,  manufaftures,  and  a  natural  hiflory  of  the  country  ;  to  coun- 
tenance and  inculcate  the  principles  of  humanity  and  general  bene- 
volence, public  and  private  charity,  induftiy  and  frugality,  honeftv 
and  punftuality  in  their  dealings  ;  fincerity,  good-humour,  and  all 
focial  affeftions  and  generous  fentiments  among  the  people. 

OATHS    AND    SUBSCRIPTIONS. 

Any  perfon  chofen  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  counfcllor, 
fenator,  or  rcprefentatlve,  and  accepting  the  truft,  fliall,  before  he 
proceed  to  execute  the  duties  of  his  place  or  office,  make  and  fub- 
fcribe  the  following  declaration,  viz. 

"  I  A.  B.  do  declare,  that  I  believe  the  Chriftian  religion,  and 
have  a  firm  perfuaiion  of  its  truth  ;  and  that  1  am  feifed  and  pof- 
fefled,  in  my  own  right,  of  the  property  required  by  the  conflitu- 
tion  as  one  qualification  for  the  office  or  place  to  which  I  am  ele6ted.'* 

And  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors,  IhalJ 
make  and  lubfcribe  the  faid  declaration  in  the  prefence  of  the  two 
Houfes  of  Affembly  ;  and  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  firll  ele6led 
under  this  conftitution,  before  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council 
of  the  former  conftitution,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  gover- 
nor and  council  for  the  time  being. 

And  every  perfon  chofen  to  either  of  the  places  or  offices  aforc- 
faid,  as  alfo  any  perfon  appointed  or  commiffioned  to  any  judicial, 
executive,  military,  or  other  office  under  the  government,  fhall,  be- 
fore he  enters  on  the  djicharge  of  the  bufinefs  of  his  place  or  office, 

take 
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take  and  fubfcrlbe  the  following  declaration,  and  oaths  or  affirma- 
tions, viz. 

*'  I  A.  B.  do  truly  and  fincerely  acknowledge,  profefs,  teftlfy, 
and  declare,  that  the  Commonwealth  of  MaiTachufetts  is,  and  of 
right  ought  to  be,  a  free,  fovereign,  and  independent  State ;  and  I  do 
fwear,  that  I  will  bear  true  faith  and  allegiance  to  the  faid  Common- 
wealth, and  that  I  will  defend  the  fame  againft  traiterous  confpiracies 
and  all  hoftile  attempts  whatfoever :  and  that  I  do  renounce  and  abjure 
all  allegiance,  fubjeftion,  and  obedience,  to  the  King,  Queen,  or  go- 
vernment of  Great-Britain  (as  the  cafe  may  be)  and  every  other  foreign 
power  whatfoever  :  and  that  no  foreign  prince,  perfon,  prelate,  ftate, 
or  potentate,  bath,  or  ought  to  have,  any  jurifdidion,  fuperiority, 
pre-eminence,  authority,  difpenfmg  or  other  power,  in  any  matter, 
civil,  ecclefiaftical,  or  fpiritual,  within  this  Commonwealth,  except  the 
a.uthority  or  power  which  is  or  may  be  vefted  by  their  conflituents  in 
tlie  Congrefs  of  the  United  States.  And  I  do  further  teftify  and  de- 
fJare,  that  no  man  or  body  of  men  hath  or  can  have  any  right  to  ab- 
folveor  difchargeme  from  the  obligation  of  this  oath,  declaration,  or 
affirmation  ;  and  that  I  do  make  this  acknowledgment,  profeffion, 
teftimony,  declaration,  denial,  renunciation,  and  abjuration,  heartily 
and  truly,  according  to  the  common  meaning  and  acceptation  of  the 
foregoing  words,  without  any  equivocation,  mental  evafion,  or  fecret 
refervation  whatfoever.     So  help  me  God." 

*'  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  fwear  and  affirm,  that  I  will  faithfully  and 

impartially  difcharge  and  perform  all  the  duties  incumbent  on  me  as 

according  to  the  beft  of  my  abilities  and  underflanding, 

agreeably  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  conftitution,  and  the 

laws  of  this  Commonwealth.     So  help  me  God." 

Provided  always,  that  when  any  perfon  chofen  or  appointed  as 
aforefatd,  fliall  be  of  the  denomination  of  the  people  called  Quakers, 
and  fliall  decline  taking  the  faid  oaths,  he  fliall  make  his  affirmation 
in  the  foregoing  form,  and  fubfcribe  the  fame,  omitting  the  words, 
"•  I  eie>  J'lvear,"  '^  and  ahjure^*  '^^  oath  or,^*  ^■^  abjuration,*^  in  the 
firfl  oath  J  and  in  thp  fecond  oath,  the  words,  ♦'  /kvcar  anJ"  and  in 
each  of  them  the  words,  "  So  help  me  GoJ,'*  fubjoining  inllead 
thereof,   "  This  I  eh  uiuUr  the  fains  and  penalties  fif  perjury.^* 

And  the  faid  oaths  or  affirmatipns  fliall  be  taken  and  fubfcribed  by 
the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and  counfellors,  before  the 
prefident  of  the  Senate  in  the  prefence  of  the  two  Houfes  of  Afl'cm- 
p\\ ;  and  by  the  fenators  and  reprefentatives  fiift  ?leded  under  this 
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conftitution,  before  the  prefident  and  five  of  the  council  of  the  former 
conftitution,  and  for  ever  afterwards  before  the  governor  and  council 
for  the  time  being,  and  by  the  refidue  of  the  officers  aforelaid,  before 
f\ich  pcrfons  and  in  fuch  manner  as  from  time  to  time  fliall  be  prc- 
fcribed  by  the  legiHatuie. 

DIsqUAl.IFICATIONS    FOR    OFFICE. 

No  governor,  heiitenant-governor,  or  judge  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court,  fliall  hold  any  other  olHcc  or  place  under  the  autho- 
thority  ot  this  Commonwealth,  except  fuch  as  by  this  conftitution  they 
are  admitted  to  hold  ;  faving  that  the  judges  of  the  faid  court  may 
hold  the  offices  of  jufticcs  of  the  peace  through  the  State  ;  nor  fliall 
they  hold  any  other  place  or  office,  or  receive  any  penlion  or  falary 
from  any  other  ftate  or  government  or  power  whatever. 

No  perfon  fliall  be  capable  of  holding  or  exercifmg  at  the  fame 
time  more  than  one  of  the  following  offices  within  this  State,  viz. 
judge  of  probate,  flieriff,  regifter  of  probate,  or  regifter  of  deeds ;  and 
never  more  than  any  two  offices  which  are  to  be  held  by  appointment 
of  the  governor,  or  the  governor  and  council,  or  the  Senate,  or  the 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  or  by  the  eleiflion  of  the  people  of  the 
State  at  large,  or  of  the  people  of  any  country,  military  offices 
and  the  offices  of  juftices  of  the  peace  excepted,  fliuli  be  held  by  one 
perfon. 

No  perfon  holding  the  office  of  judge  of  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court,  fecretar)^,  attorney-general,  folicitor-general,  trealurer,  or 
receiver-general,  judge  of  probate,  commilTary-general  ;  prefident, 
profcflbr,  or  infl;rudor  of  Harvard  college ;  flieriff,  clerk  of  ths 
Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  regifter  of  probate,  regifter  of  deeds, 
clerk  of  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  clerk  of  the  inferior  court 
of  Common  Pleas,  or  officer  of  the  cuftoms,  including  in  this 
defcriptlon  naval  officers,  fliall  at  the  fame  time  have  a  feat  in  the 
Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives ;  but  their  being  chofen  or  ap- 
pointed to,  and  accepting  the  fame,  fliall  operate  as  a  refignation  of 
their  feat  in  t»»e  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  and  the  place  fo 
vacated  fliall  be  filled  up. 

And  the  fame  rule  fliall  take  place  in  oafe  any  judge  of  the  faid 
Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  judge  of  probate,  fliall  accept  of  a  feat  in 
council;  or  any  counfellor  flxall  accept  of  cither  of  thofe  offices  or 
places. 

And  no  perfon  fliall  ever  be  admitted  to  hold  a  feat  in  the  Icgifla- 
ture,  or  any  office  of  truft  or  importance  under  the  government  of 
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this  Commonwealth,  who  fliall,  in  the  due  courfe  of  law,  have 
been  convided  of  bribery  or  corruption  in  obtaining  an  elediou  or 
appointment, 

PECUNIARY    QUALIFICATIONS    FOR    OFFICE. 

In  all  cafes  where  fuma  of  money  are  mentioned  in  this  confli- 
tution  of  qualifications,  the  value  thereof  fliall  be  computed  in  filver, 
at  fix  fliillings  and  eight-pence  per  ounce ;  and  it  fliall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  legiflature  from  time  to  time  to  increafe  fuch  qualifi- 
cations, as  to  property  of  the  perfons  to  be  elected  into  offices,  as 
the  circumflances  of  the  Commonwealth  fliall  require. 

COMMISSIONS. 

All  commiflions  fliall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of 
Maffachufetts,  figned  by  the  governor,  and  attefted  by  the  fe- 
cretary  or  his  deputy,  and  have  the  great  feal  of  the  Common- 
wealih  affixed  thereto. 

WRITS.  ' 

All  writs  ifluing  out  of  the  clerk's  office  in  any  of  the  courts  of 
law  fliall  be  in  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Alaflachufetts ; 
they  fliall  be  under  the  feal  of  the  court  from  whence  they  ilTue ; 
they  fliall  bear  teft  of  the  firfl:  juftice  of  the  court  to  which  they 
fliall  be  returnable  who  is  not  a  party,  and  be  figned  by  the  clerk 
of  fuch  court. 

CONFIRMATION    OF    LAWS. 

All  the  laws  which  have  heretofore  been  adopted,  ufed  and  ap- 
proved in  the  province,  colony,  or  State  of  Maflachufetts  bay,  and 
Tifually  praftifed  on  in  the  courts  of  law,  fliall  flill  remain  and 
be  in  full  force,  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature ;  fuch 
parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and  liberties 
contained  in  this  conftitution. 

HABEAS    CORPUS. 

The  privilege  and  benefit  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fliall  be  en- 
joyed in  this  Commonwealth,  in  the  moft  free,  eafy,  cheap,  ex- 
peditious, and  ample  manner  ;  and  fliall  not  be  fufpended  by  the 
legiflature,  except  upon  tlie  moft  urgent  and  preffing  occafions,  and 
for  a  limited  time  not  exceeding  twelve  months. 

f  NACT- 
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ENACTING    STILE    OF    LAWS. 

The  enacting  ftile  in  making  and  pafTing  all  31*^3,  flatutes,  and 
laws,  fliall  be,  *'  Be  it  enafted  by  the  Senate  and  Houi'eof  Rcprefc^n- 
tativesin  general  court  affembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  lame.'* 

CONTINUANCE    OF    OFriCnPS. 

To  the  end  there  may  be  no  failure  of  juftice,  or  danger  arife 
to  the  Commonwealth  from  the  change  of  the  form  of  government— i- 
all  officers,  civil  and  military,  holding  commiffions  under  the  go- 
vernment and  people  of  Mafluichufetts  bay,  in  New-England,  and  all 
other  officers  of  the  faid  government  and  people,  at  the  time  this  con- 
ititution  fliail  take  efreift,  fliall  have,  hold,  ufe,  exerciie,  and  en- 
joy all  the  powers  and  anthnrity  to  them  giantLd  or  committed, 
until  other  perfons  fliaij  be  appointed  in  their  {lead  ;  and  ail  courts 
of  law  fliall  proceed  in  the  execution  of  the  bufinef?  of  their  rtfpec- 
tive  departments  ;  and  all  the  executive  and  Icirillative  ofRcers,  bodies, 
and  powers,  fliall  continue  in  full  force,  in  the  enjoyment  and 
exercife  of  all  their  trufls,  employments,  and  authority,  until 
the  general  court,  and  the  iupreme  and  executive  otiiceis  under 
this  conflitution,  are  defignated  and  inveftcd  with  tlieir  refpe6tive 
truftf,  powers,  and  authority. 

PROVISION    FOR    REVISAL. 

In  order  the  more  effeftually  to  adhere  to  the  principles  of  this 
conftitutlon,  and  to  correft  thofe  violations  which  by  any  means 
may  be  made  therein,  as  well  as  to  form  fuch  alterations  as  from  ex- 
perience fliall  be  found  neccffary,  the  general  court  which  fliall  be  ia 
the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundied  and  ninety  five, 
fliall  iflTue  precepts  to  the  feleci  men  of  the  feveral  towns,  and  to  the 
afleflbrs  of  the  unincorporated  plantations,  direding  them  to  convene 
the  qualified  voters  of  their  refpedive  towns  and  plantations,  for  the 
purpofe  of  collecting  their  fcntiments  on  the  neceffity  or  expediency 
of  revifing  the  conflitutioii,  in  order  to  amendments. 

And  if  it  fliall  appear  by  the  returns  made,  that  two-thirds  of  the 
qualified  voters  throughout  the  htate,  who  fliall  aflembL-  and  vote  in 
confequence  of  the  faid  precept,  are  in  favour  of  fuch  revifion  anci 
amendment,  the  general  court  fliall  iffue  precepts,  or  direct  them  tq 
be  iflued  from  the  iecretary's  office  to  the  feveral  town?,  to  clcCt  de- 
legates to  meet  in  convention  for  the  purpofe  aforefaid. 
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The  fald  delegates  to  be  chofcn  in  the  fame  manner  and  propoN 
tlon  as  their  reprefentatiyes  in  the  fecond  branch  of  the  legiflaturc 
are  by  this  conftitution  to  be  chofen. 

CONCLUSION. 

This  form  of  government  fliall  be  enrolled  on  parchment,  and 
depofitcd  in  the  fecretary's  office,  and  be  a  part  of  the  laws  of  the 
land  J  and  prinred  copies  thereof  fhail  be  prefixed  to  the  book  con- 
taining tjne  laws  of  this  Commonwealth,  in  all  future  editions  of 
the  faid  laws.'^ 

*  Thofe  who  wifh  for  a  more  minute  hiftorical  accoant  of  the  rife  and  progrefs  of 
this  State,  are  referred  to  Hutchinfon's  Hiftory  of  MafTachufetts — Minot's  Hiftory  of 
the  Infuneiflion  in  Maffichufetts — The  Publications  of  the  Hiftorical  Society,  in  the 
American  Apollo — Hazard's  Hiftorical  Colleflions — Chalmcr's  Political  Annals,  ani 
Gough'^  Hiftory  of  the  People  called  Quakers. 
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District  of 
JH     A     I     N     E, 

BELONGING   TO  MASSACHUSETTS. 


SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 

X  HIS  province,  or  diftrift,  is  ficuated  between  43"  and  48''  north 
latitude,  and  4°  and  (y  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  about 
one  hundred  and  feventy  miles  in  length,  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty-five  miles  in  breadth.  It  is  bounded  on  the  north  by 
Lower  Canada,  from  which  it  is  fcparatedby  the  high  lands.  On  the 
eaft  by  a  river  called  St.  Croix,  and  a  line  drawn  due  north  from  the 
fource  of  the  faid  river  to  the  high  lands  before  mentioned,  which  fe- 
parates  it  from  the  province  of  Nevv-Brunfwick ;  but  what  liver  is 
referred  to  under  the  name  of  St.  Croix,  in  the  treaty  of  17S3, 
which  laid  the  foundation  of  this  boundary  line,  is  at  prefent  a  fub- 
jeft  of  difpute  becween  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  The 
French,  according  to  their  mode  of  taking  pofleffion,  always  fixed  a 
crofs  in  every  river  they  came  to.  Almoft  every  river  on  the  coaft 
they  difcovered,  has,  therefore,  in  turn  been  called  La  Riviere  de  St. 
Croix. 

There  are  three  rivers  that  empty  themfelves  into  the  bay  of  Pafla- 
maquaduy,  the  eafternmoft  alwa}"S  called  by  the  native  Indians,  and 
French,  St.  Croix,  and  the  middle  one  Schoodiac.  Before  the  com- 
mencement of  the  late  war,  Governor  Barnard  fent  Mr.  Mitchell,  a 
furveyor,  and  feveral  others,  to  explore  the  bay  of  PaJamaquaddy, 
to  examine  the  natives,  and  to  find  out  which  was  the  true  river  St. 
Croix.  They  did  accordingly,  and  reported  i:  to  b^the  eafternmofl 
river,  and  returned  correfpondent  plans  of  th:ir  furvey.  At  the 
forming  of  the  treaty  of  peace,  the  commilTioners  had  Mitchell's 
maps ;  and  in  fixing  the  boundary  between  that  part  of  Nova  Scotia, 
now  called  New-Brunfwick,  and  the  Commonwealth  of  MafTuchufetts, 
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they  confidered  it  to  be  the  river  laid  down  by  him.  After  the  peace, 
the  Britifli  fubjefts  of  Nova  Scotia  took  pofleffion  of  all  the  land?  be- 
tween St.  Croix  and  Schoodiac  rivers,  which  traft  is  laid  to  be  nearly 
as  large  as  the  State  of  Nevv-Hampfiiire,  and  now  hold  poiielTion  of 
the  fame,  aflerting  thr.t  Schoodiac  is  the  true  St.  Croix  ;  they  alfo 
claim  all  the  iilands  in  the  bay  of  PalTamaciuaddy,  although  feveral  of 
them  lie  feveral  miles  wtfr  O:  the  river  which  they  call  the  bouadary. 
Thus  the  province  of  Maine  is,  for  the  preftnt,  abridged  of  a  very 
large  poitinn  of  its  territory,  to  which  it  appears,  by  the  treaty  of  peace 
between  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States,  to  be  entitled.  It  is 
boun'.'ed  on  the  iourh  by  the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the 
State  of  Xew-IIampilnre. 

The  old  province  of  Maine  (included  in  the  above  liinits)  is 
bounded  on  the  weft  by  Nevv-Hampfhire,  foutli  by  the  Atlantic  ocean, 
and  north  and  north-eafr  by  the  land,  called  in  fomc  maps  Sagada- 
hock.  It  was  fnppofed  at  the  time  of  its  being  made  a  province,  to  have 
been  one  hutidred  and  twenty  miles  fqiia/e  ;  but  by  a  fetrlement  of 
the  line,  in  1737,  on  the  part,  or  fide  adjoining  New-Harnplhirc, 
the  form  of  the  land  was  reduced  from  a  fquare  to  that  of  a  diamond, 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

The  climate  does  not  materially  differ  from  the  refl  of  New-Eng- 
land. The  weather  is  rnore  regular  in  the  winter,  which  ufually 
}afl.s  with  feterity,  from  the  middle  of  Deceinber  to  the  latter  end  of 
March  ;  during  this  time  the  ponds  and  frefh  water  rivers  are  paflable 
on  the  ice,  and  fleighing  continues  uninterrupted  by  thaws,  which 
are  common  in  the  three  fouthern  New-England  States.  Although 
vegetation  in  the  fpring  commences  earlier  in  thofe  States  than  in 
this  diftrift,  yet  here  it  is  much  more  rapid.  The  elevation  of  the 
lands  in  general — the  purity  of  the  air,  which  is  rendered  fweet  and 
falubrious  by  the  balfamic  qualities  of  many  of  the  forefb  trees — the 
liinpid  flreams,  both  large  and  fmall,  which  abundantly  water  this 
country,  and  the  regularity  of  the  weather,  all  unite  to  render  this 
one  of  the  heakhieft  countries  in  the  world. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,    &c. 

The  diftrift  of  Alaine,  though  an  elevated  tract  of  country,  cannot 

he  called  mountainous  ;  it  has  a  fea  coaft  of  about  two  hutidred  and 

forty  miles,  in  which  diftancc  there  are  an  abundance  of  fafe  and 

couirnodious  harbours  ;  befidcs  which  there  is  a  fecuriiy  given,  to 

naviga- 
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navigation,  on  feme  part  of  the  coaft,  by  what  )s  called  the  ht- 
land  pajfa^e.  Almoft  the  whole  coait  is  lined  with  iflands,  among 
which  veflels  may  generally  anchor  with  fafety. 

The  principal  bays  are,  Paflamaquaddy,  Machia?,  Pcnobfcot, 
Cai'co,  and  Wells.  Of  thefe,  Penobfcot  and  Cafco  are  the  molt  re- 
markable. Both  are  full  of  illands,  fome  of  which  arc  large  enough 
for  town  (111  ps.  Long-Ifland,  in  the  center  of  Penobfcot  bay,  is  fif- 
teen miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  and  forms 
an  incorporated  townfliip,  by  the  name  of  Ifleborough,  containing 
about  four  hundred  inhabitants.  On  a  fine  penini'iila  on  the  eaft  fido 
of  the  bay  the  Britifli  built  a  fort  and  made  a  lettloment,  which  is 
now  the  fliire  town  in  the  county  of  Hancock.  The  points  of  Cafco 
bay  arc,  Cape  Small  Point  on  thf:  eafl-,  and  Cape  Elizabeth  on  the 
Weil.  This  bay  is  about  twenty-five  miles  in  width,  and  fourteen-  in 
kngth,  forming  a  moll  excellent  harbour  for  velTels  of  any  bur:len, 
and  inrerfperfed  with  a  multitude  of  illands,  fome  of  which  are 
nearly  large  enough  for  townlliips.  WelL'  bay  lies  between  Cape 
Perpoife  and  Cnpe  Neddock. 

The  whole  interior  part  of  the  coimtry  Is  watered  by  many  large 
and  fmall  rivers  ;  the  principal  are  the  following,  as  you  proceed 
from  eaft  to  weft.  St.  Croix,  a  fliort  river,  ifTuing  from  a  large  pc^nd 
in  the  vicinity  of  St.  John's  river,  remarkable  only  for  its  forming  a 
part  of  the  eaftern  boundary  of  the  United  States.  Next  is  Paflama- 
quaddy river,  which,  with  the  Schoodiac  from  the  weft,  falls  by  one 
mouth  into  Paflamaquaddy  bay.  Oppofite  Mount  Defert  Ifland^ 
which  is  about  fifteen  miles  long,  and  tv/elve  broad.  Union  river 
empties  into  a  large  bay.  A  (hort  diftance  wefl  is  the  noble  Penob- 
fcot,  which  rifes  in  two  branches  from  the  high  lands ;  of  this  we 
have  already  fpaken,  as  we  have  alfoof  the  Kennebeck,  Amerif- 
coggin,  and  the  Saco,*  which  likewife  flow  through  this  diftrift. 
At  the  falls  of  the  latter,  which  are  about  fix  miles  from  t!ie  fca,  the 
river  is  broken  by  Indian  Ifiand,  over  which  is  the  pofl  road,  and 
a  bridge  is  thrown  over  each  of  the  branches.  A  number  of  mills 
are  ereded  here,  to  which  logs  are  floated  from  forty  and  fifty  miles 
above,  and  veflels  can  come  quite  to  the  mills  to  take  in  the  lumber. 
Four  mi  lion  feet  of  pine  boards  were  annually  fav.ed  at  thefe  mills 
before  the  war.  Biddeford  and  Pepperhill  borough  lie  on  either  fide 
of  the  moutl^  of  this  river.     Moufom,  York,  and  Cape  Neddock 

*  Pages  8  aiid  9. 
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rivers,  in  the  county  of  York,  are  {hort  and  inconflderablc  dreams. 
Sheepfcut  is  a  river  navigable  for  twenty  or  thirty  miles,  and  enip« 
ties  itfelf  into  the  ocean  a  little  to  the  eaflward  of  the  Kennebcck. 
On  this  river  is  the  important  port  of  Wifcaifet,  in  the  townfhip  of 
Pownalborough. 

Stevens's  river  heads  witliin  a  mile  of  Merry  Meeting  Bay,  a  com- 
inimication  with  which  has  lately  been  opened  by  means  of  a  canal. 
Cufl'ens  river  is  between  Frteport  and  North  Yarmouth.  Royals 
river  empties  itfelf  into  the  fea  at  North  Yarmouth.  Prefumfcut 
river  meets  the  fea  at  Fnlmouth  ;  it  is  fed  by  a  lake  called  Sebacook, 
lituated  at  about  eighteen  miles  N.  W.  of  Portland,  and  conneded 
with  Long  Pond  on  the  N.  W.  by  Sungo  river.  The  whole  extent  of 
thefe  waters  is  nearly  tiiirty  miles  in  a  N.  W.  and  S.  E.  diredion. 
Another  river  called  Nonfiicb,  paflls  to  the  fea  through  Scarborough; 
this  river  receives  its  name  from  its  extraordinary  frcihets  ;  indeed^ 
the  whole  of  this  diftri^l  is  beautifully  interfefted  and  adorned  with 
fmall  lakes,  rivers,  &c.  which  render  it  an  eligible  fituation  to 
the  farmer  and  manufadurer. 

SOIL,    PRODUCTIONS,   &c. 

A  great  portion  of  the  lands  are  arable,  and  exceedingly  fertile, 
particularly  between  Penobfcot  and  Kennebeclc*'  rivers.  On  fome 
part  of  the  fea  coails,  however,  the  hnds  are  but  inditferont;  but 
this  defeft  might  eafily  be  remedied,  by  manuring  them  with  a  marine 
vegetable,  called  .rock  weed,  which  grows  on  the  rocks  between  high 
aad  low  water  mark,  all  along  the  fiiores.  It  makes  amoft  excellent 
manure,  undthe  fiipply  is  immenfc.  It  generally  grows  in  this  difi:ri£t 
on  all  the  fiiores  that  are  waflied  by  the  fea  ;  and  the  breadth  of  the 
border  is  in  proportion  to  the  heigljt  the  tide  rifes,  which,  in  the 
eaftern  part  of  the  diftri*fl,  is  nearly  thirty  feet.  It  is  eftimated  that 
there  are  four  thoufand  acres  of  this  rock  weed  on  this  coaft,  and  that 
each  acre  will  produce  annually  twenty  loads,  making  in  the  whole 
eighty  thoufand  loads  of  the  bell:  manure,  ten  loads  of  which  fpiead 
upon  an  acre  are  reckoned  futHcient  for  three  years.  The  country 
has  a  large  proportion  of  dead  fvvanips  and  fur.ken  lands,  which  are 
eafily  drained,  and  leave  a  rich,  fat  foil.  The  interior  country  is 
univerfally  reprcfentcd  as  being  of  an  excellent  foil,  \Tell  adapted 
both  for  tillage  and  pailure. — The  lands  in  general  are  eaiily  cleared, 
having  but  little  uudei-brulh. 

The 
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This  diftriil  may  naturally  be  confidered  in  three  divifions — The 
firft  comprehending  the  ti  aft  lying  eaft  of  Penobfcot  river,  of  about 
four  million  five  hundrtd  thoufand  acres — -The  fccond,  and  bcli 
tra£t,  ot  about  four  million  acre?,  lying  between  Fcnohfcot  and 
Kennebeck  rivers — The  third,  which  was  firft  fettled,  and  is  the  .noil 
populous  at  prelent,  weft  of  Kennebeck  river,  containing  alfo  about 
four  million  acres. 

The  loil  of  this  country,  however,  in  genernl,  where  it  is  properly 
fitted  to  receive  the  feed,  appears  to  be  very  friendly  to  the  growth 
of  wheat,  rye,  barley,  oats,  peas,  hemp,  and  flax,  as  well  as  to  the 
produc'lion  of  almoft  all  kinds  of  culinary  roots  and  plants,  Englilh 
grafs,  and  Indjan  corn,  provided  the  feed  be  procured  from  a  more 
northern  cl.m.ue.  Hops  are  the  fpontaneous  growth  of  this  coun- 
try. It  is  yet  problematical,  whether  apple  and  other  fruit  trees 
V\l\  floun(h  in  the  northern  and  eaflcin  parts  of  th's  diltricl.  It  is 
faid,  however,  that  a  century  ago,  there  were  good  orchards  within 
the  county  of  VVafoington,  about  the  bay  of  raifamaquadd}',  which 
weft  dcftroj  ed  atter  Colonel  Church  broke  up  the  French  iettlements 
at  that  place.  From  lome  experimements  of  the  prefent  inhabitants, 
the  preiumption  is  rather  againft  the  growth  of  fruit  trees.  In  the 
(counties  of  Yoik  and  Cumberland,  fruit  is  as  plenty  as  in  New- 
Ilampfliire.  This  country  is  equally  as  good  for  grazing  as  for  til- 
lage, and  large  flocks  of  neat  cattle  may  be  fed  both  in  fummer  and 
winter. 

The  natural  prodjftions  confift  of  white  pine  and  fpruce  trees  ia 
large  quantities,  fuitab.e  for  mails,  boards,  and  Ihingles :  the  whi:c 
pine  is,  perhaps,  ,of  all  others,  the  moil  ufeful  and  important  ,  no 
wood  will  fupply  its  pL.ce  with  advantage  in  building.  Maple,  beech, 
white  and  grey  oak,  and  yellow  birch,  are  the  growth  of  thiscountrj''. 
The  birch  is  a  large  fi^htly  tree,  and  is  ufed  for  cabinet  work,  and  re- 
ceives a  polifli  little  inferior  to  mahogany.  The  outer  bark,  which 
confifts  of  a  great  number  of  layers,  when  feparated,  is  asfmooth  and 
foft  as  the  beft  writing  paper,  and  in  fome  cafes  is  a  tolerable  fubflitute 
for  it.  The  low  lands  produce  fir,  but  it  is  unfit  for  timber,  and  of  but 
little  worth  for  fuel,  it  however  yields  a  balfam  that  is  highly  prized, 
This  balfam,  is  contained  in  fmall  protuberances  like  blifters,  under 
the  fmopth  bark  of  the  tree,  which  is  an  evergreen,  rcfembling  the 
fpruce,  but  very  tapering,  and  neither  tall  nor  large. 

Mountain  and  bog  iron  are  found  in  f.veral  parts  of  this  diflricl, 
and  fome  works  have  been  erefted  for  its  manuf;i6ture  ;  there  has 
alfo  a  fpecies  qf  ftone  been  found  at  Lebanon  ia  the  county  of  York, 

that 


2l6  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

that  yields  copperas  snd  fulphur,  and  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  time 
will  bring  other  minerals  to  light. 

Under  this  article,  the  following  remarks  of  General  Lincoln  me* 
rit  a  place  : 

*^  From  the  different  rivers,  in  this  eallern  country,  waters  may 
be  drawn  for  mills,  and  all  water  work  ;  befides,  many  are  the 
advantages  which  arifc  to  a  country,  through  which  dreams  of  water 
are  fo  liberally  interfperfed,  as  they  are  in  this ;  and  cfpeciajly  when 
they  abound,  as  many  of  thcfe  do,  with  fifli  of  different  kinds  ; 
among  them  are  the  falmon,  fliad,  alewife,  and  others,  which  feek 
the  quiet  waters  of  the  lakes,  as  the  only  places  in  which  they  can 
with  fafety  lodge  their  fpawn.  From  this  fource,  the  inland  country 
may  draw  a  fupply  of  fifli,  equal  to  all  their  demands  (if  they  are  not 
interrupted  in  their  pafTage)  which  are  rendered  peculiarly  valuable, 
as  their  annual  j-eturn  is  at  a  fcafon  of  the  year  wh'e'n  moft  needed,  an4 
when  they  can  be  cuVed  with  a  very  little  fair ;  fo  that  a  long  and 
free  ufe  of  theiu  Vv'ill  not  be  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  innabi- 
tants.  The  certainty  of  the  fupply  adds  to  its  value.  Thefe  fifli, 
as  is  fuppofed,  and  of  which  there  cannot,  I  think,  be  a  doubt,  re- 
turn to  the  fame  waters  yearly,  in  which  they  were  fpavvned,  unlefs 
fome  natural  obflrudlion  be  thrown  in  their  way.  "Whjlft  the 
people  inland  may  be  fupplied  with  thefe  fifli,  the  inhabitants  of 
the  fea  ccail  may  be  fupplied  with  the  cod  and  other  ground  fifti, 
which  are  allured  quite  into  their  harbours,  in  purfult  of  the  river 
£fli,  and  may  be  taken  with  the  greateft  eafe,  as  no  other  craft  is 
neceflary  in  many  places  than  a  common  canoe.  Gieat  advantages 
srife  aifo  to  thofe  vvho  live  on  the  fea  coafl,  from  the  fliell-fifli,  viz. 
the  iobller,  the  fcollop,  and  the  clam.  To  thefe  advantages  may  be 
added,  thofe  which  arife  from  the  forefls  being  filled  with  the  moofe 
and  deer,  and  the  waters  being  covered  with  wild  fowls  of  different 
kinds." 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS  AND  CHIEF  TOWNS. 

This  diihift  is  divided  into  f^ve  counties,  viz.  York,  Cumber- 
land, Lincoln,  Hancock,  and  Wafnington,  containing 
towns,  -the  chief  of  which  are  York,  the  capital  of  the  county  of  thq 
fame  name  ;  Portland,  the  capital  of  Cumberland  county  ;  Pownal- 
borough,  Hallo.wcll,  and  Waldcrborough,  in  Lincoln  county  ;  anc{ 
Fenobfcot  and  Machias,  the  capitals  of  Wafhington  and  Hancock 
counties, 
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PORTLAND. 

This  is  the  capital  of  this  diftrid  ;  it  is  fituated  on  a  promonlory 
;nCafco  bay,  and  was  formerly  a  part  of  Falmouth.  In  July,  1786^ 
thi5  part  of  the  town  being  the  mofl  populous  and  mercantile,  and 
fituated  on  the  harbour,  together  with  the  iflands  which  belong  to 
Falmoutli,  was  incorporated  by  the  name  of  Portland.  It  has  a  moll 
excellent,  fafe,  and  capacious  harbour,,  which  is  leldom  or  never 
completely  frozen  over.  It  is  near  the  main  ocean,  and  is  eafy  of 
accefs.  The  inhabitants  carry  on  a  confiderable  foreign  trade,  build 
fliips,  and  are  largely  concerned  in  the  fiflicry.  It  is  one  of  the  moft 
thriving  commercial  towns  in  the  Commonwealth  of  MafTachufetts. 
Although  three-fourths  of  it  was  laid  in  afhes  by  the  Britifli  fleet  in 
1775,  it  has  fince  been  entirely  rebuilt,  and  contains  among  its 
public  buildings  three  churches,  two  for  Congregationalifts,  and  one 
for  Epifcopalians  ;  and  a  handforne  court-houfe. 

A  light-houfe  has  lately  been  erected  on  a  point  of  land  called 
Portland  Head,  at  the  entrance  of  the  harbour.  It  is  a  flone  edifice, 
^eventy-two  feet  high,  exclufive  of  the  lanthorn, 

YORK. 

York  is  feventy-four  miles   N.  E.  from   Bofton,  and  nine  from 
Portfmouth.     It  is  divided  into  two  pariflies  of  Congregationalifts. 
York  river,  which  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  tuo  hundred  and  fifty 
tons  fix  or  feven  miles  fi'om  the  fea,  pafiles  through  the  town.     Over 
this  river,  about  a  mile  from  the  fea,  a  wooden  bridge  was  built  in 
1761,  two  hundred  and  feventy  feet  long,  exclufive  of  the  wharfs  at 
each  end,  which  reach  to  the  channel,  and  twenty-five  feet  wide. 
The  bridge  fi:ands  on  thirteen  piers  ;  and  was  planned  and  conduced 
by  IMajor  Samuel  Sewall,  an  ingenious  mechanic,  and  a  native  of 
the  town.     The  model  of  Charles  river  bridge  was  taken  from  this, 
and  was  built  under  the  fuperintendance  of  the  fame  gentleman.     It 
has  alfo  ferved  as  the  model  of  Maiden  and  Beverly  bridges,  and  has 
been  imitated,  even  in  Europe,  by  thofe  ingenious  American  artifts, 
Meffieurs  Coxe  and  Thompfon. 

This  town  was  fettled  as  early  as  1630,  and  was  then  called  Aga- 
menticus,  from  a  remarkable  high  hill  in  it  of  that  name,  a  noted 
land  mark  for  mariners. 
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About  the  year  1640,  a  great  part  of  this  town  was  incorporated 
by  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  by  the  name  of  Georgiana.  He  ap- 
pointed a  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  made  it  a  free  port.  In  1&52, 
when  it  fell  under  the  j urifdiftion  of  Maffachufetts,  it  aflumed  the 
name  of  York,  which  it  has  fince  retained. 

Hallowell  is  a  very  flourifliing  town,  fituated  in  latitude  44°  40', 
at  the  head  of  the  tide  waters  on  Kennebeck  river.  Pov.-nalborough, 
fituated  on  Sheepfcut  river,  with  a  good  port.  Penobfcot,  and 
Machias,  are  alfo  towns  of  connderable  and  increaling  importance. 
Bangor,  fituated  at  the  head  of  the  tide  w-aters  on  Penobfcot  river, 
latitude  45°,  it  is  thought,  v;ill  in  a  few  years  become  a  place  of  very 
confiderable  trade.  The  other  towns  of  confideration  are,  Kittery, 
iituated  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  Pifcataqua  river,  which  carries  on  a 
guod  trade  in  fhip  building;  Wells,  Biddeford,  Berwick,  North- 
Yarmouth,  and  Waldoborcugh. 

POPULATION. 

According  to  the  ceiifus  taken  in  17905  the  population  of  this  dif- 

trict  was  a?  follows : 
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^ 

^   . 

0  i^ 

0  ;2 

c 

c 

TOWNS. 

13 

TOWNS. 

II 

:^  a 

"A  S. 

Kittery 

3250 

Li  m  rick 

411 

York 

2900 

Waterborough 

965 

Wells 

3070 

Coxall 

775 

Arundel 

14^8 

Sandford 

1802 

Biddeford 

1018 

Fryfburgh 

547 

Pepperellborough 

1352 

Brownfield  and  Sun- 1 
cook             .         J 

Litile  Falls 

607 

%i^o 

Little  Oliepce 
Berwick 

662 

3^94 

Waterford  and  Pene- 1 
cook             .         J 

250 

Lebanon 

1275 

New-Andovcr, 

Shapleigh 

1329 

Hiram,  and 

214 

Walliington 

262 

Forterfield         . 

Parfonfield 

655 

Buxton 

1564 

Francifborough 

3" 

28821 

CUMBERLAND  COUNTY. 

Portland 

2240 

Standifli              .           . 

716 

Gorham 

2244 

Butterfield 

189 

Scarborough 

2235 

Ruffield 

448 

Falmoutb 

2991 

Turner 

349 

Cape-Elizabeth 

1355 

Bucktown 

453 

New-Gloucefter 

1358 

Shepherdfield     . 

530 

Grey 

577 

Bakeritown 

1276 

Windham 

938 

North-Yarmouth 

1978 

Otisfield 

197 

Freeport 

1330 

Raymondtown 

345 

Durham 

724 

Bridgtovvn                     i 

329 

Brunfvvick 

1387 

Flintflown 

190 

Harpfvvell 

1071 

25450 

LIf 

rcOLN 

COUNTY. 

Pownalborough 

2055 

Bovvdoinham 

455 

Woolwich 

797 

Nobleborough 

516 

Georgetown 

1333 

Waldoborough 

121Q 

Bath 

949 

Briftol 

1718 

Topfliam          « 

826 

Cufliing 

942 

Boothbay 

997 

Warren 

646 

Edgcomb 

«55 

Thomafton 

Soi 

New-Caftle 

896 

Meduncook 

322 

Pittfton 

605 

Union 

200 

.  Hallovvell 

!     ^'94 

Winthrop        , 

1240 

F  1 

'  a 
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LINCOLN  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 
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u,   „; 

-^^^^Tl 

0  '■■ 

0  i2 
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^     rz 

towns: 

TOWNS, 

II 

73  -C 
/?5 

;5l^ 

Balltovvn 

LO~z  \  Norridgwalk 

376 

Bowdoin 

983 

Titcomb 

264 

VafTalborough 

1240 

Karatnank 

103 

Jones's-PIantatidr! 

262 

Sandy-River,  N°.  4. 

327 

Levviftown 

532 

Little-River 

64 

Fairfield 

492 

Smithtovvn 

521 

Prclcott   and    Can's  | 
Plantation              J 

159 

Wales 
Green 

439 
639 

Sandy-River,  N°.  i. 

130 

New-Sandwich 

297 

Sandy-River,  N°.  2. 

494 

Wafliington 

618 

Sandy -River,  N^  3. 

3  SO 

Sterling 

166 

Hancock 

278 

Rockymekoe 

103 

Winflow 

779 

Littleboiough 

263 

Canaan 

454  ( 

29962 

HANCOCK  COUNTY. 

Penoblcot 

1048 

Trenton 

312 

Vinalhaven 

578 

Townfliip,  N°.  6. 

239 

Deer-Ifle 

682 

Bluehill, 

274 

Eaftern-River 

240 

Sedgwick 

569 

Buckfiown         , 

3 16 

Belfaft 

241; 

Orrington 

477 

Ducktrap 

278 

Edefton 

1 10 

Canaan 

132 

,   Condufkeeg 

^67 

Barretftown 

173 

Frankfort 

891 

Camden 

33 ' 

Mount-Defert 

744 

Iflelborough 

382 

Goldlborouiih 

267 

OrphanJlland 

124 

Sullivan 

'                    —      ^ ___ — _ 

504 

Small-Iflands     . 

66 

9549 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY. 

- 

Plantations  eafc  of 

Plantations  weft  of 

] 

Machias, 

Machias, 

No,    I         , 

66 

No.    4         . 

233 

No.   z 

144 

No.     5         . 

177 

No.   4            .      . 

vV 

No.    6 

208 

No.    :; 

84 

No.  11 

95 

No.    8 

244 

No.  12 

q 

No.   9 

29 

No.  13 

22.1 

No.  10 

41 

No.  22 

175 

No.  II 

37 

Machias 

8i§ 

No.  12 

54 

Buckharbour 

61 

No.  13 

7                       r 
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SUMMARY  OF  POPULATION. 


York  County 
Cumberland  do. 
Lincoln  do. 
Hancock  do. 
Wafliington  do. 


Total, 


The  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  diftrift  is  about  ca 
hundred  thoufand, 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

There  are  no  peculiar  features  in  the  character  of  the  people  of 
this  diftrift,  to  diftinguifli  them  from  their  neighbours  in  New- 
Hampfliire  and  Vermont.  Placed  as  they  are  in  like  circumftances, 
they  are  like  them,  a  brave,  hardy,  enterprifing,  induflrious,  hofpi- 
table  people.  Epil'copacy  was  eibbliflied  by  their  firft  charter,  but 
now  the  prevailing  religious  denominations  are  Congregational  ills 
and  Baptifts,  who  are  candid,  tolerant,  and  catholic  towards  thofe  of 
other  perfuafions ;  there  are  a  few  Epifcopalians  and  Roman  Ca- 
tholics, 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

From  the  firft  fettlement  of  Maine,  until  the  j-ear  1774  or  177c, 
the  inhabitants  generally  followed  the  lumber  trade  to  the  negleft  of 
agriculture.  This  afforded  an  immediate  profit.  Large  quantities 
of  cbrn  and  other  grain  were  annually  imported  from  Bofton  and 
other  places,  without  which  it  was  fuppofed  the  inhabitants  could  not 
have  fubfifted.  But  the  late  war,  by  rendering  thefe  refources  pre- 
carious, put  the  inhabitants  upon  their  true  intereft,  i.  e.  the  cul- 
tivation OF  THEIR  LANDS.  They  now  raife  a  fufficicnt  quantity 
for  their  own  confumption;  though  too  many  are  ftill  more  fond  of 
the  axe  than  of  the  plough.  Their  wool  and  flax  are  very  good  ; — 
hemp  has  lately  been  tried  with  great  fuccefs.  Almofl  every  family 
manufadure  wool  and  flax  into  cloth,  and  make  farming  utenfils  of 
every  kind  foi"  their  own  ufe. 

The  exports  of  this  country  are  lumber  of  various  kinds,  fuch  as 
trafts,  vjhicb  of  late^  hD'wever^  have  hccQ7ne  fcarce  ;  white  pine  boards, 
fliip  timber,  and  every  fpecies  of  fplit  lumber  manufactured  from  pine 
and  oak ;  tkefe  are  exported  from  the  different  ports  in  immenfe 

quantities 
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quantities.     Pried  fifii  furniflies  likevvife  another  very  capital  article 
of  the  exports  of  this  diilri(St, 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 
The  erection  of  a  college  near  Cafco  bay  was  long  fince  contem- 
plated and  determined  on,  and  the  legiflature  have  proceeded  fo  far 
in  the  bufinefs  as  to  determine  on  the  principles  of  fuch  an  eftablilh- 
iment.  Academies  in  Hallowell,  BerwyGjc,  Fryeburg,  and  Machias, 
haVe  been  incorporated  by  the  legiflature,  and  endowed  with  hand- 
fome  grants  of  the  public  lands.  And  it  is  but  juft  to  obferve,  that 
town  fchools  are  very  generally  maintained  in  raoft  of  the  towns 
that  are  able  to  defray  the  expenfe,   and  a  fpiiit  of  improvement  is 

increafuig. 

CONSTITUTION. 

At  the  time  of  the  United  States  becoming  independent,  this  dif-  * 
trift  was  in  fome  meafure  incorporated  with  MaiTachufetts,  by  virtue 
of  a  charter  derived  from  King  William  and  Queen  Mary ;  it  has  as 
yet  continued  nearly  the  fame  connexion,  its  conilitution  is  therefore 
"the  fame  with  that  State.  The  fepsration  of  this  diftrift,  and  its  erec- 
tion into  an  independent  State,  have  been  fubjcfls  publicly  difcufTed 
by  the  inhabitants  in  town  meetings,  by  appointment  of  the  legifla- 
ture. Such  is  the  rapid  fettlement  and  progrefs  of  this  country,  that 
the  period  when  this  contemplated  feparation  will  take  place,  is 
probably  not  far  diftant. 

INDIANS. 

The  remains  of  the  Penobfcot  tribe  are  the  only  Indians  who  take  up 
their  refidence  in  this  diftri6t..They  confiit  of  about  one  hundred  fami- 
lies, and  live  together  in  regular  fociety  at  Indian  Old  Town,  which  is 
"fituated  on  an  ifland  of  about  two  hundred  acres,  in  Penobfcot  river, 
jiift  above  the  Great  Falls.  They  are  Roman  Catholics,  and  have  a 
prieft,  who  refides  among  them,  and  adminifters  the  ordinances. 
They  have  a  decent  houfe  for  public  worfliip,  with  a  bell,  and  ano- 
ther building,  where  they  meet  to  tranfaft  the  public  bufinefs  of 
their  tribe.  In  their  aflemblies  all  things  are  managed  with  the 
greatefl:  order  and  decorum.  The  Sachems  form  the  legiflative  and 
'executive  authority  of  the  tribe  ;  though  the  heads  of  all  the  families 
are  invited  to  be  prefent  at  their  public  periodical  meetings.  The 
tribe  is  increafmg,  in  confequence  of  an  obligation  laid,  by  the  Sa- 
chems, on  the  young  people  to  marry  early. 

,     X  In 
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In  a  former  war,  this  tribe  loft  their  lands  ;  but  at  the  commence- 
nient  of  the  laft  war,  the  Provincial  Congrefs  granted  them  all  the 
lands  from  the  head  of  the  tide  in  Penobfcot  river,  included  in  lines 
drawn  fix  miles,  from  the  river  on  each  fide,  i.  e.  a  tra£t  twelve 
miles  wide,  inteffet^ed  in  the  middle  by  the  river.  They,  however, 
confider  that  they  have  a  right  to  hunt  and  fifli  as  far  as  the  mouth  of 
the  bay  of  Penobfcot  extends.  This  was  their  original  right, 
in  oppofition  to  any  other  tribe,  and  they  now  occupy  it  undid iirbed, 
and  we  hope  will  continue  lo  to  do,  till  the  period  fliall  arrive  when 
mingled  with  the  rell:  of  the  inhabitants,  they  fliall  form  but  one  ge-a 
jjieral  mafs, 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES, 

HE  State  known  by  this  mme  lies  between  41°  and  42°  north 
latitude  and  3°  and  4°  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia  ;  the  length; 
is  about  Cxty-eight  miles,  and  the  breadth  forty  miles  ;  it  is  bounded 
on  the  north  and  eafl  by  the  State  of  Maflachufetts,  on  the  fouth  by 
the  Atlantic  ocean,  and  on  the  weft  by  the  State  of  Connefticut. 

AIR    AND    CLIMATE. 

This  is  as  healthful  a  country  as  any  part  of  North-America.  The 
winters  in  the  maritime  parts  are  milder  than  in  the  inland  country; 
the  air  being  foftened  by  a  fea  vapour,  which  alfo  enriches  the  foil. 
The  fummers  are  delightful,  efpecially  on  Rhode-Ifland,  where  the 
extreme  heats,  which  prevail  in  other  parts  of  America,  are  allayeci 
by  cool  and  refrefliing  breezes  from  the  fea. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Rhode-Ifland,  from  which  the  State  takes  half  its  name,  is  thir- 
teen miles  in  length;  its  average  breadth  is  about  four  miles.  It  is 
divided  into  three  townfliips,  Newport,  Portfmouth,  and  Middle- 
town.  This  iiland,  in  point  of  foil,  climate,  and  fituation,  may  be 
ranked  among  the  fineft  and  mofl:  charming  in  the  world.  In  its 
moll  flouriflung  ftate  it  was  called  by  travellers  the  E^cn  of  America ; 
biit  the  change  which  the  ravages  of  war  and  a  decrcnfe  of  bufinefs 
have  effeflicd  is  great  and  melancholy.  Som.e  of  the  moft  orna- 
mental country  feats  were  deflroyed,  and  their  fine  groves,  orchards, 
and  fruit  trees,  wantonly  cut  down  :  and  the  gloom  of  its  prefent 
decayed  ftate  is  heightened  by  its  charming  natural  fituation,  and 
by  reflecting  upon  its  former  glory.     Providence,  in  many  parts,  is 

equally 
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equally  pleafant,  the  whole  country  being  beautifully  variegated  and 
plentifully  watered. 

There  is  but  one  mountain  in  this  State,  this  is  in  the  town  of 
Briftol,  called  JMount  Hope,  or  (Haup)  there  is  nothing  in  the  ap- 
pearance "of  this  mount  to  claim  particular  attention.  Among  the 
rivers  the  following  del'erve  particular  notice  : 

Providence  and  Taunton  rivers,  both  of  which  fall  into  Narra- 
ganfet  bay,  the  former  on  the  wefl",  the  latter  on  the  eaft  fide  of 
Rhode-Ifland.  Providence  river  rifes  partly  in  the  Maflachufetts, 
and  is  navigable  as  far  as  Providence  for  fliips  of  nine  hundred  tons, 
thirty  miles  from  the  fea.  Taunton  river  is  navigable  for  Imall  vei- 
fels  to  Taunton.     The  common  tides  rife  about  four  feet. 

Fall  river  is  fmall,  rihng  in  Freetown,  and  painng  through  Tiver- 
ton. The  line  between  the  States  of  Maflachufetts  and  Rhode-lfland, 
pafTes  Fall  river  bridge.  Patuxet  river  riles  in  Mafliapog  pond,  and 
live  miles  below  Providence  empties  into  Narraganiet  bay.  Pau- 
tucket  river,  called  more  northerly  Blackftone's  river,  empties  into 
Seekhonck  river,  four  miles  N.  N.  E.  from  Providence,  where  are 
the  falls  hereafter  dtfcribed,  over  which  is  a  bridge,  on  the  poft 
road  to  Bofton,  and  forty  miles  from  thence.  The  confluent  fl:reani 
empties  into  Providence  river,  about  a  mile  belo\v  Weybofl!ett,  or 
the  great  bridge.  Nafpatucket  river  falls  into  the  bay  about  one 
mile  and  a  half  N.  W.  of  Weybofl^et  bridge.  MofliaflTuck  river  falls 
into  the  fame  bay,  three-fourths  of  a  mile  north  of  the  bridge. 
Thefe  rivers  united  form  Providence  river,  which,  a  few  miles  be- 
low the  town,  receives  the  name  of  Narraganfet  bay,  and  affords 
fine  fifti,  oyfliers,  and  lobfl:ers,  in  great  plenty  ;  the  bny  makes  up 
from  fouth  to  north  between  the  main  land  on  the  eaft  and  weff.  It 
embofoms  many  fertile  iflands,  the  appearance  of  which  and  of  the 
circumjacent  country  in  the  fpring  and  fummer  feafons,  either  from 
the  land  or  water,  is  extremely  beautiful  and  charming  ;  the  princi- 
pal of  thefe,  bcfides  Rhode-Ifland,  are  Canonnicut,  Prudence,  Pa- 
tience, Hop-,  Dyers  and  Hog  iflands.  The  fiifi:  of  thefe,  viz.  Ca- 
nonnicut iflan-J,  lies  v»eft  of  Rhode-Ifland,  and  is  fix  miles  ia 
length,  and  about  one  mile  in  breadth  ;  it  was  purchafed  of  the  In- 
dians in  1657,  and  incorporated  by  an  aft  of  alTembly  by  the  name  of 
the  Itland  of  Jameftown  in  1678. 

Prudence  ifland  is  nearly  or  quite  as  large  as  Canonnicut,  and  lies 
north  oi  ic.  and  is  a  part  of  the  tovvnfhip  of  Portfmouth, 
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Block  ifland,  called  by  the  Indians  Manifles,  is  twenty-oric  miles 
S.  S.  W.  from  Newport,  and  is  the  fouthernmoft  land  belonging  to 
the  State  ;  it  was  erefted  into  a  townfliip,  by  the  name  ot  New 
Shoreham,  in  1672.  The  inhabitants  of  this  ifland  were  formerly 
noted  tor  making  good  cheefe  ;  and  they  catch  confiderable  quanti- 
ties of  cod  fifli  round  the  ledges  near  the  ifland. 

The  harbours  in  this  State  are,  Newport,  Providence,  Wickford, 
Patuxet,  Warren,  and  Briltol,  all  of  which  are  advantageous,  and 
feveral  of  them  commodious.  For  the  fafety  and  convenience  of 
failing  into  Narraganfet  bay  and  the  harbour  of  Newport,  a  light- 
houfe  was  erefted  in  1749  on  Beavertail,  at  the  fouth  end  of  Canon- 
nicut  ifland  ;  the  diameter  of  the  bafe  is  twenty-four  feet,  and  of 
the  top  thirteen  feet ;  the  height  from  the  ground  to  the  top  of  the 
cornice  is  fifty  feet,  round  which  is  a  gallery,  and  within  that  ftandg 
the  lanthorn,  which  is  about  eleven  feet  high  and  eight  feet  in  dia- 
meter. The  ground  the  light-houfe  ftands  on  is  about  twelve  feet 
above  the  furface  of  the  fen  il.t  high  v/ater, 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  &c. 

This  State,  generally  fpeaking,  is  a  country  for  pafture,  and  not 
for  grain  ;  in  Rhode-Ifland  alone  thirty  or  forty  thoufand  flieep  are 
fed,  befides  neat  cattle  and  horfes,  and  a  like  proportion  in  many 
other  parts  of  the  State.  It  however  produces  corn,  rye,  barley, 
oats,  and  in  fome  parts  wheat  fufficient  for  home  eonfumption  ;  and 
the  various  kinds  of  grafTes,  fruits,  culinary  rOots  and  plants  in 
great  abundance,  and  in  good  perfeftion,  and  cyder  is  made  for  ex- 
portation. The  north-weftern  parts  of  the  State  arc  but  thinly  in- 
habited, and  are  more  rocky  and  barren  than  the  other  parts.  The 
traft  of  country  lying  between  South-Kingfton  and  the  Connedieut 
line,  called  the  Narraganfet  country,  is  excellent  grazing  land, 
and  is  inhabited  by  a  number  of  wealthy  farmers,  who  raife  fome 
of  the  fineft  neat  cattle  in  New-England,  weighing  from  fixteen  to 
eighteen  hundred  weight.  They  keep  large  dairies,  and  make  both 
butter  and  chccfe  of  the  bcfl  quality  and  in  very  large  quantities  for 
exportation.  Narraganfet  has  been  famed  for  an  excellent  breed  of 
pacing  horfes,  remarkable  for  their  fpced  and  hardinefs,  and  for  en- 
during the  fotigues  of  a  journey  ;  this  breed  of  horfes  has,  how- 
ever, much  depreciated  of  late,  the  bell  mares  having  been  pur- 
chafed  by  the  people  from  the  weftward. 

The 
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The  bowels  of  the  earth  in  this  State  offer  a  hirgc  recompenfe  to 
the  induthious  adventurer.  Iron  ore  is  found  in  great  plenty  in  Se- 
veral parts  of  the  State.  The  iron  works  on  Patnxet  river,  twelve 
niiles  iVom  Providence,  are  inpplied  v.ith  ore  from  a  bed  four  miles 
and  a  halt  diftant,  which  lies  in  a  valley,  through  which  runs  a 
brook  ;  the  brook  is  turned  into  a  new  channel,  and  the  ore  pits  ai'e 
cleared  ot  \va;er  by  a  fteam  engine,  conflrvifted  and  made  at  the  fur- 
nace, by  and  under  the  diredibn  of  the  late  Jofcph  Brown,  Elq.  of 
Providence,  which  continues  a  very  uleful  monument  of  his  mechani- 
cal genius :  at  this  ore  bed  are  a  variety  of  ores,  curious  ftones, 
ochres.  Sec. 

At  Diamond-Hill,  in  the  county  of  Providence,  vvhiclj  is  fo  calle4 
from  its  fparkling  and  (liining  appearance,  there  are  a  variety  of  pe- 
culiar ftones,  more  curious  than  at  prefent  they  appear  to  be  ufeful ; 
but  not  far  from  this  hill,  in  the  townfliip  of  Cumberland,  is  a  cop- 
per mine,  mixed  with  iron  ftrongly  impregnated  with  loadftone,  of 
which  fome  large  pieces  have  been  found  iti  the  neighbourhood  :  no 
method  has  yet  been  difcovered  to  work  it  to  advantage,  or  rather, 
no  one  has  yet  been  found  with  fuiiicient  fpirit  to  engage  in  an  un- 
dertaking, which,  though  it  might  be  attended  with  diffi.culty  at  firft, 
could  hardly  fail,  ultimately,  of  yielding  an  ample  recompenfe. 

An  abundance  of  limeftone  is  found  in  this  State,  particularly  in 
the  county  of  Providence,  of  which  large  quantities  of  lime  are  made 
and  exported.  This  limeftone  is  of  different  colours,  and  is  the 
true  marble,  of  the  white,  plain,  and  variegated  kinds ;  it  takes  a  fin?; 
polifti,  and  works  equal  to  any  in  America, 

There  are  feveral  mineral  fprings  in  this  State,  to  one  of  which, 
near  Providence,   many  people  refort  to  bathe  and  drink  the  water. 

The  waters  of  this  State  are  equally  productive  ;  in  the  rivers  and 
bays  are  plenty  of  flieeps-head,  Ijlack-fifli,  herring,  fliad,  lobfters, 
oyfters,  and  clams  ;  and  around  the  ftiores  of  Rhode-Ifland,  befides 
thofe  already  mentioned,  are  cod,  halibut,  mackerel,  bafs,  haddock, 
&c.  to  the  amount  of  more  than  feventy  different  kinds,  fo  that  in 
the  feafons  of  fifti  the  markets  prefent  a  continual  fcene  of  buftle 
and  huiry.  Rhode-lfland  is  indeed  confidered  by  travellers  as  the 
beft  iifli  market,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  the  world. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS,  CHIEF  TOWNS,  &c. 

This  State  is  divided  into  five  counties,  viz.  Newport,  Providence, 
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Wafliington,  Briftol  and  Kent ;  thefe  are  lubdivided  into  thirty  tovvn- 
fliips.     The  principal  towns  in  each  are  as  follow : 

NEWPORT. 

This  town  lies  in  lat.  41°  35';  it  was  firft  fettled  by  IMr.  William 
Coddington,  afterwards  governor,  and  the  father  of  Rhode-Ifland, 
with  feventeen  others,  in  1639,  Its  harbour,  which  is  one  of  the 
fineft  in  the  world,  fpreads  wellward  before  the  town ;  the  entrance 
is  eafy  and  fafe,  and  a  large  fleet  may  anchor  in  it,  and  ride  in  per-^ 
fed:  fecurity.  It  is  probable,  fliould  the  United  States  eftablilh  a 
naval  force,  that  this  may,  in  fome  future  period,  become  one  of 
the  man  of  war  ports  of  the  American  empire.  The  town  lies  north 
and  fouth  upon  a  gradual  afcent  as  you  proceed  from  the  water,  and 
exhibits  a  beautiful  view  from  the  harbour,  and  from  the  neighbour- 
ing hills  which  lie  weftward  upon  the  main.  Weft  of  the  town  is 
Goat-Iiland,  on  which  is  a  fort.  Between  this  ifland  and  Rhode'?- 
Ifland  is  the  harbour.     Front  or  Water-llreet  is  a  mile  in  length. 

Newport  contains  about  one  tbonland  houfes,  built  chiefly  of 
wood;  it  has  nine  houfes  for  public  worfhip,  three  for  the  Baptifts, 
two  for  the  Congregationalifts,  one  for  Epifcopalians,  one  for  Qua- 
kers, one  for  Moravians,  and  a  fynagogue  for  the  Jews :  the  other 
public  buildings  are  a  ftate  houfe  and  an  edifice  for  the  public  li- 
brary. The  fituntion,  form  and  architefture  of  the  flate  houfe, 
give  it  a  pleating  appearance ;  it  Itands  fufKciently  elevated,  and  h 
long  wharf  and  paved  parade  lead  up  to  it  from  the  harbour.  ■ 

The  destructive  ii^fluence  of  paper  money,  which  has 
now,  however,  ceafed  to  operate,  combined  with  the  devaffation  of 
a  cruel  and  unjuft  v/ar,  have  occafioned  a  ftagnation  of  bufinefs 
which  is  truly  melancholy  and  diflrefling.  This  city,  far  famed  for 
the  beauty  of  its  fituation,  the  falubrity  of  its.  climate,  and  the  hof- 
pitality  and  politenefs  of  its  inhabitants,  anJ  which  was  the  place  of 
refort  ior  invalids  from  a  great  diftance,  now  wears  the  gloomy  af- 
peft  of  decay ;  thoulands  of  its  inhabitants  are  almoft  deititute  of 
employment;  this  circumflancc,  together  with  that  of  there  being  a 
great  abundance  of  raw  materials  in  tlie  v'cinity,  flrongly  maik  out 
this  city  as  a  convenient  and  piop/cr  litiiaiion  for  cxtenfive  manufac- 
tures. Should  the  gentlemen  of  foitnhe  rciident  in  the  State,  or  any  of 
thofj  who  have  emigrate.!  01  that  may  ov.igrate  thither  from  difl'erent 
p.irti:  of  Enrope,  turn  their  caj/itals  into  thii  ch:mntl,  they  would 
not  only  derive  a  profit  to  themfclves,  but  be  initrumental  in  gring 

employ- 
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employment  anJ  bread  to  thonfanck  of  now  unhappy  people,  and  of 
reviving  the  tbraiei-  importance  ot  this  beaurilul  city. 

The  excellent  accommodations  and  regulations  of  the  numerous 
packets  which  belong  to  this  port,  and  which  ply  thence  to  Provi- 
dence and  New-York,  oiii^ht  not  to  pals  unnoticed  ;  they  arc  faid  to 
te  hiperior  to  any  thing  Ci"  the  kind  in  Europe. 

PROVIDEXCE. 

Providence  is  fituated  in  lat.  41"  5^1' on  both  fides  of  Providence 
river,  is  thirty-five  miles  from  the  fea,  aid  thirty  miks  N.  by  W.  from 
Newport ;  it  is  the  oldefl:  town  in  the  State  ;  Roger  Williams  and  his 
company  were  its  firil  fettlers  in  1636. 

This  town  is  divided  into  two  parts  by  the  river,  and  conneiTlied 
by  a  bridge,  formerly  called  Weybollet,  from  a  high  hill  of  that 
uame  which  flood  near  the  welf  end  of  the  bridge,  but  which  is  now 
removed,  and  its  bafe  built  upon  ;  this  bridge  wliich  is  the  only  one 
of  any  confiderable  note  in  this  State,  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  feet 
long  and  twenty-two  feet  wide,  fupported  by  two  wooden  treflels  :!nd 
two  ilone  pillars ;  its  fituation  affording  a  profpeft  of  all  veffels  leaving 
and  entering  the  harbour,  renders  it  a  pleafant  place  of  refort  in  the 
iummer.  Ships  of  almofl:  any  fize  fail  up  and  down  the  channel, 
which  is  marked  out  by  flakes,  erefted  at  points,  flioals,  and  beds 
lying  in  the  river,  fo  that  Grangers  may  come  up  to  the  town  with- 
eu:  a  pilot.  A  fliip  of  950  tons,  for  the  Eafl-India  trade,  was  lately 
built  in  this  town,  and  fitted  for  fea.  In  1764  there  were  belonging 
to  the  county  of  Providence  fifty-four  fail  of  vefTels,  containing  four 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  tons.  In  1791  they  had  one 
hundred  and  twenty-nine  fail,  containing  eleven  thoufand  nine  hun- 
dred and  forty-two  tons,  and  in  1 792  thefe  were  confiderably  in- 
creafed. 

This  town  fuffered  much  by  the  Indian  war  of  1675,  when  a  num- 
ber of  its  inhabitants  removed  to  Rhode-Ifland  for  flielter.  fn  the 
late  war  the  cafe  was  reverfed  ;  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  that 
ifland  removed  to  Providence. 

The  public  buildings  are,  an  elegant  meeting-houfe  for  the  Baptifts, 
eighty  feet  fquare,  with  a  lofty  and  beautiful  fleeple  and  a  large 
bell,  cafr  at  the  Furnace  Hope  in  Scituate — a  meeting-houfe  for 
Friends  or  Quakers,  two  for  Congregationalifts,  an  epifcopal  church, 
a  handfome  court-houfe,  feventy-feet  by  forty,  in  which  is  depofited 
a  library  for  the  ufe  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  town  and  country — a 

work- 
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work-hnufe,  a  market-houfe  eighty  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  and 
a  brick  fchool-houfe,  in  which  four  fchools  are  kept.  The  houfes  in 
this  town  are  generally  built  of  wood,  though  there  are  fome  brick 
buildings  which  are  large  and  elegant.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from 
the  town,  an  hofpital  for  the  fmall-pox  and  other  difeafes  has  been 
erefted.  There  are  two  fperniaceti  works,  a  number  of  diftilleries, 
fuear  houfes,  and  other  manufactories.  Several  forts  were  creeled 
in  and  near  Providence  during  the  late  war,  but  little  attention  has 
been  given  to  them  fince  ;  iu  the  determination  of  the  American 
government  to  put  the  fea  ports,  &c.  into  a  proper  ftate  of  defence, 
this  place  has  not  been  forgotten,  orders  have  been  given  to  repair 
thofe  works  necefiary  for  the  defence  of  the  town.  This  town  has 
an  extenfive  trade  with  MafTachufetts,  Connefticut,  and  part  of  Ver- 
mont ;  and  from  its  advantageous  iituation,  promifes  to  be  among 
the  largeft  towns  in  New-England  ;  it  fends  four  reprefentatives  ta 
the  General  Affembly  ;  the  other  towns  in  the  county  fend  but  two, 

BRISTOL. 

Briftol  is  a  pleafant  thriving  town,  about  fixteen  miles  north  of 
Newport,  on  the  main  ;  part  of  the  town  was  deftroyed  by  the  Bri- 
tiili,  but  it  has  lince  been  rebuilt ;  it  has  an  epifcopal  and  a  congre- 
gational church.  This  town  is  noted  for  raifing  large  quantities  of 
onion  and  other  roots.  A  number  of  veflels  are  owned  by  the  in- 
habitants, and  they  carry  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the  Weft- 
Indits,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States, 

WARREN. 

Warren  is  alfo  a  flouriftiing  town,  has  a  veiy  lucrative  trade  with 
the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  and  a  confiderable  portion  of  bu- 
tiacfs  in  ftiip-building, 

LITTLE    COMPTON, 

Little  Compton,  called  by  the  Indians  Scconvet,  is  fald  to  be  the 
bell:  cultivated  tovvnfliip  in  the  State,  and  affords  a  greater  fupply  of 
provifions  for  market,  fuch  as  meats  of  the  feveral  kinds,  butter, 
cheefc,  vegetables,  &c.  than  any  other  town  of  its  fize.  The  inha- 
bitants, who  arc  an  indufrrious  and  fober  people,  and  in  thcfe  re- 
fpecfts  an  example  wortliy  the  notice  and  imitation  of  their  brethren 
in  feme  other  parts  of  the  State,  mauufadure  linen  and  tow  cloth, 
I  flannels, 
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flannels,  &»c.  of  an  excellent  quality,  and  in  confidcrable  quantitie* 
for  fale. 

About  four  miles  north-eaft  of  Providence  lies  a  fmall  village, 
called  Pautucket,  a  place  of  fome  trade,  and  famous  for  lamprejr 
eels.  Through  this  village  runs  Pautucket  river,  which  empties 
into  Scekhonck  river  at  this  place ;  in  this  river  is  a  beautiful  fall  of 
Avater  ;  directly  over  the  falls  a  bridge  has  lately  been  built,  which  is 
a  work  of  confiderabie  magnitude  and  much  ingenuity,  which  di- 
vides the  Commonwealth  of  Maflachufetts  from  the  State  of  Rhode- 
Ifland.  The  fall,  in  its  whole  length,  is  upwards  of  fifty  feet;  the 
water  pafles  through  feveral  chafms  in  a  rock  which  runs  diametri- 
cally acrofs  the  bed  of  the  flream,  and  ferves  as  a  dam  to  the  water. 
Several  mills  have  alfo  been  erefted  upon  thefe  falls,  and  the  fpouts 
and  channels  which  have  been  conftrufted  to  condudt  the  ftreams  to 
their  refpective  wheels,  and  the  bridge,  have  taken  very  much  from 
the  beauty  and  grandeur  of  the  fcene,  which  would  othervvife  have 
laeen  indefcribably  romantic. 

In  the  town  of  Middletovvn,  on  Rhode-Ifland,  about  two  miles 
from  Newport,  is  a  place  called  Purgatory  ;  it  joins  to  the  fea  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  the  ifland  ;  it  is  a  large  cavity  or  opening,  in  a  high  bed  of 
rocks,  about  twelve  feet  in  diameter  at  top,  and  about  forty  feet  deep 
before  you  reach  the  water,  of  which,  as  it  joins  the  fea,  it  has  always 
a  large  depth.  The  rocks  on  each  fide  appear  to  have  been  once 
united,  and  were  probably  feparated  by  fome  conrulfion  in  nature. 


POPULATION. 

The  Number  of  Inhabitants  in  this  State  has  been  feveral 
times  taken. 


In   1730  it  J  15302  whites 
contained    ^    2633  blacks 

29755  whites 
4373  l^lacks 


748  { 


1761 


{■35939  ^^'hites 
I    4^^9       " 


^697  blacks 


^774 


54435  '-^'lii^es 
5253  blacks 

(J     f  48 5 38  whites 
^"^3  I    3361  blacks 

Thus  this  State  futfered  a  dimi- 
nution in  9  years, from  i774.to 
1783,  of  7623  inhabitants. 


According  to  the  cenfus  taken  in   1790,  the  numbers  ftooJ  as 
follows: 
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NEWPORT  COUNTY. 
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3 
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5J 
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0      « 

New-port' 

1454 

1237 

3385 

417223 

6716 

Portlinouth    .    . 
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34^ 

777  ^ 

47 

17 

I  :;6o 

Nevv-Shoreham 

155 

^3i 

290 

57 

47 

682 

James-Town     . 

100 

91 

232 

b8 

lb 

507 

Middletown  .    . 

214 

161 

424 

26 

15 

840 

Tiverton    .    .    . 

570 

^20 

1161 

177 

25 

2453 

Little-Compton 

3^5 

.     3  54 

-778 

22 

23 

1542 

, 

3231  1     2042 

7047 

814I366 

14300 

PROVIDENCE  COUNTY. 

providence     .... 

1709 

1259 

2937  '427I  48 

6380 

vSmithneld 

818 

682 

15  ^'3 

«3      5 

3'7i 

' 

Scituate 

562 

548 

1 170 

29      6 

2315 

Glocefter    . 

989 

999 

2014 

22      1 

4C25 

Cumberland 

501 

485 

970 

8 

1964 

Cranftoii    . 

444 

408 

942 

73    1° 

1877 

Johnfton    . 

333 

.280 

633 

71 

3 

1320 

North-Providence 

270 

237 

509 

50 

5 

1071 

Foiter 

528 

602 

1 1 19 

15 

4 

226S 

61^4  (     5500 

11877 

778    82 

2 1 39 1 

WASHINGTON   CO 

UNTY. 

4 

Wellcrly 

460 

679 

1081 

681  10 

2298 

North-Kingllon     . 

602 

668 

1342 

199    96 

2907 

South-Kintjllon     . 

820 

1058 

1605 

473  175 

41 3 1 

Charrellowa  .    .    . 

344 

445 

B15 

406 

12 

2022 

Exeter 

583 

6^3 

1175 

^1 

37 

2495 

Richmond      .    ,    . 

•5()Cl 

510 

H15 

67      2 

1760 

Hopkintaa     .    .    . 

521 

678 

1 184 

72      7 

2462 

3896 

46  q  I 

8017 

372  339 

18075 

BRISTOL  COU.V 

FY. 

J3rillol 330 

291 

677 

44    (54 

1406 

"VVanea 286 

243 

555 

16    22 

1 122 

Barrintrton     .... 
0 

^^^ 

144 

?,^o 

32|    12 

683 

__ 

_li'_. 

678 

1 562,^    92I  98 

32 1 1 

OF    RHODE-ISLAND. 
KENT    COUNTY. 


233 


VO 

V. 

-0 

0    «• 

C 

s 

'- 

0 

(_U 

TOWNS. 

El 

E 

c 

>i 

>    n 

"?    rt 

"5 

0 

ji 

^ 

u 

U.    ^ 

U.    - 

Ui 

< 

ut 

H 

Waruick.      .... 

566 

^16 

II52 

224 

35i    2493 

Eaft-Gieenwich  .    . 

426 

393 

920 

72 

13'     1B24 

Weft-Greenwich     . 

520 

586 

918 

20 

\o     2054 

Coventry     .... 

645 

63  q 

II59 

3  5 

5I     2477 

2157 

2128 

4149 

35' 

63;     8 8 48 

SUMMARY  OF  TOPU 

LATIO 

N. 

Newport  county 

2321 

2842 

7047 

814 

366I  14^00 

Providence  do.     .    . 

6ii;4 

55^)0 

11877 

77^ 

82 

24391 

Wafliington  do.  .    . 

3896 

46:;! 

8C17 

1372 

33c 

)    18075 

Briftoldo 

7S1 

678 

1562 

92 

9^ 

321  T 

Kent  do 

21,-7 

2128 

4149 

351 

1  63'    8848 

15309 

1  M799 

3265a 

■3407 

948,68825 

What  the  prefent  number  may  be,  it  is  difficult  to  nfcertain  with 
any  precificn  ;  but,  accounting  for  an  increafe  in  the  f-une  propor- 
tion as  between  the  years  1783  and  1790,  we  may  realonably  fup- 
pofe  it  at  about  feventy-feven  thoufand  ;  and  when  we  confider  that 
the  caufes  which  produced  a  diminution  did  not  ce:ife  to  operate 
till  a  confiderable  period  after  the  year  1783,  this  account  will  not  be 
thought  too  high. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES, 

Before  the  war,  the  merchants  in  Rhode-Ifland  imported  from 
Great-Britain  dry  goods  ;  from  Africa  flavcs ;  from  the  Weft- Indies 
fugars,  coffees,  and  molafles,  and  from  the  neighbouring  coN^nies 
lumber  and  provifions.  With  the  bills  which  they  obtained  in  Su- 
rinam and  other  Dutch  Weft-India  iflands,  they  paid  their  me;cha  its 
in  England  ;  their  fugars  they  carried  to  Holland  j  the  flaves  from 
Africa  they  carried  to  the  Weft-Indies,  together  with  the  lumber 
and  provifions  procured  from  their  iieigiibuurs ;  the  rum  diftilled 
from  the  molaffes  was  carried  to  Africa  to  purchafe  negroes ;  with 
their  dry  goods  from  England  they  trafticked  with  the  neigiiboui  'ng 

Vpi,.  II.  H  \x  colonies. 
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colonies.  By  this  kind  of  circuitous  commerce  they  fubfiilcd  and 
grew  rich  ;  but  the  v/ar,  and  foaic  other  events,  have  had  a  great, 
and  in  many  refpefts,  an  injurious  effe£l  upon  the  trade  of  this  State. 
The  flave  trade,  which  was  a  fource  of  %veakh  to  many  of  the  people 
in  Newport,  and  in  other  parts  of  the  State,  has  happily  been  abo* 
lifhed;  the  Legiflature  have  paTed  a  law  prohibinng  fliips  from  going 
to  Africa  for  flaves,  and  felling  them  in  the  Well:  India  ifiands ;  and 
the  oath  of  one  feaman  belonging  to  the  fliip  is  fufFicient  evidence  of 
the  faft  :  this  law  is,  however,  more  favourable  to  the  caufe  of  hu. 
manicy  than  to  the  temporal  interefls  of  the  merchants  who  had  been: 
engaged  in  this  inhuman  traffic. 

The  town  of  Briftol  c?rnes  on  a  confiderable  trade  to  Africa,  the 
"Weft-Indies,  and  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States ;  but  by  far 
the  greateft  part  of  the  commerce  of  this  State  is  at  prefent  carried 
on  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  flourifliing  town  of  Providence.  lu 
June,  1 79 1,  there  were  belonging  to  this  port, 


Tons. 

II  Ships,  containing 

3,066 

35  Brigs 

4,266 

I  Snow 

14.1 

I  Poleacre 

101 

si;  Schooners 

-      1.320 

56  Sloops          -         .        „ 

3^047 

Total      129  fail,  containing  -         •'i»94i 

The  prefent  exports  from  the  State  are  flax  feed,  lumber,  horfes, 
cattle,  beef,  pork,  fifli,  poultry,  onions,  butter,  cheefe,  barley,  grain, 
fpirits,  and  cotton  and  linen  goods.  The  iinports  confift  of  Euro- 
pean and  We  it-India  goods,  and  logwood  from  the  Bay  of  Hondu- 
ras. Upwards  of  600  vefTels  enter  and  clear  annually  at  the  different 
ports  in  this  State.  The  amount  of  exports  from  this  State  to  fo- 
reign countries,  for  one  year,  ending  the  30th  of  September,  lygi* 
was  four  hundred  and  feventy  thouiand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one 
dollars  nine  cent?  ;  this  has,  fince  that  period,  confidersbly  increafed. 
With  refpect  to  manufactures  the  inhabitants  of  this  State  are  rapidly 
improving.  A  cotton  mannfaclory  has  been  ereded  at  Providence, 
which,  from  prefent  profpeds,  will  anfwer  the  expectations  of  the 
proprietors.  The  warps  are  fpun  by  water  with  a  machine,  which 
is  an  improvement  on  Mr.  Arkwright's  ;  and  ftrong,  fmooth  and 
sxcellcnt  yarn  is  thus  made  both  for  warps  and  ftockings.     The 

filling 
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filling  of  the  cotton  goods  is  fpun  with  jennies.  In  thcfc  fcveral 
works  fiye  carding  machines  are  employed,  and  a  calender,  con- 
ftructed  after  the  European  manner.  Jeans,  fuftians,  denims,  thick- 
fets,  velvets,  Sec.  are  here  manufaftured  and  fent  to  the  foiithcra: 
States.  Large  quantities  of  linen  and  tcv/  cloth  are  made  in  different 
parts  of  this  State  for  exportation.  But  the  moft  confidcrable  ma- 
nufaftures  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  iron,  fuch  as  bar  and  fliect  iron, 
fteel,  nail  rods  and  nail?,  implements  of  hu{bandry,  ftoves,  pots, 
and  other  houPaold  utenfils,  the  iron  work  of  fhipping,  anchors, 
bells,  &c.  The  other  manufadiircs  of  this  State  are  rum,  com,- 
fpirits,  chocolate,  paper,  wool  and  cotton,  cards,  &c.  befide  domeflic 
manufadlures  for  family  ufe,  which,  in  this,  in  common  with  the 
other  States,  amount  to  a  vafl  fum,  which  cannot  be  afcertained. 

RELIGION  AJS'D  CHARACTER. 

The  conftitution  of  this  State  admits  of  no  religious  eftablifiiments 
any  farther  than  depends  upon  the  voluntary  choice  of  individuals, 
ail  men  profcffing  to  Delieve  in  one  Supreme  Being,  are  equally  pro- 
tefted  by  the  laws,  and  no  particular  feft  can  claim  pre-eaiinence. 
This  unlimited  liberty  in  religion  is  one  principal  caufe  why  there 
is  fuch  a  variety  of  religious  feds  in  Rhode-Illand.  The  Baptifts  are 
the  moft  numerous  of  any  denomination  in  the  State;  thefe,  as  well 
as  the  other  Baptilb  in  New-England,  are  chiefly  -upon  theCalviniflic 
plan  as  to  doctrines,  and  independents  in  regard  to  church  govern- 
ment. There  are,  however,  fome  who  profefs  the  Arminian  tenets, 
others  oblerve  the  jewilli,  ur  Saturday  Sabbath,  from  a  pei)uafis)n 
that  it  was  one,of  the  tencommandmenti5,  which  they  plead  are  all  in 
their  nature  moral,  and  were  never  abrogated  in  the  New  TeHa- 
mcnt,  and  muft,  at  leajl,  be  deemed  of  equal  validity  for  public 
worfhip  as  any  day  particularly  fet  apart  by  Jefus  Chrift  and  his 
apofties.     Thefe  are  called  Sabbatarian,  or  Seventh-day  Eaptifts. 

The  other  religious  denominations  in  Rhode-Illand  are,  Congre- 
gationalifts,  Friends  or  Quakers,  Epifcopalians,  jNloravians,  and 
Jews.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  a  conliderable  number  of  the  people, 
who  can  be  reduced  to  no  particular  denomination,  making  no  ex- 
ternal proiellion  of  any  religion,  nor  attending  on  any  place  of  public 
worilu'p. 

In  many  towns  public  worfliip  is  much  neglected  by  the  greater 
part  of  the  Inhabitants  ;  they  pay  no  taxes  for  the  fupport  of  eccle- 
fiaflics  of  atiy  denomination  ;  and  a  peculiarity  whi.h  diftinguifhes 
this  State  from  every  other  Proteftant  countrj-  in  ths  known  world, 
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is,  that  no  contrad  formed  by  the  minifler  vvith  his  people,  for  his 
falary,  is  valid  in  law  ;  fo  that  minifters  are  dependent  wholly  on  the 
integrity  of  the  people  for  their  fupport,  fince  their  falaries  are  not 
recoverable.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  obferved,  that  minifters  ia. 
general  are  liberally  maintained,  and  none  who  merit  it  have  much 
reafon  to  complain  for  want  of  fupport. 

Throughout  the  whole  of  the  late  war  with  Great-Britain,  the  in- 
habitants of  this  State  maniftfted  a  patriotic  fpirit ;  their  troops  be- 
haved gallantly,  and  they  are  honoured  in  having  produced  the  fe- 
cond  general  in  the  field.* 

The  charafter  of  the  people  is,  however,  certainly  marked  with 
many  dark  fliades,  and  the  State,  in  many  inftances,  exhibits  a  me- 
lancholy proof  of  thofe  evils  which  ever  follow  a  relaxation  of  moral 
principles.  From  the  year  17 10  till  within  a  few  years  paft,  almofl 
a  condnual  fyftem  of  creating  a  capital  by  the  negociating  of  a 
paper  currency  has  been  purfued ;  the  fums  thus  created  were  far 
more  than  fuflicient  for  the  purpofes  of  commerce,  and  indeed,  in 
many  inftanres,  were  created  in  oppofition  to  the  wifhes  of  the  mer- 
cantile intereft,  for  the  purpofe  of  fupplying  the  State  with  money, 
and  filling  the  pockets  of  a  fet  of  venal  wretches,  without  fubjefting 
them  to  the  neceility  of  earning  of  it  by  tiieir  diligence,  fo  that  the 
hirtory  of  the  government  of  this  State  for  feventy  years  is  an  hiilory 
of  bale  peculation  by  means  of  a  faficr  money  currency^  which  was  fo 
contrived,  that  amongft  themfelves  it  came  otit  at  about  two  and  a  half 
per  cent,  interefl,  and  they  lent  it  to  the  neighbouring  colonies  at  ten 
per  cent,  as  bare-faced  a  cheat  as  ever  was  praftifed.  The  intereft  of 
thefe  public  iniquitous  frauds  went,  one  quarter  to  thefeveral  town- 
fliips  to  defray  their  charges,  the  other  three  qviarters  were  lodged 
in  the  treafury,  to  defray  the  charges  of  government.  Thele  mea- 
iures  have  deprived  the  State  of  great  numbers  of  its  worthy  and 
mofl  refpedable  inhabitants;  have  had  a  moft  pernicious  influence 
•upon  the  morals  of  the  people ;  deprived  the  widow  and  the  orphan 
of  their  juft  dues,  and  occalioned  a  ruinous  ilagnation  of  trade.  It 
is  hoped,  however,  that  an  eflicient  government  has  effectually  abo« 
liflied  this  iniquitous  fyftem,  and  that  the  confidence  loft  by  it  will 
be  ioon  recovered  by  a  fleady  and  rigid  attachment  to  an  integrity  of 
condu(!l:  in  all  their  future  concerns.  This,  we  have  reafon  to  be- 
lie, e,  will  be  the  cafe  ;  a  change  has  already  taken  place  much  for 
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tlic  better,  and  the  attention  now  paid  to  tlie  principles  of  the  rifing 
generations  in  the  ieats  of  learning  and  literature,  will,  no  doubt,  ex- 
tend its  beneficial  intliience  throughout  the  State. 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 
The  literature  of  this  State  is  confined  principally  to  the  towns  ot 
Newport  and  Providence.  There  are  men  of  learning  and  abilities 
Scattered  through  other  towns,  but  they  are  rare.  The  bulk  of  the 
inhabitants,  in  other  parts,  of  the  State,  are  involved  in  greater  igno- 
rance, perhaps,  than  in  moft  other  parts  of  New-England.  An  im- 
partial hiftory  of  their  tranfaftions  fince  the  peace  would  evince  the 
truth  of  the  above  obfervations. 

At  Providence  is  Rhode-Illand  college.     The   charter  for  found- 
ing this  feminary  of  learning  was  granted  by  the  general  aflcmbly  of 
the  State,  by  the  name  of  the  "  Truftees  and  Fellows  of  the  College 
or  Univerfity,  in  the  Englifli  colony  ot  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence 
Plantations,"*  in   1764,  in  confequence  of  the  petition  of  a  large 
number  of  the  moft  refpedlable  characters   in   the   State.     By  the 
charter,    the  corporation   of  the   college    confiHis  of   two    feparatc 
branches,    with    diHin^t,     feparate,    and  refpedive   powers.      The 
number  of  truftees   is    thirty- fix,    of  whom   twenty-two   are  Bap- 
tifts,  five  of  the  denomination  of  Friends,  five  Epifcopalians,  and 
four  Congregationalifts.     The  fame  proportion  of  the  diiferent  deno- 
minations to  continue  in  perpetuum.     The  number  of  fellows  (in- 
clufive  of  the  prefident,  who  is  a  fellow  e.x  ojiclo)  is  twelve,  of  whom 
eight  are  Baptifts,  the  others  chofcn  indifcriminately  from  any  deno- 
mination.    The  concurrence  of  both  branches,  by  a  majority  of 
each,  is  neceflary  for  the  validity  of  an  a£t,  except  adjudging  and 
conferring  degrees,  which  exclufively  belongs  to  the  fellowfliip  as  a 
learned  faculty.     The  prefident  muft  be  a  Baptift  :  profeffi)rs  and 
other  officers  of  inftru£tion  are  not  limited  to  any  particular  denomi- 
nation.    There  is  annually  a  general  meeting  of  the  corporation  on 
the  firft  Wednefdayin  September,  at  which  time  the- public  commence- 
ment is  held.    The  following  extracts  from  a  charge  delivered  to  the 
graduates  on  that  occafion  in  1791,  by  l^avid  Howtll,  Efq.  are  intro- 
duced here,  as  they  dlfcover  the  principles  inculcated  in  this  feminary, 
while  they  proclaim  the  benevolent  difpofition  of  thci;  author. 

*    This  name  to   be  altered  when  any  generous  bcncfaftor    arifes,   who   by   bis 
Sbetal  donatioa  Hinil  entitle  himfclf  to  the  honour  cf  ^^ivin^  the  colkgc  a.  n^mc. 

"  The 
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"  The  pittance  of  time  allotted  -o  a  collegiate  education,  can  fuf- 
fice  only  to  lay  the  foundation  of  learni-'g;  the  fuperllructure  muft  be 
reared  by  tlie  aifiduous  attention  of  a'ter  years. 

"  This  day  enlar!:ies  you  into  the  world.  Extenfive  fields  open  to 
your  view.  You  have  to  explore  the  fcenes,  and  to  make  an  elec- 
tion of  the  chara£ter  that  beft  pleafes  you  on  the  great  theatre  of 
life. 

"  Let  the  rights  of  man  ever  be  held  facred.  A  moment's  reflec- 
tion will  convince  you,  that  others'  rights  are  as  inviolable  as  your 
own  ;  and  a  fmali  degree  of  virtue  will  lead  you  to  refpeft  them. 
He  that  ferves  mankind  moft  fuccelsful;y,  aisd  with  the  beft  prin- 
ciples, ferves  his  Creator  mofl  acceptably.  Be  cautious  of  bandying 
inro  parties  ;  they  regard  neither  the  abilities  nor  virtues  of  men,  but 
only  their  fubferviency  to  prefent  purpofes ;  they  are  a  fnare  to  virtue 
and  a  inifchief  to  fociety.  With  this  caution  on  your  mind,  you 
will  never  revile  or  fpeak  evil  of  whole  feels,  clalTes,  or  focieties  of 
inen. 

*'  Forget  not  this  precious  motto  :  "  "Nihil  huntanjim  a  me  puto 
allenum."  Confider  every  one  in  huiTian  fliape  as  your  bi'other  j  and 
*'  let  charity  in  golden  ll?iks  of  love  conneB  you  niuith  the  irotherhtod  of 
man.'''*  Let  your  benevolence  be  broad  as  the  ocean  ;  your  candour 
brilliant  as  the  fun,  and  your  compaffion  and  humanity  extenlive 
^s  the  human  race." 

Thefe  fentiments  are  not  confined  to  Mr.  Howell,  the  charge  erf" 
Prefident  Maxey,  in  1793,  breathes  the  fame  fpirit  of  freedom  and 
philanthropy.  What  are  the  advantages  fociety  may  not  expeft, 
\i;hen  principles  like  thefe  are  imprefled  with  all  the  energetic  force 
of  precept  and  example,  on  the  minds  of  the  riting  generation  ? 

This  inrtitution  was  firfl  founded  at  Warren,  in  the  county  of 
Eriflol,  and  the  firll  commencement  held  there  in  1769. 

Jn  the  year  1770,  the  college  was  removed  to  Providence,  where  a 
large,  elegant  building  was  ereded  for  its  accommodation,  by  the 
generous  donations  of  individuals,  mollly  from  the  town  of  Provi- 
dence. It  is  fituated  on  a  hill  to  the  eafl  of  the  town  ;  and  while  its 
elevated  lituation  renders  it  delightful,  by  commanding  an  extenfivey 
vai legated  profpeft,  it  furnifties  it  with  a  puie,  ialubiious  air.  The 
edifice, is  of  brick,  four  llories  high,  one  hundred  and  fii'ty  feet  long, 
arid  forty-fix  wide,  with  a  prcjectiun  of  ten  feet  each  fide.  It  has  an 
entry  lengthwifc,  with  rooms  on  each  fide.     There  are  forty-eight 

room* 
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rooms  for  the  accommodation  of  ftudents,  and  eight  larger  ones  foe 
public  ufcs.     The  roof  is  covered  with  llate. 

From  December  1776,  to  June  1782,  the  college  edifice  was  ufcd 
by  the  French  and  American  troops  tor  an  hoipital  and  barracks,  fo 
that  the  courfe  of  educaci^n  was  interrupted  dui  ing  that  jieriod.  Mo 
degrees  were  conferred  from  1776  t)  1786.  From  17S6,  the  col- 
lege again  became  regular,  and  is  now  very  flounfliing,  containing 
upwards  of  fixty  ftudents. 

This  iiiftitution  is  under  the  inllniL'^ion  of  a  prefident,  a  profefibr 
of  divinity,  a  profdlbr  of  natural  and  experimental  philofophy,  a 
profefTor  of  mathematics  and  aflionomy,  a  profclior  of  natural  hif- 
tory,  and  three  tutors.  The  inllitution  has  a  library  of  between 
two  and  three  th  «uiand  volumes,  containing  a  valuable  philoiophical 
apparatus.  Nearly  all  the  funds  of  the  college  are  at  interefl:  in  the 
treafury  of  the  State,  and  amount  to  almofl  two  thoufaud 
pounds. 

At  Newport  there  is  a  flourifliing  academy,  iinder  the  direc- 
tion of  a  reiftor  and  tutors,  who  teach  the  learned  languages, 
Snglifli  grannmar,  geography,  &c. 

SOCIETIES  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  marine  fociety  was  eftablifhed  at  Newport  in  1752,  for  the 
p\irpofe  of  relieving  diftreffed  widows  and  orphans  of  maritime  bre- 
thren, and  fuch  of  their  fociety  as  may  need  affiftance. 

The  Providence  fociety  for  promoting  the  abolition  of  flavery,  for 
the  relief  of  perfons  unlawfully  held  in  bondage,  and  for  improving 
the  condition  of  the  African  race,  commenced  in  1789,  and  was  in- 
corporated the  year  following.  It  confifts  of  upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty  members,  part  of  whom  belong  to  the  State  of  Maf- 
fachufetts. 

The  aiTembly  of  this  State,  in  their  feffion  of  May,  1 792,  paffed  an 
aft  incorporating  three  companies,  for  the  purpofe  of  erefting  three 
bridges — one  over  the  upper,  and  another  over  the  lower  ferry  of 
Seekhonk  river,  and  a  third  over  Howland  ferry,  which  would  unite 
Rhode-lfland  with  Tiverton  on  the  main  ;  the  two  former  will 
greatly  accommodate  the  town  of  Providence — the  latter  mufi:  provq 
highly  advantageous  to  the  people  of  Newport  and  others  on 
Rhode-lfland.  To  fuch  wopks  of  utility  and  enterprize  every 
good  man  wiflies  fuccefs, 

CON- 
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CONSTITUTION. 

The  conflitution  of  this  State  is  founded  on  the  charter  granted  by 
Charles  II,  in  1663  ;  and  the  frame  of  government  was  not  eJfciitWtly 
altered  by  tlie  revolution.  The  legiflature  of  this  State  confifts  of 
two  branches — a  Senate  or  Upper  Houfe,  compofed  often  members, 
befides  the  governor  and  deputy-governor,  called,  in  the  charter, 
,ttJJifian:s — and  a  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives,  compofed  of  deputies 
from  the  feveral  towns.  The  members  of  the  legiflature  are  chofen 
twice  a  year  ;  and  there  are  two  feffions  of  this  body  annually,  viz. 
en  the  firft  Wednefday  in  May,  and  the  lail  Wednefday  in  Oc- 
tober. 

The  fupreme  executive  power  is  veflied  in  a  governor,  or,  in  his 
abfcnce,  in  the  deput3--governor,  who,  with  the  affiftants,  focretary, 
and  general  treafurer,  are  chofen  annually  in  May  by  the  fuffrages  of 
the  people.  The  governor  prefides  in  the  Upper  Houfe,  but  has 
only  a  fmgle  voice  in  enafting  laws. 

There  is  one  fupreme  judicial  court,  compofed  of  five  judges, 
whofe  jurifdidion  extends  over  the  whole  State,  and  who  holds  two 
courts  annually  in  each  county. 

In  each  county  there  is  an  inferior  court  of  common  pleas  and  ge- 
neral feffions  of  the  peace,  held  twice  a  year  for  the  trial  of  caufes, 
not  capital,  arifmg  within  the  county,  from  which  an  appeal  lies  to 
the  fupreme  court.  But  in  order  to  give  a  more  particular  view  of 
the  go\ernment  of  this  State,  we  fhall  infert  the  charter  itfelf  on 
which  it  is  founded. 

CHARTER. 

Chailes  the  Second,  by  the  grace  of  God,  S;c.  To  all  to 
whom  thefe  prefents  fliall  come  greeting :  Whereas  we  have  been 
informed  by  the  petition  of  our  trufly  and  well  beloved  fubjeclb,  John 
Clarke,  on  the  behalf  of  Benedia:  Arnold,  William  Brenton,  Wil- 
liam Codington,  Nicholas  Eaflon,  William  Bouillon,  John  Portei-, 
John  Smith,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Weekes,  Roger  Williams,  Tho- 
mas Oluey,  Giegory  Dexter,  John  Cogefliall,  Jofcph  Clarke,  Randall 
Houlden,  John  Greene,  John  Roomc,  Samuel  Wildbore,  William 
rield,  James  Barker,  Richard  Tew,  Thomas  Harris,  and  William 
Dyre,  and  the  reff  of  the  purchafers  and  free  inhabitants  of  our  ifland, 
called  Rhodc-Ifland,  and  the  reft  of  the  colony  of  Providence  Planta- 
tions^ 


OF    RHODE-ISLAND.  24.! 

ti6nS)  in  the  N.irraganfet  bay^  in  New-England,  in  America,  that 
they,  piirfuing  with  peace  and  loyal  minds  their  fober,  ferious, 
and  religious  intcntio..s,  of  godly  edifying  themfclves  and  one 
"another  in  the  hi-ly  Chrillian  faith  and  worfliip,  as  they  were 
perluaded,  together  with  the  gaining  over  and  converfion  or  the 
poor  ignor;mt  Indian  natives  in  thofe  parts  of  America,  to  the  fincere 
profellion  and  obedience  of  the  fame  f.iith  and  uorfhip,  did  not 
only  by  the  confcnt  and  good  encouragi-ment  of  our  royal  progeni- 
tors, tranfportthemfelvesoiu  of  this  kingdom  ofEngland  into  America; 
butalfo  fince  their  ad  ival  there,  after  their  firftfettlement  among  other 
our  fubjcfts  in  thole  parts,  for  the  avoiding  of  difcord  and  thofe 
many  evils  which  were  likely  to  enfue  upon  thofe  our  fubje<?ls  not 
being  able  to  bear  in  thofe  remote  parts  their  different  apprehenfions  iu 
religious  concernments ;  and  in  purfdance  of  the  af  ^refaid  ends  did 
once  again  leave  their  defirable  flations  and  habitations  and  with  ex- 
ceffive  labour  and  travail,  hazard  and  charge,  did  tranfplant  thcm- 
felves  into  the  midft  of  the  Indian  natives,  who,  as  we  are  informed, 
are  the  moft  potent  princes  and  people  of  all  that  country ;  where,  by 
the  good  providence  of  God  (from  whom  the  plantations  ha-  e  taken 
their  name)  upon  their  labour  and  indaftry,  they  have  not  only  been 
preferved  to  admiration,  but  have  increafed  and  profpered,  and  are 
feifed  and  poflefled,  by  purchaic  and  conlent  of  the  faid  natives, 
to  their  full  content,  of  fuch  land^,  iflands,  rivers,  harbours,  and 
roads,  as  are  very  convenient  both  for  plantations,  and  alfo  for 
building  of  fliips,  fupply  of  pipe-ftaves,  and  other  merchan- 
*Jife,  and  w  hich  lie  very  commodious  in  ma!iy  refpe(5ls  for  commerce, 
and  to  accommodate  our  fouthern  plantation;,  and  may  much  ad- 
vance the  trade  of  this  our  realm,  and  greatly  enlarge  the  territories 
thereof;  they  basing,  by  near  neighbourhood  to,  and  friendly  fo- 
ciety  with  the  great  body  of  the  Xarraganfet  Indians,  given  tntm  en- 
couragement of  their  own  accord,  to  lubjeft  themfclves,  th(ir  people, 
and  lands,  unto  us  ;  whereby,  as  is  hoped,  there  my,  in  tiir.e,  by 
the  bleffirg  of  God  upon  their  endeavours,  be  'aid  a  fure  foundation 
of  happinefs  to  all  Arr.erica.  And  whereas,  in  their  humble  ad- 
drefs,  they  have  freely  declared,  that  it  is  much  on  their  hearts  (if 
they  be  permitted)  to  hold  forth  a  lively  experiment,  that  a  mott 
flourlfliing  civil  ftate  may  ftand,  and  bed  be  maintained,  and  that 
among  our  Englifh  fubjeffs,  with  a  full  liberty  in  religious  concera- 
ments  ;  and  that  true  piety,  rightly  grounded  upon  gofpel  prin- 
ciples, will  give  th«  bell  and  greateft  fecurity  to  fovercignty,  and 
will  lay  in  the  hearts  of  men  the  llrongcft  obiigations  to  true  loy- 
VoL.II.  li  alty; 
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alty :    now,    know  ye,    that  we  being  willing  to   encourage  the 
hopeful   undertaking  of  our  laid  loyal   and   loving  fubjeifts,    an^ 
t6  feCure  them  in   th^   free  excrciie  and  enjoyment  of  all  their  civil 
and  religious  righrs  appertaining  to  ihem,  as  our  loving  fubjeds;  and 
to  preferve  unto  them  tha£   liberty   in  the  true  Chriilian  faith  and 
wcrfliip  of  God  v/hich  they  have  fought  with  fo  nauch  travail,  and 
with  peaceable  minds  and  Ic-yal  fabjedion  to  our  royal  progenitors  and 
©urfelves  to  enjoy  ;  and  bccanfe  fooie  of  the  people  and  inhabitants  of 
the  fame  colony  cannot,  in  their  privats  opinion,  conform  lo  the 
public  exercife  of  relrgion  according  to  the  liturgy,  form,  and  cere- 
monies of  the  Church  of  England,  or  take  or  fubfcribe  the  oaths  and 
articles  made  and  eftablifhe  1  in  that  behalf;  and  For  that  the  fame,  by 
reafon  of  the  remote  difrances  of  thofe  place.?,  will,  as  we  hope,  be 
no   breach  of  the  unity  and  uniformity  efvabliflied  in  this  nation, 
have  therefore  thought  fit,  and  do  hereby  publifli,  grant,  ordain,  and 
declare,  that  our  royal  will  and  pieafure  is,  that  no  perfon  within  the 
faid  colony,  at  any  time  hereafter,  fliall  beany  wife  molefted,  pu- 
nifhed,  difquieted,  or  called  in  queftion,  for  any  difterences  in  opinion 
in  matters  of  religion,  who  do  not  acLually  difturb  the  civil  peace  of 
our  fiid  colony;  but  that  ali  and  every  perfon  and  perlbns  may,  fromi 
time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  freely  and  fully  have  and  en- 
joy his  and  their  own  judgments  and  coniciences,  in  matters  of  re- 
ligious concerument,  throughout  the    trad  of  land  hereafter  merv- 
ti.oned,  they  behaving  themfelves  peaceably  and  quietly,  and  not  ufin»^ 
this  liberty  to  licentioufnefs  and  profancnefs,  -nor  to  the  civil  injury  or 
outward  diflurbanre  of  others,  any  law,  fiatute,  or  claufe  therein  con- 
tained, or  lo  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuftomof  this  realm,  to  the  con- 
trary hereof,  in  any  v.iie  notwirhftanding.     And  that  they  may  be  in 
the  better  capaciiy  to  defend  thenifelves  in  their  jnil  rights  and  liber- 
lie?,  againft  all  the  enemies  of  the  Chriftian  f'tith,  and  others,  in  all  I'e- 
fpects,  we  have  farther  thought  fit,  and  at  the  humble  petition  ofths 
pcrlons  atbrefaid,  are   gracioufly  pleafed  to  declare,  that  they  flial!" 
have  and  enjoy  the  beneiii  of  our  late  ad  of  indemnity,  and  free  par- 
tl-on,  as  the  reft  of  our  fubjeds   in  other  oar  dor^iinions  and  territo- 
ries have  ;  and  to  create  and  make  them   a  body  politic  or  corporate, 
with   the-  powers  or  privileges  herein  after-mentioned.     And  accor- 
dingly, our  wvll  and  pieafure  is,  atid  of  our  efpecial  grace,  certairr. 
knovvled'ge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  ordained,  conftituted,  and 
declared,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  do' 
•rdsin,  conftitute,  and  declare,  that  they  the  faid  William  Brenton, 

William 
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^Vil'iam  Coddlngton,  Nicholas  Eafton,  Benedid  Arnold,  William 
BouUton,  John  Porter,  Samuel  Gorton,  John  Smith,  John  Wceke? , 
Roger  Williams,  Thomas  Olney,  Gregory  Dexter,  John  Cogcfliall, 
Jofcph  Clarke,  Randall  Houldcn,  John  Greene,  John  Roome,  Wil- 
liam I>yre,  Samuel  Wiklborc,  Richard  Tew,  William  Field,  Tho- 
mas Harris,  James  Barker, Rainlborrow, Williams, 

and  John  Nixon,  and  all  fuch  others  as  are  now,  or  hereafter  fliall 
be  admitted,  free  "of  the  company  and  fociety  of  our  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantations,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay,  in  New-England,  fliall 
be,  from  time  to  rime,  and  forever  hereaTter,  a  body  corporate  and 
politic,  in  hA  and  name,  by  the  name  of  the  governor  and  company  of 
the  Englifli  coloiiy  of  Rhode-Iiland  and  Providence  Plantations,  iti 
New-England,  in  America ;  and  that  by  the  fame  name,  they  and 
their  fuccelfors  fli.ill  and  may  have  perpeturd  fucceffion,  and  fliall 
and'mny  be  j>erfons  able  and  capable  in  the  law  to  lue  and  be  facd,  to 
plead  and  be  impleaded,  to  anfwer  and  to  be  anfvvered  unto,  to  defend, 
and  to  be  defended,  in  all  and  fingular  fuits,  caules,  quarrels,  mat- 
ters, anions,  and  things,   of  \vhat  kind  or  nature  foever  ;  and  alfo  to 
have,  take,  i)o(refs,  acquire,  and  purchafe  lands,  tenements,  or  heredi- 
taments, or  any  goods  or  chattels,  and  the  fame  to  leafc,  grant,  de- 
mife,  alien,  bargain,  fell,  and  difpofe  of,  at  their  own  will  and  plea- 
fure,  as  other  our  liege  people  of  this  our  realm  of  England,  or  any 
corporation  or  body  politic  within  the   fame,  may  lawfully  do :  and 
further,  that  they  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fuccef- 
fors,    fliall  and  may,  for  ever  hereafter,    have  a  common  feal,  to 
ferve  and  ufe  for  all  matters,  caufcs,  things,  and  affairs  whatfoever, 
of  them   and   their  fuccefl'crs,  and   the  fame  feal  to  alter,  change, 
break,  and  make   new  from  time  to  time,    at  their  will  and  plea-f 
fiire,  as  they  fhall  think  fit.     And  further,  we  \vill  and  ordain,  and 
by  thefc  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do   declare  and 
appoint,  that  for  the  better  ordering  and  managing  of  the  atiairs  and 
"bufinefs  of  the  faid  coiTipany  and  their  fiicceffors,  there  ihall  be  one 
governor,  one  deputy-governor,  and  ten  afhflants,  to  be  from   time 
to  time  conftituted,  eleded,  and  chofen  out  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
company  for  the  time  being,  in  fuch  manner  and  form  as  is  hereafter 
in  thefe  prefents  exprefTed  ;  which  faid  officers  fliall  applv  their.felvc# 
to  take  care  for  the  beit  difpoling  and  ordering  of  the  genera!  bufinefs 
and  affairsof  and  concerning  the  lands  and  hereditaments  hereinafter 
mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  the  plantation  thereof,  and  the  go- 
vernment of  the  people  there.     And  for  the  better  «xecutionof  our 

1  i  z  roy;<l 
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royal  pleafiire  herein,  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  aiTign, 
naii.e,  onflitute  and  appoint,  the  afortlaid  BKnedidt  Arnold  to  be 
the  fiift  aad  prefent  gove; nor  of  the  faid  company,  and  the  faid  WiU 
liam  lirpnton  to  be  the  depyty-gQvernor,  and  the  faid  Willinm 
Bouillon,  Jo'-n  Porter,  P.ogfr\V:lli.in-is,  Thomas  Olney,  John  Smith, 
John  Greene,  John  C'lgcutall,  Jameg'  Barker,  William  Field,  and 
Jofej  h  Clarke,  to  he  the  tea  pr;.^fcnt  affiltants  of  the  fdid  company,  to 
contihne  in  the  laid  feveral  offices  reipeclivelvjttntii  the  firO:  Wednefday 
which  fliall  be  in  the  month  of  May  now  next  coming.  And  further, 
we  wil',  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  do  or- 
dain and  grant,  that  the  governor  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time 
being,  or  in  his  abfence,  by  occafion  of  ficknefs  or  otherwife,  by  his 
leave  or  permiffion  the  deputy-governor  for  the  time  being,  fhall  and 
may,  from  time  to  time,  upon  all  occafion:^,  give  order  for  the  aflern- 
bliiig  of  the  faid  company,  and  calling  them  together,  to  confult  and 
adviie  of  the  bulinefs  and  affairs  of  the  laid  company  ;  and  that  for 
ever  hereafter,  twice  in  every  year,  that  is  to  fay,  on  every  firilWed- 
nefday  in  the  month  of  Mjiv,  and  on  every  la(t  VVednefday  in  Odober, 
or  oftener,  in  csi'tt  it  fhall  be  requilite,  the  aiTiHants,  and  fuch  of  the 
freemen  of  the  faid  company,  not  exceeding  fix  perfons  from  New- 
port, four  perfons  for  e.ich  of  the  refpeftive  towns  of  ProviJence, 
Poithiiouih,  and  Warwick,  and  two  perfons  for  each  other  place, 
town  or  city,  who  fnali  be  from  time  to  time  thereunto  elefted  or  de- 
puted by  the  major  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  refpedive  towns  or 
places  for  which  they  fliall  be  fo  eletted  or  deputed,  fhall  have  a  ge- 
neral meeting  or  aifembly,  then  and  there  to  confult,  advife  and 
determine,  in  and  about  the  affairs  and  buOnefs  of  the  faid  company 
gnd  plaptotions.  And  further,  v,e  do,  of  our  efpecial  grace,  cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  g;ve  and  grant  unto  the  faid  go- 
vernor and  company  of  the  Englifn  co'ony  of  Rhocle-lfljnd  and 
Providence  Plantations,  in  New  -England,  in  America,  and  their 
fuccefTors.  ;hat  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence,  or  by  his  permiffion, 
the  deputy-governor  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  tl  e  af- 
fillants,  and  fuch  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid  compiny  ?s  Uudl  be  fo 
aforefaid  eleded  or  deputed,  or  (o.  many  of  them  as  fli.ill  be  prefent 
nat  fuch  meetir.g  or  afllmbly  as  a'orclatd,  fliall  be  ca'.led  the  Ge- 
neral AlTcmbly  ;  and  that  they,  or  the  greatefl  part  of  them  thea 
prefent,  whereof  the  governc  r,  or  deputy-governor,  and  fix  of  the 
affiftants  at  leufl,  to  be  fevcn,  Ih..!  have,  and  have  hereby  given  and 
grauttd.  unto  them  full  power  and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and 
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at  all  times  hereafter,  to  appoint,  alter,  and  change  fuch  day?,  times 
and  places  of  meeting,  and  General  AlVomMy,  as  they  ilinll  think  fit  ; 
and  tochufe,  nominare,  and  ap;)oint  fuch  r.nd  fo  many  perfons  as  they 
Ihall  think  fit,  and  Ihiil  be  willing  to  accep:  the  fime,  to  be  free  of 
the  faid  company  and  body  politic,  and  ihe  ii  'nto  the  ta  :  t  toadruit; 
and  to  cleft  and  conliitute  fuch  offices  a-  d  ofli.  ers,  and  to  gra  it  inch 
needful  commiflions  u«  thty  fliall  think  fit  anLireqnifitt,  fur  Oidering^ 
managing,  and  difpati  hmg  of  the  affairs  of  the  faid  governor  and 
company,  and  their  fuccefTjis;  and  from  time  to  time,  to  make, 
ordain,  conflitute,  or  repeal.  Inch  laws,  ftarutcs,  orders  and  ordi- 
nances, forms  and  ceremonies  of  governiient  and  magilfracy,  as 
to  them  fliall  fcem  meet,  for  the  good  an.  we  fare  of  the  faid  com- 
pany, and  for  the  government  and  or  lering  of  the  lands  and  heredita- 
ments herein  after-mentioned  to  be  granted,  and  of  the  people  that  do, 
or  at  any  time  hereafter  fliall  inhabit,  or  be  within  the  fame  ;  fo 
as  fuch  laws,  ordinances,  and  conftitutions  fo  made,  be  not  contrary 
and  repugnant  iinto,  but  as  near  us  may  be,  agreeable  to  rhe  laug  of 
this  our  realm  of  England,  confidering  the  nature  and  conftiturion  of 
the  place  and  people  there  ;  and  alfo  to  appoint,  order,  and  diretl, 
ereft  and  fettle  fuch  places  anc!  courts  of  jurifdidion,  for  hearing  and 
determining  of  all  actions,  cafes,  matters,  and  things,  happening 
within  the  faid  colony  and  plantation,  and  which  fliall  be  in  difpute, 
and  depending  there,  as  they  fliall  think  fit ;  and  alio  to  diftinguifh 
and  fet  forth  the  feveral  names  and  titles,  duties,  powers  and  limits, 
of  each  court,  office  and  ofKccr,  fuperior  and  inferior;  and  alfo  to 
contrive  and  appoint  fuch  forms  of  oaths  and  atteftntions,  not  repug- 
nant, but  as  near  as  inay  be  agreeable,  as  aforefaid,  to  the  bws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  our  realm,  as  are  convenient  and  requifite,  with  re- 
fpefttothe  due  adminiflraiion  of  juflice,  and  due  execution  and  dif- 
charge  of  all  oflices  and  places  of  trult,  by  the  perfons  that  fliall  be 
therein  concerned ;  and  alfo  to  regulate  and  order  the  way  and  man- 
ner of  all  elections  to  oftices  and  places  of  truff,  and  to  prefcribe, 
limit  and  diflinguifh  the  number  and  bounds  of  all  places,  towns  and 
cities,  within  the  limits  and  bounds  herein  after  mentioned, 
and  not  herein  pirticularly  nimed,  who  have,  or  fhall  have  the 
power  of  elefting  and  fending  of  freemen  to  the  faid  General  AfTem- 
bly  ;  and  alio  10  order,  dire£t,  and  author ife  the  impofing  of  lawful 
and  reafonable  fines,  mulcts,  imprifonments,  and  executing  other 
punifliments,  pecimiary  and  corporal,  upon  offenders  and  delin- 
quents, according  to  the  courfe  of  othsr  corporations  within 
'"    .'  this 
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this  our  kingdom  of  England  :  and  again,  to  alter,  revoke,  annul  or  * 
pardon,  under  their  common  feal,  or  othervviie,  fuch  fines,  mulfts, 
imprifonments,  fentences,  judgments  and  condemnations,  as  ihall  be 
thought  fit ;  and  to  dire£l,  rule,  order,  and  difpofe  all  other  matters 
and  things,  and  particularly  that  which  relates  to  the  making  of  pur- 
chafes  of  the  native  Indians,  as  to  them  fliall  feera  meet ;  whereby 
our  faid  people  and  inhabitants  in  the  faid  plantations  may  be  fo 
religioufly,  peaceably,  and  civilly  governed,  as  that  by  their  good  life 
and  orderly  converration  they  may  win  and  invite  the  native  Indians 
of  the  country  ro  the  knowledge  and  obedience  of  the  only  true  God 
and  Saviour  of  mankind;  willing,  commanding,  and  requiring,  and 
hy  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors,  ordaining  and  ap« 
pointing,  that,all  fuch  laws,  ftatutes,  orders,  and  ordinances,  inftruc- 
tions,  impofitions,  and  dire6\ions,  as  fhall  be  lb  made  by  the  governor, 
deputy,  afliilants,  and  freemen,  or  fuch  number  of  them  as  aforefaid, 
and  publjflied  in  writing  under  their  common  feal,  fhall  be  carefully 
and  duly  obferyed,  kept,  performed,  and  put  in  execution,  ac- 
cording to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  the  f^me.  And  thefe  our 
letters  patent,  or  the  duplicate  or  exemplification  thereof,  flvall 
be  to  all  and  every  fuch  officers,  fuperior  or  inferior,  from  time  to 
time,  for  the  putting  of  the  fame  orders,  laws,  flatutes,  ordinances, 
inftruiflions,  and  direftions,  in  dae  execution  againft  us,  our  heirs 
and  fuccefibrs,  a  fufiicient  warrant  and  difcharge.  And  further,  our 
will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccef- 
fors,  efrablilhand  ordain,  that  yearly,  once  in  the  year  for  ever  here-. 
after,  namely,  the  albrefaidWednefday  in  May,  and  at  the  town  of 
Newport  or  elfewhcre,  if  urgent  occafion  do  require,  the  governor, 
deputy-governor,  and  afiiflants  of  thefaidcomjjany,  and  other  officers 
ef  the  faid  company,  or  fuch  of  them  as  the  General  Aifcmbly  fliall 
think  fit,  fhall  be  in  the  faid  General  Court  or  AH'ombly,  to  be  held 
from  that  day  or  time,  newly  chofen  for  the  year  enfuing,  by  the 
greater  part  of  the  faid  company  for  the  time  being,  as  fliall  be  then  and 
there  prefcnt.  And  if  it  fhall  happen  that  the  prefent  governor, 
deputy-governor,  and  aififiants,  by  thefe  prefents  appointed,  or  any 
.fuch  as  fliall  hereafter  be  nev;Iy  chofen  into  their  rooms,  or  any  of 
them,  or  any  other  the  officers  of  the  faid  company,  fhall  die,  or  be 
removed  from  hie  or  their  feveral  offices  or  places  before  the  faid 
general  day  of  election  (whom  we  do  hereby  declare  for  any  mifie- 
jneanor  or  default  to  be  removeable  by  the  governor,  affiftants,  and 
company,  or  iiich  greater  part  of  them,  in  any  of  the  faid  public 

a  courts 


OF  Hhode-tsland.  247 

courts  to  be  aiTembled  as  aforefaid)  that  then,  and  in  every  fuch 
cafe,  it  ftiall  and  may  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  faid  governor,  deputy- 
governor,  afliftants,  and  company  aforefaid,  or  fuch  greater  part  of 
ihem  fo  to  be  aflTembled,   as  is  aforefaid,  in  any  of  their  aifoaibHes, 
to  proceed  to  a  new  eledion  of  one  or  more  of  their  company,  io 
the  room  or  place,  rooms  or  places,  of  fuch  officer  or  officers  fo 
dying  or  removed,  according  to  their  direftions.     And  immediately 
■upon  and  after  fuch  eledion  or  eleftions  made  of  fuch  governor,  de- 
puty-governor,   affiflant   or   affiftants,    or  any  other  officer  of  the 
faid  company,  in  manner  and  form  aforefaid,  the  authority,  office, 
and   power    before   given   to  the  former  governor,  deputy-gover- 
nor,   and   other    officer   and    officers  fo  removed,   in  whofe  {lead 
and  place  new  fliall  be  chofen,  fnall,  as  to  him  and  them,  and  every 
of  them  refpe<ftively,  ceafe  and  determine:   Provided  aUvays,  and 
€ur  will  and  plcafure  is,  That  as  well  fuch  as  are  by  thefe  prefenTs 
appointed  to  be  the  prefent  governor,  deputy-governor,  and  affiftaats 
of  the  faid  company,  as  thofe  which  fliall  lucceed  them,  and  all  other 
officers  to  be  appointed  and  chofen  as  aforefaid,  ffiall,  before  the  un- 
dertaking the  execution   of  the  faid  offices  and  places  refpeftively, 
give  their  folemn  engagement,  by  oath  or  othei  wife,  for  the  due  an  J 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties  in  their  kveral  oSices  and  places, 
btfore  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  by  thefe  pfcfents  her-eafrer  ap- 
pointed to   take  and  receive  the  lame  ;   that  is  to  fay,  the  faid  Bene- 
d\A  Arnold,  who  is  herein  before  nominated  and  appointed  the  pre- 
fent governor  of  the  faid  company,-  (hall  give  the  aforei'aid  engage- 
ment before  William   Brenton,  or  any  two  of  the  fuid  affiftants  of 
the  faid  Company,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents,  give  full 
power  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  the  fame;  and  the  fa^d 
William  Brenton,  who  is  hereby  before-nominated  and  appointed 
the  prefent  deputy-governor  of  the  faid  company,   fliall  give  the 
aforefaid  engagement  before  the  faid  Benedict  Arnold,  or  any  two 
of  the  affiftants  of  the  faid  company,  unto  whom  we  do,  by  thefe 
prefents,  give  fidl  power  and  authority  to  require  and  receive  the 
fame:   and  the  faid  William  Bouillon,  John  Porter,  Roger  Williams, 
Thomas  Olncy,  John  Smith,  John  Green,  John  Cogeilial!,  Jamea 
Baiker,   William  Field,  and  Jofcph  Clarke,  who  are  herein  before 
nominated  and  appointed  the  prefent  affiftants  of  the  company,  flialt 
give  the  faid  engagement  to  their  offices  and  places  refpeftively  be- 
longing, before  the  faid  Bcncdii^  Arnold  and  William  Brenton,  or 
oae  of  them,  to  whom  refpcelivcly  v/e  do  hereby  givi;  full  power 
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and  authority  to  require,  cdminifter,  or  receive  the  fame.  And  farthef> 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  thar  all  ;'nd  every  (^ther  future  governor,  ot 
deputy-governor,  to  be  elected  and  chofeii  by  virtue  of  thefe  prefents^ 
iliali  give  the  faid  engigerrent  before  two  or  more  of  the  faid  affift- 
,^nts  of  the  faiJ  company  for  the  time  being,  unto  whom  we  do,  by 
thefe  prefer-ts,  give  full  power  and  auttiority  to  require,  adminifter, 
or  receive  the  fame  ;  and  the  faid  affiftants,  and  every  of  them,  and 
all  and  every  other  officer  or  officers,  to  be,  hereafter  e'efted  and 
chofeii  by  virtue  of  thefe  prcfeuts,  from  time  to  time,  flia'l  give  the 
like  engagements  to  their  offices  and  places  refpe6tively  belonging, 
before  the  governor  or  deputy -governor  for  the  time  being ;  unto 
■whi(  h  laid  governor  or  deputy-governor  we  do,  by  thefe  prefents, 
give  full  power  and  authority  to  require,  adminifter,  or  receive  the 
fame  accordingly.  And  we  do  likcwife  for  us,  our  heirs,  and  fuc- 
cefTors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceffors,  by  thefe  prefents,  that  for  the  more  peaceable  and 
orderly  government  of  the  faid  plantations,  it  fiiall  and  may  be  law- 
ful for  the  governor,  deputy-governor,  aiiiftants,  and  ali  other  of- 
ficers and  mi  [lifters  of  the  faid  company,  in  the  admlniftration  of 
juftice  and  exercile  of  governn  cnt  in  the  faid  plantatioirs,  to  ufe, 
exercife,  and  put  in  execution,  fuch  methods,  rules,  orders,  and  di- 
reftions,  not  being  contrary  and  repugnant  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  our  realm,  as  have  been  heretofore  given,  ufed,  and  accuf- 
tomed  in  fuch  eafes  refpe6tively,  to  be  put  in  practice,  until  at  the 
next  or  fome  other  general  afferably,  efpecial  provilion  Ihall  be  made 
in  the  cafes  aforefaid.  And  we  do  farther,  for  us,  our  heirs  and 
fucceffors,  give  and  grant  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and 
their  fucceffors,  by  thtfe  prefente,  that  it  ihall  and  niay  be  lawful  td 
and  for  the  faid  governor,  or,  in  his  abfcnce,  the  deputy-governor 
and  major  part  of  the  faid  affiftants  for  the  time  being,  at  any  time 
when  the  laid  general  Aflembly  is  not  fitting,  to  nominate,  appoinS, 
and  conflitute  fucli  and  lb  many  commanders,  governors,  and  mili- 
tary ntlicerp,  as  to  them  fliall  feem  requifite,  for  the  leading,  con- 
ducing, and  training  up  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  plantations  in 
martial  affairs,  and  for  the  defence  and  fa-leguard  of  the  faid  planta- 
tions ;  and  that  it  Ihall  and  mny  be  lawful  to  and  for  all  and  every 
fuch  comir.at'der,  governor,  and  ni;;irary  officer,  that  fiiall  be  fo  as 
aforeiaid,  or  l.iy  tlie  govtrnor,  or  in  his  abfl-nce  the  deputy-governor 
and  i;x  of  the  affiftants,  an-i  major  part  of  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
eampar.y  prckiit  at  any  general  aU'embiies,  nominated,  a])pointed, 
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aTid  conftitutcd,  according  to  the  tenor  of  his  and  their  refpcftive 
commiffions  and  diredions,  to  airomble,  exercife  in  arms,  marHial, 
array,  and  put  in  warlike  pollure,  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  colony, 
for  their  efpeclal  defence  and  fafety  ;  and  to  lead  and  conduft  the 
faid  inhabitants,  and  to  encounter,  repulfe,  and  rcfift  by  force  of 
arms,  as  well  by  fca  as  by  land,  to  kill,  flay,  and  deflroy,  by  all 
fitting  ways,  enterprifes,  and  means  whatfocver,  all  and  every  fuch 
perfon  or  perfons  as  fliall  at  any  time  hereafter  attempt  or  enter- 
prife  the  deftruftion,  invafion,  detriment,  or  annoyance  of  the  fai4 
inhabitants  or  plantations ;  and  to  life  and  exercife  the  law  martial  in 
fuch  cafes  only  as  occafion  fliall  necefl'arily  require ;  and  to  take  and 
furprife,  by  all  ways  and  means  whatfoever,  all  and  every  fuch  per- 
fon and  perfons,  with  their  fhip  or  fliips,  armour,  ammunitiou,  or 
other  goods  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  in  hoflile  manner  invade  or  at- 
tempt the  deleating  of  the  faid  plantation,  or  the  hurt  of  the  faid 
company  and  inh:^hitants  ;  and  upon  juft  caufes  to  invade  and  de- 
flroy the  natives,  Indians,  or  other  enemies  of  the  faid  colony,  Ne- 
verthelefs,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  to  rhe 
reft  of  our  colonies  in  Neu-England,  that  it  (hall  not  be  lawful  for 
this  our  faid  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantations,  ia 
New-Engb.nd,  in  America,  to  invade  the  natives  inhabiting  within  the 
bounds  and  limits  cf  their  faid  colonies,  without  the  knowledge  and 
confent  of  the  faid  other  colonies.  And  it  is  hereby  declared,  that  it 
fliall  not  be  lawful  to  or  for  the  refi  of  the  colonies  to  invade  or 
molellthe  native  Indian^,  or  any  other  inhabitants,  inhabiting  withia 
the  bounds  or  limits  hereafter  mentioned  (they  having  iubje£ted 
themfelves  unto  us,  and  being  l^y  us  taken  into  our  fpecial  protedion) 
without  the  knowledge  and  confent  of  the  governor  and  company 
of  our  colony  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation.  Alfo 
our  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we  do  hereby  declare  unto  all  Chriftian 
Kings,  Princes,  and  States,  that  if  any  perfon,  which  fliall  hereafter 
be  of  the  faid  company  or  plantation,  or  any  other  by  appointment 
of  the  faid  governor  and  company  for  the  time  being,  fhall  at  any 
time  or  times  hereafter  rob  or  fpoil,  by  fea  or  land,  or  do  any  hurt, 
or  unlawful  hoftillty,  to  any  of  the  fubjeds  of  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccefTors,  or  to  any  of  the  fiibjedts  of  any  Prince  or  State  being 
then  in  league  with  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors  ;  upon  complaint  of 
fuch  injury  done  to  any  fuch  Prince  or  State,  or  their  fubjcds, 
we,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  will  make  open  proclamation,  within 
any  parts  of  our  realms  of  England  fij  for  that  purpofe,  that  the 
Vol.  II.  K  k  perion 
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perfon  or  perfons  committing  any  fuch  robbery  or  fpoil  {hall,  withla 
the  time  limited  by  I'uch  proclamation,  make  full  refiitution  or  fatis- 
faftion  of  all  fuch  injuries  done  or  committed,  fo  as  the  faid  prince, 
or  others  fo  complaining,  may  be  fully  fatistied  and  contented  ;  and 
if  the  faid  perfon  or  perfons  who  fl:iall  commit  any  fuch  robbery  or 
fpoil,  fhall  not  make  fatisfaftion  accordingly,  within  fuch  time  fo  to 
be  limited,  that  then  we,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  will  put  fuch  per- 
fon or  perfons  out  of  our  allegiance  and  proteftion  ;  and  that  then  it 
lliall  and  may  be  lawful  and  free  for  all  princes,  or  others,  to  pro- 
fecute  with  hoftility  fuch  offenders,  and  every  of  them,  their  and 
every  of  their  procurers,  aiders,  abettors,  and  counfellors,  in  that 
behalf.  Provided  alfo,  and  our  exprefs  will  and  pleafure  is,  and  we 
do  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceffors,  ordain  and 
appoint,  that  thefe  prefents  fhall  not  in  any  manner  hinder  any  of 
our. loving  fubjecls  vyhatfoever  from  ufing  and  exercifing  the  trade 
of  filling  upon  the  coaft  of  New-England,  in  America,  but  that 
the)-,  and  every  or  any  of  them,  lliall  have  full  and  free  power  and 
liberty  to  continue  and  ufe  the  trade  of  iifhing  upon  the  faid  coaft, 
in  any  of  the  feas  thereunto  adjoining,  or  any  arms  of  the  fea,  or 
fait  water,  rivers  and  creeks,  where  they  have  been  accuftomed  to 
lifli,  and  to  build  and  fet  upon  the  wafte  land  belonging  to  the  faid 
colony  and  plantations  fuch  wharfs,  ftages,  and  workhoufes,  as  fhall 
be  necelTary  for  the  faking,  drying,  and  keeping  of  their  fifli  to  be 
taken  or  gotten  upon  that  coaft.  And  farther,  for  the  encourage- 
ment of  the  inhabitants  of  our  faid  colony  of  Providence  Plantation 
to  fet  upon  the  bufinefs  of  taking  whales,  it  fliall  be  lawful  for  them, 
or  any  of  them,  having  ftruck  a  whale,  dubertus,  or  other  great 
filh,  it  or  them  to  purfue  uiho  that  coaft,  and  into  any  bay,  river, 
cove,  creek  or  fhore,  belonging  thereto,  and  it  or  them,  upon 
the  faid  coaft,  or  in  the  faid  bay,  river,  cove,  creek,  or  fliore 
belonging  thereto,  to  kill  and  order  for  the  beft  advantage,  with- 
out molfcftation,  they  making  no  wilful  wafte  or  fpoil  ;  any 
thing  in  thele  prelents  contained,  or  any  other  matter  or  thing 
to  the  com.rary  notvvithft;inding.  And  farther  alfo,  we  are  gra- 
cioully  pleaftd,  and  do  hereby  declare,  that  if  any  of  the  inhabi- 
tan  s  of  our  faid  colony  do  fet  upon  the  planting  of  vineyards, 
(tlie  loil  and  clin.ate  both  feeming  naturally  to  concur  to  the  pro- 
dudion  of  wines)  or  be  induftrious  in  the  difcovcry  of  fifliing- 
baiiks,  in  or  about  the  faid  colony,  we  will,  from  time  to  time,  give 
ti.nd  allow  all  due  and  fitting  eacoin-agement  therein,  as  to  others  in 
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Cafes  of  like  nature.  And  farther,  of  our  more  ample  wrace,  cer- 
tain knowledge,  and  mere  motion,  we  have  given  and  granted,  and 
by  thefe  prefents,  for  lis,  our  heirs  and  fuccclTors,  do  give  and 
grant,  "unto  the  faid  governor  and  company  of  the  EngliOi  colony 
of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Providence  Plantation,  in  the  Narraganfet  bay, 
in  New-England,  in  America,  and  to  every  inhabitant  there,  and  to 
fevery  perfon  and  perfons  trading  thither,  and  to  every  fuch  perfon 
or  perfons  as  are  or  fliall  be  free  of  the  faid  colony,  full  power 
and  authority,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hereafter,  to  take, 
fhip,  tranfport,  and  carry  away,  out  of  any  of  our  realms  and  do- 
minions, for  and  towards  the  plantation  and  defence  of  the  faid  co- 
lony, fuch  and  fo  many  of  our  loving  fubjedts  and  ftrangers,  as  fliall 
or  will  willingly  accompany  them  in  and  to  their  faid  colony  and 
plantation,  except  fuch  perfon  or  perfons  as  are  or  fliall  be  therein 
reflrained  by  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors,  or  any  law  or  ftatute  of 
this  realm  ;  and  alfo  to  fiiip  and  tranfport  all  and  all  manner  of  goods, 
chattels,  merchandize,  and  other  things  whatfoever,  that  are  or  fliall 
be  ufeful  or  neceflary  for  the  faid  plantations,  and  defence  thereof, 
and  ufually  tranfported,  and  not  prohibited  by  any  law  or  fliatute  of 
this  our  realm  ;  yielding  and  paying  unto  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccelTors, 
fuch  the  duties,  cuftoms  and  fubfidies,  as  are  or  ought  to  be  paid 
or  payable  for  the  fame.  And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is, 
and  we  do,  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  ordain,  declare  and 
grant,  unto  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs, 
that  all  and  every  the  fubjefls  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fuccefTors, 
which  are  already  planted  and  fettled  within  our  faid  colony  of  Pro- 
vidence Plantation,  or  which  fliall  hereafter  go  to  inhabit  within  the 
faid  colony,  and  all  and  every  of  their  children  which  have  been 
born  there,  or  which  fliall  happen  hereafter  to  be  born  there,  or  on 
the  fea  going  thither  or  returning  from  thence,  fliall  have  and  enjoy 
all  liberties  and  immunities  of  free  and  natural  fubjefts,  within  any 
the  dominions  of  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceflbrs,  to  all  intents,  con- 
ftruftions,  and  purpofes  whatfoever,  as  if  they  and  every  of  them 
were  born  within  the  realm  of  England.  And  farther  know  ye,  that 
we,  of  our  more  abundant  grace,  certain  knowledge,  and  mere  mo- 
tion, have  given,  granted  and  confirmed,  and  by  thefe  prefents,  for  us, 
our  heirs  and  fuccefl!brs,  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  the  faid 
governor  and  company,  and  their  fuccefibrs,  all  that  part  of  our  do- 
minions in  New-England,  in  America,  containing  the  Nahantick 
and  Nanhyganfett,  alias  Narraganfet  bay,  and  countries  and  parts 
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adjacent,  boiinded  on  the  weft,  or  wefterly,  to  the  middle  or  chart* 
nel  of  a  river  there,  commonly  called  and  known  by  the  name  of 
Pawcatuck,  alias  Pawcawtuck  river,  and  fo  along  the  faid  river^ 
as  the  greater  or  middle  ftream  thereof  reacheth  or  lies  up  into 
the  north  country,  northward  unto  the  head  thereof,  and  fi-oiw 
therice  by  a  ftrait  line  drawn  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  the 
fouth  line  of  the  MafTachufetts  colony,  and  on  the  north  or 
northerly,  by  the  aforefaid  fouth  or  foutherly  line  of  the  Maffa- 
fehufetts  colony  or  plantation,  and  extending  towards  the  ea!t 
©r  eaftwardly  three  Englifli  miles,  to  the  eafl:  and  north-eaft  of  the 
fnoft  eailern  and  north-eaftern  parts  of  the  aforeiaid  Narraganfet 
bay,  as  the  faid  bay  lieth  or  extendeth  itielf  from  the  ocean  on  the 
fouth  or  fouthwardly,  unto  the  a:iouth  of  the  river  which  runneth 
towards  the  town  of  Providence,  and  from  thence  along  the  eaft- 
vvardly  (ide  or  bank  of  the  laid  river,  (higher  called  by  the  name  of 
Seacunck  river)  up  to  the  falls  called  Patucket  Falls,  being  the  mod 
weftvvardly  line  of  Plymouth  colony ;  and  fo  from  the  faid  falls,  in 
a  ftrait  line  due  north,  until  it  meet  with  the  aforefaid  line  of  the 
MafTachufetts  colony,  and  bounded  on  the  fouth  by  the  ocean,  and 
in  particular  the  lands  belonging  to  the  towns  of  Providence,  Patuxir, 
Warwicke,  Mifquammacock,  alias  Pawcatuck,  and  the  reft  upon 
the  main  land,  in  the  tra6t  aforeflficl,  together  with  Rhode-lfland, 
Blocke-Iiland,  and  all  the  reft  of  the  iilands  and  banks  in  the  Nar- 
raganfet  bay,  and  bordering  upon  the  coall  of  the  trait  aforefaid, 
(Fiflicr's  ifland  only  excepted)  together  with  all  firm  lands,  foils, 
grounds,  havens,  ports,  rivers,  waters,  fifliings,  mines  royal,  and  all 
other  m.ines^  minerals,  precious  llonef,  quarries,-  woods,  wood- 
grounds,  rocks,  Hates,  and  all  and  fmgular  other  commodities,  jurif- 
diflions,  royalties,  privileges,  franchifes,  pre-eminencies,  and  here- 
ditaments wliatloever,  within  the  faid  traft,  bounds,  lands,  and 
iflands  aforefaid,  to  them  or  any  of  them  belonging,  or  in  any  wife 
appertaining.  To  have  and  to  hold  the  lame  unto  the  laid  gover- 
nor and  compan)',  and  their  fucceflbrs  for  ever,  upon  truft,  for 
ihe  ufe  and  benefit  of  thcmLlves  and  their  alfociateS,  freemen  of  the 
i'aid  colony,  their  heiis  and  aifigns.  To  be  holden  of  us,  our  heirS 
and  iucceilbrs,  as  of  the  manner  oi  Eaft-Grcenwich,  in  our  county 
of  Kent,  in  free  and  common  ioceagef,  and  not  /;;  cajSirc,  nor  by 
knights  fervice.  Yielding  and  paying  therefor  to  us,  our  heirs  and 
fuccclfors,  only  the  fifth  part  of  all  the  ore  of  gold  and  fiiver,  which 
from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times  hercaftei-,  fliall  tc  ihcre  ^'ot:e:i,  had 
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•r  obtained,  in  lieu  and  fatisfaftion  of  all  fervices,  duties,  fines,  for 
fcitures,  made  or  to  be  made,  claims  or  demands  whatfocver,  to  b« 
to  us,  our  heirs  or  fuccelFors,  therefor  or  thereabout  rendered,  made 
or  paid  ;  any  grant  or  claufe,  in  a  late  grant  to  the  governor  and 
company  of  Connedicut  colony  in  America,  to  the  contrary  thereof 
in  any  wile  notwithftanding  j  the  aforefaid  Pawcatuck  river  having 
been  yielded  after  much  debate,  for  the  fixed  and  certain  bounds 
between  thefe  our  faid  colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof ;  who  have 
alfo  agreed,  that  the  faid  I'awcatuck  river  fliall  alfo  be  called  alias 
Karrogancett  or  Narroganfctt  river,  and  to  prevent  future  difputCo 
that  otiierwife  might  arife  thereby,  for  ever  hereafter  fliall  be  con- 
flrued,  deemed,  and  taken  to  be  the  Narrogancett  river,  in  our  late 
grant  to  Connedlicut  colony,  mentioned  as  the  eaflerly  bounds  of  that 
colony.  And  farther,  our  will  and  pleafure  is,  that  in  all  matters  of 
public  contioverfies,  which  may  fall  out  between  our  colony  of  Cou- 
neclicut  and  Providence  Plantation,  to  make  their  appeal  therein  to  usj 
our  heirs  and  fuccefibrs,  for  redrefs  in  fuch  cafes,  within  this  our  realm 
of  England  :  and  that  it  fliall  be  lawful  to  and  for  the  inhabitants  of 
the  faid  colony  of  Providence  plantation,  without  lett  or  moleflatioii 
to  pafs  and  repafs  with  freedom  into  and  through  the  reft  of  the 
Englifli  colonies  upon  their  lawful  and  civil  occafions,  and  to  con- 
Verfe,  and  hold  commerce,  and  trade  with  fuch  of  the  inhabitants  of 
our  other  Englifli  colonies  as  fliall  be  willing  to  admit  them  there- 
unto, they  behaving  themfelves  peaceably  among  them ;  any  acl, 
claufe,  or  fentence,  in  any  of  the  faid  colonies  provided,  or  that  fliall 
be  provided,  to  the  contrary  in  any  wife  notwithftanding.  And 
laftly,  we  do  for  us,  our  heirs  and  fucceirors,  ordain  and  grant  unto 
the  laid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fucceflbrs,  by  thefe  pre- 
fents,  that  thefe  our  letters  patents  fliall  be  firm,  good,  effectual, 
and  available,  in  all  things  in  the  law,  to  all  intents,  conllfu£tioii5 
and  purpofes  whatfoever,  according  to  our  true  intent  and  meaning 
herein  before  declared;  and  fliall  be  conftrued,  reputed  and  adjudged 
in  all  cafe3,  moft  favourably  on  the  behalf,  and  for  the  beft  benefit 
and  behoof  of  the  faid  governor  and  company,  and  their  fuccefTors^ 
although  exprefs  mention,  &:c.     In  witnefs,  Sec.  witnefs,  &c. 

•  Per  ipfiim  Rc^enu 

Since  the  foregoing  flieets  went  to  prefs,  Mr.  Cooper's  vduabl* 
work,  entitled  "  Hone  hijormatio/i  rrfpcdin^  Atnerka^''''  has  been  pulj- 
li^fliec! — with  his  obfervations  ws  fliall  conclude  our  account  of  this 
i»[ate. 

«'  Rhode- 
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*'  Rhode-Ifland,  in  point  of  climate  and  produftions,  as  well  as 
in  appearance,  is  perhaps  the  moft  fimilar  to  Great-Britain  of  any 
State  in  the  Union,  The  winters  are  fomewhat  longer  and  more  fe- 
vere,  the  fummers,  perhaps,  a  little  warmer :  but  it  participates 
with  Great-Britain  in  fame'  tncafure  in  the  defedts  of  climate,  being 
from  its  lituation  fubjeft  to  a  moifler  atmofphere  *  than  many  of 
the  other  States.  The  foil  of  Rhode-Ifland  alfo  (though  not  in  gene- 
ral of  a  good  (Quality)  is  too  much  improved,  and  the  land  too  much 
divided  to  admit  of  any  large  contiguous  purchafes  as  a  fpeculation^ 
though  fingle  farms  at  a  rate  comparatively  moderate  might  be  pro- 
cured here :  this,  however)  is  owing  to  a  decay  of  trade  in  this  parf 
of  America,  and  to  the  inhabitants  themfelves  quitting  their  litua- 
tions  for  the  profpedl  of  a  more  advantageous  tfade.  It  is  rather 
adapted  for  a  grazing  than  a  corn  country  ;  fcantily  timbered,  com- 
paratively plentiful  in  milk  and  butter,  and  cheefe ;  but  not  abound- 
ing in  what  the  Americans  term  good  or  rich  land.  The  divilion  of 
property,  however,  and  its  prefent  tendency  rather  to  decreafe  thari 
increafe  in  value,  renders  it  ineligible  for  mofl  Britifh  fettlers," 

*  Thh  obfervation  is  applicable  to  the  vicinity  of  Now- York  alfo,  where  tliey* 
find  that  wood  intended  for  ufe  in  the  fouthern  climates  cannot  be  fufficiently  feafonccJ. 
InPennfylvania  it  may.  Indeed  this  remark  will  evidently  apply  to  the  whole  northcist 
ifca-coart  of  America. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,   AND  BOUNDARIES, 
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HIS  State  is  fituated  between  41°  and  42°  2'  north  latitude,  and 
1°  50'  and  3°  20'  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length 
is  about  eighty-two  miles,  and  its  breadth  fifty-feven.  It  is  bounded 
on  the  north  by  Mafl?.churetts,  on  the  ealt  by  Rhode-Idand,  on  the 
fouth  by  the  Souijd,  which  divides  it  from  Long-Ifland,  and  on  the 
weft  by  the  State  of  New-York. 

The  divifional  line  between  Conne6licut  and  Maflachufetts,  as 
fettled  in  17  13,  was  found  to  be  about  feventy-two  miles  in  length. 
The  line  dividing  Connecticut  from  Rhode-Ifland  was  fettled  ia 
1728,  and  found  to  be  about  forty-five  miles.  The  fea  coaft,  from 
the  mouth  of  Paukatuk  river,  which  forms  a  part  of  the  eaftern 
boundary  of  Connefticut,  in  a  direct  fouth-weflerly  line  to  the  mouth 
of  By  ram  river,  is  reckoned  at  about  ninety  miles.  The  line  be- 
tween Connedlicut  and  New-York  runs  from  latitude  41"  to 
latitude  42"  2',  feventy-two  miles.  Thus  Connefticut  contains  about 
four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  feventy-four  fquare  miles,  equal  to 
about  two  millions  fix  hundred  and  forty  thoufand  acres. 

AIR  AND  CLIMATE. 

Connedicut,  though  fubjeft  to  the  extremes  of  heat  and  cold  in 
their  feafons,  and  to  frequent  fudden  changes,  is  very  healthful. 
The  north-well  v.inds,  in  the  winter  fe:ibn,  are  often  extremely  fe- 
vere  and  piercing,  occafioned  by  the  great  body  of  fnow  which  lies 
concealed  from  the  diflblving  influence  of  the  fun,  in  the  immenfe 
forefts  north  and  north-weft.  The  clear  and  ferene  temperature  of 
the  Iky,  however,  makes  amends  for  the  feverity  of  the  weather,  and 
is  favourable  to  health  and  longevity.  In  the  maritime  towns  the 
weather  is  variable,  according  as  the  wind  blows  froui  the  fea  or 
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land  ;   but  in  the  interior  of  the  country,  the  fea  breezes  having  lefa 
€ffe£l  upon  the  air,  conlequently  the  weather  is  lefs  variable, 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

Connefticut  is  generally  broken  land,  made  up  of  mountains, 
hills,  and  vallies.  It  is  laid  out  in  faiall  farms,  from  fifty  to  three 
or  four  hundred  acres  each,  which  are  held  by  the  farmers  in  fee 
fimple,  and  are  generally  cultivated  as  vi'ell  as  the  nature  of  the  foil 
will  admit.  The  State  is  chequered  with  innumerable  roads  or  high- 
ways, croffing  each  other  in  every  diredicn.  A  traveller,  in  any  of 
thefe  roads,  even  in  the  moil  unfettled  parts  of  the  Stare,  will  fel- 
dom  pafb  more  than  two  or  three  miles  without  finding  a  houfe  or 
cottage,  and  a  farm  under  fuch  improvements  as  to  afford  the  necef- 
faries  for  the  fupport  of  a  family.  The  whole  State  refembles  a  weil- 
c\iltivated  garden,  which,  with  that  degree  of  induftry  that  is  ne- 
ceflary  to  happinefs,  produces  the  necefiaries  and  conveniencies  of 
life  in  great  plenty  ;  it  is  exceedingly  well  watered  by  numerous 
vivers,  but  the  principal  is  that  which  gives  its  name  to  this  State  ; 
this  we  have  already  defcribed.* 

The  Houfatonick  f  pafies  through  a  number  of  pleafant  towns  in 
this  State,  and  empties  into  the  found  between  Stratford  and  Milford: 
it  is  navigable  tv/elve  miles  to  Derby,  A  bar  of  fliells,  at  its  mouth, 
obftrnfts  its  navigation  for  large  vefTels.  In  this  river,  between 
Salifbury  and  Canaan,  is  a  cataraft,  where  the  water  of  the  whole 
river,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide,  falls  about  fixty 
i'eet  perpendicular,  in  a  perfed  white  Iheet,  exhibiting  a  fcene  ex- 
ceedingly grand  and  beautiful. 

Naugatuk  is  a  i'mall  river  which  rifes  in  Torringtpn,  and  empties 
into  the  Houfatonick  atDerbv. 

The  Thames  empties  into  Long-Tfland  found  at  New-London  :  it 
IS  navigable  fourteen  miles  to  Norwich  Landing :  here  it  lofes  its 
name,  and  branches  into  Shetucket  on  the  eaft,  and  Norwich  or 
Little  river  on  the  wcil.  The  city  of  Norwich  ftands  on  the  tongue 
of  land  betwciin  thefe  rivers.  Little  river,  about  a  mile  from  its 
mouth,  has  a  remarkable  and  very  romantic  cataraft.  A  rock,  ten 
or  twelve  feet  in  perpendicular  height,  extends  quite  acrofs  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river:  over  this  the  whole  river  pitches,  in  one  entire 
ilieet,  upon  a  bed  of  rocks  below.     Here  the  ri\  er  is  comprelled  into 

'''••  Page  II.  -[-  An  Indian  name,  {i£,nlfyiiig  Oi-ir  the  Mountain. 
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a  very  narrow  channel  between  two  cragg)'  cliffs,  one  of  which 
towers  to  a  confiderable  height :  the  channel  defccnds  gradually,  is 
very  crooked,  and  covered  with  pointed  rocks.  Upon  thele  the 
water  fwiftly  tumbles,  foaming  with  the  moft  violent  agitation,  fif- 
teen or  twenty  rods,  into  a  broad  bafon  which  fpreads  before  it.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  perpendicular  falls,  the  rocks  are  curioufly  exca- 
vated by  the  conftant  pouring  of  the  water :  fome  of  the  cavities, 
which  are  all  of  a  circular  form,  are  five  or  fix  feet  deep.  Thefmooth- 
nefs  of  the  water  above  its  defcent — the  regularity  and  beauty  of  the 
perpendicular  fall — the  tremendous  roughnefs  of  the  other,  and  the 
craggy,  towering  cliff  which  impends  the  whole  prefents  to  the 
view  of  the  fpedator  a  fcene  indefcribably  delightful  and  majeftic. 
On  this  river  are  fome  of  the  fineft  mill  feats  in  New-England  ;  and 
thofe  immediately  below  the  falls,  occupied  by  Lathrop's  mills,  are, 
perhaps,  not  exceeded  by  any  in  the  world.  Acrofs  the  mouth  of 
this  river  is  a  broad,  commodious  bridge,  in  the  form  of  a  wharf, 
built  at  a  great  expenfe. 

Shetucket  river,  the  other  branch  of  the  Thames,  four  miles  from 
its  mouth,  receives  Quinnabogue,  which  has  its  fource  in  Brirufield 
in  Maffachufetts  ;  thence  paffmg  through  Sturbridge  and  Dudley  in 
Maffachufetts,  it  croffes  into  Connefticut,  and  divides  PomlVet  from 
Killingly,  Canterbury  from  Plainfield,  and  J.ifbon  from  Prefton, 
and  then  mingles  with  the  Shetucket.  In  paffmg  through  this  hilly 
country,  it  tumbles  over  many  falls,  two  of  v.hich,  one  in  Thomp- 
fon,  the  other  in  Brooklyn,  are  thirty  feet  each  ;  this  river  affords  a 
vaft  number  of  fine  rfiill  feats.  In  its  courfe  it  receives  a  great  number 
of  tributary  ftreams,  the  principal  of  which  are  Muddy  Brook,  and  Five 
Mile  river.  Shetucket  river  is  formed  by  the  junclion  of  Willaman- 
tick  and  ]\Iount  Hope  rivers,  which  unite  between  Wyndham  and 
Lebanon.  In  Lifoon  it  receives  Little  river  ;  and  at  a  little  diftance 
farther  the  Quinnabogue,  and  empties  as  above.  Thefe  rivers  are, 
indeed,  fed  by  numberlefs  brooks  from  every  part  of  the  adjacent 
country. — At  the  mouth  of  Shetucket  is  a  bridge  of  timber  one  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  feet  in  length,  fupported  at  each  end  by 
pillars,  and  held  up  in  the  middle  by  braces  on  the  top,  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  arch. 

Paukatuck  river  is  an  inconfiderable  flream  which  heads  in  Sto- 
nington,  and  empties  into  Stonington  harbour.  It  forms  part  of  the 
dividing  line  between  Connedicut  and  Rhode-Illand, 
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Eafl:,  or  North-Haven  river,  rifes  in  Southington,  not  Far  from  a 
bend  in  Farmington  river,  and  paffing  through  Wallingford  and 
North-Haven,  falls  into  New-Haven  harbour. — It  has  been  in 
contemplation  to  conned  the  fource  of  this  river  with  Farmington 
river. 

Eafl:  and  Weil  rivers  are  inconliderabie  ftreams,  bounding  the  city 
of  New-Haven  on  the  eafl:  and  weft. 

Weft  of  the  Houfatonick  are  a  number  of  fmall  rivers,  which  fall 
into  the  found.  Among  thefe  is  Byram  river,  noticeable  only  as 
forming  a  part  of  the  boundary  between  New- York  and  Connefticut. 
But  neither  this,  nor  any  of  the  others,  are  confiderable  enough  to 
'merit  particular  attention. 

The  two  principal  harbours  in  this  State  are  at  New-London  and 
New-Haven.  The  former  opens  to  the  fouth.  From  the  light- 
houfe,  which  ftands  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  to  the  town,  is 
about  three  miles ;  the  breadth  is  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  and  in 
fome  places  more.  The  harbour  has  from  five  to  fix  fathoms  water — 
a  clear  bottom — tough,  ooze,  and  as  far  as  one  mile  above  the  town 
is  entirely  fecure,  and  commodious  for  large  fliips. 

New-Haven  harbour  is  greatly  inferior  to  that  of  New-London. 
It  is  a  bay  which  fets  up  northerly  from  the  found,  about  four  miles. 
'Its  entrance  is  about  half  a  mile  wide.  It  has  very  good  anchorage, 
and  two  and  a  half  fathom  at  low  water,  and  three  fathom  and  four 
feet  at  common  tides. 

About  a  mile  from  the  town,  on  the  channel,  a  pier  is  erefted.  at 
•tvhich  veffels  of  fuch  fize  as  cannot  come  tip  to  the  wharf,  lade  and 
'linlade.  A  fum  of  money  has  lately  been  raifed  by  lottery  for  the 
purpofe  of  extending  the  long  wharf  to  this  pier,  and  the  work  is 
partly  accompliflied  ;  when  completed,  this  wharf  will  be  thelongcll 
"in  the  United  States,  and  will  be  a  vaft  benefit  to  the  town. 

The  whole  of  the  fea  coaft  is  indented  with  harbours,  many  of 
which  are  fafe  and  commodious,  but  are  not  fufhciently  ufed  to 
merit  a  defcription. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,   &c.   ' 

Some  fmall  parts  of  the  foil  of  this  State  are  thin  and  barren,  but 
in  general  it  is  ftrong  and  fertile.     Its  principal  produftions  are  In- 
dian corn,  rye,  wheat,  in  many  parts  of  tj^e  State,  oats,  and  barley, 
which  are  heavy  and  good,  -and  of  late,  buck  wheat — flax  in  large 
■qiiantities-^fome  hemp,  potatoes  of  feveral  kinds,  pumpkins,  tur- 
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nips,  pens,  beans,  &c.  Sec.  Fruits  of  all  kinds,  which  are  common 
to  the  cHmate.  The  foil  is  very  well  calculated  for  pafture  and 
mowing,  which  enables  the  farmers  to  feed  large  numbers  of  neat 
cattle  and  horfes.  Aftual  calculation  has  evinced,  that  any  given 
quantity  of  the  befl"  mowing  land  in  Connecfticut  produces  about 
twice  as  much  clear  profit,  as  the  fame  quantity  of  the  bell  wheat 
land  in  the  State  of  New-York.  Many  farmers,  in  the  eaftern  part 
of  the  State,  have  lately  found  their  advantage  in  railing  mules,  which 
are  carried  from  the  ports  of  Norwich  and  New-London  to  the  Weft- 
India  iflands,  and  yield  a  handfome  profit.  The  beef,  pork,  butter, 
and  cheele  of  Connedicut,  are  ^equal  to  any  in  the  world. 

On  the  bank  of  Connefticut  river,  two  miles  from  Middleton,  is 
a  lead  n:iiiie,  which  was  wrought  during  the  war,  at  the  expenfe  of 
the  State,  and  was  produftive,  but  it  is  fuppofed  to  be  too  expenfive  to 
work  in  time  of  peace.  Copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  and 
opened  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State,  but  have  proved  unprofitable, 
and  are  much  neglefled.  Iron  ore  abounds  in  many  parts  of  the 
State.  Talks  of  various  kinds,  white,  brown,  and  chocolate  co- 
Joured  cryilals,  zink  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  and  feveral  other  fof- 
fils  and  metals,  have  been  found  in  different  parts  of  this  State.  At 
Stafford  there  is  a  medicinal  fpring,  which  is  faid  to  be  a  fovereign  re- 
medy for  fcorbutic,  cutaneous,  and  other  diforders. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

Connefticut  is  divided  into  eight  counties,  viz.  Hartford,  New- 
Haven,  New-London,  Fairfield,  Wyndham,  Litchfield,  Middlefex, 
and  Tolland ;  thefe  are  divided  into  about  one  hundred  townfliips. 
Each  townfliip  is  a  corporation,  invefted  with  pog'er  to  hold  lands, 
choofe  their  o'.vn  town  officers,  to  make  prudential  laws,  the  penalty 
of  tranfgreflion  not  to  exceed  twenty  fliillings,  and  to  choofe  their 
own  reprefentatives  to  the  General  AiTembly.  The  townfliips 
are  generally  divided  into  two  or  more  pariflies,  in  each  of  which 
is  one  or  more  places  for  public  worfliip,  and  fchool  houfes  at  con- 
venient diftances. 

CHIEF  TOWNS  AND  CURIOSITIES. 

There  are  a  great  number  of  very  pleafant  towns,  both  maritime 

and  inland,  in  Connecticut.     It  contains  five  cities,  incorporated  with 

extenfive  jurifdidion  in  civil  caufes.    Two  of  thefe,  Hartford  and 

»  LI  a  New- 


260  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

New-Haven,  are  capitals  of  the  State.  The  General  AlTembly  is  holden 
at  the  former  in  May,  and  at  the  latter  in  Oduber,  annually. 

HARTFORD. 

Hartford  city  is  fituated  at  the  head  of  the  navigation  on  the  weft 
fide  of  Connefticut  river,  about  fifty  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the 
found.  Its  buildings  are  a  flate  houfe,  two  churches  for  Congrega- 
tionalifts,  a  diflillery,  befides  upwards  of  three  hundred  dwelling 
houfes,  a  number  of  which  are  handfomely  built  with  brick. 

The  town  is  divided  by  a  fmall  river,  with  high  romantic  banks. 
Over  this  river  is  a  bridge,  tonnefting  the  two  divifions  of  the  town. 
Haftfoid  is  advantageoufly  iituated  for  trade,  has  a  very  fine  back 
country,  enters  largely  into  the  manufacluring  bufinefs,  and  is  a 
rich,  flourilliing,  commercial  town.  A  bank  has  lately  been  eflab- 
lifhed  in  this  city. 

NEW-HAVEN. 

This  city  lies  round  the  head  of  a  bay,  which  makes  up  about  four 
miles  north  from  the  found.  It  covers  part  of  a  large  plain,  which 
h  circumfcribed  on  three  fides  by  high  hills  or  mountains.  Two 
fmall  rivers  bound  the  city  eafl  and  weft.  The  town  was  originally 
laid  out  in  fquares  of  fixty  rods.  Many  of  the  fquares  have  been 
divided  by  crofs  fireets.  Four  ftreets  run  north-weil:  and  fouth-eaft, 
thefe  are  crofled  by  others  at  right  angles.  Near  the  center  of  the 
city  is  the  public  fquare ;  on  and  around  which  are  the  public 
buildings,  which  are,  a  ftate  houfe,  college,  and  chapel,  three 
churches  for  Congregationalifts,  and  one  for  Epifcopalians.  Thefe 
are  all  handfome  and  commodious  buildings.  The  college,  chapel, 
Hate  houfe,  and  one  of  the  chuiches,  are  of  brick.  The  public  fquare 
is  encircled  with  rows  of  trees,  which  render  it  both  convenient  and  de- 
lightful. Its  beauty,  however,  is  greatly  diminiflied  by  the  burial 
ground,  and  feveral  of  the  public  buildings,  which  occupy  a  confide- 
rable  part  of  it. 

Many  of  the  ftreets  are  ornamented  with  two  rows  of  trees,  one  on 
each  fide,  which  gives  the  city  a  rural  appearance.  The  profpeft 
from  the  fteeples  is  greatly  variegated  and  extremely  beautiful. 
There  are  about  five  hundred  dwelling  houfes  in  the  citv,  princi- 
pally of  wood,  and  well  built,  and  fome  of  them  elegant.  The 
{Ireets  are  fandy,  but  neat  and  cleanly.  Within  the  limits  of  the 
city  are  four  thoufiind  inhabitants.  About  one  in  fevenry  die  an- 
uuaJly ;  this  pioves  the  healthfulnefs  of  its  climate.     Indeed,  as  to 
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plcafantnefs  of  fituation  and  falubrity  of  air,  New-Haven  is  not  ex- 
ceeded by  any  city  in  America.  It  carries  on  a  confKicrable  trade 
with  New-York  and  the  Weft-India  ifl'ands,  has  feveral  kinds  of 
nianufaflures,  and  is  fiourifliing. 

NEW-LONDON. 

This  city  ftands  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river  Thames,  near  its  en- 
trance into  the  found,  in  latitude  41"  25^  It  has  two  places  for 
public  worfliip,  one  for  Epifcopalians,  and  one  for  Ci^greo-ation- 
alifts  ;  about  three  hundred  dwelling  houfes,  and  four  thoufand  fix 
hundred  inhabitants.  Its  harbour  is  the  beft  in  Conne6li;;ut.  It  is 
defended  by  Fort  Trumbull  and  Fort  Grifwold,  the  one  in  Newi. 
London,  the  other  in  Groton.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  town  wa$ 
burnt  by  Bcneditft  Arnold  in  1781.  This  part  has  fi nee  been  re- 
built. 

NORWICH. 

Norwich  ftands  at  the  head  of  Thames  river,  fourteen  miles  north 
from  New-London.  It  is  a  commercial  city,  has  a  rich  and  extenfive 
back  country,  and  avails  itfelf  of  its  natural  advantages  at  the  head 
of  the  navigation.  Its  fituation  upon  a  river,  which  affords  a  great 
number  of  convenient  feats  for  mills  and  water-machines  of  all  kinds, 
renders  it  very  eligible  in  a  manufacturing  view. 

The  inhabitants  are  not  ncgleftful  of  the  advantages  which  nature 
has  fo  Hberally  given  them.  They  manufacture  paper  of  all  kinds, 
Ilockings,  clocks,  and  watches,  chaifes,  buttons,  ftone  aijd  earthen 
ware,  wire,  oil,  chocolate,  bells,  anchors,  and  all  kinds  of  forge 
work.  The  city  contains  about  four  hundred  and  fifty  dwelling- 
houfes,  a  court-houfe,  and  two  churches  for  Congregationalifts,  and 
one  for  Epifcopalians,  and  about  three  thoufand  inhabitants.  Th© 
city  is  in  three  detached,  compa6t  divifions ;  viz.  Chelfea,  at  the 
landing,  the  town,  and  Bean  Hill ;  in  the  latter  divifion  is  an  aca- 
demy; and  in  the  town  is  a  fchool,  fupported  by  a  donation  from 
Dr.  Daniel  Lathrop,  dcceafed.  The  courts  of  law  are  held  alter- 
nately at  New-London  and  Norwich. 

MIDDLCTON. 

Middleton  is  pleafantly  fituated  on  tlie  weftern   bank  of  Con- 
necticut river,  fifteen  miles  fouth  of  Hartford.     It  is  the  principal 
town  in  Widdkfex  county — has  about  three  hundred  houfes — a  court- 
houfe— 


262.  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

houfe— one  church  for  Congregationahfts — and  one  for  Epifco- 
palians — a  naval  office — and  carries  on  a  large  and  increafing  trade* 

WETHERSFIELD. 

Four  miles  fouth  of  Hartford  is  Wethersfield,  a  very  pleafant  town, 
of  between  two  and  three  hundred .  houfes,  fituated  on  a  fine  foil, 
with  an  elegant  brick  church  for  Congregationalills,  A  fair  is  held 
here  twice  a  year.     This  town  is  noted  for  raifing  onions. 

Windfor,  Farmington,  Litchfield,  Milford,  Stratford,  Fairfield, 
Guilford,  Stamford,  Wyndham,  Suffield,  and  Enfield,  are  all  con- 
derable  and  very  pleafant  towns. 

Two  miles  weft  of  New-Haven  is  a  mountain,  on  the  top  of 
which  is  a  cave,  remarkable  for  having  been  the  refidence  of  Gene- 
rals Whaley  and  Goffe,  two  of  the  judges  of  Charles  I.  who  was  be- 
headed. They  arrived  at  Bofton,  July  1660,  and  came  to  New- 
Haven  the  following  year,  and  retired,  and  concealed  themfelves 
behind  Weil  Alountain,  three  miles  from  New-Haven.  They  foon 
after  removed  to  Milford,  where  they  lived  concealed  until  October, 

1664,  when  they  returned  to  New-Haven,  and  immediately  pro- 
ceeded to  Hadley,  where  they  remained  concealed  for  about  ten 
years,  in  which  time  Whaley  died,  and  Goffe  foon  after  fled.     In 

1665,  John  Dixwell,  Efq.  another  of  the  King'*  judges,  vifitedthem 
while  at  Hadley,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  New-Haven,  where  he 
lived  many  years,  and  was  known  by  the  name  of  John  Davis. 
Here  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  the  public  burying-place,  where 
his  grave-ftone  is  ftanding  to  this  day,  with  this  infcription  : — 
*'  J.  D.  Efq.  deceafed,  March  i8th,  in  the  eighty-fecond  year  of  his 
age,  1688." 

In  the  town  of  Pomfret  is  a  cave,  rendered  remarkable  by  the  hu- 
mourous adventure  of  General  Putnam. — This  cave  is  defcribed, 
and  the  ftory  elegantly  told  by  Colonel  Humphreys,  in  his  life  of 
that  hero.  The  ftory  and  the  dcfcription  I  lliall  inf^rt  in  his  own 
words. 

*'  Soon  after  Mr.  Putnam  removed  to  Conneflicut,  the  wolves,  then 
very  numerous,  broke  into  his  flieep-fold,  and  killed  feventy  fine 
Iheep  and  goats,  befides  wounding  many  lambs  and  kids.  This 
havoc  was  committed  by  a,  flie-wolf,  which,  with  her  annual 
whelps,  had  for  feveral  years  infefted  the  vicinity.  The  young 
were  commonly  deftroyed  by  the  vigilance  of  the  hunters,  but 
the  old  one  was  too  fagacioiis  to  come  within  reach  of  gun-fliot : 

upon 
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upon  being  clofely  purfued,  fhe  would  generally  fly  to  the 
weftern  woods,  and  return  the  next  winter  with  another  litter 
of  whelps. 

This  wolf  at  length  became  fuch  an  intolerable  nuifance,  that  Mr. 
Putnam  entered  into  a  combination  with  five  of  his  neighbours  to  hunt 
alternately  until  they  could  deftroy  her.  Two,  by  rotation,  were  to  be 
conftantly  in  purfuit.  It  was  known,  that,  having  loft  the  toes 
from  one  foot,  by  a  fteel  trap,  flie  made  one  track  fliorter  than  the 
ether.  Ey  this  veftige,  the  purfuers  recognized  in  a  light  fnow  the 
route  of  this  pernicious  animal.  Having  followed  her  to  Connec- 
ticut river,  and  found  flie  had  turned  back  in  a  diredl  courfe  to- 
wards Pomfret,  they  immediatelyreturned,  and  by  ten  the  next  morn- 
ing the  blood-hounds  had  driven  her  into  a  den,  about  three  miles 
diftant  from  the  houfe  of  Mr.  Putnam :  the  people  foon  coUefled 
with  dogs,  guns,  ftraw,  fire  and  fulphur,  to  attack  the  commoa 
enemy.  With  this  apparatus  feveral  unfuccefsful  eftbrts  were  made 
to  force  her  from  the  den.  The  hounds  came  back  badly  wounded, 
and  refufed  to  return.  The  fmoke  of  blazing  ftraw  had  no  effect  ; 
nor  did  the  fumes  of  burnt  brimftone,  with  which  the  cavern  was 
filled,  compel  her  to  quit  the  retirement.  Wearied  with  fuch  fruit- 
lefs  attempts  (which  had  brought  the  time  to  ten  o'clock  at  night) 
Mr.  Putnam  tried  once  more  to  make  his  dog  enter,  but  in  vain  ;  he 
•propofed  to  his  negro  man  to  go  down  into  the  cavern  and  fhoot  the 
wolf:  the  negro  declined  the  hazardous  fervice.  Then  it  was  that 
Mr.  Putnam,  angry  at  the  difappointment,  and  declaring  that  he  was 
afliamed  to  have  a  coward  in  his  family,  refolved  himfelf  to  deftroy 
the  ferocious  beaft,  left  flie  fliould  efcape  through  fome  unknown  fif- 
fure  of  the  rock.  His  neighbours  ftrongly  remonftrated  againft  the 
perilous  enterprize  ;  but  he  knowing  that  wild  animals  were  intimi- 
dated by  fire,  and  having  provided  feveral  ftrips  of  birch  bark,  the 
only  combuftible  material  which  he  could  obtain,  that  would  atFord 
light  in  this  deep  and  darkfome  cave,  prepared  for  his  defcent. 
Having  accordingly  divefted  himfelf  of  his  coat  and  waiftcoat,  and 
having  a  long  rope  fattened  round  his  legs,  by  which  he  might  be 
pulled  back  at  a  concerted  fignal,  he  entered  head  foremoft,  with  the 
blazing  torch  in  his  hand. 

The  aperture  of  the  den,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  a  very  high  ledge 
of  rocks,  is  about  two  feet  fquare ;  from  thence  it  defcends  obliquely 
fifteen  feet,  then  running  horizontally  about  ten  more,  it  afcends 
gradually  fixteen  feet  towards  its  terminatioDt     The  Cdes  of  this  fub- 

terraneous 
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terraneous  cavity  are  compofed  of  fmooth  and  folid  rocks,  whicfi 
feem  to  have  been  divided  from  each  other  by  fome  former  earth- 
quake. The  top  and  bottom  are  alfo  of  ftone,  and  the  entrance,  in 
winter,  being  covered  with  ice,  is  exceedingly  llippery.  It  is  in  na 
place  high  enough  for  a  man  to  raife  himfelf  upright ;  nor  in  any  part 
more  than  three  feet  in  width. 

Having  groped  his  palfage  to  the  horizontal  part  of  the  den,  the 
moft  terrifying  darknefs  appeared  in  front  of  the  dim  circle  of  light 
afforded  by  his  torch.  It  was  filent  as  the  houfe  of  death.  None 
but  monfters  of  thedefert  had  ever  before  explored  this  Iblitary  man- 
fion  of  horror.  He,  cautioufly  proceeding  onward,  came  to  the 
afcent,  which  he  flowly  mounted  on  his  hands  and  knees  until  he  dif- 
covered  the  glaring  eye  balls  of  the  wolf,  who  v/as  fitting  at  the  ex- 
tremity of  the  cavern.  Startled  at  the  fight  of  fire,  fhe  gnaflied  her 
teeth,  and  gave  a  fullen  growl.  As  foon  as  he  had  made  the  necef- 
fary  difcovery,  he  kicked  the  rope  as  a  fignal  for  pulling  him  out. 
The  people,  at  the  mouth  of  the  den,  who  had  lifliened  with  painful 
anxiety,  hearing  the  growling  of  the  wolf,  and  fuppofing  their  friend 
to  be  in  the  moft  im.minent  danger,  drew  him  forth  with  fuch  cele- 
rity, that  his  fliirt  was  fcripped  over  his  head,  and  his  fl<.in  feverely 
lacerated.  After  he  had  adjufted  his  clothes,  and  loaded  his  gun 
with  nine  buck  fliot,  holding  a  torch  in  one  hand,  and  the  mufset 
in  the  other,  he  defcended  a  fecond  time.  When  he  drew  nearer 
than  before,  the  wolf,  afiamiing  a  ftiil  more  fierce  and  terrible  ap- 
pearance, howling,  rolling  her  eyes,  fnapping  her  teeth,  and  drop- 
ping her  head  between  her  legs,  was  evidently  in  the  attitude,  and 
on  the  point  of  fpringing  at  him.  At  the  critical  inftant  he  levelled 
and  fired  at  her  head.  Stunned  with  the  fliock,  and  fuflbcated  with 
the  fmoak,  he  immediately  found  himfelf  drawn  out  of  the  cave. 
But  having  refreflied  himfelf,  and  permitted  the  fmoak  to  diffipate, 
he  went  down  the  third  time.  Once  more  he  came  within  fight  of 
the  wolf,  who  appearing  very  paliive,  he  applied  the  torch  to  her 
nofe  ;  and  perceiving  her  dead,  he  took  hold  of  her  ears,  and  then 
kicking  the  rope  (ftill  tied  round  his  legs)  the  people  above,  with  no 
fmall  exultation,  dragged  them  both  out  together." 

Ai  )ther  bold  and  almoll:  prefumptuous  deed  in  this  veteran  hero 
has  rendered  remarkable  a  precipice  at  Horfeneck,  in  this  State. 
The  ftory  is  this :  "  About  the  middle  of  the  winter,  1778,  Gene- 
ral Putnam  being  on  a  vifit  to  his  out-poft  at  Horfeneck,  he  found 
Governor  Tryon  advancing  upon  that  town  with  a  corps  of  fifteen 
4  hundred 
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hundred  men — to  oppofe  thefe,  General  Putnam  had  only  a  picket  of 
one  hundred  and  fitty  men,  and  two  iron  field-pieces,  without  horfe 
or  drag-ropes ;  he,  however,  planted  his  cannon  on  the  high  ground 
by  the  meeting-houfe,  and  retarded  their  approach  by  firing  fcveial 
times,  until  perceiving  the  horfe,  fupportcd  by  the  infantry,  about  to 
charge,  he  ordered  the  picket  to  provide  for  their  fafety  by  retiring 
to  a  fwanip  inacceffible  to  horle ;  and  fecured  his  own  by  plunging 
do'.vn  the  fteep  precipice  at  the  church  upon  a  full  trot.  This  pre- 
cipice is  fo  ilcep,  where  he  dcfcended,  as  to  have  artificial  flairs  com- 
pofed  of  nearly  one  hundred  flone  fleps  for  the  accommodation  of 
foot  paifengers.  There  the  dragoons,  who  were  b\it  a  fword's  length 
from  him.  Hopped  fliort,  for  the  decli\  ity  was  fo  abrupt  that  they 
ventured  not  to  follow ;  and  before  they  could  gain  the  valley  by 
going  round  the  brow  of  the  hill  in  the  ordinary  road,  he  was  far 
enough  beyond  their  reach." 

Tetoket  mountain  in  Bianford,  latitude  41°  20',  on  the  north-weft 
part  of  it,  a  few  feet  below  the  furface  has  ice  in  large  quantities  ia 
all  feafons  of  the  year. 

POPULATION. 

Conne^Tiicut  is  the  mcfl:  populous,  in  proportion  to  its  extent,  of 
any  of  the  United  States :  its  advances  in  rhis  refpeft  have  ever  been 
rapid.  There  have  been  more  emigrations  from  it  than  from  any  of 
the  other  States,  and  yet  it  is  at  prefent  full  of  inhabitants.  This 
increafe  may  be  afcribed  to  feveral  caufes.  The  bulk  of  the  inhabi- 
tants are  induflrious,  fagacious  hufoandmen.  Their  farms  furniHi 
them  with  all  the  neceflaries,  moil  of  the  conveniencies,  and  but  few 
of  the  luxuries  of  life.  They  of  courfe  muft  be  generally  temperate, 
and  if  they  choofe,  can  fubfiil  with  as  much  independence  as  is  con- 
fident with  happinefs.  The  fubfiilence  of  the  farmer  is  fubftantial, 
and  does  not  depend  on  incidental  circumflances,  like  that  of  moft 
other  profeffions.  There  is  no  neceflity  of  ferving  an  apprenticefhip 
to  the  bufmcfs,  nor  of  a  large  flock  of  money  to  commence  it  to  ad- 
vantage. Farmers  who  deal  much  in  barter  have  lefs  need  of  money 
than  any  other  clafs  of  people.  The  eafe  with  which  a  fcomfortab'e 
fubfiftence  is  obtained,  induces  the  huftjandman  to  marry  young; 
the  cultivation  of  his  farm  makes  him  flrong  and  healthful ;  he  toils 
cheerfully  throtigh  the  day — eats  the  fruit  of  his  own  labour  with  a 
gladlome  heart — at  night  devoutly  thanks  his  bounteous  God  for  his 
dgily  bieflings — retires  to  reft,  and  his  flecp  v,  fweet.  Such  circum- 
'•'Vol,.  II.  Mm  ftanccj 
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fiances  as  thefe  have  greatly  contributed  to  the  amazing  increafe  of 
inhabitants  in  this  State- 
In  1756  the  number  of  inhabitants  were  one  hundred  and  thirty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eleven — In  i7-'4  there  were  one  hundred 
and  ninety-feven  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fifty-hx  ;  being  an  in- 
creafe in  eighteen  years  of  fixty-feven  thoufand  two  hundred  and 
forty-five. 

The  following  table  exhibits  a  view  of  the  population  as  it  flood 
in  1782. 
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Since  the  above  period  the  counties  of  Middlefex  and  Tolland  have 
been  conflituted,  and  a  number  of  new  townfhips,  made  up  of  divi- 
fions  of  the  old  ones,  have  impoliticly  *  been  incorporated. 

In  1790  the  niimber  of  inhabitants,  according  to  the  cenfus  then 
taken,  was  as  follows : 

*  The  multiplication  of  townfhips  increafcs  the  number  of  reprefentatives,  which  is 
already  too  great  for  the  moft  dcmocratical  government,  and  uivncceffarily  enhances  the, 
ejipcnfe  of  maintaining  civil  government  in  the  State. 
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Suppofing  the  account  of  1782  to  have  been  taken  corre6V,  the  in- 
creafe  for  eight  years,  ending  in  1790,  will  be  twenty-eight  thoufand 
feven  hundred  and  ninety-fix;  on  the  moft  moderate  calculation  we 
may,  therefore,  rate  the  prtfent  number  of  inhabitants  in  Connecticut 
at  two  hundred  and  fevcnty-thrce  thoufand,  or  about  fifty-ei^ht  per- 
fons  to  every  fquare  mile. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 

The  religion  of  this  State  is  happily  adapted  to  a  republican  go- 
vernment; for  as  to  the  mode  of  exerciling  church  government  and 
difcipline,  it  might  not  im-properly  be  called  a  republican  religion. 
Bach  church  has  a  feparate  jurifdiiftion,  and  claims  authority  to 
choofe  their  own  minifler,  to  exercife  judgment,  and  to  enjoy  gofpel 
ordinances  within  itfelf.  The  churches,  however,  thoug'i  independent 
of  each  other,  are  afTociated  for  mutual  benefit  and  convenience.— 
The  afTociations  have  power  to  licenfe  candidates  for  the  miniftry,  to 
confult  for  the  general  welfare,  and  to  recommend  meafures  to  be 
adopted  by  the  churches,  but  have  no  authority  to  enforce  them. 
When  difputcs  arife  in  churches,  counfels  are  called  by  the  parties  to 
fettle  them  ;  but  their  power  is  only  advifory.  There  are  eleven 
aflbciations  in  the  State,  and  they  meet  twice  in  a  year.  Thefe  are 
all  combined  in  one  general  aiT>ciation,  who  meet  annually, 
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All  men  in  this  State  are  upon  a  footing  of  equality  witli  refpecl  to 
religion  ;  difqnalrfications  for  officis  in  the  State  on  account  of  reli- 
gious opinions  are  unknown.  Ev^ry  feft  whofe  principles  do  not 
militate  againft  the  pence  o;  fociety,  enjoy  here  the  full  liberty  of 
confcience  ;  and  a  Ipirit  oFlibe;aHty  and  catholicifm  is  increafing.— 
There  are,  however,  very  tt^w  re  ig.ous  fefts  in  this  State.  The  bulk 
of  the  people  are  Congregational  ills,  the  reft  are  Epifcopalians  and 
Baptifts.  Formerly  there  was  a  fociety  of  Sandimonians  at  New- 
Haven  ;  but  they  are  now  reduced  to  a  very  fmall  number. 

The  clergy,  who  are  numerous,  and,  as  a  body,  very  refpeftable, 
have  hitherto  preferved  a  kind  of  ariftocratical  balance  in  the  very 
democratical  government  of  this  State,  which  has  operated  in  fome 
inflances  as  a  check  upon  the,  perhaps,  ovei  bearing  fpirit  of  republi- 
canifm.  The  unhappy  religious  difputes  which  have  too  much  pre- 
vailed among  fome  of  them,  and  an  inattention  to  the  qualifications 
of  thofe  who  have  been  admitted  to  the  facred  office,  have,  however, 
heretofoie  confiderably  diminiflied  their  influence.  It  is  a  pleafing 
circumflance  that  the  rage  for  theological  difputation  is  abating,  and 
greater  ftriftnefs  is  obferved  in  the  admiflion  of  candidates  to  the 
miniftry.  Their  influence  is  on  the  increafe,  and  it  is,  in  part,  to 
their  exertions  that  an  evident  reformation  in  the  mamiers  of  the 
people  of  this  State  has  taken  place  fincethe  peace. 

At  the  anniveriary  eledion  of  the  governor  and  other  public  offi- 
cers, which  is  held  yearly  at  Hartford  on  the  fecond  Thurfday  in 
May,  a  fermon  is  preacht.d,  which  is  pubhflied  at  the  e;<penfeof  the 
State. ^     On  thefe  occafions  a  vail  concourfc  of  relpefiable  ciiizerjs, 

'■*  It  would  anfwer  many  valuable  purpofes,  if  the  gentlemen  v\ho  are  annually  ap- 
pointed to  preach  thefe  election  fermons,  would  furniih  a  Iketch  of  the  hiftory  of  the 
State  for  the  current  year,  to  be  j>u'.j'ifheJ  at  tlic  tlofe  of  their  fcrnnons.  Such  a  fketch, 
which  might  eafily  be  made,  would  render  eleili,  n  fermons  ranch  more  valuable.  They 
-■would  then  be  a  very  authentic  repof.tory  of  fafis  for  future  hiftoriaus  of  the  State — . 
they  woiild  be  more  generally  and  ntore  eagerlv  purchafed  .uid read— ihcy  v.ould  ferve  to 
^JiiTemiuate  the  important  ivnowlcdge  of  the  internnl  affairs  of  the  State,  which  every 
(ritizen  oiiyht  to  be  acquainted  with,  and  mig'.it,  if  judiciduOy  executed,  operate  as  a  check 
upon  party  fpiiii,  and  upon  ambitious  and  defignlng  men. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Benjamin  Trumbull,  of  NojTh-Kaven,  has  for  feveral  years,  with 
indefatigable  induftry,  been  making  colleftiont  for  a  hi^ory  of  Conrcfticuf.  His  abi- 
lities as  a  writer,  an  j  liis  accuracy  as  an  hillorian,  the  public  already  know.  It  is  hoped 
^hepul'-ic  wil!  Ihortly  be  favoured  \vi:h  his  hiftory.  Through  his  indulgence  in  per-. 
mitting  fclefticns  to  be  made  from  his  manufcripts,  we  are  enabled  to  publi/h  many  of 
the  fadts  in  tiic  hiiloiy  of  this  State. 

partio 
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particularly  of  the  clergy,  are  colle6led  from  every  part  of  the  State; 
and  while  they  ndd  dignity  and  folemiiiry  to  the  important  and  joyful 
traniac^ions  ot  the  day,  ierve  to  exterminate  party  fpirit,  and  to  har- 
monize the  civil  and  religious  interclls  of  the  State. 

The  inhabitants  are  almoft  entirely  of  Englifti  defcent.  There  arc 
no  Dutch,  Ficnch,  or  Gennans,  and  very  few  Scotch  or  Irifli  in  any 
part  of  the  State. 

In  addition  to  what  has  been  already  faid  it  may  be  obferved,  that 
the  people  of  Connefticut  are  remarkably  fond  of  having  all  their  dif- 
putes,  even  thofe  ot  the  moft  trivial  kind,  fettled  according  to  law.— 
The  prevalence  of  this  litigious  fpirit  affords  employment  and  fupr 
port  for  a  numerous  body  of  lawyers.  The  number  of  acflions  entered 
annually  upon  the  feveral  dockets  in  the  State  juftifies  the  above 
obfervations.  That  party  Ipirit,  however,  which  is  the  bane  of  poll, 
tical  happinefs,  has  not  raged  with  fuch  violence  in  this  State  as  ia 
MafTachufetts  and  Rhode-Ifland.  Public  proceedings  have  been  con- 
duced generally,  and  cfpecially  of  late,  with  much  calmnefs  and  can- 
dour. The  inhabitants  are  well  infurmed  in  regard  to  their  ritrhts, 
and  judicious  in  the  methods  they  adopt  to  fecurc  them.  The  State 
enjoys  a  great  fliare  of  political  tranquillity  ;  the  people  live  under  a 
free  government,  and  have  no  fear  of  a  dignified  tyrant.  There  arc 
no  overgrown  ellates  with  rich  and  ambitious  landlords,  to  have  an 
undue  and  pernicious  influence  in  the  e'eftion  of  civil  officers.  Pro- 
perty is  equally  enough  divided,  and  muft  continue  to  be  fo  as  long 
as  the  eitates  Jefcend  as  they  now  do.  No  pcrfon  qualified  by  law  is 
prohibited  from  voting.  He  w  ho  has  the  mofl  merit,  not  he  who 
has  the  moft  money,  is  generally  chofen  into  public  office.  As  in- 
llances  of  this,  it  is  to  be  obferved,  that  inany  of  the  citizens  of  Con- 
necticut, from  the  humble  walks  of  life,  have  arifen  to  the  firft  offices 
in  the  State,  and  filled  them  with  dignity  and  reputation.  That  bafe 
bufinefs  of  electioneering,  which  is  the  curfe  of  England,  and  direftly 
calculated  to  introduce  the  moft  wicked  and  defigning  men  into 
office,  is  yet  but  littie  known  in  Conneflicut.  A  man  who  wiflies  to 
be  chofen  into  office,  afts  wifely,  for  that  end,  when  he  keeps  his  de- 
iires  to  himfelf. 

A  thirft  for  learning  prevails  among  all  ranks  of  people  in  the  State, 
More  of  the  young  men  in  Connecticut,  in  proportion  to  their  num- 
bers, receive  a  public  education,  thq^  in  any  of  the  States  of  the 
Union  belide* 

Some 
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Some  have  believed,  and  perhaps  with  reafon,  that  the  fondnefs  for 
academic  and  collegiate  education  is  too  great — that  it  induces  too 
many  to  leave  the  plough.  If  m.en  of  liberal  education  would  return 
to  the  farm,  and  ufe  their  knowledge  in  iraprcving  agriculture  and 
encouraging  manufaftures,  there  could  not  be  too  many  men  of 
learning  in  the  State;  but  this  is  too  feldom  the  cafe. 

Connefticut  had  but  a  fmall  proportion  of  citizens  who  did  not 
join  in  oppofing  the  oppreffive  meafures  of  Great-Pritain,  and  was 
a^ive  and  influential,  both  in  the  field  and  in  the  cabinet,  in  bring- 
ing about  the  revolution.  Her  f-jldiers  wer^  applauded  by  the  com- 
mander in  chief  for  their  bravery  and  tidelity. 

What  has  been  faid  in  favour  of  Connefticut,  though  true  when 
generally  applied,  needs  to  be  qualified  with  feme  exceptions.  Dr. 
Douglas  fpoke  the  truth  when  he  laid,  that  '*  fome  of  the  meaner 
fort  are  villains."  Too  many  are  idle  and  diilipated,  and  much  time 
is  unprofitably  and  wickedly  fpent  at  taverns,  in  law  fuits  and  petty 
arbitrations.  The  public  fchools,  in  fome  parts  of  the  State,  have 
been  too  much  neglefted,  and  in  procuring  inftruftors,  too  little 
attention  has  been  paid  to  their  moral  and  literary  qualifications. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

The  trade  of  Connecticut  is  principally  with  the  Weft-India 
iflands,  and  is  carried  on  in  veflels  of  from  fixty  to  an  hundred  and 
forty  tons  burden.  The  exports  confifi:  of  horfes,  mules,  oxen,  oak 
ftaves,  hoops,  pine  boards,  oak  plank,  beans,  Indian  corn,  fifh,  beef, 
pork,  &c.  Horfes,  live  cattle  and  lumber,  are  permitted  in  the  Dutch, 
Danifii,  and  French  ports. 

Connecticut  has  a  large  number  of  coafting  veflels  employed  in 
carrying  her  prod\]ce  to  other  States.  To  Khode-lfland,  Mafla- 
chufetts,  and  New-Hampfliire,  they  carry  pork,  wheat,  corn  and 
rye ;  to  North  and  South  Carolinas  and  Georgia,  butter,  cheefe, 
falted  beef,  cyder,  apples,  potatoes,  hay,  &c.  and  receive  in  return 
rice,  indigo  and  money.  But  as  New-York  is  nearer,  and  the  flate 
of  the  markets  always  well  knowti,  much  of  the  produce  of  Con- 
neifticur,  cfi)ecially  oftheweftern  parts,  is  carried  there,  particularly 
pot  and  pearl  alh,  flax  feed,  be -f,  pork,  cheefe  and  butter,  in  large 
quantities,  Moft  of  the  pro.:u  e  of  Connedicuc  river,  from  the 
ports  of  Maflachufetts,  New-Hamplhire,  and  Vermont,  as  well  as 
Qji  Connecticut,  which  are  adjacent,  goes  to  the  fame  market.    Con- 
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fiderable  quantities  of  the  produce  of  the  eaftern  parts  of  the  State 
are  marketed  at  Bofton  and  Providence. 

The  value  of  the  whole  exported  produce  and  commodities  from 
this  State,  before  the  year  1774,  was  then  cftimated  at  about  two 
hundred  thoufand  pounds  lawful  money  annually.  In  the  year  end- 
ing September  30th,  1791,  the  amount  of  foreign  exports  from  this 
Slate  was  feven  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  three  hundred  and  ten 
dollars,  befides  articles  carried  to  different  parts  of  the  United  States 
to  a  great  amount.  This  State  at  prefent  owns  and  employs  in  the 
foreign  and  coafting  trade  more  than  thiity-five  thoufand  tons  of 
fliipping. 

The  farmers  in  ConneifUcut  and  their  families  are  moftly  clothed 
in  plain,  decent,  homefpun  cloth.  The  linens  and  woollens  are 
manufa^lured  in  the  family  way,  and  although  they  are  generally 
of  a  coarfer  kind,  they  are  of  a  ftronger  texture,  and  much  more 
durable  than  thofe  imported  there  from  France  and  Great-Britain, 
Many  of  their  cloths  are  fine  and  handfome. 

A  wonllen  manufactory  has  been  ellabliflied  at  Hartford.  The 
legiflature  of  the  State  have  encouraged  it,  and  it  bids  fair  to  grow 
into  importance. 

In  New-Haven  are  linen  and  button  manufactories,  which  flouriflj. 
In  Hartford  are  glafs  works,  a  fnuff  and  powder  mill,  iron  works, 
and  a  fluting  mill.  Iron  works  are  eftabliflied  alfo  at  Salifbury, 
Norwich,  and  other  parts  of  the  State.  At  Stafford  is  a  furnace,  at 
which  are  made  large  quantities  of  hollow  ware  and  other  ironmon- 
gery, fufiicient  to  fupply  the  whole  State.  Paper  is  manutatlured  at 
Norwich,  Hartford,  New-Haven,  and  in  Litchiieki  county.  Nails 
of  every  fize  are  made  in  almoft  e\'ery  town  and  village  in  Connedi- 
cut,  fo  that  confidcrable  quantities  can  be  exported  to  the  neigh- 
bouring States,  and  at  a  better  rate  than  they  can  be  bad  from  Eu- 
rope. Ironmongery,  hats,  candles,  leather,  flioes  and  boots,  are 
manufadured  in  this  State.  Oil  mills,  of  a  new  and  very  ingenious 
conftru(ffion,  have  been  eretiled  in  feveral  parts  of  the  State.  A 
duck  manufadory  has  alio  been  eftabliflied  at  Stratford,  and,  it  is 
faid,  is  doing  well. 

LEARNING  AND  LITERATURE. 

In  no  part  of  the  world  is  the  education  of  all  ranks  of  people 
more  attended  to  than  in  Connefticut ;  almoft  every  town  in  the 
State  is  divided  into  diftrids,  and  each  diftrid  has  a  public  fchooL 
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kept  in  it  a  greater  or  lefs  part  of  every  year.  Somewhat  mdr« 
than  one-third  of  the  monies  arifing  from  a  tax  on  the  polls  and 
rateable  eftate  of  the  inhabitants  is  appropriated  to  the  fupport  of 
Ichools  in  the  feveral  towns,  for  the  education  of  children  and  youth. 
The  lavp-  direfts,  that  a  grammar-fchool  fliall  be  kept  in  every 
county  town  throughout  the  State. 

There  is  a  grammar  fchool  at  Hartford,  and  another  at  New- 
Haven,  fupported  by  a  donation  of  Governor  Hupkins.  This  vene- 
rable and  benevolent  man,  in  his  laft  will,  dated  1657,  left  in  the 
hands  of  Theophilus  Eaton,  Elq.  and  three  others,  a  legacy  of  one 
thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  pounds,  "  as  an  encourage- 
ment, in  thefe  foreign  plantations,  of  breeding  np  hopeful  youths 
both  at  the  grammar-fchool  and  college."  In  1664  this  legacy  was 
equally  divided  between  New-Haven  and  Hartford,  anil  grammar- 
fchools  were  erefted,  which  have  been  fupported  ever  fince. 

Academies  have  been  eftabliflied  at  Greenfield,  Plain  field,  Nor- 
wich, Wyndham,  and  Pomfret,  fome  of  which  are  flourifliing. 

Yale  College  was  founded  i.i  1  700,  and  remained  at  Killingworth 
until  1707  ;  then  at  Saybrook  uncii  1716,  when  it  was  removed  and 
fixed  at  New-Haven.  Among  its  principal  benetadors  was  Gover- 
nor Yale,  in  honour  of  whom,  in  17  18,  it  was  named  Yale  Col- 
lege. Its  firll:  building  was  eredted  in  17  17,  being  one  hundred  and 
feventy  feet  in  length,  and  twerity-two  in  breadth,  built  of  wood.  This 
was  taken  down  in  1782.  The  prefent  college,  which  is  of  brick, 
was  built  in  1750,  under  the  direction  of  the  Rev.  Prefident  Clap, 
Und  is  one  hundred  feet  long  and  forty  feet  wide,  three  ftories  high, 
and  contains  thirty-two  chambers,  and  lixty-tour  ftudies,  convenient 
for  the  reception  of  one  hundred  ftudents.  The  college  chapel,  which 
is  alio  of  brick,  was  built  in  1761,  being  fifty  feet  by  forty,  with 
a  fteeple  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  feet  high.  In  this  building  is 
the  public  library,  confifting  of  about  two  thoufand  five  hundred 
volumes ;  and  the  philofophical  apparatus,  which,  by  a  late  hand- 
fome  addition,  is  now  as  complete  as  mod  others  in  the  United 
States,  and  contains  the  machines  necefTary  for  exhibiting  experi- 
ments in  the  whole  courfe  of  experimental  philofophy  and  aftro- 
nomy. 

The  college  mufeum,  to  which  additions  are  conftantly  making, 
contains  many  natural  curiofities. 

This  hterary  inftitution  w  as  incorporated  by  the  General  AfTimbly 

©f  Connefticut.    The  firft  charter  of  incorporatioa  was  granted  to 
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eleven  minlfters,  under  the  denomination  of  truftees,  in  1 701.  The 
powers  of  the  truftees  were  enlarged  by  the  additional  charter,  1723. 
And  by  that  of  i74$>  the  truftees  were  incorporated  by  the  name 
of  "  The  prefident  and  fellows  of  Yale  College,  New-Haven."  By 
an  aft  of  the  General  Allembly  "  for  enlargiiig  the  powers  and  in- 
creafing  the  funds  of  Yale  College,"  paflcd  in  May,  1792,  and  ac- 
cepted by  the  corporation,  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  and 
the  fix  fenior  alllftants  in  the  council  of  the  State  for  the  time  being, 
are  ever  hereafter,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  to  be  truftees  and  fel- 
lows of  the  college,  in  addition  to  the  former  corporation.  The 
corporation  are  empowered  to  hold  eftates,  continue  their  fucceffion, 
make  academic  lav.s,  eleft  and  conftitute  all  officers  of  inftruftion 
and  government  ufual  in  univcrfities,  and  confer  all  learned  degrees. 
The  immediate  executive  government  is  in  the  hands  of  theprefident 
and  tutors.  The  prefent  officers  and  inftruftors  of  the  college  arc, 
a  prefident,  who  is  alfo  profcffor  of  eccleftaftical  hiftory,  a  profef- 
for  of  divinity,  and  three  tutors.  The  number  of  ftudents,  on  an 
average,  is  about  130,  divided  into  four  clalfes.  It  is  worthy  of  re- 
mark, that  as  many  as  five-fixths  of  thofe  who  have  received  their 
education  at  this  univerfity  were  natives  of  Connecticut. 

The  funds  of  this  college  received  a  very  liberal  addition  by  a 
grant  of  the  General  Aflembly,  in  the  aft  of  1792  before  mentioned ; 
which  will  enable  the  corporation  to  ereft  a  new  building  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  ftudents,  to  fupport  fevisrai  new  profefTorfliips, 
and  to  make  a  handfome  addition  to  the  library. 

The  courfe  of  education  in  this  univerfity  comprehends  the  whole 
eircle  of  literature.  The  three  learned  languages  are  taught,  to- 
gether with  fo  much  of  the  fciences  as  can  be  communicated  in  four 
yeai"s. 

In  May  and  September,  annually,  the  feveral  clafles  are  critically 
examined  in  all  their  claflical  ftudies.  As  incentives  to  improvement 
in  compofition  and  oratory,  quarterly  exercifes  are  appointed  by  the 
prefident  and  tutors,  to  be  exhibited  by  the  refpeftive  clafles  in  ro- 
tation. A  public  commencement  is  held  annually  on  the  fecond 
Wednefday  in  September,  which  calls  together  a  more  numerous 
and  brilliant  aflembly  than  are  convened  by  any  other  anuiverfary 
in  the  State. 

About  two  thoufand  two  hundred  have  received  the  honours  of 
this  univerfity,  of  whom  nearly  feven  hundred  and  lixty  have  beea 
ordained  to  the  work  of  the  gofpel  miniftry. 

Vol.  II.  N  n  IN- 
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INVENTIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS. 

Early  in  the  war  Mr.  David  Bufhnel,  of  Saybrook,  invented  a 
machine  iov  fulmarine  navigation,  altogether  different  from  any  thing 
hitherto  devifed  by  the  art  of  man  ;  this  machine  was  fo  conitriifted 
as  that  it  could  be  ro'.ved  horizontally,  at  any  given  depth,  under  wa- 
ter, and  could  be  raifed  or  deprelled  at  pleafure.  To  this  machine, 
called  the  American  turtle^  was  attached  a  magazine  of  powder, 
which  was  intended  to  be  faftened  under  the  bottom  of  a  flaip,  with 
a  driving  fcrew,  in  fuch  a  way  as  that  the  fame  ilroke  which  difen- 
gaged  it  from  the  machine  fliould  put  the  internal  clock-work  in 
motion  ;  this  being  done,  the  ordinary  operation  of  a  gun  lock,  at 
the  diltance  of  half  an  hour,  or  any  determinate  time,  would  caufe 
the  powder  to  explode  and  leave  the  eiFe6ts  to  the  common  laws  of 
nature.  The  limplicity,  yet  combination,  difcovered  in  the  me- 
chanifm  of  this  wonderful  machine,  have  been  acknowledged  by 
thofe  Skilled  in  phyfics,  and  pirticularly  hydraul'cs,  to  be  not  lefs 
ingenious  than  novel.  Mr.  Buflincl  invented  feveral  other  curious 
machines  for  the  annoyance  of  the  Britifli  fhipping,  but  from  acci- 
dents, not  militating  againft  the  philofophical  principles,  on  which 
their  fuccefs  depended,  they  but  partially  fucceeded.  He  deftroyed 
a  vefTel  in  the  charge  of  Commodore  Symmonds.  One  of  his  kegs 
alfo  deraoliflied  a  veffel  near  the  Long-Ifland  fhore.  About  Chrift- 
mas,  1777,  he  committed  to  the  Delaware  river  a  number  of  kegs, 
deftined  to  fall  among  the  Britifli  fleet  at  Philadelphia  ;  but  this  fqua- 
dron  of  kegs,  having  been  feparated  and  retarded  by  the  ice,  de- 
molifhed  but  a  fingle  boat.  This  cataflrophe,  however,  produced 
an  alarm,  unprecedented  in  its  nature  and  degree,  which  has  been 
fo  happily  defcribed  by  the  late  Hon.  Francis  Hopkinfon,  in  a  fong 
ftiled  *'  The  Battle  of  the  Kegs,"*  that  the  event  it  celebrates  will 
not  be  forgotten,  fo  long  as  mankind  fliall  continue  to  be  delighted 
.with  works  of  humour  and  taile. 

Mr.  Hanks,  of  Litchfield,  has  inveiited  a  method  of  winding  up 
clocks  by  means  of  air  or  wind  only,  which  is  ingenious,  and  prac- 
tifed  in  New-York  and  other  places. 

Mr.  Culver,  of  Norwich,  has  conftrinTted  a  dock  drudge,  which 
is  a  boat  for  clearing  docks  and  removing  bars  in  rivers — a  very  in- 
genious and  iifeful  machine  ;  its  good  effefts  have  already  been  ex- 

-   See  llopkinfou'5  Works,  lately  pubiijhed  in  Phibddphia. 
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perlenced  in  the  navigation  of  the  river  Thames,  the  channel  of 
which  has  been  confiderably  deepened ;  this  machine  will,  no  doubt, 
be  productive  of  very  great  advantages  to  navigation  throughoiit  the 
United  States. 

The  Rev.  Jofeph  Badger,  while  a  member  of  Yale  College,  in 
1785,  conftrufted  an  ingenious  ^/rt«f/«r/«w,  (without  ever  having 
feen  one  of  the  kind)  which  is  depofited  in  the  library  of  that  uni- 
verfity. 

Mr.  Chittenden,  of  New-Haven,  has  invented  a  ufeful  machine 
for  bending  and  cutting  card  teeth  ;  this  machine  is  put  in  motion 
by  a  mandril  twelve  inches  in  length,  and  one  inch  in  diameter ; 
connefled  with  the  mandril  are  fix  parts  of  the  machine,  indepen- 
dent of  each  other  ;  the  firft  introduces  a  certain  length  of  w;re  into 
the  chops  of  the  corone  ;  the  fecond  fliutb  the  chops,  and  holds  faft 
the  wire  in  the  middle  until  it  is  finillied ;  the  third  cuts  off  the 
wire  ;  the  fourth  doubles  the  tooth  in  proper  form  ;  the  fifth  makes 
the  lafl  bend  j  and  the  fixth  delivers  the  finiflied  tooth  from  the  ma- 
chine. The  mandril  is  nioved  by  a  band  wheel  five  leet  in  dia- 
meter, turned  by  a  trunk.  One  revolution  of  the  mandril  makes 
one  tooth  j  ten  are  made  in  a  fecond  j  thirty-fix  thoufand  in  an  hour. 
With  one  machine  like  this,  teeth  enough  might  be  made  to  fill 
cards  fufficient  for  all  the  manufadturers  in  New-England. 

CONSTITUTION  AND  COURTS  OF  JUSTICE. 

The  revolution,  which  fo  efientially  afFefted  the  governments  of 
moft  of  the  colonies,  produced  no  very  perceptible  alteration  in  the 
government  of  Connefticut.  While  under  the  ju]-ifdi6tion  of  Great- 
Britain  they  elected  their  own  governors,  and  all  fubordinate  civil 
officers,  and  made  their  own  laws,  in  the  fame  manner,  and  with  as  little 
eontroul,  as  they  now  do.  Connedicut  has  ever  been  a  republic, 
and  perhaps  as  perfect  and  as  happy  a  republic  as  has  ever  exifled  ; 
while  other  States,  more  monarchical  in  their  governinent  and  man- 
ners, have  been  under  a  neceffity  of  undertaking  the  difficult  tafk  of 
altering  their  old,  or  forming  new  conftitutions,  and  of  changing 
their  monarchical  for  republican  manners,  Conne6licut- has  uninter- 
ruptedly proceeded  in  her  old  track,  both  as  to  government  and 
manners  ;  and,  by  thefe  means,  has  avoided  thole  convulfions  which 
hr^ve  rent  other  States  into  violent  parties. 

The  conftitution  of  Connedicut  is  founded  on  the  charter  which 
was  granted  by  Charles  II.  in   1662,  and  on  a  law  01  the  State. 

N  n  z  Agree- 
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Agreeably  to  this  charter,  the  fupreme  legiflative  authority  of  the 
State  is  veiled  in  a  governor,  lieutenant-governor,  twelve  affiftants 
or  counfellors,  and  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people,  ftiled  the  Gene- 
ral Aflembly.  The  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and  affiftants,  are 
annually  chofen  by  the  freemen  in  the  month  of  May.  The  repre- 
fentatives (their  number  not  to  exceed  two  from  each  town)  are 
chofen  by  the  freemen  twice  a  year,  to  attend  the  two  annual  fef- 
fions,  on  the  fecond  Thurfdays  in  May  and  Oftober.  This  Aflembly 
has  power  to  ereft  judicatories  for  the  trial  of  caufes,  civil  and  cri- 
minal, and  to  ordain  and  eftablifli  laws  for  I'ettling  the  forms  and  ce- 
remonies of  government.  By  thefe  laws  the  General  Aflembly  is  di- 
vided into  two  branches,  called  the  Upper  and  Lower  Houfes.  The 
Upper  Houfe  is  compofed  of  the  governor,  lieutenant-governor  and 
afliftants.  The  Lower  Houfe  of  the  reprefentatives  of  the  people. 
No  law  can  pafs  without  the  concurrence  of  both  Houfes.  The 
judges  of  the  fuperior  court  hold  their  offices  during  the  pleafure  of 
the  General  Aflembly.  The  judges  of  tlie  county  courts,  and  juf- 
tices,  are  annually  appointed.  Sheriffs  are  appointed  by  the  gover- 
'  nor  and  coiincil,  without  limitation  of  time.  The  governor  is  cap- 
tain-general of  the  militia,  the  lieutenant-governor  lieutenant-gene- 
ral. AH  other  military  officers  are  appointed  by  the  Aflembly,  and 
commiflioned  by  the  governor. 

The  mode  of  electing  the  governor,  lieotenant-governor,  affiftants, 
treafurer  and  fecretary,  is  as  follows  :  the  freemen  in  the  feveral  towns 
meet  on  the  Monday  next  after  the  firft;  Tuefday  in  April  annually, 
and  give  in  their  votes  for  the  perfons  they  chufe  for  the  faid  offices 
refpeftively,  with  their  names  written  on  a  piece  of  pnpei-,  which 
are  received  and  fealed  up  by  a  conftable  in  open  meeting,  the  votes 
for  each  office  by  themfelves,  with  the  name  of  the  town  and  office 
written  on  the  outlide.  Thefe  votes,  thus  fealed,  are  fent  to  the 
General  Aflembly  in  May,  and  there  counted  by  a  committee  from 
both  Houfes.  All  freemen  are  eligible  to  any  office  in  government. 
In  chufing  affiftants,  twenty  perfons  are  nominated,  by  the  vo;e  of 
each  freeman,  at  the  freeman's  meeting  for  chufing  reprefentatives 
in  September  annually.  Thefe  votes  are  fealed  up,  and  fent  to  the 
General  AiTembly  in  Oftober,  and  are  there  counted  by  a  committee 
of  both  Houfes,  and  the  twenty  perfons  v.'ho  have  the  moft  votes 
ftand  in  nomination  ;  out  of  which  number  the  twelve  who  have  the 
greateft  number  of  votes,  given  by  the  frejmen  at  their  meeting  in 
April,  are  in  May  declared  affiftants  in  the  manner  above  mentioned. 

The 
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The  qualifications  of  freemen  are,  quiet  and  peaceable  behaviour, 
a  civil  converfiuion,  and  freehold  eftate  to  the  vabie  of  furty  fhil- 
lings  per  annum,  or  forty  pounds  perlonal  eftate  in  the  lift,  certified 
by  the  feleil  men  of  the  town ;  it  is  neceilary,  alfo,  that  they  take 
the  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State.  Their  names  are  inroUed  in  the 
town-clerk's  office,  and  they  continue  freemen  for  life,  unlefs  dis- 
franchifcd  by  fentence  of  the  fuperior  court,  on  conviftion  of  raif- 
demcanor. 

The  courts  arc  as  follow  : — The  juftices  of  the  peace,  of  whom 
a  number  are  aimually  appointed  in  each  town  by  the  General  Af- 
fembly,  have  authority  to  hear  and  determine  civil  aftions,  where  the 
demand  does  not  exceed  four  pound?.  If  the  demand  exceeds  forty 
fliillings  an  appeal  to  the  county  is  allowed.  They  have  cognifancc 
of  fmall  offences,  and  may  punifli  by  fine,  not  exceeding  forty  fliil- 
lings,  or  whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  ftripes,  or  fitting  in  the  (locks. 
There  are  eight  county  courts  in  the  State,  held  in  the  feveral  coun- 
ties by  one  judge,  and  four  juftices  of  the  quorum,  who  have  jurif- 
dii^ion  of  all  criminal  cafes  arifing  within  their  refpetftive  counties, 
where  the  punifliment  does  not  extend  to  life,  limb,  or  banifliment. 
They  have  original  jurifdicfion  of  all  civil  adions  which  exceed  the 
jurifdiclion  of  a  juftice.  Either  party  may  appeal  to  the  fuperior 
court,  if  the  demand  exceeds  20I.  except  on  bonds  or  notes  vouched 
by  two  witnefies. 

There  are  feveral  courts  of  probate  in  each  county,  coiififiing  of 
one  judge.  The  peculiar  province  of  this  court  is,  the  j.robate  of 
wills,  granting  adminiilration  on  inteftnte  eftates,  oidcring  dif- 
tribution  of  them,  and  appointing  guardians  for  minora,  &c.  Atx 
appeal  lies  from  any  decree  of  this  court  to  the  fuperior  court. 

The  fuperior  court  confifts  of  five  judges.  It  has  authority  in 
all  criminal  cafes  extending  to  life,  limb,  or  banifliment,  and  other 
high  crimes  and  mifdemeanors ;  to  grant  divorces  ;  and  to  licar  and 
determine  all  civil  aftions  brought  by  appeal  from  the  county  courts, 
or  the  court  of  probate,  and  to  correft  the  errors  of  all  inferior 
courts.  This  is  a  circuit  court,  and  has  tvvo  dated  feflions  in  each 
county  annually.  The  fuperior  and  county  courts  try  matters  of 
faSi  by  jury,  or  without,  if  the  parties  will  agree. 

There  is  a  fupreme  court  of  enors,  conlifting  of  the  lieutenant- 
governor  and  the  twelve  aflift;mts  ;  their  fole  bufincfs  is  to  determine 
writs  of  error  brought  on  judgments  of  the  iuperior  court,  where 
tjie  error  complained  of  appears  on  the  record.    They  have  two 

dated 
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ftated  feffions  annually,  viz.  on  the  Tuefdays  of  the  weeks  pre- 
ceding the  ftated  feiHons  of  the  General  AfTerably. 

The  county  court  is  a  court  of  chancery,  empowered  to  hear  and 
determine  cafes  in  equity,  where  the  matter  in  demand  does  not 
exceed  one  hundred  pounds.  The  fuperior  court  has  cognifance  of 
all  cafes  where  the  demand  exceeds  that  fum.  Error  may  be  brought 
from  the  county  to  the  fuperior  court,  and  from  the  fuperior  court 
to  the  fupreme  court  of  errors,  on  judgment  in  cafes  of  equity  as 
well  as  of  law. 

The  General  AlTembly  only  have  power  to  grant  pardons  and  re- 
prieves— to  grant  commiflions  of  bankruptcy — or  prote£t  the  perfons 
and  eftates  of  unfortunate  debtors. 

The  common  law  of  England,  fo  far  as  it  is  applicable  to  this 
country,  is  confidered  as  the  common  law  of  this  State.  The  re- 
port of  adjudication  in  the  courts  of  king's  bench^  common  pleas, 
and  chancery,  are  read  in  the  courts  of  this  State  as  authorities ; 
yet  the  judges  do  not  confider  them  as  conclufively  binding,  unlefs 
founded  on  folid  reafons  which  will  apply  in  this  State,  or  fanftioned 
by  concurrent  adjudications  of  their  own  courts. 

The  feudal  fyftem  of  defcents  was  never  adopted  in  this  State.  All 
the  real  eftate  of  inteflates  is  divided  equally  among  the  children, 
males  and  females,  except  that  the  elded  fon  has  a  double  portion. 

And  all  eftates  given  in  tail  muil:  be  given  to  fome  perfon  then  in 
Jieing,  or  to  their  immediate  ifTue,  and  Ihall  become  fee  fimple  eftates 
to  the  iffue  of  the  firft  donee  in  tail.  The  widow  of  an  inteftate  is 
entitled  to  a  third  part  of  the  perfonal  eftate  for  ever,  and  to  her 
dower,  or  third  part  of  the  houfes  and  lands  belonging  to  the  intef- 
tate at  the  time  of  his  death,  during  her  life. 

PRACTICE    OF    LAW. 

The  practice  of  law  in  this  State  has  more  ftmplicity,  but  lefs  pre- 
cifion,  than  in  England.  Affiftants  and  judges  are  empowered  to 
iffue  writs  through  the  State,  and  juftices  through  their  refpedive 
counties.  Jn  thefe  writs  the  fubftance  of  the  complaints,  or  the  de- 
clarations muft  be  contained,  and  if  neither  of  the  parties  ftiew 
good  reafon  fur  delay,  the  caufes  are  heard  and  determined  the  iame 
term  to  which  tlie  writs  are  returnable.  Few  of  the  fi61:iens  of  law, 
fo  common  in  the  Englifli  praftice,  are  known  in  this  State.  The 
plaintiff  always  has  his  eledlion  to  attach  or  fummon  the  defendant. 
Attornies  are  admitted  and  qualilied  by  the  county  courts.     Previous 

to 
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to  their  admiffion  to  the  bar,  they  muft  ftudy  two  years  with  a  prar- 
tifing  attorney  in  the  State,  if  they  have  had  a  college  education,  and 
three  years  if  they  have  not ;  their  morals  muft  be  good,  and  their* 
characters  unblemiflied,  and  they  muftfuftain  an  examination  by  the 
attornies  of  the  court  of  the  county  where  they  are  admitted,  and  be 
by  them  recommended  to  the  court.  When  admitted  to  the  county 
court,  they  can  pradife,  without  other  qualifications,  in  any  court  in 
the  State.  There  are,  upon  an  average,  about  fifteen  attornies  to 
each  county,  oiie  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  State ;  a  very  great  pro- 
portion for  the  real  exigencies  of  the  people.  Yet  from  the  litigious 
fpirit  of  the  citizens,  the  moft  of  them  find  employment  and  fupport. 
There  is  no  attorue3''-general,  but  there  is  one  attorney  to  the  State  in 

each  county. 

IMODE  OF  LEVYING  TAXES. 

All  freeholders  in  this  State  are  required  by  law  to  give  in  lifts  of 
their  rateable  eftate,  fuch  as  horfes,  horned  cattle,  cultivated  and 
uncultivated  land,  houfes,  ihipping,  all  forts  of  riding-carriages, 
clocks  and  watches,  filvcr  plate,  money  at  interert,  &c.  and  of  their 
polls,  including  all  males  between  fixteen  and  feventy  years  of  age, 
imlefs  exempted  by  law,  to  perfons  appointed  in  the  refpe6tive  towns 
to  receive  them,  on  or  before  the  20th  of  Auguft  annually.  Thefe 
are  valued  according  to  law,  arranged  in  proper  order,  and  fent  to 
the  General  Affembly  annually  in  May. 

The  fum  total  of  the  lift  of  the  polls  and  rateable  eftate  of  the  inha- 
bitants of  Conne(5licut,  as  brought  in  to  the  General  Aftembly  in  May 
1787,  was  as  follows : 

£,  s,    J, 

Sum  total  of  the  fingle  lift  •  ,'         1,484,901     6     4I 

Afleffments         .  .  ,  .  ,  47,790     2     9 

One  quarter  of  the  four- folds  *  .  1,176     9    4 


Total    £,  1,533,867  18     5| 


Having  thus  taken  a  general  view  of  the  New-England  States,  we 
cannot  help  obferving,  that  prefent  appearances  warrant  us  in  con- 
cluding that  induftry  and  happinefs  are  in  a  very  great  degree  blended 
in  them,  that  they  offer  every  encouragement  for  the  former,  and 
furnifti  every  thing  neceflary  to  promote  the  latter  in  a  virtuous 
mind.  In  thefe  States,  the  principles  of  liberty  are  univerfally  under- 
fed, felt,  and  adcd  upon,  as  much  by  the  fimple  as  the  wife,  the 
4  weak 
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weak  as  the  ftrong.  Their  deep-rooted  and  inveterate  habit  of  thintc- 
ing  is,  that  aJI  men  are  equal  in  their  rights^  that  it  is  itnpojfible  to  make 
thc?n  otberivife  ;  and  this  being  their  nndillurbed  belief,  they  have  no 
conception  how  any  man  in  his  fenfes  can  entertuiin  any  other.  This 
point  once  fettled,  every  thing  is  fettled.  Many  operations  which  in 
Europe  have  been  confidered  as  incredible  tales  or  dangerous  experi- 
ments, are  but  the  infallible  confequences  of  this  principle.  The 
firft  of  thefe  operations  is  the  lujincfs  of  ele£lion^  which,  with  the 
people  of  New-England,  is  carried  on  with  as  much  gravity  as  their 
daily  labour.  There  is  no  jealoufy  on  the  occafion,  nothing  lucra- 
tive in  office  ;  any  man  in  fociety  may  attain  to  any  place  in  the  go- 
vernment, and  may  exercife  its  funftions.  They  beheve  that  there  is 
nothing  more  difficult  in  the  management  of  the  affairs  of  a  nation, 
than  the  affairs  of  a  flimily  ;  that  it  only  requires  more  hands.  They 
believe  that  it  is  the  juggle  of  keeping  up  impofitions  to  blind  the 
eyes  of  the  vulgar,  that  conftitutes  the  intricacy  of  ftate.  Banifh  the 
inyfticifm  of  inequality,  and  you  banifh  almoft  all  the  evils  attendant 
on  human  nature. 

The  people  being  habituated  to  the  eleftion  of  all  kinds  of  officers, 
the  magnitude  of  the  office  makes  no  difficulty  in  the  cafe.  Every 
officer  is  chofen  with  as  little  commotion  as  a  churchwarden.  There 
is  a  public  fervice  to  be  performed,  and  the  people  fay  who  ihall  do 
k.  The  fervant  feels  honoured  with  the  confidence  repofed  in 
him,  and  generally  exprelTes  his  gratitude  by  a  faithful  per- 
formance. 

Another  of  thefe  operations  is  making  every  citizen  a  foldier,  and 
every  ibldier  a  citizen  ;  not  only  permitting  every  man  to  arm,  but 
obliging  him  to  arm.  This  fad,  toid  in  Europe  previous  to  the  revo- 
lution, would  have  gained  little  credit ;  or  at  Icafl  it  would  have  been 
regarded  as  a  mark  of  an  uncivilized  people,  extremely  dangerous  to 
a  well-ordered  fociety.  Men  who  build  fyftems  on  an  inverfion  of 
nature,  are  obliged  to  invert  eveiy  thing  that  is  to  make  part  of  that 
fyftem.  It  is  becaufe  the  people  are  civilized,  that  they  are  with 
fafety  armed.  It  is  an  effeft  of  their  conftious  dignity,  as  citizens 
enjoying  equal  rights,  that  they  wi(h  not  to  invade  the  rights  of 
others.  The  danger,  where  there  is  any,  from  armed  citizens,  is  only 
to  the  government,  not  to  the  fociety  ;  and  as  long  as  they  have  no- 
thing to  revenge  in  the  government  (which  they  cannot  have  while 
il  is  in  their  own  hands)  there  are  many  advantages  in  their  being 
accuftomed  to  the  ufe  of  arms,  and  no  poffible  dil'advantage. 

Pov:er^ 
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Poiver,  habitually  in  the  hands  of  a  whole  community,  lofes  ail 
the  ordinary  aflbciated  ideas  of  power.  The  exercife  of  power  is  a 
relative  term  ;  it  fuppofesnn  oppofition,  fomething  to  operate  upon. 
We  perceive  no  exertion  of  power  in  the  motion  of  the  planetary 
fyftem,  but  a  very  flrong  one  in  the  movement  of  a  whirlwind  ;  it  is 
becaufe  we  fee  obftruftions  to  the  latter,  but  none  to  the  former. 
Where  the  government  is  not  in  the  hands  of  the  people,  there  you 
find  oppofition,  you  perceive  two  contending  interefts,  and  get  an 
idea  of  the  exercife  of  pov\'er ;  and  whether  this  power  be  in  the 
hands  of  the  government  or  of  the  people,  or  whether  it  change  from 
fide  to  fide,  it  is  alwavs  to  be  dreaded.  But  the  word  people  in 
America  has  a  different  meaning  from  what  it  has  in  Europe.  It 
there  means  the  whole  community,  and  comprehends  every  human 
ci'eature ;  hence  it  is  impoilible  but  the  government  mufl  prote£t  the 
people,  and  the  people,  as  a  natural  confequence,  fupport  the  govern- 
ment as  their  own  legitimate  offspring. 


Vol.  H.  Oo  MIDDL 
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MIDDLE    STATES. 


YEW-YORK,  DELAWARE, 

NEW-JERSEY,  TERRITORY  N.  W.  of  OHIO, 

PENNSYLVANIA, 


BOUNDED  north,  by  Upper  Canada,  from  which  they  are  fepa^ 
rated  by  the  lakes  ;  eaft,  by  the  New-England  States ;  fouth,  by  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  Maryland,  Virginia,  and  the  Ohio  river,  which  fe- 
parate  them  from  Kentucky  ;  wefr,  by  the  Miffiffippi  river. 

RIVERS  AND  BAYS. 

The  principal  rivers  in  this  difrritl  are,  the  Hndfon,  the  Dela- 
ware, the  Sufquehannah,  the  Ohio,  the  Miffiffippi,  and  their 
branches.  York,  Delaware,  and  part  of  Chefapeak  bays  are  in  tkiy 
diltria. 

CLIMATE. 

The  climate  of  this  grand  divifion,  lying  almofl  in  the  fame  la- 
titudes, varies  b\it  little  from  that  of  iSTevv-England  :  there  are  no 
t\vo  fucceffive  years  alike ;  even  the  fame  fucceffive  feafons  and 
7nonths  differ  from  each  other  every  year  :  and  there  is,  perhaps, 
but  one  fteady  trait  in  the  charafter  of  this  climate,  and  that  is,  it 
is  uniformly  A^ariable :  the  changes  of  weather  are  great,  and 
frequently  fudden.  The  range  of  the  quickfilver  in  Fahrenheit"* 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  is  between  the  24thdegre«: 
belov%  and  the  locth  degree  above  cypher;  and  it  has  been  known 
to  vary  fifty  degrees  in  the  couife  of  twenty-fix  hours.  Such  altera- 
tions are  uch  mory  confidcrable  along  the  coafl  than  in  tlie  interior 
and  midland  parts  of  the  country  ;  and,  wherever  they  prevail,  are 
accompanied  with  proportionate  changes  in  the  air,  from  calms  ta 
winds,  and  from  moirture  to  drynefs.  Storms  and  hurricanes  fome- 
tirnes  happen,  which  are  {o  violent  as  to  overfet  veflels,  demoliflu 
fences,  uproot  trees,  and  unroof  buildings.  Droughts,  of  fix  weeks 
or  two  mouths  continuance,    occur  aovv  and  then.    Rain  has  beeiv 
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two  fncceilive  years  alike ;  even  the  fame  fuccefhve  feafons  and 
inonths  differ  from  each  other  every  year  :  and  there  is,  perhaps, 
but  one  fteady  trait  in  the  charafter  of  this  climate,  and  that  is,  ic 
is  uniformly  variable :  the  changes  of  weather  are  great,  and 
frequently  fuddcn.  The  range  of  the  quickfilver  in  Fahrenheit'* 
thermometer,  according  to  Dr.  Mitchell,  is  between  the  24th  degree 
below,  and  the  locth  degree  above  cypher;  and  it  has  been  knowa 
to  vary  fifty  degrees  in  the  courfe  of  twenty-fix  hours.  Such  altera- 
tions are  uch  mort  confiderable  along  the  coafl:  than  in  tlie  interior 
and  midland  parts  of  the  country  ;  and,  wherever  they  prevail,  are 
accompanied  with  proportionate  changes  in  the  air,  from  calms  to^ 
winds,  and  from  moifture  to  drynefs.  Storms  and  hurricanes  fome- 
times  happen,  which  are  fo  violent  as  to  overfet  veflels,  demolifli 
fences,  uproot  trees,  and  unroof  buildings.  Droughts,  of  fix  weeks 
or  two  mouths  coi;t>nuance,   occur  aov/  and  then.    Rain  has  been- 
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Icnown  to  fall  in  fiich  abundance  that  the  earth,  by  meafurement, 
has  received  fix,  five  inches  on  a  level,  in  the  (liort  fpace  of  four 
hours.*  The  quantity  of  water  which  falls  in  rain  and  fnow,  one 
year  with  another,  amounts  to  from  twenty-four  to  thirty-fix  inches,  f 
In  the  northern  parts  of  this  diftrid  the  fnow  falls  in  larger  quanti- 
ties, lies  longer,  and  the  cold  is  more  fteady  and  intenfe,  by  many 
degrees,  than  in  the  fouthern  ;  hence  the  climate  of  the  former  is 
more  agreeable  in  winter,  and  that  of  the  latter  in  fummer.  The 
more  weather  is  generally  in  the  month  of  July  ;  but  intenfely 
warm  days  are  often  felt  in  May,  June,  Auguft",  and  September. — 
Dr.  Rittenhoufe  fays,  that  during  his  refidence  in  the  country,  ia 
the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  he  never  had  palfed  a  fummer  without 
difcovering  froft  in  every  month  in  the  year,  except  July.  The 
greateft  degree  of  heat  upon  record  in  Philadel|)hia,  in  1789,  was 
90".  The  ftandard  temperature  of  air  in  Philadelphia  is  52I  degrees, 
which  is  the  temperature  of  their  deepeft  wells,  and  the  mean  heat 
of  their  common  fpring  water.  There  are  feldom  more  than  four 
months  in  the  year  in  which  the  weather  is  agreeable  without  a  fire : 
in  winter,  the  winds  generally  come  from  the  north-weft  in  fair,  and 
from  the  north-eaft  in  wet  weather.  The  north-weft  winds  are  un. 
commonly  dry  as  well  as  cold. 

The  climate  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains  differs 
materially  from  that  on  the  eaft  fide,  in  the  temperature  of  the  air, 
and  the  effefts  of  the  wind  upon  the  weather,  and  in  the  quantity  of 
rain  and  fnow  which  fall  every  year.  The  f  )Uth-weft  winds  on  the 
weft  fide  of  the  mountain  are  accompanied  by  cold  and  rain.  The 
temperature  of  the  air  is  feldom  fo  cold  or  fo  hot,  by  feveral  de- 
grees, as  on  the  eaft  fide  of  the  mountain. 

On  the  whole,  it  appears  that  the  climate  of  this  divifion  of  the 
United  States  is  a  compound  of  moft  of  the  cHmates  in  the  world — it 
has  the  jnoifture  of  Ireland  in  the  fpring — the  heat  of  Africa  in  fum- 
mer— the  temperature  of  Italy  in  June — the  Iky  of  Egypt  in  au- 
tumn— the  fnow  and  cold  of  Norway,  and  the  ice  of  Holland  ia 
winter — the  tempefts,  in  a  certain  degree,  of  the  Weft-Indies  in 
every  feafon — and  the  variable  winds  and  weather  of  Great^-Britaifi  in 
every  month  of  tha  year. 

From  this  account  of  the  climate  of  this  diftriifV,  it  is  eafy  to  afcer- 
$ain  what  degrees  of  health,  and  whatdifeafes  prevail.     As  the  inha- 

*  Dr.  Mltthill.  f  Dr.  R^lb, 
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bitants  have  the  climates,  io  they  have  the  acute  difeafes  of  all  the. 
countries  that  have  been  mentioned.  Although  it  might  be  fup- 
pofed,  that  with  fuch  changes  and  varieties  in  the  weather,  there 
would  be  connefted  epidemical  difeafes  and  an  unwholfome  cli- 
mate, yet,  on  the  whole,  it  is  found  in  tiiis  diftrift  to  be  as  healthy 
as  any  part  of  the  United  States.* 

HISTORY  OF  ITS  SETTLEMENT,  t£fc. 

N  E  W-Y  O  R  K. ,  , 

The  colony  of  Nev/-York  was  fettled  by  the  Dutch,  who  named'  it.- 
the  New-Netherlands.  Charles  H.  refolved  upon  its  conqueft  in  i664> 
and  in  March  granted  to  his  brother  the  Duke  of  York,  thg  region 
extending  from  the  weftern  banks  of  Connecticut  to  the  eaftern  Ihore 
<7f  the  Delaware,  together  with  Long-liland,  conferring  on  him  the 
civil  and  military  powers  of  government.  Colonel  Nichols  was  fent 
•with  four  frigates  and  three  hundred  foldiers  to  efFcifl  the  biilinefs. 
The  Dutch  governor  being  unable  to  make  refiftance,  the  New-Ne- 
therlands fubmitted  to  the  Englifh  crown  in  September,  without  any 
other  change  than  of  rulers.  Few  of  the  Dutch  removed  :  and  Nichols 
inilantly  entered  upon  the  exercife  of  his  power,  as  deputy-governor 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  the  proprietary. 

In  July  1673,  the  Dutch  re-pofleffed  therafelves  of  the  provinces 
by  attacking  it  fuddenly  when  in  a  defencelefs  ftate.  By  the  peace  in. 
February  following  it  was  reftored.  The  validity  of  the  grant, 
while  the  Dutch  were  in  quiet  pofleffion,  having  been  queftioned,  the 
Duke  of  York  thought  it  prudent  to  obtain  a  new  one  the  following 
June  ;  and  Edmund  Andros  halving  been  appointed  governor,  the 
Dutch  refigned  their  authority  to  him  in  Oitober.  Thus  was  New- 
York  regained  ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  again  enflaved  to  the  will 
of  the  conqueror  ;  for  being  admitted  to  no  fliare  in  the  legiflature, 
they  were  fubjeft  to  laws  to  which  they  had  never  aflented. 

To  be  relieved  from  a  fervitude  that  had  degraded  the  colony,  and 
iiow  gave  diffatisfaftion  to  every  one,  the  council,  the  court  of  af- 
fizes,  and  the  corporation  of  New-York,  concurred  in  foliciting  the 
Duke  "  to  permit  the. people  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power." 

*  The  foregoing;  remarks  are  grounded  on  the  authorities  of  Dr,  Rufh  and  Dr. 
Mitcliill,  who  have  publifheJ  the  refult  of  their  inquiries  in  Mr.  Carey's  Mufcum, 
vols.  6th  and  7th. 

The 
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IThc  Duke,  though  ftrongly  prejudiced  agaiiifi:  democratic  afTcm- 
blies,  yet,  in  expectation  that  the  inhabitants  would  agree  to  raife 
money  to  difchargethe  public  debts,  and  to  fettle  fucha  fund  for  the 
future  as  might  be  fiifficient  for  the  maintenance  of  the  govcrnmeiH 
and  garrifon,  informed  the  lieutenant-governor,  in  1682,  that  "he 
intended  to  eftablifli  the  fame  frame  of  goveriunent  as  the  other  plan- 
tations enjoyed,  particularly  in  the  choofing  of  an  aflembly." 

Mr.  Dongan  was  appointed  governor  in  September,  and  inllrudted 
to  call  an  aflembly,  to  confift:  of  a  council  of  ten,  and  of  a  houfe  of 
renrefcntatives,  chofen  by  the  freeholders,  of  the  number  of  ei'^^hteeii 
members.  The  alTembly  was  empowered  to  make  laws  for  the 
people,  agreeable  to  the  general  jurifprudence  of  the  flate  of  Eng- 
land, which  fliould  be  of  no  force,  hov/ever,  without  the  ratification 
of  the  proprietary.  "  Thus  the  inhabitants  of  New-York,  after  be- 
ing ruled  almoft  twenty  years  at  the  will  of  the  Duke's  deputies,  were 
firil:  admitted  to  participate  in  the  legiflative  power." 

An  afTembly  was  called  on  governor  Dongan's  arrival,  which  paf- 
fed  an  a6l  of  general  naturalization,  in  order  to  give  equal  privileges 
to  the  various  kinds  of  people  then  inhabiting  the  province  ;  toge- 
ther with  an  a£t  "  declaring  the  liberties  of  the  people  ;"  as  alfo  one 
*'  for  defraying  the  requifite  charges  of  government  for  a  limited  time." 
The  legiflature  was  convened  once  more  in  Auguft  1684,  when  it 
explained  the'laft  act.  Thefe  feem  to  have  been  the  only  afiemblies 
called  prior  to  the  revolution. 

When  the  Duke  became  King  of  England,  he  refufed  to  confirai 
that  grant  of  privileges  to  which  as  Duke  he  had  agreed.  He  eitab- 
liflied  a  real  tyranny,  and  reduced  New-York  once  more  to  the  de- 
plorable condition  of  a  conquered  province. 

NEW    JERSEY. 

New-Jerfey,  which  was  alfo  taken  from  the  Dutch  (who  were  con- 
iidered  as  having  no  right  to  any  of  their  fettlements  in  thefe  parts  of 
America)  was  included  in  the  grant  to  the  Duke  of  York.  The 
Duke  difpofed  of  it  to  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir  George  Carteret,  in 
1664,  who  being  fole  proprietors,  for  the  better  fettlement  of  it 
agreed  upon  certain  conftitutions  of  government,  fo  well  reliflied, 
that  the  eaftern  parts  were  foon  confiderably  peopled.  One  of  the 
ftipulations  was,  "  no  qualified  perfon,  at  any  time,  fliali  be  any 
ways  molefted,  punlfiied,  difquieted,  or  called  into  queflion,  for  any 
difference  in  opinion  or  praAice  in  matters  of  religious  concernments, 

who 
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who  does  not  actually  difturb  the  civil  peace  of  the  province  ;  but  al|. 
and  every  fuch  perfon  and  perfons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all 
times,  freely  and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their  judgments  and 
.confciences,  in  matters  of  religion,  they  behaving  themfelves  peace- 
ably and  quietly,  and  not  uung  this  liberty  to  licentioufnefs,  nor  to 
the  civil  injury  or  outward  difcurbance  of  others;  "  any  law,  lla- 
■lute,  or  claufe  contained,  or  to  be  contained,  ufage  or  cuftom 
of  the  realm  of  England,  to  the  contrary  thereof  in  any  wife  notwith- 
-ilanding."  * 

The  lords  proprietors  further  agreed,  ''  for  the  better  fecurity  of  all 
the  inhabitants  in  the  province — that  they  are  not  to  impofe,  nor  suf- 
TER  TO  EE  IMPOSED,  any  tax,  cuftom,  fubfidy,  tallage,  affeifment,  or 
any  other  duty"whatfoever,  upon  any  colour  or  pretence,  upon  the  faid 
province  and  inhabitants  thereof,  other  than  what  fliall  be  impoled 
by  the  authority  andconfent  of  the  General  A!Tembly."f  What  can 
more  ftrongly  exprefs  the  then  opinion  of  Lord  Berkley  and  Sir 
George  Carteret,  as  to  the  parliament's  having  no  right  to  tax  the 
inhabitants  of  the  province,  polTened  by  them  as  lord§  pro- 
prietors ! 

Lord  Berkley  fold  his  moiety  of  the  province  to  John  Fenwick,  in 
trull  for  Edv/ard  Byllinge  and  his  affigns  in  1674.  After  which  the 
proprietors,  E.  Byllinge,  William  Penn,  Gawen  Lawrie,  Nicholas 
Lucas,  and  Edmond  Warner,  of  the  Quaker  perfuafion,  agreed  with 
Sir  George  Carteret  upon  adivifion,  1676  ;  and  that  his  moiety  fliould 
be  called  New  Eaft-Jerfey,  and  their's  New  Weft-Jerfey.  The  agree- 
ment refpefting  the  not  impofing  or  fuftering  to  be  impofed  any 
tax,  &c.  was  adopted  ;  the  other  ftipulation  is  worded  fomewhat 
differently ;  *'  no  men,  nor  number  of  men  upon  earth,  hath 
power  or  authority  to  rule  over  men's  eonfciences  in  religious  mat- 
ters ;  therefore  it  is  confented,  agreed  find  ordained,  that  no  perfon, 
or  perfons  whatfoever  within  the  province,  at  any  time  or  times 
hereafter,  Ihall  be  any  ways,  upon  any  pretence  vvhatfoever,  called 
in  quellion,  or  in  the  leaft  punilhedor  l,iurt,  either  in  perfon,  efiate, 
or  privilege,  for  the  fake  of  his  opinion,  judgment,  faith,  or  vvor- 
fiiip towards  God,  in  matters  of  religion  ;  but  that  all  and  every  fuch 
perfon  and  perfons  may,  from  time  to  time,  and  at  all  times,  freely 
and  fully  have  and  enjoy  his  and  their jinlgments,  and  the  exercife  of 
their  eonfciences,  in  iiiatters  of  religious  worfliip,  throughout  all  the 

*   Smith"?  Hiflory  cf  New-JeiTc\',  p- 513..  f  ILid.  p.  517. 

I  pro- 


OF    THE    MIDDLE    STATES.  28;^ 

province."*  It  was  alio  agreed,  "  that  all  eletliojis  be  nor  deter- 
mined by  the  common  and  confuled  way  of  cries  and  voices,  but  by 
putting  balls  into  balloting  boxes,  to  be  provided  for  that  purpofe, 
for  the  prevention  of  all  partiality,  and  whereby  every  man  n"i:iy  freely 
choofe  according  to  his  own  judgment  and  honeft  intention. '"f 

Soon  after,  many  Quakers  reforted  to  Weft-Jerfey  from  England, 
and  the  country  filled  apace.  Jhit  the  people  early  experienced  the 
dreadful  effeils  of  arbitrary  power.  Major  Andros,  the  governor  of 
New-York,  impofed  ten  per  cent,  on  all  goods  imported  at  the  Hoar- 
Kill,  J  and  demanded  five  per  cent,  of  the  fettlers  at  arrival  or  after- 
ward, though  neither  Weft-Jerfey,  nor  the  Hoar-Kill,  was  le- 
gally under  his  jvu'ifdicftion.  They  complained  of  the  hardfliip 
from  the  fir  ft,  but  bore  it  patiently,  till  about  1680,  when  applica-^ 
tion  was  ninde  to  tlie  Duke  of  York,  who  referred  the  matter  to  the 
council,  where  it  refted  for  a  confiderable  time,  and  then  was  re- 
ported in  their  favour,  and  the  duty  ordered  to  be  difcontinued. 
Among  the  arguments  ufed  by  Meffrs.  V/illiam  Penn,  George  Hut- 
chinfbn  and  others,  chiefly,  if  not  all  quakers,  in  the  paper  pre- 
fented  to  the  Duke's  commiffioners,  were  thefe,  **  powers  of  govern- 
ment are  exprefsly  granted  in  the  conveyance  Lord  Berkley  made  iis, 
for  that  only  could  have  induced  us  to  buy  it;  and  the  reafon  li 
plain,  becaufe  to  all  prudent  men,  the  government  of  any  place  is 
more  inviting  than  the  foil;  for  what  is  good  land  without  good 
Jaws  ?  the  better  the  worfe.  And  if  we  could  liot  affure  people  of  afi 
cafy  and  free,  and  fafe  government,  both  with  refpect  to  their  fpi* 
ritual  and  worldly  property,  that  is,  an  uninterrupted  liberty  of  con- 
fcience,  and  an  inviolable  poirefiion  of  their  civil  rights  and  fred^ 
doms,  by  a  juftrand  wife  government,  a  mere  v/ildernefs  would  be  n6 
encouragement  ;  for  it  \vere  a  madnefs  to  leave  a  free,  good,  and 
improved  country,  to  plant  in  a  wildernefs,  and  there  adventure  man^f 
fhoufands  of  pounds,  to  give  an  abfolute  title  to  another  perion  to  tax 
us  at  will  and  pleafure.  Natural  right  and  human  prndence  oppofe 
fuch  doctrine  all  the  woild  over,  as  fays,  "  that  people,  free  by  law; 
and  under  their  prince  at  home,  are  at  his  mercy  in  the  plantation! 
abroad."  The  king's  gi'ant  to  the  Duke  of  York  is  plainly  rcftrlc- 
tiveto  the  laws  and  government  of  England.     Now,  v,*e  humbly  coit* 

*  Snrtli,  p.  5j3,   529.  f  Ibid.  536. 

*  Corrupted  by  time  into  \Vl;oic-KHl.  Tiie  names  of  many  livers,  in  New- 
Yo:k  governm>.nt  pariiculvly^    tcrmi;  at;   wich   tiJ,    Vt'hich   means  boih  river  ani 
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■ceive.  It  is  made  a  fundamental  in  our  conftitution  and  governmen!, 
that  the  King  of  England  cannot  juftly  take  his  fubjefts  goods  with- 
out their  confent:  this  needs  no  more  to  be  proved  than  a  principle'^ 
it  \?,  jus  indigene^  an  home-born  right,  declared  to  be  law  by  divers 
Hatutes;  as  in  the  great  charter,  ch.  29,  and  thirty- fourth  Ed.  IIL 
ch.  s  ;  again  tvventy-fifih  Ed.  ch.  7.*  To  give  up  the  power  of 
inaking  laws  is  to  change  the  government,  to  fell  or  rather  refign  our- 
felves  to  the  will  of  another,  and  that  for  nothing  ;  for  we  buy  nothing 
of  the  Duke,  if  not  the  right  of  an  undifrurbed  colonizing,  with  no  di- 
niinution,  bntexpe6lationof  fome  increafe  of  thofe  freedoms  and  privi- 
leges enjoyed  in  our  own  country.  We  humbly  {?.y^  that  we  have  not 
loft  any  part  of  our  liberty  by  leaving  our  country ;  but  we  tranfplant  to 
a  place,  with  exprefs  limitation  to  ere6t  no  polity  contrary  to  theef- 
tabliflied  government  (of  England)  but  as  near  as  may  be  to  it ;  and 
this  variation  is  allovved,  but  for  the  fake  of  emergencies  ;  and  that 
latitude  bounded  wiih  thefe  words,  for-  the  good  of  ihe  ad'vcnturer  anil 
flantcr.  This  tax  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Duke's  conveyances,  but 
is  an  after  bufinefs.  Had  the  planters  forefeen  it,  they  would  fooner 
have  taken  up  in  any  other  plantation  in  America  (a  plain  intimation 
that  no  fuch  tax  was  impofed  in  any  other  American  plantation.) 
Belide,  there  is  no  end  of  this  power  j  for  fince  we  are  by  this  prece- 
dent aflefled  without  any  law,  and  thereby  excluded  our  Englifli  right 
of  common  afTent  to  taxes  ;  what  fecurity  have  we  of  any  thing  we 
poflefs  ?  We  can  call  nothing  our  own,  but  are  tenants  at  will,  not 
only  for  the  foil,  but  for  all  our  perfonal  eftates  ;  v/e  endure  pe- 
nury, and  the  fweac  of  our  brows,  to  improve  them  at  our  own  ha- 
zard only.  This  is  to  tranfplant  fi.-ora  good  to  bad.  This  fort  of 
conducT:  has  deilroyed  government,  but  never  raifed  one  to  any  true 
greatnc    .f 

The  paper  prefented  to  the  Duke's  commiffioners  evidently 
proves,  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  thofe  gentlemen,  who  were  Qua-- 
kers,  that  no  tax  could  be  juftly  impofed  upon  the  inhabitants  wich^ 
out  their  own  confent  fivfl:  had,  and  by  the  authority  of  their  own 
General  Affembly.  The  report  of  the  council  in  favour  of  the  ag- 
grieved, and  the  relief  that  followed,  were  virtual  conccflions  to  the 
fame  purport.     This  will  n-jt  be  judged  wholly  unprecedented  by 

*  The  manufcript  topy  coiiriiins  a  luimbsr  of  anthoiklas  from  Braflon,  Fort;cf,^iicj 
the  Pctuion  of  Right,   &c,     See  Smiili,  p.  (;.^,  the  noic. 
•f  Smith,  p.  117,  i'z3. 
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tliofe  who  are  acquainted  with  what  happened  relative  to  the  coun- 
ty-palatine and  city  of  Chefler,  in  the  thirty-fifth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Henry  VIII.  The  inhabitants  complained  in  a  petition  to  the  kingj 
"  that  for  want  of  knights  and  burgcfles  in  the  court  of  parliament 
they  fuftained  manifold  damages,  not  only  in  their  lands,  goods,  and 
bodiesj  but  in  the  civil  and  politic  governance  and  maintenance  of 
the  commonwealth  of  their  faid  county :  and  that  while  they  had 
been  always  bound  by  the  adts  and  ftatutes  of  the  faid  court  of  par- 
liament, the  fame  as  other  counties,  cities,  and  boroughs  that  had 
knights  and  burgcHes  in  faid  court,  they  had  often  been  touched  and 
grieved  with  ads  and  ftatutes  made  within  the  faid  court,  as  well  de- 
rogatory unto  the  moft  ancient  jurifdidions,  liberties,  and  privileges 
of  the  faid  county-palatine,  as  prejudicial  unto  the  commonwealth^ 
quietnefs  and  peace  of  his  majefty's  fubjeds."  They  propofed  to  the 
king,  as  a  remedy,  "that  it  would  pleafe  his  highnefs,that  it  be  enaftedi' 
with  the  aflent  of  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  by  the  com- 
mons in  parliament  aiTcmbled,  that  from  the  end  of  the  feflion  the 
county-palatine  Ihall  have  two  knights  for  the  faid  county,  and  like- 
wife  two  citizens  to  be  burgefles  for  the  city  of  Chefter."  The  com- 
J)laint  and  remedy  were  thought  to  be  fo  juftand  reafonable,  that  the 
relief  for  which  they  prayed  was  granted,  and  they  were  admitted  to 
fend  reprefentatives  to  parliament. 

PENNSYLVANIA  AND  DELAWARE. 

Mr.  William  Penn,  oneof  the  joint  purchafers  of  the  weflern  part 
of  the  Jerfeys,  having  received  corredt  information  of  the  country  to 
the  weftward  of  the  Delaware,  while  engaged  in  the  adminiftration  of 
the  joint  purchafe,  became  defirous  of  acquiring  a  feparate  eftiatei 

He  accordingly  prefented  a  petition  to  Charles  II.  in  June,  i68o» 
Hating  not  only  his  relationftiip  to  the  late  admiral,  but  that  he  was 
deprived  of  a  debt  due  from  the  crown  when  the  exchequer  was  fliut, 
and  praying  for  a  grant  of  lands,  lying  to  the  northward  of  Mary- 
land, and  Weftward  of  the  Delaware  :  adding,  that  by  his  intereft  he 
fhould  be  able  to  fettle  a  province  which  might  in  time  repay  his  claims^ 

Having  the  profpe(5t  of  fuccefs,  he  copied  from  the  charter  of 
Maryland  the  Iketch  of  a  patent,  which  in  November  was  laid  before 
the  attorney-general  for  his  opinion.  Mr.  Penn  had  the  fame  obje£b 
in  view  as  Lord  Baltimore,  the  guarding  againft  the  exertions  of  pre- 
rogative, which  both  had  found  to  be  veiy  inconvenient.  The  at- 
torney-general declared  the  claufe  of  exemption  from  taxation  illegal : 
and  Chief  Jufticc  North  being  of  the  fame  opinioaf  and  obferving  its 
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tendency,  added,  "  faving  of  the  authority  of  the  Englifh  partia-* 
itient,"  fo  that  it  was  ftipulated  by  the  king,  for  himfelf  and  his  fuc- 
ceflbrs,  "  that  no  cuftom  or  other  contribution  lliould  be  laid  on  the 
inhabitants  or  their  eftatcs,  unlefs  by  the  confent  of  the  proprietary 
or  governor  and  affembly,  or  by  a£l  of  parHament  in  England." 

The  next  year  the  patent  was  granted  in  confideration  of  "  the 
merits  of  the  father,  and  the  good  purpofes  of  the  fon,  in  order  to 
extend  the  Englifli  empire,  and  to  promote  ufeful  commodities.'* 
It  was  provided,  that  the  fovereignty  of  the  king  fliould  be  pre- 
ferved,  and  adts  of  parhament  concerning  trade  and  navigatioi>j 
and  the  cuftoms  duly  obferved.  Mr.  Penn  was  empowered  to 
aflemble  the  freemen  or  their  delegates,  in  fiich  form  as  he  Ihould 
think  proper,  for  raifing  money  for  the  ufes  of  the  colony,  and  for 
making  ufeful  laws,  not  contrary  to  thofe  of  England  or  the  rights  of 
the  kingdom.  Duplicates  of  the  afts  of  the  Affembly  were  to  be  tranf- 
mitted  within  five  years  to  the  king  in  council,  and  the  afts  might  be 
declared  void  within  fix  months,  if  not  approved. 

The  novel  introduftion  of  the  claufe  futjefting  the  inhabitants  of 
Pennfylvania  to  taxation  by  aft  of  parliament,  might  afford  an  argu- 
ment againft  being  fo  taxed,  to  all  the  colonies  whofe  charters  con- 
tained no  fuch  claufe.     Dr.  Franklin  being  afked,  when  examined  by 
the  Houfe  of  Commons  in  the  time  of  the  llamp  a£t,  "  Seeing  there 
is  in  the  Pennfylvania  charter,  an  exprefs  refervation  of  the  right  of 
parliament  to  lay  taxes  there,  how  could  the  Affembly  affert,  that  lay- 
itig  a  tax  on  them  by  the  ftamp  aft  was  an  infringement  of  their  . 
rights  ?"  anfwered,  "  They  underftand  it  thus — By  the  fame  char- 
ter and  otherwife,  they  are  entitled  to  all  the  privileges  and  liberties' 
cf  Engliihmcn.     They  find  in  the  great  charters  and  the  petition  and 
de(*laration  of  rights,  that  one  oithe  privileges  of  Englifhfubjefts^isJ;' 
that  they  are  not  to  be  taxed  but  by  their  own  confent ;  they  have 
therefore  relied  upon  it,  from  the  firft  fettlement,  that  the  parliament 
never  would  or  could,  by  colour  of  that  claufe,  tax  them- till,  it  had' 
qualified  itfelf  for  the  exercife  of  fuch  right,  by  admitting  reprefenta- 
tives  from  the  people  to  be  taxed."     Governor  Nicholfon's  language 
was  to  the  fame  purpofe ;  writing  to  the  board  of  trade  in  1698,  he 
obferves,  that  *'  a  great  many  people  of  all  the  colonies  think,  that  no 
law  of  England  ought  to  be  binding  to  them  without  their  own 
confent ;  for  they  fay,  they  have  no  reprefentatives  fent  from  them- 
felves  to  the  parliament  of  England." 

In  May,  Mr.  Penn  detached  Mr.  Markham,  his  kinfman,  with  a  fmall 
emigration,  in  order  to  ,take  poffcffion  of  the  country  and  prepare  it 

{91 


OF    THE    MIDDLE    STATES.  291 

for  a  more  numerous  colony ;  a.nd  Mr.  Markham  had  it  in  charge  to 
pay  an  humane  attention  to  the  rights  of  the  Indians. 

The  frame  of  government  for  Pcnnfylvania  was  publiflied  in 
April,  i68a  ;  and  as  a  fiipplement  in  the  fiibfequent  May,  a  body 
of  laws  were  agreed  upon  by  the  proprietary  and  adventurers, 
which  was  intended  as  a  great  charter,  and  does  honour  to  their  wif« 
dom  as  ftatefmcn,  their  morals  as  men,  and  their  fpirit  as  colonifts. 

Thefe  laws,  which  were  termed  probationary,  were  to  be  fub- 
mitted  to  the  explanation  and  confirmation  of  the  firft  General 
Aflembly  which  fliould  be  convened  in  the  province.  This  was  un- 
doubtedly a  prudent  meafure,  for  events  made  it  manifefl  that  a 
better  acquaintance  with  the  local  circumftanccs  of  the  country,  ren- 
dered many  changes  neceflary  ;  nor  was  this  the  only  advantage,  for 
by  this  agre<;ment  the  authority  of  the  legiflature  was  eftabliflied,  and 
^rendered  neceflary  in  all  future  laws  and  regulations. 

Mr,  Penn,  defirous  of  extending  his  territory  fouthvvard  to  the 
Chefapeak,  folicited  the  Duke  of  York  for  a  grant  of  the  Delaware 
colony ;  and  accordingly  the  prince  conveyed  to  him,  in  the  month 
of  Auguft,  the  town  ofNewcaftle,  with  a  territory  of  twelve  miles 
round,  as  alfo  that  traA  of  land  extending  fouthvvaud  from  it  uppn 
the  Delaware  to  cape  Henlopen. 

For  a  confiderable  portion  of  this  grant  Lord  Baltimore  put  in  9. 
claim,  and  three  feveral  applications  were  made,  on  behalf  of  his 
Lordfliip,  to  the  Executive  Government  of  England;  it  appears, 
however,  by  the  feveral  orders  of  council  made  in  confequence  of 
thefe  applications,  and  dated  1683,  1685,  and  1709,  that  they  con- 
fidered  his  Lordlliip's  claim  as  unfounded,  and  of  confequence  con- 
firmed the  grant  made  to  Mr.  Penn. 

When,  for  the  firft  time,  Mr.  Penn  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the  De- 
laware, Odobenjfhe  24th,  he  found  them  inhabited  by  three  thoufand 
perfons,  compofed  of  Swedes,  Dutch,  Finlanders,  and  Englifli.  Not 
only  his  own  colonifts,  but  the  reft,  received  him  with  joy  and  re- 
pect.  He  was  accompanied  by  about  two  thoufand  emigrants,  who 
being  either  Quakers  or  other  dilFenters,  fought  the  enjoyment  of 
their  religious  fentiments  in  a  country  that  offered  a  peaceful  afylum  to 
the  perfecuted.  Mr.  Penn  immediately  entered  into  a  treaty  with  the 
Indians,  and  purchaled  from  them  as  much  of  the  foil  as  the  circum- 
ilanceo  of  the  colony  requited,  for  a  price  that  gave  them  fatisfaftioji : 
he  alfo  fettled  with  them  a  very  kind  correfpondence.  In  December 
he  convened  the  firft  Aflembly  at  Chefter,  confifting  of  feventy-t>vo 
delegates  from  the  fix  counties,  into  which  they  had  divided  Pennfyl- 
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vania,  and  the  Delaware  colony,  foqn  after  denominated  the  territories 
The  inhabitants  propofed  that  the  deputies  might  ferve  both  for  the 
provincial  council  and  General  Aflembly ;  three  out  of  every  cottnty 
for  the  former,  and  nine  for  the  latter.  ''Their  propofals  were  pafltkd 
by  the  Affembly  without  hefitation  into  an  a<5l  of  fettlement.  The 
perfons  returned  were  declared  to  be  the  legal  council  and  AiTembly, 
and  every  county  was  empowered  to  fend  the  fame  number  in  future, 
which  in  the  fame  manner  fhould  conftitute  the  legiflature ;  &tld  aft^F 
the  addition  of  a  few  other  explanations,  the  modified  frame  of 
government  was  folemnly  recognifed  and  accepted.  An  aft  was  thea 
pafled,  annexing  the  territories  to  the  province,  and  communicating 
to  the  one  the  fame  privileges,  government  apd  laws,  as  the  other 
already  enjoyed.  Every  foreigner  who  promifed  allegiance  to  the  king, 
and  obedience  to  the  laws,  was  declared  to  be  a  freeman,  and  entitle^ 
to  his  rights.  By  the  legillative  regulations,  eftablilhed  as,  fundamen- 
tals by  this  AlTembly,  faftors  who  wronged  their  employers  were  to 
make  fatisfaftion,  and  one-third  over— not  only  the  goods,  but  the 
lands  of  the  debtor  were  fubjefted  to  the  payment  of  debts — every 
thing  which  excited  the  people  to  rudenefs,  cruelty  and  iryeligion, 
was  to  be  difcouraged  and  feverely  puniflied— no  perfon  acknow- 
ledging one  God,  and  living  peaceably  in  fociety,  was  to  be  molefted 
for  his  opinions  or  practice,  or  to  be  compelled  to  frequent  or  main-* 
tain  any  miniftry  whatfoever.  It  was  a  principle  of  the  great  char- 
ter, that  children  ^ould  be  taught  fome  ufeful  trade,  to  the  end  that 
none  might  he  idle,  but  that  the  poor  man  might  work  to  live,  an4 
the  rich,  if  they  became  poor,  might  not  want. 

The  aft  of  fettlement  not  giving  fatisfaftion,  a  fecond  framP  was 
prepared  by  Mr.  Penn,  agreeing  partly  with  the  firft,  and  modified 
according  to  the  aft  of  fettlement  in  certain  particulars,  but  in  fome 
meafure  different  from  both :  to  this  the  alTent  of  the  next  Affembly 
was  in  1683  given  ;  but  in  time  it  fliared  the  fate  of  the  former. 

In  1684  Mr.  Penn  departed  for  England,  at  which  time  it  appear^ 
that  the  interefls  and  paflions  of  the  fettlers  had  produced  a  diverfity, 
of  fentiment,  which  was  probably  increafed  after  the  departure  of 
the  proprietary  j  for  we  find  the  deputy- governor  Blackwell,  who 
entered  on  his  government  in  1688,  bringing  this  charge  againft 
them.  It  is  evident,  however,  that  thefe  diffenfions  and  animofitie^ 
bore  no  refernblance  to  thofe  "  violent  dijenjjons^'  with  which  they 
have  been  charged.  Indeed,  on  as  particular  an  inveftigation  of  thi^  . 
fubjeft  as  we  have  found  it  poffible  to  make,  it  appears  more  than 
Probable,  ^  hat   this  charge  is  likp molt  of  thofe  brought  forward 
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by  overbearing  governors,  when  xinable  to  effeft  their  own  fchemcs. 
^lackwell  certainly  was  oppofed  in  his  views  by  the  Pennfylvanians; 
and  this  may  very  eafily  account  for  the  charge  he  brought  againft 
them;  and  this  opinion  appears  warranted  by  the  anfwer  they 
made  to  it.  They  obferve,  that  "  As  tor  the  charge  of  aiximoCtics 
and  diflenfions  amongft  us  before  thy  coming  here,  it  is  fo  general 
that  we  can  make  no  farther  anfwer,  than  that  in  matters  of  go- 
vernment our  apprehenfions  were  otherwife,  the  end  of  good  govern- 
ment being  anfwerec',  in  that  power  was  fupported  in  reverence  with 
(he  people,  and  the  people  were  fecuied  from  the  abufe  of  power." 

The  government  of  Pennfylvania  was  adminiftercd  in  thg 
name  of  James  II.  for  fome  time  after  William  and  Mary  were 
formally  proclaimed  in  fome  of  the  other  colonies.  This  circum- 
itance  was  improved  by  the  enemies  of  Mr.  Penn  to  his  difad van- 
tage. His  attachment  to  the  unhappy  prince  who  had  been  driven 
from  the  throne  was  held  forth  in  fuch  a  light,  as  to  caufe  him  to 
be  confidcred  by  many  as  an  enemy  to  the  Protcftant  religion ;  and 
he  appears  for  fome  time  to  have  been  excepted  out  of  the  a£l  of 
grace  palTed  by  King  William  and  Queen  Mary,  who  appointed 
Col,  Fletcher  governor  of  both  New- York  and  Pennfylvania  in  1693. 

In  the  commiffion  no  manner  of  regard  feems  to  have  been  had 
to  the  original  charter.  But  when  the  AlTenibly  met,  though  fixteen 
lliort  in  number  to  what  had  been  before  ufual,  through  the  change 
made  in  the  writs,  they  pafled  a  vote  nem,  con.  "  That  the  laws  of 
this  province,  which  were  In  force  and  praftice  before  the  arrival  of 
this  prefent  governor,  are  ftill  in  force  :  and  that  the  AlTembly  have 
^  right  humbly  to  move  the  governor  for  a  continuation  or  confirma- 
tion of  the  fame."  That  and  fubfequent  Aflemblies  (hewed  fuch  a 
fixed  determination  to  fecure  their  rights,  that  neither  governor  nor 
lieutenant-governor  could  bring  them  to  bend  to  their  wiflies. 

The  charges  brought  againft  Mr.  Penn,  of  being  the  friend  of 
popery  and  arbitrary  government,  were  certainly  unfounded.  That 
from  his  father's  ftation,  and  his  own  public  fpirit,  he  obtained  free 
pcccfs  to  the  court,  and  was  efteemed  and  favourably  received  by 
King  James,  is  certain  ;  and  that  a  man  of  an  amiable  difpofition 
and  goodnefs  of  heart  fliould  feel  the  attachment  of  gratitude,  is 
neither  wonderful  nor  blameworthy.  But  though  his  perfonal  at- 
tachment to  James  was  great,  in  no  one  inftance  does  he  appear  to 
have  adopted  his  arbitrary  fyftem  of  politics,  or  his  religious  pre- 
judices. The  adminiftration  of  the  gov£rnment  of  Pennfylvania  in 
the  name  of  James,  after  the  revolution,  ought  not  therefore  to  be 
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•attributed  to  any  arbitrary  principles  of  his,  and  much  lefs  ought  it 
to  be  attributed  to  any  deference  the  fettlers  feJt  for  the  proprietary's 
partiality  for  a  prince,  whofe  abdicated  throne  was  filled  with  fuck 
general  fatisfaftion.  The  more  probable  caufe  was,  the  infancy  and 
comparative  infignificancy  of  the  colony,  which  might  occafiOB 
the  proper  meafures  for  eftablifhing  the  authority  of  the  Prince  of 
Orange  to  be  delayed.  Certain  it  is,  that  when  proper  meafures 
were  taken  for  the  purpofe  they  met  with  no  oppolition,  nor  did 
any  circumflance  occur  which  might  lead  to  a  conclufion,  that  it  was 
repugnant  to  the  wi{hes  of  either  the  proprietaiy  or  fettlers. 

In  1696,  Mr.  Penn  was  reftored  to  his  right  of  naming  a  govern 
nor,  as  well  as  all  his  other  privileges.  The  government,  by  this  a6t, 
muft  be  confidered  as  openly  renouncing  the  fufpicions  it  had  un- 
juftl'y  entertained  againfl:  a  virtuou-s  man,  and  declaring  the  nmlevo- 
lent  charges  exhibited  againfl  him  to  be  unfounded. 

In  the  beginning  of  1700  he  went  to  Pennfylvauia,  and  after  tlue 
meeting  of  feveral  Affemblies,  he  convened  one  in  September,  1701, 
and  informed  them  of  the  indifpenfable  neceffity  he  was  under  of 
again  going  to  England,  to  obviate  fome  ill  offices  done  by  his  and 
their  enemies  with  the  government  there  ;  he  at  the  fame  time 
urged  them  to  take  proper  meafures  to  fecure  their  privileges  and 
properties.  He  further  offered  to  leave  the  nomination  of  the  de- 
puty-governor to  themfelves,  but  they  declined  it. 

The  AfTembly,  agreeably  with  Mr.  Penn's  requeft,  entered  on  the 
GonSderation  of  a  charter  of  privilege!;  this  charter  occahoned  a 
breach  between  the  members  of  the  province  and  thofe  of  the  ter- 
ritories ;  the  latter  infifting  upon  fome  privileges,  which,  when  re- 
.  fufed  by  the  others,  made  them  withdraw  from  the  meeting.  By 
the  authority  and  addrefs  of  the  proprietary,  however,  the  breach 
was  apparently  made  up,  and  a  charter  of  privileges  prepared,  and 
ratified  before  Mr.  Penn  embarked,  which  became  the  rule  of  go- 
vernment in  Pennfylvania.  By  this  important  charter  liberty  of  con- 
fcience  was  granted,  and  all  Chriftians,  of  whatever  denomination, 
were  enabled  to  ferve  the  government  either  legiflatively  or  execu- 
tively. This  charter  -is  a  flanding  monument,  and  an  inconti'o- 
vertible  proof,  that  neither  Mr.  Pena  nor  the  fettlers  of  Pennfylvania, 
were  actuated  by  gloomy  fuperftition  or  arbitrary  principles. 

By.  the  fecond  article  of  the  charter  it  was  pr*ided,  that  an  Af- 
femb!y  fhould  be  yearly  chofen  by  the  freemen,  to  confift  of  four 
perfons  out  of  each  county,  or  of  a  greater  number,  if  the  gover- 
pov  and  Affcmbly   fliould  fo  agree,  on   the    ift  pf  Odober,  and 
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ihould  fit  on  the  r4th  following,  with  power  to  chufe  a  fpeaker  and 
other  officers,  and  be  judges  of  the  qiialitications  and  eleSions  of 
their  own  members  ;  fit  upon  their  own  adjournments,  prepare  bills, 
impeach  criminals,  and  rediefs  grievances  ;  and  poflels  all  otluT 
powers  and  privileges  of  an  Afl'embly,  according  to  the  rights  of  the 
free-born  fubje£ts  of  England,  and  the  curtoms  obfcrved  in  any  of 
the  king's  plantations  in  America,  if  any  county  or  counties  fliould 
negleft  to  fend  deputies,  thofe  who  met,  provided  they  were  not 
fewer  in  number  than  two- thirds  of  the  whole,  were  to  be  conli- 
dered  as  the  legal  reprefentatives  of  the  province. 

By  the  eighth  article,  in  cafes  of  fuicide,  all  property  was  to  de- 
fcend  to  the  next  heirs,  as  if  the  deceafed  had  died  a  natural  death; 
nor  was  the  governor  to  be  entitled  to  any  forfeiture,  if  a  perfon 
fliould  be  killed  by  cafualty  or  accident.  The  fame  article  provided, 
that  no  ae%  law  «r  ordinance  whatfoever,  fliould  at  any  time  after 
be  made,  to  alter  or  diminifli  the  form  or  eftecft  of  this  charter,  or 
of  any  part  of  it,  without  the  cor.fent  of  the  governor  for  the  time 
being,  and  lix  parts  in  fevtn  of  the  AlFembly  met — that  the  firft  ar- 
ticle, relating  to  liberty  of  confcience,  fliuuld  be  kept  without  anv 
alteration  inviolably — and  that  William  Penn,  for  himfelf,  &cc.  did 
folemnly  declare,  that  neither  he,  &:c.  fliould  do  any  thing  whereby 
the  liberties  in  this  charter  contained,  nor  any  part  thereof,  fliould 
be  infringed ;  and  that  if  any  thing  fliould  be  done  by  any  perfon 
contrary  thereto,  it  fliould  be  held  of  no  effec'^. 

This  new  conftitution  differed  greatly  from  the  original.  The 
governor  might  nominate  his  own  council,  and  he  was  left  fingle  in 
the  executive  part  of  the  government,  and  had  liberty  to  reftrain  the 
legiflative,  by  refufing  his  aflent  to  their  bills.  The  Aflemblv,  on 
the  other  hand,  acquired  the  important  privilege  of  propounding 
laws,  as  well  as  of  amending  or  rejecting  them  ;  but  though  this 
new  conftitution  was  thankfully  accepted  by  the  province,  it  was 
rejected  by  the  territories ;  and  affairs  fl:ood  in  this  untoward  ftate 
when  the  proprietary  failed  for  England.  The  reprefentatives  of  the 
province  and  thofe  of  the  territories  divided,  and  a(5ted  as  tv/o  dif- 
tin£t  bodies,  and  the  after  attempts  to  unite  them  proved  ineffcdtual. 

The  territories  ccnfifted  of  the  three  counties,  Newcaftle,  Kent, 
and  Suflex  on  the  Delaware,  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  the 
tiirec  Lonjuer  Counties  on  the  Dela-.\iare. 

From  the  time  of  Mr.  Peon's  departure  for  England  to  the  year 
X704,  the  difputes  in  this  province  ran  high.  At  this  time  the  Af 
>.embly  Came  to  nine  refohjtions,  which  were  fwiroed  lAto  a  remon- 
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ftrance,  and  fent  to  Mr.  Penn  in  England,  under  the  title  of  "  iieadi 
of  Complaint."  The  three  firft,  only  immediately  apply  to  himfelf  ^ 
the  next  five  to  officers  ading  under  his  commiflion  ;  and  the  ninth 
is  an  injunflion  to  him  not  to  furrender  the  government.  Thofc 
againft  himfelf  import,  ift.  That  by  his,  artifices,  the  feveral  charters 
granted  at  the  firft  fettling  of  the  province  were  defeated:  2dly. 
That  the  power  of  diffoJution  and  prorogation,  and  caUing  Afiem- 
blies  by  his  writs,  granted  to  his  prelent  and  former  deputies,  were 
contrary  to  the  fald  charter :  and  3dly.  That  he  had  received  great 
fums  of  money  when  lall  there,  for  negotiating  the  confirmation  of 
their  laws,  for  making  good  terms  for  the  people  of  the  province^ 
and  eafing  his  friends  there  of  oaths,  &c.  but  that  the  expelled  be- 
nefits had  not  appeared.  The  two  firft  evidently  relate  to  the  alte- 
rations effected  by  the  charter  of  1701.  But  Dr.  Franklin  (in  his 
Hiftorical  Review)  after  comparing  the  priviiegjgs  they  had  given  up 
with  what  they  had  gained  by  that  charter,  admits,  that  "  upon  the 
whole,  there  was  much  more  reafon  for  acknowledgments  than  com- 
plaints :"  and  with  refpeft  to  the  laft,  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
fums  received  were  not  faithfully  expended,  although  the  advan* 
tages  they  were  intended  to  procure  might  not  appear  till  afterwards. 
The  other  heads  of  complaint  refer  to  defe<5fs  in  the  conftitution, 
or  to  the  opinions,  extortions,  and  other  mal-pra£lices  of  fome  of 
the  officers  of  government,  for  which  the  proprietary  could  be  only 
chargeable  on  his  negleft  to  pay  proper  attention  to  thofe  complaints ; 
which  does  not  appear.  One  of  the  latter  complaints,  indeed,  is  at- 
tributed to  his  refufal,  in  1701,  to  pafs  a  bill  to  regulate  fees,  &c» 
bat  the  circumftances  which  attended,  and  might  juftify  that  refufal, 
are  not  ftated. 

Thi5  violent  difienfion  happened  in  the  time  of  the  Deputy-go- 
vernor Evans,  vvhofe  government  Dr.  Franklin  defcribes  as  *'  one 
continued  broil  from  the  beginning  of  it  to  the  end."  But  as  it  is 
remarked  by  the  fame  author,  that  the  General  Aflembly  in  two  or 
three  years  after,  aluimed  a  very  different  tone,  "  almoft  as  com- 
plail'ant  as  he  (the  deputy-governor)  could  wifti,"  it  is  prefumable, 
either  that  the  occalions  of  complaint  Tiad  ceafed,  or  that  they  dif- 
fei'ed  with  their  predeceflbrs  in  opinion  of  their  having  ever  exiftedo 
That  at  leaft  they  were  greatly  exaggerated  is  eafy  to  believe,  when 
we  advert  to  the  circumftances  of  what  the  doctor  calls  *'  this  tur- 
bulent period,'*  wherein  be  fays,  "  heat  kindled  heat ;  animofity  ex- 
cited animofity  ;  and  each  party  refolving  to  be  always  in  the  right, 
il'ere  often  both  in  th^  wrong.'* 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  &c. 

JL  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  40"  40'  and  45°  north  latitude,  and 
5®  weft  and  i*  30'  eaft  longitude  from  Philadelphia.  Its  length  is 
about  three  hun.'.red  and  fifty  miles,  and  its  breadth  about  three 
hundred.  It  is  bounded  fouth-eaft.vardly  by  the  Atlantic  ocean  ; 
caftby  the  States  of  Connedicut,  Maflachufetts,  and  Vt^rmont;  north 
by  the  45th  degree  of  latitude,  which  divides  it  from  Canada ;  north- 
weftwardly  by  the  rivci  Iroquois,  or  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  lakes  On- 
tario and  Erie ;  fouth-weil  and  fouth  by  Pennfyivania  and  New- 
Jerfey. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  &c. 

This  State,  to  fpeak  generally,  is  interfected  by  ridges  of  moun* 
tains  running  in  a  north-eaft  and  fouth-weft  dircdion.  liyond  the 
Allegany  mountains,  however,  the  coimtry  is  a  dead  level,  of  a  fine 
rich  foil,  covered  in  its  natural  ftate  with  maple,  beech,  birch,  cherry, 
black  walnut,.  locuft,  hickory  and  fome  mulberry  trees.  On  the 
banks  of  lake  Erie  are  a  few  chefnut  and  oak  ridges.  Hemlock 
fwamps  are  inteifperfed  thinly  through  the  country.  All  the  creeks 
that  empty  into  lake  Erie  have  falls  which  afford  many  excellent 
mill-feats. 

The  lands  between  the  Seneca  and  Cayuga  lakes  are  reprefented 
as  uncommoiily  excellent,  being  moft  agreeably  diverfified  with  gen- 
tle rifings,  and  timbered  with  lofty  trees,  with  little  underwood. 
The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  granted  one  million  and  a  half  of 
acres  of  land  as  a  gratuity  to  the  officers  and  foldiers  of  the  line  of 
this  State.  This  tra^l  is  bounded  w-eft  by  the  eaft  fiiore  of  the  Se- 
neca lake,  and  the  Maflachufetts  lands  in  the  new  county  of  Ontario; 
north  by  part  of  lake  Ontario  near  tort  Ofwego ;  fouth  by  a  ridge  of 
the  Allegany  mountains  -ind  the  Pennfyivania  line;  and  eaft  by  theTuf- 
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caroro  Creek,  which  falls  nearly  into  the  middle  of  the  Oneida  ]ak«, 
and  that  part  of  Montgomery  whi^h  has  been  fettling  by  the  New- 
England  people  very  rapidly  Gnce  the  peice. 

This  pleaiant  country  is  divided  ipto  twenty-five  townfliips  of  fixty 
thoi:!and  acres  each,  which  are  again  fubdivided  into  one  hundred 
convenierit  farms,  of  lix  himdred  acres,  making  in  the  whole  two 
thoufaud  five  hundred  farms. 

Eaft  of  the  Allegany  mountains  the  country  is  broken  into  hills 
with  rich  intervening  valilcs.  The  hills  ure  clothed  thick  wiih  tim- 
ber, and  when  cleared,  afford  a  very  fine  p^flure :  the  vailies, 
when  cultivated,  produce  wheat,  hemp,  flax,  peas,  grais,  oats, 
and  Indi-.n  corn.     The  rivers  in  this  State  are  numerous. 

Hudfon's  river  is  one  of  the  largeft  and  finefl  in  the  United 
States  :  it  rifes  in  the  mountainous  country  between  the  lakes  Onta- 
rio and  Champlain.  Iii  its  courfe  fouth-eaflerly  it  approaches  within 
fix  or  eight  riiilcs  qf  lake  George  ;  then,  after  a  fhort  courfe  eaft, 
turns  foutherly  and  receives  the  Socondaga  from  the  fouth-weft, 
which  heads  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Mohawk  river.  The  courfe 
pf  the  river  thence  to  Ntw-York,  where  it  empties  into  York  bay,  . 
is  uniformly  fouth,  twelve  degrees,  or  fifteen  degrees  weft.  Its 
vhole  length  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles ;  from  Albany 
to  lake  George  is  fixty-five  miles.  This  diftance,  the  river  is  navi- 
gable only  for  battcaux,  and  has  two  portages,  ocpafioned  by  falls,  of 
half  a  mile  each. 

The  banks  of  Hudfon's  river,  efpecjally  on  the  weftern  fide,  as  far- 
as  the  highlands  extend,  are  chiefly  rocky  clitis.  The  paflage  through 
the  highlands,  which  is  fixteen  miles,  affords  a  wild  romantic  fcene  : 
hi  this  narrow  pafs,  on  Cdch  fide  of  wiiich  tke  mountaisis  tower  to  a 
great  height,  the  wind,  if  there  be  any,  is  coUefted  and  comprefllsd, 
and  blows  continually  as  through  a' bellows:  veflels,  in  paffing 
through  it,  are  often  obliged  to  lower  their  iails.  The  bed  of  this 
river,  which  is  deep  and  finoothto  an  aftonilhing  diftance,  through  a 
hilly,  rocky  country,  and  even  through  ridges  of  fome  of  the  higheft 
niountains  in  the  United  States,  muil  undoubtedly  have  been  pro- 
duced by  fome  mighty  convulTion  in  nature.  The  tide  flows  a  few 
miles  above  Albany,  which  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  from  New- 
Yoik  :  it  is  navigabie  for  floops  of  eighty  tons  to  Albany,  and  for 
:(liips  to  Hudfon  :  Ihip  navigation  to  Albany  is  interrupted  by  a  num- 
ber of  iflands,  fix  or  eight  miles  beldw  the  city,  called  the  Ovcr- 
(laugh^     It  is  in  fotitemplatioa  to  confine  the  river  to  one  channel,  by 
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xrliich  menns  the  channel  will  be  deepened,  and  the  difficulty  of  ap- 
proacliing  Albany  with  velTels  of  a  larger  fize  be  removed.  About 
lixty  miles  above  New-York  the  water  becomes  frefli.  The  river 
is  fiored  with  a  variety  of  lifli,  which  renders  a  fummcr  paflage 
to  Albany  delightful  and  amiifiiig  to  thofe  who  are  fond  ot(  angling. 

The  advantages  of  this  river  for  carrying  on  the  fur  trade  with 
Canada,  by  means  of  the  lakes,  have  been  ali'eady  mentioned  :*  its 
convenicncies  for  internal  commerce  are  fingularly  great :  the  pro- 
duce of  the  remotcft  taims  iseafily  and  ipeedi'y  conveyed  to  a  cert;iia 
and  profitable  market,  and  at  tlie  lowell:  expeni'e  ;  in  this  refjjtc'f, 
New-York  has  greatly  the  advantage  of  Philadelphia.  A  grent  pro- 
portion of  the  produce  of  Pennfylvania  is  carried  to  market  in  wag- 
gons, over  a  great  extent  of  country,  fnme  of  which  is  rough  ; 
hence  it  is  that  Philadelphia  is  crowded  with  waggons,  carts, 
horfes  and  their  drivers,  to  do  the  fame  bufinefs  that  is  done 
in  New-York,  where  all  the  produce  of  the  country:  is  brought 
to  market  by  water,  with  much  lefs  flicw  and  parade.  But  Philadel- 
phia has  other  advantages,  which  will  be  mentioned  in  their  proper 
place,  to  compenfate  for  this  natural  defeft.  The  incieafing  popu- 
lation of  the  fertile  lands  upon  the  northern  branches  of  the  Hudfoii 
muft  annually  increafe  the  amazing  wealth  that  is  conveyed  by  its  wa- 
ters to  New- York  :  added. to  this,  the  ground  has  been  marked  out, 
the  level  afcertained,  a  company  incorporated,  by  the  name  of  "The 
Prefident,  Directors,  and  Company  of  the  Northern  Inland  Lock 
Navigation,  in  the  State  of  New-York,"  and  funds  fubfcribed  for  the 
purpofe  of  cuttmg  a  canal  from  the  nearell:  approximating  point  of 
Hudfon's  river  to  South  bay,  which  empties  into  the  fouth  end  of 
lake  Champlain  :  the  diftance  is  eighteen  miles.  The  difierence  of 
level  and  the  face  of  the  country  are  inch,  as  to  juftify  a  belief  that 
the  opening  of  this  canal  will  not  be  lefs  practicable  than  ufeful. 

Saranac  river  pafles  through  Plattfoing  into  lake  Champlain  :  it 
has  been  explored  nearly  thirty  miles,  and  there  found  equal  in  fize 
to  the  mouth.  In  this  river  is  the  greateft  abundance  oFfiih,  fuch  as 
falmon,  bafs,  pike,  pickerel,  trout,  &:c. 

Sable  river,  not  far  from  the  Saranac,  is  fcarccly  fixty  yards  wide. 
On  this  ftream  are  remarkable  falls  :  the  whole  dcfccnt  of  the  water 
is  about  two  hundred  feet  in  feveral  pitches,  the  greateft  of  which  is 
forty  feet  perpendicular :  at  the  foot  of  it  the  water  is  unfathomable. 
A  large  pine  has  been  fecn,  in  a  frcftiet,  to  pitch  ovsr  endwife,  and 
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remain  feveral  minutes  under  water.  The  ftream  is  confined  by 
high  rocks  on  either  fide,  a  fpr-ce  of  forty  feet,  and  the  banks  at  the 
falls  are,  at  leaft,  as  many  feet  high.  In  a  frefliet  tht  flood  wood  fre- 
quently lodges,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  water  rifes  to  iull  banks,  and 
then  burfts  away  its  obftruilions  with  a  moft  tremendous  crafliing. 
The  Big  and  Little  Chazy  rive;  s  are  in  the  townflu'p  of  Champlain, 
%vhich  borders  on  the  Canada  line ;  both  are  navigable  lome  miles, 
the  former  fix  or  feven,  affording  good  mill  fe^ts — feveral  mills  are 
already  erefted.  The  Britifli  have  a  poft,  and  maintain  a  fmall  gar- 
rifon,  at  Point-au-fe^  in  this  townfhip.  ^ 

The  river  Boc^uet  paffes  through  the  town  of  Wilfborough,  in 
Clinton  county,  and  is  navigable  for  boats  about  two  miles,  and  is 
there  interropte!  by  falls,  on  which  are  mills.  At  this  place  are  the 
remains  of  an  entrenchment  thrown  up  by  General  Burgoyne.  tierc 
he  gave  his  famous  war  feaft  to  his  "  numerous  hoft  of  savages," 
and  here,  probably,  he  firft  conceived  that  celebrated  prociamatiou 
which  he  afterwards  brought  forth. 

Black  river  rifes  in  the  high  country,  near  the  fwurces  of  Canada 
Creek,  which  falls  into  Mohawk  river,  and  takes  its  courfe  north- 
weft,  and  then  north-eaft,  till  it  dlfcharges  itfelf  into  Cataraqua,  or 
Iroquois  river,  not  far  from  Swegaucbee :  it  is  faid  to  be  navigable 
for  batteaux  up  to  the  lower  falls,  fixty  miles,  which  is  diftant 
from  the  flourifliing  fettleraent  of  Whiteftown  twenty-five  miles. 
The  whole  length  of  this  river  is  reckoned  at  one  hundred  and  twelve 
miles. 

Onondago  river  rifes  in  the  Oneida  lake,  runs  weftwardly  into 
lake  Ontario  at  Ofwego  :  it  is  navigable  for  boats  from  its  mouth  to 
the  head  of  the  lake,  feventy-lour  miles,  except  a  fall  which  occafions 
a  portage  of  twenty  yards,  thence  batteaux  go  up  Wood  creek  almoft 
to  Fort.Stanwix,  forty  miles,  whence  there  is  a  portage  of  amileto 
Mohawk  river.  Toward  the  head  waters  of  this  river  falmoa  arc 
caught  in  great  quantities. 

Mohawk  river  rifes  to  the  northward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  about  eight 
miles  from  Black  river,  and  runs  fouthwardly  twenty  miles  to  the  fort  ; 
then  eaftvvard,  one  hundred  and  ten  miles,  into  the  Hudfon.  The  pro- 
duce that  is  conveyed  down  this  river  is  landed  at  Skene6tady,  and  is 
thence  carried  by  land  fixteen  miles,  over  a  barren  flirub  plain,  to 
Albany.  Except  a  portage  of  about  a  mile,  occafioned  by  the  httle 
falls,  fifty-fix  miles  above  Skeneit.ady,  the  river  is  paflable  for  boats 
from  Skenectady  nearly  or  quite  to  its  fource.  The  perpendicular 
ilefcent  of  thefe  falls  is  eilimated  at  forty-two  feet  in  the  courfe  of  one 
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mile ;  and  it  is  fuppofed,  they  might  be  locked  fo  as  to  be  rendered 
paflable  for  boats  carrying  five  tons,  for  about  fifteen  thoufand 
pounds  currency.  The  Cohoez  in  this  river  are  a  great  curiolity  ; 
they  are  three  miles  from  its  entrance  into  the  Hiidfon.  The  river  is 
about  onehundred  yards  wide,  the  rock  over  which  it  pours  asovera  mill 
dam,  extends  almoft  in  a  line  from  one  fide  of  the  river  to  the  other, 
and  is  about  thirty  feet  perpendicular  height.  Including  the  defcciit 
above,  the  fall  is  as  much  as  fixty  or  feventy  feet ;  the  rocks  be- 
low, in  fome  places,  arc  worn  many  feet  deep  by  the  conilant  fiic- 
tion  of  the  water.  The  view  of  this  tremendous  cataracft  is  dimi- 
niflicd  by  the  height  of  the  banks  on  each  fide  of  the  river.  About 
a  mile  below  the  falls  the  river  branches  and  forms  a  large  ifland  ; 
but  the  two  mouths  may  be  feen  at  the  fame  time  from  the  oppofite 
bank  of  the  Hudfon  :  the  branches  are  fordable  at  low  water,  but  are 
dangerous.  Acon)pany  by  tlie  naine  of  "  The  Frefident,  Direftors, 
and  Company  of  the  Weltern  Inland  Lock  Navigation,  in  the  State 
of  New-York,"  were  incorporated  by  the  Icgiflatu  re  of  New-York, 
in  March,  1792,  for  the  purpole  of  opening  a  lock  navigation  from 
the  now  navigable  part  of  Hudlon's  river,  to  be  extended  to  lake 
Ontario,  and  to  the  Seneca  lake.  This  rout  has  been  funeyed  and 
found  pra<rticable,  the  expenfe  eitimatcd,  and  the  funds  fiibfcribed, 
and  the  work  is  to  be  executed  with  all  poffible  difpatch.  The  open- 
ing of  this  navigation  will  be  a  vaft  acquihtion  to  the  commerce  of 
this  State.  A  fliore  of  at  Icaft  one  thoufand  miles  in  length  wi!!, 
in  confequence  of  it,  be  waflied  by  boatable  waters,  exchifive  of  alJ 
the  great  lakes,  and  many  millions  of  acres  of  excellent  tillage  land, 
rapidly  fettling,  will  be  accommodated  with  water  communication 
for  conveying  their  produce  to  market. 

Delaware  river  rifes  in  Lake  L'tftayantho,  latitude  42°  25',  and 
takes  its  courfe  ibuth-weft,  until  it  croHes  into  Pennfvlvaoia  in 
latitude  42" ;  thence  fouthwardly,  dividing  New-York  from  Penn- 
fylvania,  until  it  ftrikes  the.  north-weft  corner  of  New-Jerfey,  in 
latitude  41**  24^;  and  then  pafies  off  to  fea,  through  Delaware  bav, 
having  New-Jerfey  on  the  GzCt  fide,  and  Peiinlylvanla  and  Delaware 
eo  the  weft. 

Sufquehannah,  E.  Branch,  river  has  its  fource  in  lake  Otfcgo,  lati- 
tude 42°  55',  from  which  it  takes  a  fouth-weft  courfe :  it  crofTes  the 
line  which  divides  New-York  and  Pennfylvania  three  times,  the 
laft  time  near  Tyoga  Point,  where  it  receives  Tyoga  river.  Batteaux 
pafs  to  its  fource  ;  thence  t©  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  miles,  ca- 
pable of  good  roads, 
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Tyoga  river  rifes  in  the  Allegany  mountains,  in  about  latitude  42*, 
runr  "ai;wa!r  y  and  em  -fits  into  the  c^ulquthannah  at  Tyoga  Point, 
in  latitude  41°  57'.    it  is  n.  vigable  for  boats  .  bout  fif.y  miles. 

Seneca  river  rifes  in  the  -leneca  country,  and  runs  taftwardly,  and 
in  its  paflage  receives  the  waters  of  the  Seneca  and  Caynoa  lakes, 
which  lie  north  and  fouth,  ten  01  twehe  miles  apart,  eacn  is  between 
thirty  and  forty  miles  in  length,  and  about  a  mile  m  breadth,  and 
empties  i..to  the  Onondago  rivei',  fourteen  miles  above  the  falls,  at  a 
place  called  Three  Rivers.  From  Three  River  point  to  On.  ndago 
lake,  up  Seneca  river,  is  twelve  miles.  Wirliin  half  a  mile  of  this 
lake  a  fait  fpring  iflucs  from  the  ground,  the  water  of  which  is  falter 
than  that  of  the  ocean:  it  conftantly  emits  water  in  fufficient  c^uan- 
tity  for  works  of  any  extent :  it  is  probable  the  whole  country  will  be 
fupplied  with  fait  from  this  fpring,  and  at  a  very  cheap  rate.  This 
fpring  is  the  property  of  the  State.  This  river  is  navigable  for 
boats  from  the  lakes  downwards. 

ChenefTee  river  riles  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  runs 
northwardly  by  the  ChenefTee  caftle  and  flats,  and  empties  into  lake 
Ontario,  eighty  miles  eaft  of  Niagaia  fort.  On  this  river  is  one  fet 
of  large  falls,  not  far  from  its  jundion  with  lake  Ontario.  The  in- 
habitants improve  thefe  fails  to  good  purpole,  by  the  eredion  of  mills 
upon  them. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Allegany  river  heads  in  the  Allegany 
mountain?,  near  the  fource  of  the  Tyoga,  and  luns  direftly  well  until 
it  is  joined  by  a  larg.r  branch  from  the  foiithward,  which  rifes  near 
the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah  :  their  junction  is  on  the  line  be- 
tween Penuiyivania  and  New-York.  From  this  junftion  the  river 
purfues  a  north-weft  courle,  leaving  a  fegment  of  the  nver  of  about 
fifty  miies  in  length,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  thence  it  proceeds  in 
a  circuitous  fouth-weft  diredlion,  until  it  crofles  into  Pennfylvania, 
from  thence  to  its  entrance  into  the  MilTiffippi  ;  it  has  already  been 
defcribed. 

There  are  few  fifii  in  the  rivers,  but  in  the  brooks  are  plenty  of 
trout ;  and  in  the  lakes,  yellow  perch,  fun-fifli,  falmon  trout,  cat- 
fifli,  and  a  variety  of  others. 

From  this  account  of  the  rivers,  it  is  eafy  to  conceive  the  excel- 
lent advantages  for  conveying  produce  to  market  from  every  part  of 
the  State. 

The  fettlements  already  made  in  this  State,  are  chiefly  upon  two 
narrow  oblongs,  extending  from  the  city  of  New-Yoik,  call  and 
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north.  The  one  caft,  is  Long-llhuul,  uhich  is  one  hunched  and 
forty  miles  long,  narrow,  and  furrounded  by  the  fea.  The  one  ex- 
tending north  is  about  forty  miles  in  breadth,  and  bilcrted  by  tiic 
Hudlbn  ;  and  fuch  is  the  interfettion  of  the  while  State  by  the 
branches  of  the  Hudibn,  the  Delaware,  the  Sufqiieh'.nn  ih,  and  other 
rivers  which  have  been  mentioned,  that  there  are  few  places  through- 
out its  whole  extent,  that  are  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  from 
fome  boatable  or  navigable  llream. 

York  bay,  which  is  nine  miles  long  and  four  broad,  fpreads  to 
the  fouthward  before  the  city  vf  New-York.  It  is  forn.ed  by  the 
confluence  of  the  Ealf  and  Hudion's  rivers,  and  embofoms  ieveral 
fmall  iflands,  of  which  Governor's  iiland  is  the  principal :  it  commu- 
nicates with  the  ocean  through  the  Nurr-onu^,  between  Staten  and 
Long-Iflands,  which  are  fcarcely  two  miles  wide.  The  paflbge  up  to 
New-York  and  Sandy-Hook,  thj  p  )int  oi'  land  that  extends  fartheft 
into  the  fea,  is  fale,  and  not  above  twenty  miles  in  length.  The 
common  navigation  is  between  the  eaft  and  well:  banks,  in  about 
twenty-two  feet  water.  There  is  a  liglit-hoLife  at  Sandy-Hook  on  a 
peninfula  from  the  Jerfcy  Ihore. 

South  bayjies  twelve  or  fifteen  miles  north  of  the  nortliern  bend  in 
Hudfon's  river :  at  its  north  end  it  receives  V.'ond  Creek  from  the 
fouth,  which  is  navigable  feveral  miles,  and  lined  with  fine  mea- 
dows ;  loon  after  it  mingles  its  waters  with  Eaft  1)  ^y,  which  Itretches 
eaftward  into  Vermont.  At  tne  junftion  of  thefe  bays  commences 
another  bay  or  lake,  f:-om  half  a  mile  to  a  mile  wide,  whole  banks  are 
fleep  hills,  or  cliffs  of  rocks,  generally  inaccelhljh-.  At  Ticonderoga 
this  bay  receives  the  waters  of  lake  George  from  the  fouth-well, 
through  a  large  brook,  which  rolls  down  a  gentle  declivity,  at  the 
foot  of  which  were  formerly  a  fet  of  faw  mills.  The  waters  of 
lake  George  are  one  hundred  feet  higher  than  tb.ofe  of  the  b.iy. 

Oneida  lake  lies  about  twenty  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix,  and  ex- 
tends weftward  about  thirty  miles. 

Salt  lake  is  fmall,  and  empties  into  Seneca  river  foon  after  its 
junftion  with  the  Onondago  river,  about  twelve  miles  from  Three 
River  point.  This  lake  is  ftrongly  impregnated  with  ialine  particles, 
which  circumftance  gave  rife  to  its  name.  The  Indians  make  their 
fait  from  it. 

Lake  Otfego,  at  the  head  of  Sufquchannah  river,  is  about  nine 
miles  long  and  narrow,  perhaps  not  more  than  a  mile  wide.     The 
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ictnd  on  the  banks  of  this  lake  is  very  good,  acd  the  cultivation  of  it 
cafy. 

Caniadcrago  lake  is  nearly  as  large  as  lake  Otfego,  and  dx  miles 
weft  of  it.  A  Itream,  by  the  name  of  Oaks  creek,  iflues  from  it, 
and  falls  into  tbeSufquebannah  river,  about  five  miles  below  Otfego. 
The  beft  cheefe  in  the  State  of  New-York  is  faid  to  be  made  upon  the 
borders  of  the  creek. 

Chatoqiie  lake  is  the  fource  of  Conawongo  river,  which  empties 
into  the  Allegany  :  the  lower  end  of  it,  whence  the  river  proceeds, 
is  in  latitude  42°  10';  from  thence  to  its  head  is  about  twenty-five 
miles.  From  the  north-weft  part  of  this  to  lake  Erie  is  nine  niJles> 
and  was  once  a  communication  ufed  by  the  French. 

On  the  north  fide  of  the  mountains,  in  Orange  county,  is  a  very 
valuable  tract  called  the  Dro-~ivKed  hands^  containing  about  forty  or 
fifty  thoufuul  acres.  The  waters,  which  defcend  from  the  fur- 
rounding  hills,  being  but  fiowly  difcharged  by  the  river  ilfuing  from 
it,  cover  thefe  vaft  meadows  every  winter,  and  render  them  extremely 
fertile ;  but  they  expofe  the  inhabitants  in  the  vicinity  to  intermit- 
tents.  The  Walkhill  river,  which  pafTvis  through  this  extenfive  aiU' 
phlhlom  traft,  and  emptits  into  Hudfon's  river,  is  in  the  fprjng  floo- 
red with  very  large  eels  in  great  plenty.  The  bottom  of  this  river  is 
a  broken  rock  ;  and,  it  is  fuppofed,  that  for  two  thoufand  pounds 
the  channel  might  be  deepened  ib  as  to  let  off  all  the  waters  from  the 
meadows,  and  thereby  redeem  from  the  floods  a  large  trad  of  rich 
land,  for  grafs,  hemp,  and  Indian  corn. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

Befides  the  trees  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  various  parts  01 
this  State,  the  feveral  kinds  of  oak,  fuch  as  white,  red,  yellow, 
black,  and  chefnut  oak  ;  white,  yellow,  fpriKe,  and  pitch  pines ; 
cedar,  fir-tree,  butternut,  afpin,  commonly  called  poplar,  white 
wood.,  which  in  Pennfylvania  is  called  poplar,  and  in  England  th 
tulip  tree,  rock,  maple,  the  linden  tree,  which,  with  the  white- 
wood,  grows  on  the  low  rich  ground,  the  button  wood,  flirub-cran- 
berry,  the  fruit  of  which  hangs  in  chiflers  like  grapes  as  large  as 
cherries ;  this  flirub  too  grows  on  low  ground.  Befides  thefe  is  the 
fumach,  which  bears  clufters  of  red  berries  :  the  Indians  chew  the 
leaves  inftead  of  tobacco  ;  the  berries  are  ufed  in  dyes.  Of  the  com- 
modities produced  from  culture,  wheat  is  the  ftaplp.  Of  this  article 
in  wheat  and  flour,  equivalent  to  one  million  bufliels  are  yearly  ex- 
ported. 
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■ported.  Indian  corn  and  peas  arc  likewife  raifed  for  exportation ; 
and  rye,  oats,  barley,  &c.  for  home  coniumption. 

In  fome  parts  of  the  State  large  dairies  are  kept,  which  furnifh  for 
the  market,  butter  and  cheefe.  The  beft  lands  in  this  State  which 
are  thofe  that  lie  along  the  Mohawk  river,  and  north  of  it,  and  weft 
of  the  Allegany  mountains,  are  yet  nioltly  in  a  ftatc  of  nature,  but 
are  moft  rapidly  fettling. 

The  county  of  Clinton,  in  the  moll  northern  pait  of  the  State,  on 
lake  Champlain  and  lake  George,  lies  about  midway  between  Que- 
bec and  New-York,  and  from  two  hundred  and  thirty  to  two  hundred 
and  forty  miles  from  each,  and  is  fettled  by  about  two  thoufand  in- 
habitants. A  great  proportion  of  the  lands  in  this  country  arc  of  an 
excellent  quality,  and  produce  in  abundance  the  various  kinds  of 
grain  cultivated  in  other  parts  of  the  State.  The  inhabitants  manu- 
facture earthen  ware,  pot  and  pearl  afii,  in  large  quantities,  which 
they  export  to  New-York  or  Quebec. — Their  wool  is  of  abetter  qua- 
lity than  that  which  is  produced  in  more  fouthern  climates ;  their  beef 
and  pork  is  fecond  to  none  ;  and  the  price  of  flail-fed  beef  in  Montreal, 
diftant  fixty  miles  from  Plattfburg,  is  fuch  as  to  encourage  the  far- 
mers to  drive  their  cattle  to  that  market.  Their  forefts  fupply  them 
with  fugar  and  molafTes,  as  every  family,  with  no  more  implements 
than  are  neceffiry  for  common  ufc,  can  make  a  fufficiency  for  its  own 
confumption,  and  that  at  a  feafon  when  the  farmer  can  be  no  other- 
wife  employed.  The  foil  is  well  adapted  to  the  culture  of  hemp. 
The  land  carriage  from  any  part  of  the  countr)',  in  tranfporting 
their  prcduce  to  New-York,  does  not  exceed  eighteen  miles.  The 
carrying  place  at  Ticonderoga  is  one  mile  and  a  half ;  and  from 
Fort  George,  at  the  fouth  end  of  the  lake  of  the  fame  name,  to  Fort 
Edward,  is  about  fourteen  miles ;  after  which  there  are  two  or  three 
fmall  obilrnftions  by  falls,  which  are  about  to  be  removed  by  the 
proprietors  of  the  northern  canal.  From  this  country  to  Quebec  are 
annually  fent  large  rafts,  the  rapids  at  St.  John's  and  Chawblee  being 
the  only  interruption  in  the  navigation,  and  thofe  not  fo  great  but 
that  at  fome  feaions,  batteaux  with  fixty  bufliels  of  folt  can  afcend 
them.  At  fome  diitance  from  the  fea,  fait  is  fold  at  half  a  dollar  a 
bufliel. 

In  the  northern  and  unfettlcd  parts  of  the  State  arc  plenty  of 
moofe  deer,  bears,  fome  beavers,  martins,  and  moft  other  inhabi- 
tants of  the  foreft,  except  wolves.  Ducks,  growfe,  pigeons,  and 
iifli  of  many  kinds,    and  particularly  falmon,    arc  taken   in  great 
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abundance  in  different  parts,  and  efpecially  in  the  county  of  Clinton. 
At  the  mouth  of  Saranac  river,  which  falls  into  Champlain,  the  fal- 
tnon  are  found  in  fuch  plenty,  that  it  is  iifual  to  take  four  or  five 
hundred  in  a  day  with  fpears  and  fmall  fcoop  nets.  They  are 
caught  from  May  till  November,  and  make  excellent  falted  provi- 
fions,  and  every  cottager,  by  fpcnding  an  hour  in  the  evening,  may 
obtain  a  fufhcient  fupply  for  his  family. 

ROADS  AND  BRIDGES. 

The  roads  in  this  State  have  been  in  general  but  indifferently  attended 
to  till  v.'ithin  the  two  or  three  lafl  years.  The  legiflature,  convinced  of 
the  importance  of  attending  to  the  matter,  and  perhaps  Simulated 
by  the  'enterprizing  and  aftive  Pennfylvanians,  who  are  competitors 
for  the  trade  of  the  vveftern  country,  have  lately  granted  very  liberal 
fums  towards  improving  thofe  roads  that  traverfe  the  moil  fettled 
parts  of  the  countr}^,  and  opening  fuch  as  lead  into  the  weflern  and 
northern  parts  of  the  State,  uniting,  as  far  as  polTible,  the  eflablifh- 
ments  on  the  Hudlbn  river,  and  the  moil  populous  parts  of  the  in- 
terior country  by  the  ncareil  prafticable  diftances.  A  poil  regularly 
rides  from  Albany  to  the  CheneiTee  river,  once  a  fortnight,  through 
Whiteftown,  Geneva,  Canadaqua,  Canawargus,  and  Wiiliamifourgh, 
on  the  Cheneflee  river.  By  this  edabliihnient  a  fafe  and  dire<fl  con- 
veyance is  opened  between  the  moil  interior  parts  of  the  United 
States  to  the  well,  and  the  feveral  States  ia  the  Union. 
•  A  grand  road  was  opened  through  Clinton  county,  wdiich  borders 
upon  Canada,  in  the  year  1790,  under  the  direction  of  aiSlr.  Rogers, 
of  Duchefs  county,  and  after  him  called  Rogers's  road.  This  road 
adds  greatly  to  the  convenience  and  fafety  of  travelling  between 
the  State  of  New- York  and  Canada,  efpecially  in  the  winter,  when 
paiTing  the  lakes  on  ice  is  often  dangerous,  and  always  imcomfor- 
table. 

A  road  2,]fp  has  been  lately  cut  from  Katt's-kill,  on  the  Hudfon, 
wellward;y,  which  pofles  near  Owafco  lake. 

A  biidge,  called  Staat's  bridge,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long» 
and  of  a  fuific.ent  width  to  adujit  two  carriages  abreafl,  has  lately 
been  thrown  acrofs  Abram's  creek,  which  falls  into  the  Hudfon  ri\er, 
near  the  city  of  Hudfon,  by  which,  a  communication  with  the 
qotintry,  in  a  new  direction,  is  opened  tVoni  the  city  of  Hudlbn  ;  and 
a  diflance  iaved  of  four  or  five  miles  in  the  a'<ain  poll  road  fronj  Xew- 
York  to  Albany. 

Skati» 
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Skatlcook  bridge,  in  the  town  of  that  name,  ten  miles  from  Lan- 
finburgh,  is  an  ingenious  ftrudiire,  built  at  the  private  expenfe  of 
an  enterprifing  and  liberal  gentleman.  It  coft  one  thoufand  four 
hundred  pounds  currency. 

The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  granted  three  thcufand  pounds 
to  build  a  bridge  over  the  iprovirs  of  Mohawk  river,  whenever  the 
fum  of  one  thoufand  pounds  Ihall  be  fublcribed  and  paid.  This 
bridge  will  be  one  of  the  longeft  in  America,  and  will  open  a  direft 
communication  to  a  very  extenfne  country,  increafing  fail  in  po- 
pulation, in  the  north-wcilein  parts  of  the  State. 

MEDICINAL  SPRINGS. 

The  moft  noted  fprings  in  this  State  are  thofe  of  Saratoga  :  they 
are  eight  or  nine  in  number,  fituated  in  the  margin  of  a  marfli, 
formed  by  a  branch  of  KayadarofTora  creek,  about  twelve  miles  well 
from  the  confluence  of  Fifli  creek  and  Hudlbn's  river.  They  are 
furrounded  by  a  rock  of  a  peculiar  kind,  formed  by  petrifaftions. 
One  of  them,  however,  more  particularly  attracts  the  attention  ;  it 
rifes  above  the  furface  of  the  earth  five  or  fix  feet,  in  the  form  of  a 
pyramid.  The  aperture  in  the  top,  which  difcovers  the  water,  is 
perfectly  cylindrical,  of  about  nine  inches  diameter.  In  this  the  wa- 
ter is  about  twelve  inches  below  the  top,  except  at  the  time  of  its 
annual  difcharge,  which  is  commonly  in  the  beginning  of  lummer. 
At  all  times  it  appears  to  be  in  as  great  agitation  as  if  boiling  in  a 
pot,  although  it  is  extremely  cold.  The  fame  appearances  obtain  in 
the  other  fprings,  except  that  the  furrounding  rocks  are  of  different 
figures,  aiid  the  water  flows  regularly  from  them. 

By  obfervation  and  expeiimcnt.,  the  principal  impregnation  of  the 
water  is  found  to  be  a  folTiIe  acid,  which  is  predominant  in  the  tafte. 
It  is  alfo  ftrongly  impregnated  with  a  faline  fubftance,  which  is  very 
difcernible  in  the  talte  of  the  water,  and  in  the  tafte  and  fmell  of  the 
petrified  matter  about  it.  From  the  corrofive  aid  diflolving  nature 
of  the  acid,  the  water  acquires  a  chalybeate  property,  and  receives 
into  its  compofition  a  portion  of  calcareous  earth,  which,  when  fepa- 
rated,  refembles  an  impure  magnefia.  As  the  different  fprings  have 
no  eflTential  variance  in  the  nature  of  their  waters,  but  the  proportions 
of  the  chalybeate  impregnation,  it  is  rendered  probable  that  they  are 
derived  from  one  common  fource,  but  flow  in  feparate  channels, 
where  they  have  connection  with  metallic  bodies  in  greater  or  lefs 
proportions.     The  ftomachs  of  fome  females,  however,  are  fo  deli- 
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cate,  as  to  perceive  a  difference  in  the  effedt  and  operation  of  the 
different  fprings. 

The  prodigious  quantity  of  air  contained  in  this  water  makes  ano-^ 
tlier  difUnguifliing  property  of  it.  This  air,  driving  for  enlarge- 
ment, produces  the  fermentation  and  violent  aftion  of  the  water  be- 
fore defcribed.  After  t^e  water  has  ftood  a  fmall  time  in  an  open 
veflel,  for  no  tight  one  will  contain  it,  the  air  efcapes,  the  water  be- 
comes vapid,  and  lofes  all  that  life  and  pungency  which  diftinguiflies 
it  when  firft  taken  from  the  pool.  The  particles  of  difToived  earth  are 
depoiited  as  the  water  flows  off,  which,  with  the  combination  of 
the  falts  and  fixed  air,  concrete  and  form  the  rocks  about  the- 
fprings. 

As  to  the  quality  of  thefe  medicinal  fprings,  to  moft  people  who 
drink  the  waters,  they  are  at  firft  very  difagreeable,  having  a  flrong, 
brackifh,  briny  tafle;  but  ufe  in  a  great  meafure  takes  off  the  nauie- 
oufnefs,  and  renders  them  palatable,  and  to  many  very  grateful. 
Upon  a  few  they  operate  as  an  emetic  ;  upon  moft  as  cathartic  and 
diuretic.  They  may  be  taken  in  very  large  quantities  without  fen- 
fible  injury,  or  difagreeable  operation. 

The  following  curious  experiments  made  on  thefe  waters,  are  ex- 
•trafted  from  Dr.  Mitchell's  Journal  : 

*'  A  young  turkey  held  a  few  inches  above  the  water  in  the  crater 
of  the  lower  fpring,  was  thrown  into  convulfions  in  lefs  than  half  a 
minute,  and  gafping,  fliewed  figns  of  approaching  death  ;  but  on 
removal  from  that  place,  and  expofure  to  the  frefli  air,  revived  and 
became  lively.  On  immerfion  again  for  a  minute  in  the  gas,  the  bird 
was  taken  out  languid  and  motionlefs. 

♦'  A  fmall  dog  put  into  the  fame  cavity,  and  made  to  breathe  the 
contained  air,  was,  in  lefs  than  one  minute,  thrown  into  convulfive 
motions,  made  to  pant  for  breath,  and,  laflly,  to  lofe  entirely  the 
power  to  cry  or  move ;  when  taken  out,  he  was  too  weak  to  ftand, 
but  foon,  in  the  common  air,  acquired  ftrength  enough  to  rife  and 
ilagger  away. 

*'  A  trout  recently  caught,  and  brifkly  fvvimming  in  a  pail  of  brook 
water,  was  carefully  put  into  a  veffel  jufl  filled  from  the  fpring,  the 
fifli  was  in ftantly  agitated  with  violent  convulfions,  gradually  loft  the 
capacity  to  move  and  poife  itfejij  grew  ftupid  and  ijifenfible,  and  in 
9  few  jjiinutes  was  dead. 
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•*  A  candle  repeatedly  lighted,  and  let  down  near  the  furfiKc  of  the 
water,  was  fuddenly  extinguiflied,  and  not  a  veftige  of  light  or  fire 
remained  on  the  wirk. 

"  A  bottle  filled  with  the  water  and  fliakcn,  emits  fuddenly  a  large 
quantity  of  aenal  matter,  that  either  forces  out  the  cork,  or  makes  a 
way  befide  or  through  it,  or  burfts  the  veflTcI. 

*'  A  quantity  of  wheaten  flour  moiflcned  with  this  water,  and 
kneaded  into  dough,  when  made  into  cakes  and  put  into  a  baking 
pan,  rofe,  during  the  application  of  heat,  into  a  light  and  fpongy 
bread,  without  the  aid  of  yeaft  or  leaven  :  from  which  it  appears, 
that  the  air  extricated  from  the  water  \i  precifely  fimilar  to  that  prcK- 
duced  by  ordinary  fermentation. 

*'  Some  Jime  water,  made  of  flalaftiles  brought  from  the  fubterra- 
nean  cave  at  Rhynebec,  became  immediately  turbid  on  mixture  with 
the  fpring  water,  but  when  the  water  had  been  lately  drawn,  the  pre- 
cipitate was  quickly  re-diflblved. 

"  Some  of  the  rock  furrounding  the  fpring,  on  being  put  into  the 
fire,  calcined  to  quick-lime  and  flaked  very  well. 

"  When  the  the  aerial  matter  has  evaporated,  the  water  lofes  its 
tranfparency,  and  lets  fall  a  calcareous  fediment :  whence  it  is 
evident  that  the  gas  is  ::erial  acid,  that  the  rock  is  limeflone,  atid 
that  by  means  of  the  former,  the  water  becomes  capable  of  dif- 
folving  and  conveying  the  latter." 

Great  numbers  of  people,  under  a  variety  of  maladies,  refort  to 
thefe  fprings,  and  many  find  relief,  and  a  confiderabk  number  a  con> 
plete  cure,  particularly  in  bilious  diforders,  fait  rheum,  and  relaxa- 
tions. But  as  the  v.aters  are  unfriendly  and  even  fatal  in  fome  dif- 
orders, they  ought  to  be  ufed  under  the  direftion  of  a  phyfician 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  qualities  of  the  waters,  and  the  dif- 
eafes  of  the  patient.  Ignorant  of  the  fuitablenefs  of  the  waters  to 
their  complaints,  many  have  imprudently  thrown  away  their  lives  iu 
the  ufe  of  them. 

New-Lebanon  fprings  are  next  in  celebrity  to  thofe  of  Saratoga. 
New-Lebanon  is  a  pleafant  village,  fituated  partly  in  a  vale,  and 
partly  on  the  declivity  of  hills.  The  pool  is  fituated  on  acoin- 
inanding  eminence,  overlooking  the  valley,  and  furrounded  with  a 
few  houfes,  which  afford  but  indifferent  accommodations  for  the  va- 
letudinarians who  refort  here  in  fearch  of  iiealth.  The  waters  have 
3n  agreeable  temperature,  and  are  not  unpleafant  to  the  tafte.  From 
the  experiments  of  Dr,  Mitchell  it  appear;,  that  the  ^vater  contaitis  no 
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iron,  no  lime,  no  neutral  lalt,  no  fixed  air,  no  other  acid  ;  that  foap 
unites  very  well  with  the  water,  makes  a  good  lather,  and  is  excel- 
lent for  bleaching  cloths  ;  that  the  ipring  is  a  Therm^e^  and  has 
plenty  of  lime-ftone  in  its  neighbourhood.  Its  wai'mth  is  fo  confide- 
rable,  that  during  the  coolnefs  of  the  morning,  even  in  Auguft,  co- 
pious vapours  are  emitted  by  the  pool,  and  the  ftream  which  ifliies 
from  it,  for  a  confiderable  diftance  ;  but  the  evaporated  matter  has 
no  peculiar  odour.  From  all  which  particulars  taken  together,  this 
theory  rationally  refults  ;  a  quantity  of  iron  and  brimflone,  fome- 
where  within  the  mountain,  are,  by  reafon  of  their  chemical  affinity, 
in  the  aft  of  combining  into  martial  pyrites.  During  their  aftion 
iipon  each  other,  heat  is  produced,  and  pure  air  is  abforbed.  The 
water  running  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  bed  of  pyrites  borrows 
iome  of  its  heat,  and  receives  alfo  that  part  of  the  atmofpheric  fluid 
which  remains  after  the  confumption  of  the  pure  air,  i.  e.  fouU  or 
azotic  gas.  But  as  the  heat  is  excited  in  the  bowels  of  a  calcareous 
mountain,  it  happens,  that  by  the  combination  of  l\\&  limeftonc-Mith  a 
'Very  fmall  portion  of  the  fulphur^  a  calcareous  hcpar  is  formed^  which 
flying  off  in  the  form  o^  hepatic  gas,  gives  an  exceedingly  flight  tinc- 
ture to  tlie  water  of  the  pool.  Thefe  waters  are  ufed  with  fuccefs,  it 
is  faid,  in  fcorbutic  and  rheumatic  riifeafes,  fait  rheums,  &c.  but  are 
pernicious  to  confumptive  perfons. 

In  the  new  town  of  Renfiallaer,  nearly  oppofite  to  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, a  medicinal  fpring  has  lately  been  difcovered,  combining  moll 
of  the  valuable  properties  of  the  celebrated  waters  of  Saratoga. 
Should  furtlier  experiments  confirm  the  favourable  opinion  already 
entertained  of  this  fpring,  it  will  prove  a  fortunate  difcovery  for  the 
city  of  Aib:my,  and  for  the  country  adjoining,  as  well  as  for  the  in- 
valids who  annually  refort  to  Saratoga,  under  many  inconveniencies 
and  at  a  great  expenfe. 

The  fait  fprings  we  have  already  mentioned.  The  weight  of  a 
bufliel  of  the  fait  made  of  thefe  waters  is  fifty-fix  pounds,  and  is  equal 
ingoodnefs  to  that  imported  from  Turks  ifland. 

This  State  embofoms  vaft  quantities  of  iron  ore.  Naturalifts  ob- 
ferve  that  ore,  in  fwamps  and  pondy  ground,  vegetates  and  in- 
creafes.  There  is  a  filvcr  mine  at  Philipfburgh,  which  produces 
virgin  filver.  Lead  is  found  in  Herkemer  county,  and  fulphur  in 
Montgomery.  Spar,  zink,  or  fpelter,  a  femi-metal,  magnez,  ufed 
in  glazings,  pyrites  of  a  golden  hue,  various  kinds  of  copper  ore, 
and  lead  and  coal  mines,  are  found  in  this  State.     Alfo  petrified 

wood, 
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wood,  plafter  of  Paris,  ifinglafs  in  Tlieets,  talc  and  cryftals  of  various 
kinds  and  colours,  flint,  afbeftos,  and  feveral  other  fol'ils.  A  fmall 
black  ftone  has  alfo  been  found,  which  vitrifies  with  a  fniall  heat, 
and,  it  is  fald,  makes  excellent  glals. 

ISLANDS. 

There  are  three  iflands  of  note  belonging  to  this  State,  viz.  York- 
Ifland,  which  will  be  heieafter  dcicribed,*  Long-ifland  and  Staten- 
Illand. 

Long-lfland  extends  one  hundred  and  forty  miles,  and  terminates 
with  Moatauk  point.  It  is  not  more  than  ten  miles  in  breadth  on  a 
medium,  and  is  leparated  from  Connecticut  by  Lony-Illand  found. 
The  iOand  is  divided  into  three  counties ;  King's,  Queen's  and 
Suffolk. 

King's  county  lies  at  the  weft  end  of  Long-lfland,  oppofite  New- 
York,  and  is  not  above  ten  miles  long  and  eight  broad  j  the  inhabi- 
tants are  princij  ally  Dutch  and  live  well ;  it  contains  a  number  of 
pleafant  villages,  of  which  Flatbufli,  Brooklyn  and  Bedford,  are  the 
principal. 

Queen's  county  lies  next  to  King's  as  you  proceed  eaftward  ;  it  ii 
about  thirty  miles  long  and  twelve  broad.  Jamaica,  Newtoxvn, 
Hampfteal,  in  whi^h  is  a  handfomecourt-houfe,  and  Oyfter-bay,  arc 
the  principal  villages  in  this  county. 

Suffolk  county  is  about  one  hundred  miles  long  and  ten  broad,  and 
comprehends  all  the  eaftern  part  of  the  ifland  and  feveral  little  illands 
adjoining,  viz.  Shelter  ifland,  Fiflier's  ifland,  Plum  ifland,  and  tht 
Ifle  of  Wight.  Its  principal  towns  are  Huntington,  Southampton, 
Smithtown,  Brook-Haven,  Eaft-Hampton,  in  which  is  the  academy, 
Southhold  and  Bridge-Hampton. 

The  ibutb  fide  of  the  ifland  is  flat  land,  of  a  light  fandy  foil,  bor- 
dered on  the  Ita  coaft  with  large  tradts  of  lalt  meadow,  extending 
from  the  weft  po:nt  of  the  ifland  to  South. .mpton  ;  this  foil,  how- 
ever, is  well  calculated  for  raihng  grain,  cfpeoialiy  Indian  corn.  The 
north  fide  of  the  ifland  is  hilly  and  of  a  flrong  foil,  adapted  to  the 
culture  of  grain,  hay,  and  fruit.  A  ridge  of  hiils  extends  from  Ja- 
maica to  Southhold.  Large  herds  of  cattle  feed  uj)on  Hampftead 
plain,  and  on  the  fait  marllies  upon  the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland. 

Hampftead  plain,  in  Q^ieen's  county,  isacurioflty;  it  is  fixteen. 

miles  in  length,  eaft  and  weft,  and  feven  or  eight  miles  wide  ;  the 

foil  is  black,  and  to  appearance  rich,  and  yet  it  was  never  known  to 

have 
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have  any  natural  growth,  except  a  kind  of  wild  grafs  and  a  few  flirubir. 
It  is  frequented  by  vaft  numbers  of  plover.  Rye  grows  tolerably 
well  on  forae  parts  of  the  plain.  The  moft  of  it  lies  common  for 
cattle,  horfes,  and  Iheep.  As  there  is  nothing  to  impede  the  prof- 
ped  in  the  whole  length  of  this  plain,  it  has  a  curious  but  tirefome 
cfFedl  upon  the  eye,  not  unlike  that  of  the  ocean. 

Eaft  of  this  plain,  on  the  middle  of  the  ifland,  is  comparatively  a 
barren  heath,  overgrown  w  ith  flirub  oaks  and  pines,  amongft  which 
it  is  fuppofed  there  are  feveral  thoufand  deer.  It  is  frequented  alfo 
by  a  great  number  of  growfe,  a  very  delicious  bird.  Laws  have 
been  paffed  for  the  prefervation  of  thefe  birds  and  the  deer. 

It  is  repwrkable,  that  on  Montauk  point,  at  the  eaft  end  of  the 
ifland,  there  are  no  flies.  Between  this  point  and  Eaft-Hampton 
is  a  beach  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide,  in  the  center  of  which  was 
found,  aboxit  fifty  years  ago,  under  a  fand  hill  which  was  blown  up 
by  the  wind,  the  entire  fl;eleton  of  a  large  whale,  nearly  half  a  mite 
from  the  water. 

There  are  very  few  rivers  upon  the  ifland  ;  the  largefl:  is  Peako- 
nock,  which  rifes  about  ten  miles  weft  of  a  place  called  River-head, 
where  the  court-houfe  ftands,  and  runs  eafterly  into  a  large  bay  di- 
viding Southhold  from  Southampton ;  in  this  bay  are  Robin  and 
Shelter  illands. 

The  fouth  ftde  of  the  ifland  is  indented  with  numerous  ftreams  of 
various  iizes,  which  fall  into  a  large  bay  two  or  three  miles  over, 
formed  by  a  beach  about  eighty  rods  wide,  which  appears  like  a  bor- 
der to  the  ifland,  extending  from  the  weft  end  of  it  to  Southampton. 
Through  this  beach,  in  various  places,  are  inlets  of  fuch  depth  as 
to  admit  of  veflels  of  fixty  or  feventy  tons.  This  bay  was  formerly 
frefli  water.  Oyfters,  clams  and  fifh  of  various  kinds,  are  caught 
with  eafe,  and  in  great  plenty  in  this  bay,  with  feines,  during  the 
winter  feafon.  It  is  not  uncommon  to  lee  forty  or  fifty  veflels  here 
loading  with  oyfters  at  the  fame  time.  And  what  is  almoft  incre- 
dible, but  fiipported  by  the  teftimony  of  perfons  of  veracity,  well 
informed  as  to  the  matter,  thirty  waggon  loads  of  bafs  have  been 
caught  in  this  bay  at  one  draught. 

Rockonkama  pond  lies  about  the  center  of  the  ifland,  between 
Smithtown  and  Iflip,  and  is  about  a  mile  in  circumference  ;  this 
pond  has  been  found  by  obfervation  to  rife  gradually  for  feveral 
years  until  arrived  to  a  certain  height,  and  then  to  fall  more  ra- 
pidly to  its  ioweft  bed,  and  thus  it  is  continually  ebbing  and  flow- 
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liig.  The  miie  of  this  curious  phenomenon  has  never  l:)ecn  invef- 
tigated.  Two  miles  to  the  Ibuthward  of  this  pond  is  a  confiderable 
ftream,  called  Connefticvit  river,  ^Vhich  empties  into  the  bav. 

There  are  two  whale  fiflieries,  one  from  Sagg  harbour,  which 
produces  about  one  thoufarid  barrels  of  oil  annually ;  the  other  is  much 
fmaller,  and  is  carried  on  by  the  inhabitants  in  the  winter  fenfon  from 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  ifland.  They  commonly  catch  from  three  to 
{even  whales  in  a  feafon,  which  produce  from  twenty-five  to  forty 
barrels  each,  of  oil.  This  fifliery  was  formerly  a  fource  of  con- 
fiderable wealth  to  the  inhabitants,  but  through  a  fcarcity  of  whales 
it  has  greatly  declined  of  late  years. 

There  is  a  confiderable  trade  carried  on  froni  Sagg  harbour, 
whence  is  exported  to  the  Weft-Indies  and  other  places,  whale  oil, 
pitch-pine  boards,  horfes,  cattle,  flax  feed,  beef,  &c.  The  produce 
of  the  middle  and  weftern  parts  of  the  ifland  is  carried  to  New- 
York,  This  ifland  contains  more  than  thirty-fevcn  thoufand  inhabi- 
tants. 

Staten  ifland  lies  nine  miles  fouth- weft  of  the  city  of  New- York, 
and  foi-ms  Richmond  county :  it  is  about  eighteen  miles  in  length, 
^nd,  at  a  medium,  fix  or  feven  in  breadth,  and  contains  three  thou- 
fand eight  hundred  and  thirty-five  inhabitants.  On  the  fouth  fide  is 
a  confiderable  trafl  of  level,  good  land,  but  the  ifland  in  general  is 
fough  and  the  hills  high.  Richmond  is  the  only  town  of  any  note 
bn  the  ifland,  and  that  is  a  poor  inconfiderable  place.  The  inha^ 
bitants  are  principally  defcehdants  of  the  Dutch  and  French. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  nineteen  counties,  viz.  New-York, 
Albany^  Suffolk,  Queen's,  King's,  Richmond,  Weft-Chefter,  Orange, 
Ulfter,  Duchefs,  Columbia,  RanflTellaer,  Wafliington,  Clinton,  Mont- 
gomery, Ontario,  Herkcmer,  Otfego,  and  Tyoga,  v.hich,  by  an  act  of 
the  legiflature,  pafl!ed  in  March,  1788,  were  fubdivided  into  tbwnftiips. 

The  three  laft-mentioned  counties  have  been  feparated  from 
Montgomery  fince  the  cenfus,  and  have  acquired  the  greater  part  of 
their  inhabitants  fubfequent  to  that  period,  moft  of  whom  emigrated 
from  the  New-England  States,  The  county  of  Herkemer  is  com- 
^ofed  of  the  towns  of  German  Flats,  Herkcmer,  and  Whiteftown, 
v.hich,  in  1792,  was  divid«;d  into  feveval  other  towns,  and  contained 
in   1790,  according  to  the  cenfus,  four  thoufand  feven  hundred  and 

Voj..  IT,  S  i.  twenty- 
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tiventy-threa  inhabitants ;  fmce  which  this  number  has  been  incrcafel' 
to  upwards  of  fourteen  thoiiiand. 

The  townfliips,  into  which  the  counties  are  divided,  are  corpora^ 
tions  invefted  with  certain  privileges.  The  aft  direfts,  that  the* 
freeholders  in  the  feveral  townfliips  (hall  alTi^mble  in  town  meetings 
on  the  firft  Tuefday  in  April  annually,  and  chufe  their  town  officers, 
viz.  one  fupervifor,  one  town  clerk,  from  three  to  feven  aireflbrs, 
one  or  more  eoUec'tors,  two  overfeers  of  the  poor,  commifiioners  oi 
highways,  conftables,  fence-viewers,  pound-maflers,  5cc.  thefe  are 
to  hold  their  refpeftive  offices  one  year,  or  until  others  be  chofen< 
This  aft,  which  appears  to  have  originated  from  a  fpirit  of  pure  re- 
publicanifm,  came  in  force  the  firil  day  of  April,  1789.  It  has  a 
happy  tendency  to  difTeminate  through  the  State  fuch  information 
and  fuch  principles  as  are  calculated  to  cherifli  the  fpirit  of  freedom^ 
and  to  fupport  the  republican  government.  The  frequent  coUeftion 
of  people  in  town  meetings  makes  them  acquainted  with  each  other^ 
and  aflimilates  their  ideas  and  their  manners :  their  being  invefted 
with  power  makes  them  feel  their  importance,  and  roufes  their  am- 
bition ;  their  town  meetings  will  be  a  fchool,  in  which  all  the  free 
citizens  of  the  State  may  learn  how  to  tranlaft  bufmefs  with. pro- 
priety, and  in  which  they  may  qualify  themfelves  for  the  higher  of- 
fices of  the  State  ;  the  number  of  public  offices  will  be  increafed, 
without  increafing  the  expenfes  of  the  State ;  and  the  defire  of  pro- 
motion is  innate  in  human  nature,  and  as  ambition  to  pofTefs  the  re<- 
quifite  qualifications  comiuonly  accompanies  this  defire,  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  the  number  of  perfons  qualified  for  public  offices  wil\ 
be  increafed,  and  of  coiirfe  the  number  of  good  citizens  propor- 
tionably  multiplied,  and  the  fubordinate  civil  atFairs  of  the  Stat« 
«iore  faithfully  and  more  regulai'ly  tranfafted. 

C  H  I  E  F     T  O  W  N  S. 

There  are  three  incorporated  cities  in  this  Stat^ ;  New-York, 
Albany  acd  Hudfon. 

NEW-YORK 

is  t?ie  capital  of  the  State,  and  ffands  on  the  fouth-wefi  point  of 
IHanhattan,  commonly  called  Nevi'-York  ifland,  at  the  confluence  of 
the  HiKlfvXi  and  Eaft  rivers.  The  principal  part  of  the  ci:y  lies  on 
the  eafi:  fide  of  the  ifland,  although  the  buildings  extend  from  one 
fiver  to  tlie  other.     The  length  of  the   ciiy  on  Eart  river  is  about 
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two  mile?,  but  falls  much  fliort  of  that  diftancc  on  the  banks  of  the 
Hudfon.  Its  breadth,  on  an  average,  is  nearly  three-fourths  of  a 
mile,  and  its  circumference  may  be  four  miles.  The  plan  of  the 
city  is  not  perfe£l!y  regular,  but  is  laid  out  with  reference  to  the 
lituation  of  the  ground.  The  ground  which  was  unoccupied  before 
the  peace  of  1783,  was  laid  out  in  parallel  ftreets  of  convenient 
width,  which  has  had  a  good  effecft  upon  the  parts  of  the  city  lately- 
built.  The  principal  Ifreets  run  neuly  parallel  with  the  rivers  ; 
thefe  arc  interfered,  though  not  at  right  angles,  by  llreets  running 
from  river  to  river.  In  tlie  width  of  the  ftreets  there  is  a  great  di- 
verfity.  Water-ftrcet  and  Pearl-ilreet,  {ci-dcvant  Queen-ftreet)  which 
occupy  the  banks  of  Eaft  river,  are  \ery  conveniently  fituated  for 
bufinefs,  but  they  are  low  and  too  narrow,  not  admitting,  in  fome 
places,  of  walks  on  the  fides  for  foot  pafTengcrs.  Broad-ftreet,  ex- 
tending f;om  the  Exchange  to  City-hall,  is  fufficicntly  wide;  this  was 
originaily  built  on  each  fide  of  the  creek,  which  penetrated  almoft 
to  the  Ciiy-hall;  this  ftreet  is  low  but  pleafant.  But  the  moft  con- 
venient and  agreeable  p:!rt  of  the  city  is  the  Broadway ;  it  begins 
at  a  point  which  is  formed  by  the  junftion  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft 
rivers,  occupies  the  height  of  land  between  them  upon  a  true  mcri-» 
dional  line,  rifes  gently  to  the  northward,  is  rear  feventy  feet  wide, 
adorned,  where  the  foit  formerly  flood,  (which  has  been  lately 
levelled)  wiih  an  elegant  brick  edifice  for  the  accommodation  of 
the  governor  of  the  btate,  and  a  public  walk  from  the  extremity  of 
the  point,  occupying  the  ground  of  the  lower  battery,  which  is  now 
demoliflicd ;  alfo  with  two  epifcopal  churches,  and  a  number  of 
elegant  private  buildings.  It  terminates,  to  the  northward,  in  a 
triangular  area,  fronting  the  bridewell  and  alms-houfe,  and  com» 
mnnds  from  any  point,  a  view  of  the  bay  and  narrows. 

Since  the  year  1788,  that  part  of  the  city  which  was  buried  in 
ruins  during  the  war  has  been  rapidly  rebuilding;  theftreets  widened, 
ftraitened,  raifed  in  the  middle  under  an  angle  fufficient  to  carry  off 
the  water  to  the  fide  gutters,  and  foot-ways  of  brick  made  on  each 
fide.  At  this  time,  the  part  that  was  deftroyed  by  fire  is  almoft 
wholly  covered  with  elegant  brick  houfes. 

Wall-ftreet  is  generally  fifty  feet  wide  and  elevated,  and  the  build- 
ings elegant.  Hanover-fquare  and  Dock-flrcet  arc  conveniently  fitu- 
ated for  bufinefs,  and  the  houfes  well  built.  William-fireet  is  alfo 
^e!evated  and  convenient,  and  is  the  principal  market  for  retailing  dry 
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goods.     JMany  of  the  other  ftieets  are  pleafant,  but  moft  of  them  ar«i 
irregular  and  narrow. 

The  houfes  are  generally  built  of  brick  and  the  roofs  tiled  ;  there 
are  remaining  a  few  houfes  built  after  the  old  Dutch  manner,  but 
the  Englifh  tafte  has  prevailed  almoft  a  century. 

Upon  the  fouth-vyeli  point  of  the  land  a  fort  with  four  baftions 
formerly  ftood,  and  alfo  a  battery  below.  The  area  of  the  fort  con- 
tained an  elegant  houfe  for  the  accommodation  of  the  royal  goverr 
rioi's,  apd  was  confumed  by  fire  in  Governor  Tryou's  time.  Thig 
fort  and  battery  were  removed  in  the  year  1791. 

The  moft  magnificent  edifice  in  this  city  is  Federal-l^all,  fituated 
at  the  head  of  Broad-flreet,  where  its  front  appears  to  great  advaur 
tage  ;  the  bafemenc  ftory  is  Tufcan,  and  is  pierced  with  feveii  open- 
ings ;  four  mafiy  pillars  in  the  center  fupport  four  Doric  columns 
and  a  pediment.  The  freeze  is  ingenioufiy  divided,  to  admit 
thirteen  ftars  in  metopes  ;  theie,  with  the  American  Eagle,  and 
other  infignia  in  the  pediment,  and  the  tablets  over  the  windows, 
filled  with  the  thirteen  arrows  and  the  olive-branch  united,  mark  ic 
as  a  building  dcfignr.ted  for  national  purpofes.  After  entering  from 
the  Broad-ftreef,  we  find  a  plainly  finifiied  fquare  room  flagged  with 
flone,  and  to  which  the  citizens  have  free  accefs  ;  from  this  we  enter 
the  veftibule  iri  the  center  of  the  pile,  which  leads  in  front  to  the 
floor  of  the  veprefen<-:tives  room,  or  real  Federal-hall,  and  through 
two  aichcs  on  each  fide  by  a  public  ftair-cafe  on  the  left,  and  by  a 
private  one  on  the  right  to  the  fenate-chamber  and  lobbies. 

This  veftlbuie  is  paved  with  marble — is  very  lofty  and  well-finifii-- 
ed ;  the  lower  part  is  of  a  light  ruftic,  which  fupports  a  hand-s 
fome  iron  gallery ;  the  upper  half  is  in  a  lighter  ftyle,  and  is  finiflied 
with  a  Iky  light  of  about  twelve  by  eighteen  feet,  which  is  decorated 
with  a  profuuon  of  ornament  in  the  richcft  tafle.  The  reprefenta- 
tives  room  is  a  fpacious  and  e.eg.nt  apartment  fixty-one  teet  deep^ 
fifty-eight  wide,  ^nd  thirty-fix  higli,  a  coved  ceiling  of  about  ten  feet 
high  not  inc'u;'.od.  This  room  is  of  an  oftangular  form  ;  four  of 
its  fides  are  ro'uided  in  the  manner  of  niches,  and  give  a  graceful 
variety  to  the  whole  ;  the  windows  are  large  and  placed  fixteen 
feet  from  the  floor ;  all  below  them  is  finiflicd  with  plain  wainfcot, 
interrupted  only  by  four  chimnies ;  but  above  thefe  a  number  of 
Ionic  columns  and  pilafters,  with  their  proper  cntabL=turc,  are  very 
judicioufiy  difpofed,  and  give  great  elegance.  In  the  pannels  be- 
tween 
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twecn  the  windows  trophies  nre  carved,  and  the  letters  U.  S.  in  a 
cypher  lurrounded  with  laurel.  The  I'peaker's  chair  is  oppofite  the 
great  door,  and  railed  by  feveral  fteps  ;  the  chairs  for  the  members 
Sire  ranged  fcmicircularly  in  two  rows  in  front  of  the  fpeaker  j  ther? 
are  two  galleries  for  the  accommodation  of  fpcftators. 

On  the  left  of  the  vellibiile  is  a  lobby,  nineteen  by  forty-eight  feet, 
finlflied  with  Tufcan  pilafters :  this  leads  to  the  fenate  chamber, 
which  is  forty  feet  long,  thirty  wide  and  twenty  high,  with  an  arched 
ceiling;  it  has  three  windows  in  front  and  three  back  ;  thofc  in  front 
open  into  a  gallery  twelve  feet  deep,  guai-ded  by  an  elegant  iron 
j-ailing.  In  this  gallery  General  Wafliington,  attended  by  the  Senate 
and  Hoiife  of  Reprefentatives,  took  his  oath  of  office  as  Prefident, 
in  the  face  of  Heaven,  and  in  prefencc  of  a  large  concoiirfe  of 
people  aflcmblcd  in  front. 

The  fenate  chamber  is  decorated  with  pilaftcrs  of  an  order  in- 
vented by  Majoy  L'Enfant  the  architefl,  which  have  a  magnificent 
appearance.  The  marble  which  is  iifed  in  the  chimnies  is  American, 
and  for  beauty  of  fliades  and  poIiOi  is  equal  to  any  of  its  kind  ia 
Europe.  Befides  thele,  there  are  feveral  other  rooms  for  ufe  an4 
convenience ;  a  library,  lobbies,  and  committee  rooms  above,  and 
guard-rooms  below.  The  building,  on  the  whole,  does  much  credit 
to  the  ingenuity  and  abilities  of  the  archiled. 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city  are,  three  houfes  for  public 
worfliip  for  the  Dutch  reformed  church,  four  Preibyterian  churches, 
three  Epifcopal  churches,  two  for  German  Lutherans  and  Calvinifls, 
two  Friends'  meeting-houfes,  two  for  Baptiib,  two  for  Methodiib, 
one  for  Moravians,  one  Roman  Catholic  church,  one  French  Pro- 
teftant  church  out  of  repair,  and  a  Jew's  fynagogue.  Befides  thefe^ 
there  is.  the  governor's  houfe  already  mentioned,  a  moll  elegant 
building,  the  college,  gaol,  and  feveral  other  buildings  of  lefs  note. 
The  city  is  accoaimodated  with  four  markets  in  different  parts, 
which  are  furniflied  with  a  great  plenty  and  variety  of  provilions  in 
neat  and  excellent  order. 

The  government  of  the  city,  which  was  incorporated  in  1696,  is 
now  in  the  hands  of  a  mayor,  aUlcrmen  and  common  counil.  The 
city  is  divided  into  feven  warJr,  in  each  of  v>  tr.ch  there  is  chofen 
annually  by  the  people  an  allcrnian  md  an  affiftanr,  who,  toge- 
ther with  the  recorder,  are  appointed  annually  by  the  council  of  ap- 
pointmexit. 

The 
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The  mayor's  court,  which  is  held  from  time  to  time  by  adjourn^ 
«Hent,  is  in  high  reputation  as  a  court  of  law. 

A  court  of  felfions  is  likevvife  held  for  the  trial  of  criminal  caufes. 

The  fituation  of  the  city  is  both  healthy  and  pleafant ;  furrounded 
<rn  all  fides  by  water,  it  is  refiefued  with  cool  breezes  in  fummer, 
and  the  air  in  winter  is  more  temperate  than  in  other  places  under 
the  fame  parallel.  York  ifland  is  fifteen  miles  in  length,  and  hardly 
one  in  breadth  ;  it  is  joined  to  the  Maine  by  a  bridge,  called  King's 
bridge.  The  channels  between  Long  and  Staten  Iflandr,  and  be- 
tween Long  and  York  ifiands,  are  fo  narrow  as  to  occafion  an  unufual 
rapidity  of  the  tides,  which  is  increafed  by  the  confluence  of  the 
\i'aters  of  the  Hudfon  and  Eaft  rivers ;  this  rapidity,  in  general,  pre- 
vents the  obilruftion  of  the  channel  by  ice,  fo  that  the  navigation 
is  clear,  except  for  a  few  days  in  feafons  when  the  weather  is  un- 
commonly fevere.  There  is  no  bafon  or  bay  for  the  reception  of 
iliips  ;  but  the  road  where  they  lie,  in  Eall  river,  is  defended  from 
the  violence  of  the  fea  by  the  iflands,  which  interlock  with  each 
ether,  fo  that,  except  that  of  Rhode-Ifland  and  Portland,  in  the 
dilln(5t  of  Maine,  the  harbour  of  New-York,  which  admits  fliips  of 
any  burthen,  is  the  beft  in  the  United  States. 

This  city  is  efteemed  the  moll:  eligible  fituatron  for  commerce  in 
the  LTnited  States.  It  almoft  neceflarily  commands  the  trade  of  one 
lialf  of  New-Jerfey,  mofi:  of  that  of  Connefticut,  and  part  of  that  of 
M'alTachnfetts,  and  almoft  the  whole  of  Vermont,  befides  the  vvhofe 
fertile  interior  country,  which  is  penetrated  by  one  of  the  largeft  rivers 
in  Ameiica.  This  city  imports  moft  of  the  goods  confumed,  be-i- 
tv/een  a  line  of  thirty  miles  eaft  of  Conne£licut  river,  and  twenty 
3n:iiies  weft  of  the  Hudfon,  which  is  130  miles,  and  between  the 
©cean  and  the  confines  of  Canada,  about  four  hundred  miles*;  a  con.^ 
"sldcrable  portion  of  which  is  the  beft  peopled  of  any  part  of  the 
United  States,  and  the  whole  territory  co;-itains  at  leafl:  eight  hundred 
thoufand  people,  or  one-fifth  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Union.  Be- 
fides, fome  of  the  other  States  are  partially  fupplied  with  goods- 
from  New-York.  But  in  the  flaple  commodity  (flour)  Pennfjdvania 
and  Maryland  have  exceeded  it — the  fuperfine  flour  of  thole  States 
'commanding  a  higher  price  than  that  of  New-York ;  not  that  the 
quality  of  the  grain  in  this  State  is  worfe,  but  becaufe  greater  attention 
iS  paid  in  thofe  States  to  the  infpeftion  and  manufachire  of  that  article. 

In  the  rnanufadure  likewifc  of  iron,  paper,  cabinet  works,  &c. 
fcnnfy'vania  exceeds  not  only  New-York  but  all  her  filler  States.    In 
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4hne  of  peace,  however,  New-York  will  command  more  commercial 
bufiners  than  any  town  in  the  United  States.  In  time  of  war  it  will 
be  infecure  without  a  marine  force;  but  a  fiiv.ill  number  of  lliips 
Will  be  able  to  defend  it  from  the  moll  formidable  attacks  by  fea. 

A  want  of  good  water  is  at  prefent  a  great  inconvenience  to  the  citi- 
zens, there  being  few  wells  in  the  city  j  moft  of  the  people  are  fupplied 
every  day  with  frefii  water,  conveyed  to  their  doors  in  calks,  from 
a  pump  near  the  head  of  Pearl-ftrcer,  which  receives  it  from  a 
fpring  almofl  a  mile  from-  the  center  of  ths  city.  This  well  is  about 
twenty  feet  deep,  and  four  feet  diameter.  The  average  quantity 
drawn  daily  from  this  remarkable  wel)  is  one  hundred  and  ten  hogC~ 
heads  of  one  hundred  and  t'lii'ty  gallons  each.  In  fome  hot  fummer- 
days  two  hundred  and  fixtcen  hogflicads  have  been  drawn  from  it, 
and  what  is  very  fingular,  there  arc  never  more  or  lefs  than  three 
feet  of  water  in  the  well.  The  water  is  fold  commonly  at  three 
pence  a  hogfliead  at  the  pump.  Several  propofals  have  been  made 
by  individuals  to  fupply  the  citizens  by  pipes,  but  none  have  yet 
been  accepted. 

Nevv-York  is  the  g-^yeft  place  in  America  ;  the  ladies,  in  tlie  rich- 
nefs  and  brilliancy  of  their  drefs,  are  not  equalled  in  any  city  in  the 
United  States,  not  even  in  Charlellon,  South-Carolina,  which  has 
heretofore  been  called  the  center  of  the  ieau  ?notH{:.  The  ladies, 
however,  are  not  folely  employed  in  attention  to  drefs ;  there  are 
many  who  are  ftudious  ro  add  to  brilliant  external  accomplifli- 
ments,  the  more  brilliant  and  lafling  accomplifhments  of  the  mind: 
nor  have  they  been  tinfuccefsful ;  for  New-York  can  boait  of 
great  numbers  of  refined  tade,  whofe  minds  are  highly  improved, 
and  whofe  converfation  is  as  inviting  as  their  pcrfonal  charms  :  tinc- 
tured with  a  Dutch  education,  they  manage  their  families  with  good 
economy  and  fingular  neatnefs. 

In  point  of  fociability  and  hofpitality,  New-York  is  hardly 
exceeded  by  any  town  in  the  United  States.  If,  howevtr, 
in  regard  to  thefe  agreeable  chara£teriftics,  the  preference  mu0  be 
given  to  any  one  place,  it  decidedly  belongs  to  Charicfton,  Soyth- 
Carolina.  Some  travellers  have,  in  thcfe  refpeCls,  given  Eufton  the 
preference  to  New-York. 

An  inquirer,  who  would  vvifii  to  acquaint  himfelf  with  the  flatc 
of  the  people  of  Nev.'-Yoik,  their  manners  and  governmt  nt,  would 
naturally  afk  the  citizens  for  their  focietie,  for  the  encouragement 
of  fciences,  arts,  manufavSlures,  §ic.  for  their  public  libraries  j  for 
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their  patrons  of  literature  ;  their  well-regulated  academies ;'  for  theif 
female  academy  for  inftrufting  young  ladies  in  geography,  hiftory^ 
belles  lettresy  &c.  Such  inquiries  might  be  made  with  propriety, 
but  could  not  at  prefent  be  anfwered  latisfaftorily.  From  the  fpirit 
of  improvement,  however,  which  has  of  late  appeared,  there  is  rea- 
fon  to  believe,  that  this  trait  in  the  charaftcr  of  the  citizens  of  New- 
York  will  foon.  give  place  to  one  diltinguilhed  for  a  preference  for 
thefe  things. 

On  a  general  view  of  this  city,  as  defcribed  thirty  years  ago,  and 
tn  its  prefent  Hate,  the  comparifon  is  flattering  to  the  prefent  age, 
particularly  the  improvements  in  tafte,  elegance  of  manners,  and  that 
eafy  unafFe61:ed  civility  and  politenefs  which  form  the  happinefs  of 
focial  intercourfe. 

It  is  found,  by  a  memorandum  in  one  of  the  old  regifters,  that 
the  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city,  taken  by  order  of  the  king^ 
ia  the  year  1697,  was  as  follows : 

{"  Men *    .    946 

Women 1018 

Young  men  and  boys 864 

(^  Young  women  and  girls  .  ,.    *    .     899 

3727 

{Men 209 
Women 205 
Boys  and  girls 161 

575 

^he  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  city  and  county  of  New- York^ 
in  1756,  was  ten  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  eighty-one;  177I5 
tv/enty-one  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  fixty  three  ;  1786,  twenty- 
three  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fourteen  ;  1 790,  thirty-three  thou- 
fand one  hundred  and  thirty-one ;  fince  which  time  they  have  in- 
crcafed  far  beyond  the  proportion  of  any  preceding  period. 

ALBANY. 

The  city  of  Albany  is  ijituated  upon  the  wefl  fide  of  Hudfon's  river^ 
one  hundred  and  flxty  miles  north  of  the  city  of  New -York,  in  latitude 
.42°  36',  and  is,  by  charter  granted  in  1686,  one  mile  upon  the  river^ 
and  fixteen  back.  Jt  contains  upwards  of  one  thoufand  houfes,  built 
mollly  by  trading  people  on  the  margin  of  the  river.  The  houfes  ftand 
chiefly  upon  Pearl,  Market,  and  Water  flreets,  aild  fix  other  ibeers  or 
lanes,  which  crofs  them  at  right  angles.  They  are  moflly  built  in  the 
old  Dutch  Gothic  ftyle,  with  the  gable  end  to  the  ftrcet,  which  cuftonii 
the  firft  fettlers  brought  with  them  from  Holland.     The  gable  end  is 
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tommonly  of  brick,  ^vith  the  heavy  moulded  orrancnt  flanting^ 
\vith  notches,  like  flairs,  and  an  iron  horfc  for  a  veather-cock  at  top. 
The  houfes  are  fcldom  more  than  one  ftory  and  a  half  hign,  and 
have  but  little  convenience,  and  lels  elegance ;  but  they  are  kept 
very  neat,  being  rubbed  with  a  mop  alinoft  every  day,  and  fcoured 
«very  week.  Many  new  houfes,  however,  have  lately  been  built  in 
this  city,  all  in  the  modern  ftyle ;  the  inhabitants  are  paving  the 
ftreets  in  the  New-York  plan  with  foot-ways,  and  making  other  ini- 
|irovements. 

The  city  of  Albany  contains  about  four  thoufand  inhabitant?,  col- 
leded  from  various  parts.  As  great  a  variety  of  languages  are  Ipo- 
ken  in  Albany  as  in  any  town  of  the  United  States,  but  the  Englidi 
predominate?,  and  the  ufc  of  every  ot'.ier  is  conftantly  lelfcning.  Ad- 
venturers, in  purfuit  of  v/ealth,  are  led  here  by  the  advantages  for 
trade  which  this  place  affords. 

Albany  is  unrivalled  in  its  fituation.  It  ftands  on  tlie  bank  of  one 
t)f  the  fineft  rivers  in  the  world,  at  the  head  of  a  lloop  navigation.  It 
enjoys  a  falubrioUs  air,  as  is  evinced  by  the  longevity  of  its  inhabi- 
tants. It  is  the  natural  emporium  of  the  increafing  trade  of  a  large 
extent  of  country  weft  and  north  ;  a  country  of  an  excellent  loil, 
abotinding  in  e\'ery  article  of  the  Weft-India  market,  plentiful'y  wa- 
tered with  navigable  lakes,  creeks,  and  rivers,  as  yet  only  pnrii.dly 
peopled,  but  lettling  with  almoft  unexampled  rapidity,  and  capable 
of  affording  fubfiftcnce  and  affluence  to  millions  of  inhabitants.  No 
J)art  »f  America  affords  a  more  digible  opetnng  fur  emigrants  than 
this  ;  and  wheA  the  contemplated  locks  and  canals  are  completed, 
the  bridge  over  the  Mohawk  river  ereded,  and  convenient  roads 
opened  into  every  pai*c  of  the  country,  all  which  will,  it  is  ex- 
pelled, be  accompliflied  in  a  few  years,  Albany  will  probably  in- 
creafe  and  flourifli  be^-ond  almoft  every  other  city  or  town  in  the 
United  States. 

The  well-water  in  this  city  is  extremely  bad,  fcarcely  drinkable  b/ 
thofe  who  are  not  accuftomed  to  it.  It  oozes  through  a  ilitt'blue 
clay,  and  it  i.mbibes  in  its  paiTage  the  fine  particles  common  to  that 
Icind  of  foil;  this  dilrolours  it,  and  when  expofed  any  length  of 
time  to  the  air,  it  acquires  a  difayrceable  taiie.  Indeed,  all  the 
Water  for  cooking  is  brought  from  the  river,  and  many  families  ufe 
it  to  drink.  The  water  in  the  wells  is  unwholefome,  b;:iiif;  fu'l  of 
little  iniefts,  refcmbling,  except  in  lize,  thofe  which  we  frequently 
fee  in  ftagnated  rain-warv;r.     But  th;  inhabitants  aic  about  t<j  reme.ly 
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this   inconvenience,    by  conftrufting  water-works  to  convey  gO'dd 
water  into  the  city. 

The  public  buildings  arc,  a  Low  Dutch  Church,  one  for  Prefty- 
teiians,  one  for  Gcrmr.n3  or  High  Dutch,  one  for  Epifcopalians — a 

Iiafpital,  the  cify-hall,  and  z  handfome  brick  gaol. 

HUDSON. 

Tfie  city  of  Hudfon  has  had  the  raoft  rapiJ  grcvt th  of  any  place  in 
America,  if  we  except  Baltimore,  in  Maryland.  It  is  fituated  on  the 
eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  in  latitude  42°  23',  and  is  one  hundred 
and  thirty  miles  north  of  New-York  ;  thirty  miles  fouth  of  Albany, 
and  four  miles  well  frsm  Old  Claverack  town.  It  is  fnrrounded  by 
an  extenfive  and  fertile  back  country,  and,  in  proportion  to  its  fize 
and  population,  carries  on  a  large  trade. 

No  longer  ago  than  the  autumn  of  1 783,  Meflrs.  Seth  and  Thomas 
Jenkins,  from  Providence,  in  the  State  of  Rhode-Hland,  having  firft 
recounoitered  all  the  way  xip  the  river,  fixed  on  the  ■anfettled  fpot, 
where  Hudfon  now  fiands,  for  a  town.  To  this  fpol  they  found  the 
river  was  navigable  for  vefTels  of  any  fize*  They  purchafed  a  traft 
of  about  a  mile  fquare,  bordering  on  the  river,  with  a  large  bay  to 
the  fouthvvard,  and  divided  it  into  thirty  parcels  or  fliares.  Other 
adventurers  were  admitted  to  proportions,  and-  the  town  was  laid  out 
in  fquares,  formed  by  fpacious  llreets,  croffing  each  other  at 
right  angles  ;  each  fquare  contains  thinty  lots,  two  deep,  divided  by 
a  twenty  feet  alley  ;  each  lot  is  fifty  feet  in  front,  and  one  hundred 
and  twenty  feet  in  depth. 

In  the  fjjring  of  1784,  feveral  houies  and  (lores  were  erected.  The' 
increafe  of  the  town  from  this  period  to  the  fpring  of  1786,  ttvo 
years  only,  was  aftonifiiingly  rapid,  and  reflecls  great  honour  upon 
the  enterpiifing  and  perfevering  fpirlt  of  the  original  founders.  In 
the  fpnce  of  time  jufl  mentioned,  no  iefs  than  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dwcUing  houfcs,  befides  fliops,  barns,  and  other  buildings,  four 
warelioufes,  feveral  wharfs,  fpermaccti  works,  a  covered  rope  walk^ 
and  one  of  the  befl  diftillcries  in  America,  were  erefred,  and  fifteen 
hundred  fouls  colle^led  an  a  fpot,  which,  tliree  years  before,  was 
improved  as  a  farm,  and  but  two  years  before  began  to  be  built.  Its 
increafe  fince  has  been  very  rapid ;  a  printing-office  has  been  eftab- 
liuied,  and  feveral  public  buildings  have  been  erected,  befides  dwel- 
ling houfcs,  flores,  &c.     The  inhabitants  are  plentifully  and  conve- 
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niently  fnpplied  with  water,  brought  to  their  celhrs  in  wooden  pipes 
from  a  ipring  two  miles  from  the  town. 

It  flands  on  an  eminence,  from  which  are  extenfive  and  delightful 
views  to  the  north-weft,  north,  Jind  rotmd  that  way  to  the  fouth- 
eall,  confifting  of  hills  and  vallies,  variegated  with  woods  and  or- 
chards, corn-fields  and  meadows,  with  the  river,  which  is  in  moft 
places  a  mile  over,  and  may  be  feen  a  confiderable  diftance  to  the 
northward,  forming  a  number  of  bays  and  creeks.  From  the  fouth- 
eaft  to  the  fouth-weft,  the  city  is  fcreened  with  hills  at  different  dif- 
tances,  and  weft,  afar  off  over  the  river  and  a  large  valley,  the  prof- 
pe<ft  is  bounded  by  a  chain  of  ftupendous  mountains,  called  theKatts- 
kill,  running  to  the  weft-north-weft,  which  add  magnificence  and 
fublimity  to  the  whole  fcene. 

Upwards  of  twelve  hundred  fleighs  entered  the  city  daily,  for  fe- 
veral  days  together,  in  February,  1786,  loaded  with  grain  of  various 
kinds,  boards,  fliingles,  ftaves,  hoops,  iron  ware,  ftone  for  build- 
ing, fire-wood,  and  fundry  articles  of  provifion  for  the  market,  from 
which  fome  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  advantage  of  its  fituation 
with  refpeft  to  the  country  adjacent,  which  is  every  way  extenfive 
and  fertile,  particularly  weftward.  The  original  proprietors  of 
Hudfon  offered  to  purchafe  a  traft  of  land  adjoining  the  fouth  part  of 
the  city  of  Albany,  and  were  conftrained,  by  a  refufal  of  the  propo- 
Ijtion,  to  become  competitors  for  the  commerce  of  the  northern 
country,  when  otherwife  they  would  haye  added  jgreat  wealth 
and  confequence  to  Albanj. 

POUGHKEEPSIE. 

Poughkeepfie  is  the  fliire  town  of  Duchefs  county,  and  is  fituated 
upon  the  eaft  fide  of  Hudfon's  river,  and  north  of  V/apping- 
kill  or  creek.  It  is  a  plcafant  little  town,  and  has  frequently  been 
the  feat  of  the  State  government. 

LANSINBURGH. 

Lanfinburgh,  formerly  called  the  New  City,  ftands  on  the  eaft 
Tide  of  the  Hudfon,  juft  oppofite  to  the  fouth  branch  of  IMohawk 
river,  and  nine  miles  north  of  Albany.  It  is  a  very  flouriftiing  place, 
pleafantly  fituated  on  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  a  hill. 

T  t   a  KING- 
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KINGSTON. 

Kingfton  is  the  county  town  of  UJftcr.  Before  it  was  burnt  by  th& 
Britifli,  in  1777,  it  contained  about  two  hundred  houfes,  regularly 
built  on  an  elevated  dry  plain,  at  the  mouth  of  a  lictle  pleafant  ftrearii, 
called  Efopus-kill  or  creek,  that  empties  into  the  Hudfon,  but  is 
nearly  two  miles  weft  from  the  river.     The  town  has  been  rebuilt. 

SKENECTADY. 

Skene£tady  is  fixteen  miles  north-weft  of  Albany,  in  Albany 
county,  fituated  on  the  b^nks  of  the  Mohawk  river.  The'  town  is 
compact  and  regular,  built  of  brick,  and,  excepting  a  few,  in  the 
old  Dutch  ftyle,  on  a  rich  flat  of  low  land,  furrounded  with  hills. 
The  windings  of  the  river  through  the  town,  and  the  fields,  which 
are  ■often  ovei  flowed  in  the  fpring,  afford  a  beautiful  profpeft  about 
han'eft  time.  As  it  is  at  the  foot  of  a  navigation  on  a  long  river, 
which  pafTes  through  a  very  fertile  country,  one  would  fuppofe  it  to 
embrace  much  of  the  commerce  of  it ;  but  originally  knowing  no 
other  than  the  fur  trade,  fince  the  revolution  the  place  has  decayed, 
and  no  advantage  been  taken  of  its  happy  fituation. 

PLATTSBURGH. 

Plattfburgh  is  an  extenfive  townfliip  in  Clinton  county,  fituated- 
on  the  weft  margin  of  lake  Champlain.  From  the  fouth  part  of  the 
town  the  mountains  turn  away  wide  from  the  lake,  and  leave  a 
charming  trad  of  excellent  land,  of  a  rich  loam,  well  watered,  and 
about  an  equal  proportion  fuitable  for  meadow  and  for  tillage.  The 
land  rifes  in  a  gentle  afcent  for  feveral  miles  from  the  lake,  of  which 
every  farm  will  have  a  delightful  view.  Seven  years  ago,  this  town,- 
fhip,  and  the  whole  county,  indeed,  which  at  prefent  contains  fe- 
veral thoufand  inhabitants,  was  a  wildernefs ;  now  they  have  a 
hcufe  fof  public  woifliip,  a  court  houfe,  and  gaol.  1  he  courts  of 
common  pk-as  and  general  Itflions  of  the  peace  fit  here  twice  in  a 
year.  They  have  artifans  of  ahr.oft  every  kind  among  them,  and 
fiirniili  among  themfelves  all  the  materials  for  building,  glafs  ex- 
cepted. Polite  circles  nay  here  be  iound,  and  the  genteel  traveller 
be  entertained  with  the  luxuries  of  a  fea  port,  a  tune  on  the  harpfi- 
chord,  aiid  a  philo.ophical  converfation.  This,  with  many  other 
iaftances  of  the  kmd,  ferve  to  verify  a  prophetic  remark,  in  a  letter 
z  of 
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ofCongrefs  to  their  conlVitiients,  wiitten  in  :i  time  of  gloomy  def-^ 
pendency,  to  the  following  purport:  "  \'aft  lakes  and  rivers, 
fcarcely  known  or  explored,  whofe  waters  have  rolkd  lor  ages  in, 
filence  and  obfcurity  to  the  ocean,  and  extenfive  wilikrnelles  of  fer- 
tile foil,  the  dwelling  place  of  favage  beads,  ftiall  yet  ht-ar  the  din 
of  induftry,  become  fiibfcivient  to  conmierce,  and  boaft  delightful 
villas,  gilded  fpires,  and  fpacious  citie-  rifing  on  their  banks,  and 
lipids  loaded  with  the  fruit  of  cultivation." 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  State,  in  1786,  was  two  hun- 
hundred  and  thirty-eight  thoui'and  eight  hunched  and  ninety-feven,  of 
which  eighteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and  e  ghty-nine  were  blacks. 
In  1756,  there  vvere  eighty-three  thoufaud  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
three  whites,  and  thirteen  thoufand  five-  h  indred  and  forty-two  blacks, 
ninety-fix  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feve;  ry-five  in  the  whole.  In 
1771,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  thoufand  one  hundred 
and  twenty-four  whites,  and  nineteen  thoufand  eight  hundred  and 
eighty-three  blacks  ;  total  one  hundred  aad  fixty-eight  thoufand  and 
feven.  From  the  above  enumerations  it  appears,  that  the  average  in- 
creafe  of  inhabitants,  from  1756  to  1786,  was  four  thoufand  five 
hundred  and  filty-four.  The  population  in  1790,  was  three  hundred 
and  forty  thoufand  one  hundred  and  twenty  ;  but  from  what  has  al- 
ready been  obfeived  refpetting  New-Yoik,  A  bany,  &c.  it  is  evident 
that  the  prefent  number  of  inhabitants  cannot  be  much  fliort  of  four 
hundred  thoufand.  A  confiderable  part  of  thefc  have  emigrated  from 
Europe  and  the  New-England  States.  Thele  emigrations  have  been 
very  numerous,  particularly  from  Rhode-lfland,  Conne<Eticut,  and 
Maffichuletts,  fince  the  peace  of  1783. 

The  following  tables  exhibit  the  number  of  inhabitants  in  eacU 
town  according  to  the  ceuius  of  1790  ; 
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DUCHESS      COUNTY. 
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DUCHESS  COUNTY,  CONTINUED. 
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ORANGE    COUNTY. 
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MONTGOMERY    COUNTY. 
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CURIOSITIES. 

In  the  county  of  ATontgomery  is  a  fmall,  rapid  ftream,  emptying 
into  Scroon  lake,  weft  of  lake  George;  it  runs  under  a  hill,  the  bafe 
of  which  is  fixty  or  feventy  yards  diameter,  forming  a  moft  curious 
and  beautiful  arch  in  the  rock,  as  white  as  fnow.  The  fury  of 
the  water,  and  the  roughnefs  of  the  botto.n,  added  to  the  terrific 
noife  within,  has  hitherto  prevented  any  perfon  from  palling  through 
the  chafm. 

In  the  townfliip  of  Willfborough,  in  Cl'nton  county,  is  a  curious 
fplit  rock.  A  point  of  a  mountain,  which  proje<^ed  about  fifty 
yards  into  lake  Champlain,  appears  to  have  been  broken  by  lome 
violent  fliock  of  nature.  It  is  removed  from  the  rr.ain  rock  or  moun- 
tain about  twenty  feet,  and  the  oppofite  lides  fo  exaftly  fuit  eacli 
other,  that  there  needs  no  other  proof  cf  iheir  having  been  once 
united.  The  point  broken  off  contains  about  hal'  an  acre,  and  is 
covered  with  wood.    The  height  of  the  rock  on  eavh  fide  of  the  fif- 

U  u  a  AifQ 


2^2  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

fure  is  about  twelve  feet,  Round  this  point  is  a  fpacious  bay,  {[\ds 
tered  from  the  fouth -weft  and  north- weft  winds  by  the  furrounding 
hills  and  woods.  On  the  weft  fide  are  four  or  five  finely  cultivated 
farms,  which  altogether,  at  certain  feafons,  and  in  certain  fituations, 
form  one  of  the  moft  beautiful  landfcapcs  imaginable.  *'  Sailing 
under  this  coaft  for  fdveral  miles  before  you  come  to  Split  Rock,  the 
mountains,  rude  and  barren,  feem  to  hang  over  the  paflenger  and, 
threaten  deflruftion. — A  water,  boundlefs  to  the  fight,  lies  before 
him  ;  man  feels  his  own  littlenefs,  and  infidelity  itfelf  pays  an  un- 
willing homage  to  the  Creator.  Inftantly  and  unexpeftedly  the 
fcene  changes,  and  peeping  with  greedy  eye  through  the  fiffure, 
nature  prefents  to  the  view  a  lilver  bafon,  a  verdautiawn,  a  humble 
cottage,  a  golden  harveft,  a  majeftic  foreft,  a  lofty  mountain,  ^u 
azure  fey,  rifmg  one  above  another  "  in  juft  gradation  to  the  ama- 
zing whole."* 

In  the  beginning  of  the  year  1792  a  very  extraordinary  cavern, 
at  a  place  called  by  the  Indians,  Sepafcot,  on  the  eftnte  of  the  Mifs 
Rutfens,    at   Rhynbeck,    in  Duchefs  county,    was   difcovered.      A 
lad,  by  chance,  palTing  near  its  entrance,  which  lay  between  two 
huge  rocks  on  the  declivity  of  a  fteep  hill,    on   prying   into   the 
gloomy  recefs,  faw  the  top  of  a  ladder,  by  which  he  defcended  about 
ten  feet,   and  fotind  himfelf  in  a  fubterraneous  apartment,  more  ca- 
pacious than  he  chofe  to  inv^ftigate.     He   found,  however,  that  it 
had  been  the   abode  of  perfons,  who  probably  during  the  war  not 
daring  to  be  feen  openly,  had  taken  ftielter  there,  as  bits  of  cloth 
and  pieces  of  leather  were  fcattered  about  its  floor.    He  then  left  the 
place,  and  little  more  was  thought  of  it,  until  the  month  of  Odtober 
following,  when  the   writer  of  the  following  account  made  one  of 
a  large  party,  who  went  from  the  feat  of  a  gentleman  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood   on    purrofe   to  examine  it.     "  We  found  its   entrance 
much  fraaller  than  we  expefted,  and  with  fome  difficulty  gained  the 
ladder,  by  means  of  which  the  remaining  defcent  was  made  tolerably 
eafv.     Two  young  ladies  were  with  uv,  who  had  heroifm  enough  to 
make  the  trophimium  tour  with  us.    We  had  fix  candles  to  fcrutinize 
the  recefl'es  of  the  apartment,  where,  perhaps,  ligjit,  for  upwards  of 
five   thouiand   years   before,    had  never  gleamed.     We  found  the 
cave  divided  by  a  narrow  palfage  into  two  divifions  ;   the  firft  being 
about  feventeen  feet  in  length,  and  fo  low,  that  a  child  of  eight  years 

*  Mr.  M.  L.  Woolfey,   of  Plattiburgh.     To  this   ingenious  gentleman  the  public 
are  indebted  for  mucli  valuable  information  concerning  Clinton    ountv. 
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old  could  but  juft  walk  upright  in  it ;  the  breadth  is  about  eight  or 
ten  fet;t.  The  lecnnd,  between  twe.ve  and  fourteen  feet  in  length, 
but  much  higher  and  broader  than  the  firft.  In  this  laft  room  wc 
found  that  three  bats  had  taken  up  their  winter  quarters,  and  hung 
fufpendcd  from  the  roof,  as  it  were,  by  the  very  tips  of  the  wings. 
But  what  makes  the  cave  peculiarly  worthy  of  notice  is  tlie  petrify* 
ing  quality  of  the  water,  that  by  a  gentle  oozing,  continually  drops 
from  every  part  of  the  ceiiing,  the  whole  of  which  cxaftiy  refemblcs 
a  mill  gutter  in  a  frofty  morning,  with  a  thoufand  icicles  impend- 
ing. Thi-'e  concretions  are  formed  by  the  water,  and  probably  arc 
conflantly  mcreafing.  They  have  in  almoft  every  refpeft  the  appear- 
ance oi  icicles,  and  may  be  broken  off  by  the  hand  if  not  more  than 
two  inches  in  circumference.  They  appear  of  a  confiftcnce  much 
like  indurated  lime,  nlmoll  tranfparent,  and  are  all  perforated  quite 
through  the  whole  length,  with  a  ho;e  of  the  fize  of  that  in  a  tobacco 
pipe,  through  which  aperture  the  water  unremittedly  drops,  although 
very  flow.  When  a  perfon  is  in  the  remotcft  room,  and  the  lights 
are  removed  into  the  tirf^,  thofc  pendant  drops  of  water  make  an 
appearance  more  fplendid  than  can  well  be  imagined.  Some  of  thofe 
ftony  icicles  have  at  length  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cave,  and  now 
form  pillars,  fomeof  more  than  two  feet  in  girth,  of  the  appearance 
of  marble,  and  almofl  as  hard.  They  put  one  in  mind  of  Solomon's 
Jachin  and  Boaz,  imagination  very  eafily  giving  them  pedeftals  and 
chapiters,  and  even  wreathen  work. 

But  what  we  moft  admired,  was  the  fkeleton  of  a  large  fnake, 
turned  into  lolid  ftcfrie  by  the  petrifying  quality  of  the  water  before 
mentioned.  It  was  with  fonie  difhculty  torn  up^with  an  axe  from  the 
rock  it  lay  upon,  lome  of  which  adhered  to  it,  and  is  now  in  the  pof- 
feffion  of  the  relator. 

We  found  the  inmofl  recefles  of  this  cavern  very  warm,  and  expe- 
rienced the  want  of  free  air  by  a  ditHcult  lefpiration,  although  the 
candles  burnt  very  clear."* 

RELIGION  A^D  CHARACTER. 

The  conflitution  of  this  State  provides  "  for  the  free  exercife 
and  enjoyment  of  religious  profelfion  and  worfliip,  without  difcri- 
mination  or  preference  within  the  State,  for  all  mankind.  Pro- 
vided that  the  liberty  of  conlcience  hereby  granted,  fliall  not  be  i'o 

*  Maflachufetts  Magazine  for  November,  1792. 

con. 
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conftrued  as  to  excufe  a6ls  of  licentioiifnefs,  or  juftify  pa£lices  in- 
coaliitent  with  the  peace  and  faiety  of  the  State." 

The  various  rehgious  denominations  in  this  State  are  the  fol- 
lowing:  Eng'iih  Prefbyterians,  Dutch  reformtd,  Baptlfls,  Epif- 
copalians,  friends  or  Quakers,  German  Lutherans,  Moravians, 
Methodlfts,  Roman  Cathdics,  Jews,  Shakers,  and  a  few  of  the 
followers  of  Jcmin.a  Wiikaifon.  The  Shakers  are  principally 
fettled  at  New -Lebanon,  and  the  followers  of  Jemima  Wilkinlon  at 
Geneva,  about  twelve  miles  fouth-v/eft  of  the  Cayoga  lake.  For 
the  peculiar  feniiraents  of  thefe  various  religious  fects,  fee  the  ge- 
neral account  of  the  United  States,  under  the  article  Religion. 

In  April,  1784,  the  legillature  of  this  State  pafled  an  aft,  ena- 
bling all  religious  denominations  to  appoint  trufiees,  not  lefs  than 
three,  or  more  than  nine,  who  fhall  be  a  body  corporate,  for  the 
purpoie  of  taking  care  of  the  temporalities  of  their  refpedtive  congre- 
gations, and  for  the  other  purpofes  therein  mentioned. 

The  minifters  of  every  denomination  in  the  State  are  fupported 
by  the  voluntary  contribution  of  the  people,  raifed  generally  by 
fnbfcription,  or  by  a  tax  upon  the  peu's ;  except  the  Dutch  churches 
in  New-Yoik,  Skenectady,  and  Kin2;fton,  which  have,  except  the 
two  laft,  large  eftates  conilrmed  by  charter.  The  Epifcopal  church 
alfo  in  Xeu'-York  polfeUes  a  very  large  eAate  in  and  ne^r  the  city. 

The  efifcfts  of  the  Revolution  have  been  as  greatly  and  as  happily 
felt  by  this,  as  by  any  of  the  United  Sta:ei;.  The  accdrion  of  innabi-. 
tants  within  a  few  years  has  been  gieat,  even  beyond  calculation  ;  and 
fo  long  as  lands  can  be  obtained  upon  advantageous  terms,  and  with 
a  good  title,  and  the  general  government  continues  to  protect  induf- 
try  and  encourage  commerce,  fo  long  they  will  continue  to  increafe. 
The  new  fettlements  that  are  forming  in  the  northern  and  weftern 
parts  of  the  State,  are  principally  by  people  from  New-England.  It 
js  remarkable  that  the  Dutch  enterprife  few  or  no  fettlements. — 
Among  all  the  new  towniliips  that  have  been  fettled  fince  the  peace 
(and  ti'Cy  have  been  aftoniiliingly  numerous)  it  is  not  known  that 
one  has  been  fettled  by  the  Dutch.  Although  they  are  as  "  intent 
upon  gain"  as  other  people,  they  had  rather  reft  lecure  of  wiiat  they 
poffels,  than  hazard  all  or  even  a  part,  in  uncertain  attempts  to  in-? 
creafe  it.  .,,j.. 

The  Englifli  language  is  generally  fpoken  throughout  the  State, 
but  is  not  a  little  corrupted  by  the  Dutch  dialeft,  which  is  ftill  fpoken 
jn  fome  cpunties,  particularly  in  King's,   Ulfter,  Albany,  and  that 
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Jiart  of  Orange  which  lies  iouth  of  the  mountains.  But  as  Dutch 
Ichools  are  iUmofl-,  rf  not  wliolly  tlilcontinued,  that  lan;.aiagc,  in  a 
few  generations,  will  pnobably  ceafe  to  be  iifed  at  all ;  ami  the  in- 
creafe  of  Englifli  ichools  has  already  had  a  perceptible  efi'cft  iu  the 
improvement  of  the  Englifli  language. 

The  manners  of  the  people  differ  as  well  as  their  language.  The 
anreftors  of  the  inhabitants  in  thefouthern  and  middle  parts  of  Long- 
Ifland  were  either  natives  of  England  or  the  immediate  defcendants 
of  the  firil  fettlers  of  New-England,  and  their  manners  and  cuitoms 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  of  their  anceflors.  The  counties  inhabited  by 
the  Dutch  have  adopted  the  F.nglifti  manners  in  a  great  degree,  buc 
flill  retain  many  modes,  particularly  in  their  religion,  which  are  pe- 
culiar to  the  Hollanders.  They  are  induftrious,  neat,  and  economi- 
cal in  the  management  of  their  farms  and  their  families.  Whatever 
bufi-nefs  they  pnrfue,  they  generally  follow  the  old  track  of  their  fore- 
fathers, and  feldona  invent  any  new  improvements  in  agriculture, 
manufaftures,  or  mechanics.  They  were  the  firft  fettlers  of  this 
State,  and  were  particularly  friendly  to  the  Englifli  colony  that  fet- 
tled at  Flytiaouth  in  New-England,  in  1620 ;  and  continued  to 
be  amicably  difpofed  towards  the  Englifli  colonies  caft  of  them  until 
the  unhappy  difpute  arofe  concerning  the  lands  on  Connedicu  triver. 

The  revolution,  and  its  confequences,  have  had  a  \ery  perceptible 
influence  in  diffufing  a  r{)irit  of  liberality  among  the  Dutch,  and  in 
difpelling  the  clouds  of  ignorance  and  national  prejudice.  School?, 
academies,  and  colleges,  are  eflablifhed  and  eftablifliing  for  the  edu- 
cation of  their  children  in  the  Englifli  and  learned  languages,  and  in 
the  arts  and  fc;»uces,  and  a  literary  and  fcientific  I'piiic  is  evidently 
increafing.  If  fuch  are  the  buddings  of  improvement  in  the  dawn  of 
the  American  empire,  what  a  rich  harveft  may  we  exped  in  its  me- 
ridian ! 

The  city  of  New- York  is  inhabited  principally  by  merchants,  phy- 
licians,  lawyers,  mechanics,  fhopkeepers,  and  tradefmen  compofed  of 
almoft  all  nations  and  religions.  They  are  generally  refpe£table  in 
their  feveral  profeflions,  and  fuftain  the  reputation  of  honcft,  punc- 
tual, and  fair  deale.'s. 

The  manners  and  charafter  of  the  inhabitants  of  every  Colony  or 
State  will  take  their  colouring,  in  a  greater  or  lefs  degree,  from  the 
peculiar  manners  of  the  firft  fettlers.  It  is  n.iich  more  natural  for 
emigrants  to  a  fettlcment  to  adopt  the  cuftoms  of  the  original  inha- 
bitants, than  the  contrary,   even  though  the  emigrants  fliould  in 

length 
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length  of  time  become  the  moft  numerous.  Hence  it  is  that  the  neat- 
nefs,  parfimony,  and  induftry  of  the  Dutch,  were  early  imitated  by 
the  firfl-  Englifh  fettlers  in  the  province,  and,  until  the  revolution, 
formed  a  diftingufliing  trait  in  their  provincial  charafter.  It  is  flill 
difcernible,  though  in  a  nui  h  lefs  degree,  and  will  probably  continue 
vifible  for  many  years  to  come, 

Befides  the  Dutch  and  Englifli  already  mentioned,  there  are  in  this 
State  many  emigrants  from  Scotland,  Ireland,  Germany,  and  fome 
few  from  France.  Many  Germans  are  fettled  on  the  Mohawk,  and 
fome  Scots  people  on  the  Hudfon,  in  the  county  of  Wafiiington. 
The  principal  part  of  the  two  former  fettled  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
and  retain  the  manners,  the  religion,  and  fome  of  them  the  lan- 
guage of  their  refpeftive  countries.  The  French  emigrants  fettled 
principally  at  New-Rochelle  and  on  Staten  ifland,  and  their  deicend- 
ants,  feveral  of  them,  now  fill  fome  of  the  higheft  offices  in  the 
United  States. 

AGRICULTURE,  MANUFACTURES,  AND  TRADE. 

New-York  is  confiderably  behind  her  neighbours  in  New-England, 
New-Jerfey,  and  Pennfylvania,  in  point  of  improvements  in  agri- 
culture and  manufadures.  Among  other  reafons  for  this  deficiency, 
that  of  want  of  enterprize  in  the  inhabitants  is  not  the  leaft.  Indeed 
their  local  advantages  have  been  fuch  as  that  they  have  grown  rich 
without  enterprife.  Befides,  lands  have  hitherto  been  cheap,  and 
farms  of  courfe  large,  and  it  requires  much  lefs  ingenuity  to  raife 
one  thoufand  builiels  of  wheat  upon  fixty  acres  of  land,  than  to  raife 
the  fame  quantity  upon  thirty  acres.  So  long,  therefore,  as  the  far- 
mer in  New-York  can  have  fixty  acres  of  land  to  raife  one  thoufand 
bufiiels  of  wheat,  he  will  never  trouble  himfelf  to  find  out  how  he 
can  raife  the  fame  quantity  upon  half  the  land.  It  is  population 
alone  that  fiamps  a  value  upon  lands,  and  lays  a  foundation  for  high 
improvements  in  agriculture.  When  a  man  is  obliged  to  maintain  a 
family  on  a  fmall  farm,  his  invention  is  exercifed  to  find  out  every 
improvement  that  may  render  it  more  productive.  This  appears  to 
be  the  great  reafon  why  the  lands  on  Delaware  andConnefticut  rivers 
produce  the  farmer  twice  as  much  clear  profit  as  lands  in  equal 
quantity  and  of  the  fame  quality  upon  the  Hudlon.  If  the  preced- 
ing ohfervation  be  juft,  improvements  wiil  keep  pace  with  population 
and  the  increafing  value  of  lands.  Another  caufe  which  has  hereto- 
fore operated  in  preventing  agricu'tural  improvements  in  this  State, 

has 
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has  hecn  their  government,  which,  in  the  manner  It  v^s  condudteJ 
until  the  revolution,  was  extremely  unfavourable  to  improvements  of 
almoft  every  kind,  and  particularly  in  agriculture.  The  governors 
were  many  of  them  land  jobbers,  bent  on  making  their  fortunes, 
and  being  inverted  with  power  to  do  this,  they  either  engrolTed  for 
themfelves,  or  patented  away  to  their  particular  favourites,  a  very 
great  proportion  of  the  whole  province.  This,  as  has  been  before 
obferved,  proved  an  etfet^lual  bar  to  population,  and  of  courfe,  ac- 
cording to  our  prefeiit  hypothefis,  has  kept  down  the  pvice  of  lands, 
and  fo  prevented  improvements  in  agriculture.  It  ought  to  be  ob- 
ferved,  in  this  connection,  that  thei'e  over-grown  eflates  could  be 
cultivated  only  by  the  hands  of  tenants,  who,  having  no  right  in  the 
foil,  and  no  cei  tain  profpeft  of  continuing  upon  the  farm  which  they 
held  at  the  will  of  their  landlord,  had  no  motives  to  make  thofe  ex« 
penfive  improvements,  which,  though  not  immediately  produftive, 
would  prove  very  profitable  in  fome  future  period.  The  tenant,  de-» 
pendent  on  his  landlord  for  his  annual  fupport,  confines  his  views 
and  improvements  to  the  prefent  year;  while  the  independent  free- 
holder, fecure  of  his  eftate  for  himfelf  and  his  fucceflbrs,  carries 
his  views  into  futurity,  and  early  lays  the  foundation  for  growing 
improvement.  But  thcfe  obltacles  have  been  removed,  in  a  great 
meafure,  by  the  revolution.  The  genius  of  the  government  of  this 
State,  however,  Itill  favours  large  monopolies  of  lands,  which  have 
for  fome  years  back  been  granted  without  regard  either  to  quantity 
or  fettlemeat.  The  tine  fertile  country  of  the  Mohawk,  in  Montgo- 
mery county,  which  was  formerly  pofTeired  by  Sir  William  Johnlon, 
and  other  land  jobbers,  who  were  enemies  to  the  country,  has  been 
forfeited  to  the  State,  and  is  now  fplit  up  into  freehold  eflates,  and 
fettling  with  allonifliing  rapidity. 

The  foregoing  obfervations  will  in  a  great  meafure  account  for  the 
great  negleft  of  manufaftural  improvements.  Mr.  Smith,  in  his 
hiftory  of  New-York,  more  than  thirty  years  ago,  obferved,  "  It  is 
much  owing  to  the  difproportion  between  the  number  of  our  inhabi- 
tants, and  the  vail:  trafts  ftiU  remaining  to  be  fettled,  that  we 
have  not  as  yet  entered  upon  fcarcely  any  other  manufaclures  than 
fuch  as  are  indifpenfably  neceflary  for  our  home  convenience."  This 
fame  caufe  has  operated  ever  fince  in  .the  fame  way,  though  not  of  late 
in  the  fame  disgree. 

Great  improvements  in  agriculture  cannot  be  expelled,  unlefs 
they  are  made  by  a  few  individuals  who  have  a  particular  genius  for 

Vol.  II,  X  X  that 
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that  bufmefs,  fo  long  as  lands  are  plenty  and  cheap ;  and  improve- 
ments in  manufaftures  never  precede,  but  invariably  follow  improve- 
ments in  agriculture.  Thefe  obfervations  apply  more  particularly 
to  the  country.  The  city  of  New-York  contains  a  great  number  of 
people,  who  are  employed  in  various  kinds  of  manufadures.  Among 
many  other  articles  manufaftured  in  this  city,  are  wheel  carriages 
of  all  kinds,  loaf  fugar,  bread,  beer,  flioes  and  boots,  faddlery,  cabi- 
net work,  cutlery,  hats,  wool  cards,  clocks,  watches,  potters  ware, 
umbrellas,  all  kinds  of  mathematical  and  mufical  inftruments,  fliips, 
and  every  thing  neceffary  for  their  equipment.  Glafs  works,  and 
feveral  iron  works  have  been  eftabliflied  in  different  parts  of  the 
country,  but  they  never  till  lately  have  been  very  productive, 
owing  folely  to  the  want  of  workmen,  and  the  high  price  of  labour, 
its  neceffary  confequence.  The  internal  refources  and  advantages 
for  thefe  manufactories,  fuch  as  ore,  wood,  water,  hearth  llone,  pro- 
per fituations  for  bloomeries,  forges,  and  all  kinds  of  water  works> 
are  immenfe.  There  are  feveral  paper  mills  in  the  State,  which  are 
worked  to  advantage.  The  manufacture  of  maple  fugar,  within  a 
few  years  paft,  has  become  an  objeCt  of  great  importance.  As  many 
as  three  hundred  chefts  of  four  hundred  pounds  each,  were  made  in 
the  thinly  inhabited  county  of  Otfego,  in  the  year  1791  j  befides  large 
quantities,  fufficient  for  home  confumption,  in  other  newly-fettled 
parts  of  the  State. 

The  fituation  of  New- York,  with  refpeCl  to  f&reign  markets,  has 
decidedly  the  preference  to  any  of  the  States.  It  has,  at  all  feafons 
of  the  year,  a  Ihort  and  eafy  accefs  to  the  ocean.  We  have  already 
mentioned  that  it  commands  the  trade  of  a  great  proportion  of  the 
beft  fettled  and  heft  cultivated  parts  of  the  United  States.  New-York 
has  not  been  unmindful  of  her  fuperior  local  advantages,  but  has 
availed  herfelf  of  them  to  their  full  extent. 

Their  exports  to  the  Weft-Indies  are,  bifcuit,  peas,  Indian  corn, 
apples,  onions,  boards,  llaves,  horfes,  flieep,  butter,  cheefe,  pickled 
oyflers,  beef  and  pork.  But  wheat  is  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the 
State,  of  which  no  lefs  than  fix  hundred  and  feventy-feven  thoufand 
feven  hundred  bufhcls  v/ere  exported  in  the  year  1775,  befides  two 
thoufand  five  hunded  and  fifty-five  tons  of  bread,  and  two  thoufand 
eight  hundred  and  twenty-eight  tons  of  flour.  Infpeftors  of  flour 
are  appointed  to  prevent  impofitions,  and  fee  that  none  is  exported 
but  that  which  is  deemed  by  them  merchantable.  Wefl-India  goods 
are  received  in  return  for  thefe  articles.    Befides  the  above  nien- 


OF    NEW-YORK.  339 

tioned  articles,  are  exported  flax-feed,  cotton  wool,  farfaparilla,  cof- 
fee, indigo,  rice,  pig  iron,  bar  iron,  pot  afli,  pearl  afli,  furs,  deer 
ikins,  log-wood,  fuftic,  mahogany,  bees-wax,  oil,  Madeira  wine, 
rum,  tar,  pitch,  turpentine,  whale  fins,  fifh,  fngars,  molaHes,  fait, 
tobacco,  lard,  &;c.  but  mod  of  thcfe  articles  are  imported  for  re -ex- 
portation. The  trade  of  this  State  has  greatly  increafed  fince  the 
revolution,  and  the  balance  is  almoft  conftantly  in  its  favour.  The 
exports  to  foreign  part?,  for  the  year  ending  September  30th,  1791, 
confifting  principally  of  the  articles  above  enumerated,  amounted  to 
two  million  five  hundred  and  fixtecn  thoufaud  one  hundred  and 
ninety-feven  dollars.  This  State  owned  in  1792  forty-fix  thoufand 
fix  hundred  and  twenty-fix  tons  of  fliipping,  befides  which  (hf,  found 
employment  for  about  forty  thoufand  tons  of  foreign  veflcls.* 

There  are  two  or  three  incorporated  Banks  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  befides  a  branch  of  the  national  bank,  and  one  has  lately  been 
eftabliflied  in  the  city  of  Albany. 

SOCIETIES. 

There  are  very  few  focieties  for  improvement  in  knowledge  or 
humanity  in  this  State;  and  thefe  few  are  in  the  city  of  New-York. 
The  firft  is,  "  The  fociety  for  promoting  ufeful  knowledge."  This 
fociety  is  upon  an  eftablifliment  fimilar  to  other  philofophical  foci- 
eties in  Europe  and  America,  but  it  is  not  incorporated.  The  mem- 
bers meet  once  a  month.  Secondly,  "  The  fociety  for  the  manu- 
miffion  of  flaves  and  prote(^ing  fuch  of  them  as  have  been  or  may  be 
liberated."  This  fociety  meets  once  a  quarter.  Botli  thefe  focieties 
confift  of  gentlemen  of  the  firft  charafter  in  the  city,  and  of  fome  in 
other  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  a  marine  fociety,  a 
fociety  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors  confined  in  gaol,  a  manufac- 
turing fociety,  an  agricultural  fociety  lately  eftabliflied,  of  which 
the  members  of  the  legiflature  are  ex  offidis  members,  and  a  medical 
fociety. 

On  the  22d  of  May,  1794,  a  fociety  was  inftituted  at  New-York, 
for  the  purpofe  of  "  affording  information  and  afliftance  to  perfons 
emigrating  from  foreign  countries."  The  following  refolutions  and 
conftitution  will  fully  explain  the  laudable  objefts  of  this  Society, 

'^■'  The  grent  increafe  of  American  commerce  muft  Imvc  made  a  very  confiJfraUc 
Aficlition  to  the  Ihippmt;  of  this  city  finceilie  above  period. 
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*'  At  a  refpeBahle  meeting,  held  in  the  city  ofNew-Tork^for  the  purpofe 
of  conjidcring  on  the  propriety  of  eJinhltJhtJig  a  fociety  for  the  informa- 
tion and  afifance  of  perfons  emigrating  from  foreign  countries^ 

*'  It  was  unanirnoufly  refolved,  that  from  the  great  increafe  of  emi- 
gration from  Europe  to  the  United  States,  it  is  highly  expedient  to 
form  fuch  an  inftitution. 

*'  In  conformity  to  the  above  refohition,  a  fociety  was  inflituted 
on  the  22d  of  May,  1794.  The  following  is  the  plan  of  their  con- 
iiitution. 

"  Whereas,  from  the  opprefTions  of  many  of  the  governments  of 
Europe,  and  the  public  ca'amities  lil<ely  to  enfue,  perfons  of  various 
defcriptions  are  emigrating  to  the  United  States  of  America  for  pro- 
tedion  and  fafety:  And 

*'  Whereas  emigrants,  upon  their  firft  arrival  in  thefe  States,  fre- 
quently fuftain  inconveniencies  in  confequence  of  then"  being  unac- 
quainted wilh  the  manners  and  cuftoms  of  the  country,  and  the 
moft  eligible  mode  of  eflablilhing  themfelvcs  in  their  feveral  pro- 
fefTions : 

"  We,  the  fubfcribers,  agree  to  form  ourfelves  into  a  fociety,  for 
tliepui'pofe  of  affording  information  and  encouragement  to  perfons  of 
the  above  defcription :  And  for  the  better  effecting  thefe  objefts, 
adopt  the  following 

CONSTITUTION  t 

*'  This  fociety  fliall  be  known  and  diftinguillied  by  the  name  and 
defcription  of  "  The  New-York  fociety  for  the  information  and 
affiflance  of  peribns  emigrating  from  foreign  countries." 

*'  Z,  The  fociety  fliall  meet  regularly  the  firft  Thurfday  in  every 
month,  or  oftener  if  necefiary,  at  fuch  time  and  place  as  they  may 
Appoint, 

*'  3.  No  perfon  fliall  be  admitted  into  this  fociety  but  upon  the  re- 
commendation of  two  Members,  and  w\\h  the  confent  of  a  majority, 
to  be  taken  by  ballot  at  the  meeting  of  the  fociety  immtdiateiy  fuc- 
ceeding  that  at  which  fuch  perfon  fliall  have  been  propofed. 

*^  4.  The  officers  of  this  fociety  fliali  confift:  of  a  prefident,  vice- 
prefident,  treafurer,  fecretary,  and  a  committee  of  conference  and  cor- 
refpondence,  to  be  elected  by  ballot  every  fix  months. 

"  5.  The  committee  of  conference  and  corrcfponuence  fliall  confifl: 
o(.feven  oiembers,  of  whom  the  fecretary  for  the  time  being  fliall  be 

4  one  i 
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one ;  they  fliall  correfpont!  with  ifidiviviuiils  and  public  bc-xiici  for 
promoting  the  objects  of  this  inftitution  ;  and  iipcn  the  arrival  oF  emi- 
grants, fliall  afForci  them  luch  irtforinaijoir>  ai>;i  aliilU.ce  at  their  re 
fpedive  circumlhmces  may  require,  and  the  funds  ot'  the  fociety 
enable  them  to  grant. 

*'  6.  This  conftitution  fliall  not  be  altered,  except  fuch  alteration 
be  propofcd  at  one  meeting,  and  agreed  to  at  the  fuccecding  meeting 
by  three-fourths  of  the  members  prcfent." 

VVm.  Sing,    Prefidenl, 
L.  Way  LAND,  Secretary. 

LITERATURE. 

Until  the  year  1754,  there  was  no  college  in  tlie  province  of  New- 
York.  The  ftate  of  literature,  at  that  time,.!  ftnll  givein  the  words 
of  their  hiftorian  :*  "  Our  fchools  are  in  the  loweft  order  ;  the  in- 
ftruftors  want  mftruttion,  and  through  a  long  and  naameful  negleft 
of  all  the  arts  and  fciences,  our  common  fpeech  is  extremely  corrupt, 
and  the  evidences  of  a  bad  tafte,  both  as  to  thought  and  language, 
are  vifible  in  all  our  proceedings,  public  and  private."  This  may 
have  been  a  jail:  reprefentation  at  tht  time  when  it  was  written;  but- 
much  attention  has  fmce  been  paid  to  education.  There  aie  eight 
incorporated  academies  in  ditferent  parts  of  the  State ;  but  many 
parts  of  the  country  are  yet  cither  unfiirniflied  with  fchools,  or  the 
fchools  which  they  have  are  kept  by  low,  ignorant  men,  which  arc 
w-orfe  than  none  ;  for  children  had  better  remain  in  ignorance  than 
be  badly  taught.  We  arc  happy  to  add,  that  the  legiflature  have  lately 
patronized  collegiate  and  academic  education,  by  granting  a  larg»- 
gratuity  to  thecollege  and  academies  in  this  State,  which,  in  addition 
to  their  former  funds,  renders  their  endowments  handfome,  and  ade«. 
quate  to  their  expenditures. 

King's  college,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  was  principally  fonnde-d 
by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  pi'ovince, 
alTifted  by  the  General  AiTcmbly,  and  the  corporation  of  Trinity 
^hurch;  in  the  year  1754,  a  royal  charter  (and  grant  of  money) 
being  then  obtained,  incorporating  a  number  of  gentlemen  thereia 
mentioned,  by  the  name  of  "  The  Governors  of  the  College  of  ^the 
Province  of  New--York,  in  the  City  of  .rv^evv-iYork,  in  Ajuerica  ;'* 
and  granting  to  them  and  their  fuccefiors  for  ever,  aroongft 
vprious    other   rights    and    privileges,    the    power    of    conterring  - 

all 
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all  fuch  degrees  as  are  ufually  conferred  by  either  of  the  Engh'flt 
univerfities. 

By  the  charter  it  was  provided  that  the  prefident  fhall  always  be  a 
member  of  the  church  of  England,  and  that  a  form  of  prayer  coliefted 
from  the  liturgy  of  that  church,  with  a  particular  prayer  for  the  col- 
lege, fliall  be  daily  ufed,  morning  and  evening,  in  the  college 
chapel ;  at  the  fame  time,  no  teft  of  their  religious  perfuafton  was 
required  from  any  of  the  fellows,  profelfors,  or  tutors  ;  and  the 
advantages  of  education  were  equally  extended  to  ftudents  of  all  de- 
nominations. 

The  building,  which  is  only  one  third  of  the  intended  ftrudture, 
confifts  of  an  elegant  ftone  edifice,  three  complete  flories  high, 
with  four  ftair  cafes,  twelve  apartments  in  each,  a  chapel,  hall, 
library,  mufeum,  anatomical  theatre,  and  fchool  for  experimental 
philofophy. 

The  college  is  fituated  on  a  dry  gravelly  foil,  about  one  hundred 
and  fifty  yards  from  the  bank  of  Hudfon's  river,  which  it  overlooks  ; 
commandi;ig  a  moil  extenfive  and  beautiful  profpetft. 

Since  the  revolution,  the  legiflature  pafled  an  aft  conflituting 
twenty-one  gentlemen,  of  whom  the  governor  and  lieutenant-go- 
vernor for  the  time  being  are  membei-s  ex  qfficUs^  a  body  corporate 
and  politic,  by  the  name  of  "  Th,e  regents  of  the  univerfity  of  the 
State  of  New-York."  They  are  entrufted  with  the  care  of  literature 
in  general  in  the  State,  and  have  power  to  grant  charters  of  incorpo- 
ration for  ertding  colleges  and  academies  throughout  the  State,  they 
are  to  vilit  thefe  inftitutions  as  often  as  they  fliall  think  proper,  and 
report  their  ftnte  to  the  legiflature  once  a  year. 

King's  college,  which  we  have  already  defcribed,  is  now  called 
Columbia  College.  This  college,  by  an  a6t  of  the  legifiature 
pafled  in  the  fpring  of  1787,  was  put  under  the  care  of  twenty-four 
gentlemen,  who  are  a  body  corporate,  by  the  name  and  ftyle  of 
*'  The  Truftees  of  Columbia  College  in  the  city  of  New- York." 
This  body  polTefs  all  the  powers  vefted  in  the  governors  of  King's 
college  before  the  revolution,  or  in  the  regents  of  the  univerfity  \ 
fince  the  revolution,  fo  far  as  their  power  refpefted  this  inftitution. 
No  regent  can  be  a  truftee  of  any  particular  college  or  academy  in  the 
State.  The  regents  of  t-he  \miverfity  have  power  to  confer  the 
higher  degrees,  and  them  only. 

The  college  editice  has  received  no  additions  fince  the  peace.  The 
funds,  exclufive  of  the  liberal  grant  of  the  legiflature,  amount  to  be- 
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twecn  twelve  and  thirteen  thoudind  pounds  currency,  the  incoine  of 
which  is  fufficient  for  prefent  exigencies. 

This  college  is  now  in  a  thriving  ftate,  and  has  about  one  hundred 
Ihidents  in  the  four  clafies,  befides  medical  ftudents.  The  officers  of 
inftru(ftion  and  immediate  government  are  a  prefident,  profcflbr  of 
mathematics  and  natural  philofophy,  a  profeiror  of  logic  and  geogra- 
phy, and  a  profelTor  of  languages.  A  complete  medical  fchool  has 
been  lately  annexed  to  the  college,  and  able  profefTors  appointed  by 
the  trurtees  in  every  branch  of  that  important  fcience,  who  regularly 
teach  their  refpedive  branches  with  reputation.  The  number  of 
medical  {Indents  is  about  fifty,  but  they  are  increafing.  The  library 
and  muleum  were  deftroyed  during  the  war.  The  philofophical 
apparatus  is  new  and  complete. 

Of  the  eight  incorporated  academies,  one  is  at  Flatbufli,  in  King's 
county,  on  Long-llland,  four  miles  from  Brooklyn-ferry.  It  is 
lituated  in  a  pleafant,  healthy  village.  The  building  is  large, 
handfome,  and  convenient,  and  is  called  Erafmus  Hall.  The  aca- 
demy is  flourifliing  under  the  care  of  a  principal  and  other  fubordi- 
nate  inftru6lors. 

There  is  another  at  Eaft  Hampton,  on  the  eaft  end  of  Long- 
Ifland,  by  the  name  of  Clinton  Academy.  The  others  are  iu 
different  parts  of  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  are  fchools  ellabliflied 
and  maintained  by  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  parents.  A 
fpirit  for  literary  improvement  is  evidently  diffuiing  its  influence 
throughout  the  State. 

CONSTITUTION. 

Coriftttution  of  the  State  of  Ntiv-Tork,  ejlahlijhed  hy  the  ConnientioK^ 
authorifed  and  empoxvercd for  that  Pnrpofe^  April  20,    1777. 

I.  This  Convention,  In  the  name  and  by  the  authority  of  the 
good  people  of  this  State,  doth  ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that 
no  authority  fliall,  on  any  pretence  whatever,  be  exercifed  over  the 
people  or  members  of  this  State,  but  fuch  as  fliall  be  derived  from  and 
granted  by  them. 

II.  This  Convention  doth  further,  in  the  name  and  by  the  autho- 
rity of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  declare, 
that  the  fuprem.e  legillative  power,  within  this  State,  fliall  be  veiled 
in  two  feparate  and  difliiidt  bodies  of  rtien  ]  the  one  to  be  called, 
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The  Assembly  of  the  State  of  New-York  ;  the  other  to  be 
called,  The  Senate  of  the  State  of  New-York  ;  who,  together, 
ihall  form  the  legiflature,  and  meet  once  at  leaft  in  every  year  for 
the  difpatch  of  hufinefs. 

III.  And  whereas  laws  inconfiftent  with  the  fpirit  of  this  Conftitu- 
tion,  or  with  the  public  good,  may  be  haftily  and  unadvifedly  pafled, 
be  it  ordained,  that  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  the  chancellor, 
and  the  judges  of  the  Supreme  Court,  or  any  two  of  them,  together 
with  the  governor,  fliaU  be,  and  hereljy  are  conftituted  a  council 
to  revife  all  bills  about  to  be  pafled  into  laws  by  the  legiflature ; 
and  for  that  purpofe  fliall  aflTemble  themfelves,  from  time  te 
time*  when  the  legiflature  fhall  be  convened  ;  for  which,  neverthe- 
lefs,  they  fliall  not  receive  any  falary  or  confideration,  under  any  pre- 
tence whatever.  And  that  all  bills  which  have  pafled  in  the  Senate 
and  Afl^embly,  fliall,  before  they  become  laws,  be  prefented  to  the 
faid  council  for  their  revifal  and  confideration  ;  and  if  upon  fuch  re- 
vifal  and  confideration,  it  fliould  appear  improper  to  the  faid  council, 
or  a  majority  of  them,  that  the  faid  bill  fliould  become  a  law  of  this 
State,  that  they  return  the  far.-.',  together  with  their  objections 
thereto  in  writing,  to  the  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  in  which 
foever  the  fame  fliall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  obje6lions 
fent  down  by  the  council  at  large  in  their  minutes,  and  proceed 
to  re-confider  the  faid  hill.  But  if  after  fuch  re-confideration,  two- 
thirds  of  the  faid  Senate  or  Houfe  of  Affembly  fhall,  notvvithftanding 
the  faid  objeftions,  agree  to  pafs  the  fame,  it  fliall,  together  with  the 
objeftions,  be  fent  to  the  other  branch  of  the  legiflature,  where  it 

^fliall  alio  be  re-confidered,  and  if  approved  by  two-thirds  of  the  mem- 
bers prefenr,  fliall  be  a  law. 

And  in  order  to  prevent  any  unnecefTary  delays,  be  it  farther  or- 
dained, that  if  any  bill  fliall  not  be  returned  by  the  council  within 
ten  days  after  it  fliall  have  been  prefented,  the  fame  fliall  be  a  law, 
tmlefs  the  legiflature  fliall,  by  their  adjournment,  render  a  return  of 
the  iaid  bill  within  ten  days  imprafticable ;  in  which  cafe  the  bill  fliall 
be  returned  on  the  firft  day  of  the  meeting  of  the  legiflature,  after 
the  expiration  of  the  faid  ten  days. 

IV.  That  the  Afl"embly  fliall  confifl:  of  at  leaft  feventy  members, 
to  be  annually  chofen  in  the  feveral  counties,  in  the  proportions  fol- 
lowing, viz. 

The  city  and  county  of  New-York,  nine. 
The  city  and  county  of  Albany,  ten. 

The 
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The  county  of  Duche'.s,  fevetu 
The  county  of  Weft  Chcfter,  fix. 
The  county  of  Ulfter,  fix. 
The  county  of  Suffolk,  fivc. 
The  county  of  Queen's,  four. 
The  county  of  Orange,  four. 
The  county  of  King's,  t^wo. 
The  county  of  Richmond,  /ou^. 
The  county  of  Tayon,  fix. 
The  county  of  Charlotte,  four. 
The  county  of  Cumberland,  thrce^ 
The  counry  of  Glouceftcr,  t-voo. 

V.  That  as  foon  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years  fubfequent  to  the 
termination  of  the  prefent  war  as  may  be,  a  renfus  of  .the  eleiflors 
and  inhabitants  in  this  State  be  taken,  under  the  direil^ion  of  the  le- 
giflature.  And  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  fliall  appear  that  the  number  of  re- 
preienratives  in  AfTembly  from  the  faid  counties,  is  not  juftly  prrpor- 
rioned  to  the  number  of  eleftors  in  the  faid  counties  refpeftively, 
that  the  Ir^giflature  do  adjuft  and  apportion  the  fame  by  that  rule.  And 
farther,  that  once  in  every  feven  years  after  the  taking  of  the  faid 
iirft  cenfus,  a  juft  account  of  rhe  eleflors  rcfident  in  each  county 
fiiall  be  taken ;  and  if  it  fliall  thereupon  appear  that  the  number  of 
eledors  in  any  county  fliall  have  increafed  or  diminiflied  one  or  more 
feventieth  parts  of  the  whoJe  number  of  electors  which  on  the  faid 
firft  cenfus  (hall  be  found  in  this  Stale,  the  number  of  reprefen- 
tatives  for  fuch  county  fliall  be  increafed  or  diminiflied  accor- 
dingly, that  is  to  fay,  one  reprefeotative  for  every  feventieth  part  as 
aforefaid. 

VI.  And  whereas  an  opinion  hath  long  prevailed  among  divers  of 
the  good  people  of  this  State,  that  voting  at  eleclions  by  ballot 
would  tend  naore  to  prelerve  the  liberty  and  equal  freedom  of  the 
people  than  voting  viva 'voce :  to  the  end,  therefore,  that  a  fair  ex- 
periment be  made,  which  of  thofe  two  methods  of  votjng  is  to  be 
preferred, 

Be  it  ordained,  that  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  termination  of  the 
prefent  war  between  the  United  States  of  America  and  Great  Hritain, 
an  z£t  or  afts  be  pafl"ed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State,  for  caufing  all 
eledions  thereafter  to  be  held  in  this  State,  for  fenators  and  repre* 
fentatives  in  AfTembly,  to  be  by  ballot,  and  directing  the  manner  in 
vhich  the  fame  iliail  be  conduced.     And  whereas  it  is  pollibic,  that 
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after  all  the  care  of  the  legiflature  in  framing  the  faid  a.£t  or  a(?ls,  cer* 
tain  incoaveniencies  and  mifchiefs,  unforefeen  at  this  day,  may  be- 
found  to  attend  the  faid  mode  of  electing  by  ballot. 

It  is  farther  ordained,  that  if  after  a  full  and  fair  experiment  fliall  be 
made  of  voting  by  ballot  aforefaid,  the  fame  fhall  be  found  lefs  con- 
ducive to  the  fafety  or  interefl  of  the  State  than  the  method  of  voting 
'vii'a  t'ocr,  it  Hiall  be  lawful  and  conftitutional  for  the  legiflature  ta 
abolifli  the  fame  :  provided  two-thirds  of  the  members  prefent  in  each 
houfe  refpeftively  fliall  concur  therein  :  and  farther,  that  during 
the  continuance  of  the  prefent  war,  and  until  the  legiflature  of 
this  State  fhall  provide  for  the  eledlion  of  fenators  and  reprefen- 
tatives  in  AfTembly  by  ballot,  the  faid  eledtions  fliall  be  made  vi-v4 
voce. 

VII.  That  every  male  inhabitant  of  full  age,  who  fliall  have  per- 
fonally  refided  within  one  of  the  counties  of  this  State,  for  fix  months 
immediately  preceding  the  day  of  election,  fhall,  at  fuch  eletStion,  bes 
entitled  to  vote  for  reprefentatives  of  the  faid  county  in  Aflembly,  ifj 
during  the  time  aforefaid,  he  fliall  have  been  a  freeholder  pofTeffing  a 
freehold  of  the  value  of  twenty  pounds,  within  the  faid  county,  or 
have  rented  a  tenement  therein  of  the  yearly  value  of  forty  fliillings, 
and  been  riated  and  aftually  paid  taxes  to  this  State  :  provided 
always,  that  every  perfon  who  now  is  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  Al- 
bany, or  who  was  made  a  freeman  of  the  city  of  New-York,  on  or 
before  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thoiifand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  and  fliall  be  aftualiy  and 
ufualiy  refident  in  the  faid  cities  refpeftively,  fliall  be  entitled  ta 
vote  for  reprefentatives  in  AfTembly  within  his  faid  place  of  refi- 
dence. 

VIII.  That  every  elector,  before  he  is  admitted  to  vote,  fliall,  if 
required  by  the  returning  officer,  or  either  of  the  infpeftorii,  take  aii: 
oath,  or,  if  of  the  people  called  Quakers,  an  affirmation  of  allegiance 
to  the  State. 

IX.  That  the  AfTembly  thus  conftituted  fhall  choofe  their  own 
fpeaker,  be  judges  of  their  own  members,  and  enjoy  the  fame  privi- 
leges, and  ppjceed  in  doing  bufinels  in  like  manner  as  the  AfTemblies 
of  tiie  colony  of  New- York  ot  right  formerly  did  ;  and  that  a  majority 
of  the  faid  members  fliall,  from  time  to  time,  conflitute  a  houfe  ta 
proceed  upon  bufinefs. 

X.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and  de- 
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tlare,  that  the  fenate  of  tlie  State  of  New-York  fliall  confill  of 
twenty-four  freeholders,  to  be  chofen  out  of  the  body  of  the  free- 
holders, and  that  they  be  chofen  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State  pof- 
fefled  of  freeholds  of  the  value  of  one  hundred  pounds  over  and 
above  all  debts  charged  thereon. 

XI»  That  the  members  of  the  fenate  be  elected  for  four  years, 
and  immediately  after  the  fiift  election,  they  be  divided  by  lot  into 
four  clalles,  fix  in  each  clafs,  and  numbered  one,  two,  three  and 
four ;  that  the  feats  of  the  members  of  the  firft  clafs  fliall  be  vacated 
at  the  expiration  of  the  firft  year,  the  fecond  clafs  the  fecond  year, 
and  fo  on  continually;  to  the  end  that  the  fourth  part  of  the  fenate, 
as  nearly  as  poffible,  may  be  annually  chofen. 

XII.  That  the  eleftion  of  fenators  fliall  be  after  this  manner  :  that: 
fo  much  of  this  State  as  is  now  parcelled  into  counties,  be  divided 
into  four  greatdiftricls ;  the  fouthern  diftrift  to  comprehend  the  city  and 
county  of  New-York,  Suffolk,  Weft-Chefter,  King's,  Queen's,  and 
Richmond  counties  ;  the  middle  diftricft  to  comprehend  the  counties 
of  Duchefs>  Ulfter  and  Orange  ;  the  weftern  diftrid,  the  city  and 
county  of  Albany,  and  Tryon  county  ;  and  the  eaftern  diftrift,  the 
counties  of  Charlotte,  Cumberland,  and  Gloucefter.  That  the  fe- 
nators fliall  be  eledted  by  the  freeholders  of  the  faid  diftrifts,  quali- 
fied as  aforefaid,  in  the  proportions  following,  to  wit,  in  the  fouthern 
diftridl  nine,  in  the  middle  diftridt  fix,  in  the  wellern  diftridt  fix, 
end  in  the  eaftern  diftridl  three.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  a  cenfus 
fliall  be  taken  as  foon  as  may  be  after  the  expiration  of  feven  years 
from  the  termination  of  the  prefent  war,  under  the  diredtion  of  the 
tegidature  :  and  if  on  fuch  cenfus  it  fliall  appear,  that  the' number 
of  fenators  is  not  juftly  proportioned  to  the  feveral  diftridts,  that 
the  legillature  adjuft  the  proportion  as  near  as  may  be  to  the  num- 
ber of  freeholders,  qualified  as  aforefaid  in  each  dift;i6l.  That  whea 
the  number  of  electors  within  any  of  the  faid  diftrifls  fhall  havt 
increafed  one  twenty-fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  eleftors, 
which,  by  the  faid  cenfus,  fliall  be  found  to  be  in  this  State,  an  ad- 
ditional fenator  fliall  be  chofen  by  the  eleftofs  of  fuch  diftridt.  That 
a  majority  of  the  number  of  fenators  to  be  chofen  ns  aforeiaid  fliall 
be  ncceffary  to  conftitute  a  fenate  fufficient  to  proceed  upon  bufinefs, 
and  that  the  fenate  fliall,  in  like  manner  with  the  Aflembly,  be  the 
judges  of  its  own  members.  And  be  it  ordained,  that  it  fliall  be  in  the 
power  of  the  future  legiflatures  of  this  State,  for  the  convenience 
and  advantage  of  the  good  people  thereof,  to  divide  the  fame  into 
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fuch  farther  and  other  counties  and  diftrids,  as  fliail  to  them  appeii' 
riecelTaiy, 

XIU.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  that  no  member  of  this  State  fliall  be  disfranchifed,  or  de- 
prived of  any  of  the  rights  or  privileges  fecured  to  the  fub/.£ls  of 
this  State  by  this  conftitution,  unlefs  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or  the 
judgement  of  his  peers, 

XIV.  That  neither  the  AfTembly  nor  the  fenate  fhall  have  power 
to  adjourn  themfelves  for  any  longer  time  than  two  days,  withous 
the  mutual  confeiit  of  both. 

XV.  Tiiat  whenever  the  AfTembly  and  fenate  difagree,  a  conference 
Hiall  be  held  in  the  prefence  of  both,  and  be  managed  by  commit- 
tees to  be  by  them  refpectively  chofen  by  ballot.  That  the  doors  both 
of  the  fenate  and  AfTembly  fliall  at  all  times  be  kept  open  to  all  per- 
fons,  except  when  the  welfare  of  the  State  fliall  require  their  de- 
bates to  be  kept  fecret.  And  the  journals  of  all  their  proceedings 
fliall  be  kept  in  the  manner  heretofore  accuftomed  by  the  General 
AfTembly  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  and  except  fuch  parts  as  they 
fliall,  2s  aforefaid,  refpedtively  determine  not  to  make  public,  be 
from  day  to  day  (if  the  bufinefs  of  the  legiflature  will  permit)  pub- 
jiflied. 

XVL  It  is  neverthelefs  provided,  that  the  number  of  fenators 
:fiiall  never  exceed  one  hundred,  nor  the  number  of  AfTembly  three 
hundred  5  but  that  whenever  the  number  of  fenators  fliall  amount  to 
one  hundred,  or  of  the  AfTembly  to  three  hundred,  then,  and,  in 
futh  caf'e,  the  legiflature  fliall  from  time  to  time  thereafter,  by  laws 
for  that  purpofe,  apportion  and  diflribute  the  faid  one  hundred  fe- 
nators, and  three  hundred  reprefentatives,  among  the  great  diftrida 
and  counties  of  this  State,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  their  re- 
fpeftive  ekvfhors  ;  fo  that  the  reprefentation  of  the  good  people  of 
this  State,  both  in  the  Senate  and  AfTembly,  fliall  for  ever  remain, 
proportionate  and  adequate. 

XVII.  And  this  convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  fupreme  executive  power  and  authority  of  this  State 
ihall  be  veiled  in  a  governor  5  and  that  flatedly,  once  in  every  three 
years,  and  as  often  as  the  feat  of  government  fliall  become  vacant,  a 
wife  and  difcreet  freeholder  of  this  State  fhall  be  by  ballot  elected 
i;overnor  by  the  freeholders  of  this  State,  qualified  as  before  defcribed 
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to  cleft  fenators  ;  which  eledVions  fliall  be  always  held  at  the  trmc9 
and  places  of  chufing  reprelentatives  in  Aliembly  for  each  rcfpci'"tiv4 
coiintv  ;  and  that  the  perfon  who  hath  the  greatcit  number  of  votes 
within  the  faid  btate  fnall  be  governor  thereof. 

XVlil.  That  the  governor  fhall  continue  in  office  three  ycarsy 
and  fliall,  by  virtue  of  his  ofHce,  be  general  and  commander  in  chief 
of  all  the  militia,  and  admiral  of  the  navy  of  this  Sfate;  that  he  {hall 
have  power  to  convene  the  Affembly  and  fenate  on  extraordinary 
occafions,  to  prorogue  them  from  time  to  time,  provided  fuch'proro-i 
gations  fhall  not  exceed  fixty  dclys  in  the  fpace  of  any  one  year  ;  and 
at  his  difcretion  to  grapt  reprieves  and  pardons  to  perfons  convided  of 
crimes,  other  than  treafon  or  mxirder,  in  which  he  may  fufpcnd  the 
execution  of  the  fentence,  until  it  fhall  be  reported  to  the  legillatnre 
at  their  fubfequent  meeting  ;  and  they  fliall  either  pardon  or  direct 
the  execution  of  the  criminal,  or  grant  a  farther  reprieve. 
-  XIX.  That  it  faall  be  the  duty  of  the  governor  to  inform  the  Ic- 
giflature,  at  every  feflions,  of  the  condition  of  the  State,  fo  far  v.s  may 
refpeft  his  department;  to  recommend  iuch  matters  to  their  con- 
fideration  as  fliall  appear  to  him  to  concern  its  good  governmenf, 
welfare  and  prcfperity  ;  to  correfpond  with  the  Continental  Con grela 
and  other  States,  to  tranfaft  all  neccflary  bufmefs  with  the  oflicez's 
of  government,  civil  and  military  ;  and  to  take  care  that  the  laws  arc 
faithfully  executed  to  the  befl  of  his  ability ;  and  to  expedite  all  fuch 
meafures  as  may  be  refolved  upon  by  the  legillatnre. 

XX.  That  a  lieutenant-governor  lliall,  at  every  eleftion  of  a  go- 
vernor, and  as  often  as  the  lieutenant-governor  faall  die,  refign,  or 
be  removed  from  office,  be  elected  in  the  fame  manner  with  the  go- 
vernor, to  continue  in  office  until  the  next  election  of  a  governor; 
and  fuch  lieutenant-governor  fliall,  by  virtue  of  his  office,  be  prefi- 
dent  of  the  fenate,  and,  upon  an  equal'diviiion,  have  a  cafting  voice 
in  their  decifions,  but  not  vote  on  any  other  cccaiion. 

And  in  cafe  of  the  impeachment  of  the  governor,  or  his  removal 
from  office,  death,  refignation,  or  abfence  from  the  State,  the  lieu- 
tenant-governor fliall  exercife  all  the  power  and  auchority  appertain- 
ing to  the  office  of  governor,  until  another  be  chofen,  or  the  gover- 
nor abfent  or  impeached,  fhall  return  or  be  acquitted.  Provided, 
that  where  the  governor  fliall,  with  the  confent  of  the  legiflature, 
be  out  of  the  State,  in  time  of  war,  at  the  head  of  a  military  force 
thereof,  he  fliall  flill  continue  in  his  command  of  all  the  military 
force  of  the  State,  both  by  fea  and  land, 

XXI.  That 
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XXL  That  whenever  the  government  Ihall  be  adminiftered  hf 
the  lieutenant-governor,  or  he  rtiall  be  unable  to  attend  as  prefident 
of  the  fenate,  the  fenators  flial!  have  power  to  ele*^  one  of  their  own 
members  to  the  office  of  prefident  of  the  fenate,  which  he  ihall  exercife 
,  fro  hac  vice.  And  if,  during  fuch  vacancy  of  the  office  of  governor, 
the  lieutenant-governor  Ihall  be  impeached,  difplaced,  leiign,  die, 
or  be  abfent  from  the  State,  the  prefident  of  the  fenate  lliall  in  like 
manner  as  the  lieutenant-governor,  adminiuer  the  government,  until 
others  fliall  be  ele6led  by  the  fuffragc  of  the  people  at  the  fucceeding 
eledion. 

XXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine  and 
declare,  that  the  treafurer  of  this  State  fliall  be  appointed  by  a£t  of 
the  legiflature,  to  originate  with  the  Aflembly  ;  provided,  that  he 
Ihall  not  be  elefted  out  of  either  branch  of  the  legillatiire. 

XXIII.  That  all  officers,  other  than  thofe  who  by  this  conftitution 
are  diredled  to  be  otherwife  appointed,  fliall  be  appointed  in  the 
manner  following,  to  wit,  the  Affembly  fliall  once  in  every  year 
openly  nominate  and  appoint  one  of  the  fenators  from  each  great  dif- 
trift,  which  fenators  fliall  form  a  council  for  the  appointment  of  the 
faid  oflicers,  of  which  the  governor  for  the  time  being,  or  the  lieutenant- 
governor,  or  the  preiident  of  the  fenate,  when  they  fliall  refpeftively 
adminifter  the  government,  fnall  be  prefident,  and  have  a  cafting 
voice,  but  710  other  vote ;  and  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  faid 
council  fliall  appoint  all  the  faid  officers ;  and  that  a  majority  of  the 
faid  council  be  a  quorum.  And  farther,  the  faid  fenators  fliall  not 
be  eligible  to  the  faid  couiicil  for  tv.'o  years  fucceffively. 

XXIV.  That  all  military  officers  be  appointed  diu-ing  pleafure  ; 
that  all  commiffioned  officers,  civil  and  military,  be  commiffioned 
by  the  governor  ;  and  that  the  chancellor,  the  judges  of  the  fupreme 
court,  and  firft  judge  of  the  county  court  in  every  county,  hold  their 
offices  during  good  beha^^oul•,  or  until  they  flwU  have  refpe£lively 
attained  the  age  of  fixt}  years. 

XXV.  That  the  chancellor  and  judges  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall 
not  at  the  fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  delegate 
to  the  General  Congrefs  upon  fpecial  occafions  ;  and  that  the  firit 
judges  of  the  county  courts  in  the  feveral  counties  fliall  not.  at  the 
fame  time  hold  any  other  office,  excepting  that  of  fenator  or  delegate 
to  the  General  Congiefs.     But  if  the  chancellor,  or  either  of  the  faid 
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Judges,  be  clefted  or  appointed  to  any  other  ofTire,  excepting  as  is 
before  excepted,  it  fliall  be  at  his  option  in  which  to  ferve. 

XXVI.  That  flieriffs  and  coroners  be  annually  app  'intcd  ;  and 
that  no  perfon  fliall  be  capable  ot  holding  either  of  the  l;ud  offices 
more  tb;m  four  years  fucc.ffively,  nor  the  flier. ff  of  holding  any 
other  office  at  the  fame  time. 

XXVII.  And  be  it  further  ordained,  that  the  regifter  and  clerks  in 
chancery  be  appointed  by  the  chancellor  j  the  clerks  of  the  fupienie 
court  by  the  judges  of  the  faid  co.'.it;  the  clerk  of  the  court  of 
probates  by  the  judge  of  the  faid  court ,  and  the  regift  r  and  maifiial 
of  the  court  of  admiralty  by  the  judge  of  the  admiralty  ;  the  faid 
roarflial,  regifters  and  clerks,  to  continue  in  office  during  the  pleafure 
of  thofe  by  uhom  they  are  to  be  appointed  as  aforefaid. 

And  that  all  attornies,  folicitors  and  oounfellors  at  law,  hereafter 
to  be  appointed,  be  appointed  by  the  court,  and  licenfed  by  the  firfl- 
judgv  of  the  court  in  which  they  fliall  refpeftively  plead  or  pradife; 
and  be  regulated  by  the  rules  and  orders  of  the  faid  courts. 

XXVill.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  where  by  this  Conven- 
tion the  duration  of  any  office  fliall  not  be  afcertained,  fuch  office 
fhall  he  conftrued  to  be  held  during  the  pleafure  of  the  council  of 
appointment :  provided,  that  new  commiffions  fliall  be  iflued  to 
gudg'is  of  the  county  courts  (other  than  to  the  firft  jndge)  and  to 
juflices  of  the  peace,  once  at  the  leaft  in  every  three  years. 

XXIX.  That  town-clerks,  fuperviiors,  afTeflors,  confliables  and 
colleftors,  and  all  other  officers  heretofore  eligible  by  the  people, 
fliall  always  continue  to  be  fo  eligible,  in  the  mannei*  direded  by  the 

'  preient  or  future  aft?  of  legiflature. 

That  loan  officers,  county  treafurers,  and  clerks  of  the  fupervif 
for?,  continue  to  be  appointed  in  the  manner  directed  by  the  prefent 
or  future  afts  of  the  legiflature. 

XXX.  That  delegates  to  reprefent  this  State  in  the  General  Con* 
grefs  ot  the  United  States  of  America  be  annually  appointed  as  fol- 
lows, to  wit,  the  Senate  and  Aflembly  fliall  each  openly  nominate 
as  many  perfons  as  fliall  be  equal  to  the  whole  number  of  delegates 
to  be  appointed;  after  which  nomination  they  fliall  meet  together, 
and  thole  perfons  named  in  both  lifl:s  fliall  be  delegates ;  and  out  of 
thofe  perfons  whofe  names  are  not  in  both  lifts,  one  half  fliall  be 
chofen  by  the  joint  ballot  of  the  fenators  and  members  of  AfTcmbly 
fo  met  together  as  aforefaid. 

XXXI.  That 
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XXXI.  That  the  flyje  of  all  laws  fliall  be  as  follows,  to  wif,  «  Be 
it  enacted  by  the  people  of  the  State  of  New-York,  reprefented  in 
Senate  &nd  Aflemhly."  And  that  ?M  writs  and  other  proceedings 
fcall  run  in  the  name  of  "  the  People  of  the  :3tafe  of  New-York," 
and  be  attefted  in  the  name  of  the  chancellor  or  chief  judge  of  the 
court  from  whence  they  fliall  ilfue. 

XXXII.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by 
the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine 
and  declare,  that  a  conrt  fliaU  be  inftitutcd  for  the  trial  of  impeach- 
ments, and  the  corre(ftiGn  of  errors,  under  the  regulations  which  (hall 
"be  eilablinied  by  ti;e  legiflature;  and  to  confill:  of  the  prefident  of 
thefenate  for  the  time  being,  and  the  fenators,  chancellor  and  judges 
of  the  fuprcme  court,  or  the  rnajor  part  of  them ;  except,  that 
when  an  impeachment  fliall  be  profecuted  againft  the  chancellor,  or 
either  ot  the  judges  of  the  fiipr  ;me  coui  t,  the  perfon  fo  impeached 
iliall  be  fufpended  from  exerrifing  his  office  until  his  acquittal :  and 
in  like  manner,  when  an  appeal  from  a  decree  in  equity  fl)ali  be 
lieard,  the  chancellor  fliail  inform  the  court  of  the  reafons  of  his 
decree,  but  fl.  all  not  have  a  voice  in  the  final  fentence.  And  if  the 
caufe  to  be  determined  fliall  be  brought  up  by  writ  of  error  on  a 
queftion  of  law,  on  a  jodgment  u\  the  fupreme  court,  the  judges  of 
ifhat  court  fliall  aflign  the  realons  of  fiuch  their  judgment,  but  flial{ 
not  have  a  voice  for  its  affirmance  or  reverial. 

XXXIII.  That  the  power  of  impeaching  all  officers  of  the  State,' 
Ibi*  mal  and  conajpt  conduit  in  their-  reipeftive  offices,  be  vefted  in 
the  reprefentatives  of  the  people  in  Affembly;  but  that  it  fliall  always 
be  neceflary  that  two-third  parts  of  the  ii:t  mbers  preient  fliall  confent 
to  and  agree  in  fueh  impeachment.  That  previous  to  the  trial  of  every 
impeachment,  the  members  of  the  faid  court  fliall  refpedively  be 
fworn,  ti  uly  and  Impr.rtially  to  try  and  determine  the  charge  in  quefr 
tron  according  to  evidence  ;  and  that  no  judgment  of  the  faid  court 
ilvdW  bo  valid,  unlfs  it  be  alfented  to  by  two-third  parts  of  the  mem= 
bers  then  preient  ;  nor  fliall  it  extend  fnrthcr  than  to  removal  from 
office,  and  oifqualification  to  liold  and  enjoy  any  place  of  honour, 
tiuft  or  profit,  under  this  State.  But  the  jxuty  fo  convicted  fliall  be, 
nevertheleis,  liable  and  fubjeclr  to  indidm.enf,  trial,  judgment  and 
puniflmient,  according  to  the  laws  of  the  land. 

XXXIV.  And  it  is  farther  ordained,  that  in  every  trial  on  im- 
peachment  or  iiidiftment  {or  criii.es  or  mifderaeanors,  the  party  im^ 
peached  or  jndided  fhaW  be  aJov,  ed  counfel  as  in  civil  aftions. 

XXXV.  And 
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XXXV.  And  that  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine 
and  declare,  that  fuch  parts  of  the  common  law  of  l-.ngland,  and  of 
the  ftatute  law  of  England  and  Great-Britain,  and  of  the  a&s  of  tho 
legijlature  of  the  colony  of  New-York,  as  together  did  form  the 
law  of  the  faid  colony  on  the  19th  day  of  April,  in  the  }e.ir  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  fcven  hundred  and  feVenty-five,  fiiall  be  and  con* 
tinue  the  law  of  this  State  ;  fubjeft  to  fuch  alterations  and  provilionE 
as  the  Icgillature  of  this  State  fiiall  from  time  to  time  m.ke  conccin- 
ing  the  fame.  Thar  fuch  of  the  laid  ncfts  as  are  tem]5orary  fliall 
expire  at  the  times  limited  for  their  duration  refpei^avely.  That  all 
fuch  parts  of  the  faid  common  law,  and  all  fuch  of  the  ^lid  ftnfi'cs 
and  ai5ls  aforefaid,  or  parts  thereof,  as  may  be  conftrued  to  eftablifli 
or  maintain  any  particular  denomination  of  Chriflians  or  their  mi* 
nifters,  or  concern  the  allegiance  heretofore  yielded  to,  and  the  fu- 
premacy,  fovereignty,  government  or  prerogatives,  claimed  or  ex* 
ercifed  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain  and  hi?  piedeceHbrs  over  the  co- 
lony of  New-York  and  its  inhabitants,  or  are  repur^mant  to  this  con- 
llitution,  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  abrogated  and  rejedted.  And 
this  Convention  doth  farther  ordain,  that  the  refo'ves  or  refolutions 
of  the  congreffes  of  the  colony  of  New-York  and  of  the  Convention 
of  the  State  of  New-York  novi'  in  force,  and  not  repugnant  to  the 
government,  eflablidied  by  this  conftitution,  fliall  be  confidered  as 
making  part  of  the  laws  of  this  State;  fubje6l,  neveitlieleis,  to  i^h 
alterations  and  provifions  as  the  legiflature  of  this  State  may,  from 
time  to  time,  make  concerning  the  fame. 

XXXVI.  And  be  it  farther  ordained,  that  all  grants  of  lands  within 
this  State,  made  by  the  King  of  Great-Britain,  or  perfons  afling 
under  his  authority,  after  the  fourteenth  day  of  October,  one  thoU* 
fand  I'evcn  hundred  and  feventy-five,  fnall  be  null  and  void  ;  but. 
that  nothing  in  this  conftitution  contained  fliall  be  conftrued  to  affe6t 
any  grants  of  land,  within  this  State,  made  by  the  authority  of  ths 
faid  king  or  his  predecelTors,  or  to  annul  any  charters  to  bodies  poli- 
tic, by  him  or  them,  or  any  of  them,  made  p;  ior  to  that  day.  And 
that  none  of  the  faid  charters  fliall  be  adjudged  to  be  void,  by  rta- 
fon  of  any  non-ufcr  or  mif-ufer  of  any  of  their  refpeftive  rights  or 
privileges,  between  the  nineteenth  day  of  April,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-five,  and  the  publica- 
tion of  this  conftittition.  And  f.nrther,  that  all  fuch  of  the  officers 
defcribed  in  the  faid  charters  refpe>f^iveJy,  as  by  the  terms  of  the 
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^aid  charters  were  to  be  apjwinted  by  the  governor  of  the  colotTy  of 
Neu'-York,  with  or  without  the  adyice  and  confent  of  the  council  of 
the  faid  king  in  the  faid  colony,  fliall  henceforth  be  appointed  by  the 
council  eftabliflied  by  this  conftitution  for  the  appointment  of  officers 
in  this  State,  until  otherwife  direfted  by  the  legiflature. 

XXXVII.  And  whereas  it  is  of  great  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
this  State,  that  peace  and  amity  with  the  Indians  within  the  fame  be 
at  all  times  fupportcd  and  maintained  ;  and  whereas  the  frauds  too 
often  pra^Llfed  towards  the  faid  Indies,  in  contrads  made  for  their 
lands,  have  in  divers  inilances  been  productive  of  dangerous  dif- 
contents  and  animoiities,  be  it  ordained,  that  no  piirchafes  or  con- 
trafts  for  the  fale  of  lands,  made  fince  the  fourteenth  day  of  Oftober, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy- 
iive,  or  which  may  hereafter  be  made  v.-ith  or  of  the  faid  Indians 
within  the  limits  of  this  State,  fhall  be  binding  on  the  faid  Indians, 
or  deemed  valid,  unlets  mr.de  under  the  authority  and  with  the  con- 
lent  of  the  legiiiature  of  this  State. 

XXXVJIl.  And  wht-reas  we  are  required  by  the  benevolent  princi- 
ples of  rational  liberty,  not  only  to  expel  civil  tyranny,  but  alio  to 
guard  againft  that  fpiritual  oppreffion  and  intolerance  wherewith  the 
bigotry  and  ambition  of  weak  and  wicked  priefts  and  princes  have 
fcourged  mankind ;  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and 
by  t!ie  authori'y  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordain,  determine^ 
and  declare,  that  the  free  exerciie  and  enjoyment  of  religious  pro- 
fefiion  and  worfliip,  without  difcrimination  or  preference,  fliall  for 
ever  hereafter  "be  allowed  within  this  State  to  all  mankind.  Pro- 
vided, that  the  liberty  of  confcience  hereby  granted  fl)all  not  be  fa 
conftrucd  as  to  excufe  afts  of  licentioiifneis,  or  juftify  practices  iu- 
confiftent  with  the  peace  or  fafety  of  this  State. 

XXXIX.  And  whereas  the  miniilera  of  the  gofpel  are  by  their 
profeffion  dedicated  to  the  fervice  of  God  and  the  cure  of  fouls,  and 
ought  not  to  be  diverted  from  the  great  duties  of  their  function  ; 
therefore  no  minifter  of  the  gofpet,  or  prieft  of  any  denomination 
whatfoever,  fiiall  at  any  time  hereafter,  under  any  pretence  or  ds- 
i'cription  whatever,  be  eligible  to,  or  capable  of  holding  any  civil  or 
military  office  or  place  within  this  State. 

XL.  And  whereas  it  is  of  the  utmoft  importance  to  the  fafety  of 
every  Slate,  that  it  iliould  always  be  in  a  condition  of  defence  ;  and  it 
is  the  duty  of  every  man  who  enjoys  the  proteftion  of  fociety  to  be 
prepared  .nd  willing  to  defend  it  j   this  Convention,  thercfoie,  m  the 
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■name  and  by  the  aiithorit}'  of  the  good  people  of  this  State  doth 
ordain,  determine,  and  declare,  that  the  militia  of  this  State,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  as  well  in  peace  as  in  war,  fliall  be  armed  and  difci- 
plined,  and  in  readinefs  for  Icrvice.  That  all  fiich  of  the  inhabitants 
of  this  State,  being  of  the  people  called  Qiiakcrs,  who,  from  fcruples 
of  confcience,  may  be  avcrle  to  the  bearing  of  arms,  be  therefrom 
excufed  by  the  legiflature  ;  and  do  pay  to  the  State  fuch  funis  06 
money  in  lieu  of  their  perfonal  fervice,  as  the  fame  may,  in  the 
judgment  (f  the  lec^iOature,  be  worth :  and  that  a  proper  magazine 
of  warlike  (lores,  proportionate  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  be  for 
ever  hereafter  at  the  expenfe  of  this  State,  and  by  acls  of  the  legifla- 
ture,  ellabliflied,  maintained,  and  continued  in  every  county  in  this 
State. 

XLT.  And  this  Convciuion  doth  further  ordain,  determine,  and 
declare,  in  the  n-me  and  by  the  autb.ority  of  the  good  people  of  this 
State,  that  trial  by  pnv,  in  all  cafes  in  which  it  hath  heretofore  been 
xifed  in  the  colony  of  New-York,  fliall  be  eftabliflied,  and  remain 
inviolate  for  ever  :  and  that  no  a6ts  of  attainder  fliall  be  pafled  by  the 
legiflature  of  this  State  lor  crimes,  other  than  thofe  committed  be- 
fore the  termination  of  the  prefent  \\ar  ;  and  that  fuch  afts  ftiali  not 
work  a  corruption  of  blood.  And  farther,  that,  the  legillature  of  this 
State  fliall  at  no  time  hereafter  inftitute  an}-  new  court  or  courts 
t)Ut  fuch  as  fiiall  proceed  according  to  the  courfe  of  the  common  law. 

XLIJ.  And  this  Convention  doth  farther,  in  the  name  and  by  the 
authority  of  the  good  people  of  this  State,  ordnin,.  determine,  and  de- 
clare, that  it  fliall  be  in  the  difcretion  of  the  Icgiflature  to  naturalize 
all  fuch  perfons,  and  in  fuch  manner,  as  they  fliall  think  proper, 
provided  all  fuch  of  the  perfons  fo  to  be  by  them  naturalized,  as 
being  born  in  parts  beyond  fea,  and  out  of  the  United  States  of 
Am.erica,  fliali  come  to  fettle  in,  and  become  fubjects  of  this  State, 
ihall  take  an  oath  of  allegiance  to  this  State,  and  abjure  and  re- 
nounce all  allegiance  and  fubjeftion  to  all  and  every  foreign  king, 
prince,  potentate,  and  flate,  ia  all  matters  ecclefiaftical  as  well  as 
civil. 


In  1787,  the  legiflatnre  of  this  State  ceded  to  the  Commonwealth 
of  Mafliachufetts,  all  the  lands  within  their  jurifdiclion,  v»'eft  of  a 
meridian  that  fliall  be  drawn  from  a  point  in  the  north  boundary 
line  of  Pennfylvania,  eighty-two  miles  welt  from  the  Delaware  (ex- 
cepting one  mile  along  the  eafl  fide  of  Niagara  river)  and  alio  ten 
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townfhips  between  the  Chenengo  and  Owegy  rivers,  referving  the 
jurifdiftion  to  the  State  of  New- York.  This  ceffion  was  made  to 
fatisf'y  a  c  aim  of  Maflachufetts  founded  upon  their  original  charter. 

All  free  governments  abound  with  lawyer?.  Of  thefe  America  fur- 
Billies  a  plentiful  grov^th,  and  New- York  has  its  fhare,  as  it  contains 
not  lefs  than  one  hundred  and  twenty  licenfed  attornies.  In  this 
State  the  pradice  of  law  is  conformed  to  the  Englifli  mode,  but  is 
more  confidently  adminillered  than  in  that  country. — Law,  indeed, 
in  N.w-York,  is  not  an  engine  whereby  the  innocent  are  entrapped 
and  ruined,  or  by  wh'ch  the  worthy  citizen  is  deprived  of  his  liberty 
and  property  at  the  pleafure  of  his  governors.  The  lawyers 
of  Ntv/-York  are  in  general  men  of  honour.  The  feveral  de- 
grees in  the  profefTion,  the  number  of  critical  examinations  that 
candidates  are  obliged  to  pafs  through  before  they  can  be  ad- 
mitted as  counfellors  in  the  higher  courts,  together  with  the 
time  of  fludy  required  by  the  rules  of  adraiffion,  render  an  accefs 
to  the  firll  honours  of  the  bar  fo  dithcult  as  to  preclude  ignorant 
pretenders  to  the  important  fcience  of  law.  New,- York  can  boaft  of 
many  eminent  characters  in  all  the  learned  profeffions,  and  has  fur- 
nifhed  America  with  fome  of  her  moA  able  iegiflators.  It  is  how- 
ever to  be  feared,  that  a  too  rigid  adherence  to  the  forms  of  legal 
procels  in  England  has  fometimes  perplexed  the  road  to  juftice,  and 
prevented  valuable  improvements  in  the  pradice,  not  only  of  this 
but  of  moll  of  the  other  States.  '  -  _    ' 

FINANCES.  *' 

A  variety  ofcircumftanceshave  confpired  to  fill  the  treafury  of  this. 
State,  and  wholly  to  fuperfede  the  neceffity  of  taxation  for  feveral 
years  pall ;  firft,  confifrations  and  economical  management  of  that 
property  ;  lecond,  fales  of  unappropriated  lands  ;  and  third,  a  duty 
on  imports  previous  to  the  ellablifliment  of  the  federal  government. 
The  two  former  were  fold  for  continental  certificates,  at  a  time 
when  the  credit  of  the  State  was,  perhaps,  above  the  par  of  the 
Union,  which  was  the  caufe  of  getting  a  large  fum  of  the  public  debt 
into  the  treafury  of  the  Slate  at  a  depreciated  value.  Thefe  certifi- 
cates, lince  the  funding  fvftcm  came  into  operation,  added  to  the 
air'.:med  State  debt,  a  vaft  quantity  of  which  was  alfo  in  the  treafury, 
fonn-i  aa  enormous  niais  of  pnpcrty,  yielding  an  annuity  of  upwards 
ot"  one  hi'r.drcd  thoufand  dollars  ;  and  when  the  deferred  debt  (hall 
btcome  a  fix  per  cent,  (lock,  this  annuity  will  be  increafed  to  up- 
wards of  two  hundred  thoufand  dollars. 

The 
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The  ability  of  the  State,  there'ore,  is  abundantly  competent  to  ai4 
public  inftitutions  of  every  kind,  to  make  roads,  erc£l  brdges,  opea 
canals,  and  to  pufli  every  kind  of  improveaiein  to  the  mult  definable 
length.  It  could  be  vviflicd,  that  thole  citizens  who  were  cxile4 
during  the  war,  and  whofe  property  ufjs  txpofcd  during  its  continu- 
ance to  wanton  depredation  ,  wer  :'mply  rewarded  by  a,  legiflaau'd 
poflefling  fo  tul'y  tlie  means  c  difcrimin'ting  this  unh,ippy  clalj 
of  fuffciers,  aiid  making  th.m  compenLtio.i  for  their  voluntary 
lacrifices,  we  are  not  without  hope  th.it  this  wid  foun  be  the  cafe. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

•By  official  returns  of  the  militia  of  this  "^t  ite,  made  to  the  governor 

by  the  adjutant-general,  it  appears  that  the  lot.d  number  in  17S9,  was 

forty-two  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fcvc-iity-nii.e  ;    i'j^)0 — torty-four 

thoufatid  two  hundred  and  fifty-nine;    1791 — -fifty  thoufand  three 

hundred  and  ninety-nine.     Befidcs  thefe,   there  are  as  many  as  five 

or  fix  thoufand  of  the  militia  in  the  new  fettlements,  who  are  not  yet 

organized. 

FORTS,  Sec. 

Thefe  are  principally  in  ruins.  The  demolition  of  the  fort  in  the 
city  of  New-York  has  been  mentioned.  Remains  of  the  fortifications 
on  Long-Ifland,  Y'ork-Ifland,  White-Plains,  Weft-Point,  and  other 
places,  are  ftill  vifible.  Fort  Stanwix,  built  by  the  Britifti  in  1758, 
at  the  expenfe,  it  is  faid,  of  fixty  thoufand  pounds,  is  one  hundred 
and  feven  miles  weftward  of  Skencftady,  on  an  artificial  eminence 
bordering  on  the  Mohawk  river,  and  in  travelling  th;s  dillance,  yoa 
pafs  Fort  Hunter,  Fort  Anthony,  Fort  Piaui,  Fort  Herkemer,  and 
Fort  Schuyler.  As  you  proceed  weftward  of  Fort  Stanwix,  you  pafs 
Fort  Bull,  and  Fort  Breweton,  at  the  weft  end  of  Oneida  lake.  Fort 
George  is  at  the  fouth  end  of  lake  George.  At  the  point  where 
Jake  George  communicates  with  lake  Chan;pl;iin  is  the  famous  poft 
of  Ticonderoga.  by  which  word  ti»e  Canadians  underftand  no//j\  — 
The  works  at  this  place  are  in  fuch  a  ftate  of  dilapidation,  that  a 
ftranger  can  fcaiccly  form  an  idea  of  their  con'aru(!:tion.  They  arc, 
howev^er,  fituatea  on  fach  high  ground  as  to  command  the  commu- 
nication between  the  laki;3  George  and  Champlain.  Ojjpofite,  on 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  uater  that  empties  out  of  lake  George,  is  a 
mountain,  to  appearance  inaccefilble,  called  Mount  Defiance,  wheie 
General  Eurgoyne,  in  the  late  war,  with  a  bohlnefs,  fecrecy,  and 
difpatch  almoft  unparalleled,  conveyed  a  number  of  cannf>n,  ftores, 
and  troops.  The  cannon  were  railed  by  lai[;;  brafs  tackles  from 
z  tree 
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tree  ro  tree,  and  from  rock  to  rock,  over  dens  of  rattls-fnakes,  to 
the  fummit:,  which  entire'y  commands  the  works  of  Ticondevoga, 
This  circumftance  miift  evtr  be  coniidered  as  a  full  juHification  of 
General  ;anc  air's  fuddcn  retreat  with  the  American  arrny,  and  the 
obiervation  v\hich  he  marie  on  his  trial,  in  his  own  defence,  that 
*'  though  he  had  loft  a  poll,  he  had  faved  a  State,"  was  afterwards" 
verified. 

Crown-Point  is  fifteen  miles  north  of  Ticonderoga  on  lake  Cham- 
plain.  The  fort  at  this  place,  in  which  a  Britifti  garrilbn  was  always 
kept,  from  the  rednftion  of  Canada  till  the  American  Revolution, 
was  the  mod  regular,  and  ihe  moil:  expcnfive  of  any  ever  conftruded 
and  fupported  by  the  Britifti  government  in  North-America.  Th;; 
\val!s  are  of  wo-d  and  earth,  about  fixteen  feet  high,  and  twenty  feet- 
thick,  and  nearly  one  b'yindred  and  fifty  yards  fqnare,  furrounded  by 
a  deep  and  broad  ditch  cut  through  a  fol.d  rock.  It  ftands  on  a  rifing 
ground,  perhaps  two  hundied  yards  from  the  lake,  v/ith  which  there 
was  a  covered  way,  by  which  the  garrifpn  could  be  fupplied  with 
water  in  time  of  a  fiege.  The  only  gate  opens  on  the  north  toward? 
the  lake,  where  the;e  was  a  dravz-bridge.  On  the  right  and  left,  as 
you  enter  the  fort,  are  a  row  of  ftone  barracks,  not  inelegantly  built^ 
fuificient  to  contain  fil-teen  hundred  or  two  thoufand  troops  ;  the  pa- 
rade is  between  them,  and  is  a  flat  fmooth  rock.  There  were  leveral 
out-works,  which  are  now  in  ruin?,  as  is  the  principal  fort,  except  the 
walls,  and  the  walls  of  the  barracks,  which  ftill  remain. 

•  INDIANS.  ,■■,,,      ;  .--r; 

The  body  of  the  fix  nations  inhabit  the  weftcrn  parts  of  this  State. 
The  princijial  pait  of  the  Mohawk  tribe  refide  on  Grand  river,  in 
TJpner  Canada  ;  and  there  are  two  villages  cf  Senecas  on  the  Alle- 
gany river,  near  the  north  line  of  Fennfylvania,  and  a  few  Dela- 
wares  and  Skawaghkees,  on  Buffaloe  creek.  Including  thefe,  and 
the  Stockbridge  and  Mohegan  Indians,  who  have  migrated  and 
jcttled  in  the  vicinity  of  Oneida,  there  are,  in  the  iix  nations,  ac- 
cording to  an  accurate  eflimate  lately  made  by  the  Rev.  JVir.  Kirk- 
]:md,  niilTionary  among  them,  fix  thoufand  three  hundred  and 
thirty  louis.  He  adds,  that  among  thefc  there  is  comparatively  but 
very  few  children. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Kirkland,  will 
j;ive  the  reader  an  idea  of  the  charac'lers,  which,  according  to  In- 
dian tr.idiiion,  are  excluded  from  the  happy  countiy  :  "The  region 
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of  Pure  Spirits,  the  five  nations  call  FJl:ana>ic.  The  only  characters 
which,  accordijig  to  their  traditions,  cannotbe  admitted  to  participate 
of  the  pleafures  and  delights  of  this  happy  country,  are  reduced  to 
three,  viz.  filicides;  the  difobedicnt  to  the  couni'els  of  the  chiefs  ; 
and  fuch  as  put  away  their  wives  on  account  of  pregnancy.  Accor- 
ding to  their  tradition,  there  is  a  gloomy,  fathomlefs  gulph,  near  the 
borders  of  the  delightful  manfions  of  Efican ane,  over  which  all  good 
and  brave  fpirits  pafs  with  fafety,  under  the  condu6t  of  a  faithful 
andlkiiful  guide  appointed  for  that  purpofe  ;  but  when  a  fuicide,  or 
any  of  the  above-mentioned  charact^-rs,  approach  this  guiph,  the 
conduftor,  wlio  pofTdTcs  a  mod  pencti'ating  ey.-,  infl.mtly  dil'covers 
their  fpiritual  features  and  character,  and  denies  them  his  aid,  af- 
figning  his  reafons.  They  will,  however,  attempt  to  crofs  upon  a 
fmall  pole,  which,  before  they  reach  the  middle,  trcaibles  and 
fliakes,  till  prefently  down  they  fall  with  horrid  fiuieks.  In  this 
dark  and  dreary  gulph,  they  fuppof^j  refides  a  great  dog,  fome  hy  a 
dragon,  infe<!;led  with  the  itch,  which  makes  him  perpetually  rel- 
iefs and  fpiteful.  The  guilty  inhabitants  of  this  mil'erable  region, 
all  catch  this  difeafe  ot  the  great  dog,  and  grope  and  roam  fiom  fide 
to  fide  of  their  gloomy  manfion  in  pcrpetu  il  torment?.  Sometimes 
they  approach  fo  near  the  happy  fields  of  Efcanane,  that  they  can 
hear  the  fongs  and  dances  of  their  form-r  companions.  This  on'y 
ferves  to  increafe  their  torments,  as  they  can  d.fcera  no  iigl'-t,  nor 
difcover  any  pafTage  by  which  they  can  gain  accefs  to  them.  They 
iuppofe  ideols  and  dogs  go  into  the  fame  gulph,  but  have  a  mors 
comfortable  apartment,  where  they  enjoy  feme  little  light."  Ivlr. 
Kirkland  adds,  that  feveral  other  nations  of  Indians  with  whom  he 
has  converfed  on  the  fubjeft,  have  nearly  the  fame  traditionary  no- 
tions of  a  future  ft.ite.  'I'hey  almoil  univerfally  agree  in  ihir,» 
that  the  departed  fpirit  is  ten  days  in  its  pafTage  to  their  happy 
elyfium,  after  it  leaves  the  body  ;  ibme  of  them  fuppofe  its 
courfe  is  towards  the  fouth  ;  others  that  it  afeends  frcn  fome  lofry 
mountain. 

The  Oncidas  inhabit  on  Oneida  creek,  tv/enty  one  miles  wcfl  of 
Fort  Stanwix. 

The  Tufcaroras  migrated  from  Xorth-Carolina  and  the  frontiers 
of  Virginia,  and  were  adopted  by  the  Oaeidas,  with  v:hom  they  have 
tver  fince  lived.     They  v.'ere  originally  of  the  fame  nation. 

The  Seaecas  inhabit  the  Chenefiee  river,  at  the  ChenefToe  caftle. 
They  have  two  town?   of  fixty  or  feventy  fouls  each,  on  French 
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creek,  in  Pennfylvania  ;  and  another  town  on  Buffaloe  creek,  st^ 
taciied  to  t'.e  Britifli  ;  two  fmall  towns  on  Allegany  river,  attached 
to  the  Americans.  Obeil,  or  Cornplanter,  one  of  the  Seneca  chiefs, 
refided  here. 

The  Mohawks  were  acknowledged  by  the  other  tribes^  to  ufe  their 
own  expreiTions,  to  be  "the  true  old  heads  of  the  confederacy;" 
and  were,  formerly,  a  powerful  tribe,  inhabiting  on  fhe  Mohawk 
river.  As  they  were  ftroogly  attached  to  the  Johnfon  family  on  ac- 
count of  Sir  William  Johnfon,  they  emigrated  to  Canada,  with  Sir 
John  lohnfnn,  nbout  the  year  i}76.  There  is  now  only  one  family 
of  them  in  the  State,  and  they  live  about  a  mile  from  Fort  Hunter; 
The  father  o'i  this  family  ^vas  drowned  in  the  winter  of  1788. 

All  the  confederated  tribes,  except  the  Oneidas  and  Tufraroras^ 
Cded  with  the  Britifli  in  the  late  war,  and  fought  againil  the  Ame- 
ricans. 

The  OiioniJaga;  live  near  the  Onondaga  lake,  about  twenty-five 
miles  from  the  Oneida  lake.  In  the  fpring  of  1779,  a  regiment  of 
men  were  fent  from  Albany,  by  General  J.  Clinton,  againft  the 
Onondagasi  Tliis  regiriTent  furprifed  their  town,  took  thirty-three 
prifoners,  killed  t\<'elve  or  fourteen,  and  returned  without  the  lofs  of 
a  man.  A  party  of  the  Indians  were  at  this  time  ravaging  the  Ame- 
rican frontiers. 

There  are  very  few  of  the  Delaware  tribe  in  this  State. 

The  Five  Confederated  Nations  were  fettled  along  the  banks  of 
the  Su'quehannah,  and  in  the  adjacent  country,  until  the  year  1779, 
when  General  Sui'ivan,  with  an  army  of  four  thouland  men,  drove 
them  from  their  country  to  Niagaia,  but  could  not  bring  them  to 
aftlon.  They  waited,  Lnit  waited  in  vain,  for  the  alTiflance  of  the 
elements,  or,  as  they  cxprefled  themfelvts,  for  the  affiffance  of  the 
Great  Spirit.  Had  heavy  rains  fallen  while  General  Sullivan's  army 
WS.S  advanced  into  their  countr}-,  perhaps  few  of  his  foldiers  would 
have  ei'caped,  and  none  of  their  baggage,  aminimition,  or  ai  tillery. 
This  expedition  had  a  good  eticot.  General  Sullivan  burnt  feverai 
of  their  tov/ns  and  deftroyed  their  provilions.  Since  this  irruption 
into  their  country,  their  former  habitations  have  been  moftly  de- 
ferttid,  and  many  of  them  have  gone  to  Canada. 

On  the  t;,th  of  November,  1787,  John  Livingfton,  Efq.  and  four 
others,  obtained  of  the  Six  Nations  of  Indians  a  leafe  for  nine  hun- 
dred and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  yearly  rent  referved  of  two 
thouCind  dollars,  of  all  the  country  included  in  the  following  limits, 
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"VIZ.  Btrginning  at  a  place  commonly  known  by  ihc  name  of  Canada 
•creek,  about  feven  miles  weft  of  Fort  Stanwix,  now  Fort  Schiiylur, 
thence  north-taftuardly  to  the  line  of  the  liiovitice  of  Qiithec ; 
thence  along  the  f.iid  line  to  the  Pennfylvania  line  ;  thence  caft  on 
the  faid  line,  Pennfylvania  line,  t-o  the  line  of  property,  fo  called  by 
the  State  of  New-York  ;  tiience  along  the  faid  line  of  property  to 
Canada  creek  aforcfiid.  And  on  the  1 8th  of  January,  1788,  \hc 
fame  peri'ons  obtained  a  leafc  of  the  Ontida  Indians  for  nine  hundred 
and  ninety-nine  years,  on  a  rent  rcferved  for  the  firll:  year,  of  twelve 
hundred  dollars,  r.nd  increafing  at  the  rate  of  one  hundred  dollars 
a  year,  until  it  amounts  to  one  thoufand  five  hundied  dollar:, 
of  all  the  traft  of  land  commonly  called  the  Oneida  country, 
except  a  refervjtion  of  feveral  trafts  Ipecified  in  the  leafe.  Bi.t 
thefe  leafes  having  been  obtained  without  the  confent  of  the  legij- 
lature  of  the  State,  the  Senate  and  AfTembly,  in  their  feffion,  March 
1788,  refolved,  "  That  the  faid  leafes  are  purchafes  of  lands,  and 
therefore,  that  by  the  conftitution  of  this  State,  the  faid  leaies  are 
not  binding  on  the  faid  Indians,  and  are  not  valid."  Since  this  a  treaty 
has  been  concluded  with  the  faid  Indians,  the  bargain  of  the  leaies 
annulled,  and  all  the  country  purchafed  of  the  natives,  except  a  re- 
fervation  to  the  Oncidas,  Cayugas,  and  Onondagas,  defined  by  cer- 
tain marks  and  boundaries. 
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STATE    OF 

N  E  W-J  E  R  S  E  Y. 

SITUATION,    EXTENT,    &c. 

J.  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  39°  and  41°  24' north  latitude, 
and  the  greateft  part  of  it  lies  between  the  meridian  of  Philadelphia, 
and  I®  eaft  longitude.  It  is  one  hundred  and  fixty  miles  long,  and 
fifty-two  broad  ;  and  is  bounded  eaft,  by  Hudfon  river  and  the 
fea ;  fouth,  by  the  fea ;  weft,  by  Delaware  bay  and  river,  which  di- 
vide it  fronn  the  States  of  Delaware  and  Pennfylvania  ;  north,  by  a 
line  drawn  from  the  mouth  of  Mahakkamak  river,  in  latitude  41° 
24'  to  a  point  on  Hudfon  river  in  latitude  41*'.  Containing  about 
eight  thoufand  three  hundred  and  twenty  fquare  miles,  equal  to  five 
million  three  hundred  and  twenty-four  thoufand  eight  hundred 
acres. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SEA  COAST,  [S^c, 

The  counties  of  SuiTex,  Morris,  and  the  northern  part  of  Bergen, 
are  mountainous.  The  South  mountain,  which  is  one  ridge  of  the 
great  Allegany  range,  crofles  this  State  in  about  latitude  41°.  This 
mountain  embofoms  fuch  amazing  quantities  ot  iron  ore,  that  it  inay 
pet  improperly  be  called  the  Iron  Mountain.  The  Kittatrnny  ridge 
paffes  through  this  State  north  of  the  South  mountain.  Several 
fpurs  from  thefe  mountains  are  projected  in  a  fouthern  diieftion. 
One  paffes  bet.ween  Springfield  and  Chatham  ;  another  runs  weft 
of  it,  by  Morriftown,  Balkinridge,  and  Veaitown.  The  interior 
country  is,  in  general,  agreeably  variegated  with  hills  and  vallies. 
The  fouthern  counties  which  He  along  the  fea  coaft,  are  prett)' uni- 
formly  flat  and  fandy.  The  noted  Highlands  of  N:;velink,  and 
Center  hill,  are  almoft  the  only  hills  within  the  difrance  of  many 
miles  from  the  fea  coaft.  The  Highlands  of  Navefink  are  on  the 
fea  coaft  near  Sandy -Hook;  in  the  townfjiip  of  Middleton,  and  are 
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the  firft  lands  that  are  difcovered  by  mariners,  as  they  come  upon 
the  coaft.  They  rife  about  fix  hundred  feet  above  the  furface  of  the 
water* 

As  much  as  five-eighths  of  moft  of  the  fouthem  counties,  or  one 
fourth  of  the  whole  State,  is  almoft  a  Tandy,  barren  wafte,  unfit  in 
many  parts  for  cultivation.  The  land  on  the  fea  coaft  in  this,  like 
that  in  the  more  fouthern  States,  has  every  appearance  of  made 
ground.  The  foil  is  generally  a  light  fand ;  and  by  digging,  on  an 
average,  about  fifty  feet  below  the  furface,  which  can  be  done, 
even  at  the  diHance  of  twenty  or  thirty  miles  from  the  fea,  witnout 
any  impediment  from  rocks  or  Hones,  you  come  to  fait  marfli.  The 
gentleman  who  gave  this  information  adds,  "  I  have  feen  an  oyfter 
Ihell  that  would  hold  a  pint,  which  was  dug  out  of  the  marfli, 
at  fifty  leet  deep,  in  digging  a  well." — "  About  feven  years  fince,'* 
continues  our  informer,  "  at  Long  Branch,  in  the  county  of  Mon- 
mouth, in  the  banks  of  the  Atlantic,  which  were  greatly  torn  by  a 
great  rife  of  the  fea  in  a  violent  eafterly  ftorm,  was  difcovered  the 
Skeleton  of  fome  huge  carnivorous  animal.  The  country  people  who 
firft  faw  it  had  fo  little  curiofity,  as  to  fuffer  it  to  be  wholly  dellroyed, 
except  a  jaw  tooth  which  I  faw.  This  was  about  two  and  an  half 
inches  wide,  five  inches  long,  and  as  many  deep.  The  perfon  who 
helped  to  take  it  out  of  the  bank  aflured  me,  there  was  one  rib  feven 
feet  four  inches,  and  another  four  feet  long."  The  bones  of  another 
of  thefe  animals  have  lately  been  difcovered  in  a  meadow,  in  the 
county  of  Gloucefter,  on  the  river  Delaware,  by  a  negro,  who  wa$ 
digging  a  ditch,  three  or  four  feet  deep.  Part  of  thefe  bones  were 
fent  to  Philadelphia.  To  account  for  thefe  curious  phenomena  is 
not  our  bulinefs ;  this  is  left  for  the  ingenious  naturalift,  who  has 
abilities  and  leifu'^e  to  compare  fads  and  appearances  of  this  kind, 
and  who  probably  may  thence  draw  conclufioni  which  may  throw 
much  light  on  the  ancient  hiftory  of  this  countr)'. 

New-Jerfey  is  waflied  on  the  eaft  and  fouth-eaft,  by  Hudfon 
river  and  the  ocean  ;  and  on  the  weft,  by  the  river  Delaware. 

The  moft  remarkable  bays  are,  Arthur  Kill,  or  Newark  bay, 
formed  by  the  union  of  Pafl^aik  and  Hackinfack  rivers.  This  bay 
opens  to  the  right  and  left,  and  embraces  Staten-Ifland.  There  is 
a  long  bay  formed  by  a  beach,  fc^r  or  five  miles  from  the  fliore, 
extending  along  the  coaft  north-eaftand  fouth-weft,  from  ?!  ana  f- 
quand  river,  in  Monmouth  CDunty,  almoft  to  Cape  May.    Through 
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this  beach  are  a  number  of  inlets,  by  which  the  bay  communicates 
with  the  ocean.    . 

On  the  top  of  a  mountain,  in  Morris  county,  is  a  lake  or  .pond^ 
three  miles  in  length,  and  from  a  mile  to  a  mile  and  an  halfiu 
breadth,  from  v/hich  proceeds  a  continual  ftream.  It  is  in  fomc 
places  deep.  The  water  is  of  a  fea  green  colour  ;  but  when  taken 
up  in  a  tumbler,  is,  like  the  water  of  the  ocean,  clear  and  of  a  cryf- 
talline  colour. 

The  rivers  in  this  State,  though  not  large^  are  numerous.  A  tra- 
veller, in  pafling  the  common  road  from  New-York  to  Philadelphia, 
crofles  three  confiderable  rivers,  viz.  the  Hackinfaek  and  Paflaik,  be- 
tween Bergen  and  Newark,  and  the  Raritan  by  Brunfwick.  The 
Hackinfaek  rifes  in  Bergen  county,  runs  a  fouthwardly  coiirfe,  and 
em.pties  into  Newark  bay.  At  the  ferry,  near  its  mouth,  it  is  four 
hundred  and  fixty  yards  wide,  and  is  navigable  fifteen  miles. 

Paflaik  is  a  very  crooked  river.  It  rifes  in  a  large  fwamp  iti 
Morris  county.  Its  general  courfe  is  from  weft  north-wefl  to  eafl- 
fouth-eaff,  until  it  mingles  with  the  Hackinfaek  at  the  head  of  Newark 
bay.  It  is  navigable  about  ten  miles,  and  is  two  hundred  and  thirty 
yards  wide  at  the  ferry.  The  cataradl  (or  Great  Falls)  in  this  river, 
is  one  of  the  greateil:  natural  curiofities  in  this  State.  The  river  is 
about  forty  yards  wide,  and  moves  in  a  flow,  gentle  current,  until 
coming  within  a  fliort  diftance  of  a  deep  cleft  in  the  rock,  which 
croflTes  the  channel  ;  it  defcends  and  falls  above  feventy  feet  pcrpen<- 
dicularly,  in  one  entire  iheet.  One  end  of  the  cleft,  which  was  evi- 
dently made  by  fome  violent  convulfion  in  riature,  is  clofed;  at  the 
other,  the  water  rulhes  out  with  incredible  fwiftnefs,  forming  aa 
acute  angle  with  its  former  direction,  and  is  received  into  a  large 
bafon,  whence  it  takes  a  winding  courfe  through  the  rocks,  and 
i'preads  into  a  broad  fiuooth  ftream.  The  cleft  is  from  four  to  twelve 
feet  broad.  The  falling  of  the  v.'ater  occalions  a  cloud  of  vapour  to 
iirife,  which  by  floating  amidft  the  fun  beams,  prefents  to  the  view 
rainbows,  that  add  beauty  to  the  tremendous  fcene.  The  new  ma- 
nufacturing town  of  Fatterfon  is  erected  upon  the  Great  Falls  in  this 
river.  The  weflcrn  bank  of  the  river,  between  Newark  and  the 
Falls,  affords  one  of  the  pleafanteft  roads  for  a  party  of  pleafure  ia 
New-Jeriey.  The  bank  being  high,  gives  the  traveller  an  elevated 
and  extenfive  view  of  the  oppofite  fhore,  which  is  low  arid  fertile,, 
forming  a  landfcape,  picturefque  and  beautiful.  Many  handfome 
countiy  feats  adorn  the  fuies  of  thi'i  river  3  and  there  are  elegant 
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fituations  for  more.  Gentlemen  of  fortune  might  here  difplay  their 
tafte  to  advantage.  The  fifli  of  various  kinds  with  whicli  this  river 
abounds,  while  they  would  furnifli  the  table  with  an  agreeable 
repaft,  would  afford  the  fportfman  an  Innocent  and  uianly  amufe- 
ment. 

Raritan  river  is  formed  by  two  confiderable  rtreams,  called  the 
north  and  fouth  branches  ;  o.ie  of  which  has  its  fource  in  Morris, 
the  other  in  Hunterdon  county.  It  palfes  by  Brunfsvick  and  Amboy, 
and  mingles  with  tl-.e  waters  of  the  Arthur  Kill  found,  and  helps  to 
form  the  fine  harbour  of  Amboy.  It  is  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  at  Brunfwick,  and  is  navigable  about  fix- 
teen  miles.  It  is  fuppofcd  that  this  river  is  capable  of  a  very  fteady 
lock  n.ivigation,  as  high  as  the  jundiun  of  the  north  and  fouth 
branches ;  and  thence  up  the  fouth  branch  to  Grandin's  bridge  in 
Kingwood.  Thence  to  Delaware  river  is  ten  or  twelve  miles.  It  is 
fuppofed  a  portage  will  be  here  eflabliflied  by  a  turnpike  road  :  or  the 
waters  of  the  Raritan  may  be  united  with  thofe  of.  the  Delaware, 
by  a  canal  from  the  fouth  branch  of  the  Raritan  to  Mufconetcony 
river,  which  empties  into  the  Delaware,  or  from  CapooJong  creek, 
a  water  of  the  Raritan,  emptying  at  Grandin's  bridge,  and  Necef- 
fackaway,  a  water  of  the  Delaware.  It  is  fuppofed  alfo  that  an  in- 
land navigation  from  Philadelphia  to  New-York  may  be  effefted  by 
proceeding  up  the  Afanpink,  a  water  of  the  Delaware,  emptying  at 
Trenton,  towards  Princeton ;  and  from  thence  by  a  canal  to  the 
^lillftone,  a  water  of  the  river,'  to  New-Brunfwick. 

At  Raritan  hills,  through  which  this  river  paffcs,  is  a  fmall  caf- 
cade,  where  the  water  falls  fifteen  or  twenty  feet,  very  romantically, 
between  two  rocks.  This  river  oppofite  to  Brunfwick  is  fo  fhallow, 
that  it  is  fordable  at  low  water  with  horfes  and  carriages,  but  a  little 
below  it  deepens  fo  faft  that  a  twenty  gun  fliip  may  ride  fecurely  at 
any  time  of  tide.  The  tide,  however,  rifes  lo  high,  that  large  flial- 
lops  pafs  a  mile  above  the  ford ;  fo  that  it  is  no  uncommon  thing  to 
fee  veflels  of  confiderable  burden  riding  at  anchor,  and  a  number  of 
large  river  craft  lying  above,  fome  dry,  and  others  on  their  be.ini 
ends  for  want  of  water,  within  gunfliot  of  each  other. 

Bridges  have  lately  been  erected,  and  are  now  nearly  or  quite  com- 
pleted (agreeably  to  laws  of  tlie  State  pafied  for  that  purpofe)  over 
the  Paflaik,  Hackinfack,  and  P.aritan  rivers,  on  the  poft  road  between 
New-York  and  Philadelphia.  Thefe  bridges  \\\l\  greatly  facilitate 
the  intercourfe  betvveen  thefe  two  great  cities. 

Bcfides 
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Befides  thefe  are  Cefarea  river,  or  Cohan  fey  creek,  ^vhich  rifes  irt 
Salem  county,  and  is  about  thirty  miles  in  length,  and  navigable 
for  velFels  of  an  hundred  tons  to  Bridgetown,  twenty  miles  from  its 
mouth. 

Mulicus  river  divides  the  counties  of  Gloucefter  and  Burlington, 
and  is  navigable  twenty  miles  tor  vefTels  of  iixty  tons. 

Maurice  river  riies  in  Gloucefter  county,  runs  fouthwardly  about 
forty  miles,  and  is  navigable  for  veflels  of  an  hundred  tons,  fifteen 
tniles,  and  for  fliallops  ten  miles  farther. 

AUoway  creek,  in  the  county  of  Salem,  is  navigable  fixteen  miles 
for  fliallops,  with  feveral  obilruftions  of  drawbridges.  Ancocus 
creek,  in  Burlington  county,  is  alfo  navigable  fixteen  miles.  Thefe, 
with  many  other  imalkr  ftreams,  empty  into  the  Delaware,  and 
carry  down  the  produce  which  their  fertile  banks  and  the  neighbour- 
ing country  afford. 

That  part  of  the  State  which  borders  on  the  fea,  is  indented  with 
a  great  number  of  fmall  rivers  and  creeks,  fuch  as  Great  Egg-har- 
bour, and  Little  Egg-harbour  rivers,  Navefink,  Shark,  Matlicung, 
and  Forked  rivers,  which,  as  the  country  is  flat,  are  navigable  for 
fmall  craft  almoft  to  their  fources. 

Paulin's  Kiln,  in  Suflex  county,  is  navigable  for  craft  fifteen 
.miles;  and  the  Mufconetcony,  which  divides  Hunterdon  from  Suflex, 
is  capable  of  beneficial  improvement,  as  is  the  Pequeft,  or  Pequafler, 
betv/een  the  two  lafl-mentioned  rivers. 

This  State  is  remarkable  for  mill  feats,  eleven  hundred  of  which 
are  already  improved  j  five  hundred  with  flour  mills,  and  the  reft 
with  faw  mills,  fulling  mills,  forges,  furnaces,  flitting,  and  rolling 
mills,  paper,  powder,  and  oil  mills. 

Sandy-Hook,  or  Point,  is  in  the  tov/nfliip  of  Middletown  ;  and 
on  this  point  ftands  a  light  houfe,  one  hundred  feet  high,  built 
by  t|ie  citizens  of  New-York. 

SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

This  State  has  all  the  varieties  of  foil  from  the  worft  to  the  beft 
kind.  It  has  a  great  proportion  of  barrens.  The  good  land  in  the 
fouthern  counties  lies  principally  on  the  banks  of  rivers  and  creeks. 
The  foil  on  thefe  banks  is  generally  a  ftifl"  clay  ;  and  while  in  a  ftate 
of  nature,  produces  various  fpecies  of  oak,  hickory,  poplar,  chefnut, 
afli,  o-um,  &c.  The  barrens  produce  little  elfe  but  flirub  oaks  and 
yellow  pines.    Thefe  fandy  lands  yield  an  immenfe  quantity  of  bog 
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iron  ore,  which  is  worked  up  to  great  advantage,  in  the  iron  works  in 
thefe  counties.  Tliere  are  large  bodies  of  fait  meadow  along  the 
iower  part  of  the  Delaware  river  and  bay,  which  afford  a  plentiful 
pafture  for  cattle  iu  fuinmer,  and  hay  in  winter  ;  but  the  flies  and 
mulketoes  frequent  thefe  meadows  in  large  fwarms,  in  the  months 
of  June,  July,  and  Auguft,  and  prove  very  troublefome  both  to 
man  and  beaft.  In  Gloucefter  and  Cumberland  counties  arc  feveral 
large  trafts  of  banked  meadow.  Their  vicinity  to  Philadelphia  ren- 
ders them  highly  valuable.  Along  the  fea  coaft  the  inhabitants 
fubfift  principally  by  feeding  cattle  on  the  fait  meadows,  and  by  the 
fifli  of  various  kind?,  fuch  as  rock,  dnim,  fliad,  perch,  &ic.  black 
turtle,  crabs,  and  oyfters,  which  the  fea,  rivers  and  creeks  afford  in 
great  abundance.  They  raife  Indian  corn,  rye,  potatoes,  &:c.  but  not 
for  exportation.  Their  fvvamps  afford  lumber,  which  is  eafily  con- 
veyed to  a  good  market.  The  fugar  maple  tree  is  common  in  Suflex 
county  upon  the  Delaware. 

In  the  hilly  arvd  mountainous  parts  of  the  State,  which  are  not  too 
rocky  for  cultivation,  the  foil  is  of  a  ftronger  kind,  and  covered  in 
its  natural  ftate  with  ftately  oaks,  hickories,  chefnuts,  &c.  and  when 
cultivated  produces  wheat,  rye,  Indian  corn,  buck  wheat,  oats, 
barley,  flax,  and  fruits  of  all  kinds  common  to  the  climate.  The 
land  in  this  hilly  country  is  good  for  grazing,  and  farmers  feed  great 
numbers  of  cattle  for  New-York  and  Phil  idelphia  markets;  and  manf 
of  them  keep  large  dairies,  as  there  are  large  trails  of  fine  meadow* 
between  the  hills. 

The  orchards  in  many  parts  of  the  State  equal  any  in  the  United 
States,  and  their  cyder  is  faid,  and  not  without  reafon,  to  be  the 
beft  in  the  world.  It  is  pretty  certain,  that  it  cannot  be  furpafl!ed  in 
goodnefs. 

The  markets  of  New-York  and  Philadelphia  receive  a  very  confi- 
derable  proportion  of  their  fupplies  from  the  contiguous  parts  of  New- 
Jerfcy.  Ar.d  it  is  worthy  of  remaik,  that  thefe  contiguous  parts  are 
exceedingly  well  calculated,  as  to  the  nature  and  fertility  of  their 
foils,  to  afford  thefe  fuppiies;  and  the  intervention  of  a  great  number 
of  navigable  rivers  and  creeks  raiders  it  very  convenient  to  market 
their  produce.  Thefe  fupplies  confift  of  vegf;tables  of  many  kinds, 
apples,  pears,  peaches,  plums,  ftrawberries,  cherries,  and  other 
fruits;  cyder  in  large  quantities,  and  of  the  bcft  quality;  butter,- 
cheefe,  beef,  pork,  mutton,  and  the  lefler  meats. 

This 
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This  State  embofoms  vaft  quantities  of  iron  and  copper  ore.  The 
iron  ore  is  of  two  kinds  ;  one  is  capable  of  being  manufa6lured  into 
malleable  iron,  and  is  found  in  mountains  and  in  low  barrens ;  the 
other,  called  bog  ore,  grows  in  rich  bottoms,  and  yields  iron  of  a 
hard,  brittle  quality,  is  commonly  manufaflured  into  hollow  ware, 
and  ufed  fometimes  inftead  of  ftone  in  building. 

A  number  of  copper  mines  have  been  difcovered  in  different  parts 
of  the  State:  one  is  in  Bergen  county,  which,   when  worked  by  the 
chuylers,   (to  whom  it  belonged)  was  confiderably  productive  i  but 
they  have  for  many  years  been  neglefted. 

The  following  account  of  a  copper  mine  at  New-Brunfwick 
is  given  by  a  gentleman  of  diflindion,  well  informed  upon  the 
fubjefl : 

^'^  About  the  years   1748,,    1749,   1750,  feveral  lumj)s  of  virgia 

copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight,  in  the  .whole   upwards 

of  two  hundred  pounds,    were  plowed  up  in  a   fifl.d  belonging  to 

Philip  French,  Efq.  within  a  quarter  of  a  mile  ofl>j"evv  Brunfuick. 

This  induced  INIr.  Elias  Boudinot,  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  to  lake 

a  leafe  of  Mr.  French,  of  this  land,  for  ninety- nine  years,  in  order 

to  fearch  for  copper   ore,  a  body  of  which,    he   concluded,    muft 

he  contained  in  this   hill.      He  took  in  feveral  partners,  and  about 

the  year  1751,  opened  a  pit  in  the  low  grounds,  about  two  hundred 

<*r  three  hundred  yards  from  the  river.     He  was  led  to  this  fpot  by  a 

ffiend  of  his,  who   a  little  before,  palling  by  at  three  o'clock  in  the 

morning,  obfervcd  a  loiiy  of  Jiamc  arifc  out  of  the  ground^  as  large; 

as  a  commbn-fized  man,  and  loon  after  die  aw^y.     He  drove  a  flake 

on  the  fpot.     About  fifteen  feet  deep,  Mr.  Boudinot  came  on  a  vein 

of  bluiflx  flone,  about  tu'o   feet  thick,  between  two  perpendicular 

loofe  bodies  of  red  rock,  covered  with  a  flieet  of  pure  virgin  copper, 

a  little  thicker  than  gold  leaf.     This  blue  flone  was  filled  withlparks 

of  virgin  copper,  very  much  like  copper  filings,  and  now  and  then  a 

large  lump  of  virgin  copper,  from  five  to  thirty  pounds  weight.     He 

followed  this  vein  almofi:  thirty   fjet,  when,  the  water  coming  in 

very  faft,  the  expenfe  became  too  great  for  the  company's  capital. 

A  fiamping-mill  was  erefted,  when,  by  reducing  the  bhiifii  ftone  to 

a  powder,  and  wafliing  it   in  large  tubs,  the  ilone  was  carried  off, 

and  the  fine  copj,er  prcferved,  by  which  means  many  tons  of  the 

pureft  copper  were  fent  to  England  without  ever  paffing  through  the 

fire;   but  labour  v.as  too  liigh  to  render  it  poffible  for  the  comjrauy 

to  proceed.     Sheets  of  copper  about  the  thicknefs  of  two  penuies, 

4  and 
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«nd  three  feet  fquare,  on  an  average,  have  been  taken  from  between 
the  rocks,  within  four  feet  of  the  furface,  infeveral  parts  of  the  hiJl, 
Ac  about  fifty  or  fixty  feet  deep,  they  came  to  a  bodv  of  fine  folid 
ore  in  the  midft  of  this  bhiifii  vein,  but  between  rocks  of  a  white 
jflinty  fpar,  which,  however,  was  worked  out  in  a  few  days.  Thefe 
works  lie  now  wholly  neglecfted,  although  the  vein  when  left,  was 
richer  than  ever  it  had  been.  There  was  alfo  a  very  rich  vein  of 
copper  ore  di'bovered  at  Rocky  Hill,  in  Somerfet  county,  which  has 
alfo  been  neglefted  from  the  heavy  cxpenfe  attending  the  working  of 
it.  There  have  been  various  attempts  made  to  fe  u'ch  the  hilis  beyond 
Boundbrook,  known  by  the  name  of  Van  Home's  mountam,  but  rhefe 
for  the  fame  reafon  arc  now  negjedted.  This  mountain  difcover? 
the  greateft  appearance  of  copper  ore  of  any  place  in  the  State :  it 
may  be  picked  up  on  the  furface  of  many  parts  of  it.  A  finelting- 
furnace  was  eiefted  before  the  revolution,  in  the  neighbourhood,  bjr 
two  Germans,  who  were  making  very  confiderable  profit  on  their 
work,  until  the  Britilh  deftroyed  it  in  the  beginning  of  the  war. 
The  inhabitants  made  it  worth  their  while  by  coUefting  the  ore  from 
the  furface,  and  by  partially  digging  into  the  hill,  to  fupply  the  fur- 
race.  Befides,  a  company  opened  a  veiy  large  (haft  on  the  fide  of 
the  hill,  from  which  alio  a  great  deal  of  valuable  ore  and  foniQ 
virgin  copper  were  taken.  Two  lumps  of  virgin  copper  were 
found  here  in  the  year  1754,  which  v/cighed  one  thoufand  nine 
)iundred  pounds." 

A  lead-mine  has  been  difcovered  in  Hopewell  townfliip,  four  miles 
from  Trenton.  There  is  iaid  to  be  coa:  on  Raritan  river,  beh.iw 
Brunfwick,  and  at  Pluckemin  ;  and  turt  in  Bethie!  em,  a;  the  head 
of  its  f  >uth  branch  ;  and  alfo  at  Springf^ieid  on  Raway  river,  which 
is  remarkable  for  mill  feats. 

In  the  upper  part  of  the  county  of  Morrie  is  a  cold  mineral  fpring, 
which  is  frequented  by  valet  -dinarians,  and  its  waers  have  been 
xjfed  with  very  confiderable  fucceis.  In  the  townfliip  of  Hanover,  in 
this  county,  on  a  ridge  of  hills,  are  a  nninber  of  welis,  which  regu- 
larly ebb  and  flow  about  fix  feet,  twice  in  every  twenty-four  hours. 
Thefe  wells  are  nearly  forty  miles  from  the  fea  in  a  Itraight  line. 
In  the  county  of  Cape  May  is  a  fpnng  of  frefli  water,  which  boils  up 
from  the  bottom  of  a  fait  water  creek,  which  runs  nearly  dry  at  low 
tide  ;  but  at  flood  tide  is  covered  with  water  direftly  from  the  ocean, 
to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  feet  ;  yet  in  this  fituation,  by  letting 
down  a  bottle,  well  corked,  through  the  falt-water  into  the  fpring, 
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and  immediately  drawing  the  cork  with  a  firing  prepared  for  the 
purpoie,  it  may  be  drawn  up  full  of  fine  untainted  frelli  water.— 
There  are  fpiings  o  ihis  kind  in  various  other  parts  of  the  State.  In 
the  county  of  Hunterdon,  near  the  top  of  Mufkonetcony  mountain,  is 
a  noted  medicinal  fpring,  to  which  insalids  reiort  from  eveiy  quarter. 
It  ifTues  from  the  fide  of  a  mountain,  and  is  conveyed  into  an  arti- 
ficial refervoir  for  the  accommodation  of  thofe  who  wifh  to  bathe  in, 
as  well  as  ro  drink,  the  waters.  It  is  a  ftrong  chah  beate,  and  very 
cold.  Thefe  waters  have  been  ufed  wath  very  confiderable  fuccefs ; 
but  perh:ips  the  exercife  neceffary  to  get  to  them,  and  the  purity  of 
the  air  in  this  lofty  iituation,  aided  by  a  lively  imagination,  have  as 
great  efiicacyin  curing  the  patient  as  the  waters. 

A  curious  fpring  has  been  difcovered,  about  two  hundred  yards 
from  the  fouth  branch  of  Raritan  river,  from  which,  even  in  the 
dryeit  fealons,  a  fmall  ilream  illiies,  except  when  the  wind  continues 
to  blow  from  the  north-welt  for  more  than  two  days  fucceffively, 
when  it  ceai'^s  to  run;  and  if  the  w-ater  be  taken  out  of  the  calk 
placed  in  the  ground,  it  will  remain  empty  until  the  wind  changes, 
when  it  is  again  filled,  and  fl6ws  as  ufual. 

»In  the  townlhip  of  Shrewlbury,  in  Monmouth  county,  on  the  fide 
of  a  branch  of  Navefink  river,  is  a  remarkable  cave,  in  which  there 
are  three  rooms.  The  cave  is  about  thirty  feet  long  and  fifteen  feet 
broad.  Each  of  the  rooms  are  arched ;  the  center  of  the  arch  is 
about  five  feet  from  the  bottom  of  the  cave ;  the  fides  not  more  than 
two  and  an  half.  The  mouth  of  the  cave  is  fmall ;  the  bottom  is  a 
loofe  fand  ;  and  the  arch  is  formed  in  a  foft  rock,  thi"ough  the  pores 
of  which  the  moifture   is  (lowly  exudated,   and  falls  in  drops  on 

the  fand  below. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

New-Jerfey  is  divided  into  thirteen  counties,  viz.  Cape  May, 
Cumberland,  Salem,  Gloucefter,  Burlington,  Hunterdon,  and  SufTex, 
which  lie  from  fouth  to  north  on  Delaware  river.  Cape  May  and 
Gloucefler  extend  acrofs  to  the  fea  ;  Eergeu,  Eflex,  Middlefex,  and 
INIonaioutb,  which  lie  from  north  to  fouth  on  the  ealtern  fide  of  the 
State ;  Someriet  and  Morris.  Thefe  counties  are  fubdivided  into 
ninety-four  townfliips  or  precinfts. 

CHIEF    TOWNS. 
There  are  a  number  of  towns  in  this  State,  nearly  of  equal  fize 
and  importance,  and  none  that  has  more  than  about  two  hundred 
houfes  compaf^ly  built.  trenton. 
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TRENTON. 

Trenton  is  one  of  the  largeft  towns  inNew-Jerfey  and  the  cnpiral  of 
the  State.  It  is  lituated  on  the  north-eaft  fide  of  the  river  Delaware, 
oppofite  the  falls,  nearly  in  the  center  of  the  State,  from  north  to 
fouth,  in  latitude  40°  15',  and  about  20'  eaft  of  the  meridian  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. The  river  is  not  navigable  above  thefe  falls,  except  for 
boats  which  will  carry  from  five  to  feven  hundred  bufliels  of  wheat. 
This  tov/n,  with  Lamberton,  which  joins  it  on  the  fouth,  contains 
upwards  of  tv.o  hundred  houfes,  befides  public  buildings. — Here 
the  legiflature  ftatedly  meets,  the  fupreme  court  fits,  and  moft  of 
the  public  offices  are  kept.  The  inhabi  ants  have  lately  ereded 
a  handiome  court  houfe  one  hundred  feet  by  fifty,  with  a  femi-hexa- 
gon  at  each  end,  over  which  is  to  be  a  balhiftrade.  In  the  neigh- 
bourhood of  this  pleaiant  town  are  feveral  gentlemen's  feats,  finely 
fituated  on  the  banks  of  the  Delaware,  and  ornamented  with  tafte 
and  elegance.  This  town,  being  a  thoroughfare  between  the  eaftera 
parts  of  the  State  and  Philadelphia,  has  a  confiderable  inland  trade. 

BURLINGTON    CITY. 

Burlington  extends  three  miles  along  the  Delaware,  and  one 
mile  back,  at  right  angles,  into  the  county  of  Burlington,  and  is 
twenty  miles  above  Philadelphia  by  water,  and  feventeen  by  land. 
The  ifland,  which  is  the  moft  populous  pa'-t  of  the  city,  is  a  mile  and 
a  quarter  in  length,  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  breadth.  It 
has  four  entrances  over  bridges  and  caufeways,  and  a  quantity  of 
bank  meadow  adjoining.  On  the  ifland  are  aboiit  one  hundred 
and  fixty  houfes,  and  feveral  public  buildings  ;  few  of  the  negroes 
in  this  city  are  flaves.  The  main  ftreets  are  conveniently  fpa- 
cious,  and  moftly  ornamented  with  trees  in  the  fronts  of  the 
houfes,  which  are  regularly  arranged.  The  Delaware,  oppofite  the 
town,  is  about  a  mile  wide  ;  and  under  fhelter  of  Mittinnicunk  and 
Burlington  iilands,  affords  a  fefe  and  convenient  harbour.  It  is 
commodioufly  fituated  for  trade,  but  is  too  near  the  opulent  city  of 
Philadelphia  to  admit  of  any  confiderable  increafe  of  foreign  com- 
merce. There  are  two  houfes  for  public  worfliip  in  the  town,  one 
for  the  Friends  or  Quakers,  who  are  the  moft  numerous,  and  one  for 
Epifcopalians.  The  other  public  buildings  are  two  market  houfes, 
a  court  houfe,  and  the  beft  gaol  in  the  State.  Befides  thefe,  there  is 
an  academy,  a  free  fchool,  a  nail  manufactory,  and  an  excellent  diflil- 

3  B  a  lery, 
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Jeiy,  if  that  can  be  called  excellent  which  produces  a  poifon  both  of 
health  and  morals. 

The  city  was  a  free  port  under  the  State.  The  mayor,  recorder^ 
and  aldermen,  hold  a  commercial  court,  when  the  matter  in  contro- 
verly  is  between  foreigners  and  foreigners,  or  between  foreigners  and 
citizens.  The  ifland  of  Burlington  was  laid  out,  and  the  firll:  fettle- 
irients  made,  as  early  as  1677.  Jn  1602,  the  ifland  of  Mittinnicunk^ 
or  Free-School-Ifland,  was  given  for  the  uie  of  the  ifland  of  Burling- 
ton ;  the  yearly  profits  arifmg  froni  it,  which  amount  to  one  hundred 
and  eighty  pounds,  are  appropriated  for  the  education  of  poor 
children. 

PERTH-AMBOY    CITY. 

Fcith-Amboy  city  took  its  name  from  Jamies  Drummond,  Earl  of 
Perth,  and  Ambo,  the  Indian  word  for  point,  and  fiands  on  a  neck 
of  land  included  between  Raritan  river  and  Arthur  Kill  found.  Its 
iituaticn  is  high  and  healthy.  It  lies  open  to  Sandy-Hook,  and  has 
one  of  the  bell  harbours  on  the  continent.  Vefiels  from  fea  may 
enter  it  in  one  tide  in  almcft  any  weather.  Great  eftbrts  have  been 
made,  and  legifiative  encouragements  oftcied,  to  render  it  a  place  of 
trade,  but  without  fuccefs.  This  town  was  early  incorporated  with 
city  privileges,  and  continued  to  fend  two  members  to  the  General 
Afiembly  until  the  revolution  :  until  this  event,  it  was  the  capital  of 
Eaft-Jcrley ;  and  the  Icgillature  and  fupreme  court  ufed  to  fit  here 
and  at  Burlington  alternately. 

BRUNSWICK    CITY. 

Bninfwirk  city  vi'-as  incorporated  in  1784,  and  is  fituated  on  the 
fouth-weft  fide  of  Raritan  river,  over  which  a  tine  bridge  has  lately 
been  built,  twelve  miles  above  Amboy.  It  contains  about  two  hundred 
houfes,  and  more  than  two  thoufand  inhabitants,  one  half  of  whom 
are  Dutch.  Its  fituation  is  low  and  unpleafant,  being  on  the  bank 
of  a  river,  and  under  a  high  hill  which  rifes  at  the  back  of  the  town. 
The  ice,  at  the  breaking  up  of  the  river  in  winter,  frequently  lodgej- 
on  the  fliallow  fording  pldce  juft  oppofite  the  town,  and  forms  a 
temporary  dam,  which  occalions  the  water  to  rife  many  feet  above 
its  ufual  height,  and  fometimes  to,  cvertlovv  the  lower  floors  of  thofe 
houfes  which  are  not  guarded  againft  this  inconvenience  by  having 
their  foundations  elcvuted.  The  ftreets  are  raifed  and  paved  with 
ftone.  The  v/ater  in  the  fprings  and  wells  is  in  general  bad.  The 
inhabitants  arc  beginning  to  build  on  the  hill  above  the  town,  which 
1  ia 
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h  very  pleaflint,  and  commands  a  very  agreeable  profpctT-.  The 
citizens  have  a  confiderable  inland  tiade,  and  feveral  fmall  vcffcla 
belonging  to  the  port. 

PRINCE    TOWN. 

Prince  town  is  a  pleafant  village,  of  about  eighty  houfes,  fifty-two 
jniles  from  New-Yoik,  and  forty-two  from  Philadelphia.  Its  public 
buildings  are  a  large  college  edifice  of  ftone,  and  a  Prelbyterian  church 
built  of  brick.    Its  fituation  i^  remarkably  hcakhy. 

ELIZABETH    TOWN. 

Elizabeth  town  is  rii"tcen  miles  from  NeW-York.  Its  fituation  is 
pleafant,  and  its  foil  equal  in  fertility  to  any  in  the  State.  In  the 
compact  part  of  the  town  there  are  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
houfes.  The  public  buildings  are  a  very  handfome  Prelbyterian  brick 
church  lately  built,*  an  Epifcopal  church  alfo  of  brick,  and  an  aca- 
demy. This  is  one  of  the  oldeft  towns  in  the  State.  It  was  pur- 
chafed  of  the  Indians  as  early  as  1664,  and  v^'as  fettled  foon  after. 

NEWARK. 

Newark  is  feven  mi!es  from  New- York.  It  is  a  handfome, 
'flourifliing  to'.vn,  about  the  fize  of  Elicabethtown,  and  has  tw» 
Prefbyterian  churches,  one  of  which  is  of  ftone,  and  is  the  largeft  and 
moft  elegant  building  in  the  State.  Befides  thefe  there  is  an  epif- 
copal church,  a  court  houfe,  and  a  gaol.  This  town  is  celebrated 
for  the  excellence  of  its  cyder,  and  is  the  feat  of  the  largeft  flioc 
manufaftory  in  the  State:  the  average  number  made  daily  through- 
out the  yeai",  is  eftimated  at  about  two  hundred  pair. 

POPULATION. 

In  1745,  there  were  fixty-one  thoufand  four  hundred  and  three 
inhabitants  in  this  State,  of  which  four  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  fix; 
were  (laves:  in  1783,  the  number  was  forty-fcven  thoufand  three 
hundred  and  fixty-nine,  of  which  three  thoufand  nine  hundred  and 
eighty-cue  were  Haves. 

In  1784,  a  cenfus  of  the  inhabitants  was  made  by  order  of  the 
1-egillature,  when  they  amounted  to  one  hundred  and  forty  thoufand 
four  hundred  and  thirty  five,  of  which  ten  thoufand  five  hundred  and 

*  Their  former  church,  which  wns  very  elegant,  was  burnt  in  1780  by  a  rcfj^ce?  wh» 
■Was  a  naive,  and  an  inhahitant  of  Eliiabethtown, 

one 


^74     >        General  description 

one  were  blacks :  of  thefe  black?,  one  thoufand  nine  hundred  zhh 
thirty-nine  only  were  Haves ;  fo  that  the  proportion  of  flaves  to  the 
whole  ot  the  inhabitants  in  the  State  was  only  one  to  feventy-fix. — 
According  to  the  cenfus  of  1790,  the  State  of  population  was  as 
follows : 
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Accort^ing  to  the  foregoing  ftatement,  the  average  annual  increafc 

of  population  in  this  State,  fince  17-^8,  has  been  two  thoufand  fix 
hundred  and  thirty,  exchifive  of  eniij^ratiop.s,  which,  fince  1783, 
have  been  numerous  to  the  country  weft  of  the  Allegany  mountains. 
Thefe  emigrations  will  leflen  in  proportion  as  the  inhabitants  turn 
their  attention  to  manufactures. 

RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER: 

There  are  In  this  State  about  fifty  Preibyterian  congregations, 
fubjeft  to  the  care  of  three  Prefbyteries,  viz.  That  of  New-York,  of 
New-Brunf'.vick  and  Philadelphia.  A  part  of  the  charge  of  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia  Prefbyteries  lies  in  New-Jerfey,  and  part  ia 
their  own  refpe6tive  States. 

Befides  thefe,  there  are  upwards  of  forty  congregations  of  Friends* 
thirty  of  the  Baptiftsj  twcnry-five  of  Epifcopalians,  twenty-eight  of 
Dutch  Reformed,   befides  Methodifls  and  a  fcttlement  of  Moravians. 

AH  thefe  religious  denominations  live  together  in  peace  and  har- 
mony, and  worfaip  Almighty  God  agreeably  to  the  dii;:tates  of  their 
own  confciences;  they  are  not  compelled  to  attend  or  fupport  any 
worfliip  contrary  to  their  own  faith  and  judgp.,eat.  All  Protcjlant 
inhabitants  of  peaceable  behaviour  are  eligible  to  the  civil  ofiiccs  of 
the  State. 

JNIany  circumftances  concur  to  render  the  charafter  of  the  inhabitants 
various  in  different  parts  of  the  State.  They  are  a  colledtion  of  Low 
Dutch,  Germans,  Englifli,  Scotch,  Irifli,  and  New-Englanders,  or  their 
defcendants.  National  attachm.ent  and  mutual  convenience  have  gene- 
rally induced  thefe  feveral  kinds  of  people  to  fettle  together  in  a 
body,  and  in  this  way  their  peculiar  national  manner?,  cuftoms  and 
charafters,  are  flill  preferved,  efpecially  among  the  poorer  clafs  of 
people,  who  have  little  intercourfe  with  any  but  ti.ofe  of  their  owa 
nation.  Religion,  although  its  tendency  is  to  unite  people  in  thofe 
things  that  are  effential  to  happinefs,  occafions  wide  diffcrences  as 
to  nianners,  cuftoms,  jhd  even  charafter.  The  Prefoyterian,  the 
Quaker,  the  Epifcopalian,  the  Baptift,  the  German  and  Low  Dutch 
Calvinift,  the  iMethodift  .'nd  the  Moravian,  have  each  their  diftin- 
guifliing  characteriftics,  either  in  their  worfliip,  their  dilcipliue,  or 
their  drefs.  There  is  ftill  another  charafleriftical  difference,  diftinft 
from  either  of  the  others,  which  ariies  from  the  intercourfe  of  the 
inhabitants  with  different  Stares.  The  people  in  Weft-Jerfey  trade 
to  Philadelphia,  and  of  courfe  imitate  their  fafliions  and  imbibe  their 
toaflners.     The  inhabitants  of  Eaft-Jerfcy  trade  to  New-York,  an 

3  C  i  regulate 
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regulate  their  fafliions  and  manners  according  to  thofe  in  New-YorV, 
So  that  the  difference,  in  regard  to  fafliions  and  manners,  between 
Eafl  and  Weft  Jerfey,  is  neaiJy  as  great  as  between  New-York  and 
Philadelphia.  Add  to  all  thefe  the  differences  common  in  all  coun- 
tries, arifing  from  the  various  occupations  of  men,  fuch  as  the  ci- 
vilian, the  divine,  the  lawyer,  the  phyfician,  the  mechanic  ;  the 
clownifh,  and  the  refpeftable  farmer,  all  of  whom  have  different 
purfuits,  or  purfue  the  fame  thing  differently,  and  of  courfe 
inuft  have  different  ideas  and  manners.  When  we  take  into  view  all 
thefe  differences,  (and  all  thefe  differences  exift  in  New-Jerfey,  and 
many  of  them  in  all  the  other  States)  it  cannot  be  expefled  that 
many  general  obfervations  will  apply.  It  may,  however,  in  truth 
be  faid,  that  the  people  of  New-Jerfey  are  generally  induftrious, 
frugal  and  hofpitable.  There  are,  comparatively,  but  few  men  of 
learning  in  the  State,  nor  can  it  be  faid,  that  the  people  in  general 
have  a  tafte  for  the  fciences.  The  poorer  clafs,  in  which  may  be  in- 
cluded a  confiderable  proportion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  whole 
State,  have  been  inattentive  to  the  education  of  their  children,  who  are 
but  too  generally  left  to  grovv  up  in  ignorance.  There  are,  however,  a 
number  of  gentlemen  of  the  firll  rank  in  abilities  and  learning  in  the 
civil  offices  of  the  State,  and  in  the  feveral  learned  profeffions. 

It  is  not  the  bufinefs  of  a  geographer  to  compliment  the  ladies,  nor 
Vk'ould  we  be  thought  to  do  it  when  we  fay,  that  there  is  at  leaft  as 
great  a  number  of  induftrious,  difcreet,  amiable,  genteel  and  hand- 
fome  women  in  New-Jerfey,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  inha- 
bitants, as  in  any  of  the  Thirteen  States, 

MANUFACTURES,  TRADE,  &c. 

The  trade  of  this  State  is  carried  on  almoft  folely  with  and  from 
thofe  two  great  commercial  cities,  New-York  on  one  fide,  and  Phi- 
ladelphia on  the  other,  though  it  wants  not  good  ports  of  its  own. 
Several  attempts  have  been  made  by  the  legiflature  to  fecure  to  the 
State  its  own  natural  advantages,  by  granting  extraordinary  privi- 
leges to  merchants  who  woilld  fettle  at  Amboy  and  Burlington,  tua 
very  commodious  ports.  But  the  people  having  long  been  accuf- 
tomed  to  fend  their  produce  to  the  markets  of  Philadelphia  and 
New-York,  and  of  courfe  having  their  correfpondencies  eftabliflied, 
and  their  mode  of  dealing  fixed,  they  find  it  difhcult  to  turn  their 
trade  from  the  old  channel.  Befides,  in  thefe  large  cities,  where 
rare  fo  many  able  merchants,  and  (o  many  wants-  to  be  fupplicd, 

credits- 
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credits  are  more  cafily  obtained,  and  a  better  and  quicker  market  is 
found  for  produce  than  could  be  expeded  in  towns  Icl's  populous  and 
flourifhing.  Thefe  and  other  caufes  of  the  lame  kind  have  hitherto 
rendered  abortive  the  encouragements  held  out  by  the  le^iflatuie. 

The  aiticles  exported,  befides  thofe  already  mentioned,  arc  wheat, 
flour,  horfes,  live  cattle,  hams,  which  are  celebrated  as  being  among 
the  beft  in  the  world,  lumber,  flax-feed,  leather,  iron  in  great  quan- 
tities, in  pigs  and  bars,  and  formerly  copper  orej  but  the  mines 
have  not  been  worked  fince  the  commencement  of  the  late  war. 
The  imports  confift  chiefly  of  Wefl-India  goods. 

The  manufactures  of  this  State  have  hitherto  been  very  incon- 
fiderable,  not  futticient  to  fupply  its  own  confumption,  if  wc  except 
the  articles  of  iron,  nails  and  leather.  A  fpirit  of  induftry  and  im- 
provement, particularly  in  manufactures,  has,  however,  greatly  in- 
creafed  in  the  four  lall  years.  Moll  of  the  families  in  the  country, 
and  many  in  the  populous  towns,  are  clothed  in  ftrong,  decent 
homefpun ;  and  it  is  a  happy  circumftance  for  the  country,  that  this 
plain  American  drefs  is  every  day  growing  more  fafliionable,  not 
only  in  this  but  in  all  the  States. 

In  Trenton,  Newark  and  Elizabeth-Town  are  fevcral  very  valuable 
tan-yards,  where  leather  in  large  quantities,  and  of  an  excellent  qua- 
lity, is  made  and  exported  to  the  neighbouring  markets.  Steel  was 
maaufadured  at  Trenton  in  the  time  of  the  war,  but  not  confidera- 
biy  fince. 

In  Gloucefler  county  is  a  glafs-houfe.  Paper-mills  and  nail-ma- 
nufaclories  are  erefted  and  worked  to  good  advantage  in  feveral  parts 
of  the  State.  Wheat  alfo  is  manufactured  into  flour,  and  Indian 
corn  into  meal,  to  good  account,  in  the  weftern  counties,  where 
wheat  is  the  ftaple  commodity.  But  the  iron  manufacture  is  of  all 
otliers  the  greatefl  fource  of  wealth  to  the  State.  Iron  works  arc 
ereCled  in  Gioucefter,  Burlington,  Sufl^ex,  Morris,  and  other  coun- 
ties. The  mountains  in  the  county  of  Morris  give  rife  to  a  number 
of  flreams  neceflary  and  convenient  for  thefe  works,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fiirnifli  a  copious  fupply  of  wood  and  ore  of  a  fuperior  quality. 
In  thii  county  alone  are  no  lefs  than  feven  rich  iron  mines,  from 
which  might  be  taken  ore  fufiicient  to  fupply  the  United  States  ;  and 
to  work  it  into  iron  are  two  furnaces,  two  rolling  and  flitting  mills, 
and  about  thirty  forges,  containing  from  two  to  four  fires  «ach. 
Thefe  works  produce  annually  about  five  hundred  and  foity  tons  ol 
bar  iron,  eight  hundred  tons  of  pig,  befides  large  quantities  of  hol- 
3  low 
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low  ware,  flieet  iron  and  nail  rods.  In  the  whole  State,  it  Is  fup* 
pofed  there  is  yer^-Iy  made  about  twelve  hundred  tons  of  bar  iron, 
twelve  hundred  tons  of  pig,  eight  hundcrd  tons  of  nail  rods,  exclufivc 
of  hollow  Ware,  and  various  other  caftings,  of  which  vaft  quantities 
made. 

Early  in  the  late  war,  a  powder-mill  was  ereded  in  Morriftown  by 
'Colonel  Ford,  who  was  enabled,  by  the  ample  fupply  of  falt-petre 
furniflied  by  the  patriotic  inhabitants,  to  make  a  confiderable  quan- 
tity of  that  valuable  and  neceflary  article,  at  a  time  when  it  was  moft 
needed  ;  and  when  the  enemy  were  at  the  door  it  afforded  a  timely 
fupply. 

A  manufa6luring  company  was  incorporated,  in  1791,  by  the  le- 
giflature  of  this  State,  and  favoured  with  very  great  privileges.  The 
better  to  encourage  every  kind  of  manufafture,  a  fubfcription  was' 
opened,  under  the  patronage  of  the  fecretary  of  the  treafury  of  the 
United  States,  for  this  important  fervice.  Each  fubfcriber  promifed 
to  pay,  for  every  fiiare  annexed  to  his  name,  four  hundred  dollars 
to  the  truftees  appointed  to  receive  it.  A  fum  of  upwards  of  five 
hundred  thoufand  dollars  was  almofl  immediately  fubfcribed,  and  the 
directors  of  the  affociation  have  lince  taken  the  proper  meafures  to 
carry  into  effeft  their  extenfive  plan.  They  have  fixed  on  the  Great 
Falls  in  Paffaik  river,  and  the  ground  adjoining,  for  the  eredion  of 
mills,  and  the  town,  which  they  call  Paterfon,  in  honour  of  the 
prefent  governor  of  New-Jerfey.  Every  advantage  appears  to  be 
concentrated  in  this  delightful  fituation,  to  make  it  one  of  the  moft 
ehgible  in  the  United  States  for  the  permanent  eftabliflmient  of  ma- 
nufactures. Already  a  large  fum  of  money  has  been  expended,  and 
the  works  are  in  forwardnefs. 

Although  the  bulk  of  the  inhabitants  in  this  State  are  farmers,  yet 
sgriculture  has  not  been  improved  (a  few  inftances  excepted)  to  thai/ 
degree,  which  from  long  experience  we  might  rationally  exjx^f,  and 
which  the  fertility  of  the  foil,  in  many  places,  feems  to  encourage. 
A  great  part  of  the  inhabitants  are  Dutch,  who,  although  they  are 
in  general  neat  and  induftrious  farmers,  have  very  little  enterprifc, 
and  feldom  adopt  any  new  improvements  in  hutbandry,  becaufe,. 
through  habits  and  want  of  education  to  expand  and  liberalife  their' 
minds,  they  think  their  old  modes  of  tilling  the  beft.  Indeed,  this 
is  the  cafe  with  the  great  body  of  the  common  people,  and  proves  al-' 
;:noit  an  infurmountable  obflacle  to  agricultural  improvements. 

UTEv 
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LITERATURE,  IMPROVEMENTS,  Sec. 

There  are  two  colleges  in  Neu-Jerfcy  ;  one  at  Prince  town,  cal'leJ 
Naflau-Hall;  the  other  at  i'n.nfuick,  ci.Ikci  Qiiecn's  College.  The 
college  at  Prince  town  was  fiift  founded  by  chirtcr  from  John  Hamil-. 
ton,  Efq,  Prefident  of  the  Coun-il,  ab(  iit  the  year  17^8,  and  en- 
larged by  Governor  Belcher  in  1747.  The  charter  d.legatcs  a  power 
of  granting  to  "  the  {Indents  of  laid  collctx,  or  to  any  others  thought 
worthy  of  them,  all  fuch  degrees  as  are  granted  in  either  of  the  uni- 
verfities,  or  any  other  college  in  Great-Britain."  It  has  tv.  enty-threc 
truftees.  The  governor  of  the  State,  and  the  prefident  of  tiie  col- 
lege are,  ex  officiis,  two  of  them,  it  has  an  annual  income  of  about 
nine  hundred  pounds  currency,  of  wnich  two  h\mdred  pounds  arife 
from  funded  public  fccurities  and  lands,  and  the  rell  from  the  fees  of 
the  ftudents. 

The  prelident  of  the  college  is  alfo  profe(r)r  of  eloquence,  criti- 
cifm  and  chronology.  The  vice-prefident  ii  alio  prulcflor  ot  divinity 
and  moral  piiilofophy.  There  is  alio  a  profef(i:ir  of  mathcma'ics 
arui  natural  philolophy,  and  two  matters  of  languages.  The  rour 
clafles  in  college  contain  commonly  fi-om  feventy  to  one  luin.lrerl  Un- 
dents. There  is  a  grammar-fchool  of  about  twenty  Icholars,  con- 
ne£fed  with  the  college,  under  the  ftiperintendance  of  the  prefidci^r, 
and  taught  fometimes  by  a  fenior  fchoiar,  and  fometimes  by  a 
graduate. 

Before  the  Vv-ar,  this  college  was  furniflied  with  a  philofophical 
apparatus,  worth  five  hundred  pounds,  which  (except  the  eleguit 
orrery  conftrufted  by  Mr.  Rittenhoufc^  was  almoil  entirely  delli\ycd 
by  the  Britifli  army  in  the  late  war,  as  was  alfo  the  IHarary,  which 
DOW  confifts  of  between  two  and  three  thoufand  volumes. 

The  college  ediiice  is  iiandfomely  biiilt  with  flone,  and  is  one  hun- 
dred and  eighty  feet  in  leng'h,  fifry-four  in  breacjth,  and  four  ilones 
high,  and  is  divided  info  forty-two  convenient  chambers  tor  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  ftudcnts,  beijdes  a  dining-hall,  chapel,  and  room 
for  the  hbrary.  Its  {ituation  is  elevated,  and  exc-edingly  pleafant 
and  healthful.  It  is  remarkable,  that  fmce  the  removal  oi'ihe  college 
to  Prince  town,  in  1 7 156,  there  have  been  but  five  or  fix  death-  among 
the  ftudents.  The  view  from  the  college  balcony  is  ejuenlive  and 
fharming. 

The 
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The  college  has  been  under  the  care  of  a  fucceffion  of  prefidents, 
eminent  for  piety  and  learning,  and  has  furniflied  a  number  of  ci- 
vilians, divines  and  phyficians,  of  the  firft  rank  in  America. 

The  charter  for  Queen's  College,  at  Brimfvvick,  was  granted  jufi: 
before  the  war,  in  confequence  of  an  application  from  a  body  of  the 
Dutch  church.  Its  fimds,  raifed  wholly  by  free  donations,  amount- 
ed,, loon  after  its  eftablifliment,  to  four  thoufand  pounds,  but  they 
were  confiderably  diminilhed  by  the  war.  The  gram  mar- fchool, 
which  is  connected  with  the  college,  con fiils  of  betiveen  thirty  and 
forty  ftudents,  under  the  care  of  the  truflees.  The  college  at  prefent 
is  not  in  a  very  Rouriftiing  ftate. 

There  are  a  number  of  good  academies  in  this  State  ;  one  at  Free- 
iiold  in  the  county  of  Monmouth  ;  another  at  Trenton,  in  which  are 
about  eighty  Undents  in  the  different  branches ;  it  has  a  fund  of  about 
one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  per  annum,  arifing  from  the  intereft 
on  public  fecurities  ;  another  in  Hackini'ack,  in  the  county  of  Ber- 
gen, of  upwards  of  an  hundred  fcholars ;  inftmftion  and  board  arc 
laid  to  be  cheaper  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  State.  There 
is  another  llourifliing  academy  at  Orangedale,  in  the  county  of  Eflex, 
conhfting  of  nearly  as  many  fcholars  as  any  of  the  others,  furniflied 
with  able  inftruftors  and  good  accommodations.  Another  has  lately 
been  opened  at  Elizabeth  town,  and  confiils  of  upwards  of  twenty 
iludents  in  the  languages,  and  is  increaiing.  An  academy,  by  the- 
name  of  Burlington  academy,  has  lately  been  eftablifhed  at  Burling- 
ton, under  the  direftion  of  feven  truflees,  and  the  inflruftion  of  twa 
preceptors.  The  fyflem  of  education  adopted  in  this  academy  is  de- 
figned  to  prepare  the  fcholars  for  the  ftudy  of  the  more  difficult  claflics 
and  the  higher  branches  of  fcience  in  a  college  or  univerfitj'.  At 
Newark,  an  academy  was  founded  in  June  1792,  and  promifes  to, 
be  a  ufeful  inftitution.  Befides  thefe,  there  are  grammar  fchools  at 
Springfield,  Morriftown,  Bordentown,  Amboy,  &c.  There  are  no 
regular  eftablifliments  for  common  fchools  in  the  State.  The  ufual 
mode  of  education  ii  for  the  inhabitants  of  a  village  or  neighbour- 
hood to  join  in  affording  a  temporary  fupport  for  a  fchoolmafter, 
upon  fuch  terms  as  are  mutually  agreeable.  But  the  encouragement 
which  thefe  occafi mal  teachers  meet  with,  is  generally  fuch,  as  that 
no  perfon  of  abilities  adequate  to  the  bufinefs  will  undertake  it;  and 
of  courfe,  little  advantage  is  derived  from  thefe  fchools.  The  im- 
provement in  thefe  common  fchools  is  generally  in  proportion  to  the 
pay  of  the  teacher.    lo  is  therefore  much  to  be  regretted  that  the 

legiflature 
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kgiflature  do  not  take  up  this  fubjed-,  and  adopt  fiich  method  of 
fupporting  public  ichools  as  has  been  pradlifed  upon  with  vifibl* 
good  fuccefs  in  fome  of  the  New- England  States. 

There  is  a  medical  foclety  in  this  State,  confirting  of  about  thirty 
of  their  moft  refpeftable  phylicians,  who  meet  twice  a  year.  No 
perfon  is  admitted  to  the  pr.u^i'je  of  phyfic  without  a  licence  from 
the  fupreme  court,  founded  on  a  certificate  from  this  fociety,  or  at 
leafl  two  of  its  members,  teftifying  his  fkill  and  abilities.  It  is  re- 
markable, that  in  the  county  of  Cape  May  no  regular  phyfi.ian  has 
ever  found  fupport.  Medicine  has  been  adminiftered  by  women,  ex- 
cept in  fome  extraordinary  cafes. 

CONSTITUTION. 

The  following  is  the  conftitution  of  this  State  : 
Whereas  all  the  conftitutional  authority  ever  poffefTed  by  the  kings 
of  Great-Britain  over  thefe  colonics,  or  their  other  dominions,  was 
by  compaft  derived  from  the  people,  and  held  of  them  for  the  com- 
mon intereft  of  the  whole  fociety,  alLgiance  and  protedion  are,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  reciprocal  ties,  each  equally  depending  upon 
the  other,  and  liable  to  be  diflblved  by  the  other's  being  refufed  or 
withdrawn.  And  whereas  George  the  Third,  King  of  Great-Britain, 
has  refufed  protection  to  the  good  people  of  thcfe  colonies ;  and, 
by  aflenting  to  fundry  adts  of  the  Britifli  Parliament,  attempted  to 
fubjeft  them  to  the  abfolute  dominion  of  that  body ;  and  has  alfo 
made  war  upon  them  in  the  moft  cruel  and  unnatural  manner,  for 
no  other  caufe  than  ailerting  their  jufl:  rights  ;  all  civil  authority 
under  him  is  neceflarily  at  an  end,  and  a  diffolution  of  government 
in  each  colony  has  confequently  taken  place. 

And  whereas  in  the  prefent  deplorable  fituation  of  thefe  colonies, 
expofed  to  the  fu.ry  of  a  cruel  and  relentlefs  enemy,  fome  form  of 
government  is  abfolurely  neceffary,  not  only  for  the  prefervation  of 
good  order,  but  alfo  the  more  effe^lually  to  unite  the  people,  and 
enable  them  to  exert  their  whole  force  in  their  own  neceffary  de- 
fence ;  and  as  the  honourable  the  Continental  Congrefs,  the  fupreme 
council  of  the  American  colonic?,  has  advifcd  fuch  of  the  colonies 
•  as  have  not  yet  gone  into  the  meafure,  to  adopt  for  themfelves  re- 
fpediveiy  fuch  government  as  fliali  bcft  conduce  to  their  own  hap- 
pinefs  and  fafety,  and  the  well-being  of  America  in  general ;  we,  the 
rcprefentatives  of  the  colony  of  New-Jerfty,  having  been  elected  by 
all  the  counties  in  the  freeft  manner,  and  in  Congrefs  aflembled, 
VoL.JT.  3D  have. 
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have,  after  mature  deliberations,  agreed  upon  a  fet  of  charter  right?? 
and  the  form  of  a  conftJLUtion,  in  manner  following,  viz, 

I.  That  the  government  of  this  province  fliall  be  veiled  in  a  Go- 
vernor, Legiflative  Council  and  General  Affewhly. 

IL  That  the  Legiflative  Council  and  General  Airenibly  fliall  be 
ehofen,  for  the  firft  time,  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Augnfl  next; 
the  members  whereof  fliall  be  the  fame  in  number  and  qualification-s 
as  is  herein  after  mentioned ;  and  fliall  be  and  remain  vefted  with  all 
the  powers  and  audiority  to  be  held  by  any  fiitnre  Legiflative  Coun- 
f^il  and  Afl"embly  of  this  colony,  until  the  fecond  Tuefday  in  Octo- 
ber which  flnll  be  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hun- 
dred and  fevent}-fevcn. 

in.  That  on  the  fecona  Tuefday  in  Ocflober  yearly,  and  every 
year  for  evei",  (with  the  privilege  of  adjourning  from  day  to  day,  as 
occafion  may  require)  the  counties  fliall  feveraily  chufe  one  perfon 
to  be  a  member  of  the  Legiflative  Council  of  this  colony,  who  fliall 
be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  election,  an 
inhabitant  and  Irecholder  in  the  county  in  which  he  is  chofen,  and 
worth  at  kail:  one  thoufand  poundi;,  proclamation  money,  of  real 
and  penbnal  ellate  within  the  faid  county  :  that,  at  the  fame  time, 
each  county  fliall  alfo  chufe  three  members  of  Afliembly  ;  provided, 
that  no  perfon  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the  faid  Afiembly,  unlefs 
he  be  and  have  been  for  one  whole  year  next  before  the  eledion  an 
inhabitant  of  the  county  he  is  to  reprefent,  and  worth  five  hundred 
pounds,  proclamation  money,  in  real  and  perfonal  eftate,  in  the  fame 
county  :  that  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  next  after  the  day  of  eleftion, 
the  Council  and  Afl"cmbly  fliall  feparately  meet ;  and  that  the  con- 
fent  of  both  Houfes  fliall  be  neceflary  to  every  law  ;  provided,  that 
feven  fliall  be  a  quorum  of  the  Council  for  doing-bufinefs,  and  that 
110  law  fli.ill  pafs,  unlefs  there  be  a  majority  of  all  the  reprefenta- 
tives  of  each  body  perlonally  prefent,  and  agreeing  thereto.  Pro- 
vided always,  that  if  a  majority  of  the  reprefentatives  of  this  pro- 
vince, in  Council  and  General  Aflembly  convened,  fliall,  at  any  tin.e 
or  times  hereaher,  judge  it  equitable  and  proper  to  add  to  or  di- 
minifli  the  number  or  proportion  of  the  members  of  Aflembly  for 
nny  county  or  counties  in  this  colony,  then,  and  in  fuch  cafe,  the  . 
fame  may,  on  the  principles  of  more  equal  reprefentation,  be  law- 
fully done,  anything  in  this  charter  to  the  contrary  notwithllanding, 
fo  that  the  whole  number  of  reprefentatives  in  Aflembly  fliall  not  at 
any  time  be  lefs  than  thirty-nine. 

IV.  That 
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IV.  That  all  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  of  full  ngc,  who  are 
^vorth  fifty  pounds,  proclamation  money,  clear  cuate  in  the  fame,  and 
have  rtlided  within  the  coimty  in  which  they  claim  a  vote,  for  twelve 
months  immediately  preceding  the  eiei5tion,  fluill  be  entitled  to  vote 
for  reprefentatives  in  Council  and  AlTembly  :  and  ahb  for  all  other 
public  oflicers  that  fliall  be  tlcded  by  the  people  of  the  county  at 
large. 

V.  That  the  AlTembly,  when  met,  fliall  have  power  to  choofe  a 
fpeaker,  and  other  their  officers ;  to  be  judges  of  the  qualifications  and 
cledions  of  their  own  members  ;  fit  upon  their  oun  adjournments  ; 
prepare  bills  to  be  palTed  into  laws  ;  and  to  empower  their  fpeaker 
to  convene  them,  whenever  any  extraordinary  occurrence  fliail  render 
it  necelfary. 

VI.  That  the  Council  fliall  have  jwwer  to  prepare  bills  to  pafs  into 
laws,  and  have  othei*  like  powers  as  the  Alfembly,  and  in  all  re- 
fpeffs  to  be  a  free  and  independent  branch  of  the  legiflature  of  this  co- 
lony ;  fave  only,  that  they  fliall  not  prepare  or  alter  any  money  bill, 
which  fliall  be  the  privilege  of  the  AlTembly.  That  the  Council  fliall 
from  time  to  time  be-convened  by  the  governor  or  vice'prehdcnt,  but 
muft  be  convened  at  all  times  when  the  Aflembiy  fits ;  for  v/hich  pur- 
pofe  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfe  of  AlTembly  fliail  always  in.mediatcly 
after  an  adjournment  give  notice  to  the  governor  or  vice-j^refident  of 
the  time  and  place  to  which  the  Houfe  is  adjourned. 

VII.  That  the  Council  and  AfiTembly  jointly,  at  their  firft  meeting 
after  each  annual  eledion,  fliall,  by  a  majority  of  votes,  eleft  fomefit 
perfon  within  the  colony  to  be  governor  for  one  year,  who  fliall  be 
conftant  prefident  of  the  council,  and  have  a  cafting  vote  in  their 
proceedings,  and  the  Council  themfelves  fliali  choofe  a  vice-prefidenr, 
who  fliall  acl  as  fuch  in  the  abfence  of  the  goveriior. 

VIII.  That  the  governor,  or,  in  his  abfence,  the  vice-prefident  of 
the  council,  fliall  have  the  fupreme  executive  power,  be  chan- 
cellor of  the  colony,  and  aft  as  captaui-general  and  commander  in 
chief  of  all  the  militia  and  other  military  force  in  this  colony  ; 
and  that  any  three  or  more  of  the  council  fliall,  at  all  times  be  a 
privy-council  to  confult  them  j  and  that  the  governor  be  ordinary,  or 
furrogate-general. 

IX.  That  the  governor  and  council,  feven  whereof  fliall  be  a 
quorum,  be  the  court  of  appeals  in  the  laft  refort  in  all  cafes  of  law, 
£13  heretofore;  and  that  they  poflefs  the  pov/er  of  granting  pardons 
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to  criminals  after  condemnation,  in  all  cafes  of  treafon,  felony,  or 
other  ottences. 

X.  Tliat  captains,  and  all  other  inferior  officers  of  the  militia,  fliall 
be  chofen  by  the  companies  in  the  refpeftive  counties  ;  but  field  and, 
general  oflicers  by  the  Council  and  AlTembly. 

XL  That  the  Council  und  Allernbly  fliall  have  power  to  make  the 
great  (cA  of  this  colony,  which  (liaU  be  kept  by  the  governor,  or  in 
his  absence,  by  the  vice-preiid^nt  of  the  counci;,  to  be  ufed  by  them 
as  occafiui  may  require  ;  and  it  fnall  be  called,  i/je  great /cai  of  the 
colony  uf  Ne-w-j^rrfty. 

XQ.  That  tne  judges  of  the  fnpreme  court  fliall  continue  in  office 
for  feven  years;  the  judges  of  the  inferior  court  of  common 
pleas  in  the  feveral  counties,  jufi:ices  of  the  peace,  clerks  of  the  fu- 
preme  court,  cleiks  of  the  infeiior  court  of  con:imon  pleas  and 
quarter  felTion?,  the  attorney-general,  and  provincial  fecretary, 
fliall  continue  in  oiF;ce  for  five  years ;  and  the  provincial  treafarer 
lliall  continue  in  office  for  one  year;  and  that  they  fliall  be,  feverally 
appointed  by  the  Council  and  Afl^embly  in  manner  aforefaid,  and 
comnr.iilioned  by  the  governor,  or  in  his  abfence  the  vice-prefident 
of  the  council.  Provided  always,  that  the  laid  officers  feverally, 
iliall  be  capable  of  being  re-appointed  at  the  end  of  the  terms  feverally 
before  limited  ;  and  that  any  of  the  faid  officers  fliall  be  liable  to  be 
difmilled,  when  adjudged  guilty  of  milhehaviour,  by  the  Council  on 
an  impeachment  of  the  Afiembly. 

XIII.  That  the  inhabitants  of  each  county,  qualified  to  vote  as  afore- 
faid, fliall,  at  the  time  and  place  of  elefting  their  reprefentatives,  an- 
nually ele6l  one  flierift",  and  one  or  more  coroners ;  and  that  they 
may  re-eleft  the  fame  perfon  to  fuch  offices  until  he  fhall  have  ferved 
three  years,  but  no  longer  ;  after  which  three  years  muft  elapfe  be- 
fore che  fame  perfon  is  capable  of  being  eleiSed  again.  When  the. 
election  is  certified  to  the  governor  or  vice-prefident,  under  the  hands 
of  fix  freeholders  of  the  county  for  which  they  were  elected,  they 
fliall  be  immediately  commiffioned  to  ferve  in  their  rcfpedive  of- 
fices. 

XIV.  That  the  townfliips,  at  their  annual  town  meetings  for  eleft- 
jng  other  officers,  fliall  chu.'e  conftables  for  the  difl:ri£ts  refpeftively  ; 
and  alfo  three  or  more  judicious  freeholders  of  good  charafter,  to 
hear  and  finally  deteimine  all  appeals  relative  to  unjufl  affi-iTments 
in  caies  of  public  taxation  ;  which  cummiffioners  of*  appeal  fliall, 
for  ih.at  puipofe,    lit   at  fome  fuitable  time  or  times   to  be   by 
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ihem  appointed,    and   made   known   to    the  people   by   advcrtifc- 
ments. 

XV.  That  the  hws  of  the  colony  Ihall  begin  in  the  following  ftile, 
viz.  £e  it  ena^ed  hy  the  C0u?uil  and  General  AJJcmhly  of  this  colojiyy 
and  it  is  hereby  enabled  by  authority  of  the  fame  :  that  all  commiffions 
granted  by  the  governor  or  vice-prefulent  lliall  run  thxis,  The  colony 
of  Neio-jferfty,  to  A.  B.  ^cc.  greeting  ;  and  that  all  writs  fliall  like- 
wife  run  in  the  name  of  the  colony:  and  that  all  indicflmcnts  fliall 
conclude  in  the  following  manner,  viz.  Againfi  the  peace  of  this  colony^ 
the  government  and  dignity  of  the  fame. 

XVI.  That  all  ciiminals  fliall  be  admitted  to  the  fame  pri- 
vileges of  witncflcs  and  counfcl,  as  their  prolecutors  are  or  fliall  be 
entitled  to. 

XVIf.  That  the  eftates  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  deltroy  their  own 
lives  fliall  not,  for  that  oifence,  be  forfeited,  but  flial!  defcend  in  the 
fame  manner  as  they  would  have  done,  had  fuch  peifons  died  in  the 
natural  way  ;  nor  fliall  any  article  which  may  occafion  accidentally  the 
death  of  any  one,  be  henceforth  deemed  a  deodand,  or  in  any  wlife 
forfeited  on  account  of  fuch  misfortunes. 

XVIII.  That  no  pejfon  fliall  ever  within  this  colony  be  deprived  of 
the  ineflimable  privilege  of  worfliipping  Almighty  God  in  a  man- 
ner agreeable  to  the  didates  of  his  own  confcience  ;  nor  imdcr  any 
pretence  whatever  be  compelled  to  attend  any  place  of  worfliip,  con- 
trary to  his  own  faith  and  judgment  •,  nor  fliall  any  perfon  wuhin  this 
colony  ever  be  obliged  to  pay  tithes,  taxes,  or  any  other  rates,  for  the 
purpofe  of  building  or  repairing  any  other  church  or  churches,  place 
or  places  of  worfliip,  or  for  the  maintenance  of  any  minifteror  mi- 
niftry,  contrary  to  what  he  believes  to  be  right,  or  has  deliberately  or 
voluntarily  engaged  hihifelf  to  perform. 

XIX.  That  there  fliall  be  no  eftabliflimentofany  one  religious  fe(5l 
in  this  province,  in  preference  to  another;  and  that  no  Protcflant  inha- 
bitant of  this  colony  fliall  be  denied  the  enjoyment  of  any  civil  right, 
merely  on  account  of  his  religious  principles  ;  but  tiiat  all  perlbns, 
profeffing  a  belief  in  the  faith  of  any  Proteflant  fecfl^,  who  fliall  demean 
themfelves  peaceably  under  the  government  as  hereby  ellabliflied, 
fliall  be  capable  of  being  elefted  into  any  othce  of  profit  or  truft,  or 
being  a  member  of  either  branch  of  the  legiflature;  :!nd  fliall  fully 
and  freely  enjoy  every  privilege  and  immunity  enjoyed  by  others  then- 
fellow  fuhjcds. 

XX.  That 
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XX»  That  the  legiflative  departraent  of  this  government  may,  as 
much  as  poflible,  be  preferved  trom  all  fufpicion  of  corruption,  none 
of  the  judges  of  the  fupreme  or  other  courts,  flierifts,  or  any  other 
perfon  or  perfons  poflellcd  of  any  poft  of  profit  under  the  govern- 
ment, other  than  jufliccs  of  the  peace,  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feat  in  the 
Aflereibly  ;  but  th~^at  on  his  being  elected  and  taking  his  feat,  his  of» 
£ce  or  poll:  fliall  be  confidered  as  vacant. 

XXI.  That  all  the  laws  of  this  province  contained  in  the  edition 
lately  publiflied  by  xMr.  AUinlbn,  liiall  be  and  remain  in  full  force, 
luitil  altered  by  the  legillature  of  this  colony,  fuch  only  excepted  as 
are  incompatible  v^ith  this  charter,  and  fliall  be,  according  as  hereto- 
fore, regarded  in  all  refpe£l:s  by  all  civil  officeis,  and  others  the  good 
people  of  this  province. 

XXII.  That  the  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  fo  much  of 
the  ftatute  law  as  has  been  heretofore  pradlifed  in  this  colony,  fliali 
iliU  remain  in  force,  until  they  fliall  be  altered  by  $  future  law  of  the 
legiflature  ;  fnch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repugnant  to  the  rights  and- 
pnviieges  contained  in  this  charter;  and  that  the  ineftimable  right  of 
trial  by  jury  flialJ  remain  confirmed,  as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  co- 
lony, without  repeal  forever. 

XXIII.  Thnt  every  perfon  who  fliall  be  eleded  as  aforefaid  to  be  a 
member  of  the  Legiflative  Council  or  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  fliall,  pre- 
vious to  his  taking  his  feat  ui  Council  or  Afiar.bly,  take  the  following 
©ath  or  affirmation,   viz. 

"  I  A.  B.  do  folemnly  declare,  that  as  a  member  of  the  Legiflative 
Council  or  Aflembly,  as  the  cafe  may  be,  of  the  colony  of  Nevv- 
Jerfey,  I  will  not  aflent  to  any  law,  vote,  or  proceeding,  which  fliali 
appear  to  me  injurious  to  the  public  welfare  of  laid  colony  ;  nor  that 
fliall  annul  or  repeal  that  part  of  the  third  feftion  in  the  charter  of 
this  colony,  which  eflabliflies  that  the  elections  of  members  of  the 
Legiilative  Council  and  Aflembly  fliail  he  annual ;  nor  that  part  of 
tjic  twenty-fecond  feftion  in  faid  charter,  refpe£ling  the  trial  by  jury, 
nor  that  fliall  annul,  repeal,  or  alter  any  part  or  parts  of  the'eigh« 
teenth  or  nineteenth  lections  of  the  lame." 

And  any  perion  or  perfons  who  fliall  be  elei.'led  as  aforefaid,  is 
I-iercby  impowcred  to  admjaiiler  to  the  faid  members  the  faid  oath  or 
aHirmation. 

Provided  always,  that  it  is  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  this 
congrefs,  that  if  a  reconciliation  between  Great-Britain  in  thefe  colo, 
•lies  fliould  take  place,  and  the  latter  be  taken  ngaia  under  the  protcc- 
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th>n  and  government  ol'ihe  crown  of  Britain,  this  charter  fliall  be  nivll 
and  void,  otherwile  to  remain  firm  and  inviolable. 

COURTS  OF  JUSTICE,   LAWS,  &c. 

The  courts  of  juftice  in  this  State  are,  firft,  Juilices  Courts.  A 
competent  raimber  of  pcrfons  are  appointed  in  each  county  by  the 
Council  and  Aricmbiy  in  joint  meeting,  who  are  called  juiHces  of  the 
peace,  and  continue  in  oiKce  five  years  ;  who,  beUdes  being  confer- 
vators  of  the  peace,  agreeably  to  ihe  Englifli  laws,  aie  authorized 
to  hold  courts  for  the  trial  of  caufes  under  twelve  pounds* 
From  this  court,  perfons  aggrieved  may  appeal  to  the  quarter 
fefiions. 

Secondly,  Courts  of  Quarter  Seflions  of  the  Peace  are  held  quar-" 
torly  in  every  county,  by.at  leaft  three  of  the  jullices.  This  court 
takes  cognizance  of  breaches  of  the  peace,  and  is  generally  regulated 
by  the  rules  of  the  Englilla  law. 

Thirdly,  Courts  of  Common  Pleas,  which  are  held  quarterly  by 
judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  in  the  fame  manner  as  the  jul- 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  who  are  commonly  of  their  number,  and  hold 
their  commiffions  five  years.  This  court  may  be  held  by  a  finglc 
judge,  and  has  cognizance  of  demands  to  any  amount,  and  is 
conftrufted  on,  and  governed  by  the  principle  of  the  Englifli 
laws. 

Fourthly,  Supreme  Courts,  which  are  held  four  times  in  a  year, 
at  Trenton,  by  three  judges  appointed  for  that  purpofe,  who  hold 
their  offices  three  years  ;  but  one  judge  only  is  neceffary  to  the  hold- 
ing this  court.  This  court  has  cognizance  of  all  at'tions,  both  civil  and 
criminal,  throughout  the  State,  having  the  united  authority  of  the 
courts  of  king's  bench,  coumion  picas,  and  exchequer  inEngland.  The 
cor.rts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  nifi  prius,  commonly  held  once  a 
year  in  each  county,  for  the  trial  of  caules  arifing  in  the  county,  and 
brought  to  ifliie  in  the  fupreme  court,  are  properly  branches  of  thij 
court,  and  are  held  by  one  of  the  judges  of  it,  except  th.'.t  in  thccourts 
of  oyer  and  terminer,  fomc  of  the  gentlemen  of  the  county  are  always 
added  in  the  commiirion  as  airitiants  to  the  judge  ;  but  they  cannot 
hold  the  court  w  ithout  him. 

Fifthly,  Orphan's  Courts,  lately  eftabliflied  by  aul  of  Afltmbly, 
are  held  by  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleafs,  ex  officiis^ 
and  have  cognizance  of  uU  matters  relating  to  wills,  adminiftra- 
rions,  &:c. 

Sixtlily, 
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Sixthly,  Court  of  Chancery,  held  by  the  governor  ex  officio^  al» 
ways  open.  It  is  a  court  of  law  and  equity,  founded  on  the  fame 
principles,  and  governed  by  the  fame  rules  as  the  court  of  chancery 
in  England. 

Seventhly,  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  compofed  of  the 
governor,  and  feven  of  th;;  council,  and  is  a  court  of  appeals  in  the 
iali:  refort  in  all  cafes  of  la\v. 

All  '^he  Fnglifli  laws  which  have  been  pra'£lifed  upon  in  the  State, 
snd  which  are  not  repugnant  to  revolution  principles,  were  adopted 
'by  the  conftitution,  and  very  few  alterations  of  confequence  have 
fince  been  made,  except  in  the  defcent  of  the  real  eftares,  which,  in- 
Itead  of  defcendir.g  to  the  eldell  fon,  agreeable  to  the  old  feudal  fyf- 
tem,  as  formerly,  are  now  divided,  where  there  is  no  will,  two 
iharesto  eaih  fon,  and  one  fiiare  to  each  daughter,  i.  e.  thefons  have 
doui/ie  the  flaughter's  portions,  but  all  the  fons  have  equal  portion, 
■and  all  the  daaghters. 

No  perfon  is  permitted  to  praftife  as  an  attorney  in  any  court  with- 
out a  licent'e  from  the  governor.  This  cannot  be  obtained  unlefs  the 
candidate  fiiould  be  above  t-.venty-one  years  of  age,  and  fliall  have 
ferved  a  regular  clerklliip  with  lome  llcenfed  attorney  for  four  years, 
and  have  taken  a  degree  in  fome  public  college,  otherv.ife  he  muit 
ferve  five  years.  This  rei^ulation  is  confidered  by  fome  as  a  depre- 
ciation of  rights  in  regard  to  citizens  cf  other  States,  and  a  bar  to  the 
progrefs  of  knowledge.  He  mult  alio  fubmit  to  an  examination  bj 
three  of  the  mofc  eminent  counieilors  in  the  State,  in  the  prelence  of 
the  judges  of  the  fupreme  court.  After  three  years  pradice  as  an  at- 
torney, he  becomes  a  candidate  for  a  counfellor's  licence,  which  is 
granted  on  a  like  examination.  Many  of  the  people  here,  however, 
as  in  other  States,  think,  becaufe  perhaps  they  are  inftruments  in 
obliging  them  to  pay  their  d^bts,  that  the  lawyers  know  too  much. 
But  their  knowledge  will  not  injure  thofe  who  are  innocent,  and 
who  will  let  them  alone.  Experience  has  verified  this  obfervation  in 
the  county  of  Cape  May.  No  law3--er  lives  within  fixty  miles  of  that 
county,  and  it  is  feldom  that  they  attend  their  courts. 

MILITARY  STRENGTH. 

The  military  ftrength  of  New-Jerfey  connils  of  a  militia,  cf  be- 
tween thirty  and  forty  thoufand  men. 

This  State  v.'as  the  feat  of  war  for  fevcral  years,  during  theconted 
between  Great-Britain   and  Ameiica.     Her  loll'es  both  of  men  and 
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Jjroperty,  in  proportion  to  the  population  and  wealth  of  the  State,  was 
greater  than  any  other  of  the  thirteen  States.  When  General  Wafli- 
jngton  was  retreating  through  the  Jerfcys,  almoll  foriaken  by  all 
others,  her  militia  were  at  all  tiir.L-s  obedient  to  his  orders  ;  and  for 
a  confiderablc  length  of  time,  compofecl  the  ftrength  of  his  army. 
There  is  hardly  a  town  in  the  State  that  lay  in  the  progrcfs  of  th» 
Britifli  army,  that  was  not  rendered  fignal  by  fome  cr.Lcrprize  or  ex- 
J)loit.  At  Trenton  the  enemy  received  a  check,  which  may  be  faid 
>vith  juflice  to  have  turned  the  tide  of  war.  At  Prince  to'.vn,  the  feat 
of  the  mufes,  they  received  another,  which,  united,  obliged  thcni 
to  retire  with  precipitation,  and  take  refuge  in  difgraceful  winter 
<]uarters.  But  whatever  honour  this  State  might  derive  from  the  re- 
lation, it  is  not  our  bufinefs  to  enter  upon  an  otherwife  unprofitable 
<lefcription  of  battles  or  fieges ;  we  leave  this  to  the  pen  of  the  hil- 
torian,  whofe  obje£t  is  to  furnifli  a  minute  d<;tail  of  every  occurung 
circumftance,  and  only  obferve  in  general,  that  the  many  military 
achievements  performed  by  the  Jerfey  foldiers,  give  this  State  one 
of  the  firft  ranks  among  her  iifters  in  a  military  view,  and  entitle 
her  to  a  fhare  of  praife  in  the  accomplidiment  of  the  late  glorious 
revolution,  that  bears  no  proportion  to  her  i^zt:^ 
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HIS  State  is  (ituated  between  o°  20'  eaft,  and  50°  weft  long> 
tude ;  and  between  39°  43',  and  42°  north  latitude.  Its  length  is 
two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  miles,  and  its  breadth  one  hundred 
and  fifty-fix.  It  is  bounded  eaft  by  Delaware  river,  which  divides  it 
from  New-Jerfey ;  north,  by  New- York,  and  a  territory  of  about 
two  hundred  and  two  thoufand  acres,  on  lake  Erie,  purchafed  of  Con- 
grefs  by  this  State  ;  north-weft,  by  a  part  of  lake  Erie,  where  there 
is  a  good  port ;  weft,  by  the  vveflern  territory,  and  a  part  of  Vir- 
ginia ;  fouth,  by  apart  of  Virginia,  Maryland,  and  Delaware.  The 
State  lies  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  &c. 

This  part  of  the  Union  is  well  watered,  here  are  fix  con^ 
fiderable  rivers,  which,  with  their  numerous  branches,  penin- 
fulate  the  whole  State,  viz.  The  Delaware, 'Schuylkill,  Sufcjue- 
hannab,  Youghiogeny,  Mcnongahela,  and  Allegany.  The  bay 
afid  river  Delaware  are  navigable  from  the  fea  up  to  the  great 
or  lower  falls  at  Trenton,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five  miles ;  and 
are  accommodated  with  a  light  houle,  on  cape  Henlopen,  and  with 
buoys  and  piers  for  the  diredion  and  fafety  of  fliips.  The  diftance 
of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  is  about  fixty  miles  acrofs  the  land  in  a 
iouth-weft  courfcj  to  the  New-Jerfey  coaft,  and  one  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  by  the  fliip  channel  of  the  Delaware.  So  far  it  is  navi- 
gable for  a  feventy-four  gun  fliip.  Sloops  go  thirty-five  miles  farther, 
to  Trenton  falls.  The  river  is  navigable  for  boats  that  carry  eight  or 
nine  tons,  an  hundred  miles  farfher,  and  for  Indian  canoes,  except 
feveral  fmall  falls  or  portages,  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles.  At 
iEafton  it  receives  the  Lehigh  from  the  weft,  which  is  navigable  thirty 
miles.  The  tide  fets  up  as  high  as  Trenton  falls,  and  at  Philadelphia 
3  rifes 
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rifea  generally  about  five  or  fix  feet.     A  north-eaft  and  eaft  wind 
laifes  it  liigher. 

Between  cape  Henlopen  and  cape  May  is  the  entrance  into  the  De- 
laware b;iy.  The  entrance  into  the  river  is  twenty  milts  farther  up, 
at  Bombay  Hook,  where  the  river  is  four  or  five  miles  wide  ,  from 
Bombay  Hook  to  Reedy -Ifland  is  twenty  miles.  This  illand  is  the 
rendezvous  of  outward-bound  fliips  in  autumn  and  fpring,  waiting  for 
a  favourable  wind.  The  courfe  from  this  to  ihe  fea  is  S.  S.  E.  fo  that  u 
N.  W.  wind,  which  is  the  prevailing  wind  in  thefe  feafons,  is  fair 
for  veflels  to  put  out  to  fea.  This  river  is  generally  frozen  one  or 
tvvo  months  in  the  year  at  Philadelphia,  fo  as  to  prevent  navigation, 
but  vefTels  may  at  all  times  make  a  fecure  harbour  at  port  Perm,  at 
Reedy-Iiland,  where  piers  have  been  ereded  by  the  State.  Veflels 
are  generally  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours  in  afcending  this 
beautiful  river  to  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  navigation  is  fafe,  and 
in  the  milder  feafons,  efpecially  in  the  fummer,  is  indefcribably 
pleafant. 

From  Chefler  to  Philadelphia,  twenty  miles  by  water,  and  fifteen 
by  land,  the  channel  of  the  river  is  narrowed  by  iflands  of  marfh, 
Y.'hich  are  generally  banked  and  turned  into  rich  ai)d  immenfcly  va- 
luable meadows. 

Billinfport,  twelve  miles  below  Philadelphia,  was  fortified  in  the 
late  war  for  the  defence  of  the  channel.  Oppofite  this  fort,  fcveral 
large  frames  of  timber,  headed  with  iron  fpikes,  called  chevaux  de 
frizes,  were  funk  to  prevent  the  Britifli  fliips  from  jjaifing.  Since 
the  peace,  a  curious  machine  has  been  invented  in  Philadelphia  to 
raife  them. 

The  Schuylkill  rifes  north-wefl  of  the  Kittatinny  mountains, 
through  which  it  pafles,  into  a  fine  champaign  country,  and  runs, 
from  its  fource,  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  in  a  fouth- 
caft  dire£lion,  and  pafling  through  the  limits  of  the  city  of  Philadel- 
phia, falls  into  the  Delaware  oppofite  Mud-lfland,  fix  or  feven  miles 
below  the  city.  It  is  navigable  from  above  Reading,  eighty-five  or 
ninety  miles  to  its  mouth.  There  are  four  floating  bridges  thrown 
acrofs  it,  made  of  logs  faftened  together,  and  lying  upon  the  water, 
in  the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia. 

The  north-eaft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah  river  rifes  in  lakes  Ot« 
fego  and  Otego,  in  the  State  of  New-York,  and  runs  in  fuch  a  wind- 
ing  courie  as  to  crofs  the  boundary  line  between  New-York  and 
J'ennfylvania  three  times.    It  receives  Tyoga  river,  one  of  its  prinr 
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cipal  branches,  in  latitude  41°  57',  three  miles  fouth  of  the  bounA 
dary  line.  The  Sufqiiehannah  branch  is  navigable  for  batteaux  to 
its  fonrce,  whence  to  Mohawk  river  is  but  twenty  miles.  The;. 
Tyoga  branch  is  navigable  fifty  miles  for  batteaux  j  and  its  fource  is 
but  a  few  miles  from  the  ChenelTee,  which  empties  into  lake  Ontario, 
From  Tyoga  point,  the  river  proceeds  foiith-eaft  to  Wyoming 
Tvithout  any  obftruclion  by  falls,  and  then  fouth-eaft,  over  Wyo- 
ming falls,  till  at  Sunbury,  in  about  latitude  41'^  it  meets  the  weft 
branch  of  Sufquehannah,  which  is  navigable  ninety  miles  from  its 
mouth,  and  lome  of  the  branches  of  it  are  navigable  fifty  mile?,  and 
approach  very  near  fome  of  the  beatable  branches  of  the  Allegany 
river.  This  noble  river  is  palTable  to  Middletown,  below  Harris* 
ferry,  with  boats,  carrying  feveral  hundred  buihels,  and  with  rafts 
of  boards,  &cc.  from  the  State  of  New-York,  as  well  as  down  the 
Tyoga,  and  Juniata  branches,  feveral  hundred  miles,  in  their  dif- 
ferent windings,  but  it  is  attended  with  difficulty  and  danger  on  ac- 
count of  the  numerous  falls  below  Middletown.  About  fifteen  miles 
Above  Harriiburg,  it  receives  the  Juniata  from  the  north-weft,  pro- 
ceeding from,  the  Allegany  mountains,  and  flowing  through  a  moun_ 
tainous,  broken,  yet  cultivable  country.  This  river  is  navigable 
one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  its  mouth. 

The  Swctara,  which  falls  into  the  Sufquehannah  from  the  north- 
caft,  is  navigable  fifteen  miles.  About  half  a  mile  from  the  mouth 
of  this  river,  and  a  mile  from  Middletown,  is  a  grtft  mi!!,  which 
merits  particular  notice.  It  is  a  veiy  large  and  handfome  flpne  build- 
ing, has  four  pair  of  fione^,  and  is,  perhaps,  in  every  relpeft  one 
of  the  moft  complete  in  the  State.  But  the  mofi  remarkable  circum- 
flance  relative  to  it,  is  the  race,  which  is  a  canal  from  twenty  to 
thirty  feet  Vv'ide,  and  carried  with  fuch  a  degree  of  boldnefs  to  a 
length  of  four  hundred  and  feventy-fix  rods  or  perches,  through 
rocks  and  hills,  and  every  obftacle  in  its  courfe,  as  cannot  fail  to  ex- 
cite a  very  high  idea  of  the  enterprize  and  perfevering  induftry  of 
Mr.  George  Frey,  the  undertaker  and  owner. 

From  Swetara  to  the  Tulpehoken  branch  of  Schuylkill,  a  canal 
and  lock  navigation  is  undertaken,  and  the  works  commenced,  by 
an  incorporated  company  whofe  capital  is  four  hundred  thoufand 
dollars.  This  leads  through  the  Schuylkill  to  Philadelphia.  When 
this  fliall  be  effeded,  a  pafiage  will  be  open  to  Philadelphia  from  the 
Juniata,  the  Tyoga,  and  the  eafl:  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufque- 
hannah,   which  waters  at  leaft   fifteen  millions  of  acres,      prom 
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this  junftion,  the  general  coiirfe  of  the  Sufquehnnnah  is  about 
fouth-eaft  until  it  falls  into  the  head  of  the  Chclapeak  bay  at  Havre 
de  Grace.  It  is  above  a  mile  wide  at  its  mouth,  and  is  navigable 
for  fea  veflels  but  about  five  miles,  on  account  of  its  rapids.  The 
banks  of  ■the  river  are  very  romantic,  particularly  where  it  palTes 
through  the  mountains.  This  pafTage  has  every  appearance  of  having 
been  forced  through  by  the  preirure  of  the  water;  or  of  having  been 
burfl:  open  by  feme  couvuUion  in  nature. 

The  feveral  branches  of  the  Youghiogeny  river  rife  on  the  weft 
lide  of  the  Allegany  mountains.  After  running  a  fliort  diftnnce, 
they  unite  and  form  a  large  beautiful  river,  which,  in  palling  fome 
of  the  moft  weftern  ridges  of  the  mountain,  jirecipitates  itlelfovera 
level  ledge  of  rocks,  lying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  courfe  of  the 
river.  Thefe  falls,  called  the  Ohiopyle  falls,  ;ire  about  twenty  feet 
in  perpendicular  height,  and  the  river  is  perhaps  eighty  yards  wide. 
For  a  confiderable  diftance* below  the  falls,  the  water  is  very  rapid, 
and  boils  and  foams  vehemently,  occafioning  a  continual  milt  to  rife 
from  it,  even  at  noon  day,  and  in  fair  weather.  The  river  at  this 
place  runs  to  the  fouth-weft,  but  prefently  winds  round  to  the  north- 
weft,  and  continuing  this  courfe  for  thirty  or  forty  miles,  it  lofes  its 
name  by  uniting  with  the  Monongahela,  which  comes  from  the 
fouthward,  anfl  contains,  perhaps,  twice  as  much  water.  Thefe 
united  Hreams,  fliortly  after  their  junftion,  mingle  with  the 
waters  of  the  Allegany  and  Pittlburgh,  and  together  form  the  grand 
river  Ohio. 

The  Monongahela  has  been  already  particularly  defcribed,  and 
fome  obfervations  made  on  the  navigation  of  the  Allegany.  In  ad- 
dition it  may  be  obferved,  that  at  the  junftion  of  French  creek,  which 
comes  from  the  north-weft,  with  the  Allegany,  are  the  remains  of  a 
a  Britifli  fortification  ;  and  about  a  mile  above  is  Fort  Franklin, 
built  in  1787,  and  then  guarded  by  a  company  of  American  foldiers. 
The  Pennfylvania  north  line  crolles  French  creek  about  thiee  mi'es 
above  Le  Bceuf,  where  there  w^s  formerly  a  fort.  From  Le  Boeuf 
to  Prefqueifle,  fifteen  or  fixteen  miles,  is  an  old  waggon  road,  cut 
by  the  French  in  the  war  of  1755.  The  lands  on  French  creek 
are  very  rich,  and  mollly  cleared,  which  id  an  evidence  that  its  for- 
mer Indian  inhabitants  were  numerous.  Fourteen  miles  irom  the 
mouth  of  this  creek  is  a  gentle  rapid,  thence  to  its  mouth  it  is  flow, 
deep,  and  Imooth. 

There 
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There  is  faid  to  be  a  pracTticable  communication  between  the 
ibuthern  branch  of  the  Tyoga  and  the  branch  of  the  Allegany,  the 
head  waters  of  which  are  but  a  fliort  diftance  from  each  other.  The 
Seneca  Indians  fay  they  can  walk  four  times  in  a  day,  from  the 
beatable  waters  of  Allegany  to  thofe  of  the  Tyoga,  at  the  place  now 
rnentioned.  And  between  the  Sufquehannah,  juft  before  it  croffes 
into  Pennfylvania  the  firft  time,  and  the  Delaware,  is  a  portage  of 
©nly  twelve  miles.  Rafts  of  timber,  plank,  boards,  and  ftaves, 
with  other  articles  upon  them,  can  be  brought  down  the  Delaware 
fjrora  the  counties  of  Montgomery  and  Otfego  in  New-York,  two 
hundred  miles  above  the  city  by  the  courfe  of  the  river.  Some  mo- 
ney was  expended  by  the  government  and  landholders  in  improving 
the  navigation  up  towards  the  fource,  before  the  revolution,  and 
there  has  been  a  furvey  fince  made,  for  the  purpofe  of  proceeding  m 
f  he  improvement  of  this  and  the  other  principal  rivers  of  Pennfylva- 
nia,  and  for  making  communications  by  canals  in  the  improved  part, 
and  by  roads  in  the  unimproved  part  of  the  State.  Great  progrefa 
has  already  been  made  in  thefe  improvements,  and  the  exertions  for 
their  completion  are  flill  continued.  The  Pennfylvanians  are  much 
inclined  to  fuch  enterprizcs,  having  found  great  benefit  from  them. 
On  the  completion  of  the  prefent  plans,  the  State  will  be  ascoDveni-? 
ently  interfered  by  roads  as  any  other  of  its  fize  in  the  Union, 
which  will  greatly  facilitate  the  fettlement  of  its  new  lands.  A  flight 
view  of  the  map  of  Pennfylvania  will  fliew  how  finely  this  State  is 
watered  by  the  Delaware  and  its  branches,  the  Schuylkill,  the  Ju- 
niata, the  Sufquehannah  and  its  branches,  the  Ohio,  the  Allegany, 
Youghiogeny,  and  Monongahela.  The  Potomak  and  lake  Erie  alfo 
afford  profpefts  of  confiderable  benefit  froni  their  navigation.  Na-? 
ture  has  done  much  for  Pennfylvania  in  regard  to  inland  water  car- 
riage, which  is  ftrikingly  exemplified  by  this  faft,  that  although  Phila- 
delphia and  lake  Erie  are  diftant  from  each  other  above  three  hundred 
miles,  there  is  no  doubt  but  that  the  rivers  of  the  State  may  be  fo  im- 
proved, as  to  reduce  the  land  carriage  between  them  nine  tenths.  In 
the  fame  way  the  navigation  to  Pittlburg,  after  due  improvement, 
may  be  ufed  inftead  of  land  carriage  for  the  whole  diftance,  except 
twenty-three  miles.  By  thefe  routs  it  is  clear,  that  a  large  proportion 
of  the  foreign  articles  ufed  on  the  weftern  waters  mufl  be  tranfported^ 
^nd  their  furs,  fkins,  ginfeng,  hemp,  flax,  pot  afli,  and  other  va- 
luable commodities,  brought  to  Philadelphia.  The  hemp  and  oak 
timber  for  the  Ruffian  navy  is  tranfported  by  injand  navigation  onq 
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tKoufand  two  hundred  miles,  and  yet  hemp  is  fliippcd  from  that 
kingdom  on  lower  terms  than  from  any  other  part  of  the  known 
world.  Ruffia,  long  fince  the  fettlement  of  Pennfylvania  by  ci\  IHfed 
and  enhghtened  people,  was  in  a  ftate  of  abfohite  barbarifm,  and 
deftitute  of  thefe  improvements  :  much,  therefore,  is  to  be  expe<£ted 
from  the  continued  exertions  of  the  prudent,  iiiduftrious,  and  i'eii- 
fible  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania,  in  the  courfe  of  the  prefcnt 
century. 

One  remark  mull:  not  be  omitted  here,  and  that  is,  that  in  all  the 
back  country  waters  of  this  State,  even  in  thofe  high  up  in  the 
■mountains,  marine  pctrifadions  are  found  in  great  abundance. 

The  only  fwamps  worth  noticing  arc,  the  Great  Swamp,  between 
Northampton  and  Luzerne  counties,  and  Bxiftaloe  Swamp  in  the  State 
of  New-York,  fome  diftance  north  of  the  Pennfylvania  line.  Thefc 
fwamps,  on  examination  and  furvey,  are  found  to  be  bodies  of  farm 
land,  thickly  covered  with  beach  and  fugar  maple. 

A  conGderable  proportion  of  this  State  may  be  called  mountain- 
ous ;  particularly  the  counties  of  Bedford,  Huntingdon,  Cumber- 
land, part  of  Franklin,  Dauphin,  and  part  of  Bucks  and  Northamp- 
ton, through  which  pafs,  under  various  names,  the  numerous  ridges 
and  fpurs,  which  collectively  form  what  we  chufe  to  call,  for  the 
fake  of  cleamefs,  The  Great  Range  of  Allegany  Mountains.  The 
principal  ridges  in  this  range,  in  Pennfylvania,  are  the  Kittatinny, 
or  Blue  mountains,  which  pafs  north  of  Nazareth  in  Northampton 
county,  and  purine  a  fouth-weft  courfe  acrols  the  Lehigh,  through 
Dauphin  county,  juft  above  Harrilhurg,  thence  on  the  weft  fide  of 
the  Sufquehannah  through  Cumberland  and  Franklin  counties.  Back 
of  thefe,  and  nearly  parallel  with  them,  are  Peter's,  Tufcarra,  and 
Nefcopek  mountains,  on  the  eaft  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  and  on  the 
weft,  Shareman's  hills.  Sideling  hills,  Ragged,  Great  Warriors, 
Evit's  and  Will's  mountains ;  then  the  great  Allegany  ridge,  which 
being  the  largeft,  gives  its  name  to  the  whole  range  ;  weft  of  this  arc 
the  Chefnut  ridges.  Between  the  Juniata  and  the  weft  branch  of  the 
Sufquehannah  are  Jack's,  Tuffy's,  Nittiny,  and  Bald  Eagle  moun- 
tains. The  vales  between  thefe  mountains  are  generally  of  a  rich, 
black  foil,  fuited  to  the  various  kinds  of  grain  and  grafs.  Some  of 
the  mountains  will  admit  of  cultivation  almoft  to  their  tops.  The 
other  parts  of  the  State  are  generally  level,  or  agreeably  variegated 
with  bills  and  val'ies. 

In 
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In  this  connexion,  we  beg  leave  to  introduce  the  remarks  of  JTr* 
Charles  Thompfon,  the  late  fecietary  of  Congrefs,  which  were  fug- 
gefted  on  his  reading  Mr.  Jefferfon's  defcription.of  the  paffage  of  tha 
Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge.  "  The  reHeftions  I  was  led  into 
on  viewing  this  paffage  jof  the  Potomak  through  the  Blue  ridge  were, 
that  this  country  muft  have  fuffered  fome  violent  convulfion,  and 
that  the  face  of  it  muft  have  been  changed  from  what  it  probably 
was  fome  centuries  ago  ;  that  the  broken  and  ragged  faces  of  the 
mountain  on  each  fiJe  the  river;  the  tremendous  rocks,  which 
are  left  with  one  end  fixed  in  the  precipice,  and  the  other  jutting  out 
and  fcemingly  ready  to  fall  for  want  of  fupport ;  the  bed  of  the 
river  for  feveral  miles  below  obftruded,  and  filled  with  the  loofe 
Hones  carried  from  this  mound  ;  in  fliort,  every  thing  on  which  yon 
caft  your  eye  evidently  demonflrates  a  difrupture  and  breach  in  the 
mountain,  and  that,  before  this  happened,  what  is  now  a  fruitful 
vale,  was  formerly  a  great  lake  or  colleftion  of  water,  which  pof- 
fibly  might  have  here  formed  a  mighty  cafcade,  or  had  its  vent  to  the 
ocean  by  the  Sufquehannah,  where  the  Blue  ridge  feems  to  terminate. 
Befides  this,  there  are  other  parts  of  this  country  which  bear  evident 
traces  of  a  like  convulfion.  From  the  beft  accounts  I  have  been  able 
to  obtain,  the  place  where  the  Delaware  now  flows  through  the  Kit- 
tatinny  mountain,  which  is  a  continuation  of  what  is  called  the  North 
ridge,  or  mountain,  was  not  its  original  courfe,  but  that  it  paiTed 
through  what  is  now  called  '  the  Wind-gap,'  a  place  feveral  miles  to 
the  weftward,  and  above  an  hundred  feet  higher  than  the  prefent 
bed  of  the  river.  This  wind-gap  is  about  a  mile  broad,  and  the 
flones  in  it  fuch  as  feem  to  have  been  waflaed  for  ages  by  water  run- 
ning over  them.  Should  this  have  been  the  cafe,  there  muft  have  - 
been  a  large  Jake  behind  that  mountain,  and  by  fome  uncommon 
f  veil  in  the  v;aters,  or  by  fome  convulfion  of  nature,  the  river  mull 
have  opened  its  way  through  a  different  part  of  the  mountain,  and 
meeting  there  with  lefs  obflrudlion,  carried  away  with  the  oppofing 
.pounds  of  earth,  and  deluged  the  country  below  with  the  immenfe 
coUefticn  of  waters,  to  which  this  new  paffage  gave  vent.  Ther» 
are  ftill  remaining,  and  daily  difcovercd,  innumerable  inftances  of 
fuch  a  deluge  on  both  fides  of  the  river,  iifter  it  paffed  the  hills  above 
the  fall  of  Treaton,  and  reached  the  champaign.  On  the  Nevv- 
Jerley  fide,  which  is  natter  than  the  Pennfylvania  fide,  all  the  coun- 
try bdow  Crofwick  hills  feenis  to  have  been  overflowed  to  the  dif« 
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t^nc^  of  fr6m  ten  to  fifteen  miles  back  from  the  river,  and  to  have 
acquired  a  new  foil  by  the  earth  and  clay  brought  down  and  mixed 
■with  the  native  fand.  The  fpot  on  which  Philadelphia  Hands  evi- 
dently appears  to  be  made  ground.  The  difterent  ftrata  through 
which  they  pafs  in  digging  to  water,  the  acorns,  leaves,  and  fome- 
times  branches,  which  are  found  above  twenty  feet  below  the  fur- 
face,  all  feem  to  demonftrate  this.  I  am  informed,  that  at  York- 
town,  in  Virginia,  in  the  bank  of  York  river,  there  arc  different 
llrata  of  fliells  and  earth  one  above  another,  which  feem  to  point  out 
that  the  country  there  has  undergone  feveral  changes ;  that  the  fea 
for  a  fucceffion  of  ages,  occupied  the  place  where  dry  land  no\T 
appears  ;  and  that  the  ground  has  been  fuddenly  railed  at  various 
periods.  What  a  change  would  it  make  in  the  country  below,  fliould 
the  mountains  at  Niagara,  by  any  accident,  be  cleft  afundcr,  and  a 
paflage  fuddenly  opened  to  drain  oft"  the  waters  of  Erie  and  the  Up- 
per lakes  !  While  ruminating  on  thefe  fubjeds,  I  have  often  been 
hurried  away  by  fancy,  and  led  to  imagine,  that  what  is  now  the  bay 
of  Mexico,  was  once  a  champaign  country ;  and  that  from  the  point 
or  cape  of  Florida,  there  was  a  continued  range  of  mountains  through 
Cuba,  Hifpaniola,  Porto  Rico,  Martinique,  Guadaloupe,  Barbadoes, 
and  Trinidad,  till  it  reached  the  coaft  of  America,  and  formed  the 
fliores  which  bounded  the  ocean,  and  guarded  the  country  behind  ; 
that,  by  fome  convulfion  or  fliock  of  nature,  the  fea  had  broken 
through  thefe  mounds,  and  deluged  that  vail  plain,  till  it  reached 
the  foot  of  the  Andes;  that  being  there  heaped  up  by  the  trade  winds, 
always  blowing  from  one  quarter,  it  had  found  its  way  back,  as  it 
continues  to  do,  through  the  gulph  between  Florida  and  Cuba,  car- 
rymg  with  it  the  loom  and  fand  it  may  have  fcooped  from  the  coun- 
try it  had  occupied,  part  of  which  it  may  have  depofited  on  the 
fliores  of  North- America,  and  which  part  formed  the  banks  of  New- 
foundland.— But  thefe  are  only  the  vifions  of  fancy."* 

In  the  neighbourhood  ot  Reading  is  a  fpring  about  fourteen  feet 
deep,  and  about  an  hundred  feet  fquare  ;  a  full  mill  ftream  iflued 
from  it ;  the  waters  are  clear  ami  full  of  fifli  of  different  kinds. 
From  appearances,  it  is  probable  that  this  fpring  is  the  outlet  of  a 
very  confiderable  river,  which  a  mile  and  an  half  or  two  miles  above 
this  place,  finks  into  the  earth,  and  is  apparently  conveyed  to  this 
outlet,  in  a  fubterraneous  channel. 

*  Jefferfon's  Hiftsry  of  Virginia,   Appendix;,  No.  II. 
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In  the  northern  parts  of  Pennfylvania  there  is  a  creek  called  Oil 
Creek,  which  empties  into  the  Allegany  river;  it  ifTues  from  a  fpring, 
on  the  top  of  which  floats  an  oil,  fimilar  to  that  called  Barbadoes  tar, 
and  from  vvhich  one  man  may  gather  feveral  gallons  in  a  day.  The 
troops  fent  to  guard  the  weftern  pofts  halted  at  this  fpnng,  colleded 
forae  of  the  oil,  and  bathed  their  joints  with  it.  This  gave  them 
great  relief  from  the  rheumatic  complaints  with  which  tiiey  were  af- 
fected ;  the  waters,  of  which  the  troops  drank  freely,  operated  as  a 
gentle  cathartic. 

There  are  three  remarkable  grottos,  or  caves,  in  this  State ;  one 
nearCarhfle,  in  Cuinberland  county  ;  one  in  the  townfliip  of  Durham, 
m  Bucks  county  ;  and  the  other  at  Swetara,  in  Lancafler  county  ;  the 
latter  is  on  the  eaft  bank  of  Swetara  river,  about  two  miles  above  its 
confluence  with  the  Sufquehannah.  Its  aperture  is  under  a  pretty 
high  bank,  and  from  fifteen  to  twenty  feet  wide,  and  from  feven  to 
ten  in  height.  You  enter,  by  a  gradual  defcent,  fo  low,  as  that  the 
furface  of  the  river  is  rather  higher  than  the  bottom  of  the  cave, 
and  in  your  progrefs  pafs  through  a  number  of  paflages  and  apart- 
ments of  various  dimenlions,  fome  low  and  narrow,  others  very 
high  and  fpacious,  vaulted  by  magnificent  canopies,  fretted  with  a 
variety  of  depending  petrifaftions,  fome  of  which  are  drawn  to  a 
great  length,  by  means  of  the  conftant  exudation  and  accretion  of 
petrifying  matter,  till  folid  pillars  have  been  gradually  formed.  Thefe 
appear  as  fupports  to  the  roof,  which  is  of  folid  lime  llone,  perhaps 
twenty  feet  thick.  Thirty  years  ago  there  were  ten  fuch  pillars, 
each  fix  inches  in  diameter,  and  fix  feet  high,  all  fo  ranged,  that 
the  place  they  enclofed  refembled  a  fanftuary  in  a  Roman  church  j 
no  royal  throne  ever  exhibited  more  grandeur  than  this  lu/us  7iatura, 
The  relemblances  of  feveral  monuments  are  found  indented  in  the 
walls  on  the  fides  of  the  cave,  which  appear  like  the  tombs  of  de- 
parted "heroes.  Sufpended  from  the  roof  is  '  the  bell,'  which  is 
nothing  more  than  a  ftone  projeded  in  an  unufual  form,  fo  called 
from  the  found  it  occafions  when  ftruck,  which  is  fimilar  to  that  of 
a  bell. 

Some  of  the  ftalaiStites  are  of  a  colour  like  fugar-candy^  and  others 
refemble  loaf-fugar  ;  but  their  beauty  is  much  defaced  by  the  fmoke 
of  the  torches  which  are  frequently  employed  in  condufting  the  cu- 
rious traveller  through  this  gloomy  recefs.  The  water,  which  is 
exudated  through  the  roof,  runs  down  the  declivity,  and  is  both 
pleafant  and  vvhokfonie  to  drink.     There  are  feveral  holes  in  the 
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bottom  of  the  cave  defcending  perpendicularly,  perhaps  hito  an 
abyfs  below,  which  renders  it  dangerous  to  walk  without  a  light. 
At  the  end  of  the  cave  is  a  pretty  brook,  which,  after  a  fliort  courfe, 
lofes  itfelf  among  the  rocks.  Beyond  this  brook  is  an  ouiict  front 
the  cave  by  a  very  narrow  aperture.  1  Inough  this  the  vapours  con- 
tinually pafs  outwards  with  a  flrong  current  of  air  and  afcend,  re- 
fembling  at  night  the  fmoke  of  a  furnace.  Part  of  thefe  vapours 
and  fogs  appear,  on  afcendirig,  to  be  condenfed  at  the  head  of  this 
great  alembic,  and  the  more  volatile  parts  to  be  carried  olV  through 
the  aperture  communicating  with  the  exterior  air  before-mentioned, 
by  the  force  of  the  air  in  its  j'allagc. 

On  a  high  hill,  near  the  Tyoga  river,  a  little  to  the  fouthward 
of  the  line  which  divides  New-York  trom  Pennlylvania,  arc 
the  rem.ains  of  an  ancient  fortification.  The  form  of  it  is  cir- 
cular, and  it  is  encompafled  with  an  entrenchment;  the  entrench- 
ment only  remains.  The  Indians  are  entirely  ignoiant  of  the  origin 
of  thefe  works.  The  hill  is  an  excellent  lituation  for  a  fort,  and 
commands  a  delightful  view  of  the  counMy  around  if,  whirli  is  low 
and  fertile.  There  is  a  fortification  of  a  fimilar  kind  at  I'^nadilla,  in 
the  flat  lands,  and  they  arc  numerous  in  the  wciiern  counties. 

SOIL,  PRODUCTIONS,  TRADE,  MANUFACTURES,  &c. 

Thefoilof  Pennfylvania  isof  variouskinds;  in  fome  parts  it  isbarren: 
a  great  proportion  of  the  State  is,  however,  good  land,  and  no  incon- 
fiderable  part  is  very  good  :  perhaps  the  proportion  of  the  tirft  rate 
land  is  not  greater  in  any  of  the  United  States.  The  richeft  part 
of  the  State  tliat  is  fettled  is  Lancafter  county,  and  the  valU-y  thi  ough 
Cumberland,  York,  and  Franklin.  The  richeft  that  is  unfettled,  is 
between  Allegany  river  and  lake  Erie,  in  the  north-weft  corner  ot  the 
State,  and  in  the  country  on  the  heads  of  the  eaftern  branches  of  the 
Allegany.  Of  this  fine  traft,  near  one  hundred  thoufand  acres,  lying 
on,  and  near  French  Creek,  are  for  fale  by  the  State.  The  conve- 
nient communications  through  this  creek  into  the  Allegany,  and 
from  the  Allegany  through  various  creeks  and  ri\ers  to  the  Sufque- 
hannah  and  Potomak,  have  already  been  mentioned. 

The  fouth  fide  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  beft  fettled  land  throughout, 
owing  entirely  to  the  circumftance  of  the  weftern  road  having  been 
run  by  the  armies,  prior  to  1762,  through  the  towns  of  Lancifter, 
Carlifle,  and  Bedford,  and  thence  to  Pitt|burgh.  For  the  purpofe  of 
turning  the  tide  of  fettlcrs  from  this  old  channel  into  the  unlettlcd 
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parts  of  the  State,  the  government  and  landed  intcrcft  of  Pennfyl- 
vania  have  been,  and  are  ftill  bufy  in  cutting  convenient  roads, 
Puring  the  fummer  of  1788  they  run  a  road  north,  from  a  former 
road  beyond  Bethlehem,  to  the  north  portage  between  the  Delaware  and 
Sufquehannah  ;  and  thence  north  eighty  degrees  weft  to  the  mouth 
of  the  Tyoga,  the  firft  is  feventy  miles,  and  the  laft  above  fi^ty.  It  is 
now  in  contemplation  to  cut  a  road  from  Sunbury,  at  the  forks  of 
the  eaft  and  weft  branches  of  the  Sufquehannah  ;  weft  one  hundred 
and  fifty  miles  to  the  mouth  of  Toby's  creek,  which  empties  into  the 
Allegany  river  from  the  eaft.  This  road  will  be  through  a  trad  of 
rich  land,  now  for  fale  by  the  State.  A  road  is  alfo  cut  from  the 
mouth  of  the  Tyoga,  fouthward,  to  the  mouth  of  the  Loyal,  a  branch 
of  the  weft  branch  of  the  Sufquehannah.  Another  road  is  cut  from 
Huntingdon  town,  on  Franks'  town  branch  of  the  Juniata,  weftward 
thirty  miles  to  Conemagh,  a  navigable  branch  of  the  Allegany. 

Thus  the  well-judged  policy  of  this  State  is  paving  the  way  for 
the  fettlement  of  all  their  wafte  lands  5  and  to  evidence  their  bene- 
volence, and  their  wifties  to  have  the  advantages  of  education  in- 
crcafed  and  more  extenfively  enjoyed,  they  have  allotted  fixty  thoufand 
acres  of  theie  wafte  lands  for  the  ufe  of  public  fchools  ;  and  above 
lixty  thonfand  more  have  been  granted  for  that  purpofe,  and  to  the 
focieties  eftabliftied  for  the  promotion  of  knowledge,  the  arts,  re- 
ligion, &CC.  A  confiderable  part  of  the  lands  of  this  State  remain  at 
prefent  for  fa!e  by  the  public.  The  Pennfylvanians  having  no  dif- 
putes  with  the  Indians  about  boundaries,  and  all  the  lands  within 
the  State  being  purchafed  at  a  fair  and  open  treaty,  and  there  being 
fome  feillemcrits  weflward  of  the  Pennfylvania  line,  there  is  little 
apprehenfion  of  the  Indians  any  where,  and  in  moft  parts  of  the 
State  no  danger  at  all. 

Among  the  natural  advantages  of  Pennfylvania,  her  almoft  in- 
numerable mil!  feats  ought  not  to  be  omitted  ;  they  are  conveniently 
diftributed  by  Providence  throughout  the  State,  and  afford  the 
means  of  eftablifliing,  every  fpecies  of  mill  work  and  labour- faving 
machines,  to  meet  the  produce  and  raw  materials  almoft  at  the  far- 
mers doors.  In  the  prefent  fituation  of  this  country,  wanting  hands 
for  farming,  and  in  the  prefent  ftate  of  manufadures,  when  inge- 
nious mechanifiu  is  every  day  and  every  where  invented  to  leflen  the 
neceflity  for  manual  labour,  this  natural  advantage  muft  appear  of 
ineftimable  importance.  Hemp  and  flax  are  among  the  moft  profitable 
produdions  of  the  rich  midland  and  new  counties,  i/je  cream  of  which 
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"js  yet  to  be  fkimmed.  It  is  therefore  a  moll  pleafing  fadl,  that  they 
have  in  this  State  the  full-lized  and  complete  movements  or  works  of 
a  water  mill  and  machinery,  to  ihver,  rove  and  fpin  flax  and  hemp 
into  threads  or  yarns,  fit  for  linen  of  thirty  cuts  to  the  pound,  or 
any  coarfer  kind,  flieetings,  towelling,  fail  cloth,  olnabuighs,  twine, 
and  the  ftrans  or  yarns  for  cordage.  The  fame  machinery  is  calcu- 
lated for  the  roving  or  preparing,  and  fpinning  of  combed  wool 
into  worfted  yarn.  They  have  alfo  the  movements  and  complete 
machinery  of  Sir  Richard  Arkwright's  water  mill  for  Ipinning  yarns  of 
cotton.  And  though  the  climate  of  this  State  is  not  fit  for  cultivating 
that  raw  material,  yet  cotton  can  be  raifed  with  profit  in  cveiy  State 
in  the  Union  fouthvvard  of  Fennfylvania,  and  imported  from  the  £afl 
and  Weft  Indies. 

It  is  certain,  that  this  extraordinary  capacity  of  the  country  for 
mechanical  works  has  either  called  forth,  in  an  unufual  degree,  the 
mechanical  powers  of  the  human  mind,  or  tliat  Providence  has  be- 
llowed upon  the  people  of  this  and  the  fifter  States  an  uncommon 
portion  of  this  talent,  which  its  nature  and  fituation  require.  Rit- 
TENHousE  and  Franklin  ftand  unrivalled  in  mechanical  philofo- 
phy  :  and  thofe  who  know  the  country  are  well  informed,  that  to  thefe 
two  great  names  we  could  add  a  confiderable  lift  of  philofophical  and 
practical  mechanics,  in  a  variety  of  branches. 

So  many  of  the  neceifary  and  convenient  arts  and  trades  depend 
upon  the  plenty  and  cheapnefs  of  fuel,  that  it  appears  proper  to  take 
notice  of  this  article.  Till  the  revolution,  the  dependence  of  the 
people  was  almoft  entirely  upon  wood  fuel,  of  which,  in  the  moft 
populous  places,  there  is  ftill  a  great  abundance,  and  in  all  interior 
fituations  immenfe  quantities  ;  but  the  increafe  of  man\ifaftures  has 
occafioned  the  inhabitants  to  turn  their  attention  to  coal :  of  this  ufeful 
foffil,  Providence  has  given  them  very  great  quantities  in  the  middle 
and  weftern  country.  In  the  vicinity  of  Wyoming,  on  the  Sufque- 
hannab,  is  one  bed  of  the  open  burning  kind,  and  of  the  moft  in- 
tenfe  heat.  On  the  head  waters  of  Schuylkill  and  Lehigh  are  fome 
confiderable  bodies.  At  the  head  of  the  weftern  branch  of  Sufijue- 
hannah  is  a  moft  extenfive  body,  which  ftretches  over  the  country 
fouth-weftwardly,  fo  as  to  be  found  in  the  grcateft  plenty  at 
Pittftiurgh,  where  the  Allegany  and  Youghiogeny  unite,  and 
form  the  head  of  the  Ohio.  All  the  coal  has  hitherto  been 
accidentally  found  on  the  furface  of  the  earth,  or  difco\cred 
m  the  digging  of  common  cellars,    fo   that  when   the  wood   fuel 
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ihall  become  fcarce,  and  the  European  methods  of  boring  Ihall 
be  Ikilfully  purfued,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its  being  found  in 
many  other  places.  At  prefent,  the  ballafting  of  fliips  from  coal 
countries  abroad,  and  the  coal  mines  in  Virginia,  which  lie  conve- 
nient to  (hip  navigation,  occafion  a  good  deal  of  coal  to  be  brought 
to  the  Philadelphia  market.  From  this  great  abundance  and  variety 
of  fuel  itrefults,  that  Pennfylvania,  and  the  United  States  in  general, 
aj-e  well  fuited  to  all  manufadories  that  ai-e  eifecled  by  fire,  fuch  as 
furnaces,  foundaries,  forges,  glafs-houfes,  breweries,  diftilleries,  iieel 
works,  fmith  fiiops,  and  all  other  manufactories  in  metal,  foap 
boilings,  pot  zih  works,  fugar  and  other  reiineries,  6cc.  he. 

Ship  building  is  a  bufincfs  in  which  the  port  of  Philadelphia  ex- 
ceeds moft  parts  of  the  world.  Mafts,  fpars,  timber,  and  plank,  noi 
only  from  their  own  State  and  the  other  States  on  the  Delaware,  are 
conftantly  for  fale  in  their  market  ;  but  the  mulberry  of  the  Cheia- 
peak,  and  the  evergreen  or  live  oak  and  red  cedar  of  the  Carolinas 
and  Georgia,  are  fo  abundantly  imported,  that  nine-tenths  of  their 
veffels  are  built  of  them.  No  veffels  are  better  than  thefe.  A  live 
cak  and  cedar  fhip  of  two  hundred  tons,  carpenter's  meafurementj 
can  be  fitted  to  lake  in  a  cargo  for  fourteen  pounds  currency  per  ton  ; 
and  there  is  not  a  port  in  Europe  in  which  an  oak  fliip  can  be 
equally  well  built  and  fitted  for  twenty  pounds  per  ton  currency,  or 
twelve  pounds  fterling.  This  faft  may  appear  douby^ulor  extraordi- 
nary, but  it  is  certainly  true  ;  and  it  is  greatly  in  favour  of  the  fliip 
carpenters  and  other  tradefmen  employed  in  fitting  and  building  fliips, 
as  well  as  merchants  and  farmers,  vvhofe  interefts  are  fo  much  con- 
nected with  navigation. 

The  diftance  of  Philadelphia  from  the  fea  has  been  made  an  ob- 
jeftion  by  fome,  and  the  clofing  of  the  river  by  the  ice,  which  hap- 
pens almoft  every  winter.  Amfterdam,  the  greateft  port  in  Europe, 
is  inacceffible  in  winter.  But  it  is  a  fa£V,  that,  notwithftandmg  thefe 
objections,  their  veiTels  make  as  many  Welt-India  voyages  as  thofe 
of  the  two  other  principal  fea  ports  of  the  Middle  States ;  and  though 
the  river  is  frozen  from  three  to  nine  weeks  almoft  every  winter,  yet 
there  are  occafional  openings,  which  give  opportunities  tor  fleets  of 
merchantmen  to  go  out  and  come  in.  The  ilne  corn  and  provifion 
country  which  lies  near  Philadelphia,  enables  the  merchants  to  load 
their  veffels  in  the  winter,  and  the  market  is  regulaily  fupplied  with 
flour,  poik,  beef,  himber,  ftaves,  iron,  and  many  other  of  their  prin-; 

cipal 
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dpal  articles  of  exportation.  Little  time  is  therefore  loj},  and  their 
trade- increafes.  The  crop  of  17 S9,  anil  the  other  exports  from  the 
harvefl;  of  that  year  to  that  ot  i7-;o,  it  was  fuppofed,  would  load  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thoufand  tons  of  fliipping.  A  very  extenfivc 
back  country,  and  many  large  bodies  of  new  lands,  are  fettling  faft, 
which  muft  fend  their  produce  to  the  Philadelphia  market. 

The  produce,  manufactures,  and  exports  of  Pennfylvania  arc 
very  many  and  vanous;  viz.  wheat,  flour,  middlings,  fliip  ftuff,  bran, 
fiiorts,  fiiip  bieid,  white  water  bifcuit,  rye,  rye  flour,  lleel,  Indian 
corn  or  mage,  Indian  meal,  buck-wheat,  buck-wheat  mca!,  bar 
and  pig  iron,  nail  rods,  nails,  iron  hoops,  rolled  iron,  tire,  gun- 
powder, cannon  ball,  iron  cannon,  mufquets,  fliips,  boats,  oar?, 
handfpikes,  mafts,  fpars,  (hip  timber,  fliip  blocks^  cordage,  fquarc 
timber,  fcantling,  plank,  boards,  ftave?,  heading,  fhingles,  wooden 
hoops,  tanners  bark,  corn  fans,  coopers  ware?,  bricks,  coarfc 
earthen  or  potters  ware,  a  veiy  little  ordinary  itone  ware,  ghie, 
parchment,  fiioes,  boots,  fole  leather,  upper  leather,  drefled 
deer  and  flieep  Ikins,  and  gloves  and  garments  of  the  fame,  fine 
hats,  qpany  common,  and  a  few  conrfe ;  thread,  cotton,  worfled 
and  yarn  hofiery,  fine  writing,  wrapping,  blotting,  flieathing, 
nnd  hanging  paper,  flationarv,  playing  cards,  copper,  filver  and 
gold,  clocks  and  watches,  mufical  inflrnments,  fiiuff,  manufaftured 
tobacco,  chocolate,  mvdiard  feed  and  muftard,  ftarch,  hair  powder, 
flax  feed,  flax  feed  oil,  flax,  hemp,  wool,  and  cotton  cards,  pickled 
beef,  pork,  ftiad,  herrings,  tongues  and  fturgeon,  hams  and  other 
bacon,  tallow,  hogs  lard,  butter,  cheefe,  candles,  foap,  bees-wax, 
loaf  fugar,  pot  and  pearl  afli,  rum  and  other  ftrong  liquors,  beer, 
porter,  hops,  winter  and  fummer  barley,  oats,  fpelts,  onions,  pota-- 
toec,  turnips,  cabbages,  carrots,  parfnips,  red  and  white  clover,  ti- 
mothy, and  mofl:  European  vegetables  and  grafles,  apples,  peaches, 
plums,  pears,  apricots,  grapes,  both  native  and  imported,  and  other 
European  fruits,  working  and  pleafurable  carriages,  horfes,  black 
cattle,  flieep,  hogs,  wood  for  cabinet-makers,  lime-flone,  coal,  free- 
fone, and  marble. 

Some  of  thefe  produL^ions  are  fine,  fome  indifferent;  fomc  of  the 
mamifaClures  are  conCdcrable,  for  a  young  country,  circumftanced  as 
this  has  been,  fome  inconfiderable  ;  but  they  are  enumerated  to  fliovsr 
the  general  nature  of  the  State,  and  the  various  purfuits  of  the  inha- 
bitants. In  addition  to  them  we  may  mention,  that  a  lead  mine  nnd 
two  or  three  fah  fprings  have  been  difcovered  in  the  new  countiy, 
"shich  will  no  doubt  be  worked,  as  foon  as  the  dsmand  for  thcfe  ar- 
ticle 
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tides  to  the  weftward  increafes.  We  ought  alfo  to  notice  the  great 
forefts  for  inaking  pot  and  pearl  afli.  Mai'ble  is  found  in  many  parts 
of  the  State. 

The  manufactures  of  Pennfylvania  haVe  incrcafed  exceedingly 
within  a  few  years,  as  well  by  mafter  workmen  and  journeymen  from 
Europe,  as  by  the  increafed  Ikill  and  induftry  of  their  own  citizens^ 
Houfehold  or  family  manufactures  have  greatly  advanced,  and  va- 
luable acquifitions  have  been  made  of  implements  and  machinery  to 
fave  labour,  either  imported,  or  invented  in  the  United  States.  The 
hand  machines  for  carding  and  fpinning  cotton  have  been  introduced 
by  Europeans,  and  improved  upon;  and  ihey  have  lately  obtained 
the  water  mill  for  fpinning  cotton,  and  a  water  miJl  for  flax,  which 
is  applicable  alfo  to  fpinning  hemp  and  wool.  Thefe  machines  pro- 
mife  an  early  eliablifljment  of  the  cotton,  linen,  and  hempen 
branches,  and  muft  be  of  very  great  fervice  in  the  woollen  branch. 
Additional  employment  for  weavers,  dyers,  bleachers,  and  other 
manufaftuiers,  muft  be  the  confequence.  Paper  mills,  gunpowder 
Kiills,  fleel  works,  rolling  and  flitting  m.ills,  printing  figured  goods 
of  paper,  linen,  and  cotton,  coach  making,  book  printing,  and  fe- 
vcral  other  branches,  are  wonderfully  advanced,  and  every  month 
feems  to  extend  the  old  manufaftures,  or  to  introduce  new  ones. 
There  are  upwards  of  fifty  paper  mills  in  Pennfylvania  which  work 
materials  of  no  intrinfic  value.  The  manufactures  from  the  mills  arc 
computed  at  two  hundred  and  fifty  thoufand  dollars.  The  hands  em- 
ployed in  them  do  not  exceed  three  hundred.  It  is  calculated  that 
their  paper  mills  alone  indemnify  them  for  five-eighths  of  their  quota 
of  the  expenfes  of  the  general  government,  and  the  interefl  of  the 
public  debt. 

The  advancement  of  the  agriculture  of  Pennfylvania  is  the  beft 
proof  that  can  be  given  of  the  comfort  and  happinefs  it  atlbrds  to  its 
farming,  manufacturing,  and  trading  citizens.  In  the  year  1786^  their 
exports  of  flour  were  one  hundred  and  fifty  thou  land  barrels,  exclu- 
five  of  many  other  articles;  in  1787,  they  were  two  hundred 
two  thoufand  barrels  ;  in  1788,  they  were  two  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  barrels;  and  in  17S9,  they  were  three  hundred  and 
fixty-nine  thoufand  fix  hundred  and  eighteen  barrels,  which 
exceeds  any  export  e\'er  made  in  the  times  of  the  province 
or  in  the  times  of  the  commonwealth.  Since,  that  period  they 
have  increafed  in  a  like  prcporticin.  The  produce  of  flax  is  in- 
creafed in  a  much  greater  degree,  and  that  of  wool  is  confiderably 
more  than  it  was  before  the  revolution.  A  new  article  is  likely  to 
fee  added  to  the  lift  of  their  produ«Stioas,  which  is  fugar,  made  of 
■2  the 
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the  ninplc-tree.  It  has  been  proved  by  many  fair  and  careful  experi- 
ments, that  it  is  in  tlie  power  of  a  fuhftantial  farmer  tliat  has  a  fa- 
mily about  him,  eafily  to  make  twelve  hundred  weight  of  this  fujjar 
every  fealon,  without  hiring  any  additional  hands,  or  any  utcnfilsbut 
thofe  that  are  neceffary  ior  hiS  family  and  farm  ufe.  The  time  in 
which  it  can  be  made  is  from  the  nnddle  of  February  to  the  end  of 
March,  when  farmers  in  this  country  have  very  lirtle  to  do,  as  it  is 
too  eai'ly  to  plough  or  dig*  The  j^ice  of  fugar  being  lower  here  than 
in  Europej  this  article  may  be  reckoned  at  one  hundred  Mexican 
dollars  per  annum  to  every  careful  and  Ikilful  farmer,  that  owns  land 
bearing  the  fugar  maple.  Of  thefe  there  are  feme  uiillions  of  acres  in 
Pennlylvania  and  the  adjacent  State:,  and  at  leait  one  or  two  millions 
belonging  to  this  State  for  fale.  It  feems  alfo  highly  probable  that 
this  valuable  tree  may  be  tranfplanted,  and  thus  be  obtained  by  al- 
Jfnoft  any  farmer  in  the  State,  and  that  men  of  property,  who  will 
purchafe  kettles  and  hire  hands  for  the  above  fliort  period,  may  make 
large  quantities. 

No  difficulty  lies  in  the  way  of  any  perfon  who  defires  to  become  a 
free  and  equal  citizen  of  this  State.  On  the  day  of  his  landing  he  may 
buy  a  farm,  a  houfej  merchandize,  or  raw  materials  ;  he  may  open 
a  work-fliop,  a  counting-houfe,  an  office,  or  any  other  place  of  law- 
ful bufinefs,  and  purine  his  calling  without  any  hindrance,  or  the 
payment  of  any  fum  of  money  to  the  public.  The  right  of  eleft- 
ing,  and  being  eleded,  which  does  not  afFeft  his  bufineis  or  his 
fafety,  is  not  granted  till  the  expiration  of  two  years,  which  pru- 
dence requires, 

A  privilege,  almoft  peculiar  to  this  State,  has  been  granted  to  fo- 
reigners by  the  legiflature  ;  that  of  buying  and  holding  lands  and 
houfes  within  this  Commonwealth,  without  relinqviifliing  their  alle- 
giance to  the  country  in  which  they  were  born,  or  changing  their 
refidence.  They  can  fell  or  bequeath  the  lands,  receive  the  rents, 
and,  in  ftiort,  have  every  territorial  and  pecuniary  right  that  a  natu- 
ral-born Pennfylvanian  has  ;  but  no  civil  rights.  As  they  profels  to 
owe  allegiance  to  a  foreign  prince  or  government,  and  relide  in  a  fo- 
reign country,  where  they  of  courfe  have  civil  rights,  they  cannot 
claim,  nor  ought  tliey  to  defire,  them  here,  fince  no  man  can  feive 
two  maftcrs.  If  they  chufe,  at  any  time  after  purchafe,  to  fettle  In 
this  country  and  make  themlelves  citizens  ;  or  if  they  chufe  to  give 
their  eftate  to  a  child,  or  other  perfon,  who  will  do  fc,  either  of  them 
may  become  citizens  to  all  intents  and  purpofcs. 

Vol.  II,  3  G  Snch 
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Such  is  the  prefent  fituation  of  things  in  Pennfylvania,  which  rs 
more  or  lefs  the  fame  in  feveral  other  of  the  American  States,  viz. 
Diftrid  of  Maine,  New-Hampfliire,  Vermont,  New-York,  Virginia, 
the  Carolinas,  and  Georgia ;  but  though  not  fo  in  the  reft,  the  prin- 
cipal difference  is,  that  they  are  fo  fully  peopled,  that  there  are  few 
new  lands  of  any  value  unfold,  aiid  farming  lands,  that  are  improved, 
are  of  courfe  dearer.  In  thofe  States,  however,  agriculture,  com- 
meixe,  manufatfures,  the  fifheries,  and  navigation,  afford  comfor- 
table fubhftence  and  ample  rewards  of  profit  to  the  induftrious  and 
1\'ell-difpofed,  amidft  the  bleffings  of  civil  and  religious  liberty. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

Pennfylvania  is  divided  into  twenty-two  counties,  which,  with 
their  county  town,  fituation,  &c.  are  mentioned  in  the  fol- 
lowing table,  as  alfo  the  various  kinds  of  mines  and  minerals  ia 

the  State  s 


Couuties. 

Chief  Towns. 

Situation. 

Settle 

Mines,  &c. 

Philadelphia 

Philadelphia 

on  Delawa.  R. 

All 

Chelter 

Weft-Cheiter 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore 

Delaware 

Chefler 

ditto 

All 

Bucks 

Newtown 

ditto 

All 

Iron  ore  &  lead 

Montgomery 

Norriftown 

on  Schuylk  R. 

All 

Iron  ore 

Lancaller 

Lancafler 

on  Sufqueh.R. 

All 

Iron  oi-e  &  cop. 

Dauphin 

Harifburgh 

ditto 

3 

4 

Iron  ore 

Berks 

Reading 

on  Schuylk  R. 

3 

l.ore,co.  mi.&rc. 

Northampton 

Eafton 

on  Delawa.  R. 

3 
4- 

Iron  ore 

Luzerne 

Wilklburgh 

on  Sufqueh.R. 

3 
4- 

Lore,  CO. mi. &c. 

York 

York 

ditto 

4 

Iron  ore 

Cumberland 

Carlifle 

ditto 

3 

4. 

1.  ore  &  lead  mi. 

Northumberland 

Sunbury 

on w. bran.Su. 

*    I 
To 

Lore,  faltfi). 

Franklin 

Chamberllon 

on  Sufqueh.R. 

S 

4 

Iron  ore 

Bedford 

Bedford 

on  Juniata R. 

I, 

Iron  mines,  &c. 

Huntington 

Huntington 

ditto 

I 

5 

Coal  &  lead  mi. 

Mifflin 

Lewilburgh 

ditto 

1 
4. 

Iron  ore 

Weftmorland 

Greenfburgh 

on  Allegan.  R. 

T 

4. 

Coat  mines 

Fayette 

Union 

on  Mcnonga.  i 

I 

2 

Coal  &c  iron  mi. 

^^''afhington 

Wafhington 

S.W.cor.  State 

I 

ditto,          ditto 

Allegany 

Pittfburgh 

on  Allegany  R.'  -J    | 

ditto,           ditto 

*  A  very  large  proportion  of  the  vacant  lands  in  the  State  are  Ja  this  county  (Norihum- 
berlind^  to  the  amount  of  eight  miliions  of  acres. 
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C  H  IE  F      T  O  W  N  S. 

PHILADELPHIA. 

The  city  of  Philadelphia,  capital  of  the  State  of  Pennfylvania,  and 
the  prefent  feat  of  government  of  the  United  States  of  America,  lies 
in  latitude  39°  56'  north,  and  longitude  75  B'  4;''  weft  from  Green- 
wich, upon  the  weftern  bank  of  the  river  Pelawarc,  which  is  here 
but  a  mile  in  breadth,  about  one  hundred  and  twenty  miles  from  the 
Atlantic  ocean,  by  the  courfe  of  the  bay  and  river,  about  fitty-five 
miles  from  the  fea,  in  a  fouth-eatluard  direction. 

It  was  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  the  fiift  proprietary  and  founder 
of  the  province,  in  the  year  16S3,  and  fettled  by  a  colony  from  Eng- 
land, which  arrived  in  that  and  the  preceding  years,  and  was  in- 
creafed  by  a  conftant  and  regular  influx  of  foreigners,  to  fo  great  a 
degree,  that  in  lefs  than  a  century,  and  within  the  life-time  of  the 
firft  perfon  born  withm  it  of  Europ>ean  parents,  it  was  computed  to 
contain  fixthoufand  houfes  and  forty  thoufand  inhabitants  in  the  city 
and  fuburbs. 

The  ground  plot  of  the  city  is  an  oblong  fquare,  about  one  mile 
rorth  and  iouth,  and  two  miles  eaft  and  weft,  lying  in  the  narroweft 
part  of  the  ifthmus  between  the  Delaware  and  Schuylkill  rivers, 
about  five  miles  in  a  right  line  above  their  confluence.  The  plain  is  i"o 
nearly  level,  except  upon  the  bank  of  the  Dtlaware,  that  flrt  and  la- 
bour were  necelfary  to  dig  common  fevvers  and  wat^rcoui  les  in  mriny 
places  to  drain  the  ftreets.  In  the  beginning  of  this  lettlement  it  was 
expelled,  that  the  fronts  on  both  rivers  would  be  fiift  improved  for 
the  convenience  of  trade  and  navigation,  and  that  the  buildings  woul4 
extend  gradually  in  the  rear  of  er.ch,  until  they  would  meet  and  form 
one  town  extending  from  eaft  to  weft;  but  experience  foon  convinced 
the  fettlers  that  the  Delaware  front  was  alone  fuflicient  for  quays  and 
landing  places,  and  that  the  Schuylkill  lay  at  too  great  a  diftance  to 
form  part  of  the  town  on  its  banks ;  whence  it  followed  that  the 
town  increafed  northward  and  fouthward  of  the  origmal  plot,  on  the 
Delaware  front,  and  now  occupies  a  fpace  near  three  miles  ia 
length,  north  and  Iouth,  while  the  buildings  in  the  middle,  where 
they  are  moft  extended,  do  not  reach  a  mile  from  the  Deliware, 

The  city  has  been  twice  incorporated,  and  the  limits  thereof  re- 
drained  to  the  oblong  originally  laid  out  by  William  Penn,  without 
including  the  northern  or  fouthern  fubuibs.    This  plot  is  interleited 

3G  a  by 
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by  a  number  of  flreets  at  right  angles  with  each  other,  nine  of  which 
run  eaft  and  weft  from  Delaware  to  SchuyJkiil,  and  twenty-three 
north  and  foutb,  crofling  the  firft  at  right  angles,  forming  one  hun- 
hundred  and  eighty-four  fquares  of  lots  for  buildings.  The  ftreets 
running  eaft  and  weft  are  named,  except  High  ftreet,  near  the  middle 
of  the  city,  from  the  trees  found  in  the  country  upon  the  arrival  of 
the  colony ;  Vine,  Saftafras,  Mulberry,  High,  Chefnut,  Walnut, 
Spruce,  Pine,  and  Cedar  ftrcets,  and  thofe  running  north  and  fouth 
ironi  their  numeral  order,  Front,  Second,  Third,  Fourth,  &c.  to 
Broad  ftreet,  which  is  midway  between  the  two  rivers.  In  deeds, 
and  other  defcriptive  writings,  which  require  exaiStnels,  thefe  ftreets 
have  the  Delaware  or  Schuylkill  prefixed  to  their  numeral  names,  to 
diftinguifli  to  which  front  they  belong ;  as  Delaware  Second  ftreet, 
&c.  but  as  there  are  very  few  buildmgs  weftward  of  Broad  ftreet,  this 
addition  is  never  made  in  common  converfation,  but  when  they  are 
named  they  are  underftood  of  the  Delaware  front,  unlefs  Schuylkill 
be  added. 

Of  thefe.  High  ftreet  is  one  hundred  feet,  Broad  ftreet  one  hundred 
and  thirteen,  Mulberry  lixty,  and  all  the  others  fifty  feet  wide. 
Within  the  improved  parts  of  the  city  they  are  paved  in  the  middle 
with  pebble  ftones  for  carts  and  carriages,  which  ufually  contain 
three-fifths  of  the  whole  breadth,  and  on  each  fide  with  bricks  for 
foot  pafTengers  ;  between  the  brick  and  ftone  pavements  are  gutters, 
paved  with  brick,  to  carry  dff  the  water,  and  the  foot  ways  are  de- 
fended from  the  approach  of  carriages  by  rows  of  pofts  placed 
without  the  gutters,  at  the  diftance  of  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  each 
other, 

Befides  the  forementioned  ftreets,  there  are  many  others  not 
originally  laid  down  in  the  plot,  the  moft  public  of  which  are  Water 
ftreet  and  Dock  ftreet.  Water  ftieet  is  thirty  feet  wide,  running  be- 
low the  bank,  at  the  diftance  of  about  forty  feet  eaftward  from  and 
parallel  to  Front  ftieet,  extending  from  the  north  line  of  the  city 
Southward  to  the  bridge  over  the  clock,  which  was  formerly  a  draw 
bridge,  and  retains  that  name  in  common  ufe,  althongh  it  was  con- 
verted jnto  a  ftone  prch  above  thirty  years  fince  ;  from  the  bridge  it 
is  foj  ty  feet  wide  in  a  fight  line  to  Pine  ftreet,  and  leaves  a  row  of 
houfes  vvitl)out  yards,  on  ihe  bank,  in  its  whole  length,  between  it 
^nd  F'OPt  ftreet ;  Iputhward  of  Pine  ftreet,  there  is  an  offset  of  about 
eighty  fegt  eaftward,  and  the  ftreet  from  thence  to  Cedar  ftreet  is 
foity-five  feet  wide,  and  called  Pcnn  ftreet.  This  ftreet,  in  the  or;- 
g;inal  plan,  was  intended  only  |or  a  cart  way  to  accommodate  the 

wharfs 
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wharfs  and  ftore<;  to  be  creeled  under  the  bank,  and  not  to  rife  more 
than  four  feet  above  it,  fo  as  to  leave  the  rivei  open  to  the  view  frora 
the  weft  fide  of  Front  flreet  ;  but  the  inhabitants  were  loon  con- 
vinced that  the  ground,  on  both  ftiects,  wns  too  vahiable  to  be  kept 
unimproved,  in  any  degree,  merely  for  the  lake  of  a  prufpeft,  and 
it  is  clofely  built  with  lofty  houfcs,  except  a  very  few  vacancies  here 
and  there,  throughout  the  whole  front  on  both  fides,  and  commodi- 
ous wharfs  are  extended  into  the  river,  at  which  the  largeft  fliips  that 
ufe  the  port,  can  lie  in  fafety  to  difcharge  and  receive  their  cargoes 
and  are  defended  from  the  ice  in  u  iiiter  by  the  piers,  made  of  logs 
extending  into  the  river,  funk  with  ftonc  and  filled  with  earth,  fo  as 
to  be  equally  firm  with  the  mam  land. 

Dock  ftreet  is  the  only  crooked  ftreet  in  the  city  ;  beginnino-  at 
the  bridge  in  Front  ftrcct,  and  extending  north-weftward  in  a  lerpcn- 
tine  traft  through  two  iquarcs,  acrofs  Second  and  Walnut  Itrects,  and 
terminates  at  Third  ftreet  ;  another  branch  of  it  extends  fouth-weft- 
ward  acrofs  Spruce  ftreet,  and  terminates  at  Second  ftreet.  The 
ground  occupied  by  this  ftreet,  and  by  an  open  fpace  between  it  and 
Spruce  ftreet,  below  the  bridge,  was  formerly  a  fuamp,  and  was 
given  by  William  Penn  to  the  corporation  for  the  ui'e  of  the  city;  it 
was  intended  as  a  place  to  dig  a  bafon  and  d9cks  to  ftieltcr  the  fliip- 
ping,  but  experience  proved  that  fliips  could  be  defended  from  the 
ice  by  the  piers  extended  into  the  river,  and  that  the  dock  could  not 
be  kept  clean  but  at  an  expenie  far  beyond  its  utility,  wherefore  it 
was  neglefted  till  it  became  a  nuifance  ofFenfive  to  the  fmell  and  inju- 
rious to  the  health  of  the  inhabitants,  and  was  by  an  aft  of  Aftembly, 
ordered  to  be  arched  over  and  covered  with  earth,  whereby  the 
city  acquired  a  beautiful  ftreet  more  than  one  hundred  feet  in  breadth 
towards  the  water,  and  not  Id's  than  ninety  feet  in  the  nanovveft 
part. 

The  number  of  the  ftrects,  lanes,  and  alleys,  laid  out  by  the 
owners  of  the  lots  before  they  were  built  on,  is  too  great  to  be  enu- 
nierated  here,  there  being  fcarce  a  fqnare  that  is  not  interlcdted  by 
one  or  more  of  them,  fume  of  them  continued  in  a  right  hnc  through 
feveral  fquare?,  and  fo  Ipacions  as  to  he  eahly  miftaken  for  main 
ftreeis,  others  only  through  one  fquare. 

The  city  v.-as  tirft  incorporated  by  charter  under  the  great  fcal  of 
the  province,  in  the  year  1701  ;  belore  that  period  it  was  called  the 
town  of  Philadelphia,  hy  this  charter  Wiliiam  Penn  nominated  the 
firft  mayor,  recorder,  aldermen,  antl  (ommon  councilmen,  and 
granted  them,  among  other  privileges  and  franchifes,  that  of  elcfting 
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others  to  fupply  vacancies,  and  even  to  increafe  their  own  number  at 
pleafure.  The  public  grounds  were  granted  to  them  by  the  name 
of  the  mayor  and  commonalty  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  hut  the 
commonalty  had  no  fliare  in  the  government  or  eftate  of  the  city,  the 
whole  body  being  felf-eledtive,  and  not  accountable  to  the  citizens  in 
any  refpeft.  It  would  be  difficult  to  account  for  fo  extraordinary  a 
charter  from  the  wifdom  of  William  Penn,  did  not  tradition  inforn> 
us,  that  among  the  firfi:  fettlers  were  a  coniiderable  number  from  the 
city  of  Briftol  in  England,  whofe  charter,  granted  at  an  early  period, 
before  the  rights  of  the  commonalty  were  well  underllood,  had  been 
familiarized  by  habit,  which  induced  them  to  requeft  a  fimilar  one  ; 
a  copy  of  the  Briicol  charter  was  accordingly  procured,  and  with 
little  variation  adopted.  It  was  not  long,  however,  before  the  com- 
monalty began  to  be  diflatistied  with  it,  and  to  make  frequent  com- 
plaints to  the  Affembly,  of  the  abufes  that  were  praftifed  under  it  j 
many  of  which  appear  upon  the  minutes  of  the  houfe.  At  an  early 
period  after  the  charter,  the  legiflative  powers  of  this  corporation 
were  very  limited  ;  they  could  not  levy  a  lliilling  by  taxes  for  any 
nfe  whatever,  and  could  employ  the  income  of  the  city  eftates  only 
for  the  ul'e  and  embellifhment  of  the  city  ;  wherefore  we  fee  few  mo- 
numents raifed  to  preferve  the  memory  of  that  corporation.  Al- 
though the  firft  miCn  for  integrity  and  abilities  to  be  found  in  the  city 
were  eiefted  into  the  office  of  the  body  politic,  yet  fuch  is  the  nature 
©f  unlimited  power,  not  accountable  to  the  people,  that  it  will  divert 
the  he'ii  m.en  from  purpofes,  which,  before  they  were  inverted  with 
the  power,  they  would  have  highly  approved.  The  jealoufy  which 
the  citizens  entertained  of  the  corporation  pervaded  the  General  Af- 
fembly of  the  province,  and  when  the  lighting,  watching,  and 
paving  the  city  became  a  delirable  objeft,  the  reprefentatives  of  the 
freemen  v^'ould  not  entruil:  the  corporation  alone  with  the  power  of 
raifing  or  expending  the  money  neceffary  for  thefe  purpofes  ;  they 
eould  not,  however,  cafl  fuch  a  reficflion  on  the  reipedable  cha- 
rat'^ers  of  which  that  body  was  compofed,  as  wholly  to  vefr  thcfe 
powers  with  others  ;  they  purfued  a  juiddle  line,  and  conflituted  two 
feparate  bodies  by  the  names  of  city  wardens  and  ftreet  commlf- 
fioners,  to  the  former  of  whom  the  lighting  and  watching,  and  to  the 
latter  the  paving  of  the  flreets,  was  committed  ;  the  mayor,  or  re- 
corder, and  ibnr  of  the  aldermen  concurring  with  each  body  in  lay- 
ing the  taxes  and  prefcribing  the  mode  of  expending  them  ;  thus  the 
city   legidation  for    thele    purpofes    became   compounded    of  two 
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branches,  the  wardens  and  commiflioncrs  immediately  elected  by  the 
people,  in  the  lame  manner  as  their  reprelcntatives  in  AHembly, 
conftituted  the  democratic,  and  the  mayor  and  aldermen  the  ai  ifto- 
cratic  branch.  Thefc  bodies,  thus  compounded,  conduced  the  bu- 
finels  committed  to  them  with  great  harmony,  nor  is  there  the  leaft 
rccollettion  of  any  diiac^reement  between  them  ;  the  taxes  were  laid 
with  equality,  collcfted  with  moderation,  and  expended  ior  the  real 
life  and  improvement  of  the  city ;  one  complaint  only  had  foun- 
dation, which  arofe  from  the  nature  rather  than  from  any  abufc 
of  the  powers  :  the  number  of  wardens  and  flrec t  commiffioners 
was  {o  great,  as  at  very  moderate  wages  to  render  thole  boards  too 
cxpenlive. 

For  the  honour  of  the  late  corporation  it  ought  not  to  be  omitted, 
that  the  mayor's  court  was  always  filled  with  an  aljle  lawyer  for  the 
recorder,  ar.d  another  for  the  prol'ecutiou  of  criminal  offences  - 
and  fuch  was  the  orderly  and  upright  adminiftration  of  jutlice  in 
it,  that  no  court  in  the  province,  or  perhaps  in  any  other  country 
exceeded  it. 

The  prejudices  under  which  the  old  corporation  laboured  from  its 
original  conllitution,  were  fo  ftrong,  that  upon  the  revolucion,  the 
General  Ailembly  declared,  by  an  ad:  paflcd  during  their  fuft  fclTion, 
"  That  the  powers  and  jui  ifdidion  hitherto  exercifed  by  the  mayor, 
recorder,  and  aldermen  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  were  not  founded 
on  the  authority  of  the  people,  and  are  therefore  become  null  and 
void."  WhereforC;,  by  that  and  feveral  fubfecjuent  ails,  the  powers 
of  the  corporation  were  diftributed  between  the  fupreme  executive 
council,  the  city  magiflrates,  and  the  wardens  and  ftreet  commif- 
lioners,  who  exercifed  them  from  the  year  1777,  to  17S9,  The 
prejudices,  whi:h  had  no  foundation  as  againft  corporations  in  ge- 
neral, but  only  againft  the  conftitution  of  the  late  corporation  of  the 
city,  were  however  lb  ftrong,  that  it  was  with  difficuhy  the  people 
could  be  prevailed  upon  to  fubmit  to  a  new  incorporation  of  the  city. 
The  defefts  in  the  adminiftration  of  juftice  and  governing  the  police 
of  the  city  at  length  became  io  glaring,  that  they  were  leen  by  all 
clafles  of  people,  and  their  minds  prepared  for  an  act  of  incoipora- 
tion.  The  General  Aflembly,  in  the  winter  felFions  of  1789,  favour- 
ing the  wifaes  of  the  citizens,  pnlled  an  act,  intitled.  An  Ait't  to  in- 
corporate the  city  of  Philade'phia,  which,  with  a  fupplement  parted  in 
1790,  conflitutcs  the  prtfent  city  charter. 
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Bv  thefe  afts  the  common  council  confifts  of  two  branches ;  fiffeeQ 
aldermen  are  chofen  by  the  freeholders  to  continue  in  oiBce  for  feven 
vears;  they  chufe  a  recorder  from  the  citizens  at  large  for  feven  years, 
and  a  mayor  from  their  own  number  for  one  year.  Thirty  common 
councilmen  are  chofen  by  the  citizens  at  large,  entitled  to  vote  for  re- 
prefentatives  in  Aflembly,  to  continue  in  office  for  three  years  ;  thefe 
were  intended  to  form  a  balanced  government,  upon  the  principle;!: 
that  the  choice  by  freeholders,  and  for  a  longer  term,  would  produce 
a  more  felert  body  of  aldermen,  and  that  the  citizens  at  large  would 
chufe  charafters  fitter  to  reprefeiit  and  form  the  popular  branch  of 
city  government.  Eight  aldermen  and  fixteen  common  councilmen 
form  a  quorum  or  board  to  tranfaft  bufinels,  at  which  the  mayor  or 
recorder  prefides ;  they  fit  and  deliberate  together,  but  no  aft  is 
leo-al,  unlefs  a  majority  of  the  aldermen,  a  majority  of  the  common 
councilmen  prefent,  and  the  mayor  or  recorder,  concur. 

There  is  not  perhaps  in  the  world  a  more  liberal  plan  of  city  go- 
vernment ;  every  clafs  of  citizens  have  an  opportunity  of  reprefenting 
and  being  reprefented.  The  body  is  fufiiciently  numerous  to  con- 
tain fome  of  every  defcription,  and  of  every  fpecies  of  talents  and  in- 
formation necefTary  for  deliberation  and  execution,  and  yet  not  fo 
large  as  to  be  incumbered  v»'ith  its  own  weight ;  itpolfefres  the  powers 
of  le2;iflation  and  taxation  in  all  cafes  necefTary  for  the  well-governing 
and  improving  the  city,  except  in  contradiftion  to  atts  of  the  Ge- 
neral AfTembly ;  and  from  the  many  improvements  already  intro- 
duced, there  is  reafon  to  hope  that  its  police  will  be  equal  to  that  of 
any  modern  city. 

A  city  court  is  held  by  the  mayor,  recorder,  and  aldermen  four 
times  in  a  vear,  and  holds  cognizance  of  all  crimes  and  mifdemeanors 
committed  within  the  city. 

A  court  of  aldermen,  having  cognizance  of  debts  above  forty  fhil- 
Itngs,  and  not  exceeding  ten  pounds,  is  held  every  week,  bcginninj 
on  Monday  morning,  and  fitting  by  adjournments  until  the  bufuicfs 
of  the  week  is  finiflied. 

Each  alderman  has  feparate  cognizance  of  debts  under  forty  fliil- 
lings. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  city  and  fuburbs,  including 
the  diilrift  of  Southwark  and  the  compaftly  built  part  of  the  Nor- 
thern liberties,  which,  to  every  purpofe  but  as  ro  their  govern- 
ment, are  confidered  as  parts  of  the  city,  was  found  by  the  late  cenfus 
to  be  foi t} -two  thouiuud  five  hundred  and  twenty,  and  the  number 

of 
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of  houfes  fix  thoiifand  fix  hundred  and  fifty-one,  and  flores  or  work- 
fJiops  four  hundred  and  fifteen. 

The   houfes  for  public  worfliip  are  numerous,  and  are  as  fol- 
lows :  t 

I'he  Friends  or  Quakers,  htive  5*  The  Swedifli  Lutherans,      .      if 
The  Prefoyterians  and  Sece-  The  Moravians,       .      .      .      i 

ders, 6     The  Baptifts,      .      .      .      .      r 

The  Epifcopalians,         .      .      3      The  Univerfal  Baptiih,       .      i 
The  German  Lutherans,     .      z     The  Methodifts,       .      .      .      i 

The  German  Calvinifts,       .      i      The  Jews, i 

The  CathoHcs,  ....      4 

The  other  public  buildings  in  the  city,  befides  the  univcrfity  aii4 
college,  are  the  following  : 

A  ftate  houfe  and  offices.  Two  incorporated  banks, 

Two  city  coiirt  houfes,  A  houfe  of  correcStion, 

A  county  court  houfe,  A  dramatic  theatre, 

A  carpenters  hall,  A  public  obfervatory, 

A  philofophical  fociety's  hall,  A  medical  theatre  and  tlaboriitory, 

A  difpenfary.  Three  brick  market  houfes, 

Hofpitals,  and  offices,  A  fifli  market. 

An  alms  houfe,  A  public  gaol,  &c. 

The  ftate  houfe  is  inChefnut  flrcet,  between  Fifth  and  Sixth  ftreets, 
and  was  ereded  as  early  as  1735.  The  building  is  rather  magnifi- 
cent than  elegant,  but  when  it  is  remembered  that  it  was  built  within 
fifty-three  vears  after  the  firit  European  cabin  was  ercfted  in  Penn- 
fylvania,  its  architecflure  is  juflly  admired.  The  ftate  houfe  yard 
is  a  neat,  elegant,  and  fpacious  public  walk,  ornamented  with 
rows  of  trees  ;  but  a  high  brick  wall,  which  enclofes  it,  limits  the 
profpe6l. 

In  1787,  an  elegant  court  houfe  was  erefled  on  the  left  of  the 
ftate  houfe  ;  and  on  the  right,  the  town  hall  or  new  court 
houfe,  and  a  philofophical  hall.  Thefe  add  much  to  the  beauty  of 
the  fquare. 

South  of  the  ftate  houfe  is  the  public  gaol,  built  of  ftone.  It  has 
a  ground  half  ftory,  and  two  ftories  above  it.     Every  apartment  is 

*  One  of  tbefc  houfes  is  for  thofc  Quakers  who  took  up  amis  in  defence  of  their 
cpuntry  in  the  late  war,  contrary  to  the  ellablilhcd  principles  of  the  FncnJs.  They 
Ciill  themfelves  Free  Quakers. 

f  This  is  the  oldeft  church  in  or  near  the  city,  and  has  lately  been  annexcJ  to  tho 
Epifcopalinn  order*    , 
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arched  with  flone  again  ft  fire  and  force.  It  is  a  hollow  fquare,  one 
hundred  feet  in  front,  and  is  the  neateft  and  moft  fecure  building  of 
the  kind  in  America.  To  the  gaol  is  annexed  a  work  houfe,  with, 
yards  to  each,  to  feparate  the  fexes,  and  criminals  from  debtors. 
There  have  lately  been  added  apartments  in  the  yards  for  folitary 
confinement  of  criminals  according  to  the  new  penal  code.  Of  four 
thoufand  and  fixty  debtors,  and  four  thoufand  criminals,  in  the  whole 
eight  thoufand  and  fixty  who  were  confined  in  this  new  gaol,  between 
the  28th  of  September,  1780,  and  the  fifth  of  September,  1790, 
twelve  only  died  a  natural  death  in  the  gaol. 

The  hofpital  and  poor  houfe,  in  which  are  upwards  of  three 
hundred  poor  people,  whether  we  confider  the  buildings,  or 
the  defigns  for  which  they  were  ered^ed,  are  unrivalled  in  America. 

The  German  church,  lately  erefted,  is  one  of  the  moft  elegant 
churches  in  America.  Mr.  D.  Taneberger,  one  of  the  united  bre- 
thren's fociety  at  Litiz,  a  great  mechanical  genius,  has  completed 
and  ereiSted  a  large  organ  for  this  church. 

The  market  houfe  in  High  ftreet  is  acknowleged  by  Europeans  tq. 
€;:ceed  any  thing  they  have  feea  of  the  kind  ;  it  is  one  thoufand  five 
hundred  feet  in  length,  and  in  the  extent,  neatnefs,  variety  and  abun- 
dance of  provifions,  is  not  equalled  in  America.  There  are  tw» 
ethers  at  different  parts  of  the  city,  which  do  honour  to  the  citizens 
and  their  police. 

The  city  is  provided  with  a  number  of  pubhc  and  private  chari- 
table inftitutions  ;  the  principal  of  which  are,  the  houfe  of  employ- 
ment, a  large  commodious  building,  where  the  poor  of  the  city  and 
fome  adjoining  tovvnfiiips  are  fupported  and  employed  in  coarfe 
manutaftures  to  aid  in  defraying  their  expenfes,  under  the  care  of 
the  overfeers  and  guardians  of  the  poor,  who  are  a  corporate  body 
created  for  this  purpofe  by  aft  of  AfTembly,  with  power  to  lay  taxes 
for  its  farther  fupport. 

The  Pennfylvania  hofpital. 

The  Quakers'  alms  houfe  is  fupported  by  that  fociety  for  the  ufc 
pF  their  own  poor;  it  is  divided  into  a  number  of  feparate  houfes 
and  rooms  for  families  or  fingle  perfons  who  have  fallen  into  decay; 
moft  of  them  contribute  by  their  induftry  towards  their  own  fnpport, 
but  are  fupplied  with  whatever  their  induftry  falls  fliort  of  procuring, 
by  a  committee  of  the  fociety,  and  live  more  comfortably  than  imQyj 
who  in  full  health,  and  unhurt  by  accident,  provide  for  their  own 
fubfiilence  5  there  is  a  cqnfiderable  garden  belonging  to  this  houfe, 
I,  !c'    ..  ■         '  frora. 
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from  which  the  city  is  fupplied,  at  very  moderate  prices,  with  every 
kind  of  medicinal  herbs  common  to  the  climate. 

The  hofpital  for  hinatics  is  a  fine  elegant  building,  and  well  kept; 
it  has  a  library,  in  which  ihere  is  an  elegant  bull  of  Franklin.  Tho 
hall  on  the  firft  floor  is  appropriated  to  lick  men,  and  the  fecond  floor 
to  women.  The  lunatics  have  each  a  cell  furnifiied  with  a  bed  and 
table,  and  a  ftove  for  the  conveniency  or  warming  the  cell  in  winter. 
Molt  of  the  patients  that  this  hofpital  has  received  have  been  the 
Vi<ftims  of  religious  melancholy,  or  difappointed  love. 

The  following  interefting  account  of  the  Quaker's  Hofpital,  or 
Bettering  Houfe,  as  it  is  propeii^  called^  is  extrafted  from  Brissot'i 
Travels  in  the  United  States,  Letter  XI.  page  167.  "  This  hofpital 
is  fituated  in  the  open  country,  in  one  of  thofe  parts  of  the  original 
plan  of  Philadelphia  not  yet  covered  with  houies  ;  it  is  conflrutfted  of 
bricks,  and  compofed  of  two  large  buildings  ;  one  for  men,  and 
the  other  for  women.  There  is  a  feparation  in  the  court,  which  ii 
common  to  them.  This  inftitution  has  feveral  objeils  :  they  re- 
ceive into  it  the  poor,  the  lick,  orphans,  women  in  travail,  sni 
perfons  attacked  with  venereal  difcafes.  They  likewifc  confine  here 
Vagabonds,  diforderly  perfons,  and  girls  of  fcandalous  lives. 

"  There  exifts,  then,  you  will  fay,  even  in  Philadelphia,  that  dif- 
gufting  commerce  of  difeafes,  rather  than  of  pleafures,  which  for  To 
long  a  time  has  empoifoned  our  continent.  Yes,  n.y  tricnd,  two 
or  three  of  the  moft  coniiderable  maritime  towns  of  the  new  conti- 
nent are  affliLled  by  this  leprofy.  It  was  almoll  unknown  before  the 
revolution  ;  but  the  abode  of  foreign  armies  has  naturalized  it,  and 
it  is  one  of  thofe  fcourges  for  which  the  free  Americans  are  indebted 
to  us.  But  this  traffic  is  not  carried  on  fo  fcandaloufly  as  at  Paris 
or  London.  It  is  retrained,  it  is  held  in  contempt,  and  almofi:  im- 
perceptible. I  ought  to  fa}',  to  the  honour  of  the  Americans,  that  it 
is  nouriflied  only  by  emigrants  and  European  travellers  ;  for  tho 
fanftity  of  marriage  is  ftill  univerfally  refpedled  in  America.  Young 
people  m?.rrying  early,  and  without  obftacles,  are  not  tempted  to  go 
and  dillionour  and  empoiion  themfelves  in  places  of  proftitutioii. 

"  But,  to  finidi  my  account  of  this  hofpital,  there  are  jiaiticular 
halls  appropriated  to  each  clafs  of  poor,  and  to  each  fpecics  01  lick- 
nefs ;  and  each  hall  has  its  fuperintendant.  This  inftitution  w  as. 
rich  and  well  adminiftered  before  the  war.  The  greater  part  of  tho 
adminiftrators  were  Qyakers.     The  war  and  paper  money  intro- 

3  H  a  ducetj 
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duced  a  different  order  of  things.  The  legiflature  refolved  not  t^ 
admit  to  its  adminiftration  any  perfons  but  fuch  as  had  taken  the  oath 
of  fideUty  to  the  State.  The  Quakers  were  by  this  excluded,  and 
the  management  of  it  fell  into  hands  not  io  pure.  The  fpirit  of  de« 
predation  was  manifeft  in  it,  and  paper  money  was  ftill  more  inju* 
rious.  Creditors  of  the  hofpital  were  paid,  or  rather  ruined,  by  this 
operation.  About  a  year  ago,  on  the  report  of  the  infpeftors  of  the 
hofpitals,  the  legiflature,  conlidering  the  abufes  praftifed  in  that  ad- 
miniftration, confided  that  of  the  bettering  houfe  again  to  the 
Quakers.  Without  any  refentment  of  the  atfronts  they  had  received 
during  the  war,  and  only  anxious  to  do  good  and  perform  their  duty, 
the  Friends  accepted  the  adrniniilration,  and  exercife  it  as  before 
with  zeal  and  fidelity.  This  change  has  produced  the  effect  which 
was  expected.  Order  is  vifibly  re-eftabliflied  ;  many  adminiftrators 
are  appointed,  one  of  whom,  by  turns,  is  to  vifit  the  hofpital  every 
day :  fix  phyficians  are  attached  to  it,  who  perform  the  fervic(S 
Sratis. 

"  I  have  feen  the  hofpitals  of  France,  both  at  Paris  and  in  the 
provinces. — 1  know  none  of  them  but  the  one  at  Befan^on,  that  can 
be  compared  to  this  at  Philadelphia.  Every  fick  and  every  poor  per-i 
fon  has  his  bed  well  furnifiied,  but  without  curtains,  as  it  fliould  be. 
Every  room  is  lighted  by  windows  placed  oppofite,  which  introduce 
plenty  of  light,  that  great  confolation  to  a  man  confined,  of  which, 
tyrants  for  this  reafon  are  cruelly  fparing.  Thefe  windows  admit  a 
free  circulation  of  air ;  mofl  of  them  open  over  the  fields,  and  a*. 
they  are  not  very  high,  and  are  without  grates,  it  would  be  very  eafy 
for  the  prlfoners  to  make  their  efcape,  but  the  idea  never  enters  their 
heads.  This  faft  proves  that  the  prifoners  are  happy,  and,  confei 
quently,  that  the  adminiftration  is  good. 

"  The  kitchens  are  well  kept,  and  do  not  exhale  that  fetid  odour 
which  you  perceive  from  the  beft  kitchens  in  France.  The  eating 
rooms,  Vv?hich  are  on  the  ground  floor,  are  equally  clean,  and  well 
aired  :  neatnefs  and  good  air  reign  in  every  part.  A  large  garden  at 
the  end  of  the  court  furniflies  vegetables  for  the  kitchen.  I  was  fur- 
priftd  to  find  there  a  great  number  of  foreign  flirubs  and  plants.— 
The  garden  is  well  cultivated.  In  the  yard  they  rear  a  great  number 
of  hogs  ;  for,  in  America,  the  hog,  as  well  as  the  ox,  docs  the  honours 
of  the  table  through  the  whole  year. 

"  I  could  fcarcely  defcribe  to  you   the  different  fenfations  which 
by  turns  rejoiced  and  aftiided  my  hqart  in  going  through  their  dif- 
ferent 
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ferent  apartments.  An  hofpital,  how  well  focvcr  adminiftered,  '\i 
^Uvays  a  painful  fpc(5tacle  to  me.  It  appears  to  mc  fo  confoling  for 
a  fick  man  to  be  at  his  own  home,  attcnde.l  by  his  wife  and  children, 
and  viiited  by  his  ncighbcius,  that  I  legard  hofpitals  as  vaft  fcpul- 
chres,  where  are  brought  together  a  crowd  of  individuals,  ftrangera 
to  each  other,  and  fcparated  from  all  they  hold  dear.  And  what  it 
nian  in  this  fituation  ? — A  leaf  detached  from  the  tree,  and  driven 
down  by  the  torrent — a  Ikcleton  no  longer  of  any  confiftence,  and 
bordering  on  dilVolution. 

*'  But  this  idea  foon  gives  place  to  another.  Since  Societies  are 
condemned  to  be  infellcd  with  great  cities,  fuice  mifery  and  vice  are 
the  neceflary  offspring  of  thefe  cities,  a  houfe  like  this  becomes  the 
afylum  of  beneficence  ;  for,  without  the  aid  of  fuch  inftitntions, 
vhat  would  become  of  the  greater  part  of  thofe  wretches  who  here 
find  a  refuge  ;  fo  many  women  ;  fo  many  perfons  blind  and  deaf, 
rendered  difgufting  by  their  numerous  infirmities  ? — They  mult 
very  foon  perifli,  abandoned  by  all  the  world,  to  whom  they  are 
grangers.  No  door  but  that  of  their  common  mother  earth  would 
leceive  thefe  hideous  figures,  were  it  not  for  this  provilion  made  by 
their  common  friend,  Society. 

*'  I  faw  in  this  hofpital  all  that  mifery  and  difeafe  can  afTemble.  I 
faw  women  fuftering  on  the  bed  of  pain  ;  others,  whofe  meagre 
vifages,  rendered  difgufting  by  eruptions,  atteil  the  fatal  elfeifts  of  in- 
continence ;  others,  who  waited  with  groans  the  moment  when  Hea- 
ven would  deliver  them  from  a  burden  of  hfe,  becauft-  afflicted  with 
excruciating  pain  ;  others,  holding  in  their  arms  the  fruit,  not  of  a 
legal  marriage,  but  of  love  betrayed.  Poor  innocenti !  born  under 
the  flar  of  wretchednefs!  Why  fliould  men  be  born  prcdcllinated 
to  misfortunes  ?  But,  blefs  God^  at  leaft,  that  you  are  in  a  country 
where  baltardy  is  no  obftacle  to  refpeftability  and  the  rights  of  citi- 
zenftiip.  1  f  iw  with  pleafure  thefe  unhappy  mothers  carclTiug  their 
infants  and  nuriing  them  with  tcndernefs.  There  were  few  children 
in  the  hall  of  the  little  orphans ;  thefe  were  in  good  health,  and  ap- 
peared gay  and  happy.  Mr.  Shoemaker,  who  conduced  mc  thitliL-r, 
and  another  of  the  directors,  diftributed  ibme  cakes  among  them^ 
which  they  had  brought  in  their  pockets.  Thus  the  directors  think 
ipf  their  charge  even  at  a  diftance,  and  occupy  themfclves  with  their 
happinefs.  Good  God  !  there  is  then  a  country  where  tiic  foul  of 
the  governor  of  an  holpital  is  not  a  foul  of  brals ! 

"  Bbck« 
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*'  Blacks  are  here  mingled  with  whites,  and  lodged  in  the  faiiif 
apartments.  This,  to  me,  was  an  edifying  fight;  it  feemed  a  balm 
to  my  foul.  I  faw  a  negro  woman  fpinning  with  a<^ivity  by  the  fide 
of  her  bed.  Her  eyes  feemed  to  expeft  from  the  direftor  a  word  of 
confolation — She  obtained  it;  and  it  feemed  to  be  heaven  to  her  to 
hear  him.  I  fliould  have  been  more  happy  had  it  been  for  me  to 
have  fpoken  this  word :  I  fliould  have  added  many  more.  Unhappy 
negroes  !  how  much  reparation  do  we  owe  them  for  the  evils  we  have 
occalioned  them — the  evils  we  ftiil  occafion  them  I-— and  they  love 
lis !  • 

"  The  happinefs  of  this  negrefs  was  not  equal  to  that  which  I  faw 
fparkle  on  the  vifige  of  a  young  blind  girl,  who  feemed  to  leap  for 
joy  at  the  found  of  the  direftor's  voice.  He  afked  after  her  health  j 
fhe  anfvvered  him  with  tranfport.  She  was  taking  her  tea  by  the  fide 
of  her  little  table — Her  tea! — My  fi  lend,  you  are  aftoniflied  at  this 
luxury  in  an  hofpital — It  is  becaufe  there  is  humanity  in  its  adminif- 
tration,  and  the  wretches  are  not  crowded  in  here  in  heaps  to  be 
ftiflfid.  They  give  tea  to  thofe  whofe  condu6t  is  fatisfaftory ;  and 
thofe  who  by  their  work  are  able  to  make  fome  favings,  enjoy  the 
fruits  of  their  induftry.  I  remarked  in  this  hofpital,  that  the  women 
were  much  more  numerous  than  the  men;  and  among  the  latter,  I 
faw  none  of  thofe  hideous  figures  fo  common  in  the  hofpitals  of 
Paris,  figures  on  which  you  trace  the  mark  of  crimes,  mifery,  and  in- 
dolence. They  have  a  decent  appearance  :  many  of  them  alked  the 
direftor  for  their  enlargement,  which  they  obtained. 

"  But  what  refources  have  they  on  leaving  this  houfe  ?  They 
liave  their  hands,  anfwered  the  director,  and  they  may  find  ufeful 
occupations.  But  the  women,  replied  I,  what  can  they  do  ?  Their 
condition  is  not  fo  fortunntc,  faid  he.  In  a  town  where  fo  many  men 
arc  occupied  in  foreign  commerce,  the  nun')ber  of  unhappy  and  dif*- 
orderly  females  will  be  augmented.  To  prevent  this  inconvenience, 
it  has  been  lately  propofed  to  form  a  new  eflablifliment,  which  fhall 
give  to  girls  of  this  defcription  a  ufeful  occupation,  where  the  pro* 
(^jceofthe  induftry  of  each  perfon  firali  be  preferved  and  given  to 
her  on  leaving  the  honfe  ;  or  if  ihe  fliould  choofe  to  remain,  flie  fliall 
always  enjoy  the  fruit  of  her  own  labour. 

"  This  projefl  will,  without  doubt,  be  executed;  for  the  QuakertI 
are  ingenious  and  perfevcring  when  they  have  in  view  the  faccour  of 
the  unhappy." 

A  houfe 
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A  houfe  founded  by  the  late  Dr.  John  Kcailley  the  elder,  for  the 
fupport  of  twelve  elderly  widows  oi"  the  ProtL-ftant  Epifcopal  com- 
piunion,  in  which  a  number  of  pcifons  oi"  that  dcfciiption,  wha 
have  feen  better  days,  are  very  conifortably  and  decently  provided 
for. 

The  humane  fociety  for  recovering  pcrfons  fuj)pofcci  to  be  dead 
by  drowning,  eftablillied  upon  fimilar  principles  with  thofc  of  the 
fame  name  in  raoft  fea  ports  in  Europe  ;  it  is  under  the  care  of 
twelve  managers,  annually  chofen  by  the  fubfcribers  ;  the  phyficians 
aftbrd  their  aid  to  this  inftitution  gratis,  a  number  of  thefe  being  ap- 
pointed for  the  purpofe  by  the  inanagers. 

Almoft  every  religious  fociety  has  a  tund  under  proper  direc~tion, 
fome  of  which  are  incorporated  for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and 
children  of  their  clergy,  or  other  diilrelled  members  of  their  com- 
munion. 

There  are  alfo  focieties  formed  for  the  relief  of  particular  defcrip- 
tions  of  perfons,  with  funds  raifed  by  fubfcrij^tions  or  otherv/ilc,  for 
the  purpofe,  fuch  as  the  fea  captains  fociety,  t'ne  I^claware  plots, 
fociety,  feparate  focieties  for  the  relief  and  alfiftance  of  tnugrants 
and  other  diftrciTed  perfons,  from  England,  Scotland,  Ireland,  Ger- 
many, &c.  fome  of  which  are  incorporated,  lo  that  tr.ere  car.  icarce 
happen  an  inftance  of  individual  dilLefs,  for  which  a  moJe  of  ad- 
rice,  affiftance  or  relief,  is  not  provided  v.ithout  refoit  to  public 
begging. 

Seminaries  of  learning  arc  cilablidied  upon  the  moft  enlarged  and 
liberal  principles,  of  which  the  principal  are,  the  univerfity  oi  Pe;;n- 
fylvania  and  college  of  Philadelphia. 

Almolt  every  religious  fociety  have  one  or  moi'c  fchools  under 
their  immediate  direftion,  for  the  education  of  their  own  youth  of 
both  fexes,  as  w^ell  of  the  rich,  who  are  able  to  pay,  as  of  the  poor, 
who  are  taught  and  provided  with  books  and  flationary  gratis ;  be- 
fides  which,  there  are  a  number  of  private  fchools  under  the  dire^.'^tion 
of  mafters  and  millrelfes,  independent  of  any  public  body;  and 
there  ai'e  feveral  private  academies  for  the  inftniffion  of  young  ladies 
in  all  the  branches  of  polite  literature,  fulrable  to  the  fex  ;  and  there 
is  no  individual,  whofe  parents  or  guardians,  mailers  or  mi  lire  HI?, 
will  take  the  trouble  to  apply,  but  will  be  admitted  into  fome  one  of 
tliefe  fchools,  and  if  they  are  unable  to  pay,  will  be  taught  gratis  ; 
it  ought  not  to  be  omitted,  that  there  is  a  fchool  fir  tlie  Africans 
of  every  fliade  or  colour,  kept  undei,'  ^h^  care  aijd  .it  the  cxpenfe  of 
2.  '  liift 
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the  Quakers,  into  which  are  admitted  gratis,  flaves  as  well  as  free 
perfons  of  whatever  age,  of  both  fexes,  and  taught  reading,  writing, 
arithmetic,  knitting,  fewing,  and  other  ufeful  female  accomplifli- 
ments :  this  fchool  was  originally  inftituted  by  private  fubfcriptiona 
of  the  fociety,  with  a  view  to  prepare  that  degraded  race  for  a  better 
Situation  in  civil  life  ;  but  the  will  of  the  late  Anthony  Benezet,  of 
benevolent  memory,  a  conliderable  donation  from  the  fociety  in  Eng- 
land, nnd  fome  other  charitable  devifes,  have  provided  funds  ade- 
quate to  its  future  fupport,  and  it  will  no  longer  be  burthenfome  to 
individuals. 

Sunday  fchools,  for  the  in ftruclion  of  children  who  would  other- 
wife  fpend  that  day  in  idlenefs  or  mifchief,  have  lately  been  infti- 
tuted,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  will  tend  to  amend  the  morals  and  con- 
duct: of  the  riling  generation. 

The  public  library  of  Philadelphia  is  a  mofl  ufeful  inftitution  ;  it 
contains  near  ten  thoufand  volumes,  well  felefted,  for  the  informa- 
tion and  improvement  of  all  ranks  of  the  citizens ;  they  are  depofited 
jn  an  elegant  building  lately  erefted,  in  a  modern  flyle,  and  are 
acceffible  every  day  in  the  week  except  Sunday.  Here  the  man  of 
learning  may  confult  the  work  of  the  remoteft  ages,  and  trace  hif- 
tories,  aits  and  fciences,  from  their  infancy  to  this  prefent  Hate  of 
improvement  ;  and  the  mechanic,  the  labourer,  the  ftudent  or  ap- 
prentice, may  be  fupplied  with  books  to  improve  their  minds  or 
amufe  them  in  their  vacant  hours  at  home.  The  company  confifls 
of  fome  hundreds  of  proprietors,  incorporated  by  charter,  who  pay 
ten  {hillings  annually  for  the  purchafe  of  new  books  and  defraying 
incidental  expenfes ;  twelve  directors  are  annually  chofen,  who  ma^ 
nage  the  concerns  of  the  company  and  keep  a  correfpondence  with 
Europe,  from  whence  they  are  regularly  fupplied  with  new  publica- 
tions of  reputation  and  merit. 

The  corporation  have  lately  ordered  the  ftrcets,  lanes,  and  allej'f 
to  be  marked  at  every  interfe>?t;ion  of  each  other,  and  the  houfes  to 
be  numbered.  The  names  painted  on  boards,  with  an  index  hand 
pointing  to  the  progreffion  of  the  numbers,  are  already  affixed  at  the 
corners  of  the  ftreets,  fo  that  with  the  aid  of  the  direftory  a  flranger 
may  find,  without  diinculty,  any  houfe  whofe  flreet  and  numbe? 
known. 

The  city,  within  a  few  years  part,  has  experienced  a  very  renwrk-. 
able  revolution  in  refpefl:  to  the  healthinefs  of  its  inhabitants  :  the 
bill  of  Hiortality  proves  that  the  number  of  deaths  has  confiderably 
decreafed  fmce  ;:hc  yer.r  1783,  notwithilanding  the  great  increafe  of 

iis 
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Its  population ;  this  change  in  favoxn-  of  health  and  life  Is  afcribed 
by  phyficians  to  the  co-operation  of  the  following  caufes :  ift,  The 
arching  the  clock,  whereby  a  very  noxious  and  oftenlivc  nuifance 
was  removed.  2d,  The  cultivation  of  the  lots  adjoining  and  partly 
furronnding  the  city,  whereby  another  cxtenfivc  fourcc  of  putrid 
exhalations  is  dried  up.  3d,  An  incrcafcd  care  in  cleanfing  the  ftrects. 
4th,  An  incrcafc  of  horticulture,  and  confequently  a  greater  con- 
fumption  of  vegetable  aliments.  5th,  The  inftitution  of  the  dif- 
penfary,  which  has  extended  medical  aid  to  many  hundreds  in  a  year, 
who  either  periflied  for  the  want  of  it,  or  weie  facrificed  by  quacks. 
6th,  The  more  improved  ftate  of  phytic,  whence  feveral  difeafes 
formerly  fatal  in  mod:  inftances  are  better  underilood  and  treated, 
and  therefore  more  generally  cuied.  And  7th,  From  a  general  dif- 
fiifion  of  knowledge  among  all  claires  of  people,  from  their  libraries, 
their  numerous  focieties,  monthly,  weekly,  and  daily  publications, 
whence  the  people  at  large  are  better  acquainted  than  formerly  with 
the  means  of  preferring  their  health,  as  may  be  exemplified  in  one 
inftance  ;  there  was  but  one  death  in  the  fummer  of  1792  from 
drinking  cold  water,  whereas  fome  years  ago  twenty  has  not  been  art 
uncommon  number  from  this  fingle  caufe. 

In  this  account  of  Philadelphia,  it  maybe  neceffary  to  notice,  in  as 
concife  a  manner  as  poffible,  the  malignant  fever  which  made  fucli 
dreadful  ravages  there  in  the  year  1793.  This  account  we  fhall  ex- 
tract from  a  pamphlet  written  on  that  fubjeft  by  Matthew  Carey, 
M.  D.  of  Philadelphia. 

Previoufly  to  the  appearance  of  the  malignant  fever  at  Philadel- 
phia, the  profperity  of  that  ciry  was  fuch  as,  by  the  introduL^ion  of 
luxury,  could  not  but  ferioufly  alarm  thofe  who  confidered  '  how 
far  the  virtue,  the  liberty,  and  the  happinefs  of  a  nation  depend  on 
its  temperance  and  fober  manners ;'  and  although  it  were  prefumption, 
adds  the  author,  to  '  attempt  to  fcan  the  decrees  of  Heaven,  yet  few, 
I  believe,  will  pretend  to  deny,  that  fomething  was  wanting  to  hum- 
ble the  pride  of  a  city,  which  was  running  on  in  full  career  to  the 
goal  of  prodigality  and  dillipation.' 

How  low  this  prodigal  and  luxurious  city  was  bowed  in  the  au- 
tumn of  1793,  may  be  gathered  from  the  fubjoined  Uatcmcnt : 

"  Moft  people  who  could  by  any  means  make  it  convenient,  fled 

from  the  city.     Of  thofe  who  remained,  many  flmt  themfcla-s  up 

in  their  houfes,  and  were  afraid  to  walk  the  llreets.     The  fmoke  of 

tobacco  being  regarded  as  a  preventative,  many  perfons,  even  wo- 

VoL.II.  q  I  '^^^ 
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men  and  fmall  boys,  had  fegars  conftantly  in  their  mouths.  Oth&ra 
placing  full  confidence  in  garlic,  chewed  it  almoft  the  whole  day  ; 
fomc  kept  it  in  their  fhoes.  Many  were  afraid  to  allow  the  barbers 
or  hair-dreffers  to  come  near  them,  as  inftances  had  occurred  of 
fome  of  them  having  fliaved  the  dead,  and  many  of  them  had  en- 
gaged as  bleeders.  Some  who  carried  their  caution  pretty  far, 
bought  lancets  for  themfelves,  not  daring  to  be  bled  with  the  lancets 
of  the  bleeders.  Some,  houfes  were  hardly  a  m'oment  in  the  day  free 
from  the  fmell  of  gunpowder,  burned  tobacco,  nitre,  fprinkled 
vinegar,  &c.  Many  of  the  churches  were  aimoil  deferted,  and  fome 
wholly  clofed.  The  cofFee-houfe  was  Ihut  up,  as  was  the  city  li- 
brary, and  mofi:  of  the  pu.blic  offices ;  three  out  of  the  four  daily 
papers  were  dropped,  as  were  fome  of  the  other  papers.  Many  were 
almoft  inceflantly  purifying,  fcouring  and  whitewafliing  their  rooms. 
Thofe  who  ventured  abroad,  had  handkerchiefs  or  fponges  impreg- 
nated with  vinegar  or  camphor  at  their  nofes,  or  elfe  fmelling-bottles 
with  the  thieves'  vinegar.  Others  carried  pieces  of  tarred  rope  in 
their  hands  or  pockets,  or  camphor  bags  tied  round  their  necks. 
The  corpfes  of  the  molt  refpectable  citizens,  even  thofe  who  did 
not  die  of  the  epidemic,  were  carried  to  the  grave  on  the  fliafts  of  a 
chair,  the  horfe  driven  by  a  negro,  unattended  by  a  friend  or  re- 
lation, and  without  any  fort  of  ceremony.  People  haftily  fhifted 
their  courfe  at  the  fight  of  a  hearfe  coming  towards  them.  Many 
never  walked  on  the  foot  path,  but  went  into  the  middle  of  the 
flrects,  to  avoid  being  inf^eiled  in  paffing  by  houfes  wherein  people 
had  died.  Acquaintances  and  friends  avoided  each  other  in  the 
ftreets,  and  only  fignified  their  regard  by  a  cold  nod.  The  ©Id 
cuftom  of  fliaking  hands  fell  into  fuch  general  difufe,  that  many 
were  affronted  even  at  the  offer  of  the  hand.  A  perfon  with  a  crape 
or  any  appearance  of  mourning,  was  fnunncd  like  a  viper.  And  many 
valued  themfelves  highly  on  the  Ikill  and  addrefs  with  which  they  got 
to  windward  of  every  perlbn  they  met.  Indeed  it  is  not  probable 
that  London,  at  the  laft  flage  of  the  plague,  exhibhed  ftronger 
marks  of  terror  than  were  to  be  feen  in  Philadelphia,  from  the  25th 
or  26th  of  Augufl  till  pretty  late  in  September.  When  people  fum- 
moned  up  refolution  to  walk  abroad  and  take  the  air,  the  fick-carC 
conveying  patients  to  the  hofpital,  or  the  hearfe  carrj'ing  the  dead 
to  the  grave,  which  were  travelling  almofl  the  whole  day,  foon 
^an)ped  their  fpirits,  and  plunged  them  again  into  defpondency." 

A  Hor 


OF   PENNSYLVANIA.  427 

How  entirely  fociety  was  diflblved,  an.l  all  the  charities  and  ac* 
Commodations  of  life  fufpended,  the  following  circimiftances  will 
fliew : 

♦'  With  the  poor  the  cafe  was,  as  might  be  expected,  infinitely 
worfe  thnn  with  the  rich.  Many  of  thefe  have  periflitd,  without  a 
human  being  to  hand  them  a  drink  of  water,  to  adiv.iuifter  medi- 
cines, or  to  perform  any  charitable  office  for  them.  Various  in- 
ftances  have  occurred,  of  dead  bodies  found  lying  in  fhe  ftrcet:,  of 
perfons  who  had  no  houle  or  habitation,  and  could  procure  no 
flielter. 

"  A  man  and  his  wife,  once  in  affluent  circumftances,  were  foimd 
lying  dead  in  bed,  and  between  them  was  their  child,  a  linle  infant, 
who  was  fucking  its  mother's  breads.  How  long  they  had  lain  thua 
was  uncertain. 

"  A  woman,  whofe  hulband  had  juft  died  of  a  fever,  was  fsized 
with  the  pains  of  labour,  and  had  nobody  to  affift  her,  as  ihe  women 
in  the  neighbourhood  were  afraid  to  go  into  the  houfe.  She  lay  for 
a  confiderable  time  in  a  degree  of  angulfli  that  will  not  bear  defcrip- 
lion ;  at  length  flie  ftrugglcd  to  reach  the  window,  and  cried  out 
for  affiftance :  two  men,  paffing  by,  went  up  flairs,  but  they  came 
at  too  late  a  ftage  ;  flie  was  ftriving  with  death,  and  actually  in  a  few 
minutes  expired  in  their  arms. 

"  Another  woman,  whofe  hulband  and  two  children  lay  dead  in 
the  room  with  her,  was  in  the  iame  fituation  as  t';e  forme-,  wlchiut 
a  midwife,  or  any  other  perfon  to  aid  her.  Her  cries  at  the  window 
brought  up  one  of  the  carters  employed  by  the  committee  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  fick.  With  his  alTiftance  flie  was  delivered  of  a  child, 
which  died  in  a  few  minutes,  as  did  the  mother,  who  was  utterly  cx- 
haufted  by  her  labour,  by  the  dilbrder,  and  by  the  dreadful  fpeftaclc 
before  her.  And  thus  lay  in  one  room  no  lels  than  fi\'e  dead  bodies, 
an  entire  family,  cin-ied  off  in  an  hour  or  two.  Many  inflances 
have  occurred  of  refpeftable  women,  who,  in  their  King  in,  have 
been  obliged  to  depend  on  their  maid  fervants  for  aiUftancc ;  and 
fome  have  had  none  but  from  their  hulbands.  Some  of  the  midwivcs 
were  dead,  and  others  had  left  the  city. 

"  A  fervant  girl  belonging  to  a  family  in  this  city,  in  which  the 
fever  had  prevailed,  was  apprehenfive  of  danger,  and  refolved  to  re- 
riove  to  a  relation's  houfe  in  the  country  ;  flie  was,  however,  taken 
fick  on  the  road,  and  returned  to  town,  where  flic  could  find  no  per- 
fon to  receive  her.     One  of  the  guardians  of  the  poor  provided  a 

3  1  a  cart, 
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cart,  and  took  her  to  the  alms-houfe,  into  which  (lie  was  refufed  ad- 
mittance. She  was  brought  back,  and  the  guardian  offered  iive  dol- 
lars to  procure  her  a  fmgle  night's  lodging,  but  in  vain.  And  in 
fine,  after  every  effort  made  to  provide  her  fnelter,  flie  abfolutely 
expired  in  the  cart. 

"  To  relate  all  the  frightful  cafes  of  this  nature  that  occurred 
would  fill  a  volume. 

"  The  public  diftrefs  was  confiderably  increafed  by  the  abfence  of 
the  prefident,  and  of  moft,  if  not  all,  of  the  other  federal  ofhcers  : 
the  governor  too,  and  almolt  all  the  officers  of  ftate,  were  abfent  or 
had  retired  :  except  the  mayor  and  one  other  magiftrate,  the  muni- 
cipal officers  likewife  were  away  :  fo  that,  when  the  city  moft  needed 
counfellors,  file  was  moft  deflitute  of  connfel.  The  firfl:  vidim,  as 
far  as  is  known,  was  feized  by  the  diforder  on  the  26th  or  27th  of 
July,  and  died  on  the  6th  or  7th  of  Aiigufl.  The  difeafe  fpread 
during  Auguft  ;  and  the  alarm  increafed  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  on 
the  loth  of  September  the  Mayor  called  a  meeting  of  the  citizens, 
at  which  very  few  attended,  though  ten  citizens  offered  themfelves 
;|^s  affiftants  to  the  guardians  of  the  poor.  On  the  14th,  a  committee 
was  appointed  to  tranfaft  the  whole  of  the  bufineis  relative  to  the 
iick,  to  procure  phyficians,  nurfes  and  attendants.  It  coafifted  of 
twenty-fix  perfons  :  but,  by  the  death  of  four,  and  by  the  defertion 
of  four  others,  it  was  reduced  to  eighteen.  Thcfe  eighteen,  men 
chiefly  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  from  the  day  of  their  appoint- 
xnent  till  the  ceffation  of  the  fever,  watched  over  the  fick,  the  poor, 
the  widow  and  the  orphan,  with  fuch  vigilance  as  to  check  the  pro- 
grefs  of  deflruiftion,  eminentiy  to  relieve  the  diflrcflcci,  and  to  reflore 
confidence  to  the  terrified  inhabitants  of  Philadelphia. " 

Of  the  operations  of  this  committee,  an  inflruftive  account  is  given 
by  our  author,  v^'hich  we  cannot  detail.  They  confided  pi-incipally  in 
meafures  forthe  burial  of  the  dead,  in  theremoval  of  the  fick  to  the  hof- 
pital  at  Bufli-hill,  and  in  borrowing  money  from  the  bank  of  North- 
America  to  relieve  the  diftrefled  ;  of  whom  there  occurred  weekly 
twelve  hundred  people,  many  of  them  having  families  of  four,  five,  and 
fix  perfons.  The  numerous  deaths  of  heads  of  families  left  a  very  large 
body  of  children,  foj-  whom  it  was  necefTary  to  provide  ;  and  hence 
the  committee  found  themfelves  obliged  to  eftablifh  an  orpiian 
houfe  ;  nor  were  their  labours  clofed  till  tliey  had  provided  for  the 
cleanfing  and  purification  of  the  houfes  in  which  the  fever  had  pre- 
vailed. It  was  not  till  the  14th  of  November  that  they  finally  ad- 
di'elTed  their  fellow-citizens,  informing  them  of  the  rcftoration  of  the 

city 
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city  to  as  great  a  degree  of  health  as  ufually  had  prevailed  at  the  fame 
feafon. 

Dr.  Carey  bellows  great  and  merited  praife  on  Mr.  Stephen  Gerrard, 
a  wealthy  merchant,  and  a  native  of  France,  who,  with  a  Ipirit  truly 
benevolent  and  magnanimous,  offered  to  fuperintcnd  the  hofpital  at 
Bufli-hill.  To  the  energetic  philanthropy,  and  perfevering  exertions 
of  this  exalted  charaftcr,  and  his  voluntary  aflbciates,  is  to  be  attri- 
buted the  ultimate  eradication  of  this  dreadful  contagion  from  the  city. 
They  found  the  hofpital  in  the  moft  wretched  and  tieplorable  ftate, 
but,  thro'  their  united  efforts,  the  greateft  order  was  foon  introduced. 
In  this  hofpital,  before  Sept.  i6th,  "  a  proHigate,  abandoned  fct  of 
nurfes  and  attendants  (hardly  any  of  good  character  could  at  that 
time  be  procured)  rioted  on  the  provifions  and  comforts,  pre- 
pared for  the  fick,  who,  unlefs  at  the  hours  when  the  dodors 
attended,  were  left  almoft  entirely  deiiitute  of  every  afhftance. 
The  dying  and  dead  were  indifcriminately  mingled  together. 
The  evacuations  of  the  fick  were  allowed  to  remain  in  the  moft 
offenfive  Ifate  imaginable  ;  not  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  or- 
der or  regularity  exified.  It  was,  in  fa6t,  a  great  human  llaughter- 
houfe,  where  numerous  viftims  were  immolated  at  the  altar  of  riot 
and  intemperance.  No  wonder,  then,  that  a  general  dread  of  the 
place  prevailed  through  the  city,  and  that  a  removal  to  it  was  coufl- 
dered  as  the  feal  of  death.  In  confequence,  there  were  various  in- 
llances  of  fick  perfons  locking  their  rooms,  and  refifting  every  at- 
tempt to  cany  them  av.'ay.  At  length,  the  poor  were  fo  much  afraid  of 
being  fent  to  Bufli-hil!,  that  they  uould  not  acknowledge  their  illnefs, 
until  it  was  no  longer  poflible  to  conceal  it." 

Such,  however,  was  the  regularity  introduced  by  the  managers; 
and  fuch  was  the  care  and  tendcrnefs  with  which  they  treated  the  pa- 
tients, and  which  they  obhged  the  attendants  to  oblerve,  that,  in  a 
week  or  two,  the  application  for  admilfion  became  importunate  ; 
and  it  was  neceffiry,  by  requiring  a  certificate  from  a  phyfician, 
fpecifying  that  the  bearer  laboured  under  the  fever,  to  guard  againll 
improper  objcfts.  Of  the  nuniber  of  pati.nts  received,  about  five 
hundred  died  (one  third  of  the  whole)  with;n  two  days  after  their 
admiffion. 

At  the  end  of  his  account  of  the  Bufli-hiil  hofpital,  Dr.  Carey 
adds  the  following  obi'ervation  concerning  its  active  and  beneficent 
managers,  which  we  feel  a  pleafure  in  inferting: 

"  Before  I  conclude  this  chapter,  let  me  add,  that  the  perfevcrance 
of  the  managers  of  that  hofpital  has  been  equally  meiitorious  with 

their 
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their  original  beneficence.  During  the  whole  calamity  to  this  time 
they  have  attended  uninterruptedly,  for  fix,  feven,  or  eight  hours  a 
day,  renouncing  almoft  every  care  of  private  affairs.  They  have 
bad  a  laborious  tour  of  duty  to  perform — to  encourage  and  comfort 
the  fick — to  handthem  neccfTaries  and  medicines — to  wipe  the  fweat 
off  their  brows — and  to  perform  many  difgufting  offices  of  kindnefs  for 
them,  which  nothing  could  render  tolerable,  but  the  exalted  mo- 
tives that  impelled  them  to  this  heroic  condud." 

This  difeafe  proved  particularly  fatal  to  phyficians  and  to  the 
clergy,  in  confequence  of  its  contagious  nature.  Of  the  profligate, 
and  of  the  corpulent,  few  are  faid  to  have  recovered.  The  French, 
who  were  fettled  in  Philadelphia,  efcaped  its  ravages  in  a  remarkable 
manner.  The  negroes  did  not  totally  efcape,  though  not  many  were 
feized  with  the  fever  ;  and  in  thefe  it  is  faid  to  have  yielded  more 
eafily  to  medicine  than  in  the  whites.  An  opinion  prevailed  thaE 
cold  and  rain  extinguiftied  the  diforder,  but  this  is  ihevvn  by  the 
prefent  writer,  from  a  ftatement  of  the  weather,  to  have  been 
erroneous.  A  fimilar  error  concerning  the  plague  and  other 
contagious  difeafes  has  been  current  in  moil  countries  among  th» 
uninformed. 

Among  the  defultory  faEls  and  reJlc£llons,  with  which  Dr.  Carey's 
work  abounds,  fome  appear  worthy  of  the  notice  of  Europeaa 
readers.  The  late  dreadful  fufferings — the  lofs  of  four  thou- 
fand  lives — the  terror  and  uncomfortable  Hate  of  the  reft — the 
injury  fuftained  by  the  commercial  intereil:  of  the  ftate — might 
all  have  been  prevented,  if  the  magiilrates  had  been  inverted 
with  authority  to  interpofc  in  time,  and  if  they  had  exerted  that  au- 
thority properly. 

*' For  a  whole  month,  the  difeafe  lurked  in  one  flreet,  and  was  con- 
fined to  a  few  houfes  in  that  ftreet.  Who  can  doubt  that  it  might 
eafily  have  been  ftified  in  its  birth  ?"  but  then,  is  Mr.  Carey  certain 
that  the  phyficians  and  magiftrates  were  apprized  of  the  deleterious 
nature  of  the  contagion  ?  It  might  probably,  for  fom.e  time,  have. 
been  confounded  with  an  ordinary  epidemic  ;  and  ftatefmen  have  not 
yet  condefcended  to  frame  rcgulatiouj  for  checking  the  ravages  that 
common  contagious  fevers  produce  ;  thou'^h  the  defign  is  important, 
and,  as  v.'e  believe,  praCiicuble. — The  afiertion  (p.  85)  "  that  halt 
or  a  third  of  thofe  who  died  (tme  thoul'and  four  hundred,  or  two 
thoufand  perfons)  periflied  for  want  of  the  neccffuy  care  and  atten- 
tion, owing  to  the  extraordinary  panic,"  mnft  fill  every  brcaft,  itt 
vhich  common  fympatby  lor  human  fufferings  refides,  with  indig- 
nant 
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nant  grief,  and  many  at  Philadelphia  with  the  moft  lively  regret. 
The  ties  of  blood  and  of  affcdion  appear  indeed  to  have  been  torn 
afunder  by  fear,  with  a  degree  of  violence  which  is  inconceivable  to 
a.  fpe^lator  of  the  ufual  afpc£l  of  focial  life. 

The  following  occurs  (p.  107)  among  his  detached  obfervations : 
*'  ShaU  I  be  pardoned  for  pafling  a  cenfure  on  thofe,  whofe  mif- 
taken  zeal  led  them,  during  the  moft  dreadful  llagcs  of  the  calamity, 
to  crowd  fome  of  our  churches,  and  aid  this  frightful  enemy  in  his 
work  of  deflruiition  ?  who,  fearful  leA  their  prayers  and  adoration  at 
hora.e  would  not  find  acceptance  before  the  Deity,  reforted  to 
churches  filled  with  bodies  of  contagious  air,  where,  with  every 
breath,  they  inhaled  noxious  miafmata  ?  To  this  fingle  caufe  1  am 
bold  in  afcribing  a  large  proportion  of  the  mortality;  and  it  is^  remark- 
able that  thofe  congregations,  whofe  places  of  worfliip  were  moft 
crowded,  have  fuftered  the  moll  dreadfully.  Will  men  never  acquir« 
wifdom  ?  Are  we  yet  to  learn,  tliat  the  Almighty  Architedl  of  the 
heavens  and  the  earth  does  not  require  *'  temples  made  with  men's 
hands?"  that  going  to  a  place  of  vvorftiip,  againft  the  g'-eat  law  of 
lelf-prefervation,  implanted  in  indelible  charaftcrs  by  his  Divine 
hand,  on  the  breaft  of  every  one  of  his  creatures,  conftitutcs  no  part 
of  the  adoration  due  to  the  Maker  and  Preferver  of  mankind  ?  T  hat 
*  a  meek  and  humble  heart'  is  the  temple  wherein  he  delights  to  be 
vvorfliipped  ?  1  hope  not — I  hope  the  awful  lelfon  fome  of  our  con- 
gregations hold  forth  on  this  fubjeit,  by  a  mortality  out  of  all  pro- 
portion to  their  numbers,  will  ferve  as  a  memento  at  all  future  times 
in  the  like  critical  emergencies  1" 

To  this  account  we  fubjoin  the  following  lift  of  the  number  of 
perfons  who  fell  a  prey  to  this  deftrudivc  malady  : 

"  Auguft 32  J 

*'  September 144* 

*'  Oftober 1993 

*'  November 118 

*'  Jews,  returned  in  grofs » 

*'  Baptifls,  ditto 53 

*'  Methodifto,  ditto 31 

**  Free  Quakers,  ditto 39 

"  German  part  of  St.  Mary's  congregation       .     •         30 

Total     403 1  * 
*  i'tf^  Carey's  Situ  Ascnnt  of  iht  M*l:gntipt  Fcttr,  ^c.  8r».  3d  edit. 

No 
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No  city  can  boaft  of  fo  many  ufeful  improvements  in  manufactures, 
5n  the  meclianical  arts,  in  the  art  of  heahng,  and  particularly  in  the 
faience  of  humanity,  as  Philadelphia.  The  tradefmen  and  manufac- 
turers have  become  lb  numerous,  that  they  are  beginning  to  affo- 
ciate  for  mutual  improvement,  and  to  promote  regularity  and  uni- 
formity in  their  feverai  occupations.  The  carpenters,  the  cord- 
v.ainers,  the  taylors,  the  watch-makers,  the  joiners,  and  hair-dref- 
fers,  have  already  affociated,  and  others  iire  forming  into  companies 
upon  the  fame  plan. 

The  Philadelphians  have  exerted  their  endeavours  with  happy 
and  growing  fuccefs,  to  prevent  the  intemperate  ufe  of  fpirituous  li- 
quors. In  accomplifning  this  benevolent  purpofe,  on  which  fo  much 
of  the  profperity  and  glory  of  their  empire  depends,  every  good  citizen 
in  the  Union  ought  cheerfully  to  lend  his  aid  and  influence.  As  one 
important  ftep  towards  effefting  their  defign,  they  are  encouraging 
breweries,  which  are  fail  increafing.  There  are  fourteen  already  in 
the  city,  and  feven  or  eight  in  the  country.  The  increafe"of  the  ccm- 
fumption  of  beer,  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years  pafl-,  in  every  part  of 
America,  and  particularly  in  Pennfylvania,  has  been  aftonifliing.  It 
has  become  a  falhionable  drink,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but  that 
in  a  few  years  it  will  come  into  univerfai  ufe  among  all  dalles  of 
people.  In  proportion  as  the  ufe  of  beer  increafes,  in  the  fame  pro- 
portion will  the  ufe  of  fpirituous  liquors  decreafe.  This  will 
be  a  happy  change.  The  Philadelphia  porter,  which  is  exported 
to  various  parts,  is  reckoned  equal  to  that  which  is  manufactured  in 
London. 

In  fliort,  whether  we  confider  the  local  fituation,  the  fize,  the 
beauty,  the  variety  and  utility  of  the  improvements  in  mechanics, 
agriculture,  and  manufactures,  or  the  induftry,  the  enterprize,  the 
humanity,  and  the  abilities  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia, it  merits  to  be  viewed  as  the  capital  of  the  flourifliing  em- 
pire of  United  America. 

LA^M:ASTER. 

The  borough  of  Lancafter  is  the  largeft  inland  town  in  the  United 
States.  It  is  the  feat  of  juftice.in  Lancafter  county,  and  ilands  on 
Coneftoga  creek,  fixty-fix  miles,  a  little  to  the  north  of  the  well 
from  Philadelphia.  Its  trade  is  already  large,  and  muft  increafe  in 
proportion  as  the  furrounding  country  populates.  It  contains  abouC 
feven  ©r  eight  hundred  houfes^  befides  a  moii  elegant  court  houfe, 

a  uum- 
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a  number  of  handfome  churches,  and  other  public  builiiings,  and 

about  five  thoufand  inhabitants,  a  great  proportion  of  whom  are 

Inanufa6turers. 

CARi-isLr:. 

Carlifle  is  the  feat  of  juflice  in  Cum'.)erhnd  county,  and  is  one 
hundred  and  f.vcnty  n-ilcs  vvelhvard  of  Phila^'elphia.  It  contains  up- 
wards of  fixtccn  hiMiiijcd  inhabitants,  who  live  in  more  than  three 
hundred  ftone  hotifes,  and  worfliip  in  three  churches.  They 
have  alfo  a  court  houfc  nn^l  a  college.  Forty  years  ago,  this  fpot 
was  a  wildernefs,  and  inhabited  by  Indians  and  wild  beafts.  A 
like  in  (lance  of  the  rapid  progrefs  of  tiie  arts  of  civilized  life  is 
fcarcely  to  be  found  in  hillory. 

PITTSBURGH, 

On  the  wcftern  fide  of  the  Allegany  mountains,  three  hundred 
and  tv/enty  miles  wellward  of  I'hiladelphia,  is  beautifully  fituatc-d  on 
a  large  plain,  which  is  the  point  of  land  between  the  Allegany  and 
Monongahela  river,  ar.d  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  above  their  con- 
fluence, in  latitude  40°  26'  north.  It  contains  about  twp  hundred 
houfes,  ftores,  and  fiiops,  and  about  a  thoufand  inhabitants,  who 
are  chiefly  Prefbyteiians  and  Epifcopalians.  The  furrounding 
country  is  very  hilly,  but  good  land,  and  well  ftored  with  excellent 
coal.  The  rivers  abound  with  fine  fi(h,  fuch  as  pike,  perch,  and 
cat  fifli,  which  are  all  much  larger  than  the  fame  fpecies  on  the  eaftern 
fide  of  the  mountains. 

This  town  is  laid  out  on  Pcnu's  plan,  and  is  a  thoroughfare  for 
travellers  from  tiie  Ealiern  and  Middle  States,  to  the  lettlement  on 
the  Ohio. 

SUNEURY, 

The  fliire  town  of  Northumberland  county,  is  fituated  on  the  eaft 
iide  of  Sufquehsnrah  riv^r,  ju ft  below  the  junftion  of  the  eaft  and 
weft  branches,  in  about  latitude  40^  53',  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  miles  north-weft  from  Philadelphia,  and  contains 
about  one  hundred  houfes. 

BETHLEHEM. 

Bethlehem  is  fituated  on  the  river  Lehigh,  a  weftern  branch  of 
the  Delaware,  fifty-three  miles  north  of  Philadelphia,  in  latitude 
40"  37'.  The  town  being  built  partly  on  high  rilaig  ground,  ^nd 
partly  on  the  lower  banks  of  the  Manakes,  a  fine  cieek,  which  af- 
fords ti;out  and  other  fifli,  has  a  very  pleafant  and  healthy  fituatioa. 
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and  is  frequently  vifued  in  die  i'lmmer  feafon  by  gentry  from  different 
■parts.  i  he  piofpe6l  is  n^t  extcr. five,  being  bounded  very  near  by  a 
chain  of  the  Lehigh  hills.  1  o  the  northward  is  a  tra6^  of  land  called 
the  dry  lands. 

In  the  year  1787,  the  number  of  inhabitants  amounted  t:  be»:w'een 
£ve  and  fix  hundred,  and  the  houfes  were  about  fixty  in  number, 
moilly  good  frong  buildings  of  line-ftone.  The  to^vn  has  fines 
confiderably  increaied,  and  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  piefent  arc 
about  one  thoufand, 

Befides  the  church  or  public  meeting-hall,  there  are  three  large 
fpacious  buildings,  &c. 

1.  The  fingle  brethren's  or  young  men's  houfe,  fvicing  the  main 
flreet  or  public  road.  Here  the  greateft  part  of  the  fingle  tradef- 
men,  journeymen,  and  apprenfi:r.sof  the  town  are  boarded  at  a  mo- 
derate rate,  under  the  infpettion  of  an  eider  and  uarden,  and  have, 
befides  the  public  meetings,  their  houfe  for  devotions,  and  morning 
and  evening  prayers..  Dift'erent  trades  are  carried  on  in  the  houfe  for 
the  benefit  of  the  fime. 

2.  The  iingle  hfters,  or  young  women's  houfe,  where  they  live 
■under  the  c:  re  of  female  infpeftors.  Such  as  are  not ,  employed  in 
private  families,  earn  their  bread  moftly  by  fpinning,  fewing,  fine 
needle-work,  knitting,  and  other  female  occupations. 

Though  this  houie  has  its  particular  regulations  to  preferve  order 
and  decorum,  and  may  perhaps  bear  iome  refemblance  to  a  nunnery, 
being  fometimes  anproperly  fo  called,  yet  the  plan  is  very  different. 
The  ladies  are  at  liberty  to  go  about  their  bnfinefs  in  the  towo, 
or  to  take  a  walk  for  recreation  ,•  and  fame  are  employed  in  pri- 
vate families^  or  live  with  their  parents ;  neither  are  they  bound  to 
remain  fingle,  for  every  year  a  number  of  them  enter  into  the  mar- 
ried ftate. 

As  to  their  almofl  uniform  drefs,  the  women  in  general,  for  the 
•    Take  of  avoiding  extravagance,  and  the  follies  of  falhion,  have  hitherto 
Iccpt  to  a  particular  fimple  drcfs,   introduced  among  them  by  the 
Germans  many  years  ago. 

3.  The  houfe  for  the  widow  women  ;  where  fiich  as  have  not  a 
houfe  of  their  own,  or  means  to  have  their  own  houfe  furniilied, 
live  nearly  in  the  fame  way  as  do  the  fingle  fifters.  Such  as  are  poor, 
infirm,  and  fuperannuated,  are  afhfled  or  maintained  by  the  congre- 
gation, as  is  the  cafe  with  other  members  of  the  Jfexne  that  are  not  able 
to  obtain  lubliftence  for  themfelves. 

Thers 
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There  is,  befides,  an  inflitution  of  a  fociety  of  married  men,  be- 
gun fince  the  year  1770,  for  the  fupport  of  their  widows.  A  cu[i(i- 
derable  fund  or  principal  has  been  raifed  by  them,  the  intcrelt  of 
which,  as  well  as  the  yearly  contributions  of  tlic  members,  is  re^^u- 
larly  divided  among  the  widows  whofe  htifbands  have  been  membeis 
of  the  inftitution. 

In  the  houle  adjoining  the  church  is  the  fchool  for  girls;  and  fince 
the  year  17S7,  a  boarding  fchool  for  young  Indies  from  d'fferenc 
parts,  who  are  inftrutftcd  in  reading  and  writing,  both  Englifli  and 
German,  grammar,  arithmetic,  hilb^ry,  geography,  needle-wo-k,- 
mulic,  &c. 

The  miuifter  of  the  |lace  has  the  f[jecial  care  and  infpcc^ion  of  this 
as  well  as  of  the  boys  fchool,  which  is  kept  in  a  feparatehoufe,  fitted 
to  that  purpofe,  and  are  taught  reading  and  writing  in  both  lan- 
guages, the  rudiments  of  the  Latin  tongue,  arithmetic,  &c.  Thefe 
fchools,  efpecially  that  for  the  young  ladies,  are  defervedly  in  very 
high  repute,  and  fcholars,  more  than  can  be  accommodated,  are  of- 
fered from  all  parts  of  the  United  States. 

Befides  the  different  houfes  for  private  tradefmen^  mechanics,  and 
others,  there  is  a  public  tavern  at  the  noi-th  end  of  the  town,  with 
good  accommodations  ;  alfo  a  flore,  with  a  general  afl"ortment  of 
goods ;  an  apothecary's  lliop  ;  a  large  farm  yard  ;  and  on  the  lower 
part,  on  Manakes  creek,  is  a  large  tan  yard,  a  currier's  and  dyer's 
lliop,  a  grift  mill,  fulling  mill,  oil  mill  and  faw  mill ;  and  on  the 
banks  of  the  Lehigh,  is  a  brewery. 

The  town  is  fupplied  with  good  water  from  a  fpiing,  which  being 
in  the  lower  part  of  the  town,  is  raifed  up  the  hill  by  a  machine  of  a 
very  fimple  conftruftion,  to  the  height  of  upwards  of  one  hundred 
feet,  into  a  refervoir,  whence  it  is  conduded  by  pipes  into  the  fe- 
\eral  lb  eets  and  public  buildings  of  the  town. 

The  ferry  acrofs  the  river  is  of  luch  particular  contrivance,  that  a 
flat,  large  enough  to  carry  a  team  of  lix  horfes,  ruris  on  a  ftro:ig  rope 
fixed  and  ftretched  acrofs ;  and,  by  the  mere  force  of  the  (iream, 
without  any  other  affiftance,  crolfes  the  river  backwards  and  forwards; 
the  flat  always  being  put  in  an  oblique  dirertion,  with  its  foremoft 
end  verging  towards  the  line  defcribed  by  the  rope. 

The  greater  part  of  the  inhabitants,  as  well  as  the  people  in  the 
neighbourhood,  bring  of  German  extradion,  this  language  is  more 
in  ufe  than  the  Englifli.  The  latter,  however,  is  taught  in  the 
iphools,  and  divine  fervice  is  performed  in  both  languages. 

3  K  2  NAZASlETKt 
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NAZARETH. 

Nazareth  is  ten  miles  north  from  Bethlehem,  and  fixty-three  north 
from  Philadelphia  ;  it  is  a  traft  of  good  land,  contaiiiing  about  five 
thoufand  acres,  purchacd  originally  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  George  Vv'hit- 
field  in  1740,  and  fold  two  years  after  to  the  brethren.  The  town 
was  laid  out  almoft  in  the  center  of  this  tract  in  1772.  Two  ilrcets 
crofs  each  other  at  right  angles,  and  ibrm  a  ilju.aifc  in  the  nrddi?,  of 
three  hundred  and  forty,  by  two  hundred  feet.  The  large Lt  budd-. 
irveis  a  ilone  houle,  erected  in  1755,  named  Nazarech  hall,  ninety- 
eight  by  forty-fix  long,  and  fifry-four  in  height.  In  the  lowenrsoil 
ftory  is  a  ipacious  meeting  hall,  or  church ;  the  upper  part  of  the 
houfe  is  chiefly  fitced  for  a  boarding-fchool,  where  youth,  from  dif-. 
ferent  parts,  are  under  the  care  and  infpci^ion  of  the  miniifer  of  tf.e 
place  and  feveral  tutors,  and  are  inftru'fted  in  the  Englifli,  German, 
Latin,  and  French  languages  ;  in  hiftory,  geography,  book-keeping, 
mathematics,  muuc,  drawing,  and  other  fciences.  The  front  of 
the  houfe  i'aces  a  large  fquare  open  to  the  fouth,  adjoining  a  fine 
p^ece  of  meadow  ground,  and  commands  a  molt  beautiful  and  ex- 
tenfive  profpeft.  Another  elegant  building  on  the  eail  fide  of  Na- 
zareth hall  is  inhabited  by  fingle  fiflers,  who  have  the  fame  regula- 
tions and  way  of  living  as  thofe  in  Bethlehem.  Befides  their  prin- 
ci  al  manufadory  for  fpinning  and  twitting  cotton,  th-.y  have  lately 
begun  to  draw  wax  tapers. 

At  the  fouth-weft  corner  of  the  aforefaid  fquare,  in  the  middle  of 
the  town,  is  the  fingle  brethren's  houfe,  and  on  the  eaft-fouth-eafl; 
corner  a  flore.  On  the  fouthernmoft  end  of  the  ftreet  is  a  ;^ood  ta- 
vern. The  houfes  are,  a  few  excepted,  built  of  lime  ftone,  one  or 
two  llories  high,  inhabited  by  tradefmen  and  mechanics,  moilly  of 
German  extraftion.  The  inhabitants  are  fupplied  wiih  water  con- 
veyed to  them  by  pipes  from  a  fine  fpring  near  the  town.  The  place 
is  noted  tor  having  an  exceedingly  pleailint  fituation,  and  enjoying  a 
pure  and  falubrious  air.  The  number  of  inhabitants  in  the  town  and 
farms  belonging  to  it,  Schoeneck  included,  conflituting  one  congre- 
gation, and  meeting  for  divine  fervice  on  Sundays  and  holidays  at 
Nazareth  hall,  was,  in  the  year  1788,  about  four  hundred  and  fifty, 
fince  which  time  they, are  confiderably  increafcd. 

LITIZ. 

Litiz  is  in  Lancafter  county  and  Warwick  towndiip,  eight  miles 
from  Lancafter,  and  ftjventy  miles  wcfl  from  Philadelphia.   This  i^t- 
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tlementwas  begun  in  the  year  1757.  There  are  now,  bcfules  aa 
elegant  church,  and  the  houses  of  the  fingle  bi^thrcu  and  fing'.c 
lilrers,  which  form  a  hirge  iquare,  a  number  ot"  houles  for  private 
faniihcs,  w.tli  a  ftore  and  tavern,  all  in  cne  ftieet.  There  is  alf)  a; 
good  farm  and  feveral  mill  works  belonging  to  the  place.  The. 
number  of  inhabitants,  including  thofc  that  belong  to  Litiz  congrega- 
tion, living  on  their  farms  in  the  neighbourhood,  amounted  in  1787, 
to  upwards  of  three  hundred. 

The  three  laft-mcntioned  towns  are  fettled  xhicfly  by  Moravian^ 
or  the  United  Brethren.         . '  -  . 

HARRISEURCH. 

Harri{burgh,  as  it  is  commonly  called,  but  legally  filled  Louif-. 
burgh,  is  the  principal  town  in  Dauphin  county,  is  a  very  flourifli- 
ing  place,  about  one  hundred  miles  vvefl:  by  north  from  Philadelphia. 
It  contained,  in  178Q,  one  hiindred  and  thirty  dwelling  ho tlfe^  a 
ftone  gaol,  and  a  German  church.  At  that  period  it  had  been, 
fettled  but  about  three  years. 

WASHINGTON, 

Three  hundred  mi'es  weft  of  Philadelphia,  and  beyond  the  Ohio, 
•has  been  ettled  fincc  the  war,  and  is  remarkable  for  the  variet.y  of 
its  manufadhires  for  fo  young  and  interior  a  town  ;  it  has  thirty-two 
manufaetures  of  twenty-two  different  kinds. 

p  o  p  u  L  A  T I  o  ^^ 

In  the  grand  convention  ht.ld  at  Philadelphia  in  1787,  the  inhabi- 
tants in  this  State  w.re  reckoned  at  three  bundled  and  fixty  thoufand. 
lu  ^790,  according  to  the  cenfus  then  taken,  they  were  four  hundred 
and  tnira'  four  thouiaud  thr>.-e  hundred  and  leventy-three,  being  an 
increaie  of  frvetity-four  thouflmd  three  hundred  and  fcvcnty-three,  or 
twenty-four  thouiand  leven  hundred  and  ninetyrone  per  ann.  Reck- 
oning 'only  en  the  lame  propoition  if  increafe,  the  prcfent  number 
of  iniiabitanto  i-i  Fenniyivania  cannot  be  much  leis  tlian  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thiAifand.  The  number  of  militia  in  this  State  is  eftimated  at 
ab^yUt  one  hundred  thoufand,  between  eighteen  and  iilty-threc  years 
of  ;(ge. 

The  following  table  fliews  the  proportionate  population  of  each 
county,  according  to  ih.-  cenfus  of  1 790,  " 
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COUNTIES. 


City  of  Philadelphia 
Suburbs     .... 


Total  of  city  and  fiiburbs 
Remainderof  Philadel-  ] 
phia  county    ...  J 
Montgomery 
Bucks     .    . 
Delaware   . 
Chefter  .    .    . 
Lancafter    .    ■ 
I^erks     .    . 
Northampton 


Luzerne 
Dauphin 
Northumberland 
Miftlin    .    .    . 
Huntingdon   . 
Cumbeilandr. 
Bedf(.rd      .    . 
Franklin     .    . 
York  .... 
Weftmoreland 
Allegany     .    . 
Wafliington   . 
Fayette  .    .    . 


•5  ^ 


11360 
3126 
6008 

f^575 

£536 

7488 

9713 

7714 
6008 

1236 

46!J7 
4191 

I9S4 
1872 
4821 
2887 
4022 
9213 

4013 
2635 

5334 

3425 


E  . 

I- 
(5 


7739  5270 
3621  2974 


8244 
2652 

5383 
5947 
2113 

6595 
8070 

7551 
6410 

133 1 
44:^7 
4726 
1949 
20S9 

4137 
3'^4i 
3860 
9527 

43^:5 

2745 

7170 

3416^ 


'3883 
^95; 


20838 

5682 

10984 
12037 

4495 
13166 

17471 
14048 
1 1676 

2313 
8814 

8046 

3558 
3537 
8456 
6316 
717c 
17671 

7483 

4761 

1 1087 

6154 


1420 

38s 


1805 

297 

440 

581 

289 

543 

545 
20J 

133 
^3 
57 

109 

42 

24 

206 

34 
27:5 

837 
39 

9 

12 

4« 
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210 
63 


28522 
13998 


273 
114 
114 

26l| 

50 
u-; 
348 

65! 

23! 

1 1' 

I 

212 

89 
59 
43 
223 
46 

330 
499 
128 

159 
263 

282 


3737 


42520 

11871 

22929 

25401 

9483 

27937 

36147 

30179 
24250 

4904 
18177 
17161 
7562 
7^65 
18243 
13124 

15655 
37747 
16018 
10309 
23866 

13325 


434373 


RELIGION  AND  CHARACTER. 
The  fituation  of  religion  and  religious  rights  and  liberty  in  Pcnn- 
fylvania  is  a  matter  that  defervcs  the  attention  of  all  fober  and  well- 
difpofed  people,  who  may  have  thoughts  of  feeking  the  enjoyment 
of  civil  and  religious  liberty  in  America.  This  State  always  afforded 
an  afylum  to  the  perlecuted  fe£ts  of  Europe.  No  church  or  fo- 
ciety  ever  was  eflabliflied  here,  no  tithes  or  tenths  can  be  demanded ; 
■-..,.  4  a«tl 
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and  though  fomc  regulations  of  the  crown  of  England  exchided  two 
churches  from  a  ihare  in  the  government  of  the  province,  thefe  are 
now  done  away  Wiih  regard  to  every  religious  fociety  whatever.  A 
convention  f  fpec  al  reprefentatives  of  the  citizens  of  Pennfylvania 
have  had  undei  'nfi deration  all  the  errors  that  had  inadvertently 
crept  into  their  conft)t.;tion  and  frame  of  government,  ;ind,  in  the 
a£l  they  have  pibliflud  for  the  examination  of  the  people,  they 
have  rejected  the  ^eteflahle  half -'•May  dodrine  of  Toleration,  and  have 
eJlabliJ}:eJ,  upon  firnt  and  perfeiftly  equal  ground,  all  denominations 
of  religi'  us  men.  By  the  prov  ilions  of  the  new  code,  a  Proteftant, 
a  Roman  Catholic,  and  a  Hebrew,  may  ele(5t  or  be  elefted  to  any 
office  in  the  State,  and  purfue  any  liuvful  calling,  occupation,  or 
profeffion. 

The  inhabitants  of  Pennfylvania  are  principally  the  defcendants 
of  the  Enolifh,  Irilh  and  Germans,  with  fome  Scotch,  Welch, 
Swedes  and  a  fevv'  Dutch.  There  are  alio  many  of  the  Irifh  and 
Germans  who  emigrated  when  young  or  middle-aged.  The  Friends 
and  Epifcopalians  are  chiefly  of  Engiifli  extraction,  and  compcfe 
about  one-third  of  the  inhabitants.  They  live  principally  in  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  in  the  counties  of  Chefler,  Philadelphia, 
Bucks  and  Montgomery.  The  Irifli  are  moftiy  Prefl-ytcrians,  but 
fome  Cuth.ilics.  Their  anceffors  came  from  the  north  of  Ireland, 
which  was  originally  fettled  from  Scotland  ;  hence  they  have  fome- 
times  been  called  Scotch  Irifli,  to  denote  their  double  defcent ;  but 
they  are  commonly  and  more  jiroperly  called  Irifli,  or  the  defcend- 
ants of  people  from  the  north  of  Ireland.  They  inhabit  the  weftera 
and  frontier  counties,  and  are  numerous. 

The  Germans  compofe  about  one  quarter  of  the  inhabitants  of 
Pennfylvania.  They  are  moil  numerous  in  the  north  parts  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  count, es  of  Pl)iladelphia,  Montgomer}*, 
Bucks,  Dauphin,  Lancafter,  York,  and  N<  rthampton,  mcftly  in 
the  four  laft,  and  are  fprcading  in  other  part^  They  confiftof  Lu- 
therans (who  are  the  moft  numerous  fei^t)  Cai- ia ills  or  Reformed 
Church,  Moravians,  Catholics,  Mennonifts,  Tunkcrs  (corruptly 
called  Dunkers)  and  Zwingfelfers,  who  are  -^  fpccies  of  Quakers. 
Thefe  are  all  dillinguiflied  for  toeir  temperance,  induflry,  and 
economy. 

The  Germans  have  ufually  fif  een  of  fixty-nine  members  in  the 
AfTembly;  and  fome  of  them  have  a ri fen  to  the  firft  honours  in  the 
State,  and  now  fill  a  number  of  the  higher  ofSces  j  yet  the  body  of 

them 


44^  GENEHAL    DESCRIPTION 

them  want  education.     A  literary  fpirit  has  however  of  late  been  iti" 
creafing  among  them. 

The  Baptifts,  except  the  Mennonift  and  Tunker  Baptifls,  wlio 
are  Germans,  are  chiefly  the  defcendants  of  emigrants  from 
Wales,  and  are  not  numeioiis.  A  prop^  tionate  alTemblage  of  the 
rational  prejudices,  the  manners,  ciiftoms,  rehgions,  and  poHtical 
featiments  of  all  thefe,  will  form  the  Pennfylvanian  charafter.  As 
the  leading  traits  in  this  charafter,  thus  conflituted,  we  may  venture 
to  mention  induftry,  frugality,  bordering  in  feme  inftances  on  parfi- 
mony,  enterprize,  a  tafle  and  ability  for  improvements  in  mechanics, 
in  manufactures,  in  agriculture,  in  public  buildings  and  inftitutions, 
in  commerce,  and  in  the  liberal  fciences ;  temperance,  plalnnefs, 
and  fiinplicity  in  drefs  and  manners;  pride  and  humilify  in  their  ex- 
tremes; inofFenfivenefs  and  iiitrigue  ;  and  in  regard  to  religion,  va- 
riety and  HARMONY.  Such  appear  to  be  the  dillinguifhing  traits 
in  the  coileclive  Pennfylvanian  charadler.  .; 

LITERARY,    HUMANE,    AND  OTHER  USEFUL 
SOCIETIES. 

Thefe  are  more  numerous  and  flourifliing  in  Pennfylvaaia,  than  ia 
any  of  the  United  States.  The  names  of  the  principal  of  thefe  im- 
proving inflitutions,  the  times  when  they  were  eftablilhed,  and  the  fum- 
inary  of  the  benevolent  defigns  they  were  intended  to  accomplifh, 
will  be  mentioned  in  their  order. 

I.  The  American  Philofophical  Society,  held  at  Philadelphia,  for 
promoting  ufeful  knowledge.  This  fociety  was  formed  January  2d, 
1 769,  by  the  union  of  two  other  literary  focieties  that  had  lubfifled  for 
fome  time  in  Philadelphia,  and  were  created  one  body  corporate  and 
politic,  with  fuch  powers,  privileges,  and  immunities  as  are  necef- 
fary  for  anfwering  the  valuable  puipofes  which  the  fociety  had  origi- 
nally in  view,  by  a  charter  granted  by  the  Commonwealth  of  Penn- 
fylvania,  on  the  15th  of  March,  1780.  This  fociety  have  already 
publifhed  three  very  valuable  volumes  of  their  tranfadions ;  one  in 
1771,   oneini786,  and  the  other  in  1793. 

In  1 77 1,  this  fociety  confided  of  nearly  three  hundred  mem- 
bers ;  and  upwards  of  one  hundred  and  twenty  have  fince  been 
added ;  a  large  proportion  of  w^rich  are  perfons  of  the  firft  diflinc- 
tion  iq  Europe,  .»;i;     .    ■,•.  1  '  •, '  ,.< 
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Their  charter  allows  them  to  hold  lands,  gifts,  Sec.  to  the  amount 
of  the  clear  yearly  value  of  ten  thouf;UKl  bufliels  of  wheat.  The 
number  of  members  is  not  limited. 

2.  The  Society  for  promoting  Political  Inquiries,  confiding  of 
fifty  members,  inftituted  in  February,  1787. 

3.  The  College  of  Phyficians,  inftituted  in  1787,  for  the  pro- 
motion of  medical,  anatomical,  and  chemical  knoulegc,  incorpo- 
rated by  aft  of  AfTcmbly,  March,  1789. 

4.  The  Pennfylvania  Hofpital,  a  humane  inflitution,  v.hich  was 
firft  meditated  in  17  50,  and  carried  into  effeft  by  means  of  a  liberal 
fubfcription  of  about  3000I.  and  by  the  afliftance  of  the  Aflcmbly, 
who,  in  17  s  I,  granted  as  much  more  for  the  purpofe.  The  preft-nt 
building  was  begun  in  1754,  and  finiflied  in  1756.  This  hofpital 
is  under  the  direftion  of  twelve  managers,  chofen  annually,  and  is 
vifited  every  year  by  a  committee  of  the  Affembly.  The  accounts 
of  the  managers  are  fubmitted  to  the  infpeftion  of  the  legiflature. 
Six  phyficians  attend  gratis,  and  generally  prefcribe  twice  or  three 
times  in  a  week,  in  their  turns.  This  hofpital  is  the  general  receptacle 
of  lunatics  and  madmen,  and  of  thofe  afFeded  with  other  diforders, 
and  are  unable  to  fupport  themlelves.  Here  they  are  humanely 
treated  and  well  provided  for. 

5.  The  Philadelphia  Difpenfarv,  for  the  medical  relief  of  the  poor. 
This  benevolent  inllitution  was  eflabliflied  on  the  12th  of  April, 
1786,  and  is  fupported  by  annual  fubfcriptions  of  thirty-five  fliillings 
each  perfon.  No  lefs  than  eighteen  hundred  patients  were  admitted 
within  fixteen  months  after  the  firft  opening  of  the  difpcnfary.  It 
is  under  the  dire6tion  of  twelve  managers  and  fix  phyficians,  all  of 
whom  attend  gratis.  This  inftitution  exhibits  an  application  of 
fomething  like  the  mechanical  powers  to  the  purpofes  of  humanity. 
The  greateft  quantity  of  good  is  produced  this  way  with  the  lealt 
money.  Five  hundred  pounds  a  year  defrays  all  the  expenfes  of  the 
inftitution.  The  poor  are  taken  care  of  in  their  own  houfes,  and 
provide  every  thing  for  themfelves,  except  medicines,  cordials, 
drinks,  &cc. 

6.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  promoting  the  abolition  of 
flavery,  and  the  relief  of  free  negroes  unlawfully  held  in  bondage. 
This  fociety  was  begun  in  1774,  and  enlarged  on  the  23d  of  April, 
17S7.  The  officers  of  the  fociety  confift  of  a  prefidcnt,  two  vicc- 
prefidents,  two  fecretaries,  a  treafurer,  four  counfellors,  an  elc6ting 
committee  of  twelve,  and  an  ading  committee  of  fix  members ;  all 
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of  whoiTi,  except  the  lafV,  are  to  be  chofen  annually  by  ballot  on  llic 
fitft  Monday  in  January.  The  fociety  meet  quarterly,  and  each 
member  contributes  ten  flilUings  annually,  in  quarterly  payments, 
towards  defraying  its  contingent  expenfes. 

The  legiflature  of  this  State  have  favoured  the  humane  defigns  of 
ihis  fociety,  by  "  An  A£l  for  the  gradual  Abolition  of  Slavery,'* 
pafled  on  the  firft  of  March,  1780;  wherein,  among  other  things, 
it  is  ordained,  that  no  perfon  born  within  the  State,  after  the  pafling 
of  the  aft,  fliall  be  confidered  as  a  fervant  for  life  ;  and  all  perpetual 
flavery  is  by  this  a£l  for  ever  aboliflied.  The  aft  provides,  that 
thofe  who  would,  in  cafe  this  aft  had  not  been  made,  have  been 
born  fervants  or  Haves,  fliall  be  deemed  fuch,  till  they  fliall  attain 
the  age  of  twenty-eight  years ;  but  they  are  to  be  treated  in  all  re- 
ijpefts  as  fervants  bound  by  indenture  for  four  years. 

7.  The  Society  of  the  United  Brethren,  for  propagating  the  gofpel 
among  the  heathens,  inftituted  in  1787,  to  be  held  ilatedly  at  Beth- 
lehem. An  aft,  incorporating  this  fociety,  and  invefling  it  with  all 
neceflary  powers  and  privileges  for  accomplifliing  its  pious  defigns, 
was  pafled  by  the  legiflature  of  the  State  on  the  27th  of  February, 
1788.  They  can  hold  lands,  houfes,  &;c.  to  the  annual  amount  of 
two  thoufand  pounds. 

Thefe  pious  Brethren,  commonly  called  Moravians,  began  a  mif- 
€ion  among  the  Mahikan,  Wampano,  Delaware,  Shawanoe,  Nan- 
tikok  and  other  Indians,  about  fifty  years  ago,  and  were  fo  fuccefs- 
ful,  as  to  have  baptized  more  than  one  thoufand  fouls  on  a  profeffion 
of  Chiiftianity.  Six  hundred  of  thefe  have  died  in  the  Chriftian  faith  ; 
about  three  hundred  live  with  the  miflionaries  near  lake  Erie,  and 
the  reft  are  either  dead  or  apoftates  in  the  wildernefs. 

8.  The  Pennfylvania  Society,  for  the  encouragement  of  manu- 
faftures  and  ufeful  arts,  inftituted  in  1787,  open  for  the  reception 
of  every  citizen  in  the  United  States  which  will  fulfil  the  engage- 
flaents  of  a  member  of  the  fame.  The  fociety  is  under  the  direftion 
of  a  prefident,  four  vice-prefidents  and  twelve  managers,  befides 
fubordinate  ofiicers.  Each  member,  on  his  admiflion,  pays  ten  fliil- 
lings  at  leaft  into  the  general  fund  j  and  the  fame  fam  annually,  till 
he  fliall  ceafe  to  be  a  member. 

Befides  thefe,  a  very  refpeftable  infurance  company  has  lately  been 

eftabliflied  in  Philadelphia,  with  a  capital  of  fix  hundred  thoufand. 

dollars,  who  have  commenced  bufinefs  to  advantage. — There  is  alfo 

a  Society  for  alleviating  the  Miferies  of  Prifoiis  j  and  a  Humane 
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Society,  for  the  recovering  and  reftoring  to  life  the  bodies  of  drowned 
perfons,  inllituted  in  1770,  under  the  diredion  of  thirteen  ma- 
nagers.— And  a  Society  for  the  aid  and  proteftion  of  Irifli  enii- 
grants. 

Alfo,  an  Agricultural  Society;  a  Society  for  Genr.an  emi<Trants  ► 
a  Marine  Society,  coiififting  of  captains  of  veffcls ;  a  Charitable 
Society  for  the  fupport  of  widows  and  families  of  Prelbyteriaa 
clergymen  ;  and  St.  George's,  St.  Andrew's,  and  the  Hibernian 
Charitable  Societies.  Moll  of  thefe  focictics  are  in  the  city  of  Phi- 
ladelphia. 

COLLEGES,  ACADEmES,  AND  SCHOOLS. 

From  the  enterprifing  and  literary-  fpirit  of  the  Pennfylvanians,  wc 
fliould  naturally  conclude,  what  is  fac%  that  thefe  are  numerous. 

In  Philadelphia  is  the  univerfity  of  Pennfylvania,  founded  and 
endowed  by  the  legiflature  during  the  war.  ProfeHbrfliips  are  efta- 
bliflied  in  aU  the  liberal  arts  and  faiences,  and  a  complete  courfe  of 
education  may  be  purfued  here  from  the  iirft  rudiments  of  literature 
to  the  higheft  bnnches  of  fcience. 

The  college  and  academy  of  Philadelphia  was  founded  by  charter 
between  thirty  and  forty  years  ago,  and  endowed  by  fubfcriptions 
of  liberal-minded  perions.  Though  this  inftitution  was  interrupted 
in  its  progrefs  for  feveral  years  during  the  late  war,  yet  being  re- 
eftabliflied  fince  the  peace,  it  has  rapidly  recovered  its  former  ftate  of 
profperity,  and  to  the  bench  of  profefTors  has  lately  been  added  one 
of  common  and  federal  law,  which  renders  it  in  reality,  though  not 
in  name,  an  univerfity.  An  aft  to  unite  thefe  two  inftitutions  has 
paffed  the  legillature.  By  their  union  they  will  conllitute  one  of  the 
jnoft  refpeftable  feminaries  of  learning  in  the  United  btatcs. 

Dickinfon  College,  at  Carlifle,*an  hundred  and  twenty  miles 
weftward  of  Philadelphia,  wus  founded  in  17S3,  and  has  a  princijjal, 
three  profefTors,  a  philofophical  apparatus,  a  library  confifting  of 
nearly  three  thoufand  volumes,  four  thoufand  pounds  in  funded  cer- 
tificates, and  ten  tnouland  acres  of  land;  the  !aft^,  the  donaiioii  of 
the  State.  In  1787,  there  were  eighty  fludents  belonging  to  this 
college  :  this  number  is  annually  increafing.  It  was  named  after  his 
Excellency  John  Dickinfon,  author  of  the  Pennfylvania  Farmer's 
Letters,  and  formerly  prefident  of  the  Supreme  Executive  Council 
pf  this  St^te. 
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In  17S7,  a  college  was  founded  at  Lancaller,  fixty-fix  miles  froia 
Philadelphia,  and  honoured  with  the  name  of  Franklin  college,  after 
his  Excellency  Dr.  Franklin.  This  college  is  for  the  Germans,  in 
which  they  may  educate  their  youth  in  their  own  language,  and  in 
conformity  to  their  own  habits.  The  Englifti  language,  however, 
is  taught  in  it.  Its  endowments  are  nearly  the  fame  as  thofe  of 
Dickinfon  college.  Its  truftees  confift  of  Lutherans,  Prelbyterians, 
and  Calvinifts,  of  each  an  equal  number.  The  principal  is  a  Lii- 
theran,  and  the  vice-principal  is  a  Calvinift. 

The  Epifcopalians  have  an  academy  at  York  town,  in  York 
county.  There  are  alfo  academies  at  German  town,  at  Pittfhurg, 
at  Walhington,  at  Allen's  town,  and  other  places ;  thefe  are  endowed 
by  donations  from  the  legillature,  and  by  liberal  contributions  of 
individuals. 

The  fchools  for  young  men  and  women  in  Bethlehem  and  Naza- 
reth, under  the  direftion  of  the  people  called  Moravians,  are 
upon  the  beil  eftablifliment  of  any  fchools  in  America.  Befides 
thefe,  there  are  private  fchools  in  ditferent  parts  of  the  State  ;  and 
to  promote  the  education  of  poor  children,  the  State  have  appropri- 
ated a  large  traft  of  land  for  the  eflablifliment  of  free  fchools.  A 
great  proportion  of  the  labouring  people  among  the  Germans  and 
Irilh  are,  however,  extremely  ignorant. 

NEW    INVENTIONS. 

Thefe  have  been  numerous  and  ufeful.  Among  others  are  the 
following ; — a  new  model  of  the  planetary  worlds,  by  Mr.  Ritten- 
houle,  commonly,  but  improperly,  called  an  orrery  ;  a  quadrant,  by 
Mr.  Godfrey,  called  by  the  plagiary  name  of  Hadley's  quadrant ;  a 
fleam  boat,  io  conitru^led,  as  that,  by  the  affiftance  of  fleam,  ope- 
rating on  certain  machinery  withi*  the  boat,  it  moves  with  confidera- 
ble  rapidity  againfl  the  ftream  without  the  aid  of  hands.  MefT.  Fitch 
and  Rumfay  contend  with  each  other  for  the  honour  of  this  inven- 
tion. Befides  thefe,  there  have  been  invented  many  manufaftiu'ing 
machines  for  carding,  fpinning,  winnowing,  &c.  which  perform  aa 
immenfe  deal  of  work  with  very  little  manual  affiftance, 
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CONSTITUTION. 

yX'e  Confiitution  of  the  Con:mon<vjcalth  of  Pcnnfylvanla,  as  ratified  in 
Con-jention  the  id  day  of  September^    I  790. 

WE,  the  people  of  the  Commonwealth  of  Pennfylvania,  ordain 
and  ertablifli  this  conftitution  for  its  government. 

Article  I.  The  legillative  power  of  this  commonwealth  fliall  be 
Vefted  in  a  general  Aifcmbly,  which  flial  confifl:  of  a  fenate  and  houfe 
of  reprefentatives. 

II.  The  rcprei'entatives  fliall  be  chofen  annually  by  the  citizens 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  of  each  county  reipedively,  on  the 
iecond  Tuefday  of  Oi'^tober. 

III.  i\o  perion  fliall  be  a  reprefcntative  who  fliall  not  have  at- 
tained the  ag6  of  twenty-one  yearsj  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  in- 
habitant of  the  State  three  years  next  preceding  his  eleftion,  and  the 
laft  year  thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  city  or  county  in  which  he 
fliall  be  chofen  ;  utilefs  he  fliall  have  been  abfent  on  the  public  bufi- 
tiefs  of  the  United  States,  or  of  this  State.  No  perfon  reliding 
within  any  city,  town  or  borough,  which  fliali  be  entitled  to  a  fepa- 
rate  reprefentation,  fliall  be  elefted  a  member  for  any  county;  nor 
Ihall  any  perfon,  refiding  without  the  limits  of  any  fuch  ciry,  town 
or  borough,  be  elet^ed  a  member  therefor. 

IV.  Within  three  years  after  the  firft  meeting  of  the  general  AC 
fembly,  and  within  every  fubfequent  term  of  feven  years,  an  enu- 
Bieration  of  the  taxable  inhabitants  fliall  be  made,  in  inch  manner  as 
fliall  be  direfted  by  law.  The  number  of  reprefentatives  fliall,  at 
the  feveral  periods  of  making  fuch  enumeration,  be  fixed  by  th.  legif- 
lature,  and  apportioned  among  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  ana  ;li>-  )e!- 
veral  counties^  according  to  the  number  of  taxable  inhabit!  ts  in 
each  ;  and  fliall  never  be  lefs  than  fixty,  nor  greater  than  one  hun- 
dred. Each  county  fliall  have,  at  lead,  one  reprefcntative ;  but  no 
county,  hereafter  ere6led,  fliall  be  entitled  to  a  feparate  reprefenta- 
tion, until  a  fufficient  number  of  taxable  inhabitants  fliall  be  con- 
tained within  it,  to  entitle  them  to  one  reprefcntative,  agreeable  to 
the  ratio  which  fliall  then  be  eftahliflied. 

V.  The  fenators  fliall  be  chofen  for  four  years  by  the  citizens  of 
Philadelphia,  and  of  the  feveral  counties,  at  the  fame  time,  in  the 
fame  manner,  and  at  the  fame  places,  where  they  fliall  vote  for  re- 
prefentatives. 

VI.  The  number  of  fenators  fliall,  at  the  feveral  periods  of 
making  the  enumeration  before  mentioned,  be  fixed  by  the  legifla- 
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ture,  and  apportioned  among  the  diftrifts  formed  as  hei'ein  after  di- 
refled,  according  to  the  number  of  taxablejnhabitants  in  each  ;  and 
fliall  never  be  lefs  than  one-fourth,  nor  greater  than  one-third,  of 
the  number  of  reprefentatives. 

\U.  The  fenators  fliall  be  chofen  in  diftrids  to  be  formed  by 
the  legillature  :  each  diftrift  containing  fuch  a  number  of  taxable 
inhabitants  as  dial!  be  entitled  to  eleft  not  more  than  four  fenators. 
When  a  diftric^  fliall  be  corapofed  of  two  or  more  counties,  they 
fhall  be  adjoining.  Neither  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  nor  any  county, 
lliall  be  divided  in  forming  a  diftrift. 

VIII.  No  perion  fliall  be  a  fenator,  who  fliall  not  have  attained 
the  age  of  twenty-five  3'ears,  and  have  been  a  citizen  and  inhabitant 
of  the  State  four  years  next  before  his  eleftion,  and  the  laft  year 
thereof  an  inhabitant  of  the  diftric'^  for  which  he  fliall  be  chofen  ; 
unlefs  he  fliall  have  been  abfent  on  public  bufinefa  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  State. 

IX.  Immediately  after  the  fenators  fliall  be  afliembled,  in  confe- 
quence  of  the  firft  eleftion,  fubfequent  to  the  firft  enumeration,  they 
fliall  be  divided  by  lot,  as  equally  as  may  be,  into  four  clafles.  The 
feats  of  the  fenators  of  the  firfl:  clafs,  fliall  be  vacated  at  the  expira- 
tion of  tlie  firft  year;  of  the  fecond  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the 

'fecond  year;  of  the  third   clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  third  year; 
and  of  tRe  fouith  clafs,  at  the  expiration  of  the  fourth  year ;  fo  that 
■  one-fourth  may  be  chofen  every  year. 

X.  The  general  Afliembly  fliall  meet  on  the  firft  Tuefday  of  De- 
cember in  every  year,  unlefs  fooner  convened  by  the  governor. 

XI.  Each  houfe  fliall  chufe  its  fpeaker  and  other  officers ;  and  the 
fenale  fliall  alfo  chufe  a  fpeaker,  pro  tempore.,  when  the  fpeaker  fliall 
exercife  the  office  of  governor. 

XII.  Each  houfe  fliall  judge  of  the  qualifications  of  its  members. 
Contefted  elections  fliall  be  determined  by  a  committee  to  be  fele(fi:ed, 
formed,  and  n?gulated  in  fuch  manner  as  fhall  be  direfted  by  law. 
A  majority  of  each  houfe  fliall  conflitute  a  quorum  to  do  bufinefs  j 
but  a  fmailer  number  may  adjourn  from  day  to  day,  and  may  be 
authorifed,  by  law,  to  compel  the  attendance  of  abfent  members,  in 
fuch  manner,  and  under  fuch  penalties,  as  may  be  provided. 

XIII.  Each  houfe  may  determine  the  rules  of  its  proceedings ; 
punifli  its  members  for  diforderly  behaviour;  and,  with  the  concur- 
rence of  two-thirds,  expel  a  member ;  but  not  a  fecond  time  for 
the  fame  caufe  ;  and  fliall  have  all  other  powers  necefliary  for  a  branch 
©f  the  legillature  of  a  free  State. 

3  XIV.  Each 
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XIV.  Each  houfe  fliall  keep  a  joiirngi  of  its  proceedings,  and  pub- 
lifli  them  weekly,  except  fuch  parts  as  may  require  fccrecy.  And 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  members,  011  any  qiicftion,  fliall,  at  the 
dcfire  of  any  two  of  them,  be  entered  on  the  journals. 

XV.  The  doors  of  tach  houfe,  and  of  committees  of  the  whole, 
fliall  be  open,  unlcfs  when  the  bufinefs  fliall  be  furli  ns  outjht  to  l;o 
kept  fecret. 

XVI.  Neither  houfe  fliall,  without  the  confent  of  the  otl'.er,  rcl- 
journ  for  more  than  three  d:!}s,  nor  to  any  other  place  than  that  in 
which  the  two  iioufes  flia'.l  be  fitting. 

XVJI.  The  fenators  and  reprefentatives  fliall  receive  a  compcnHi- 
tion  for  their  fervices,  to  be  afcertained  by  law,  and  paid  out  of  the 
treafnry  of  the  commonwealth.  They  fliall,  in  all  cafes,  except 
treafon,  felony,  and  breach  or  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged 
from  arreit  during  their  attendance  at  the  fcflion  of  the  refpcctive 
houles,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  tVom  the  fame.  And  for  any 
fpeech  or  debate  in  either  houfe  they  fliall  not  be  queflioncd  in  any 
other  place. 

XVIII.  No  fenator  or  reprefentative  fliall,  during  the  time  for 
which  he  fir.ill  have  been  elected,  be  appointed  to  any  civil  office 
under  this  commonwealth,  which  fliall  have  been  created,  or  the 
emoluments  of  which  fliall  have  been  increafcd,  during  fuch  time  ; 
and  no  member  of  Congrefs,  or  other  perfou  holding  luiy  olHce, 
except  of  attorney  at  law,  and  in  the  militia,  under  the  United 
States  or  this  commonwealth,  fliall  be  a  member  of  either  houft;, 
during  his  continuance  in  Congrefs  or  in  office. 

XIX.  When  vacancies  happen  in  either  houfe,  the  fpcaker  fhall 
ifTue  writs  of  eleftipn  to  fill  fuch  vacancies. 

-  XX.  All  bills  for  raifing  revenue  fliall  originate  in  the  houfe  of 
reprefentatives  j  but  the  fenate  may  propofe  amendments  as  in  other 
bills. 

XXI.  No  money  fliall  be  drawn  from  the  treafury,  but  in  corife* 
quence  of  appropriations  made  by  law. 

XXII.  Every  bill,  which  fliall  have  pafTed  both  houfes,  fliall  be 
prefented  to  the  governor.  If  he  approve  he  fliall  fign  it ;  but  if 
he  fliall  not  approve  he  fhall  return  it,  with  his  objections,  to  the 
houfe  in  which  it  fliall  have  originated,  who  fliall  enter  the  objec- 
tions at  large  upon  their  journals,  and  proceed  to  re-confider  it.  If, 
after  fuch  re-confideration,  two-thirds  of  that  houfe  fliall  agree  to 
pafs  the  bill,  it  flwU  be  fent,  with  the  objeftions,  to  the  other  houfe, 

*  3  L  a  by 
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by  which  Hltewife  it  fjiall  be  re-con fidered  ;  and  if  approved  by  two? 
thirds  of  that  houfe,  it  fliall  be  a  law.  But  in  fuch  cafes,  the  votes 
of  both  houfes  Ihall  be  determined  by  yeas  and  nays ;  and  the  names 
pf  the  perfons  yotiug  for  or  againft  the  bill  lliall  be  entered  on  the 
journals  of  each  houfe  rpfpedively.  If  any  bill  fliall  not  be  re- 
turned  by  the  governor  within  ten  days,  Sundays  excepted,  after  it 
fliall  have  been  prefented  to  him,  it  fliall  be  a  law,  in  like  manner 
as  if  he  had  figned  it,  unlefs  the  general  Affembly,  by  their  adjourn- 
ment, prevent  its  return  ;  in  which  cafe  it  fliall  be  a  law,  unlefs  font 
back  within  three  days  after  their  next  nieeting. 

XXIII.  Every  order,  refolution  or  vote,  to  which  the  concurrence 
of  both  houfes  may  be  necefTdry,  except  on  a  queftion  of  adjourn- 
jnent,  fliall  be  prefented  to  the  governor ;  and,  before  it  fliall  take 
effeft,  be  approved  by  him  ;  or,  being  difapproved,  fliall  be  re-pafled 
by  two-thirds  of  both  houfes,  according  to  the  rules  and  limitation^ 
prefcribed  in  cafe  of  a  bill. 

ARTICLE    IT. 

I.  The  fupreme  executive  power  of  this  cpmmonwealth  fliall  be 
ycfl:ed  in  a  governor. 

II.  The  governor  fliall  be  chofen  on  the  fecond  Tuefday  of  Oftor 
ber  by  the  citizens  of  the  commonwealth,  at  the  places  where  they 
fliall  refpeflively  vote  for  reprefentatives.  The  returns  of  eveiy 
eledion  for  governor  fl.a|l  be  fealed  up,  and  tranfmitted  to  the  feat 
of  government,  direfted  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  who  fliall  open 
and  publifli  them  in  the  prefcace  of  the  members  of  both  houfes  of 
the  legiflature.  The  perfon  having  the  higheft  number  of  votes 
fhall  be  governor.  But  if  two  or  more  fliall  be  equal  and  highell  ii^ 
votes,  one  of  them  fliall  be  chofen  governor,  by  the  joint  vote  of 
the  members  of  both  houfes.  Contefted  eled^ions  fliall  be  deter- 
mined by  a  committee,  to  be  feleded  from  both  houfes  of  the  ler 
giflature,  formed  and  regulated  in  fuch  manner  as  fliall  be  dire<^ted 
by  law. 

III.  The  goyerpor  fliall  hold  his  office  during  three  years  from  the 
third  Tuefday  of  Depember  next  enfuing  his  ele6tion  ;  and  fliall  not 
be  capable  of  holding  it  longer  than  nine  in  any  term  of  twelve 
years. 

IV.  He  ihall  be  at  Icaft  thirty  years  of  age,  and  have  been  9  citizen 
and  inhabitant  of  this  State  I'even  years  next  before  his  eleftion  ;  un- 

left. 
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lefs  he  (hall  have  been  aUfent  on  the  pubhc  bufinefs  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  this  State. 

V.  No  member  of  Congref ,  or  perfon  holding  any  c3icc  under 
the  United  States,  or  this  Stat«i,  (lull  exercife  the  office  of  governor. 

VI.  The  governor  fhalj,  at  ftated  time?,  receive  lor  his  fervices  a 
compenfiuion,  which  fliall  be  neither  inLrea'ed  nor  Uiniiniflied  during 
the  period  for  which  he  fliail  have  bet  n  elected. 

VII.  He  (liall  be  commander  in  chief  of  che  army  and  navy  of 
this  commonwealth,  ancj  of  the  militia  ;  ex  cpt  when  they  fliall  be 
called  Into  the  adual  fervice  ol  the  United  States. 

VIII.  He  (hail  appoint  all  othcers,  whoi't .  rHces  arc  eftabliflicd  by 
this  conftiiution,  or  fliall  be  eftabliflied  by  .au,  ^nd  whole  appoint- 
ments are  not  herein  otherwife  provided  foi  ;  b':!  no  perlon  Ihall  bii 
appointed  to  an  office  within  any  county,  who  (h;di  not  hive  been  a 
citizen  and  inhabitant  therein  one  year  next  before  his  pppoi:i:ment,  . 
if  the  county  fliall  have  been  fo  long  erefted  ;  but  if  it  Hull  not  have 
been  fo  long  eretfted,  then  within  the  limits  of  tiie  county  or 
counties  out  of  which  it  (hall  have  been  taken.  No  member  of 
Congrefs  from  this  State,  nor  any  perfon  hc'ding  or  exerci'i:ig  any 
office  of  truft  or  profit  under  the  United  States,  fliall,  at  the  lame 
time,  hold  or  exercife  the  ottice  of  judge,  fecretary,  trealurer,  pro- 
thonotary,  regifter  of  wills,  recorder  of  deeds,  flieritf,  or  any  olfire 
in  this  State,  to  which  a  falary  is  by  law  annexed,  or  any  otiier  olfice 
which  future  legiflatures  fliall  declare  incompatible  with  offices  or 
appointments  under  the  United  States. 

IX.  He  (hall  have  power  to  remit  fines  and  forfeitures,  and  grant 
reprieves  and  pardons,  except  in  cafes  of  impeachment. 

X.  He  may  require  information,  in  writing,  from  the  officers  in 
jhe  executive  department,  upon  any  fubjeft  relating  to  the  duties  of 
their  refpeftive  offices. 

XI.  He  fhall,  from  time  to  time,  give  to  the  general  AflTembly  in- 
formation of  the  ftate  of  the  commonwealth,  and  recommend  to 
their  confideration  fuch  meafures  as  he  fl'.all  judge  expedient. 

XII.  He  may,  on  extraordinary  occafions,  convene  the  general 
AlTembly  ;  and,  in  cafe  of  difagreement  between  the  two  houfes  with 
refpeft  to  the  time  of  adjournment,  adjourn  them  to  fuch  time  as  he 
fliall  think  proper,  not  exceeding  four  months. 

XIII.  He  fliall  take  care  that  the  laws  be  faithfully  executed. 

XIV.  In  cafe  of  the  death  or  refignation  of  the  governor,  or  of 
his  removal  from  office,  the  fpcaker  of  the  fenate  fliall  exercife  the 

office 
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office  of  governor,  until  another  governor  fliall  be  duly  qualified. 
And  if  the  tiial  of  a  contefled  eleftion  fliali  continue  longer  than 
until  the  third  Tuefday  in  December  next  enfuing  the  election  of  a 
governor,  the  governor  of  the  lail:  year,  or  the  fpeaker  of  the  fe- 
nate,  who  may  bo  in  the  exercile  of  the  executive  authority,  ftiall 
continue  therein  until  the  determination  of  fnch  contefted  eleftion, 
and  until  a  governor  fliali  be  qualified  as  aforelaid. 

XV.  A  fecretary  fliali  be  appointed  and  commiflioncd  during  the 
governor's  continuance  in  office,  if  he  fliali  fo  long  behave  himfelf 
well.  He  fliali  keep  a  fair  regifter  of  all  the  official  afts  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  governor,  and  fliali,  when  required,  lay  the  fame, 
and  all  papers,  minutes  and  vouchers  relative  thereto,  before  either 
branch  of  the  legiflature ;  and  fliali  perform  fuch  other  duties  as  fliali 
be  enjoined  him  by  law. 

ARTICLE    III. 

I.  In  eledions  by  the  citizens,  every  freeman  of  the  age  of  twenty- 
one  years,  having  refided  in  the  State  two  years  next  before  the 
ekdion,  and  within  that  time  paid  a  State  or  county  tax,  which 
fiiall  have  been  affelTed  at  leall  fix  months  before  the  eleftion,  fhall 
enjoy  the  rights  ot  an  elector;  provided,  that  the  fons  of  perfons 
qualified  as  aforefaid^  between  the  ages  of  twenty-one  and  twenty- 
two  years,  fhall  be  entitled  to  vote,  although  they  fhall  not  have 
paid  taxes. 

II.  All  elections  fliali  be  by  ballot,  except  thofe  by  perfons  in 
their  reprefentative  capacities,  who  fliali  vote  viva  voce, 

III.  ^lertors  fliali,  in  all  cafes,  except  treafon,  felony,  and  breach 
or  furety  of  the  peace,  be  privileged  from  arreft  during  their  attend- 
ance at  elections,  and  in  going  to  and  returning  from  them, 

A  R  T  I  C  L  E    IV, 

I.  The  houfe  of  reprefentatives  fliall  have  the  fole  power  of  im- 
peaching. 

II.  All  impeachments  fliall  be  tried  by  the  fenate.  When  fitting 
for  that  purpofe,  the  fenators  fhall  be  upon  oath  or  affirmation.  No 
perfon  fliall  be  convifted  without  the  concurrence  of  two-thirds  of 
the  members  prefent. 

III.  The  governor,  and  all  other  civil  officers,  under  this  com- 
monwealth, fliall  be  liable  to  impeachment  for  any  mifdemeanor  in 
office:  but  judgment,  in  fuch  cafes,  fliall  not  extend  farther  than 

ta 
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TO  removal  from  office,  and  difqualification  to  hold  any  office  of  ho- 
nour, truft  or  profit,  under  this  commonweahh.  The  party,  whether 
conviftcd  or  acquitted,  fliall  neverthelefs  be  liable  to  inuictmcnt,  trial, 
judgment  and  punifliment  according  to  law. 

ARTICLE    V. 

I.  The  judicial  power  of  this  commonwealth  fliall  be  vefted  in  a 
fupreme  court,  in  courts  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  de- 
livery, in  a  court  of  common  pleas,  orphans'  court,  regiftcrb'  courts, 
and  a  court  of  quarter  fellions  of  the  peace  for  each  county,  in  juf- 
tices  of  the  peace,  and  fuch  other  courts  as  the  legiflature  may,  frona 
time  to  time,  eftablifli. 

II.  The  judges  of  the  fupreme  court,  and  of  the  feveral  courts 
of  common  pleas,  fliall  hold  their  offices  during  good  behaviour  ; 
but  for  any  reafonable  caufe,  which  fliall  not  be  furticient  ground  of 
impeachment,  the  governor  may  remove  any  of  them,  on  the  ad- 
drefs  of  two-thirds  of  each  branch  of  the  legiflaturc.  The  judgcij 
of  the  fupreme  court,  and  the  prefidents  of  the  feveral  courts  of 
common  pleas,  fliall,  at  ftated  times,  receive  for  their  fervices  an 
adequate  compenfation,  to  be  fixed  by  law,  which  fliall  not  be  di- 
miniflied  during  their  continuance  in  office  j  but  they  fliall  receive  no 
fees  or  perqiiifites  of  office,  nor  hold  any  other  office  of  profit  under 
this  commonwealth. 

III.  The  jurifdiftion  of  the  fupreme  court  fliall  extend  over  the 
State  ;  and  the  judges  thereof  fliall,  by  virtue  of  their  offices,  be 
juftices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and  general  jail  delivery  in  the  feveral 
counties. 

IV.  Until  it  fliall  be  otherwife  directed  by  law,  the  feveral  courts 
of  common  pleas  fliall  be  eflabliflicd  in  the  following  manner :  The 
governor  fliall  appoint,  in  each  county,  not  fewer  than  three,  nor 
more  than  four  judges,  who,  during  their  continuance  in  office, 
fliall  refide  in  fuch  county.  The  State  fliall  be  divided  by  law  into 
circuits,  none  of  which  fliall  include  more  than  fix,  nor  fewer  than 
three  counties.  A  prefideiit  fliall  be  appointed  of  the  courts  in  each 
circuit,  v.'ho,  during  his  continuance  in  office,  fliall  refide  therein, 

"  The  prefident  and  judges,  any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum, 
/lifill  compofe  the  refpcctive  courts  of  common  pleas. 

V.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas,  in  each  county, 
flial!,  by  virtue  of  their  oflices,  be  juftices  of  oyer  and  terminer  and 
general  jail  delivery,  for  the  trial  of  capital  and  other  offenders  therein ; 

any 
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any  two  of  the  faid  judges,  the  jjrefident  being  one,  fliall  be  a  qud- 
rum ;  hut  they  fliall  not  hold  a  court  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  jail 
delivery  in  any  county,  when  the  judges  of  the  fuprerae  court,  or 
any  of  them,  fliall  be  fitting  in  the  fame  county.  The  party  accufed, 
35  well  as  the  commonwealth,  iiray,  under  fuch  regulations  as  fliall 
he  prefcribed  by  law,  remove  the  indiftment  and  proceedings,  or  a. 
tranfcrlpt  thereof,  into  the  fupreme  court. 

VI.  The  fupreme  court  and  the  feveral  courts  of  common  pleas 
fliall,  befide  the  povvers  heretofore  ufually  exercifed  by  them,  have 
the  powers  of  a  court  of  chancery,  fo  far  as  relates  to  the  perpe- 
tuating teflimony,  the  obtaining  of  evidence  from  places  not  within 
the  State,  and  the  care  of  the  perfons  and  eftates  of  thofe  who  are 
7ion  compotes  mentis ;  and  the  legiilature  fliall  veft  in  the  faid  courts 
fuch  other  powers,  to  grant  relief  in  equity,  as  fliall  be  found  ne- 
cefl"ary ;  and  may,  from  time  to  time,  enlarge  or  diminifh  thofc 
powers,  or  veil  them  in  fuch  other  courts  as  they  fliall  judge  proper, 
for  the  due  admin iftration  of  juHice. 

VJI.  The  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  each  county, 
any  two  of  whom  fliall  be  a  quorum,  fliall  compofe  the  court  of 
quaiter  fellions  of  the  peace  and  orphans'  court  thereof ;  and  the 
regifl;er  of  w  ills,  together  with  the  faid  judges,  or  any  two  of  thenij 
flial!  compof:-  the  regiflier's  court  of  each  county. 

Vlli.  The  judges  -of  the  courts  of  common  pleas  ftiall,  within 
their  rcfpe^live  counties,  have  the  like  powers  with  the  judges  of 
the  fupreme  court,  to  ilFue  writs  of  certiorari  to  the  juftices  of  the 
peace,  and  to  caufe  their  proceedings  to  be  brought  before  them, 
and  the  lilve  right  and  juftice  to  be  done. 

IX.  The  prefideut  of  the  court  in  each  circuit,  within  fuch  cir- 
cuit, and  the  judges  of  the  court  of  common  pitas,  within  their  re- 
fpeftive  counties,  Iball  be  juftices  of  the  peace  lo  far  as  relates  to 
criminal  matters. 

X.  The  governor  fliall  appoint  a  competent  number  of  juflices  of 
the  peace,  in  fuch  convenient  diftrids  in  each  county,  as  are  or  Ihall 
be  direded  by  law;  they  fliall  be  commilTioned  during  good  beha- 
viour, but  may  be  removed  on  convidion  of  milbehaviour  in  oflice, 
cr  of  any  infamous  crime,  or  on  the  addrefs  of  both  Uoufes  of  the 
legiflature. 

XI.  A  regifter's  ofEce  for  the  probate  of  wills  nd  granting  letters 
of  admin ifliraf ion,  and  ru  office  for  the  recording  of  deeds,  fliall  be 
kept  in  each  county, 

XII.  The 
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Xll.  The  ftyle  of  all  proccfles  fliall  be,  The  commonwealth  of 
'i'enniylvania ;  all  profccutlons  Ihall  be  cairicd  un,  in  the  name  and 
by  the  authority  of  the  commoiiucalth  of  Fenuf) Ivania,  and  con- 
«lud£;  againjl  the  peace  and  J'^nity  of  the  J'iWie. 

ARTICLE    Vr. 

I.  Sheriffs  and  coroners  fliall,  at  the  times  and  places  of  elcdion 
of  reptefentativ'cs,  be  chofen  by  the  citizens  of  each  county.  Two 
perfons  ftwll  be  cholen  for  each  oflicc,  one  of  whom,  lor  each  rcf- 
Jjtftively,  fliall  be  appointed  by  the  governor.  They  fliall  hold  theic 
offices  for  three  yrars,  if  they  fliall  fo  long  behave  themfelves  well, 
and  until  a  lucceflbr  be  duly  qualified  ;  but  no  peifon  (li'iU  be  twice 
chofen  or  appointed  flierlfF  in  any  term  of  fix  years.  Vacancies  in 
either  of  the  faid  offices  fliall  be  filled  by  a  new  appointment  to  b« 
niade  by  the  governor,  to  continue  until  the  next  general  eletftion, 
and  until  a  fuccefTor  fliall  be  chofen  and  qualified  as  aforefaid. 

II.  The  freemen  of  this  commonwealth  fliall  be  armed  and  difci- 
plined  for  its  defence.  Thofc  who  confcientioufly  fcruple  to  bear 
arms,  fliall  not  be  compelled  to  do  fo,  but  fliall  pay  an  equivalent 
for  perfonal  fervice.  The  militia  ofhcers  fliall  be  appointed  in  fuch 
manner  and  for  fuch  time  as  fliall  be  directed  by  law. 

III.  Prothonotaries,  clerks  of  the  peace,  and  orphans'  courts,  re- 
corders of  deeds,  regifters  of  wills,  and  flieriffj,  fhall  keep  their  of» 
fices  in  the  county  town  of  the  county  in  which  they  refpe£lively 
fliall  be  ofhcers,  unlefs  when  the  governor  fliall,  for  fpecial  reafons, 
difpenfe  therewith  for  any  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  after  the 
county  fliall  have  been  eredeu. 

IV.  All  commiifions  fliall  be  in  the  name  and  by  the  authority 
of  the  commoPAvealth  of  Pennlylvan'.a,  and  be  fealed  with  the  ftatc 
leal,  and  figned  by  the  governor. 

V.  The  fl:ate  treafurcr  flnll  be  appointed   annually  by  the  joint 

vote  of  the  members  of  both  houfcs ;  all  other  ofHcers  in  the  treafury 

department,    attornics  at  law,  election  officers,  officers   relating  to 

taxes,  to  the  poor  and  highways,    conftables,  and  other  townflilp 

officers,  fliall  be  appointed  in  fuch  manner  as  is  or  fliall  be  direacd 

by  law. 

ARTICLE    VII. 

I.  The  Icgifiatnt-e  fliall,  as  foon  as  convejiiently  may  be,  provide 
by  law  for  the  eftablifliment  of  fchoois  tliroughout  tlie  irate,  in  fu^h 
manner  that  the  poor  may  be  taught,  grata. 

VoL.U,  '         *  3  M  II.  The 
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II.  The  arts  and  fciences  fhall  be  promoted  in  one  or  moie  feml" 
naries  of  learning. 

III.  The  rights,  privileges,  imrnunities,  and  eftates  of  religious 
focieties  and  corporate  bodies,  fliall  remain  as  if  the  eonftitutionof  this 
State  had  not  been  altered  or  amended. 

ARTICLE    VIII. 
Members  of  the  general  Aflembly,  and  all  officers,  executive  and 
judicial,   fliall  be  bound  by  oath  or  affirmation  to  fupport  the  confti- 
tution  of  this  commonwealth,  and  to  perform  the  duties  of  their  re- 
.pe6live  offices  with  fidelity. 

ARTICLE    IX. 
That  the  general,  great,  and  eflential  principles  of  liberty 
and  free  government  may  be  rccognifed  and  unalterably 
eftablifiied,  We  declare, 

I.  That  all  men  are  born  equally  free  and  independent,  and  have 
certain  inherent  and  indefealible  rights,  among  which  are  thofe  of 
enjoying  and  defending  life  and  liberty,  of  acquiring,  poffeffing,  and 
prote(^ing  property  and  veputatiouj  and  of  purfuing  their  own  hap- 
pinefa. 

II.  That  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  people ;  and  all  free  govern- 
ments are  founded  on  their  authority,  and  inflituted  for  their  peace, 
fafety  and  happinefs.  For  the  advancement  of  thofe  ends,  they  have, 
at  all  times,  an  unalienable  and  indefcafible  right  to  alter,  reform, 
or  abolifli  their  government,  in  fuch  manner  as  they  may  think 
proper. 

IIL  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  indefealible  right  to  worfliip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  dicftates  of  their  own  confciences; 
that  no  man  can,  of  right,  be  compelled  to  attend,  ereft,  or  fupport 
any  place  of  worlliip,  or  to  maintain  any  miniftry,  againft  his  con- 
fent ;  that  no  human  authority  can,  in  any  cafe  whatever,  control 
cr  interfere  v.-ith  the  rights  of  confcience ;  and  that  no  preference 
fhall  ever  be  given,  by  law,  to  any  religious  eilabliflm:ients  or  modes 
of  worfliip. 

IV.  That  no  perfon,  who  aclcno%vledges  the  being  of  a  God,  and 
a  future  ftate  of  rewards  and  p;unfl>nients,  fliaJ!,  on  account  of  his 
religious  fentiments,  be  dii(:p!  ilificd-  to  hold  any  office  or  place  of 
truft  or  profit  under  this  comoionwealth. 

V.  That  eleftions  Hull  be  f^ce  and  equal. 

VI.  Tliat 
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VI.  That  trial  by  jury  Ihall  be  as  heretoforp,  and  the  right  thereof 
remain  inviolate. 

VII.  That  the  printing  preflcs  fiiali  be  free  to  every  perfon,  who 
undertakes  to  examine  the  proceedings  of  the  IcgiHature  or  any 
branch  of  government ;  and  no  law  fhajl  ever  he  made  to  reftrain 
the  right  thereof.  The  free  ccmirunication  of  thoughts  and  opinions 
is  one  of  the  invaluable  rights  of  man  ;  and  ever}'  citizen  may  ficcly 
fpeak,  write,  and  print  on  any  fiihjeft,  being  refponfible  for  the 
abufe  of  that  liberty.  In  profccutions  for  the  pubhcation  of  pa- 
pers, inveftigat'mg  the  official  conduft  of  officers,  or  men  in  a  public 
capacity,  or  where  the  matter  publiflied  is  proper  for  public  informa- 
tion, the  truth  thereof  may  be  given  in  evidence.  And,  in  all  in« 
diftmcnts  for  libels,  the  jury  fliall  have  a  right  to  determine  the  law 
and  the  fa£ts,  under  the  dire<51ion  of  the  court,  as  in  other  cafes. 

VIII.  That  the  people  fliall  be  fecure  in  their  perfins,  houfes, 
papers  and  polTelfions,  from  unrealbnable  fearchcs  and  feizures  ;  and 
that  no  warrant  to  fearch  any  place,  or  to  fcize  any  pet  Ton  or  things, 
ll\all  iflue  without  defcribing  them  as  nearly  as  may  be,  nor  without 
probable  caufe,  fupported  by  oath  or  affirmation. 

IX.  That,  in  all  criminal  profecutions,  the  accufed  hath  a  righ 
to  be  heard  by  himfelf  and  his  council  ;  to  demand  the  nature  and 
caufe  of  the  accufation  againft  him  ;  to  meet  the  witnefles  face  to 
face ;  to  have  compulfory  procefs  for  obtaining  witnefles  in  his  fa- 
vour; and,  in  profecutions  by  indictment  or  information,  a  fpeedy 
public  trial,  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  vicinage  ;  that  he  cannot  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  againft  himfelf ;  nor  can  he  be  deprived 
of  his  life,  liberty  or  property,  unlefs  by  the  judgment  of  his  peers, 
or  the  law  of  the  land. 

X.  That  no  perfon  Ihall,  for  any  indictable  offence,  be  proceeded 
againft  criminally  by  information,  except  in  cafes  arifing  in  the  land 
or  naval  forces,  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  aclual  fervice,  in  time  of 
war  or  public  danger,  or,  by  leave  of  the  court,  for  opprelTion  and 
mifdemeanor  in  office.  No  perfon  fliall,  for  the  fame  offence,  be 
twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  or  limb  ;  nor  (hall  any  man's  property 
be  taken  or  applied  to  public  ufe  without  the  confent  of  his  reprc- 
fentatives,  and  without  juft  compenfation  being  made. 

XI.  That  all  courts  Ihall  be  open  ;  and  every  man,  for  an  injury  ^ 
done  him  in  his  lands,  goods,  perfon  or  reputation,  fliall  have  re-, 
jnedy  by  the  due  courfe  of  law,  and  right  and  juflice  adminif^trcd 
without  fale,  denial  or  delay.    Suits  may  be  brought  againft  tke  com- 

*  3  M  *  nittiiWtaUU 
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monwealth  in  fuch  manner,  in  fuch  courts,  and  in  fuch  cwjfes,  as  th?> 
legiflatnre  may  by  law  direil. 

XII.  That  no  power  of  fufpending  lav.'s  fliall  be  exercifed,  unlefs 
by  the  legiflature  or  its  authorit)\ 

XIII.  That  exceflive  bail  fhall  not  be  required,  nor  exceffive  fines 
impofed,  nor  cruel  punifhments  inflicted. 

XIV.  That  all  prifoners  fhall  be  bailable  by  fufficient  fuieties,  i:nlefa 
for  capital  offences,  when  the  proof  is  evident  or  prefumption  great ; 
and  the  privileges  of  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus  fliall  not  be  fuf- 
pended,  unlefs  when,  in  cafes  of  rebellion  or  invaQon,  the  public 
fafety  may  require  it. 

XV.  That  no  commiffion  of  oyer  and  terminer  or  jail  delivery 
fhajl  be  iffued. 

XVJ.  That  the  perfon  of  a  debtor,  where  there  is  not  ft  org  prcr 
fumption  of  fraud,  ftiall  not  be  continued  in  prifon  after  delivering 
np  his  eftate  for  the  benefit  of  his  creditors,  in  fuqh  manner  as  fliall 
be  prefcribed  by  law. 

XVII.  That  no  ex  pofi  faSlo  law,  nor  any  law  impairing  contrafls^ 
fliall  be  made. 

XVill.  That  no  perfon  fliall  be  attainted  of  treafon  or  felony  by 
file  legiflature. 

XIX.  That  no  attainder  fliall  work  corruption  of  blood,  nor,  ex- 
cept duiing  the  life  of  the  offender,  forfeiture  of  eftate  to  the  com- 
monwealth ;  that  the  eflates  of  fuch  perfons  as  fliall  deftroy  their 
own  lives,  flmll  defcend  or  vefl:  as  in  cafe  of  natural  death  ;  and  if 
any  perfon  fliall  be  killed  by  cafualty,  there  fliall  be  no  forfeiture  by 
r^afon  thereof. 

XX.  That  the  citizens  have  a  right,  in  a  peaceable  manner,  to  af« 
femble  together  for  their  common  gpodj  and  to  apply  to  thofe  in- 
vefled  with  the  powers  of  government  for  redrefs  of  grievances,  or 
other  proper  purpofes,  by  petition,  addrefs  or  remonftrance, 

XXI.  That  the  right  of  the  citizens  to  b^ar  arms,  in  defence  of 
tbemfelves  and  the  State,  fliall  not  be  queftioned. 

XXII.  That  no  fl:anding  army  fliall,  in  time  of  peace,  be  kept 
up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature  :  and  the  military  fliall,  in, 
all  cafes,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  ftri£t  fubordinatipu  to  the  civil 
power. 

XXIII.  That  no  foldier  fliall,  in  time  of  peace,,  be  quartered  ir\ 
any  houfe  without  the  confent  of  the  owner,  nor  in  time  of  \ygr,  ^ut 
in  a  manner  to  be  prefcribed  by  lavy, 

XXIV.  That 
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XXIV.  That  the  legiflature  fhall  not  grant  any  title  of  nobility  or 
hereditnry  dilliniflion,  nor  create  any  office,  the  apyjointment  tr* 
which  fliall  be  for  a  h)nger  term  than  during  good  bcljavioiir. 

XXV.  That  emigration  from  the  State  fliall  not  be  prohibited. 

XXVI.  To  guard  agninft  tranfgreffions  of  the  high  powers  whicl» 
we  have  delegated,  We  declare,   That  every  thing  in  tins  article  1^. 
excepted  out  of  the  general  powers  of  government,  and  Ihall  for 
(ever  remain  inviolate. 

SCHEDULE. 

That  no  hiconveniciice  may  arife  from  the  alterations  and 
amendments  iri  the  ccnftitiition  of  thiij  eonuiioiiwealth, 
and  in  order  to  carry  the  fame  into  complete  operation, 
it  is  hereby  declared  and  ordained, 

I.  That  all  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  in  force  at  the  tinie  of 
making  the  faid  alterations  and  ainendments  in  the  faid  conftitutk^n, 
and  not  inconfiftent  therewith,  and  all  rights,  actions,  prokcutions, 
claims  and  contrads,  as  well  of  individuals  as  of  bodies  corp:.r  re, 
lliall  continue  as  if  the  faid  alterations  and  amendments  had  not  oeea, 
made. 

II.  That  the  prefidcnt  and  fuprcme  executive  council  fludl  con- 
tinue to  exercile  the  executive  authority  of  this  commonwealth  a« 
heretofore,  until  the  third  Tuefday  of  December  next  ;  but  no  \a-\ 
termediate  vacancies  in  the  council  fliall  be  fupplied  by  new  elections. 

III.  That  all  officers  in  the  appointment  of  the  executive  ilepart- 
ment  fhall  continue  in  the  exercife  of  the  duties  of  their  refpeftive 
offices  until  the  firrt  day  of  September,  one  thouiand  (even  hundred 
and  ninety-one,  unieis  their  commiffions  fliall  fooner  expire  by  their 
own  limitations,  or  the  faid  oflices  become  vacant  by  dea;h  or  rc- 
fignation,  and  no  longer,  unlcfs  re-appointed  and  comiiiiinor.ed  by 
the  governor  ;  except  that  the  judges  of  the  fuprcme  court  fliall  hold 
their  offices  for  the  terms  in  their  commiffions  refpcdively  exprelTcd. 

IV.  That  juftice  {liall  be  adminiftered  in  the  fevcral  cr.untics  of 
this  State,  until  the  period  aforefii^,  by  the  i'anie  juflice?,  in  the 
fame  courts,  and  in  the  fame  manner  as  heretofore. 

V.  That  no  perfon,  now  in  commiffion  as  flariff,  Ihall  be  t  hgibic 
at  the  next  eleftion,  for  a  longer  term  than  will,  with  the  tiiit« 
which  h^  fliall  have  ferved  in  the  faid  office,  complete  the  term  of 
^hree  years. 

VI.  ThM 
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VI.  That,  until  the  firft  enumeration  fliall  be  made,  as  dire^f^ed 
in  the  fourth  feftion  of  the  fiift  article  of  the  conftitution,  eftablifiied 
by  this  convention,  the  city  of  Philadelpjjia  and 'the  feverai  counties 
fliall  be  refpedively  entitled  to  ele6t  the  fame  number  of  reprefenta- 
tives  as  is  now  prefcribed  by  law, 

VII.  That  the  firft  fenate  fhall  confift  of  eighteen  members,  to  be 
chofea  in  difiricts,  formed  as  follows,  to  wit :  The  city  of  Phila- 
delphia and  the  counties  of  Philadelphia  and  Delaware  fliall  be  a 
diftricf,  and  eleft  three  fenators :  the  county  of  Cheider  fnall  be  a 
ciiilrift,  and  fliall  eled  one  fenator  ;  the  county  of  Bucks  fliall  be  a  dif- 
triel,  and  fliall  eleft  one  fenator ;  the  county  of  ^Montgomery  Ihall 
fee  a  diflrii^t,  and  ftiall  ele^  one  fenator  :  the  ccwnty  of  Northamp- 
«oa  fhall  be  a  cliftn6f,  and  fliall  eled  oiic  fenator  t  the  counties  of 
Laacafler  and  York  fliall  be  a  didrift,  and  fliall  ek<ft  three  fenators  : 
tlie  counties  of  Berks  an<l  Dauphin  fliail  be  a  diftrift,  and  fliall  e\e£t 
two  fc  nators :  the  counties  of  Cumberland  and  Mifflin  fliall  be  2 
djflri<.%  and  fliall  ele^  one  fenator ;  the  counties  of  Nortbumber* 
knd,  Luzerne  and  Huntingdon,  fliall  be  a  diftrift,  an-d  fliall  eleft 
one  fenator  t  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Fi-anklin  fliall  be  a  diflrid, 
asd  fliall  eleft  one  fenator :  the  counties  of  Weftmoreland  and  AU 
iegany  fliall  be  a  diilri^f,  and  fliall  eleft  one  fenator  ;  and  the  coun- 
tits  of  VVafiiington  and  Fayette  fliall  be  a  d{ilrit%  and  fliall  eledt 
uwo  fenators  -,  which  fenators  fliall  ferve  until  the  flrft  enumeratioo 
feefore  mentioned  flull  be  made,  and  the  reprefcntation  in  both 
houfes  of  the  legiflature  firall  be  eftabliflied  by  law,  and  chofen  as 
in  the  conflitution  is  direiled.  Any  vacancies  which  fliall  happen  ia 
«he  fenate,  within  the  laid  time,  fliall  be  fupplM^d  as  prefcnbed  in 
fhe  nineteenth  fecf  ion  of  the  firfl  article. 

VIII.  That  the  eiieftion  of  fenators  ftiall  be  conducted,  aad  the 
returns  thereof  made  to  the  fenate,  in  the  fame  manner  as  is  y>\c-> 
icribed  by  the  e!e£tion  laws  of  the  State  for  conducing  and  making 
return  of  the  election  of  reprefentatives.  In  thofe  dillritfts,  which 
«-«>nfift  of  more  than  one  county,  the  judges  of  the  diftrid  eleftiona 
within  each  county,  after  having  formed  a  return  of  die  whole  ekftion 
within  that  county,  in  fuch  manner  as  is  directed  by  law,  fhall  fend 
the  fame,  by  one  or  more  of  their  number,  to  the  plaee  herein  after 
mentioned  within  the  diftrift  of  which  fuch  county  is  a  part,  where 
the  judges  fo  met  fliall  corfipare  and  cait  up  the  fevera!  county  re- 
turns, and  execute,  under  their  hands  and  feals,  one  general  and  true 
M-tUi'n  for  the  whole  diftriit ;  that  is  t;o  fay,  the  judges  of  the  dif- 

tria 
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tn«^  compofed  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  and  the  counties  of  Phi- 
ladelphia and  Delaware,  fhall  meet  in  the  State- houfc  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia;  the  judges  of  the  diftri(5l  compofed  of  the  counties  of 
Lancafter  and  York  fhall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  county  of 
Lancafter ;  the  judges  of  tlic  diftrift  compofed  of  the  covunies  of 
Berks  and  Dauphin  fliall  meet  at  Middletowu  in  the  county  of  Berks,' 
the  judges  of  tiie  diftri^l  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Cumberland 
and  Miftiin  fliall  meet  in  Greenwood  townfliip,  county  of  Cumlier- 
land,  at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  David  Miller;  the  judges  of 
the  diftrift  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Luzerne, 
and  Huntingdon,  fliall  meet  in  the  town  of  Sunbury  ;  the  judges  of 
the  diftricl  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Bedford  and  Franklin  fliall 
meet  at  the  houfe  now  occupied  by  John  Dickey,  in  Air  town(hip, 
Bedford  county  ;  the  judges  of  the  diftrift  compofed  of  the  counties 
of  V^''eftmoreIand  and  Allegany  fliall  meet  in  Weftmoreland  county, 
at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Green  (borough  ;  and  the  judges  of 
the  difl:ri(9:  compofed  of  the  counties  of  Wafliington  and  Fayette 
fliall  meet  at  the  court-houfe  in  the  town  of  Wafliington,  in  Wafh- 
ington  county,  on  the  third  Tuefday  in  October  rcfpeftively  for  the 
purpofes  aforefaid. 

IX.  That  the  eleftion  of  the  governor  fliall  be  conducted,  in  the 
feveral  cmmties,  in  the  manner  prefcribed  by  the  Ir-^s  of  the  State 
for  the  eleftion  of  reprefentativcs ;  p.nd  the  returns  in  each  county 
ifliall  be  fealed  by  the  judges  of  the  eledions,  and  tranfmitted  to 
the  pr^fident  of  the  fupreme  executive  council,  directed  to  the 
fpeaker  of  the  fenate,  as  foon  after  the  eledion  as  may  be. 

Done  in  Convention  the  fecond  day  of  September,  in  tr.c 
year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  ninety, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  fifteenth.  In  teftimony  whereof  we  have  hereunto 
fubfcribed  our  names. 

THOMAS  MIFFLTN,  Pri:sident. 

James  Wilson,  &c.  S:c. 

Joseph  Redman,  Secretary. 

Jacob  Shallus,  Alliflan;  ^jccretary. 


Amcng  other  ufeful  laws  of  this  State,  of  a  public  nntr.re,  are, 
on^  that  deoiares  all  rivers  and  crteks  to  be  highways ;  a  law  for 
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the  emancipation  of  negroes,  already  mentioned ;  a  bankrupt  law,, 
nearly  on  the  model  of  the  banknipt  laws  of  Eiigland ;  and  in  this 
year,  1794,  the  legiflature  of  Fennfylvania,  with  a  view  to  foften 
the  rigour  of  penal  law,  have  pafled  an  aft,  declaring  that  no  crimCj 
except  murder  of  the  firfl  degree,  fl>all  be  punifhed  with  death.—' 
IVIiirder  of  the  firft  degree  is  defined  to  be,  a  killing  by  mea'ns  of 
poifon,  by  lying  in  wait,  or  with  other  kind  of  wiifii),  deliberate, 
premeditated  intention,  or  'Which  fhall  be  committed  in  the  prepa- 
lation  or  attempt  to  perpetrate   any  arfon,  rape,  robbery,-  oV  bur- 

All  other  kinds  of  killing  fliall  be  deemed  nniirder  in  the  fecond 
degree.     The  kind  of  murder  to  be  afcertained  by  a  jury. 

Perfons  liable  to  be  profecuted  for  petit  trealon  fiiall  be  proceeded 
againft  and  puniflied  as  in  other  cafes  of  murder. 

High  treafon  is  puniflied  wirh  confinement  in  prifon  and  the  penn 
tentiary  houfe,  not  lefs  than  fix^  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Rape  not  lefs  than  ten,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years. 

Murder  of  the  fecond  degree  not  lefs  than  five,  nor  more  tharf 
eighteen  years. 

'Forgery  not  lefs  than  four,  nor  more  than  fifteen  years,  with  pay- 
ment of  a  fine   ,ot  to  exceed  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Manflaughter  not  lefs  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten  yearsj  and 
giving  fecurity  for  good  behaviour  during  life. 

Maiming  not  leis  than  two,  nor  more  than  ten  yeafs,  with  a  fine-' 
not  exceeding  one  thoufand  dollars. 

Perfons  being  charged  with  involuntary  manflaughter,  the  attorj 
ney-general,  with  leave  of  the  court,  may  wave  the  felony,  and  pro- 
ceed againft  them  as  for  a  mifdemeanor,  and  give  in  evidenee  any 
i\tt  of  nianilaiighter ;  or  the  attorney  may  charge  both  oifences  irt 
the  lame  indiftiocnt,  and  the  jury  may  acquit  the  perfon  of  one  or 
both. 

The  benefit  of  the  clergy  is  for  ever  abolifiied,. 


STATE 
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STATE    OF 

D  E  L  A  W  A  R  E. 


SITUATIOC>J,    EXTENT,    &c. 

J.  HIS  State  is  fituated  between  38°  30',  and  40"  north  UtitticJe, 
^d  0°  and  i"  45' well  longitude.  It  is  ninety-two  miles  long,  and 
twenty-four  miles  broad.  It  is  bounded  on  the  call,  by  the  river  and 
bay  of  the  fame  name,  and  the  Atlantic  ocean;  on  the  fouth,  by  a  line 
from  Fenvvick's-ifiand,  in  latitude  38°  29'  30",  drawn  weft  till  it  in- 
terfefts  what  is  commonly  called  the  tangent  line,  dividing  it  from 
the  State  of  Maryland ;  on  the  wed,  by  the  faid  tangent  line,  paf- 
fing  northward  up  the  peninfula,  till  it  touches  the  weftern  part  of 
the  territorial  circle ;  and  thence  on  the  north,  by  the  faid  circle, 
defcribed  with  a  radius  of  twelve  miles  about  the  town  of  New- 
callle. 

This  State  appears  to  have  derived  its  name  from  Lord  Dclaivary 
who  completed  the  fcttlement  of  Virginia. 

FACE  OF  THE  COUNTRY,  SOIL  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

The  State  of  Delaware,  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of  Ncw- 
caftle  excepted,  is,  to  fpeak  generally,  extremely  low  and  level. 
Large  quantities  of  ftagnant  water,  at  particular  feafons  of  the  year, 
overfpreading  a  great  proportion  of  the  land,  render  it  equ;illy  unfit 
for  the  purpofes  of  agriculture,  and  injurious  to  the  health  of  the  in- 
habitants. The  fpinc,  or  higheft  ridge  of  the  peninfula,  runs 
through  the  State  of  Delaware,  inclined  to  the  eaftern  or  Delaware 
fide.  It  is  defignated  in  Suflcx,  Kent,  and  part  of  Newcallle  county, 
by  a  remarkable  chain  of  fwamps,  from  which  the  waters  defcend  on 
each  lide,  palTing  on  the  enil  to  the  Delaware,  and  on  the  weft  to  the 
Chefapeak.  Many  of  the  flirubs  and  plants  growing  in  thelc  fwamps 
are  fimilar  to  thofe  found  on  the  higheft  mountains. 

Delaware  is  chiefly  an  agricultural  State.  It  includes  a  very  fertile 
traft  of  country ;  and  fcarcely  any  part  of  the  Union  can  be  felci^ed 
piore  adapted  to  the  different  purpofes  of  agriculture,  or  in  which  :i 

greater 
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greater  variety  of  the  moft  iifeful  productions  can  be  fo  conveniently 
and  plentifully  reared.  The  foil  along  the  Delaware  river,  and 
from  eight  to  ten  miles  into  the  interior  country,  is  generally  a  rich 
clay,  producing  large  timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  various  pur- 
pofes  of  agriculture.  From  thence  to  the  fwamps  above  mentioned 
the  foil  is  light,  fandy,  and  of  an  inferior  quality. 

The  general  al'peft  of  the  country  is  very  favourable  for  cultiva- 
tion. Excepting  feme  of  the  upper  parts  of  the  county  of  Newcaftle» 
the  furface  of  the  State  is  very  little  broken  or  irregiilar.  The 
heights  of  Chriftiana  are  lofty  and  commanding ;  fome  of  the  hills  of 
Brandywine  are  rough  and  (tony  ;  but  defcending  from  thefe,  and  a 
few  others,  the  lower  country  is  fo  little  diverfilied  as  almoll  to  form 
one  extended  plain.  In  the  county  of  Newcaftle,  the  foil  confifts  of  a 
Urong  clay  ;  in  Kent,  there  is  a  confiderable  mixture  of  fand  ;  and 
in  SuiTex,  the  quantity  of  fand  altogether  predominates.  Wheat  is 
the  ftaple  of  this  State :  it  grows  here  in  fuch  perfeftion  as  not 
only  to  be  particularly  fought  by  the  manufafturers  of  flour  through- 
out the  Union,  but  aho  to  be  diftiiiguifiied  and  preferred,  for  its  fu- 
perior  qualities,  in  foreign  markets.  This  wheat  pofTefles  an  uncom- 
mon foftnefs  and  whitenefs,  very  favourable  to  the  manuf^fture  of 
fuperfine  flour,  and  in  other  refpeds  far  exceeds  the  hard  and  flmty 
grains  raifed  in  general  on  the  high  lands.  Belides  wheat,  this  State 
generally  produces  plentiful  crops  of  Indian  corn,  barley,  rye,  oats, 
flax,  buck-wheat,  and  potatoes.  Itlikewife  abounds  in  natural  and  ar- 
tificial meadows,  containing  a  large  variety  of.gr;-,fles.  Hemp, 
cotton,  and  filk,  if  properly  attended  to,  doubtleis  would  flouriOi 
very  well. 

The  eaftern  fide  of  the  State  is  indented  v.'ith  a  large  number  of 
wrecks,  or  fmall  rivers,  which  generally  have  a  (liort  courfe,  nu- 
merous flioals  and  foft  banks,  (liirled  with  very  extenfive  marfhes,, 
and  empty  into  the  river  and  bay  of  Delaware.  In  the  fouthern  and 
weftern  parts  of  this  State  fpring  the  head  waters  of  Pocomoke, 
Wicomico,  Nanticoke,  Choptank,  Chefler,  SalTafras,  and  Bohemia 
livers,  all  falling  into  Chefapeak  bay,  and  fome  of  them  navi- 
gable twenty  or  thirty  miles  into  the  country,  for  veffels  of  fifty  or 
fixty  tons. 

The  county  of  Sufiex,  befides  producing  a  conuderable  quantity 
of  grain,  particularly  of  Indian  curn,  pofTefles  excellent  grazing; 
lands.  This  county  alfo  exports  very  large  quantities  of  lumber,  ob- 
tained chiefly  from  an  extenfive  fwamp,  called  the  huVuvt  River  or 

a  Cypref? 
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Cyprefs  Swamp,  lying  partly  within  this  State,  and  partly  in  the 
State  of  Maryliind.  This  moral's  extends  fix  miles  from  eaft  to  v;c&, 
and  nearly  twelve  from  north  to  fouth,  including  an  area  of  nearly 
fifty  thoufand  acres  of  land.  The  whole  of  this  Avamp  is  a  high  and 
level  bafon,  very  wet,  though  undoubtedly  the  higheft  land  between 
the  fea  and  the  bay,  whence  the  Pocomoke  defcends  on  one  lide,  and 
Indian  river  and  St.  Martin's  on  the  other.  This  fwamp  contains  a 
great  variety  of  plants,  trees,  wild  bcafts,  birds,  and  reptiles. 

In  the  county  of  SulRx,  among  the  branches  of  tiie  Nanticokc 
river,  large  quantities  of  Log  iron  ore  are  to  be  found.  Before  the 
revolution,  this  ore  was  worked  to  a  confiderable  extent ;  it  was 
thought  to  be  of  a  good  quality,  and  peculiarly  adapted  to  the  pur- 
pofes  of  caftings.     Thefe  works  have  chiefly  fallen  into  decay. 

CIVIL  DIVISIONS. 

This  State  is  divided  into  three  counties,  viz.  Newcaflle,  Kent, 
and  Suffex,  which  are  fubdividcd  into  hundreds. 

Before  the  revolution  this  diftrid  of  country  v/as  denominated, 
*'  Toe  three  lonver  Counties." 

CHIEF    TOWNS. 


Dover,  in  the  county  of  Kent,  is  the  feat  of  government.  It  fland^ 
•n  Jones's  creek,  a  few  milts  from  the  Delaware  river,  and  confilh  of 
about  one  hundred  houfes,  principally  of  brick.  Four  Ibeets  int'er- 
fc6V  each  other  at  right  angles,  whofe  incidencies  form  a  fpacioUs 
parade,  on  the  eaft  fide  of  which  is  an  elegant  ftate-houfc  of  brick. 
The  town  has  a  lively  appearance,  and  drives  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  Philadelphia.  Wheat  is  the  principal  article  of  export.  The 
landing  is  live  or  fix  miles  from  the  town  of  Dover, 

NEWCASTLE. 

This  town  13  thirty-five  miles  below  Philadelphia,  on  the  well  bank 
of  Dclri'.Tare  river.  It  was  firft  fettled  by  the  Swedes,  about  the  year 
J627,  and  called  Stockholm  ;  it  uas  afterwards  taken  by  the  Dutch, 
and  called  NewAmfterdam.  When  it  fell  into  tl;e  h;!nds  oftheEnglifli, 
it  was  called  by  its  prefent  name.  It  contains  about  fixty  houfes^ 
which  have  the  afpeft  of  decay ;  it  was  formerly  the  feat  of  go- 
yernment,  ar.d  was  the  firil  town  fettled  on  Delaware  river. 

WILMI.NG- 
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WILMINGTON. 

Wilmington  is  fituated  a  mile  and  a  half  weli:  of  Delawai'e  river,  ori 
Chriftiana  creek,  twenty-eight  miles  fouthvvard  of  Philadelphia.  It  is 
much  thelargeil  and  pleafanteit  town  in  the  State,  containing  upwards 
of  four  hundred  houfes,  which  are  handfomely  built  upon  the  gentle 
afcent  of  an  eminence,  and  fiiow  to  great  advantage  as  you  fail  up 
the  Delaware  ;  ic  contains  about  two  thoufand  four  hunded  inhabi- 
tants. In  this  towii  are  two  FiefDyterian  churches,  a  Swedilli  Epif- 
copal  church,  a  Baptift,  and  a  Quaker  meeting,  and  a  few  Metho- 
difts.  There  is  alfo  a  flourifliing  academy  of  about  forty  or  fifty  fcho- 
lars,  who  are  taught  the  languages,  and  fome  of  the  fciences.  This 
academy,  in  proper  time,  is  intended  to  be  erefted  into  a  college* 
There  is  another  academy  at  Newark  in  this  county,  which  was  in- 
corporated in  1769.  Thefe  academies  were  interrupted  during 
the  war,  and  their  funds  ruined  by  the  depreciation  of  continental 
paper  money.     Since  the  peace  learning  feems  to  revive  and  flourilh. 

MILFORD,  * 

Milford  is  fituated  at  the  fource  of  a  fiuall  river,  fifteen  miles  froni 
Delaware  bay,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  fouthward  of  Piilladelphia. 
This  town,  which  contains  about  eighty  houfes,  has  been  built^ 
except  one  houfe,  fincc  the  revolution  ;  it  is  laid  out  with  much  good 
tafte,  and  is  by  no  means  difagreeable.  Tiie  inhabkants  are  Epifco- 
palians,  Quakers,  and  Methodilis. 

DUCK    CREEK    CROSS    ROADS 

Is  twelve  miles  north-wefl:  from  Dover,  and  has  eighty  or  ninety 
boufes,  w  hich  (land  on  one  ffreet.  It  carries  on  a  confiderable  trade 
with  rhtladeiphia,  and  is  one  of  the  largeft  wheat  riiarkets  in  the 
State.     Kent  is  alio  a  place  of  confiderable  trade, 

'  LEWES 

Is  fituated  a  few  miles  above  the  light-boufe  on  Cape  Henlopen  ? 
it  contains  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  houfes,  built  chiefly  on  a 
ftreet,  which  is  more  than  three  miles  in  length,  and  extending  along 
a  creek  which  feparatcs  the  town  from  the  pitch  of  the  ci  pe.  The 
iituation  is  high,  and  commands  a  full  profpeft  of  the  light-ho'ufe 
and  the  f:a.  The  couit-houfe  and  gaol  are  commodious  buildings^- 
aod  give  an  air  of  importance  to  the  town.    The  iituation  of  this 

place 
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|)lace  muft  at  fome  future  time  reiickr  it  confiderably  important. 
Placed  at  the  entrance  of  a  bay,  which  is  crowded  with  veHc:;.  tr.jm  all 
parts  of  the  world,  and  which  is  frequently  clofed  with  ice  a  part  of 
the  winter  feafon,  necelfity  feems  to  require,  and  nature  fccnis  to 
fuggeft,  the  forming  this  port  into  a  harbour  for  Ihipping.  Nothing 
Ijias  prevented  this  heretofore  but  the  deficiency  of  water  in  the  creek. 
This  want  can  be  cheaply  and  eafily  fupplied  by  a  imall  caiKil,  io  as 
to  aftbrd  a  paflage  for  the  waters  of  Rehoboth  into  Lewes  creek, 
which  would  enfure  an  adequate  fupply.  The  circumjacent  country 
is  beautifully  diverfified  with  hills,  wood,  ftreams,  and  iakes,  form- 
ing an  agreeable  contrail  to  the  naked  fandy  beach,  which  ter- 
minates in  the  cape  ;  but  it  is  greatly  infefted  with  mulkctoes  and 
fand  flies. 


POPULATION. 

The  population  of  Delaware,  in  the  fummer  of  X7S7,  wa-:  reck- 
oned at  thirty-leven  thouland,  which  is  about  twenty-Ux  for  every 
fquare  mile,  according  to  the  c^nfus  of  1790  it  was  as  follows  : 


COUNTIES. 


Newcaftle 
Kent  .  • 
Suflex     . 


C.     — 


3973 

370s 
4105 


1T783 


47+7 
3+^7 

39291 


7767;  639'2562 
6878  25702300 
7739   ^90,4025 


121431  22384  38Q9J8887 


196B6 
18920 
204Sb 


59"94 


If  the  population  of  this  State  has  increafed  lince  i  790,  in  a  like 
proportion,  its  prelent  population  muft  be  upward*  of  one  hundrtci 
thoufand. 

RELIGION. 

In  this  State  there  is  a  variety  of  religious  denpminatioQS.  Of  the 
Prefbyterian  fed,  there  are  twenty-four  churches;  of  the  Epilcopal, 
fourteen;  of  the  Eaptift,  feven  ;  of  the  Methodift,  a  conlidcrablc 
number,  efpecially  in  the  two  lower  counties  of  Kent  and  Suflex,  tlu 
number  of  their  churches  is  not  c.xattly  afcertaincd.  Bcfides  thcfe, 
there  is  a  Swcdilh  church  at  Wilmington,  which  ii  oae  of  the  oldcft 
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churches  in  the  United  States.  With  refpeft  to  the  charafter  of  the- 
people  of  this  State,  there  is  no  obvious  diftinftion  between  thean 
and  the  Pennfylvanians. 

TRADE  AND  MANUFACTURES. 

We  liave  ah'eady  mentioned  wheat  as  the  ftaple  commodity  of  this 
State.  This  is  manufaftured  into  flour  and  exported  in  large  q;ian- 
tities.  "The  exports  from  the  port  of  Wilmington,  where  a  number 
of  fquare-rigged  velFels  are  owned,  for  the  year  1786,  in  the  article 
of  flour,  was  twenty  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  eighty-three  bar- 
rels fuperfine  ;  four  hundred  and  fifty-feven  ditto  common  ;  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty-»fix  ditto  middlings ;  and  three  hundred  and  forty-fix 
ditto  fliip  fluff.  The  manufadure  of  flour  is  carried  to  a  higher  de- 
gree of  perfe6thon  in  this  State,  than  in  any  others  in  the  Union. 
Befides  the  well-conftrufted  mills  on  Red  Clay  and  White  Clay  creeks,^ 
and  other  ftrearas  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  the  celebrated  col- 
lection of  miils  at  Brandywine  merit  a  particular  defcription.  Here 
are  to  be  feen,  at  one  view,  twelve  rnerchant  mills  (befides  a  faw 
mill)  which  have  double  that  number  of  pairs  of  flones,  all  of  fu- 
perior  dimenfions,  and  excellent  confrruftion.  Thefe  mills  are  three 
miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  creeks  on  which  they  ftand,  half  a  mile 
from  Wilmington,  and  tvventy-feven  from  Philadelphia,  on  the  poll 
road  from  the  eafcern  to  the  fouthern  States.  They  are  calkd  the 
Brandywine  mills,  from  the  flream  on  which  they  are  erefted. 
This  ftream  riles  near  the  Welch  mountains  in  Pennfylvania,  and  af- 
ter a  winding  courfe  of  thirty  or  forty  miles  through  falls,  which 
furnifli  numerous  feats  (one  hundred  and  thirty  of  which  are  already 
occupied)  for  every  fpecies  of  water  works,  empties  into  Chriftiana 
creek,  near  Wilmington.  The  quantity  of  wheat  manufaftured  at 
thcfe  milts  annually  is  not  accurately  afcertained  :  it  is  eftimatedy 
however,  [)y  the  beil  informed  on  the  fubjeft,  that  thefe  mills  can 
grind  four  hundred  thoufand  bufliels- in  a  year.  But  although  they 
a:e  capable  of  manufacturing  this  quantity  yearly,  yet,  from  the  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  a  permanent  fupply  of  grain,  the  inflability  of 
the  flour-market,  and  other  circumllances,  there  are  not  commonly 
more  than  from  about  two  hu\ndrcd  and  ninety  to  three  hundred 
thoufand  bufnels  of  wheat  and  corn  manufaftured  here  annually.  In 
the  fall  of  1709,  and  fpring  of  1790,  there  were  made  at  the  Bran- 
dywine mills  fifty  thoufand  barrels  of  fuperfine  flour,  one  thoufand 
three  hundred  and  fifty-four  ditto  of  common,  four  hundred  ditta 
a  niiddlingSy 
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middlings,  as  many  of  flaip  ftufF,  and  two  thoufand  ditto  corn  meal. 
The  quantity  of  wheat  and  corn  ground,  from  which  this  flour,  <!!s;c. 
was  made,  was  three  hundred  and  eight  tliouiand  bulhels,  ccjual  to  thp 
export  in  thofe  articles  from  the  port  of  Philadelphia  for  the  fame  year. 
Thefe  mills  give  employment  to  about  two  hundred  pcrfons,   viz. 
about  forty  to  tend  the  mills,  from  fifty  to  fevehty  coopers,  to  make 
cafks  for  the  flour,  a  fufticient  number  to  man  twelve  floops,  of  about 
thirty  tons  each,  which  are  employed  in  the  tranfportation  of  the 
wheat  and   flour,  the  reft  in  various  other   occupations  coniK\T;cd 
with  the  mills.     The  navigation  quite  to  thclc  mills  is  fuch,   tiiat  a 
vefl'el  carrying  one  thoufond  buQiels  of  wheat  may  be  laid  along  fide 
of  any  of  thefe  mills  ;   and  bcfide  fome  of  them  the  water  is  of  fuf- 
ficient  depth  to  admit  velfels  of  twice  the  above  fize.      The  velTels 
are  unloaded  with   aftonilliing  expedition.     There  have   been   in- 
stances of  one  thoufand  bufliels  being  carried  to  the  height  of  four 
ftories  in  four  hours.     It  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  ve'Jcls  with  one 
thoufand  bufliels  of  wheat  come  up  with   flood  tide,  unlade,   and 
go  away  the  fucceeding  ebb,  with  three  hundred  barrels  of  flour  on 
board.     In  confequence  of  the  machines  introduced  by  the  ingenious 
Mr.  Oliver  Evan?,  three  quarters  of  the  manual  labour  before  found 
neceflary  is  now  fuflicient  for  every  purpofe.      By  means  of  thefe 
machines,  when  made  ufe  of  in  the  full  extent  propofcd  by  the  in- 
ventor, the  wheat  will  be  received  on  the  fliallop's  deck,  thence  car- 
ried to  the  upper  loft  of  the  mill,  and  a  confidcrable  portion  of  the 
f^me  returned  in  flour  on  the  lower  floor,  ready  for  packing,  without 
the  afliftance  of  manual  labour  but  in  a  very  fmall  degree,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  bufineis  done.     The  tranfportation  of  flour  from  thefe 
mills  to  the  port  of  Wilmington  does  not  req;:ire  half  an  ho\ir  ;   and 
it  is  frequently  the  cafe,  that  a  cargo  is  taken  from  the-mills  and  de- 
livered at  Philadelphia  the  fame  day.     The  fituation  of  thefe  mills  is 
very  pleafant  and  healthful.     The  firft  mill  was  built  here  about  fii'iy 
years  f^nce.     There  is  now  a  fmall  town  of  forty  houfcs,  principally 
itone  and  brick,  which,   together  with  the  mills  and  the  veflels  load- 
ing and  unloading  befide  them,  furnifli  a  charming  profpeut  from  the 
bridge,  from  whence  they  are  all  in  full  view. 

Befides  the  wheat  and  flour  trade,  this  State  exports  lumber  and 
various  other  articles.  The  amount  of  exports  for  the  year  ending 
September  30,  1791,  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thoufand 
ei^ht  hundred  and  forty  dollars. 

3  O  2  PUBLIC 
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PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

BRIDGES,    &C. 

JtiS-b^fore  the  commencement  of  the  war,  a  work  of  confiderabliC 
importance  was  begun  at  Lewes,  in  the  fouthern  part  of  the  State, 
viz.  the  erection  of  a  bridge  and  caufeway  from  the  town,  over  th® 
creek  and  naarfli  to  the  oppofite  cape.  This  expenfive  work  was 
jufl  completed  when  the  'Britifti  fliips  firft  came  into  the  road  of 
Lewes.  In  order  to  prevent  too  eafy  a  communication,  they  partially 
removed  it ;  and  it  being  afterwards  neglefted,  it  was  in  complete 
ruins  at  the  clofc  of  the  war.  A  bridge,  upon  the  fame  plan,  but 
upon  a  new  foundation,  has  lately  been  erefted  at  the  fole  expenfe 
of  individuals :  it  extends  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  town 
to  the  beach,  over  a  wide  creek  and  marfh.  The  inhabitants  are 
compenfated  for  their  expenfe  by  the  facility  of  the  communica- 
tion between  the  town  and  the  cape. 

Several  canals  in  different  parts  of  this  State  are  contemplated,  one 
of  which  is  down  the  waters  of  the  Brandywine, 

LIGHT-HOUSE. 

The  light-houfe,  near  the  town  of  Lewes,  was  burnt  in   1777. 
Since  the  war  it  has  been  completed  and  handfomely  repaired.     It  is 
a  fine  ftone  flrufture,  eight  ftories  high  ;    the  annual  expence  of 
which  is  eflimati;d  at  about  fix  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  currency. 

CONSTITUTION, 

DECLARATION    OF    RIGHTS. 

I.  That  all  government  of  right  originates  from  the  people,  is 
founded  in  compaft  only,  and  inftituted  folely  for  the  good  of  the 
whole. 

II.  That  all  men  have  a  natural  and  unalienable  right  to  worfliip 
Almighty  God  according  to  the  diftates  of  their  own  confciences  and 
underftandings  ;  and  that  no  man  ought,  or  of  right  can  be  com- 
pelled to  attend  any  religious  worfhip,  or  maintain  any  miniftry,  con- 
trn  y  to  or  agamft  his  own  free  will  and  confent ;  and  that  no  autho- 
rity can  or  ought  to  be  vefted  in,  or  afl'umed  by  any  power  whatever, 
that  fliali  la  any  cafe  ioterfere  with,  or  in  any  manner  controul,  the" 
right  ot  conlcience,  in  the  free  exercife  of  religious  worfliip. 

'  .  111.  That 


OF    DELAWARE.  469 

HI.  That  all  perfons  prot'effing  the  Chriftian  religion  ought  fcr 
icver  to  enjoy  equal  rights  and  privileges  in  this  State,  unlcis  under 
colour  of  religion  any  man  dillurb  the  peace,  the  happinci's  or  latetjr 
of  fociety. 

IV.  That  the  people  of  this  State  have  the  folc,  exclufive,  and 
inherent  right  of  governing  and  rcguhiting  the  internal  j^i^lice  of  the 
■fame. 

y.  That  perfons  intrufted  with  the  legiflativc  and  executive  pow- 
ers are  the  trufiees  and  fcrvants  of  the  public,  and  as  fuch  account- 
able for  their  conduft  ;  wherefore,  whenever  the  ends  of  govern- 
ment are  perverted,  and  public  liberty  manifefily  endangeied  bv  the 
legiflative  fingly,  or  a  treacherous  combination  of  both,  the  people 
may,  and  of  right  ought  to  efiablifli  a  new,  or  rclonn  the  old  Go- 
vernment. 

VI.  That  the  right  in  the  people  to  participate  in  the  legifiatuic 
is  the  foundation  of  liberty  and  of  all  free  govcrnnunt ;  and  for  :W\% 
end  all  ele£lions  oujdit  to  be  free  and  frequent,  and  every  freeman 
having  futRcient  evidence  of  a  permanent  common  intereft  with,  and 
attachment  to  the  community,  hath  a  right  of  fntfrage. 

VII.  That  no  power  of  fulpending  laws,  or  the  execution  of  laws, 
ought  to  be  exercifed,  unlefs  by  the  Icgiilature. 

VIII.  That  for  redrefs  or  grievances,  and  for  amending  and 
flrengthening  of  the  laws,  the  legiflature  ought  to  be  frequently  con- 
vened. 

IX.  That  every  man  hath  a  right  to  petition  the  legiflature  for  tlic 
redrefs  of  grievances,  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly  manner. 

X.  That  every  member  of  fociety  hath  a  right  to  be  protected  in 
the  enjoyment  of  life,  liberty,  and  property,  and  therefore  is  bound 
to  contribute  his  proportion  towards  the  expenfe  of  tliat  protedion, 
and  yield  his  perfonal  fervice  when  neceffary,  or  an  equivalent  there-' 
to  ;  but  no  part  of  a  man's  properly  can  be  juftly  taken  from  him, 
or  applied  to  public  ufes,  v,  ithout  his  own  confent,  or  that  of  his 
legal  reprefentatives  :  nor  can  any  man  that  is  confcientioully  fcru- 
pulous  of  bearing  arms,  in  any  cafe  be  juftly  compelled  thereto,  if 
he  will  pay  fuch  equivalent. 

XI.  That  retrofpeftive  laws  punifliing  ofunces  committed  bcfoir 
the  exiftence  of  fuch  laws,  are  opprelilve  and  unjuft,  and  onght  r.ot 
to  be  made. 

XII.  That  every  freennn,  for  every  injury  done  him  in  Lis  goods; 
knds,  or  perfon,  by  any  ottier  perfon,  ought  to  have  reir.i  dy  by  the 

'■"'•"•         ■■     •       •  •  '  •  cuurfe 
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caurfe  of  the  law  of  the  land,  and  ought  to  have  juftice  and  right  for 
the  injury  done  to  him,  freely  without  fale,  fully  without  any  denial, 
and  fpeedily  without  delay,  according  to  the  law  of  the  land. 

XIII.  That  trial  by  jury  of  fads  where  they  arife,  is  one  of  the 
greateft  iecuritles  of  the  lives,  liberties,   and  eilates  of  the  people. 

XIV.  That  in  all  profecutions  for  criminal  offences,  every  man 
hath  a  right  to  be  informed  of  the  accufation  againft  him,  to  be  al- 
lowed counfe!,  to  be  confronted  with  the  accufers  or  witnefles,  to 
examine  evidence  on  oath  in  his  favour,  and  to  a  fpeedy  trial  by 
gn  impartial  jury,  without  whofe  unanimous  cc^nfent  he  ought  not  to 
^e  found  guilty. 

XV.  That  no  man  in  the  courts  of  comrnon  law  ought  to  be 
compelled  to  give  evidence  againfi:  himlelf. 

XVI.  That  exceffive  bail  ought  not  to  be  required,  nor  excefiive 
fines  impofed,  nor  cruel  or  unufual  punifliments  inflifted. 

XVII.  That  all  warrants  without  path  to  fearch  fufpeded  places, 
or  to  feize  any  perfon  or  his  property,  are  grievous  and  oppreffive  j 
and  all  general  warrants  to  fearch  fufpefted  places,  p,r  to  apprehend 
all  perfons  fufpefted,  without  paming  or  defcribing  the  place  or  any 
perfon  in  fpeeial,  are  illegal  and  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

XVIII.  That  a  well-regulated  militia  is  the  proper,  natural,  and 
fafe  defence  of  a  free  Government. 

XIX.  That  {landing  armies  are  dangerous  to  liberty,  and  ought 
not  to  be  raifed  or  kept  up  without  the  confent  of  the  legiflature. 

XX.  That  in  all  cafes  and  at  all  times  the  military  ought  to  be 
under  ftrift  fubordination  to,  and  governed  by,  the  civil  power. 

XXI.  That  no  Ibldier  ought  to  be  quartered  in  any  houfe  in  time 
of  peace,  without  the  confent  of  the  owner  :  and  in  time  of  war,  in 
fuch  manner  only  as  the  legiflature  fliail  dire6f. 

XXII.  That  the  independency  and  uprightnefs  of  judges  are  ef- 
fential  to  the  impartial  adminiflration  of  juftice,  and  a  great  fecmity 
to  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  people. 

XXIIL  That  the  liberty  of  the  prcfs  otight  to  be  inviolably  pre- 
ferved- 

FRAME    OF    GOVERNMENT. 

Ac^recd  to  and  refolved  upon  by  the  Re])refentative5  in  full  Con- 
vention of  the  Delaware  State,  formerly  ftyied,  "  The  Government 
fff  the  Coiinties  o'f  Xewcaflle,  Kent,  and  SufTex,  upon  Delaware;"' 

the 
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the  faid  Reprcfentatives  being  ciiolcn  by  the  freemen  of  the  faid 
State  for  that  exprefs  piirpofe. 

I.  The  Govei  nincnt  of  the  counties  of  Newcnille,  Kent  and  Siif- 
fex,  upon  Delaware,  fliall  hereafter  in  all  publie  and  other  writitigs 
be  ealled,  The  Delaware  State. 

II.  The  legillature  fliall  be  formed  of  two  dillind  branehes. 
They  fhall  meet  once  or  oftener  in  every  year,  and  Ihall  be  called, 

The  GeNIiRAL    AsSHMBI.Y  of  DtLAWAKE. 

III.  One  of  the  bianches  of  the  legillature  fliall  be  called,  The 
House  of  Assembly,  and  fliall  conhll  of  ftven  Rej)refentativcs  to 
he  chofen  for  each  county  annually,  of  Inch  peifons  as  are  free- 
lioldcrs  of  the  fame. 

IV.  The  other  branch  fliall  be  called,  The  Council,  and  ron- 
fifl  of  nine  members ;  three  to  be  thofcn  for  each  county  at  thu 
time  of  the  firflelet^ion  of  the  Aflembly,  who  fliall  be  freeholdei  s  of 
the  county  for  which  they  are  chofen,  and  be  upwards  of  twenty- 
five  years  of  age.  At  the  end  of  one  year  after  the  general  election, 
the  Counfellor  who  had  the  fmallclf  iiuniber  of  votes  in  each  county 
fhall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioued  fupplied  by 
the  freemen  of  each  county  choofing  the  fame  or  another  perfon  at; 
a  new  election  in  rr.anner  aforefaid.  At  the  end  of  two  years  after 
the  firft  general  elefticn,  the  Counfellor  who  flood  fecond  in  number 
of  votes  in  each  county  fliall  be  difplaced,  and  the  vacancies  thereby 
occafioned  fupplied  by  a  new  election  in  manner  aforefaid.  And  at 
the  end  of  three  years  from  the  firfl:  general  cleiSfion,  the  Counfel- 
lor who  had  thegreateft  number  of  votes  in  each  county  fliall  be  dif- 
placed, and  the  vacancies  thereby  occafioned  fupplied  by  a  new  elec- 
tion in  manner  aforefaid.  And  this  rotation  of  a  Counfellor  beiug 
difplaced  at  the  end  of  three  years  in  each  county,  and  his  o'iicc  fuj)- 
plicd  by  a  new  choice,  fliall  be  continued  afterwards  in  due  onler  an- 
nually for  ever,  whereby,  after  the  firfi:  general  cledion,  a  Coun- 
fellor wil!  remain  in  trull;  for  three  years  fiom  the  time  of  liis  being 
elected,  and  a  Counfellor  will  be  difplaced,  and  the  fame  or  anoihci 
chofen  in  each  county  at  every  election. 

V.  The  right  rf  fuffrage  in  the  elcdtion  of  members  for  botii 
Houfcs  flmll  remain  as  exercifcd  by  law  at  prefeut ;  and  each  Houfe 
lliall  choofe  its  ov.-n  Speaker,  appoint  its  own  officers,  judge  or  the 
<]ualifications  and  eleftions  of  iis  own  members,  fettle  its  own  rnlts 
of  proceeding,  and  direct  writs  of  election  for  fujjplying  intcrme- 
<i:aie  vacancies.     They  may  alfo  feverally  expel  any  of  ihcir  own 

menjbc.^ 
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ttiembers  for  miibehaviour,  but  not  a  fecond  time  in  the  fame  feffioni 
for  the  fame  offence,  if  re-elefted  ;  and  they  fliall  have  all  other 
powers  necelfary  for  the  legiflature  of  a  free  and  independent  State. 

VI.  All  irioney-bills  for  the  fiipport  of  Government  fliall  origi- 
nate in  the  Houfe  of  AfTembly,  and  may  be  altered,  amended  or 
rejected  by  the  Legiflative  Council.  All  other  bills  and  ordinances 
may  take  rife  in  tht  Houfc  of  Alfembly  or  Legiflative  Council,  and 
may  be  altered,  amended  or  rejefted  by  either. 

VII.  Aprefident  or  chief  magiftrate  fhall  be  chofen  by  joint  bal- 
fot  of  both  Houfes,  to  betaken  in  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  and  the 
box  examined  by  the  Speakers  of  each  Houfe  in  the  prefence  of  the 
other  members ;  and  in  cafe  the  numbers  for  the  two  higheft  in 
votes  fhould  be  equal,  then  the  fpeaker  of  the  council  fliall  have  an 
additional  calfing  voice,  and  the  appointment  of  the  perfon  viho  ha^ 
the  majority  of  votes  fliall  be  entered  at  large  on  the  minutes  and 
journals  of  each  Houfe  ;  and  a  copy  thereof  on  parchment,  certified 
and  figned  by  the  fpeakers  refpeftively,  and  fealed  with  the  great 
feal  of  the  State,  which  they  are  hereby  authorifed  to  affix,  fliall  be 
delivered  to  the  perfon  fo  chofen  prelldent,  who  fliall  cont.nue  in  that 
ofiice  three  years,  and  until  the  fitting  of  the  next  General  Aflembly^ 
and  no  longer,  nor  be  eligible  until  the  expiration  of  three  years  af- 
ter he  fliall  liave  been  out  of  that  office.  An  adequate  but  moderate 
falary  fliall  be  fettled  on  him  during  his  continuance  in  office.  He 
may  draw  for  fuch  fums  of  money  as  fliall  be  appropriated  by  the 
General  AfTembly,  and  be  accountable  to  them  for  the  fame.  He 
niav,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy-council,  lay  embargoes  or 
prohibit  the  exportation  of  any  commodity  for  any  time  not  exceed- 
ing thirty  days,  in  the  retefs  of  the  General  Alft.nbly.  He  fliall 
have  the  power  of  granting  pardons  or  reprieves,  except  where  the 
profecuti'jn  fliall  be  carried  on  by  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly,  or  the 
law  fliall  otherwile  direct ;  in  which  cafes  no  pardon  or  reprieve 
lliall  be  granted,  but  by  a  refolve  of  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly ;  and 
may  exercila  all  tlie  other  executive  powers  of  government,  limited 
and  reflrained  as  by  this  conflitution  is  mentioned,  and  according  to 
the  laws  of  the  State.  And  on  his  death,  inah.lity,  or  abfencc  from 
the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Legiflative  Council  for  the  time  being 
ihall  be  vice-prefident  ;  and  in  cafe  of  his  death,  inabilic_v,  or  ab> 
fence  from  the  State,  the  fpeaker  of  the  Houfo  of  Alfembly  fliall 
have  the  powers  of  a  prefidcnt,  until  a  new  nomination  is  made  by 
the  General  Alfcrably. 

VIII.  A 
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VIII.  A  privy-council  confiding  of  four  members  fliall  be  chofen 
by  ballot,  two  by  the  I.egillative  Council,  and  two  by  the  Houfc  of 
Aflembly  :  provided,  that  no  rcguhir  officer  of  the  army  or  navy  in 
the  fervice  and  pay  of  the  Continent,  or  of  this  or  ot  any  other 
State,  fliall  be  eligible.  And  a  member  of  the  Legillativc  Council 
or  of  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly  being  chofen  of  the  privy  council,  and 
accepting  thereof,  lliall  thereby  lofe  his  leat.  Three  members  fliall 
be  a  quorum,  and  their  advice  and  proceedings  fliall  be  entered  oa 
record,  and  figned  by  the  members  prcfent,  (to  any  part  of  which 
any  member  may  enter  his  dillcat)  to  be  laid  before  the  General 
Aflembly,  when  called  for  by  them.  Two  members  fliall  be  rc- 
fnoved  by  ballot,  one  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and  one  by  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly,  at  the  end  of  two  years,  and  thofe  who  remain 
the  next  year  after,  who  fliall  fevera'.ly  be  ineligible  for  the  three 
next  years.  Thefe  vacancies,  as  well  as  thofe  occafioned  by  death 
or  incapacity,  fliail  be  fupplied  by  new  elections  in  the  lame  man- 
ner. And  this  rotation  of  a  privy  counfellor  fliall  be  continued  af- 
terwards in  due  order  annually  for  ever.  The  prefident  may  by 
fummons  convene  the  privy  council  at  any  time  when  the  public  exi- 
gencies may  require,  and  at  fuch  place  as  he  fliall  think  moft  conve- 
nient, when  and  where  they  are  to  attend  accordingly. 

IX.  The  prefident,  with  the  advice  and  confent  of  the  privy- 
council,  may  embody  the  militia,  and  aft  as  captain-general  and 
commander  in  chief  of  them,  and  the  other  military  torce  of  this 
State,  under  the  laws  of  the  fame. 

X.  Either  Houfe  of  the  General  Aflembly  may  adjourn  themfelves 
refpeftively.  The  prefident  fliall  not  prorogue,  adjourn,  or  diflolvc 
the  General  Aflembly ;  but  he  may,  with  the  advice  of  the  privy 
council,  or  on  the  application  of  a  majority  of  either  Houfe,  call 
them  before  the  time  to  which  they  fliall  ftand  adjourned;  and  the 
two  Houfes  fhall  always  fit  at  the  lanie  time  and  place ;  for  which 
purpofe,  immediately  after  every  at'journm.ent,  the  fpeaker  of  the 
Houfe  of  AflTembly  fliall  give  notice  to  the  fpeaker  of  the  other 
Houfe  of  the  time  to  which  the  Houfe  of  Alfembly  Hands  adjourned. 

XI.  The  delegates  for  Delaware  to  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States  of  America  fliall  be  chofen  ^n,nuaily,  or  fupcrfcded  in  the 
mean  time,  by  joint  ballot  of  both  Houfes  in  the  General  Alfembly, 

XII.  The  prefident  and  General  Alfciiibiy  ihall  by  joint  ballot  ap-. 
point  three  juftices  of  the  Supreme  Court  for  the  State,  one  of 
vhom  fliall  be  chief  juflice  and  a  judge  of  admirahy  i  and  alfo  four 
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juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans  Courts  for 
each  county,  one  of  whom  in  each  court  Ihail  be  Hiled  Chief  Juftice 
(and  in  cafe  of  divifion  on  the  ballot,  the  prefident  fliall  have  an  ad- 
ditional cafting  vo'ce,)  to  be  commilTiGned  by  the  prefident  under  the 
great  feal,  who  fliall  continue  in  office  during  good  behaviour  ;  and 
during  the  time  the  juftices  of  the  faid  Supreme  Court  and  Courts 
of  Common  Pleas  remain  in  office,  they  fliall  hold  none  other  except 
•  ifi  the  militia.  Any  one  of  the  juftices  of  either  of  iaid  courts  fliall 
have  power,  in  cafe  of  the  non-coming  of  his  brethren,  to  open  and 
adjourn  the  court.  An  adequate,  fixed,  but  moderate  falary  fl:iall  be 
fettled  on  them  during  their  continuance  in  office.  The  prefident 
and  privy  council  fliall  appoint  the  fecretary  ;  the  attorney-general  ; 
reglfters  for  the  probate  of  wills,  and  granting  letters  of  adminif- 
tration  ;  regifters  in  Chancery  ;  clerks  of  the  Courts  of  Common. 
Pleas  and  Orphans  Courts,  and  clerks  of  the  peace;  who  fliall  be 
ccmmiflioned  as  aforefaid,  and  remain  in  office  during  five  years,  if 
they  behave  themfelves  well,  during  which  time  the  laid  regifters 
in  Chancery  and  clerks  fliall  not  be  juftices  of  either  of  the  faid 
courts  of  which  they  are  officers,  but  they  fliall  have  authority  to 
fign  all  writs  by  them  ifiTued,  and  take  recognizances  of  bail.  The 
juftices  of  the  peace  fliall  be  nominated  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly  ; 
that  is  to  fay,  they  fliall  name  twenty-four  perfons  for  each  county, 
of  whom  the  prefident,  with  the  approbation  of  the  privy  councili 
ihall  appoint  twelve,  who  fliall  be  commilfioned  as  aforefaid,  and 
continue  in  office  during  feven  years,  if  they  behave  themfelves 
well ;  and  in  cafe  of  vacancies,  or  if  the  legiflature  fliall  think  pro- 
per to  increafe  the  number,  they  fliall  be  nominated  and  appointed  in 
like  manner.  The  members  of  the  legiflative  and  privy  councils 
fliall  be  juftices  of  the  peace  for  the  whole  State,  during  their  conti- 
nuance in  truft :  and  the  juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas 
fliall  be  confervators  of  the  peace  in  their  refpedive  counties, 

XIII.  The  juftices  of  the  courts  of  Common  Pleas  and  Orphans 
Courts  fliall  have  the  power  of  holding  inferior  courts  of  Chancery 
as  heretofore,  unlefs  the  legiflature  fliall  otherwife  direft. 

XIV.  The  clerks  of  the  Supreme  Courts  fliall  be  appointed  by  the 
chief  juftice  thereof,  and  the  recorders  of  deeds  by  the  juftices  of  the 
courts  of  Common  Pleas  for  each  county  feverally,  and  commifllioned 
by  the  prefident  under  the  great  feal,  and  continue  in  office  five  years, 
if  they  behave  themfelves  well, 

XV.  The 
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XV.  The  flieriffs  and  coroners  of  the  refpcftive  counties  fliull  be 
ehofen  annually  as  heretofore  ;  and  any  peribn  having  fcrvcd  three 
years  as  flierifF,  fliall  be  ineligible  for  three  years  after ;  and  the  prc- 
lident  and  privy  council  fliall  have  the  appointment  of  fuch  of  th« 
two  candidates  returned  for  the  faid  offices  of  Ihcritfi  and  coroners, 
as  they  Ihall  think  beft  qualified,  in  the  fame  manner  that  the  gover- 
nor heretofore  enjoyed  this  power. 

XVI.  The  General  Aflenibly,  by  joint  ballot,  fliall  appoint  the 
generals  and  field  officers,  and  all  other  officers  in  the  army  or  navy 
of  this  State.  And  the  prefident  may  appoint  during  {)leafure,  until 
otherwife  direded  by  the  legiflaturc,  all  necelfary  civil  officers  not 
herein  before  mentioned. 

XVII.  There  fliall  be  an  appeal  from  the  Supreme  Court  of  Dela- 
ware in  matters  of  law  and  equity,  to  a  court  of  feven  perfons,  to 
confift  of  the  prefident  for  the  time  being,  who  fliall  prefide  therein, 
and  fix  others  ;  three  to  be  appointed  by  the  Legiflative  Council,  and 
three  by  the  Houfe  of  Aflembly,  who  fliall  continue  in  office  daring 
good  behaviour,  and  be  commiflioned  by  the  prefident  under  the  great 
leal ;  which  court  fliall  be  ftiled,  The  Court  of  Appeals,  and  have 
all  the  authority  and  powers  heretofore  given  by  law  in  the  laft  re- 
fort  to  the  King  in  council,  under  the  old  government.  The  fecre- 
tary  fliall  be  ttie  clerk  of  this  court,  and  vacancies  therein  occa- 
fioned  by  death  or  incapacity  fhall  be  fupplied  by  new  eleiftions,  in 
manner  aforefaid. 

XVIII.  The  jufl:ices  of  the  Supreme  Court  and  courts  of  Com- 
mon Pleas,  the  members  of  the  Privy  Council,  the  fecretary,  the 
truftees  of  the  Loan  Office,  and  clerks  of  the  courts  of  Common 
Pleas,  during  their  continuance  in  office,  and  all  perfons  concerned 
in  any  army  or  navy  contrafts,  fliall  be  ineligible  to  either  Houfe  of 
AflTembly  ;  and  any  member  of  either  Houfe  accepting  of  any  other 
of  the  offices  herein  before  mentioned,  excepting  the  office  of  a  juf- 
tice  of  the  peace,  fliall  have  his  feat  thereby  vacated,  and  a  new 
cle6tion  fliall  be  ordered. 

XIX.  The  Legiflative  Council  and  Aflximbly  fliall  have  the  power 
of  making  the  great  feal  of  this  State,  which  fliall  be  kept  by  the 
prefident,  or  in  his  abfcnce  by  the  vice-prefident,  to  be  ufed  by  them 
as  occafion  may  require.  It  fliall  be  called.  The  Great  Sea!  of  the 
Delaware  State,  and  fliall  be  affixed  to  all  laws  and  commiffions. 

XX.  Commiffions  fhall  run  in  the  name  of  The  Delaware  State, 
and  bear  teft-ty  the  prefident.  Writs  flball  run  in  the  fame  manner, 
and  bear  teft  in  the  name  of  the  chief  jullice,  or  juftice  firft  named 
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in  the  co -nmiffions  for  the  feveral  courts,  and  be  fealed  with  the  pub- 
lic feals  of  fuch  courts.  Indi£lments  fliall  conclude,  Againjl  the  peace 
and  d'tgnhy  of  the  State. 

XXI.  In  cafe  of  vacancy  of  the  offices  above  direded  to  be  filled 
by  the  prefident  and  General  Aflembly,  the  prefident  and  Privy 
Council  may  appoint  others  in  their  flead,  until  there  fnall  be  a  new 
deftion. 

XXII.  Every  perfon  who  fliall  be  chofen  a  member  of  either  Houfe^ 
or  appointed  to  any  office  or  place  of  truft,  before  taking  his  feat,  or 
entering  upon  the  execution  ®f  his  office,  fliall  take  the  following 
oath,  or  affirmation,  if  confcientioufly  fcrupulous  of  taking  an  oath, 
to  wit, 

"  I  A.  B,  will  bear  true  allegiance  to  the  Delaware  State,  fubmlt 
to  its  conllitution  and  laws,  and  do  no  a6l  wittingly  whereby  the 
freedom  thereof  may  be  prejudiced." 

And  alfo  make  and  fubfci  ibe  the  following  declaration,  to  wit, 

*'  I  A.  B.  do  profefs  faith  in  God  the  Father,  and  in  Jefus  Chrift 
Ills  only  Son,  and  the  Holy  Ghoft,  one  God,  blefled  for  evermore  ; 
and  I  do  acknowledge  the  Holy  Scriptures  of  the  Old  and  New  Tef- 
ment  to  be  given  by  divine  infpiration." 

And  all  officers  ihall  alfo  take  an  oath  of  office. 

XXIII.  The  prefident  when  he  is  out  of  office,  and  within  eigh- 
teen months  after,  and  all  others,  offending  againft  the  State,  either 
by  mal-adminiftration,  corruption,  or  other  means,  by  which  the 
fafety  of  the  Commonwealth  may  be  endangered,  within  eighteen 
months  after  the  offence  committed,  fliall  be  impeachable  by  the 
Houfe  of  Aflembly  before  the  Legillative  Council ;  fuch  impeach- 
ment to  be  profecuted  by  the  attorney-general,  or  fuch  other  perfon 
or  perfons  as  the  Houfe  o'i  AlTembly  may  appoint,  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  land.  If  found  guilty,  he  or  they  fliall  be  either  for 
ever  dilabled  to  hold  any  office  i>nder  government,  or  removed 
from  office  pro  tempore.,  or  iubjefted  to  fuch  pains  and  penalties  as 
the  laws  fliall  direft.  And  all  officers  fliall  be  removed  on  conviftion 
of  mifbehaviour  at  common  law,  or  on  impeachment,  or  upon  the 
addrefs  of  the  General  Afl^embly. 

XXIV.  A.U  afts  of  Affembly  in  force  in  this  State  on  the  i^h  day 
of  May  lalc,  and  not  hereby  altered,  or  contrary  to  the  refolutions 
of  Congrefs,  or  of  the  late  Houfe  of  Aflembly  of  this  State,  fliall  fa 
continue  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legiflature  of  this  State, 
unlefs  where  they  are  temporary,  in  v.'hich  cafe  they  fliall  expire  at 
the  times  relpeftively  limited  for  their  duration. 

XXV.  The 
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XXV.  The  common  law  of  England,  as  well  as  {o  much  of  tlio 
fiatute  law  as  have  been  heretofore  adopted  in  pradice  in  tliis  State< 
lliall  remain  in  force,  iinlofs  they  fliall  he  altered  by  ;•  tiitui-e  law 
of  tlie  legillature  ;  inch  parts  only  excepted  as  are  repui^naiit  to  the 
rights  and  privileges  contained  in  this  Conflitution,  and  the  Decla- 
ration of  Rights,  &:c.  agreed  to  by  this  Convention. 

XXVI.  No  pcrfon  hereafter  imported  uito  this  State  from  Afriou 
ought  to  be  held  in  flnvery  under  any  pretence  whatever ;  and  no 
negro,  Indian  or  mulatto  flavc,  ought  to  be  brought  iiuo  this  State 
fur  fale  from  any  part  of  the  world. 

XXVII.  The  lirll  eleaion  for  the  General  Aflembly  of  this  State 
fliall  be  held  on  the  21ft  day  of  06tober  next,  at  the  court  houfes  in 
the  feveral  counties,  in  the  manner  heretofore  ufed  in  the  election 
of  the  Allemby,  except  as  to  choice  of  infpectors  and  alfcH'oi-s,  where 
afieObrs  have  not  been  chcfen  on  the  i6th  of  September  inft.  which 
jfliall  be  made  on  the  morning  of  the  day  of  eleftion,  by  the  cleclor?, 
inhabitants  of  the  refpe£live  hundreds  in  each  county;  at  whfch 
time  the  fheriffs  and  coroners  for  the  faid  counties  refpeftively  arc 
to  .be  elefted  ;  and  the  prefcnt  flieriffs  of  the  counties  of  Newcalllc 
and  Kent  may  be  re-cholen  to  that  office  xuuil  the  ift  of  Odoberi 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thoufand  feven  hundred  and  feventy-nine, 
and  the  prefent  flieriff  for  the  county  of  Suflex  may  be  re-chofen-  to 
that  office  until  the  firil  day  of  October,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
one  thoufand  {even  hundred  and  feventy-eight,  provided  the  freemci? 
think  proper  to  re-elei!:!:  them  at  every  general  eleftion  ;  and  tiic 
prefent  flieriffs  and  coroners  refpeftively  fliall  continue  to  cxcrcife 
their  offices  as  heretofore,  until  the  fiieritfs  and  coroners  to  be  ele(?t-ecJ 
on  the  faid  twenty-firft  day  of  October  fliall  be  commiilioned  a.'ui 
fworfi  into  ofiice.  The  members  of  the  Legiihuive  Council  and  Af- 
fembly  fhall  meet  for  tranfading  the  bufinefs  of  the  State  on  the 
twenty-eighth  day  of  Odober  next,  and  continue  in  office  until  the 
fiift  day  of  Odtober  which  will  be  in  the  year  one  thoufand  ieven 
hundred  and  fcventy-fcven  ;  on  which  day,  and  en  the  firft  day  of 
Odobcr  in  each  year  for  ever  after,  the  Legiflative  Council,  Aifcm- 
bly,  flieriffs  and  coroners,  fliall  be  cholen  by  ba'lot  in  manner  diredcd 
by  the  feveral  laws  of  this  State  for  regulating  elections  of  members 
of  Afl^embly,  and  flieriffs  and  coroners ;  and  the  General  Aircmbly 
fliall  meet  on  the  twentieth  day  of  the  fame  month,  for  tranfafting 
the  bufinefs  of  the  State  ;  and  if  any  of  the  faid  fiift  and  twentieth 
days  of  Odober  fliould  be  Sunday,    then,  and   iu   luch  cafe,  the 
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ekcftions  fhali  be  held  and  the  General  Aflembly  meet  the  next  dif 
following. 

XXVIII.  To  prevent  any  violence  or  force  being  ufed  at  the  faid 
elediions,  no  perfons  fliall  come  armed  to  any  of  them ;  and  no  miif- 
ter  of  the  militia  flaall  be  made  on  that  day,  nor  iliall  any  battalion 
or  comparjy  give  in  their  votes  immediately  fucceeding  each  other, 
if  any  other  voter  who  offers  to  vote  objects  thereto ;  nor  lliall  any 
battalion  or  company  in  the  pay  of  the  continent,  or  of  this  or  any 
ether  State,  be  fuffered  to  remain  at  thc-time  and  place  of  holding 
the  faid  elections,  nor  within  one  mile  of  the  faid  places  refpeitively, 
for  tvvent}'-fonr  hours  before  the  opening  the  faid  eleftions,  nor  within 
twenty-four  hours  after  the  fame  are  clofed,  fo  as  in  any  manner  to 
impede  the  freely  and  conveniently  carrying  on  the  faid  elcftion  : 
provided  always,  that  every  eleftor  may  in  a  peaceable  and  orderly 
manner  give  in  his  vote  on  the  faid  day  of  eleftion. 

XX.  There  Ihall  be  no  eftablifliment  of  any  one  religious  fe£t  in 
this  State  in  preference  to  another  j  and  no  clergyman  or  preacher 
of  the  gofpel,  of  any  denomination,  fliall  be  capable  of  holding  any 
civil  office  in  this  State,  or  of  being  a  member  of  either  of  the 
branches  of  the  legiflature,  while  they  continue  in  the  exercife  of 
the  pailoral  funftion. 

XXX.  No  article  of  the  Declaration  of  Rights  and  Fundamental 
Rules  of  this  State,  agreed  to  by  this  Convention,  nor  the  firft,  fe- 
cond,  fifth,  (except  that  part  thereof  that  relates  to  the  right  of  fuf- 
frage)  twenty-fixth  and  twenty-ninth  articles  of  this  Conflitution, 
oiight  ever  to  be  violated  on  any  pretence  whatever.  No  other  part 
of  this  Conftitution  fliall  be  altered,  changed  or  diminiflied,  without 
the  confent  of  five  parts  in  feven  ef  the  AfTembly,  and  fcven  mem- 
bers of  the  Legillative  Council. 
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SITUATION,  EXTENT,  AND  BOUNDARIES. 


HIS  territory,  N.  W.  of  the  Ohio,  is  fituatcJ  between  37°  and 
50°  north  latitude,  and  60°  and  23"  weft  longitude. 

This  extenfive  tract  of  country  is  bounded  north,  by  part  of  the 
northern  boundary  line  of  the  United  States  ;  eail,  by  the  lakes  and 
Pennfylvania ;  fouth,  by  the  Ohio  river;  weft,  by  the  jNIiiliHippi. 
Mr.  Hutchins,  the  late  geographer  of  the  United  States,  eftimates, 
that  this  traft  contains  two  hundred  and  fixty-three  millions  forty 
fhoufand  acres,  of  which  forty-three  millions  forty  thoiifand  are 
water ;  this  dedu(5led,  there  will  remain  two  hundred  and  twenty 
millions  of  acres,  belonging  to  the  federal  government,  to  be  fold 
for  the  difcharge  of  the  national  debt ;  except  a  narrow  flrip  of  land 
bordering  on  the  fouth  of  lake  Erie,  and  ftretching  an  hundred  and 
twenty  miles  weft  of  the  weftern  limit  of  Pennfylvania,  which  be- 
longs t©  Connefticut. 

But  a  fmall  proportion  of  thefe  lands  is  yet  purchafed  of  the  na- 
tives, and  to  be  difpofed  of  by  Congrefs.  Beginning  on  the  me- 
ridian line,  which  forms  the  weftern  boundar)'  of  Pennfylvania,  fevcn 
ranges  of  townfliips  have  been  furveyed  and  laid  off  by  order-of 
Congrefs.  As  a  north  and  fouth  line  ftrikes  the  Ohio  in  an  oblique 
direftion,  the  termination  of  the  feventh  range  falls  upon  that  river, 
nine  miles  above  the  Mulkingum,  which  is  the  firft  large  river  that 
falls  into  the  Ohio.  It  forms  the  jundion  an  hundred  and  fevcnty- 
two  miles  below  Fort  Pitt,  including  the  windings  of  tl:e  Ohio, 
though  in  a  direct  line  is  but  ninety  miles. 

The  lands  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguiflied,  and  which 
are  now  purchailng  under  the  United  States,  are  defined  within  the 
limits  already  mentioned.* 

On  thefe  lands  feveral  fettlements  are  commencing,  one  at  Marietta, 
at  the  mouth  of  Mulkingum,  under  the  direction  of  t!ie  Ohio  com- 
pany :  another  between  the  Mi:ani  river-,  under  the  diieCtion  of 
Colonel  Symmes ;  and  a  French  fettlement  at  Galliopolis.     There 
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are  feveral  other  trafts  delineated  on  the  map,  which  have  beea 
granted  by  Congrefs  to  particular  companies,  and  other  trads  for 
particular  ufes,  which  remain  without  any  Englifti  fettleinents. 

FACE  OF  TFIE  COUNTRY,  SOIL,  AND  PRODUCTIONS. 

Our  remarks  on  thefe  heads,  befides  what  the  reader  will  find  in- 
terfperfed  in  the  defcriptioa  of  the  rivers,  we  add  from  an  anony- 
mous pamphlet  publiflied  not  long  fince,  which  we  prefume  is  the 
mofl  authentic,  refpefting  the  part  of  that  country  which  has  been 
purchafcd  of  the  Indians,  of  any  that  has  been  laid  before  the  public, 

*'  The  undiilinguiflied  terms  of  admiration  that  are  commonly 
ufed  in  fpeaking  of  the  natural  fertility  of  the  country  on  the  weftern 
waters  of  the  United  States,  would  render  it  difficult,  without  accu-r 
rate  attention  in  the  furveys,  to  afcribe  a  preference  to  any  particu- 
lar part  J  or  to  give  a  juft  defcription  of  the  territory  under  con- 
fideration,  without  the  hazard  of  being  fufpefted  of  exaggeration  : 
but  in  this  we  have  the  united  opinion  of  the  geographer,  the  fur- 
veyors,  and  every  traveller  that  has  been  intimately  acquainted  with 
the  country,  and  marked  every  natural  objeft  with  the  moft  fcru- 
puloiis  exaftnefs — that  no  part  of  the  federal  territory  unites  fo  many 
advantages,  in  point  of  health,  fertility,  variety  of  produftions,  and 
foreign  intercourfe,  as  that  which  flretches  from  the  Mulkingum  to 
the  Scioto  and  the  great  Miami  rivers,* 

"  Colonel  Gordon,  in  his  Journal,  fpeaking  of  a  much  larger 
range  of  country,  in  which  this  is  included,  and  makes  unquefrion- 
ably  the  fineft  part,  has  the  following  obfervation :  "  The  country 
on  the  Ohio  is  every  where  pleafant,  with  large  level  fpots  of  rich 
land,  and  remarkably  healthy.  One  general  remark  of  this  nature 
will  {ti-'Jt  for  the  whole  traft  of  the  globe  comprehended  betweeti 
the  weftern  fklrts  of  the  Allegany  mountains ;  thence  running  fouth- 
weltvvardly  to  the  diftance  of  five  hundred  miles  to  the  Ohio  falls  ; 
then  croffing  them  northerly  to  the  heads  of  the  rivers  that  empty 
themfelves  into  the  Ohio  ;  thence  eaft  along  the  ridge  that  feparates 
the  lakes  and  Ohio  ilreams  to  French  creek  :  this  country  may, 
from  a  proper  knowledge,  be  affirmed  to  be  the  moft  healthy,  the 

*  A  gentleman  \vi;o  has  vifited  this  country,  fuppofes  this  account  is  a  little  too 
ii'ighly  embcllilhcJ  ;  he  acknowledges  that  it  is  a  very  fine  country,  but  thinks  that 
tihcre  are  other  parts  of  the  v/eftcrn  unfcttlcd  country,  which  unite  at  kail  as  many,  if 
a«i  more  advantage;,  than  th?  tri>6t  above  memioii^d. 
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ftioft  pleafant,  the  mofl:  cniTiniodious  aiul  moft  fertile  Ipot  of  caiiJi, 
known  to  tl.e  European  peop.c. 

"  The  Jands  on  tlie  various  dreams  above  nicnrionc J,  v.liichfall 
into  the  Ohio,  are  now  more  accurately  kiuvvvn,  and  may  Iv  dcfcribed 
with  confidence  and  precilion.  They  .ire  iiiteriperled  with  ill  the 
variety  of  foil  which  conduces  to  the  pleafantnefs  of  fitiiation,  and 
lays  the  foundation  for  the  wealth  of  an  agricultural  and  manufac- 
turing people.  Large  level  bottoms,  or  natural  meadnws,  from 
twenty  to  fifty  miles  in  circuit,  are  every  where  found  bordering 
the  rivers,  and  variegating  the  country  in  the  interior  parts.  Thelc 
afford  as  rich  a  foil  as  can  be  imagined,  and  may  be  reduced  to 
proper  cu  tivation  with  very  little  labour.  It  is  faid,  that  in  many 
of  thefc  bottoms  a  man  may  clear  an  acre  a  day,  fit  for  planting  with 
Indian  corn,  there  being  no  underwood  ;  and  the  trees  growing  very 
high  and  large,  hut  not  thick  together,  need  nothing  but  girdling, 

*'  The  prevailing  growth  of  umber,  and  the  more  ufeful  trees, 
are,  maple  or  fugar  tree,  fycamore,  bl  ick  and  white  mulberry,  black 
and  white  walnut,  butternut,  chefnut  ;  white,  black,  Spauifli  and 
chefnut  oaks,  hiccory,  cherry,  buckwood  or  horfc  chelnur,  honey 
locuft,  elm,  cucumber  tree,  lyn  tree,  gum  tree,  iion  wood,  afit, 
afpin,  falfafras,  crab  apple  tree,  paupaw  or  cuftaul  apple,  a  variety 
of  plum  trees,  nine-bark,  fpii.e  and  leather-wo<^d  buflics.  Genera! 
Parfons  meafured  a  black  walnut  tree  near  Mufkingum,  whoie  cir- 
cumference, at  five  feet  from  the  ground,  was  twenty-two  feet.  A 
fycamore,  near  the  fame  place,  meafured  forty-four  feet  in  circum- 
ference, at  fome  diftance  from  the  ground.  White  and  black  oak, 
and  chefnut,  with  moft  of  the  above-mentioned  timbers,  grow  large 
and  plenty  upon  the  high  grounds  :  both  the  high  and  low  lands 
produce  vaft  quantities  of  natural  grapes  of  various  kinds,  of  which 
the  fettlers  univerfally  make  a  fufficiency  of  rich  red  wine  tor  their 
own  confumption.  It  is  alTerted  in  the  old  fetilenicnt  of  >t.  Vuicent, 
where  they  have  had  opportunity  to  try  it,  that  age  will  render  this 
wine  preferable  to  moft  of  the  European  wines.  Cotton  is  the  nr.- 
tural  produftion  of  this  country,  and  grows  in  great  perteAion. 

"  The  fugar  maple  is  a  moft  valuable  tree  for  an  inland  country ; 
any  number  of  inhabitants  may  be  for  ever  fupplied  with  a  iufhcicncy 
of  fggar,  by  preferving  a  few  trees  for  the  ule  of  each  family  :  a  tree 
will  yield  about  ten  pounds  of  fugar  a  year,  and  the  lab.nir  is  very 
trifling:  the  fap  is  extracted  in  the  months  of  February  and  Ma;ch, 
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and  granulated,  by  the  fimple  operation  of  boiling,  to  a  fugar  equal 
in  flavour  and  wliitenefs  to  the  bell  Mufcovado. 

*'  Springs  of  excellent  water  abound  in  every  part  of  this  terri- 
tory ;  and  fmall  and  large  ftreams,  for  mills  and  other  purpofes,  are 
actually  interfperfed,  as  if  by  art,  fo  that  there  feems  to  be  no  de* 
iicicncy  in  any  of  the  neceflaries  of  life. 

"  Very  little  wafte  land  is  to  be  found  in  any  part  of  this  traft  of 
country  ;  there  are  no  fwamps  but  fuch  as  may  be  readily  drained, 
and  made  into  arable  and  meadow  land ;  and  though  the  hills  are  fre- 
quent, they  are  gentle  and  fwelling,  no  where  hign  or  incapable  of 
tillage  5  they  are  of  a  deep,  rich  foil,  covered  with  a  heavy  growth  of 
timber,  and  well  adapted  to  the  produftion  of  v^heat,  rye,  indigo, 
tobacco,  ike. 

"  The  communications  between  this  country  and  the  fea  will  be 
principally  in  the  four  following  directions : 

"  I.  The  route  through  the  Scioto  and  Miifkingum  to.  lake  Erie, 
and  fo  to  the  river  Hudfon,  which  has  been  already  defcribed. 

*'  2.  The  paflage  up  the  Ohio  and  Manongahela  to  the  portage 
above  mentioned,  which  leads  to  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Poto-^ 
mack ;  this  portage  is  thirty  miles,  and-  will  probably  be  rendered 
much  lefs  by  the  execution  of  the  plans  now  on  foot  for  opening  the 
navigation  of  thofe  waters. 

"3.  The  Great  Kanhaway,  which  falls  into  the  Ohio  from  the 
Virginia  fliore,  between  the  Hockhocking  and  the  Scioto,  opens  an 
extenlive  navigation  from  the  fouth-eaft,  and  leaves  but  eighteen 
miles  portage  from  the  navigable  waters  ot  James  river  in  Virginia, 
This  communication  for  the  country  between  Mulkingum  and  Scioto, 
will  probably  be  more  ufed  than  any  other  for  the  exportation  of 
manufaftures  and  other  light  and  valuable  articles,  and  efpecially 
for  the  importation  of  foreign  commodities,  which  may  be  brought 
from  the  Chefapeak  to  the  Ohio  much  cheaper  than  they  are  now 
carried  from  I'hiladelphia  to  CarUfle,  and  the  other  thick-fettled  back 
counties  of  Pennfylvania.* 

"  4.  But  the  current  down  the  Ohio  and  Miffiffippi,  for  heavy 
articles  that  fuit  the  Florida  and  Weft-India  markets,  fuch  as  corn, 
flour,  beef,  lumber,  &c.  will  be  more  frequently  loaded  than  any 
llreams  on  earth.     The  diftance  from  the  opioto  to  the  Mifliffippi  is 

*  We  think  it  right  to -notice  that  a  gentleman  of  much  obfervation,  and  a  great  tra- 
veller in  thii  country,  15  of  opinion,  that  this  communication  or  route  is  chimerical. 
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•eight  hundred  miles,  from  thence  to  the  fea  is  nine  hundred.  This 
whole  courfe  is  eafily  run  in  fifteen  days,  and  the  palllige  up  thofe 
fivers  is  not  fo  difficult  as  has  ufually  been  reprefented.  It  is  found, 
by  late  experiments,  that  fails  are  ufed  to  great  advantage  againft 
the  current  of  the  Ohio  ;  and  it  is  worthy  of  oblervation,  that  in  all 
probability  fteam  boats  will  be  found  to  do  infinite  fervice  in  all  our 
cxtenlive  river  navigation. 

**  The  defign  of  Congrefs  and  of  the  Ohio  company  is,  that  the 
fettlements  fliall  proceed  regularly  down  the  Ohio,  and  northward 
to  lake  Erie ;  and  it  is  probable,  that  not  many  years  will  elapfe, 
before  the  whole  countr}'  above  Miami  will  be  brought  to  that  de- 
gree of  cultivation,  which  will  exhibit  all  its  latent  beauties,  and 
juftify  thofe  defcriptions  of  travellers  which  have  fo  often  made  it 
the  garden  of  the  world,  the  feat  of  wealth,  and  the  center  of  a 
great  empire. 

"  No  country  is  better  flocked  with  wild  game  of  every  kind  ; 
innumerable  herds  of  deer  and  wild  cattle  are  flieltered  in  the  groves, 
and  fed  in  the  extenfive  bottoms  that  every  where  abound  ;  an  un- 
queftionable  proof  of  the  great  fertility  of  the  foil :  turkies,  i^eefe, 
ducks,  fwans,  teal,  pheafants,  partridges,  &c.  are,  from  obfi-rvution, 
believed  to  be  in  greater  plenty  here,  than  the  tame  poultry  are  in 
any  part  of  the  old  fettlements  in  America. 

"  The  rivers  are  well  ftored  with  fifli  of  various  kinds,  and  many 
©f  them  of  an  excellent  quality  :  they  are  generally  large,  though  of 
diiferent  fizes ;  the  cat  fifn,  which  is  the  largeft,  and  of  a  delicious 
flavour,  weighs  from  fix  to  eighty  pounds.'* 

The  Mufkingum  is  a  gentle  river,  confined  by  banks  fo  high  as  to 
prevent  its  overflowing.  It  is  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards  wide  at  its 
confluence  with  the  Ohio,  and  navigable  hy  large  batteaux  and  barges 
to  the  Three  Legs  ;  and  by  fmall  ones  to  the  lake  at  its  head.  From 
thence,  by  a  portage  of  about  one  mile,  a  communication  is  opened 
to  lake  Erie,  through  the  Cayahoga,  which  is  a  ftrcam  of  great 
utility,  navigable  the  whole  length  without  any  ^ftruftion  from  falls. 
From  lake  Erie  the  avenue  is  well  known  to  the  Hudfon,  in  the  State 
of  New-York. 

The  Hockhocking  refembles  the  Mufkingum,  though  fomewhat 
inferior  in  fize.  It  is  navigable  for  large  boats  about  fevcnty  miles, 
and  for  fmall  ones  much  farther.  Gn  the  banks  of  this  very  ufeful 
ftream  are  found  inexhauftible  quarries  of  free-ftonc,  large  beds  of 
»ron  ore,  and  fomc  rich  mines  of  lead.     Coal  mines  and  fait  fprings 
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are  frequent  in  the  neighbourhood  of  this  ftream,  as  they  are  in  every 
part  of  the  weftern  territory.  The  fait  that  may  be  obtained  from 
thofe  fprings  will  afford  an  inexhaiirtible  ftore  of  that  neceflary  ar- 
ticlei  Beds  of  white  and  blue  clay,  of  an  excellent  cjualify,  ai-e  iike- 
v/ife  found  here^  fuitable  for  the  manufa^ure  of  glafb,  crockery,  and 
other  earthen  wares.  Red  bole  and  many  other  uieful  foffils  have  beea 
obferved  on  the  branches  of  this  river. 

The  Scioto  is  a  larger  river  than  either  of  the  preceding,  and  opens 
a  more  extenlive  navigation.  It  is  paflable  for  large  barges  for  tw9 
hundred  miles,  with  a  portage  of  only  four  miles  to  the  Sandufky,  a 
good  navigable  itream  that  falls  into  the  lake  Erie.  Through  the 
Sandufky  and  Scioto  lies  the  moft  common  pafs  from  Canada  to  the 
Ohio  and  Miffiifippi  ;  one  of  the  moftextenfive  and  ufeful  communi- 
cations that  is  to  be  found  in  this  country.  Prodigious  extenfions  of 
territory  are  here  conncfted  ;  and,  from  the  rapidity  with  which  the 
n-eftern  parts  of  Canada,  lake  Erie,  and  the  Kentucky  countries  are 
i'ettUng,  we  may  anticipate  an  immenfe  intercourfe  between  them. 
The  lands  on  the  borders  of  the  middle  ftrcams,  from  this  circum- 
ftauce  alone,  afide  from  their  natural  fertility,  muft  be  rendered 
very  valuable.  The  flour,  corn,  flax,  hemp,  Sic.  raifed  for  expor- 
tation in  that  great  country  between  the  lakes  Huron  and  Ontario, 
will  find  an  outlet  through  lake  Erie  and  thefe  rivers,  or  down  the 
Miiliirippi.  The  Ohio  merchant  can  give  a  higher  price  than  thofe  of 
Quebec  for  thefe  commodities,  as  they  may  be  tranfported  from 
the  former  to  Florida  and  the  Weil-India  iflands,  with  lefs  expenfe, 
rilk,  and  infurance,  than  from  the  latter  ;  while  the  expcnfe  from  the 
place  of  growth  to  the  Ohio  will  not  be  one  fourth  of  what  it  would 
be  to  Qn^-bec,  and  much  lefs  than  even  to  the  Oneida  lake.  The 
ftream  of  bcioto  is  gentle,  and  no  where  broken  by  falls :  at  fome 
places,  in  thefpring  of  the  year,  it  overflows  its  banks,  thus  providing 
for  large  natural  rice  plantations.  Salt  fprings,  coal  mines,  white 
and  blue  clay,  and  free-Hone,  abound  in  the  country  adjoining  this 
Mvcr. 

..  The  I,i-t!e  Miami  is  too  fmall  for  batteaux  navigation.  Its  banks 
ave  giifjd  land,  and  fo  high  as  to  prevent,  in  common^  the  overflow- 
ing of  the  water. 

The  Great  Mi.iml  has  a  very  itony  channel,  and  a  fwift  ftream, 
but  no  falls.  It  is  formed  of  feveral  large  branches,  which  are  paf- 
Jible  for  boats  a  great  diftance.  One  branch  comes  from  the  weft, 
..nd  rifes  in  rhb  Wabafli  couutrv:  another  rifee  near  the  head  waters 
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of  Miami  river,  which  runs  into  lake  Erie;  and  a  fliort  poitagc 
divides  another  branch  of  Sandulky  river.  It  alio  interlocks  with  the 
Scic^to, 

The  Wabafli  is  a  beautiful  river,  with  high  and  fertile  banks.  It 
empties  into  the  Ohi  by  a  mouth  two  hundred  and  Icvcnty  y.irds 
wide,  one  thoufand  and  twenty  miles  below  fort  I'itt.  In  the  fpring, 
fummer,  and  autumn,  it  is  palfable  tor  batteaux  drawin<;  three  Icct 
water,  four  laindi-ed  and  twelve  miles,  to  Ouitanon,  a  Iniall  French 
fettlen  .iic,  on  the  welt  lide  of  the  river  ;  and  for  large  canoes  one 
hundred  and  ninety-fevcn  miles  farther,  to  the  Miami  carrying  place, 
nine  miles  from  Miami  village.  This  village  llands  on  Miami  river, 
which  emi^ties  into  ttie  foiith-weft  part  of  lakeEiie.  The  communi. 
cation  between  Detroit,  and  the  Illinois,  and  Ohio  a)untries,  is  up 
^liami  river  to  Miami  village,  thence,  by  land,  nine  miles,  when 
the  rivers  are  high  ;  and  rrom  eighteen  to  thirty  when  they  are  low, 
through  a  level  country  to  tlie  Wabafli,  and  through  the  various 
branches  of  the  Wabafli  to  the  places  of  deftination. 

A  filver  mine  has  been  difcovered  about  twenty-eight  miles  above 
Ouitanon,  on  the  northern  fide  of  the  Wabafli.  Snlc  fpring?,  lime, 
free-ftonc,  blue,  yellow,  and  white  ciay,  are  fcund  in  plenty  u]x)a 
this  river. 

The  rivers  Avafe  and  Kalkafkias  empty  into  the  MilTiffippi  from 
the  north-eall  ;  theformci  is  navigable  for  boats,  fixty,  and  the  latter, 
about  one  hundred  rn'i  thirty  miles.  They  both  run  tbrough  a  rich 
xoimtry,  which  has  extenlive  meadows. 

Between  the  Kafl-iafkias  and  Illinois  rivers,  which  are  eighty-four 
miles  apart,  is  an  extenfive  trait  of  level,  rich  land,  which  termi- 
nates in  a  high  ridge,  about  Hfteen  miles  before  you  reach  the  Illinois 
river.  In  this  delightful  vale  .ire  a  number  of  French  villages,  which, 
together  with  thofe  of  St.  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis,  on  the  wellern 
fide  of  the  MillilTippi,  contained  in  1771,  one  thoufand  two  hundred 
and  feventy-three  rencibh    i  en. 

One  hundred  and  feventy-lix  miles  above  the  Ohio,  and  eiiditeen 
miles  above  the  Miflburi,  the  Illinois  empties  into  the  Milfilfippi 
from  the  north-eaft  by  a  mouth  four  hundred  yards  wide.  This 
river  is  bordered  w  h  fine  meadows,  which  in  fome  places  extend 
as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  :  this  river  furniflies  a  communication  with 
lake  Michigan,  by  the  Chicago  river,  between  which  and  the  Illinois 
are  two  portages,  the  longeft  of  which  does  not  exceed  four  miles- 
It  receives  a  number  of  rivers,  which  arc  from  twenty  to  one  hundred 
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yards  Avide,  and  navigable  for  boats  from  fifteen  to  one  hnncled  and 
feighty  miles.  Oa  the  north-weftern  fide  of  this  river  is  a  coal  mine, 
which  extends  for  half  a  mile  along  the  middle  of  the  bank  of  the 
river,  and  about  the  fame  diftance  below  the  coal  mine  are  tu .:  ialt 
ponds,  one  hundred  yards  in  circumfeience,  andfeveral  feet  in  depth. 
The  water  is  ftagnant,  and  of  a  ye!  low  1  fa  colour;  but  the  French 
and  natives  make  good  fait  from  it.  The  foil  of  the  Illinois  country 
is,  in  general,  of  a  fuperior  quality  :  its  natural  growth  confi lis  of 
oak,  hiccory,  cedar,  mulberry,  &c.  hops,  dying  drugs,  medicinal 
plants  of  feveral  kinds,  and  excellent  wild  grapes.  As  bar  back  as 
the  year  1769,  the  French  fettlers  made  one  hundred  and  ten  hog- 
fiieads  of  ftrong  wine  from  thele  grapes. 

There  are  many  other  rivers  of  equal  lize  and  importance  with 
thofe  we  have  been  defcribing,  which  are  not  fufficiently  known 
for  accurate  defcriptions. 

CIVIL    DIVISIONS. 

That  part  of  this  territory  in  which  the  Indian  title  is  extinguifhed^ 
and  which  is  fettling  under  the  government  of  the  United  States,  '» 
divided  into  four  counties,  as  follows : 

Wafhington,  created  July  26th,       17S8 

Hamilton,      January  2d,  1790 

St.  Clair,       ■  April  27th,  1790 

Knox,  Jrn:20tb,  1790 

Thefe  counties  have  been  organized  with  the  proper  civil  and  mi* 
iitary  officers.  The  county  of  St.  Clair  is  divided  into  three  dillrifls, 
viz.  thediftrift  of  Cahokia,  the  diftrift  of  Prairie-du-rochers,  and  the 
<liflri<5i:  of  Kafkaflcias.  Courts  of  general  quarter  feffions  of  the  peace, 
county  courts  of  common  pleas,  and  courts  of  probate,  to  be  held 
in  each  of  thefe  diftritts,  as  if  each  was  a  diftinft  county  j  the 
officers  of  the  county  may  ad  by  deputy,  except  in  the  diftrid  where 
they  refide. 

ANTIQUITIES,  CURIOSITIES,  &c. 
The  raimber  of  old  forts  found  in  the  Kentucky  country  are  the 
admiration  of  the  curious,  and  a  matter  of  much  fpeculation  ;  they 
are  moftly  of  an  oblong  form,  fituated  on  ftrong,  well-chofen 
ground,  and  contiguous  to  water  :  when,  by  whom,  and  for  what 
purpofes  thefe  were  thrown  up,  is  uncertain  ;  they  are  undoubtedly- 
very 
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very  ancient,  as  there  is  not  the  leaft  vifil^le  difference  in  the  age  or 
fize  of  the  timber  sMOwing  on,  or  within,  thdc  forts,  and  that  which 
grows  witliout ;  and  the  old  natives  have  loft  all  tradition  refpeiting 
them.  Dr.  Cutler,  who  has  accurately  examined  the  trees  on  thele 
forts,  and  which  he  thinks,  from  appearances,  are  the  lecond 
gfowth,  is  of  opinion,  that  they  mull  have  been  built  upwards  of 
one  thoufand  years  ago  :  they  muft  have  been  the  efforts  of  a  people 
much  more  devoted  to  labour  than  the  prefent  race  of  Indians ;  and 
it  is  difficult  to  conceive  how  they  could  be  conflrut'^ed  without  the 
ufe  of  iron  tools.  At  a  convenient  diftance  from  thefe  always  Hands  a 
fmall  mound  of  earth,  thrown  up  in  the  form  of  a  pyramid,  and  fccms 
in  iome  meafuie  propoitioned  to  the  lize  of  its  adj.iccnt  foitilicatlun. 
On  examination,  they  have  been  found  to  contain  a  chalky  fubflancc, 
fuppofed  to  be  bones,  and  of  the  human  kind. 

Under  this  head  we  may  mention  the  extenfive  meadows,  or,  as 
the  French  call  them,  Prairie,  which  anfvver  to  what,  in  the  foutliera 
States,  are  called  Savannas ;  they  are  a  rich  plain,  without  trees,  and 
covered  with  grafs ;  fome  of  thefe,  between  St.  Vincennes  and  the 
Miffiffippi,  are  thirty  or  forty  miles  in  extent.  In  paffing  them,  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen  ;  but  there 
is  plenty  of  deer,  wild  cattle,  bears,  and  wolves,  and  innumerable 
^ocks  of  turkies ;  thefe,  with  the  green  grafs,  form  a  rich  and  beau- 
tiful profpe^f. 

The  pofts  eflabliflxed  for  the  protection  of  the  frontiers  are  as 
follow  :  Franklin,  on  French  creek  ;  Harmar,  at  the  mouth  of  the 
Mulkingum  ;  Stuben,  at  the  rapids  of  the  Ohio  ;  Fayette,  Hamil- 
ton, ICnox,  Jeffcrfon,  St.  Clair,  Marietta,  and  St.  Vincennes. 

POPULATION. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  in  this  large  traft  of  country  has  not 
been  afcertained.  But  from  the  beft  data  the  author  has  received, 
the  population  may  be  eflimated  as  follows  : 

Indians             (fuppofe) 65,000*   1794 

Ohio  Company  purchal'e 2,500    do. 

Col.  Symmes'  iettlements 2,000     do. 

*  The  tribes  who  inhabit  this  country  aie  the  Piantias,  on  both  fides  the  MilTiirippi ; 
the  Cafque'rafquias,  on  the  Illinois  ;  the  Pianknfhaws  and  oth-.r  tribcr.  on  ihc  Wa- 
bafh  ;  the  Sl.awauefe,  on  the  Scioto  ;  the  D-hwares,  the  Mianiis,  the  Oaifcons,  M.if- 
contens,  Sakic;,  Sioux,  Mekekouakis,  the  Pilans,  Powtowatamis,  McrTaqucs,  Ot:awai, 
Chipewas,  and  WianJols.     The  whole  amounting  to  the  above  miajbcr. 
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GaUiopolis  (French  fettlement)  oppolife  the  Kanhawa 

river 1,000  1792. 

Vincennes  and  its  vicinity,  on  the  Wabafli,       .      .  1,500  do. 

Kalkaflcias  and  Cahokia         6S0  1790, 

At  Grand  Ruiffeau,  village  of  St.  Philip,  and  Frairie- 

du-rochei's 240  do. 


Total     72,920 


In  1 790,  there  were  in  the  town  of  Vincennes  about  forty  Ame- 
rican families  and  thirty-one  flaves ;  and  on  the  Miffiffippt,  forty 
American  families  and  feventy-three  flaves,  all  included  in  the  above 
eftimate.  On  the  bpanifli  or  weftern  fide  of  the  MifTillippi,  there 
were  in  1790,  about  one  thoufand  eight  hundred  per  ons,  principally 
at  Genevieve  and  St.  Louis. 

GOVERNMENT,    &c. 

By  an  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  pafled  on  the  13th  of  July,  1787, 
this  country,  for  the  pAirpofes  of  temporary  goveinmenr,  was  ere£ted 
'into  one  diftiitV,  fubjcft,  however,  toa  divifion,  v^'hen  circumtbnces 
ihall  make  it  expedient. 

In  the  fame  ordinance  it  is  provided,  that  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  a 
governor,  whofe  commiiTion  fliall  continue  in  force  three  years,  un- 
Jels  fioner  revoked. 

The  governor  muft  refide  in  the  diftrift,  and  have  a  freehold 
eftate  therein,  in  one  thoufand  acres  of  land,  while  in  tlie  exercife  of 
his  office. 

Congrefs,  from  time  to  time,  are  to  appoint  a  fecretary,  to  con- 
tinue in  office  four  years,  unlefs  fooner  removed,  who  muft  refide 
in  the  diilrift,  and  have  an  eftate  of  five  bundled  acres  of  land,  while 
in  f  iffice. 

Thebufinefs  of  the  fecretary  is,  to  keep  and  preferve  the  afts  and 
laws  of  the  legiftature,  the  public  records  of  the  diftrid,  and  the 
proceedings  of  the  governor  in  his  executive  department ;  and  to 
tranfmit  authentic  copies  of  fuch  ifts  and  proceedings,  c\ery  fix 
months,  to  the  fecretary  of  Congrefs. 

The  ordinance  provides,  that  Congrefs  fliall  appoint  three  judges, 
pofl'efled  each  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land  in  the  diilrift  in  which  they 
are  to  refide,  and  to  hold  their  commiifions  during  good  behaviour, 
an}-  two  of  whom  fliall  form  a  court,  which  fliall  have  a  common 

law 
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law  jurlfdiclion.  The  governor  and  judges  are  anchoriied  to  adopt 
and  publifh  in  the  diltrid,  fuch  laws  ot  the  original  States,  criii)inal 
and  civil,  as  may  be  neceflary  and  beft  luited  to  the  tirciimflaiues  of 
the  diftrift,  to  report  them  to  CongrclV  ;  and,  if  apj)rovcd,  they 
fliall  continue  in  force  till  the  organization  ot  the  General  AfTemhly  of 
the  diltrift,  who  fliall  have  authoi  ity  to  alter  them.  The  governor 
is  to  command  the  militia,  and  appoint  and  commiflicn  their  officers, 
except  general  officers,  who  are  to  be  appointed  and  commilfioned  by 
Congrefs. 

Previotifly  to  the  organization  of  the  Aflembly,  the  governor  is  to 
appoint  fuch  magiitrates  and  civil  officers  as  fliall  be  deemed  neceflary 
for  the  prcfcrvation  of  peace  and  order. 

So  foon  as  there  fliall  be  five  thoufand  free  male  inhabitants  of  full 
age  in  the  diftricf,  they  fliall  receive  authority  to  cleft  reprefenta* 
tives,  one  for  every  five  hundred  free  male  inhabitants,  to  reprcfent 
them  in  the  General  Afl^embly ;  the  reprefentation  to  increale  pro- 
greffively  with  the  number  of  free  male  inhabitants  till  there  be 
twenty-five  reprefentatives  ;  after  which,  the  number  and  proportion 
of  the  reprefentatives  fliall  be  regulated  by  the  legiflature.  A  repre- 
fentative  muft  poflefs,  in  fee  Ample,  two  hundred  acres  of  land,  and 
be  a  refident  in  the  diftrift  ;  and  muft  have  been  a  citizen  of  the 
United  States,  or  a  refident  in  the  diftri^,  three  years  preceding  his 
eleftion.  An  eleftor  muft  have  fifty  acres  of  land  in  the  diftrid,  muft 
be  a  refident,  and  have  been  a  citizen  of  one  of  the  States,  or  muil 
poflefs  the  fame  freehold,  and  have  been  two  years  a  refident  in  tlip 
diftrift.  The  reprefentatives,  when  duly  eleded,  are  to  continue  in 
office  two  years. 

The  General  Afl'embly,  or  Legiflature,  fliall  confift  of  .the  Gover- 
nor, Legiflative  Council,  and  Houfe  of  Reprefentatives.  The  Legif- 
lative  Council  fliall  confift  of  five  members,  to  continue  in  office  five 
years,  unlefs  looner  removed  by  Congrefs  ;  three  make  a  quorum. 
The  council  are  to  be  thus  appointed :  the  governor  and  reprefen- 
tatives, when  met,  fliall  nominate  ten  perfons,  rcfidciits  in  the  dif- 
trid,  each  pofleffed  of  a  freehold  of  five  hundred  acres  of  land, 
and  return  their  names  to  Congrefi,  who  fliall  appoint  and  commiffion 
five  of  them  to  ferve  as  aforefaid. 

All  bills  pafl'ed  by  a  majority  in  the  Houfe  and  in  Council,  fliall 
be  referred  to  the  governor  for  his  alTent ;  and  no  bill,  or  legiflative 
aft  whatever,  fliall  be  of  force  without  his  affcnt.     The  gov&rnor  fli;iU 
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have  power  to  convene,  prorogue,  and  diffolve  the  General  Aflembly-y 
when,  in  his  opinion,  it  fliall  be  expedient. 

The  logiflatiire,  when  organized,  ihall  have  authority,  by  joint 
ballot,  to  cleft  a  delegate  to  Congrels,  who  fhall  have  a  feat  in  Con- 
grcfs,  with  a  right  of  debating,  but  not  of  voting,  during  this  tempo- 
rary govemnent. 

*'  And  for  extending  the  fundtimental  principles  of  civil  and  reli- 
gious liberty,  which  form  the  balls  whereon  thefe  republics,  their  la\v3 
and  conftitutions,  are  eredted  ;  to  fix  and  ellablifh  thofe  principles  as 
the  bafis  of  all  laws,  conftitutions,  and  governments,  which  for 
e\^er  hereafter  fliall  be  foni>ed  in  the  faid  territorv  ;  to  provide  alfo 
for  the  elhiblilbment  of  frate  and  permanent  government  therein,  and 
for  their  admilUon  to  fliare  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an  equal  footing 
with  the  original  States,  at  as  early  periods  as  may  be  confiftent  with 
the  general  intereft  :  It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  by  the  au- 
thority aforefaid.  That  the  following  articles  fliall  be  confidered  as 
articles  of  compaft,  between  the  original  States  and  the  people,  and 
the  States  in  the  faid  territory,  and  for  ever  remain  unalterable, 
xinlefs  by  common  confent,  to  wit : 

"  Art.  I.  No  perfon,  demeaning  himfelf  in  a  peaceable  and 
orderly  manner,  fliall  ever  be  molefted  on  account  of  his  mode  of 
worfliip  or  religious  fentiments  in  the  faid  territory. 

"  Art.  II.  The  inhabitants  of  the  faid  territory  fhall  always  be 
entitled  to  the  benefits  of  the  vs^rit  of  habeas  corpus,  and  of  the  trial 
by  jury,  of  a  proportionate  reprefentation  of  the  people  in  the  legif- 
lature,  and  of  judicial  proceedings,  according  to  the  courfe  of  the 
common  law  :  all  perfuns  fliall  be  bailable,  unlefs  for  capital  of- 
fences where  the  proof  fliall  be  evident  or  the  prefumption  great ; 
all  fines  fliall  be  moderate,  and  no  cruel  or  unufual  punifliment  fliafl 
be  inflifted  ;  no  man  fliall  be  deprived  of  his  liberty  or  property  but 
by  the  judgment  of  his  peer=;,  or  of  the  law  of  the  land  ;  and  fliould 
the  public  exigencies  make  it  necellary  for  the  common  prefervation 
to  taisc  any  perfon's  property,  or  to  demand  his  particular  fervices, 
full  compenfation  fliall  be  made  for  the  fime ;  and  in  the  juft  pre- 
fervation of  rights  and  property,  it  is  underflood  and  declared, 
that  no  law  ought  ever  to  be  made,  or  have  force  in  the  faid  ter- 
ritory, that  fliall  in  any  manner  whatever  interfere  with,  or  affeft, 
private  contracfts  or  engagements  hona  JlJcy  and  without  fraud  previ- 
oufly  formed. 

"Art. 
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.  **  Akt.  III.  Religion,  morality  and  knowledge,  being  necefliry 
to  good  government  and  the  happineis  or  maiikinJ,  fchoois  and 
the  means  of  education, fliall  for  ever  be  encouraged;  the  utuioft 
good  faith  fliall  always  be  obfcived  towards  the  Indians ;  thtir  l.iuuj 
and  property  fliall  never  be  taken  from  them  without  their  conk-nl ; 
•and  in  their  property,  rights  and  liberty,  they  fliall  never  be  invaded 
or  diflurbed,  unlefs  in  jult  and  lawful  wars,  authorifcd  by  Congrefs  ; 
but  laws  founded  in  juftice  and  humanity  fliall  from  time  to  time  be 
made,  for  preventing  wrongs  being  done  to  them,  and  for  prefers  ing 
peace  and  friendfliip  with  them. 

"  Art.  IV.  The  faid  territor}-,  and  the  States  which  may  be 
formed  therein,  fliall  for  ever  remain  a  pait  of  this  conf<.deracy  of 
the  United  States  of  America,  fubjeft  to  the  articles  of  confedera- 
tion, and  to  fuch  alterations  therein  as  fliall  be  conftitutionally  made; 
and  to  all  the  acts  and  ordinances  of  the  United  States,  in  Congitfs 
alTembled,  conformable  thereto.  The  inhabitants  and  fettlcrs  in  the 
faid  territory  fliaJl  be  fubjeift  to  pay  a  part  of  the  federal  debts  con- 
tracted, or  to  be  contraifted,  and  a  proportionable  part  of  the  ex- 
pen4'es  of  government,  to  be  apportioned  on  them  by  Congrefs,  ac- 
cording to  the  fame  common  rule  and  mcalure,  by  which  apportiou- 
nients  thereof  fhall  be  made  on  the  other  States,  and  the  taxes  for 
paying  their  proportion  fliall  be  laid  and  levied  by  the  authority  and 
direction  of  the  legillatures  of  the  diftrict,  or  diftricls,  ornewStatc^ 
as  in  the  original  States,  within  the  time  agreed  upon  by  the  United 
States  in  Congrefs  aflcmbled.  The  legiflatures  of  thofe  diftridU 
or  new  States  fliall  never  interfere  with  the  primary  difpofid  of  the 
foil  by  the  United  States,  in  Congrefs  aflembled,  nor  with  any  re- 
gulations Congrefs  may  find  neceflary  for  fecuring  the  title  in  fuch 
foil  to  the  bona  fide  purchafers.  No  tax  fliall  be  impofedon  lands  the 
property  of  the  United  States  ;  and  in  no  cafe  fliall  non-refident  pro- 
prietors be  taxed  higher  than  refidents.  The  navigable  waters 
leading  into  the  MiflAlBppi  and  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  canying 
places  between  the  fame,  fliall  be  common  highways,  and  tor  ever 
free,  as  well  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  faid  ttrritoiy,  as  to  the 
citizens  of  the  United  States  in  general,  and  thofe  of  any  other  States 
that  may  be  admitted  into  the  confederac}-,  witliout  any  tax,  impofl, 
or  duty. 

"  Art.V.  There  fliall  be  formed  in  the  faid  territor)',  not  Icfs 
than  three,  nor  more  than  five  States ;  and  the  boundaries  of  the 
States,  as  foon  as  Virginia  fliall  alter  her  act  of  cclTion,  and  confent 

3RZ  to 


492  GENERAL    DESCRIPTION 

to  the  fame,  fliall  become  fixed  and  eftablifhed  as  follows,  viz.   The 

weftern  State  in  the  laid  teiTitory  fiiall  be  bounded  on  the  Miffiffippi, 
the  Ohio,  and  Wabafli  rivers ;  a  direft  line -drawn  from  the  Wabaflx 
and  Poll  Vincent  due  north  to  the  territorial  Hne  between  the  United 
States  and  Canada,  and  by  the  faid  territorial  line  to  the  lake  of  the 
Woods  and  the  Miffiffippi.  The  middle  State  (liali  be  bounded  by 
the  faid  direct  line,  the  Wabafli  from  Poll:  Vincent  to  the  Ohio  ;  by 
the  Ohio  by  a  direct  line  drawn  due  north  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Great  INliami  to  the  faid  territorial  line,  and  by  the  faid  territorial 
line.  The  eaftern  State  fliall  be  bounded  by  the  laft-mentioned  di- 
reft  line,  the  Ohio,  Pennfylvania,  and  the  faid  territorial  line  : 
provided,  however,  and  it  it  is  further  underflood  and  declared,  that 
the  boundaries  of  thefe  three  States  fliall  be  fubjeil  fo  far  to  be  al- 
tered, that  if  Congrefs  hereafter  fliall  find  it  expedient,  they  fliall 
have  authority  to  form  one,  or  two  States,  in  that  part  of  the  faid 
territory  which  lies  north  of  an  eafl:  and  well  line  drawn  through  the 
foutherly  b<?nd  or  extreme  of  lake  Michigan  ;  and  when  any  of  the 
faid  States  fliall  have  fixty  thoufand  free  inhabitants  therein,  fuch 
State  fliall  be  admitted  by  irs  delegates  into  the  Congrefs  of  the  United 
States,  on  an  equal  footmg  with  the  original  States  in  all  refpefts 
whatever ;  and  fliall  be  at  liberty  to  form  a  permanent  conftitution 
and  Hate  governmtnt:  provided  the  coiiftitiition  and  government 
fo  to  be  formed  fliall  be  republican,  and  in  conformity  to  the  prin- 
ciples contained  in  thefe  articles  ;  and  fo  fir  as  it  can  be  confillent 
with  the  general  interefl  of  the  confederacy,  fuch  admifiion  fliall  be 
allowed  at  an  earlier  period,  and  when  there  may  be  a  lefs  number  of 
free  inhabitants  in  the  State  than  fixty  thoufand. 

"  Art.  VI.  There  fliall  be  neither  flavery  nor  involuntary  fer- 
vitude  in  the  faid  territory,  otherwife  than  in  the  punifliment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  (hall  have  been  duly  convicted  ;  provided 
always,  that  any  perfon  efcaping  into  the  fame,  from  wliom  labour 
or  fervicc  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  of  the  original  States,  luch  fugi- 
tive m.ay  be  lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  perfon  claiming 
his  or  her  labour  or  fervice  as  aforefaid." 

Such  is  the  prefent  government  of  the  weftern  territory,  and  fuch 
the  political  obligations  of  the  adventurers  into  this  fertile  and  de- 
lightful part  of  the  United  Slates. 

In  the  ordinance  of  Congrefs,  for  the  government  of  this  territory, 
it  is  provided,  that  after  the  faid  territory  acquires  a  certain  degree 
of  popuUtion,  it  fliall  be  divided  into  States,     The  eaftern  State, 

that 
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thnt  is  thus  provided  to  be  made,  is  bounded  on  the  Great  Miami  on 
the  weft,  and  by  the  Pennfylvania  hne  on  the  eaft.  The  center  of 
this  State  will  fall  between  the  Scioto  and  the  Hockhocking.  At  the 
mouth  of  one  of  thefe  rivers  will  probably  be  the  feat  of  government 
for  this  State  ;  and,  if  we  may  indulge  the  fublime  cnn'emplation  of 
beholding  the  whole  territory  of  the  United  States  icttled  by  an  en- 
lightened people,  and  continued  under  one  extended  government,  on 
the  river  Ohio,  and  not  far  from  this  fpot,  will  be  the  feat  of  empiie 
for  the  whole  dominion.  This  is  central  to  the  whole;  it  will  bed 
accommodate  every  part  ;  it  is  the  moft  pleafaiit,  and  probably  the 
iiioft  healthful. 

The  fettlement  of  this  countr)'  has  been  checked  for  fevcral  ycais 
pad:,  by  the  unhappy  Indian  war,  an  amicable  tcrruinationc of  which, 
it  is  ardently  v.-iflied,  might  fpeedily  take  place. 
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